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ADVERTISEMENT. 


It Jia.s been justly remarked that Mod(yn Travellers 
arc addicted to des«ribiug such countries as have 
been newly uiscovcrfd, wliile they neglect those which 
gave them birth. When A«ierica was discovered, 
ami afterwards the islands in the Pacilic Ocean, all 
travellers were iiulitferent to every other part of the 
world. * * , 

'J’o give a complete description* of an e.vtcnsive 
country is an undertaking beyond the crjilnpctency 
of one individual ; for besides the varict.v,of know- ‘ 
ledge which he ought to possess, he should also have 
the means of travellingj of residing for a length of 
time in particular placos, and rewarding the natives, 
whose services he will require on varioivs occasions. 

Convinced of this evident principle, that the 
knowledge of the gtography of a kingdom can only 
be ac({uircil by general .encouragenient and liberal 
assistane^i, Philip II, of Spain, tran^mitfed in \515, 
orders and instructions to all the. prelates and go- 
vernors of the difl’eren^ provinces ip his kingdom, 
directing them'.to Uraw up memoranda of every; 
thing worthy of notice, in rticir respective districts. 
This tusk, however, was only e.xecuted in part, as its 
completion was previhted by political events. 

The Ikil.earic and Pithiusian islands, therefore like 
most of the other, provinces ofrSpain, had their histo- 
rians and local geographers; but the writeiisISeing na- 
tives of the parts which they have described, soHier 
from giving .true accounts, have embellished them 
with all those wonderful addttions which the ima'* 
giuation apd 'partiuiity 'engender. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


With respect to tho Pitbiusian isles, tliere is no 
work extant in which they are described with in- 
terest; their his lory being- founded eufirely npo^ 
what has bian written relative to the Balearics. In 
my Account, ho\ve\er, lhave omitted no opportunity 
to gain the most acliy-ate int'oiaiation as to their 
present state; and the following work may there- 
fore be considered as the result of all the materials 
I have been able to collect, duf ing a research of six 
years in the respective places. ‘ Indeed, I may ven- 
ture to offer it as 'the most exact and ample 
description w'hich can be procured of the coasts, 
and the interior of the islands in question ; and I 
have, in particular, inserted, evc'ry thing that re- 
lates to the character, manners, customs, industry, 
commerce, costume, and language of the iiiiia- 
bilants. 

I have also devoted a chapter to the antiquities 
which have been found, or still exist on the different 
islands ; and I conclude the whole with an historical 
sketch. The Balearics have made only a secondary 
figure in the events which compose the history of the 
others ; nevertheless, the facts which I have collect- 
ed, are by no means unworthy of attention. 
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SITUATION OFTHR HAUR/fRlC AND PITHIUSIAN ISLANDS 

ORIGIN OF THEIR NAMES — EXTE .W — FIG U RE — 

COASTS, AND A*i<iHORAGE OF THE ISLANDS OF MA- 
Jv>!CCA AND CAiUlERiA~DESCRlPT10^N OF THE ISLAND 
OF iMAjORCA. 

Un DEll llie name of ihe^Bulearcs, or Baleanc?' Isles, are 
comprised the isles of Majorca, Minorca, and (iibreria ; 
they are situated in that pari of the Mediterranean formerly 
called the Iberian sea, because it washed the shores of Spain, 
the ancient Iberia, and afterwards Balearic, fVoiy the names of 
these two islands. In the time of the Greeks, they were called 
the Gymiiesias : the name of the Baloares was given them by 
tlio Homans. According to the best writers of antiquity, Poly- 
bius, Strabo, and Pliny, these two denomBiatioiis had their 
origin from ♦the particular manners of the inhabitants of these 
islands ill times past. 'Hie name Gymnesias 4;‘xpresscs the cus- 
trmi of the first inhabitants ofjgoing naked; and Baleares 

is derived^from their»singuiar skill in the use of the sling. They 
are now known "by tlic names of Majorca and Minorca. 

Cabreria is a small island deptmdaiit on, and very near to 
Majorca: it has its narnej from the custom of the Majorcans 
keeping their flocks of goats to pasture at this place. 

By the name of Pitliiuses are distinguished the three islands 
of Ivica, Formentera. and Conejeraf situated in that part of 
the Mediterranean called* the Gulf* of Valencia. ^Phey were 
known to the Greeks and Romauk by this denomination ; w ltwip 
by some is thought to be derived from the great number of pine 
trees with which they abound ; and by others, from a kind of 
pottery formerly made by the inhabitants, which w^s one of 
the chief artidei*uf.eonmiercc with Ftraugors. The vases of 
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this pottery were 5iaifi to ,have the extraordinary virtue of not 
receiving., or imidhinp: any kind of poison. Majorca, the most 
consiideralile of the lialeares, describes *a sqiuircj the projecting 
points'^ of which are the capes Pera, to the east ; Grosses, to 
the vviist ; Frouirntor, to the north ; and the Salines, or salt- 
pits, to south. The circiiiiiforence is about J43 miles, -54 
cast and west in lenglli,* mid 4'2 north and south in breadth. 
It C8 inikrs from the roaiisteaii of Palma to the Bay of Al- 
cadia. 

Tlie islamr of ^Majorca is distant ‘^() miles W. S.W. from the 
nearesV' point of hind of ^linorca, 4^ F. N. li. from Ivica, 90 
Sj. S. K. from Bart elona ; 135 jS. N. W. froiiAhe Cape Tenis, 
ill Africa. '! he latitude <-?y this island is 57' 15"; the longi- 
tude 9® 40" li. from the Koyal ^larine Observatory at Cailiif. 

On approacliing the shore, and keeping to the east of the 
isle of Alajtuca, we soon discover JJlanc : . going coast- 

wa)s to the South we see that of tlie Salines, where there is good 
anchorage^ shellereA fromr the winds, which blow' from tin? 
Jaiid, Cotitinuiug the same course, we find a small road, called 
C*uIe-rigukM;es ; it can only ^receive vessels of small burthen. 
Pursuing our course along the co^st, wa* come to the port Pt*ra,‘ 
it ivS half a mile w ide at the mouth, and runs^ about two miles 
into the land, A few gullies, or at the most, six or seven ships, 
that draw but little ivater, cun anclior here in good grouiul. 

We next edme to another small harbour, called Coloinb, 
where there is anchorage only for small craft ; it runs in shore 
near a mile and a half. The village ^is about tw o miles from 
the port. , . 

J^ctweon die cape of the Salines and tlie isle of Cabreria there 
are many shoals, ami several little k^Iaiids. Fislierifieu generally 
resort here, as tU^e is plenty of lisli. 

Cape Pera is the last of the isiatid of Majorca : to the easf, 
going thence north, w e find the bay*&f Alcudia, wheVe the an- 
chorage is sheltered by Cafe Ferrouil. W. N. W, of the ba}, 
about two miles distant, is the town .of Alcudia, 

Continuing a course to the N. alter doubling the cape of 
Alcudiu, w'e make the port of Polenza, which was called by 
the ancients Partus Minor, to distinguish it from that of AIcu- . 
dia, whicl^ jfhey called Portus Major, There is good anchorage 
in this pf>rt for ships of alinpst an;f burthen, where they are 
llTrieRered from every wind, and protected by a tower tolerably 
well fortifu'd. lliis tf^vver is situated half way up the harbour, 
where there are also several witulniills. There is plenty of fresh 
water to the ^^outh of the tower. 

The viltagfe of Pollcnz<1 is two miles fron^ the sea shorc^ and 
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IS situated behind a mountain. PollenTa and Alciidii^ are tlie 
two best anchor^iges of the island of Majoica. At the entrance 
of. the roadstead of Pollcnza, there is, on the right, a little 
island near the land; at the mouth, the soundings are from , 
£3,* £0, and 17 fathoms; diinijiisbing gradually. Aythe time 
of the expedition against Mahon, uydir the command of the 
Maiechal de Kicheiieii, the squadron and the Spamsh convoy 
were at anc hor in the bay of Alcudia, at the same time that the 
port of Pollenza was occujncd by the English. To*the west of 
Pollenza is the^coast of Ij^Uer, winch, is dangerous, as con- 
sists of lofty barren mountains, and lias mo good anchorage ; it 
is necessary to go large from the •land in this place, 
u shoal runs out ten miles disfant, where the soundings are ten 
fathoms ; the sta breaking over it is very dangorous, and elst^- 
where denote^ other ^Jndlows which are not known ; tlujiefore 
gnuit care is ncarcssary, in bJd weather, to go very large from 
this dangerous sliore, w hich affords iio other shelter ^ihan the 
little port of Sollcr; only fit for small tnidiiig vessrls wdiich 
fJravv but little wate r. The inoii|h of this harbour is narrow, 
and difficult to enter. A battery of four pieces of cannon de- 
fends the entrance. It is lu re that tlie small craft ^jf the 
island tak(» in their cargoes of oranges for Ihance, and some- 
few for Spain. 

The isle of the Dragonieres is situated in tlic lafitude :;0° 40'^ 
It has two towers for its defence, where the signals to tlie shipg 
are displayed. There is passage to Friou, l>et\vecn the Dra- 
gonieres and the island of Aiajorva; but it reqiyres great caution 
in the navigation, as there are, near the injjidle, Vocks which 
are almost fcvel with the water, and some of which appear 
above it. To\vards the South is a small port, called Aiidraig ; the 
entrance is so narrow that ic* is hazardous f<9r ships to go in. 
The anchorage is»in seven ai\l eight fathoms, and a muddy bottom. 

Pursuing the same route, you rffake the Cape .Froinentor, 
whete begins the road of iMajorca to the westward. Having 
doubled the Cape, you cliter the roadstead : it is extensive, 
and there is good anchorage; but open to the south-west, 
which occasions a great deal of sea. The Point of Saint 
Charles is seen protected by a c|istle of the s^e name, 
which Is square, and was* built .by the Emperor Charles the^ 
Fifth. The Port aux Pins is an harbour where vessels 3fW 
certain burthen, and even frigates arc moored by cables made fast 
on shore. The ships are protected from every wlnd^aod the 
entrance w as formerly shut by means of a chain. Thi5r port can 
only contain a smaU'nttmber of vessels; the mouth is defended 
by a battery situated on the point next the town, v-ipon w'hich, in 
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front, the light-house, which servos to direct mariners in the 
eight, and to make signals to the ships observed in the offing 

About half way fjoni Port aiix Pins to the town, is situated 
the castle of Belver, on a hill. It was built by King Don 
Jayine IJ. It is of an oval form, and rather large. On’ the 
side next the town is first seen a Targe round tower, which, at a 
distance, appears detached from the castle : state prisoners are 
confined here. This fort, guarded by about fifty infantry, is 
under the command of a lieutenant colonel, retired from active 
Servian. 

A little distance from Belver, on the brow of another hill^ 
which descends to the se.i, is built tlie Lazaretto. It was con- 
structed in and is divided into several wards, where they 

air and purify the merchandize. Two of these compartments, 
situated at the bottom of the hill, on the sea sh(»re, are abso- 
lutely of iio use in rainy seasons ;''the flow ing of the water inun- 
dates them entirely. 'J'he passengers have no other lodging than 
some little rooms in the upper pa* t of the building. This laze- 
retto, by the few^ conveniences, or rather by the many incon- 
veniences found there, is not very 'veil suited for the purpose of 
its e.stablishmeiit. Its vicinity to the town, and to n much fre- 
quented road, w ould be dangerous in case the persons or effects 
being kept there, should be infected with the plague. These ob- 
servations gaver birth to the design of building a mw pest-house 
on the island of Cabreria ; the situation could not be better ; but 
the distance, and the passage by .^ea, ‘present risks and expences 
too burlhensome to commerce the project was therefore given 
up, and the interest of tlie merchant prevailed against the con- 
sideration of the public health. 

The port of Palma is sinail, and can only admit vessels which 
draw but little SA’at*"*r ; they inour in the north part, at the 
mole. 

The centc *^1 island of Cabreria is at the distance of ten 
miles N. E. J iV. from the cape of S^iliiies of Majorca ; its lati- 
tude is 39 ^ 7' ^30", and the longitUL^e 9*^ 20" K, from the 

Observatory of Cadiz. This island is of iKime elevation, and is 
three miles in length S. W. and N. E. and two miles and three 
quarters and W. in breadth ; the sjtl)re is clean, and the 

l^tlom is, generuU^ speaking, sca-weed. Not far from the 
TdJSt there are sifnm &mall islands, which arc seen at the same 
time with Cabreria.^ ^ 

Altnost ill ihe middle* of that side of the island which 
Ioo|^ to there are four small islands, which they 

The tw^o*^ highest arc very near, and almost 
toudi Od^teria', and the two oHhers are farther frdm the first. 
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about a cable’s length and a half to the south. The coast of 
these islands is clean^* and Tessels of any burthen *may pass 
tbrough the straight they form. 

At the south-east of Cabreria is another small island called 
Iilsperial, higlier tlian the others, but situated so near the coast, 
that it is with difficulty even tiDats cai| pass.. ^ 

•About one third of a mile to tile north of Cape Ventosa, 
which is the farthest N. E. from Cabreria, is the island Re- 
donda, larger than the Imperial. Vessels of all df»5crii3tions can 
pass between Redonda an.^ Ventosa ; the depth is ten or twelve 
fathoms. • / 

In the passage from Isle Imperial to Cane Ventosa, is seen 
Bleda, a little low island, itlmost touching the other shore. 
Between Bleda and Cape Ventosa, the coast forms a large 
creek, in which, in the northern part, is a road* called Olla, and 
to the south another called B#ri : they only serve for the fishing- 
boats. ^ • 

To the N. 35^ W. of Cape Ventosa, distant ab(i(lit a mile, 
and two miles and one third to the N. 67^ \ H. of Cape Le-* 
vtichii, is the S. VV. extremity of the island of Conejera, the 
highest and most considerable of all those in the neighl^urhood 
of Cabreria. • 

Conejera Is about a mile iit length from N. N. E. to S. S. W. 
There is a passage through the straight formed Uy Cabreria and 
the Isle Redonda. The soundings are teti and tw elve fathoms. 

At the N. N. E. extre^nity of Conejera there are four little 
islands close together ; three are called the Planes, and the 
fourth Furadada, which is the highest. TRe straight which 
these islands form is deep,, but so narrow^ that nothing but 
boats can pass through. 

Hie island Furadada, and |he Cape Saline^of Majorca, are 
five miles* and haltdistaV from each other, N. E. 3® N. and 
S. W. S. Ill the middle of this passage the soundings are 
20 and 25 fathoms ; the depth decreases near the two shores to 
10 fathoms. | 

In these straights we frequently meet strong currents, which 
follow the direction of the winds that prevail. 

The port of Cabri^ria is a little distant to the S. S. E. of 
Cape Levfech^. This cape is a laiti-mark. Therrts seen, at 
the entrance of the port, a cavern, called Obispo, which 
leave to the starboard; and, to larboard^ the Point of Creveta, 
which is the eastermost, and forms the port. Within this point 
is observed the castle of Cabreria, situated on a mountain. The 
entrance of tlie port js about a cable’s length in breadth ; and 
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there are every where from 20 to 25 fathoms ; so that the Iarge.-rt 
ships may^ enter. 

Having (knil)lcd the ]>oint of Crevola^ several fniliermen’s hujts 
appear; opposite* to which there is anelnnage in eiglit and ten 
fathoms. Vessels may be moored on the eastern side, and ride 
safely witV. two anchors The 'fort is large, and the shores 
which inclose it are level^ Tlie north wind blows into the 
harbour. 

Having the wind to llic north-west, blowing fresh, to go into 
the port of Cabreria, care must bv taken to kta p tlic Cape 
Leveche to the N. W. »hice, from tliat (xipe/ to tlie anchor- 
age, the squalls from tlic mountains arc^ sometimes so strong, 
that they carry aw ift the masts of ^ vessel, ^i'he same attention 
must be paid with the w ind at east. 

At a little distance, on the east of the })f/int Creveta, there 
IS a large cioek, called the road of ^kJantfas the hOUom is good, 
but this road is oj)ee to the north and north-east. It often liap- 
pens that, owdng to voyagers not having a perieci knowledge 
of the coast, tluy confound this eieck wiih Port Cai)reria. 
To avoid the mistake the Cape Ljveche must be made, and then 
the coas^ pursued to the anchorage. 

At a mile and three quarters to the S. l.>° W. of the ('ope 
Lcveche, and that of Picanioscas nnd near to tlie middle of the 
coast of that Cape, there is a little creek calked (Jaleotu. lie- 
tween the Cape Picamoscas and that of Ausiola, whieli is the 
most southern of the Island, is another creek which has an 
island at its entrance. These two creeks ok^ only fre(jucnted by 
fishermen, who ernne liither to fish when the w ind is at east. 

The island of Cabreria is nearly nnciiltivaled. Sofne islanders 
with tlie garrison, of the e.aslle, winch is from ten to twelve men 
in time of peace, and from forty to fifty in lime of w^ar, compose 
the whole popiilation. The Majj^rcanS' keep at pasture in 
Cabreria flocks of goats. vHiis island supplies a small quantity 
of fire w ood*. 

THE ISLAND OF MAJORCA. 

Tlie island of Majorca is very hilly, particularly in tliat part 
which is opposite to Catalonia. The N. llj. part is separated 
from the S. W. by a chain of lofty mountains. Its population 
is divide dMeiito fifty-two inhabited places, two cities, thirty vil- 
HiWS, and the rest small hamlets ; the quality of llic soil is excel- 
lent, and its productions with the exception of corn, sufficient 
for tlic consumption of the islanders. 

Leaving Palma, the capital of the isle, and going to the E. 
keeping the sea coajt, the first village c>f any note that we 
come to IS Lhich the greater, situated on a pleasant plain, 
famous for the battle in which king Don Jayme the third 
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lost liis life and crown. This village was built by king Don 
Jayine the second in the year 1300 ; the number jof its in- 
habitants amounts to near 3.500. 

• Com and figs arc the principaf jrroductions of this canton ; it 
also maintains a considerable number oPcaltlc. Tfhe streets and 
houses of Lluch the greater, are toh rably regular. ^ 

The principal clmrch is ftiiit belonging no tlic tvonvent of 
Saint Francis ; the arcliitectiin^ is simple, and in oilua- j espects 
it has nothing remarkable. Near this village is a mountain 
called La jian la. On tiie siiinuiit is a college vpith a chapel, 
where ahoej ihlv young children are instructed in the rudi- 
ments of learning, at the expenee <Jl* the university of Palma, 
From l!ie top of La IbuKta, is belielj the most delightful pros- 
pect ; on one side is a gra»d vi(*w of tiie sea, and on the other 
tlie counlry, whielj priiseiits a clieta ful laudsci^)e. Jlic moun- 
tain La Kanda has .ol^tainod a celebrity frorrr the retreat of 
Paymond-Luile, chief of tl^ sect of the Lullists, who was as 
famous for his ( ntlmsiasms’, and tlig; deliriflm and extravagance 
of liis proposiiioiis, as illustrious for his virtues. This philosopher, 
snrnamed the illuminated doctor, was born in the isle of 
JVlajorca, in ICoO; he applietl with indefatigable perseverance 
to the study of the philosophy of the Arabians, to ciiieinistry, 
physic, and theology, and *at length went to pieich the 
gospel in Africa, and was* stoned to death in AJtiiiritania, 
Oil tlie ^2nih of March, 1313. He is esteemed martyr among 
the f)<‘ 0 |'le at IMajorca, where his body nas conveyed, and de- 
posiunl. His absurd doctrines have still u number of followers 
in the university of Palma. 

About a league and a half from thi-. cify is <i pond calli^d 
le J^rat : tlie unwholesoinu exlialatious of* this coWeelion of 
stagnant water, are very prejudicial to the cuhivators ol' the lands 
in the vicinity. I'his pond might be easily tUained by conduct- 
ing the \T'aters lo tlfe sea,Vhit:li is very mgh. 

'^J\vo leagues to the S. E. is the village of Campos ; it is not so 
coiivsiderable as l^!ii<*li the greater ; it was also founded in the 
thirteenth century, "Hie lauds arc divided into corn fields and 
meado\>\s. The wealth of the inhabitants, the number of whom 
is at most four or five thousand, consists chiefly of corn and 
cattle. Campos is <iot far from tlffe royal salts pi^ which are 
situated on the sea shore?. They do not obtain frofn these pits 
the quantity, which a more extensive operation would certerJj^ 
procure. ^ * 

A league to th<‘ N. of Campos .there is a mineral spring, 
called Saint Jolpfs Fountain, which is a specific for the itch and 
other cutaneous disteinpers. Probably virtues of greater extent 
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iTflight be discovered, if these waters were analysed. M.Bleau 
in his Jtlas gentraip speaks highly of this spring. 

ConllnuMig in the road to tlie N. we come to a large plain well 
cultivated, and very fertile in corn, and which might w-ith pro- 
priety be called the granary of the island of Majorca. This ex- 
tent of laK^l is occupied by the j^i^Jiages of Porreras, Algaida, 
Montuiri, Villa-Franca, Sap Juan, and Petra. The population 
inthiscantoR may be about 11 or 12000 souls. 

The iuhabitants obtain from hence wines, brandies and 
olive oil for their consumption, but corn is their chief wealth. 
The gardens produce abmt^ance of rdc^ts and cuhnarv vegetables 
of every kind. 1 hey gather yearly a large quantity of figs, which 
they diy. Their flocks are ildflicient for the purpos(‘s of manuring^ 
the land as well as for the consumption of the country. 

At Petra is ai paper-mill, but the munufacture is of a veiy 
ordinary quality. • • 

Continuing our way along the sea-shore a little more to [the 
E. of the Cape des ISalincsJ (Salt Pits), we come to the village 
Santagni ; u is well built with stone of an excellent quality, 
which is found in the neighbuqrhood. Santagni was often 
forsaken by its inhabitants, at the times when the Barbary corsairs 
made incursions into the interiqr of the lands. The parish 
church is remarkable for is size, hut the architecture is heavy 
and in bad style. The population of Santagni amounts to 5000 
souls. The lanVls in this part of the island are very fertile, and 
produce much wheat and barley. In the vicinity of Santagni, 
are a great number of tombs, w^hich are said to be" of the times, 
when the ilomans j^vere in possession of Majorca, 1 wished to be 
convinced of the trjitli of this assertion, but could not find any 
inscription to remove my doubts on the subject. Tradition 
aloiic says that these scpuichres belonged to the Romans. 

To the north oPSantagni, aboulHhr^e lea^gues distant, is the 
• village Felunix, which is one of the laVgest and best built in the 
island ; it contains 5 or 6000 inhabitants ; they grow plenty of 
corn and have a sufficient number qf cattle ; but their chief 
wealth is derived from their brandies. Pelanix is the canton which 
fiirnislK s the most in quantity, and the best in quality of this Tn 
quor ; the exportation of wdiich is one of the most advantageous 
branches of^mraerce in Majorca. The monks of St. Augustine 
have here a handsome convent. Half a league from this village 
idWy is a small hill, on 'the top of which is a chapel where the 
islanders pay their devotions to an image of Christ, which 
has given the name of San-balvador to this mountain ; near the 
chapel is a^ind of inn, for the accommodation of the pilgrimtfA 
whose devotion leads them to liie place. There is n couvenieu^ 
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ascent cut in the rock to the summit of the hilL The Mtyorcans 
preserve with particular^ care those small chapels^ wfcich are 
built on the summit of almost every mountain in tlie island. 

tour leagues N, { N. E. from Felanix is Manacor, a village 
situated in a fertile plain; njost part of tlie land belongs to the 
jioblesse of Majorca, who her^^ass the summer. A^nacor is 
one of the largest villages in the islaiNd? the population is esti- 
mated at the num!)cr of 7000 ; the inhabitants are ri^rh in com, 
wines, vegetables, tigs, and herds of cattle. The monies of St. 
Dominic have a small convent at Manacor. They^hew in the 
parish church a« old picture of the crucyfixioii, and praise Jjighljr 
the painting. I could not Judge of its merits, because the chapel 
is very dark. I remarked the same Eant of light in almost all 
the churches of Majorca. * 

To the E. is* the little village Sanserverq > it is very near 
tlie sea, • • 

To the north of Sanservdta, is Arta, which is built on a 
rough and hilly situation. This village is one of the largest and 
handsomest of the island ; contains about 8.000 people ; the in- 
habitants keep numerous flocks apd herds of cattle; the chief 
produce is oil and vegetables; they also grow cotton, wJiich 
tliey have in perfection. Th^ canton abounds wdth game of 
every kind. In the envirgns of Arta are some grottos and 
caverns, which might agreeably employ the naturalist in philoso- 
phical researches. • 

Arta is surrounded by country houses, where the nobles of 
the island pass the sumifter. The stranger is received w ith a 
frankness and good nature, rare even among jhose people, who 
boast most^of their hospitality, and who fapey tlfey possess a 
superior degree of civilizatioft. There is a inountaiu that cotn^ 
uiands a prospect of the whole village, and from which may bo 
seen the ^ea, in five different directions : on the^top of this moun- 
tain is a small Ifermilage, Aken care of by a devout old woman; 
slie shewed us an antique statue of tire Holy Virgin, of w Inch she 
related some prodigious inhacles; the walls bore many testimonies 
of its efficacy, and of the gratitude of the islanders, who had 
been restored to health by their faith in the powers of this itnage, 
I went over the ruins of an old castle, ^w’hich formerly b<donged lo 
the Moors; a part <Jf wliich had* sjerved to form tha licnnitagc 
I had Just quitted. There oiily remained a vyal led enclosure, and 
some subterraneous’’aparlments, the entrances of which arc ahm- 
choaked up with heaps of stones. Frcnn thence I went to a 
convent of Franciscan monks. I attended by one of them, 
who, like the oW vvoman at the hermitage, related mkacles per- 
formed by every statue of a suint, wnli which the church was 
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ornamented. The library was the last thing he shrM cd, and at 
my request, and on this occasion he told truth, for he asstired 
me lhat‘1 should tind nothing curious ; in fact there was only a 
heap of old Spanish books, bound in parchment. 1 opened se'U> 
ral of them ; llicy wc»? on theological siihj(M:ls. Just as I was 
leaving this library, my conductor stopped me, and made me 
obs( rvo ^l)out half a df^zen heldiets and some armour, which 
were placed on the up j)er shelves ; the distance and the darkness 
of the place, prevented me from forming a judgment of them ; 
and desfroufi to make sonu^ interesting discovery, I entertained 
hopes that they might be remains of nrmonr, which formerly had 
belonged to llie unc('stC>:'s ol’ l!je MVijorcans. ^‘The monk cor- 
rectecl inv error, by telling me that wliat 1 had observed with so 
mm h attention was tlu^ work o/ liis own hands, and made 
use of to dress some children on the days of procession. These 
helmets, buckl(rs, and cuirasses, in fact were nothing but paste- 
board covered with j^aper, which i^y dust and time had ac(juiied 
the appearance of age, that caused my mistake. 

A short distance to the east of Arta, is tlie castle of Pera, 
built on the top of a small moimlain; about the third of a league 
from Cape it is only'aii t nrlosure of walls with battle- 

ments, funiishod with three or four pieces of artillery. ^I'liis 
miserable castle overlooks soine'poor habitations built on the 
declivity of the mountain. ** 

Lea\ing the ^mountainous lands of Arta we reach a large ]>]-ain, 
which extends as far as the shore of the bay of Alcudia : in this 
plain, and a little distance from the s^a, are the villages SaiiU- 
Aiarguerite, Muro, Peubla, and Camjranet ; the number of 
pco[)]e inhabiting*' this canton, Is about 10,000 ; corn, honey, 
Jieinp, oil, carronb!?:, witli the flocks, and herds of Iarj;o and small 
cattle, compose the wealth of the inhabitants. The gardens also 
produce great quantities of fruits jind vegetables. The melons 
and c itrons of 1‘ciihia, arci remarkably for t.hcir ;size and quality. 

' in tlie ju igbboiii hood of Muro, is a quarry of excellent stones 
for building; as ther^l^is also in the environs of Felanix. Near 
St. Marguerite are found a number offtoiiibs, which arc said to 
be as ancient as tbci time of the Romans. 

I remarked a particular taste in the construction of the public 
rditici's and churclies of these village ; tlie largest and finest 
of w Inch is^i^at of Pcaibla. ' . . 

^^^^hltle to the S. \V. of Campanct, is Selva Inca, Bcninsalem, 
and SaiKsellas; these villages are in the most fertile part of the 
island. Tiie inhabitants'* amount to about 1 l,(K)b persons ; they 
are in general in good circumstances ; they have a considerable 
quantity ol'^corif, wine, oil, ruiToubs, aluiunds/aud fruits of every 
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i<ind, vvidi some silk : th^y keep flocks and herds of cattle, which 
are sufficient for their consumption, and the labours* of bus* 
bandry. * 

The situation of Selva is very pleasant, surrounded by hills 
covered with trees; this village presents a perspective as eijeer- 
fill as varied : water is fouiid iutiibundanjfc, aiij contributes much 
to the fertility of tlie country. ' 

They assert that Inca was founded in the time of ihtj Romans ; 
and ruins are found in the vicinity, wliicli leave 11 % doubt of its 
antiquity. 

Sansellas is^also said ^ be one the parts of the'*iS!and 
which w'as first inhabited : the sitnatlojj of this village is not less 
picturesque than that of Selva^. 

The canton of Beuiusalem is one of the richest of the island 
in wines; the quality of which is in much esleeifl. The village is 
also w'cll built and liahcilsoinc^ the houses are conv(;nient, and 
kept with great neatness. Jn the neighhourhood of Ikninsalem 
there is a quarry of red marble, with which the inhahilants have 
beautified their church. T his edifice is one of the finest iu the • 
island. • • 

It is but a sliort distance from Sansi Has to Sincu : (li^s village 
existed in the time of tlie Komims. Under the kings of Majorca, 
it was one of tlio most flourisfliing in the island. Tlu^sc princes 
had at lliis place a cuslle,wlua<*- llu'v resided several mouths in the 
year. T he population of Sitieu does not exi ecd 4()0() persons ; 
the produce consists of ^oru, wiuc, and vegetables ; the inli:i- 
biUints liavc also some flocks, but they are not very imnierous. 

Sainte-Marie is a small village not far fromiSiiaeu ; it has but 
2000 inhabitants. The lauds prcduci' u smail quantity of corn, 
fruit, almonds, and wine ; but the oils are llie principal article. 

In the road to Alcudia, from bt. Marie, we {)a.ss very near 
a large morass,^calkd thcYAbufera, situated near the sea shore. 
This pond, the properly of a n^ble of Palma, is tlie chief 
wealth of the canton: it abounds with aquatic fowl, and iu 
its waters they catcli a co|isiderablc quantity of fish, particularly 
eels, of an enormous size. Unfonuiialely these advantages 
do not make amends for the unwholesome exhalations which 
infect the air, and occasion distempers very difficult to cure. 

This part of the ishijiid js descried, and great^feut of the 
land uncultivated. The Abiifeia is thought to he the cln *,^ 
cause of the depopulation of the town of Alcudia, which is iu 
its vicinity. 1 tio not think the draining of this pond would he 
attended w ith any great difficulty, or i t quire any \cr\ consi- 
derable expenditure : the vvaltTs aiivd't casilv he made to pass 
into the sea; and, once dried up, this 
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the purposes of agriculture, and its e;Ytent is largo enough ffy 
comppisate by ils produce the loss of the fishery. At any 
rate, it would be very easy to lessen the malignity of the waters 
of this morass, by clearing away tfie filtli. Hie weeds, whic'h 
«tagnatC;j added to the bad quality of the mud and slime, occa- 
sion unuHiolcsome, qualities. 

At the distance of something more than two miles from the 
Abufera, on the side of a hill, is the town of Alcudia, between 
two large b(\}'s, which can receive ships of any burthen. Al- 
cudia is said to be the part of the island which was first in- 
liabittd ; the situation ^if this town, at two •'miles from llie 
sea, may be considered as a proof of this assertion. In those 
early ages, the art of fortification was but little known ; they 
only had an enclosure of walls, flanked with a few towers. 
Iheir chief strength was in the situation; thus they prefered 
mountainous places, and such as> were difiicult of acxess from 
me sea ; they therefoie settled some distance from the shore. 
These psecautions were suflicient protection from a coup-de-^ 
main^ Alcudia has always acted a principal part in the events 
winch compose the history of Majorca, This city has for a 
long tiipe disputed with Palma the title of the capital of the 
the island. Alcudia w'as hi the reign of Jayme the Second, iii 
ISOO, in a very flourishing state : in 1523, the emperor Charles 
the Fifth rewarded its citizens for their zeal by the title of Moif 
TailhfnL Alcudia at present appears to be only a poiir place, 
with most of the bouses falling ipto ruins. The ancient 
wall yet remains, but w’ould not be any defence. This city is 
the residence of»a invalid cohniel, who has the government 
of it; the garrison consists of about thirty foot*-^ soldiers ; a 
piquet of cavalry does the ordinary duty ; conveys the reports to 
the captain general, and the order^ he sends in answer. 

1 here is not any spring of watei^ in tl^e neighbourhood of 
Alcudia ; and the inhabitants, wliose number is now reduced 
to about 800, are supplied only from cisterns. The culture of 
the lamls is in a languishing state, and the produce is confined 
to a little corn, w ith some fruits and vegetables. T'he sheep 
produce a very fine wool. 

Thcix is, on the declivitf of a small hill, towards the isthmus 
wdiich divikrs the two bays,* a chapel, dedicated to Our l.ady 
Victory. Near this place, from the top of a steep rook, 
prospect of all the eastern coast of the island 
of Minorca, and most part of Majorca ; on this rock is a signal 
tower. A little lower, and almost on the sea shore, is another 
wiiUed rock; on the summit is a apiece of arlillery : this rock is 
cunouif sha^e : it js called la Roxa. 
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Leaving this territory, which is equally barren and unwhole- 
some, and going to ^le W. N. W. we are made anjends by the 
sight of the.village Polleiiza : it is situated a short league from 
‘ the sea, in a plain sheltered to the north by lofty hills ; the soil 

fruitful and well watered. The foundation of Pollenza is 
dated as far back as the time^of the Romans ; this v^lage, which 
is the largest and one of tlie* handjicfnest in the island, contains 
near 6000 inhabitants. It produces chiefly oils jyid wool ; tlie 
wine of Polenza, called Montona, is in great esteem. The 
houses, though not grand, have every requisite convenience, and 
denote the opulence of the people who inhabit theifl^ The 
parish church is built, m a good stffe of architecture, although 
simple. The Dominicans have heae a tolerably Ijaiidsome con- 
vent. The most remarkable edifice i.s the church, which was 
built by the Jesuits two years before tlieir expulsion ; it is thought 
to be one of the hapd^omest in the the island ; the convent has 
not been finished. It woul# make a college for the education of 
youth. There is also at Pollenza^ a military hospital for the 
troops which are stationed in this part of the islancC Near the 
village is a little solitary eminence, on the top of which is a 
chapel dedicated to the Hol^’ V*irgiii ; there was also a convent* 
of nuns, which has been demolished. In the southern part 
are the ruins of an old castle, called the Castle of Pollenza. If 
curiosity lead any stranger thither, he must expect to endure 
the tedious recital of the prodigies of valour performed by the 
Majorcans in defending this fort against the Moors. 

following the chain •of mountains whicli protects the island 
from the winds of the north,^ we descend into a valley ^ here 
there is a large collegiate church, called L/il?’A.*"tPope Alexan- 
der grante3 to its chapter the title of Canon^ of St. Peter. The 
ecclesiastics, and the other inhabitants of this collegiate, are 
reckoned at about 400 persons. Its weallhiconsists of oils and 
flocks. *The hills*whicl!^ surround the valley are covered with# 
trees, and have many good sprinp* of water. The church, cou- 
secrated to Notre-Dame de Liuch, is very handsome. I ob- 
served some very beautiful marble pillars, which support the 
roof ; the interior is lined w ith black marble, and adorned with 
ornaments of jasper, which the island produces. There is at 
Lluch an image of the Holy Virgin, •which is held ia great vene- 
ration, and which they^Wssure us was found in ^238, on the 
spot where the church is built. This image, like many otheyisf 
has the gift of vvorking miracles. It attracts many devotees, whp 
never fail to bring the customary off^ings. 

Passing over the mountains which surround tha valley of 
Notre-D^nie de Lluch, and goingno the south, we see the 
ST. SAUVEUR.] 
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illagrs Alaro and Saint-Martial ; but they contain nothing 
hat can interest the curiosity of the traveller. Tlie populaliofi 
if Alaro*may be about G4(X) persoiis ; its produce consists of 
)il, caroubs, and silk, and it maintains some flocks of small 
'.attic : there are here several springs, which serve to put in 
notion theSaiills adjacent. Saint-JVJartial is unly a hamlet, in- 
labited by about oOrf peofl'o; the produce is various, and con«: 
asts of oil, grain, almonds, wine, and figs ; they have also some 
locks and Jierds, and there is a manufactory of earthen ware. 

I'o the north of Saint-Martial is Ihignola, a village founded 
as far l;£ck as the epoch the conque,st of the kland by king 
Javme the First : it may contain about C6r)0 persons. A few 
locks of sheep, caroubs, hut above all the oil, compose the 
ridies of this place ; there is alio some wood proper for 
building. 

When travellers arrive as far as the foot of the mountains of 
Fufaliia, it is customary to stop at a house, which, according 
to the tradjtion of tlic country, stands on the spot where was 
formerly a^pleasure seat that belonged to the Moorish kings. 
The gardener is very attentive Jo travellers, shewing them every 
thing worthy observation, particularly the diflft?rent fountains 
w'hidi pla*y in various fanciful representations. The Majorcans 
are fond of these bagatelles. Wha^ surprised me most, is the 
want of taste of the proprietor of this spot, which by its situa- 
tion, and the springs of water which abound there, might be 
easily made a most delightful residence. 

We have to pass over some very loftjr’ mountains in our way 
from Eufabia to S^ler ; vve go this road with mules ; but the 
road is wide, and ^le declivity not being very steep, might be 
easily made proper for carriages. This short road is exceedingly 
delightful ; the various prospects seen from the mountains charm 
the eye in every difection. On out descent we enter the valley 
^of Soler. It is three leagues and a Itiilf in ‘circumference, and 
forms a kind of bason, surrounded by mountains, which are 
covered with clumps of olive trees. 

The whole plain is planted with orange and lemon trees, and 
watered by numerous rivulets, which unite together iii one 
stream near the village, whibh it crosses, and runs into the sea 
at the port Palm. The valley of Solef, swn from the top 
of the mountaia^i^ presents the spectacle of a forest of trees al- 
green. The fecundity of the soil in this part of the island, 
is astonishing ; Afae smallest garden produces an. abundance that 
is almost incredible. The ‘iuhabiluriis amount to about .0000 in 
number ; •>^ieir wealth consists of oil, caroubs^ aujj silk ; but 
above all; a prodigious quantity of oranges and iemous of u very 
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superior quality : these last arc the most considerable articles of 
the commerce of tho Majorcans with Languedoc «n^. RoussiL 
Ion, which now make the departments of Herault and the 
eastern Pyrenees. '^Phe village of ^oler is well built, and is 
■ one of the handsomest in the island ; but, nevertheless, it has 
nothing particularly w’orlhyof atten||ion. .The tirst^subject with 
•which the Majorcans entertain a^stranger on his arrival, is tlie 
valley of Soler ; of which they speak with so much pleasure, 
and with such particular emphasis, that it rouses the curiosity 
of the tra'vellcr, w ho is pressed to go and enjoy the W'onders of 
w^hich he just heawl the dcscripjlion, and certainly this place 
has every beauty that art, added to the bounties of nature, can 
present ; in short, the whole vall?y consists of the most en- 
chanting gardens. We return, after having admired the richness 
of the soil, aild the delightful scenery, with Considerable regret, 
that the inhabitant^ h!ive n^t better profited by its luxuriances. 

Two leagues distant from Soler to the^N. i N. E, is the vil- 
lage Valdemusa, situated on the fleclivity of a hilj ; this little 
mountain joins to several others, which surround a deep valley in 
the shape of a tunnel; all these iiills are covered with fruit trees, 
from which is derived the principal w’ealth of the inliabitants. * 

Valdemusa is ill built; tlM3 streets are very inconvenient, from 
their extreme declivity, and the badness of the pavement, which 
is composed of rough flints# 

The population of this village amounts to ahove L200. Be- 
sides a considerable quantity of fruit and vegetables, the lands 
produce a small quantity of oil, some caroubs, and some silk ; 
they have also some flocks ©f sheep and goats. Valdemusa is 
celebrated for being the birth-place of the fortunate Catharine 
Tomasa, who is remembered with such veneration throughout 
the island. 

To the north ^f this village, is a convent of Chartreiix. I 
visited this iribnaslery, which coptains about fifty monks ; it iS 
very large : the handsomest part is the new cloister, but tl|iirre is 
only one side of it finished. Each monk has a small apartment, 
consisting of three parts, and a garden, which he cultivates for 
his amusement. Every necessary of food and raiment is found 
in this convent : the lands which sip’round it produce corn, wine, 
oil, fruit, and vegetables ; apd, in the interior, th<^ manufacture 
the stuffs with which the monks are clothed. This monastgrjr 
(like all those of the same order) is very rich ; the monks are 
very charitable to the poor families !n Valdemusa. Strangers 
may stay in this Chartreux three Hays, where they are lodged 
and treated With, much attention. , There is, near* the body of 
the house, which is inhabited by the monks, a building, w here- 

c 3 
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in are kept 4,11 the comforts and conveniences necessary to hos- 
pitality, ^ 

About a league from Valdeiniisa, among the mountains^ are 
several small chapels, the 6uty of which is done by hermits, who 
live separate^ and retired in huts, w^liich they build themselves. 
These recluse men live on Ulms ; they are frequently visited by 
the devotees of the island, by whom they are greatly respected. 
This place ,.is called the Hermitage of Sainte-Marie, and the 
recluse exercis?^ a kind of jurisdiction over all other hermits in 
the diffe!:ent parts of the island ; they a^e clothed , almost like 
the Capuchins ; and are said to live very austerely. 

Going along the north coikst to the west, W'e come to the vil- 
lage Bagnafura, which is situated on *a mountain, of which the 
part that looks to. the sea forms a very steep declivity to the 
beach. From the summit to the foot this* mountain is cut in 
stairs ; each of the steps are suppoi'ced by little walls made of 
dry stones. It is planted all «over with vines, which, from the 
sea, have a beautiful appearance. At the time of the vintage, 
this mountain, covered with the peasantry of both sexes, presents 
u most animated pietm e. I'he population of Bagiiabufar doea 
not exceed‘5 or GOO persons ; the inhabitants are mostly in good 
circumstances, and live in great comfort : they have plenty of 
oil and fruit ; but their chief wealth consists of wines of dif- 
ferent qualities, v/liich are nuich esteemed in the island. The 
mountains abound with sfndngs of water, used by the peasants 
to wash and bleach their linen. ‘ 


A little more to the we.st is a ha\nlet called Estellens, Turn- 
ing from thenCe to ^he S. S. W. at the distance of about three 
leagues, is Andraig, a well-built village, containing about 4000 
people. The inhabitants practise navigation, and thus make up 
for the poverty of tlteir canton, whieh only produces oil. This 
h the most infertile part of the isImiA Arrdraig is not mitcU 
more than a league distant frorh the sea shore. The harbour is 
only proper for small craft : it is very safe, and runs in shore 
near two miles. The road from the village to the port is tire- 
some, uneven, and full of loose stones. 


Among the northcni mountains, about four or five leagues 
from Palma,^is the source ol a kind of livei, called la Rierra ; 
it is almost dry during great part of "the year; but in the rainy 
rtSBon it becomes very full, and extremely rapid, and often does 
considerable damage. La Rierra empties itself, into the sea^ 
under the ramparts of the cii} of Palma, In the year 1403, the 
M'ater increased so rapidly, that iGOO houses w^ere. carried away, 
and 5500 people were drowned. In J408, its ravages were 
l-epxjwed. The years 1444, 1G13, and l635, were also nwrked 
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by similar disasters Ariie waters overflowed and ittUfidated all 
the coiinlry^ and even in the city, they rose to the height of four 
feet, running into the sen, by the mole of the port. 

Not far from the source of this* river, is a village cdletl 
Piiigpugnent ; it is situated^yi a larg^ valley, covereS with olive 
and other fruit trees. The produce^ of this orchard, joined to 
that of some flocks of cattle, and a small quantity •of silk, make 
the wealth of the inhabitants, whose numbers ^may be about 
1200. The houses of Puigpugnent are separate, and situated a 
good space 4 >ne from tlje other. ^ ' 

A short distance from this village on the road to Palma, is 
another, called Calvia ; the number^f inha1:Htants is from 12 to 
1300; the situation is hill^, and fruitful in oil, grain, and ca- 
roubs. The people of this canton are chidly shepherds, and 
the flocks make thiei? principal revenue. Calvia is near the 
small port of Paqura, w'here the king don ^aynie the conqueror, 
landed in the year 1229. Hon •Alphonso, and don Pedro, 
also made choice of this place to land their troops. 

Near to Calvia, on the sc^i shpre is Deya, a village of little 
note, containing about 500 inhabitants, who like tho^e of Cal* 
via, employ themselves in feeding their flocks and swine ; these 
animals rove at liberty in the underw^oods which covers the can- 
ton. They have likewise some small quantity of oil. 

The roads in the interior of the island are in *a bad state, from 
not being kept in repair ; this negligence is a sensible prejudice 
to the progress of agritu!liirc, and to the activity of commerce, 
every article to be conveyed to the sea shore^must be carried 
the back o^f a mule, or on carts of a clumsy w orkmanship, ^id 
which can travel but slowl^’. 

The whole population of Majorca, amounts to about 
1 36,000 inhabitants. Palnfa, the capital, contains 33,000. 
these, J*3G,OO0, tlftjy reckon 32,GjpO women, and 27,000 chil-* 
dren ; of the 33,000 inhabitants of the capital, 14,000 are 
w omen, and 5,108 children ; deducting from the total of the 
population of the island, the women and children, there re- 
mains 57,000 inhabitants. In. this calculation the aged and 
iiilirra are not reckoned, the nun|J)er of whom is said to be 
14,250; 42,730, ihe^nuniber of those of age ilhd strength 
sufficient for the culture of tlie lands, the navigation and defenrjg;^ 
of the island. This number of effective men, is still reduced 
by the ecclesiastics, who amount to 4,055, 1002 of whom 
are monks. I'hus Majorca, has but 40,693 men capable of- 
labour, IVonrthe number of 32,009 women, must be deducted 
1,204, of whom 60() are luius, and of course devoted to celi- 
bacy ; and 604 also devoted to celibacy, but foluutarily dedh 
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catbig tbemjcives to an honourable and us^ul service in the dif- 
ferent charitable establishments. ^ 

Might there not be added to the number of these women who 
do not encrease the populaUon, those who giving way to their 
passions, ai^ at once lost toi society ^hy idleness, which is always 
dangerous, and by that sterivit^, wmen is a consequence, or ra- 
ther punishment of debauchery. In a climate such as Majorca, 
and under q government where the sex is almost authorized in 
its deviations, by an indulgence carried much too far, to what 
nurnberi:would the calculation amount ? The niincjl refuses to 
enter into such humiliating and painful investigations. For my 
part, I had rather turn my thoughts to those happier times, when 
Majorca was not yet subjected to a licentious depravity, so fatal 
to population, and .to the good of society. The Majorcans have 
not always been incapable of conquering th/ric passions, or of re- 
sisting the power of avarice. It i^ in the city, the abode of 
tlie greatest^ number 6f fortiguers, that this shameful liber- 
tinism, mostVy prevails. In the country in general, the females arc 
virtuous, modesty and of pure morals* 


CHAPTER' II. 


CLIMATE — QUALITIES OF THE SOI L-^ CULTURE AND THE 
PRODUCTIONS OF THE LANDS. 

Jl HE climate of Majorca is temperate, and the mountains 
"which surround thg island, protect^ it from the north winds ; 
nevertheless they are some time visited by owe of these which 
descending from the mountain^ occasio^is a cold atmosphere in 
the plain, and at times does considerable damage ; tearing up 
by the roots, and carrying away great part of the olive trees, 
Ivith which the hills are covered. In the summer the sea 
breezes allay the extreme heat. The climate of Majorca va- 
ries with the different situations. In the month of August the 
inhabitant of^Ae mountain feels noj tl^c inconvenience of the 
asressive heat of other regions ; the islander who lives on 
the eastern borders, eai the contrary experiences but little of 
the cold during the winter. The intermediate valleys do not 
owe their temperature to the coolness of the streams^ for there 
are none in jbe island, but to the vicinity of the ihonntains, the 
ebaiii of which extends to the East, the North and to the West, 
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and even stretches intv the interior of the lands. Some of these 
mountains are verv lof ly : such as those of Pug-majoV, and Ga- 
latzo, on wifose summits the air is often pure and serene, when 

the same time the rest of the island ^is covered with clouds. 
The air passing through the kind of canals which are informed by 
these mountains, becomes rdwfied, a^d is cooled by the light 
\vinds, which carry it to the inhabitants of the valleys, 
natural productions of the island are perfect thermoinetcrs, that 
tell the qualities of the climate, and which neve» dt?ceive ; let 
ns extend our observations over the whole island of Majorca, wc 
shall see it adorned witli* woods of 0'Jt)riferous orange trees, the 
fruits of which are every where esteejped, and are not inferior to 
those of Malta and Portugal, and which have obtained it the 
title of the golden island. Here the eye beholds lofy palm- 
trees : there tlte caroub tree, which bids defiance to the severity 
[)f the winter, and f>r<?flents,^rom the beginning of August, a 
fruit ripened to perfection. Tow'ards the <*iidof June, the vine 
is loaded with clustres of grapes of exquisite s\v(jetness and 
flavor ; the finest cotton is liere produced, as also the plan- 
tain, that wonderful productiDn nature, whose fruit feeds tlie , 
poor Indian, whose bark flirnishes him with domestic' utensils, 
both convenient and elegantf wltli the leaves of w'hich lie co- 
vers his humble habitation, and which protects him from the heat 
of the sun. The plantain, which is found in ninny gaixlens at 
Palma, is the same described bv Salmon in his History of the 
World, written in Ilulian^und Father Gumilla’s History of Oroo- 
noka. 

It is true the Majorcans d (5 not possess llu? friyt of the plan- 
tain, but tliis tree growing^ naturally in the* island, is no small 
proof of the excellence of the climate. Jt is from the tempe- 
rature of the Balcares, that ^Strabo named |hem the fortunate 
islands. , • ^ 

In the northern part of the island of Majorca, the w^iole of 
the coast is lined with high and inaccessible rocks. To the East 
and South it spreads into plains, and has numerous ports and an- 
chorages. Thus the island may be divided into^ two parts : the 
plains and the mountains. On the last, the soil is of a reddish 
colour, and mixed with stones, neve rtheless it is very fertile. 
All these mountains *are covered with trees from tlli top to the 
bottom ; some of them are proper for building. The wilHf 
olive-trees are very hardy and numerous ^ the islander profits as 
much as he cairby this bounty of nature ; he grafts, cultivates, 
and indeed uses all care and attention, to preserve, these va- 
luable trees. To .prevent their being torn np by tlie roots, and 
carried away by the torrents, which at times precipitate fro4» the 
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luoantains, he protects each tree with a liftle wall of chy storie, 
which supports the lands ami leaves thmvater a free course ; 
all these little ramparts have a passage between ihea' for the pur- 
pose^ sufficiently wide we may reckon more than thirty of 
these wal|s, one above another^ forming a kind of amphi* 
theatre, which has a very ^oretty eft^ct, and gives at the same 
time an idea of the labour. Industry and patience of the cul- 
tivator. ^ 

In the chai^n of mountains of Majorca, may be distinguished 
those of Torella and Galatzo, entirely covered with trees, 
chiefl^olives and green daks ; among theSe last ate some of an 
astonishing size; there are also many others lit for carpen- 
ter's work, and firs whiMi serve for the building of small 
vessels. 

At the time of ‘^the last expedition of the Spaniards against 
Algiers, they had from hence, wood/ to build thirty seven 
bombs and armed vei^sels. 

The sov! of the plains i# not so fertile as tliat of the moun- 
tains; in many places it is very much sunk, so that in the times 
of abundant rains, the water lays pn the ground till the seed pe- 
rishes ; eyeu in favourable seasons the crops are always weak in 
these cantons of the island, but many parts of the plain seem 
to be very proper for meadows, or grazing lands. There is here 
found in abundance a kind of jonquil, of which the laige cattle 
are very fond, and particularly llie horses ; there are also great 
.quantities ol angelica and wild celery; these two plants so 
much sought after, and which produce^'so much in oilier jilaces, 
were here, a few’ >?ars back, of no value, the islanders neglected 
or did not know tha means of making their cuitivaUon an ad- 
vantage ; a Frenchman lias profited by their carelessness or igno- 
.ramce. 

The island is watered only by the springs^ which comes from 
the midst of the mountains; at thbse sea'sons^ when the snow 
melts which covered the sumniils of the mountains, and w hen 
the rains are heavy and of long duration, these streams run 
down in torrents, attended with, danger, more than equal to the 
utility. 

Majorca has many deepjlioles in the earth, dry pits hollowed 
by nature, Which assisting the expjosiqn of the inllammable air, 
contribute to prevent earthquakes ; in fact there is here no re - 
membrance of any such event. 

Within these few yeaVs, there has b(?eii discovered in several 
places, a jein of pit-coal ;‘some individuals united in the inten- 
tion of undertaking the w(\vk. But the labour presented such a 
prospect of expcnce, greatly abch-e the means of the society, that 
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it was given up ; in fact^U could never succeed without the as- 
sistance and protection ot the governinent. 

It ha$ been said by some, that ve ins have been found, indica- 
tive of mines of gold and silver, and that# ininiuin, or red lead 
of u superior quality, had been discovxred, as also mercury, 
'^riiese reports, however, are not 1>eliev^t% and the number of the 
islanders who appear to give them any credit, is confined to a 
few old men, who are foiul of wonderlul stories. 

1 was also assured, that in the in()untainsof Majorca, «thcfe were 
found granite, garnets, agate, jasper, ai^ porphyry; but I saw 
none of them, and I believe these discoveries may be ranked 
with those of the gold and silver mines. ^ 

Isavv at the ci)iivent of the Ga[)uchins, a very large window, 
the only one which tlun e was in the choir, composed of panes of 
a kind of transparent stone, which the friars told mo was 
brought from Jiaguabutar ; 4)ut 1 kuow that it came from 
\ alencia. ^ 

i\t Andraig, Puigpugnent, Bagnabufar, and Bug‘Xola, is 
found marble, that is speckled with red and wliite. 

At Alaro is extracted a kiifll oT marble, which they call 
amaudradof from the form of the sliatK s, w hieh icsemWe al- 
moiiiis ; it is black and white. • Aitliough it is common; it is 
much valued. * 

The islanders make use of these marbles in the ^lecoration of 
ilie churches, and the gates of the houses belonging to the 
rich. • 

Bcninsalem furnishes flat square stones, with which the 
ehurches and houses are i)aved. * • 

From Bagnabufar, is brought free stone ; fr^m Arta and Ma- 
nacor, mill stones ; at Estellences is often found stones with a 
very sharp edge. , 

The sandy stong which is used for building, is common at 
J Jiicb-Major, and at Santaqui ; it is proper for fortifications, 
as it is not liable to crack. It is of this that the ramparts at 
J Filina are built. 

In many pai Is of the island slate is found, but the islanders 
make no use of it. 

At Aria and Estell|inclis, are som« grottos, w’here the va- 
riety of the stalactites amuse and interest the obscrvel^with the 
sportiveness of nature. 

Fire-stone is very common in the islaiui of Majorca, and al- 
most every where Ihere is plenty of a, sort of white linip or 
plaster, which is much in esteem. 

In general the stony part of the mountains is composed of 
ST. SAUVEUR.] 1> 
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mixed ^toncs, formed of chalky, vi^ifiable, and refractory 
p:rts. 

In the viciniiy of Campos, are situated some salt-pits, uhich 
they do not make so })?oiitable as they migl)t. 

If tluiy were atl< tided to witli more care, and some ntoiK y 
were expended in tiu' \v(tr|v, the\^ vvoiild not only he stilficit nt lor 
the consmnption in tli(‘ island, but that there would he a consi- 
derable ovetplu.> for exportation. 

TheiV i^no donbl but that the island of Majorca pi esents a 
largii researches of the ixUanist. It aflords sim- 

ples, and plants (d evei ^lcind ; and pfobably there mi^d'.t he dis- 
covered among them soitM" new ones, or such as are scarce in 
other places, or at least but. little known. J distinguished tlio 
Ih/pi ricvii t a kind of inyrtle, ofwiiicli the islanders 

make but little use. The sorotorine aloe of Majorca is much 
esteemed, and the angelica and Wcinlock are much fm< r than in 
any other ^ , 

As foil: the mineral waters, T only saw one spring, near Cam- 
pos, it is call’d the* fountain of St. John ; the watt r appe ars to 
me to be strong!} in^jnegnatTd \^ith sul[>bm ; it is \^ala^, anti 
the iiTliabilunts ns(' Jt for enring cutaiHons di.^'ti’tnp^ rs. 

There are very few vt noinoUs reptih s in the idaud of JSla- 
jorca. 

There is notliii g pai titular in the birds and qnadrn])eds, nor 
did 1 observe any tiung i t markable in lin^ different kinds ofllsli. 

Tlie i.dand of Majorca, is, vvilbouVeontiadiction, (siu^ of those 
most favoured by iiuiiue, being so advaulagcously situated Ik - 
tvvecii I'iurepi' diid 7\trii’a, tln;*temperaturtj of the climate, and 
the quality of ihi^* insure to l}ie inhabitants the bit ssings t)t 
abundance ; rnwertlieic-ss agriculture is iitr from that degrt c of 
perfection, attiv.a d to iu other <,'ounlnt?s. One is at first struck 
with their imperfect manner of tuilliire: ]>qt the autonishimait 
ceases, on calcid ling the population and exte nt of the sin face of 
the island, and on observing the manner in which the lands art^ 
divided and managed. I have followed tin* husbandman in his 
Jabonrs witli an attentive eye, and observed his customs and 
pie indices. 

In an account given Ir:) the supreme^ council of finances at 
Madj id^the surface of the islaiid«of Majorca is estimated to 
be 12‘i4 square miles. '^I'he whole population is but 136,000 
souls, iie\ertheless ll^e produce of corn is insufficient, and tliere is 
some imported, at least ,60,000 fanques t very year. The fan- 
que is s Spanish measure, containing twenty* five pounds, of 
sixteen oum es to the pound. 

This deficiency in the article of corn, far from diminishing. 
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seeTiis to ijicff Mso [)roi!;i^\'^siveIy. There is no doubt but that the 
iauds \vhl( h are silii:U<ai‘at the foot of the moiiiiltoiis, Or in tlie 
vicinity o/’ toriTiits, must Jose niucli of their sa t and vegetable 
Micculcncy, and oxperit Jice a st^irsible dc^erioratitni, from the ef- 
fect of the abuiidaiit rains, and the ininidutions of the ^torrents. 
To these }>hy.sical causes, niaf «be addefl those winch arise from 
the want of iiiiormation, means, and activity of the husband- 
man. * 

In the district dependant on Palma, the ccipital, an^^some fields 
or raliicr muddy hnaJs, which are entirely nnenitivated. There 
ai <* also other finds ol' Lfic‘*same kind, umd in the same neglected 
slate, in the districts of Andraig, Calvia, Campos, Santagiii, Pe- 
tra, Muro, Poubla, Alcndia, ^aiid Pollenza : the natural fertility 
of the soil, lit vertheless promises to reward tlie lahtans of the 
industrious hnsWuiduian ; the little which has* }ieen sown has 
produced in a ratio oT forty 141 one. \v hat a res(>urcc for the 
islander, and witli what eas<t iniglit he free hynseif from the tax, 
which he annually [>a)s to llie states of liarbary, to : 4 iake up 
the deficiency of corn. 

This hope is not iounded on»a fitlse calculation ; its possibility 
may be known, by casting the eyes around on other portions of 
land in lire nciglibourlioud of Aria and Manucor, whicli arc pro- 
per for the cultivation of cor«, and which are nevertheless al- 
most entirely iieglccied, and where, at least for two years succes- 
sively, no labour has been done. * 

The draining of the inundated lands is easy, and shew's itself 
to be so. In the tendency of the waters to the sea, and their vi- 
cinity to the beach. • • 

'I'lie M ay^n can farmer is uninformed, or ui most kiiow's but 
little of the improvements in agriculUii e practised by strangers, 
ills instruments of tillage are defective ; the plough without 
whetds, is only comj)osed of a long piece of wood, at the bot- 
tom of which is* fixed the ^harc, a\id at the other extremity is 
placed the heavy yoke ; they commonly make use of mules, 
and even asses are employed to draw tlie plough. These ani- 
mals are put to, in the same manner as oxen, which are also 
used in some parts of the island ; tjie yoke rests on the shoulders. 
This method of putting to the cay^le, takes away from their 
strength; the labourer is pbligcd alternatively to raj^ and push 
down the ploughshare ; the furrows are consequently of little 
dc]>th, and the land seems rather raked than ploughed. 

To manure the lands, the Majorcans inake use of the dung of 
the cattle, and the dirt of the streets, but they have not a sufficient 
quantity, considering the extent of thf soil ; sometiine*s there arfe 
pieces of land barren for want of dunging. They also make use 

i> 2 
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of sfia-xveed, mkcd with marl ; but tlyfs is only in those dis^ 
tricts that are near the sea-shore. INI any of the peasants believe 
tlmt when the rains are very heavy, just after the sowinp; seasf .n, 
the grain rots in the eai^h ; but this cannot be, except in those 
low landf, where the writer remains a length of time. Act ai d- 
ing to this idea, tliey sovvmIic latiflWresh, and the first sowing, 
beginning to sprout, is choaked as it were, and eakened by the 
second seed ; the consequence is, that the blade is weak, and 
the ear Aot felled. The Majorcan neglects, oris little informed 
of the means of destroy kig the worms which eat the seed, or of 
prestu-ving the corn fronrthstemper. * 

The culture of maize, qj' of Turkey corn, is very little thought 
of ; it would be of great advantage, when there was a want of 
other grain. 

For a number of years, the islanders have made it their 
chmf care, to encreasc the number of tlieir fruit trees. '^I'his 
part of rival cconotny might be carried still fartlun', wiliiout 
fringing Vn the [aiirls proper for corn. It is thought that 
near a twontietli part of tlie surface of the island niiglit yet be 
planted. Above ail, the nmlbATV trees come to great perfection ; 
the ))rofhice of silk is considerably increased, and, [)esides the 
c onsiimption of the islanders, fuAiishes a new article for com- 
merce and exportation. ThecultuVe of the mulberry trees is en- 
couraged by lite govei nment, wliich has exempted the silks from 
every duty in going out of the island. ^Nevertheless this favour 
does not serm to iudiice the Majorcanc* to make new plantations; 
numbers of them are persuaded, that the climate is not favorable 
to the piopngatioh of siik-wornis ; it would be easy to conviuce 
them, that this opinion is erroneous.. • 

As for me, 1 think tin ir indifference for this interesting 
braiidi of indusliy. is only the re.sjilt of their ignorance of the 
t uhure of the mulberry tree, and of the necessary care of the silk 
worms. 

almond i.S, doubtless, one of the most useful trees tc> 
the Majorcans ; the leaves serve to feed the cattle; the green 
bark burnt, is excellent for the manufacture of soap; the dried 
bark i.s used for. fuel. The ashes of the green bark are calculated 
at 8 p. ^ of the value of rbe almoiid itsel/. They also obtain 
fiotn the Sfinond tree, some small q^iahtily of gum, which is 
sent to Barcelona. The nuinher of these trees is considerable, 
and encreases greatly,; it is thought they might still be in-^ 
creased one-third. 

The figrtree seems to he indigenous to the island ; the climate 
is Very favourable, and it gcows every where, almost wiiliout any 
tr Ouble ; the fruit is a chief article of food to those islanders^ 
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ift ho arc poor. The ctop of figs amounts annually to 12,000 
quintals, and this quantify might certainly be tripled ; tlie culture 
and increase of the lig-tree is encouraged by the exemption of all 
duties on dried figs. ^ 

quintal , or hundred weight, is estimated to be# worth a 
piaster ; thus, they would have^R nett pwfit of 24,000 piasters, a 
sum (hat would partly pay for the foreign corn that is im- 
ported. 

Thf3 number of those trees, which supply wood for life works 
of the joiner, such as poplars, waliiut-^eCvS, cherry-trees, &Ci 
decrease insensibly, llicfr number mi^t be encreased with the 
greatest facility, by making plantations j^f them, in the numerous 
marshy places. I'lie cantons jof Soller and Esporlas would be 
very proper for encreasing the number of these trees. 

Orange and femoii-trees seem to be suUiciently cultivated, 
though they might be brought to a greater degree of per- 
fection. ^ • 

The vine is also cultivated with care ; but it is nevertheless 
true, that the Majorcans might much encrease the produce 
by planting divers fallow gtomllls, that are only fit for 
the vine. • 

The olivc-lrecs, occupy at Icsist one-third of the land of the 
island ; although the culture of them, is carefully attended to, yet 
there are means of melioration, which the islanders yeglect, or are 
ignorant of; many of them do not know the proper time or man- 
ner of pruning ; thus the extraneous branches absorb a part of 
the vegetable succulence, and iinpoverisli the tree. Neither has 
the peasant the precaution of profiting by the rHin, to form re- 
servoirs to ewpply water for. the olive trees ;• and however ex- 
perience may prove, that the more these trees are w^ateri'd, the 
inore fruit they produce, yet ii^ this particuJar \j;iey are indebted 
to nature only. ^ ; 

The caper-trees furnish tfie Majorcans with an article of con- 
sumption and exportation ; it conies to perfection in the most 
sterile place.s ; it takes root even on the walls, and it requires 
scarcely any other care, than to protect it from the rigour of the 
season in the winter. 

Of fruits and vegetables there is abundance, but little variety ; 
most of those cultivated in Fiance, would succeed puffectly at 
Majorca. 

1 have sometimes eaten excellent Beiirre ^ears, Doyenne pears, 
apples, and other fVuits ; the plants of which had been brought 
from France for a rich Majorcan, and which he culliv|ited for 
his owm use. I have seen some emigraut Frenchmen, who live 
here very comfortably, on the produce of a small Harden, where 
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ihrv rultivato only sucli plants as arc' liltte known in the 
island. 

To carry agriculture to tlic degree of perfection, of which it is 
capable in this island, t|M‘ encouragc nient and assi^'tance of the 
sovereign is necessary ; fpr example, the draining of land, drowned 
by tlie stagnant \A aters, is^an undtfrVakiiig greatly above tlu^ means 
of an individual, who could never bear the expeuce of the vvoik, 
or the j)nreha.se of the iiecessrn y UKu hincs. 

The waiPir-of carriage loafis, in a country where there are no 
navigable rivers to convey ihc commodities, is without contra- 
diction, one of the great''! »bst:\cles to tiu‘ progress' of agi icuitmx?. 
Every thing from the int|;rior of the island is carrieil on the 
backs of mules, or on carts of a v^ry chini'^y make. ; these carts 
are composed of a kind oi door with a heaw hi am, to which is 
fixed an ill-shr.ped axle tree ; to this ar*; (astt nt'd two dat v\lieels, 
formed of several pieces ol \v(n>d^ bound’ togetlnr with an iron 
hoop, which is studded with the eluius> heads of large 

.square Is. Tlie axle lrc<; turns, hut the w In. els ii\c fixed: in 
the from ol the cart, the l>(‘am. b»»-ms a triangular space, witere 
the driver places iimi.self: hd caivadd at plt asurt^, two boards to 
the sid«e of the cart ; the mules aie ta^tem^d l.v tiie n< < k to an 
enormous yoke, very lu aw, and us big as the < art. '1 iiis yok<‘ is 
tied with a large rope to the beam; which f<u this pinqiose has at 
the end two ip)n hooks above, and two strong pegs or pins uu- 
<ieriieath ; the rope is crossed betwem tliesc points ol support 
and stay. I'hese heavy carts move w^di difficultv, and ofionrsc 
go siowiy ; their motion is aUciKn d w itii a detdi ning duuigrecable 
noise. 1 lie imik s are so iasteJu <1, that they eanuot < xert all 
their stnujgtli, anfl arc sf) '!j tired f the driv< r is <o fu n orjliged 
to place himself betwci'n the two mules to assist them, leading 
them by the bri(JJe. W hen wo b<;))ohl tiiese singular carn iages, 
we cannot liclp lltinking of the ecrlv :ig{‘sof civili/aUion. I’he 
conches are likewise of a make which may serve as an e[)Och hi 
the history of the ^lajorcans. 

These defects are the consequences of the bad condition of 
the roads ; a more convenienl and lighter cart w ould be de- 
stroyed in ways .so rough, and lull of stones and holes; for 
though the Majorcan car^ cannot carry jniy great weight, and 
trav( Is slft^wly, yet it 1ki.s the advaiitagi^ of being very strong, and 
never overturns. The driver on the way often slecq>s, without 
any care, as he is sure of the mules, who aix? so fastened, tliat 
they cannot wander from the roail, as is olten the case w ith our 
shaft hqrses. 

The disproportion of the population to the* extent of the soil, 
is another cause of the languishing state of agriculture. 1 have 
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endeavoured to jrive tlie inosl exact calculations of that of Ma- 
jorca ; and conipnriiig the niunlicr ot individuals who "may be 
emploved in the cultivaiiou of the laiids) with tlie surface of the 
island, the dispi<»portion is soon acknowJedjjjed. Many of the 
lands reniain hdlow for w ant of hands, ^he truth ot ll\is is sen- 
sibly fell :.boiit Ah’udia, the city^ol the island. 

k is iienerailv said that the cause of* the depopulation of this 
canton, is the distnnpcr occasioned hy the air, which flte exhala- 
tions from the Afuifera reivder so very iinwdiolesiwn^. 'rhe 
Ahuf'era stH ins to have fonnerlv been a srnali sea-port for light 
vessels \\hu!l> dfew but iaifa water. Tlure is still to be seen in 
.some pans of tlie !)ord» r^ of this nast^ })(>()1, some remains of 
ancient const ruction^ winch se^iu U» piove the truth of the cou- 
jecturo. 

By degrees this port became clioakt d up with the different 
substances which l!u* laiiis and^vateis hi ought with them in their 
course. Thus this port, neglected bv the iwhabilants, became 
only a muddy inoui.NS. • 

1 thonglit I perc<'ived, in the siliialion of the actual state of the 
city of Aicuilia, th(‘ true causef or^al least the chief cause, of its 
depopuiatiou. Alcuclia is built on the declivity of a myuntaiii, 
two miles from the sea-short f in this situaliou it liiis neither 
sjirings nor fountains ; the iithuhitauls therefore must drink the 
water from their cisterns : the water becomes coiiTi}>led in most 
of these reservoirs for want of being ke[)t clean, not so much 
from negiigeiu as tlu‘ wayl of icands. Every house has cellara 
more or less tltep and w ide ; tlu sc places underground in the 
lime of great rain> are subject to be filled wirti water tlnougli 
those air iioWis which are open even with th» edge of llic soil; 
the accumulated waters in these cellars in.'^eiisihly uudei mine the 
foundations and often occasion jlhe liouses to Ujli down in a mo- 
ment’s tiiuie. • 

'^i'hese cellars inu^t inevifahly emit nnwholesoine exhalations ; 
anti these inconveniences, addt^d to the bud quality of the water, 
winch is drunk by the inhabitants of Alcudia, with food that is 
not very good, appears to me to he the true cause of the distem- 
pers, which areaUrihnU'd to the Awbufera. 

1 remarked that the inhabitants of y^e country about Alcudia, 
even in the vicinity of tlu; Abufera, wane very heaWiy, while 
those of tiui city bhcweal every symptom cf ill heultli, languor, 
and despondency. On entering tins unfortunate place, we ap- 
pear to he transported to the abodes of the dead : tlic iiouses 
present the spectacle of a mass of tombs, and the citizens look 
like spectres. There are not more than seven or eigiit hundred 
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persons in Alcudia, and yet this city nni?$t have had a very iiuine- 
rous population, at least if we may judge by the part it has 
acted, in the course of tlie events which form the history of the 
island ; and the Abuferp, so pernicious at present^ existed at the 
time of those events. r 

The situation of Alavlia bf^^veen the two finest and best 
anchorages of the island, is so advantageous for conunerte 
and navigation, that it naturally creates tlie desire to proiit by it, 
by endehvo«ring to eiicrea.se the population of this unhapp) can- 
ton, They have therefore held out the inducements of a small 
sum of money, a certam portion of Idnd, and so'me of the iinin- 
habited houses, to whoever would go and settle at Alcudia ; 
tl>ey deceived themselvf s by these; measures, for it was evident 
that no islander would Jeavt' the canton where lie lived in com- 
fort, to go to another where his best hope would be to vegetate 
a long time before he could rcap«the fruits of his labour. I'hesc 
encouragements tlitn cou^d only be applicable to strangers, and 
few oi riiose could be found in an island, where they are gene- 
rally .seldom more than birds of passage, and chiefly consi.st of 
sea-faring men, and where, ‘as is the case throughout Spain, 
the intf^lerance of religion is a constant check to the industry of 
foreigners. The surest method w'ould havS^ been to have en- 
tirtdy abandoned tlie city of Alcifdia, and to have rebuilt it iu 
a situation nearer the point of the isthmus which separate.^ the 
two hays. One of the most efficacious methods to attract thither 
new' inhabitants, husbandmen, and gonsequently the collateral 
circumstances which produce wealth to this part of the island, 
W'ould probably ffie to grant, least for a certain number of 
years, an exemption Iroin duties op all inercIiaiKlize entering or 
going out of the bay of Alcudia, 
ll the hindrany . to the progresfi of agriculture be an inevitable 
consequences of a deficienev of population^ the manner in which 
this po[>ulation is distributed and employed, appears to me to 
be a eause no less latai; iu ralculaling the total number of the 
inhabitants of the island, I make the deduction of those indivi- 
duals who are lost to tl»e cultivation of the lands, and to the 
encicase of ])0[)uliJtiun. 'lo the brood of monks, nuns, and 
priests, spread over the liiwn and country, there must yet be 
added a f^nsiderable luiniber of youvg healthy people, who fill 
the seminaries and cloisters ; some aspiring to a benefice, w'hich 
would give them the pieans of living in sloth, and others mis^ 
taking their indolence, aqd aversion to labuuf, for a divine in- 
f<piratioij. To this class I have yet to add another who are 
equally lost, not to popuiation, but lo the labours of agriculUue. 
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Tills is composer! of a number of idle fellows dispersed in the 
houses of tiie ficli, whose whole employ is to display (by wear- 
ing a shabby livery) not so much the opulence as the vanity of 
tlnar patrons, # 

Tin; unequal division of thf glands iy another error,® destruc- 
tive to airriculture. It necessarily occasions a bad rural ad- 
inhiistration; a si n<][]e family, and often a single individual, is in 
posst ssion of lands of very considerable extent. These lands, 
however large, are not cultivated so as to make lhemT)f a proper 
value, even to t^ie proprietors themselves^ they live retired in the 
city, and the former manage their (jstates. These last have only 
their personal interest [o direct thei« in their labours ; they 
therefore, endeavour to profit by the limited time of their lease ; 
and their care is, to draw from the land a produce above its 
natural fertility : exhausting the strength of th.c soil does not con- 
cern them, but the consequeiife is, that these lauds remain a 
longtime afterwards without produce. • 'rimsVe see that in great 
proprii^torships, there is alvvays considerable parcel* of land 
which remain fallow ; however, some proprietors have seen the 
inconveniences of this ill jiulg(.!cl management, and have divided 
their large possessions in portions, which they have sold ftft’ life to 
divers Imsljandmen. And these men, thus become proprietors, 
liave given their whole care to the melioration of the soil, whicli 
enables tiiem at their deaths, to leave to their* children the 
inejms of supplying their places, by new purchases. 

'riu' population in these«caiitons is increased in proportion to 
the comforts enjoyed by ihe^ inhabitants who cultivate the 
land. * 

1 have it i!i my power to give a very striking example of this 
triitli. The land of Saiia was a few years ago entirely in the 
hands of one family It was arf’terwards divided into small por- 
tions ; aiKrat this time one,of tln^se portions, which are called 
establishments, contains eight hundred inhabitants. I’he lands 
whicli had been in an imcultivated state until tlie time of this 
division, produced aliimdantly, I'he land of Saiita-Ponca, 
which remained in the hands of a single proprietor, produces but 
little, and for the in(j-,t part appears like an uncultivated desert. 

To obtain from the*culture of iKe •lands all the ^ivantages 
which might be expected, It is nece ssary to enlighten the mind 
of the husbandman, to make him sensible of the defects of his 
management, to combat and conquer hls*ancicnt habits, and to 
subdue his prejudices, by setting befone his eyes, the reiterated 
proofs the utility .and superiority of other methods of managing 
the soil. It is to the conviction of IhisYact, that we are indebt- 
ST. SAUVEUR.] K 
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ed, for the establishments of societies oP economy and agricoT- 
ture, in hiost of the cities of Spain, whose aim is to nu liorate 
tlie culture of the lands, and assist the progress of the arts, and 
of commerce. MajorQa lias a society of tins kind under the 
name oi frie rich of thes'onnfrif, ^ But often the means of im- 
provement are wanting : they finfl themselves at a stand in de- 
signs of great utility, and to plans of less importance they do lioi 
give much attention. 

I'he chit?!f produce of the island of Majorca, consists of wheat, 
barley, oats, almonds, ^igs, oranges, vegetables, oil, wines and 
brandies. 

The w'hcat Inarvest yfarly amounts to .507,228 faneqnes. 
The barley harvest amounts to ]78,279i and that of oats to 
121,766. 

The quantity of wheat and barley is insufficient for the con- 
sumption of the inhabitants ; theydmpoil from Barbary to make 
up the deficiency. , 

The dats produce a sufficient quantity for the consumption of 
the island. 

The Majorcans gather nelar 107,414 faneqnes of vegetables 
of every kind* The beans alone, although the chief article of 
food to the iiihabitantH of the cotmtry places, gives a surplus of 
about 12,000 faneques, which are sent to Barcelona. 

The produc/i of oil is calculated to be 2,08 1 ,969 arrobes, of 
which 100,000 are exported. The arrobe is a liquid measure of 
twenty-five pounds, , 

The iiiitiibcr of oranges and lemons is reckoned to be 24,000 
weight, 14,000 df which are sent to France and other places 
on the continent. • ' 

The almonds give 2 1 ,944 fan^ques ; 11,400 are exported. 

The produce ^ figs is entirely consumed in the island, and 
amounts to 12,00© quintals ; 952,747 arrobes js'the quantity of 
wine produced ; nearly 575,629 are consumed in the island. 

They make about 37,400 arrobes of brandy, of which at least 
15,000 are exported. 

The Majorcans, besides their own consumption, export 
about 2,000 quintals of capers of different qualities. 

The quantity of hemp way be about 6,000 quintals : of silk 
at most td*400. The quantity of* flax does not exceed 250 quin- 
tals. These two last articles are very insufficient. 

The wines of Mtgorca are of different qualities. -The 
lightest are those of Felanjx, Manacor, Petra,' and other places 
in the vicinity of these villages; Those of San.scllas and Benin* 
lalem ate much in esteem : but the wines of Bagiiabwfar are 
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the most excellent, and equal the best foreign wines ; for delici- 
ousness of flavor, and for strength, the Moscatel, the Malvoisie, 
the Pampel-Iiodat, and the Moutona of Pollenza, rfre particu- 
larly celebrated. The surplus of the consumption of the 
islanders is turned into brandies of tAree different qualities : 
the tirst, which the Majorcifns ^Ijem^^lves drink, is* flavoured 
with aniseed ; the second and. third sorts are exported. 


CATTLE. 

The island of Majorca maintains horned cattle ; 61,354 
sheep ; 33,6] 6 goats ; <25,000 swine ; ^,000 horses and mftes; 
and y^OOO beasts of burden, asses aiitfiniiles. 

These cattle supply food to the Majorcans, and some for tlie 
culture of the lands, the conveyance of commodities, and the 
inaimfactories of ver/ coarse gloth, with which the inhabitants 
of tfie country are clothed ; the deficiencies jnade in the flocks 
by the consumption of the inhabitahts, are made up, by oxen, 
sheep, &c. brought from Catalonia, the southern provinces of 
IVance. and the coast of Barixiry ^ and sonietinies the losses oc- 
casioned by epizootic distempers are repaired from Africa. 

The oxen are in general suiall, lean, and weak, winch pro- 
ceeds rather from the want of pasturage, than from the quality 
of the fodder. 

The mules and asses are on the contrary ver^ strong. The 
maintenance of these animals requires but little care, and they 
ar(i easily fed. Tjiey are smaller than those of Castile, hut very 
gentle, and are broke-in withoirt trouble. • 

None but these aiumals are employed as dijaiiglit cattle, either 
in town or country. A very few days after lliey have left the 
pasture, they may be employed without inconvenience. 

The lujrses are weak, have a miserable appearance, and are of 
very little service, faults yfhich are attributed to the influence of 
the climate; but the bad food, and the little care that is bestowed 
on these ani«iials, are more likely the real causes. I'hey give 
them only straw and a little barley. The have no litter in llieir 
Klables, but sleep couched on t^e pavement, which is always 
very damp ; economy makes them prefer mules, which moreover 
bear fatigue much better. ^ ^ 

The sheep are large ; their fleece is very thick and the wool i$ 
very fbie, and furnishes the islanders with about 500 quintals, 
per annum. The ewes and goats supply* milk and cheese ; they 
make of this last article, nearly 8OO0 quintals, of which, about 
45€K) is sent intb the kingdoms of Vqleiitia and Murcia. 
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The peasants are accustomed to make of the cream, a sort 
of white cjieese called Brosat, which is of a very pleasant flavour. 
Of this cheese they easily make butter of a delicate taste, but in 
quantity it is so reduce ^ ‘*' it it will not furnish any for the use Oi 
the kilclicn.* 

Of smMl pieces of niKtton the^ make a kind of pye, which 
they season very nuirh with pepper, and they are careful that the 
paste sliall J!)c but little baked, so llnu it remains white after it 
comes oi|t of the oven. They make at the same time a sort ot 
little cakes, "^the chh f ingredient of which is choc se * they have 
therefore given the iiam^of Ftomegiai^es to this ylugular sort of 
pastry. It Is a custom in all families, whether rich or poor, to 
make some oi' these pies ^nd cakes for the lime of Easter : the 
day on which they pr<;ceed to this very interesting operation, is 
a holiday for the» women who are engaged in it^ who previously 
invite their female friends, kinsfol^, and nViiglibours. They as- 
semble together in the chief rooms of the house ; w omen, chil- 
dren, mistresses, and servUnts, range themselves without any 
distinction around a table of sufficient length, where they set to 
work, and never quit their place, till the Froiru giades are drawn 
‘ out of the oven. They then divide and share them, making 
choice of some to present to their /riends, 8cc. ^c. 

To proceed in the description of the animals, the swine are 
large ; those they kill at shambles gMicrally w eigh from 
•jOO to 350 pounds. The Majoicans are very partial to lliis kind 
of meat ; the fat is only used in their ragouts, llicre is not any 
family wliose ( ircuin.slancos are easy, who do not kill a pig ov 
two at the beginifnig of the year ^ and w ho do not pieserve the 
lard and melt It for ^ he above purpose. , 

The y make of their jjork a kind of saussagos, called SoprrsnJt ,'!, 
which are extremely hi :h s( asoned. These are sehloin liki^d In 
.strangers, but ih^ Majorcans are cxlravagyntly foud^of them. 
'I'hey also make a kind of pye, of pieces of pufij a r, a kind of 
black pudding, made of the fat and blood of tlie pig, and pep- 
pered very much ; they acid to this, pieces of love apples, and 
some dried grapes. ''I’he first time 1 tasted this species of pastry 
I thouglit J was poisoned, neyerlbeless it is a kind of cookery 
cntich ill vogue. 

he day hen they kill tTic pig, is a shViilar holiday to that 
of the Fromcgiadcs, and is another occasion for the Majorcan 


* Yt'c cun orJj i fiiis pusfago, l y supposing that chccsc is of 

a peculi.'rlv olngmcius quality. make butter out of chccsc stems an ab- 
Miifi anomaly; but wo have liu-rally given tHre expression of the autlior. 
“ X)e cc froniii^e 071 fait fuciU mail hi beurre d'un gout delicate £d. 
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women to invite tlieir Telations and friends. These are invited 
to porche^iar, that is to say, to assist and take part, iTi all the 
operations of tTie charcuterie ; nhit h word includes curing sau- 
sag<% and black-pudding inakii.i See. 

They have jilenty of poultrj^ but uot/niany gi^ese ctf ducks : 
the islanders sekioni eat them. • 

They have small game in tolend>!e plenty, such as partridges, 
quails, woodcocks, thrushes, rabbits, and bares. Sin, There 
are no beasts of prey exct^j)l f<>x( s, and of them biitW^. 

jAmong the birds of prey the most euinmun is the sparrow* 
hawk. • • 

l"he Majorcans keep a great munb^* of pigeons ; there is not 
a lunise without some of theui. 

lush is not plenty, the fisherinen do not go far from the shore, 
and lisli of any cbnsidcrabie size are very scarce*, . 


criAP. 111. 


BESCRIPTION OF WIE CITY OF PAI.?kI 


1 ALMA, the capital of the island of Majorca*, is a Risliop# 
See, and luis a frovei uor-gcneral, whose military jurisdiction ex- 
tends io the Raleares and Piihii»siaii islands. A royal audience 
was e :tahli‘-hed iii this capital iif the year whose jurisdic- 

tion civil iiuf' .jnm.’.'ai, had the same extent fis that of the go- 
venior-gf'Mc 'll- Don iurdmand the catholic founded a Univer- 
sity at ill the year 148;;. ^ 

III iGf^f ’her^ v.iif formed, under the protection of the king, 
an ecoriondc sr)ciely, co^nposcd of the peisons most respected 
for f -mk and taleuis. T’icir labours enibraca d ev<^i y object which 
toll'd te» d to the morul or plivslc-ai gooii of the island. 

Tlie f»t ire of the pulilic welfare engaged the count dc Cam- 
potuaiM s, uuder the administration of the Count Florida Blanca, 
to solii'it the court of Madrid for Us protection to the above 
rstabi ? hment in the city of Pjiima; and that it mighiPhe put on 
the s ci no footing wdth those of the capital, Charles III. favour- 
ed beneficial views of that nobleman.^ The new society held 
ti V ir iirst assembly on the 2oth day of Septemlj^r in the same 
year; and ivok^lhe title of, TAe Sodetj/ of the Friends of 
the C QUhtnff and for a device, a [^aUii tree hung with trophies, 
(coaiposed of several implements of agriculture, navigation, and 
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the arts, by the side of winch is placed sr cornucopia, and above 
is a niirrofir reflecting the rays of the sun ; in the distance is seen 
the city of Palma, with the following inscription, Societate 
Clarior; and around it, Heal Socierlad De Jlmigos^ Del Hais, 
Del Meiffo, Di MaHor^i. This society annually bestow prizes 
on those artists, or mechanics \\h6 present any work performed 
with a remarkable degree of perfection/ or any new invcntioi* 
of approved utility. 

They give rcwaids to those cliildren in the principal 
schools, who distinguish themselves by their super jor talents, or 
particular improveinentN Palma is akso the residence of an in- 
tendant, and a numerous nobility who are extremely vain of 
their antiquity, and tenacious of dnir titles and rank. It is 
uituated on the sca-shore, and describes a semi-circle. This city is 
enclosed by a wail of fourU'en palm* in tlucknei>s, but made with 
a sort of white soft stone, which cannon'ball docs not break or 
split. This wall if protected by lliirleeu bastions, and other 
fortifications of some strcnglh ; but which do not seem capable 
of defence for any length of time against a siege. Tlu re are 
eight gates to this city, two<of tiiem are on that side which is 
next the ,sea. 

The port is small, and can onl^- receive vessels that draw' but 
little water, which moor on the north side to a narrow^ ill paved 
mote, ' Inch is about two hundred and iii'ty fathoms in length. 
It is terminated' by a bastion, and a sinail house, where those who 
are appointed as guardians of health atjleiid t«> receive the decla- 
rations of those captains, whoso vessels arrive in this port. Isear 
llie mote is a dock where small vessels are built. 

There is also ancther dock situated on the sea-shcre, near the 
port Aux Pins^ which they very improperly call the duck- 

, 4 . ... 

One of the principal buildings of Palma is the pal;ice of the 
governor general, wliere the regent of the audienoL, and the iu- 
tendant ha\e also their apartments. Thi«i palace is very large hut 
built without any regularity or taste; it is composed of great halls, 
and small incouveuieiit, ill-furnishtd chambers. Its situation 
on the sea-coast, of which it .commands an extensive prospect 
from a large balcony, niakgs a little amends for the melancholy 
appearanctvof tiie apartments. 

After crossing a large court-yard we ascended a flight of stone 
steps to the palace. The first room is a kind of vestibule, wdiich 
serves for the body guard. We then go to the right, through 
two large rooms, wherein there is scarcely a seat. "J'he third is 
the ball of audience, in which is a thjone of* crimson velvet, 
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fringed with gold. The three steps on which the throne is raised, 
are covered with a carpet. At tlie two sides, are two lions carved 
in wood, and gilt ; the canopy is also of crimson velvet, and tlie 
top is ornamented with j)anaclics of ostrich feathers. Above the 
throne are the portraits of tlui^king and/iueen : it is in <his rooni 
that the governor, on court and gala days receives the compli- 
ments of the nobility, the officers of the garrison, and strangers 
of distinction. The rooms, contiguous to this hall, are those 
where the gpvernor and his family reside ; they havt'TlS’thiug re- 
markable, iiour is there any thing more wor thy of notice in the 
apartments of*the intendiiU and of the I'egcnt of the audience. 
The furniture is more or less rich and elegant, according to tlie 
wealth and taste of lliose who«inhabit the rooms. 

In the body of this palace is the chapel ro}^al, the audience- 
chamber, the af chivies, an armoury, two guard -rooms, and vt 
barrack for one hundred and hor se solditn s, I'hei e are also 
two gardens belonging to the palact^ ; pne is f«r the use of the go- 
vernor-general, the other for the regent of the audience ; they are 
not either of them any tliirrg more than kitchen gardens. Near 
the palace there is a large sjjuar? tower very high, in which 
are kept the prisoners of state. They preterrd that thi!i palace 
W'as the work of the Roriuui% ; but from the form and style 
of its architecture, I do not* think that the construction of the 
edifice goes back to a more remote epoch, tl^firi 
the Moors were masters of the island, it is 509 years since 
the princes of that natioii possessed Majorca : the first time 
that 1 traversed the immense chambers of this antique castle, I 
could not help fancying inyseir cotemporary ^tith the remotest 
periods of histor'y, with the Romans, the •corrquerors of the 
Carthagenians ; and here 1 called to mind the times wheri the 
Vandals were masters of the iskind in 45(1 I ^ve a few tears to 
the memory of Onfortuuate lielisaiiiis, who, after tire con- 
quest of the Jtaleares, and moreover of Africa, was ovei'wlielined 
by the injustice and ingratitude of the emperor Justinian. Nor 
could 1 help making some ser ious reflections on the ravages of thc^ 
Moors. 1 quitted, however, these melancholy pictures for one 
which was an object of admiration, the king, don Jayme of 
Arragon, triumphant .over the barbawans. 

The cathedral is hands»mej but of Gothic ardiite?;ture ; tire 
dome is sustained by two rows of seven pillars each, seven palms 
and a half iu diameter, and one hundrecland fifty-six in height. 
The arcbitecture*of this church is bold, and does honour to the 
artist w^bo under|ook it, under Don Jayme, conqueror of the 
island. The ancient front^ which corresponded with the rest of 
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the building, ha? been replaced by a wooden ornament in a bad 
^yle. Tfie intoiior or the church, the grand altar, and the 
chapels have nothing vei' remarkable ; the choir occupies the 
center of the aisic^ aiivljclotruys every grace and beauty. It is 
composed of a xjuantity masonry ^\ ork, of cut stone, withotit 
the least ornament : at one corner of this heap is a pulpit, which 
by its form of along square, rather resembles a rostrum. It is 
entirely of stone, but decorated wvJi some sculptural designs. 
The throb«!5^i the bishi^-p, and a range of stalls of walnut-tree 
wood, occupy the interior of the choir. In the n^dst is an en- 
ormous ociagon le ading desk, whirli bnly leaves^'a narrow pas- 
sage on eiu hside. Th bT^een the choir, and the grand altar is 
placed the tomb of king Jay mo iL; it is a kind of urn of black 
marble, with some oi naments of copper, gilt. It is suppoitcd by 
four lions’ feot^ 'which do not ap|)ear to be in ‘proportion with 
llie grandeur of the mausoleum :« above is a crown of silver. 
A Latin inscription transmits to posterity the epoch of the 
death of that inonurch. This tomb is surrounded liy an iron 
grate, of the height of three feet, and which separates it from 
the entrance to the choir. The Siiost remarkable chapels are 
tliose of the crucifixion of St. Martin, and of St. Benoit, 
but there is only a confused hehp of sculptures to be seen* 
The traveller, Pons, complains of baving seen the same fault in 
seven 1 ' churches of the continent. The artist who constructed 
tlie baptismal font, has avoided these defects, and has only adopted 
in his work a noble and agreeable simplicity. It is of a fine 
marble, speckled red. The pictures M’hich ornament the church 
deserve but little* the attention *of connoisseurs. The paint- 
ings al fresco of Ifiie chapel of Ascension, are ob*strong co- 
louring, but are wanlinu* in the design. ' The clnipel of Piety is 
ornamented with ^twenty eight pictures of dilferent saints, the 
frames of which touch each other. If this; acsrR^blaje inspire 
veneration, w^e are not in a less degree disgusted willi the supersti- 
tion which prevails r they preserve with the greatest care in the 
treasury, a piece of the real cross, three thorns of the crown of 
our Saviour, a part of his robe, and a part of the veil of the 
Virgin Mary, with one arm of St. Sebastian. They pretend that 
these relics w ere brought rand deposited Majorca in 1512, 
by Manual ^Suria> arch-deacon of . lihodes. Among the riches 
of the treasury are six silver caiKlleslicks of an extraordinary size ; 
they have each s^n branches, and are of excellent workman- 
ship ; the feet are stipportc;d by satyrs, which has been some- 
times a subject of ridicule against these extravagant enthusiasts. 
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do not place these candlcvsticks at tlit* high altar, except oa 
the most solemn holidays. , 

The clergy*of the cathedral consist of the bishop, six 
larles, vi/.. an archdeacon, a sacristan, a clean, a chunter, an un- 
drv chanter, and n treasurer, and of tcviiiity-two cancnis, besides 
ii cWtain nuaiber of other eccfegisistics raonging to the*service of 
this church. The music of the cathedral consists of different in- 
etruments and voices ; there is also a very fine organ. • 

The revenues of the bishopric are estimated at 45, 00(1 plasters ; 
those of the six dignitaries amount to 10,000, aim 4121,500 are 
appropriated tc» the prel^'nds. Threcf portions of 1750 are 
rlt clucied for the inquisitors ; all these sums accrue partly from 
the rents belonging to tiie catliedral. • 

The king receives ^tlie niiitlf part of the tithes. The subor- 
dinate ecclesiastks are paid from a sum of 4000 piasters, to 
wiuoh is added the ann^niit of the legacies left by die pious island- 
ers to tlie catliedral ; they have moreover llmir masses, and the 
casual advantages of llunr functions. • 

l"he episcopal palace is not so large as that of the 
govenior-goueral, but much ^ettiir disposed, and better fur- 
bished. Ill the first hall or apartment, are the. portraits 
of all the prelates wlio hix^e filled the see of Majorca, 
since tlie foundation of the bishopric, Tiie second apartment is 
the library, which however contains but few books, an^^^hose 
mostly on the subject of religion, ^flie rest of the palace presen t&s 
nothing interesting ; tlie garden is small, and is only cultivated for 
the use of the table. * 

Besides the metropolitan church, there aje five parishes at 
Palma ; ten^conveuts for incu, and eleven forewomen. 

The number of monks and ecclesiastics is very cont:lderabIe ; 
all the churches and convents are richly endowed ; and the 
monks have an inexlnvMstable fulid, in llie mi«taW;n devotion of the 
faithful ; tnci^j^i^t Yicliesf a«d ihek* want of morality, have 
sometimes attracted the attention of the government. 

Of the churches iu this city, that of the parish of St. Michael 
is vvorthy of notice ; k was formerly a mosque of the Moors- 
At the time when the islanders were converted to the Christian 
faith, the holy mysteries were celebrated for the first time in this 
church. It is one of* the^ smallest, lieiiig only l63# palms in 
length, aad S7 in width. 

The handsomest and richest churches are those belonging to 
the monasteries. • They preserve in that bf the Augustines the 
:tody of Saint Catharine Tomasa, * who was a Majorcan. 
^Iiey also shew hi the village of Vald^miisa, her paternd resi- 
4ience, in front of which they liave placed an iron cross. The 
aT. SAUVEUR.] 3? 
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feast of this saint is celebrated every year with much magnificence : 
Iier life and her miracles are recorded in many works of her 
countrymen. Curiosity impelled me to turn over the leaves of 
one of these WTitings in llie Majorcan idiom. Bartholome w 
Pont, the author, seemVd to have collected some good stories for 
children *aiid old women ; but tfct style of this panegyrist is de- 
void of every charm. 

The chui chos of St Eulalia, and St. Magla, possess the^dan- 
gerotis [xc’iilege of being an asylum for criminals who takerefug® 
there. Every church in Spain was formerly an 'jriviolable refuge 
for criminais and persmis pursued by justice, who could not be 
taken from thence, without the assurance of not being con- 
demned to death, wiiateA<T might be the crime. In civil matters, 
all the proceedings of justice were suspeudod. For exatnple, a 
bankrupt in that? nsylurn had iiothing to fear from his creditors. 
It may be easily supposed, iiow much a pHvilege of this kiftd is 
injurious to the sa^^iy and tranquiUity of the public, a privilege 
which gives to the man \Vithout morals advantages so prejudi- 
cial to probity and honesty. The multiplicity of shocking abu- 
bes, which this piivilege occasioned, at length determined the 
govemiqent to coniine it to a certain numbef of churches in 
every city. * 

The church of St. Eulalia is situated in the market place; 
that^of ^^t. Magia is in i he suburb' of St. Catharine, which is 
^entiridy inhabKed by sea-faring men. Its being thus situated in a 
part which is generally filled with the common people, makes the 
privilege particularly injurious to society. 

The exchange is one of the most beautiful buildings in the city;* 
It is a very large h^ill, w hose roof is only, supported by four light 
pillars. 'The stone of which it is built, w^as taken from the 
quarries of Santagni. The style of architecture is gothic. The 
epoch of the builaing of this exchange, is antyjjor to^hat of the 
discovery of America. It is a uioninAent oi the sp’Ondour of the 
commerce which enriched the Majorcans at that time. The 
w'agesof the workmen who were employed in building this edi- 
fice, amounted to 15,000 ducats, an enormous sum in those 
days, when gold and silver wei;e not very common. Behind this 
t^xchange is a garden, whejjB they formerly cultivated only exotic 
and scarce*plants. The lovcnappl.e, ajid the pimento, of which 
the Majorcan.s are f|?nd, have now taken their place, This 
garden w^as also ofnaruent^ with a stone fountain and jet, 
and with seveial Statues, of which there is now' nothing to be seen 
hut the ruins. The hall of* the exchange, being a convenient jilace 
for the purpocfe^i is used for the masked balls given at the time 
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llie ciirnival. I have seen there above twelve hundred persons^ 
Ininjyled together in the greatest confusion. 

Near the garden of the exchange there is a small Iiouse^ w here 
tl«^ tribunal of conuncrce holds its sessions. 

.The town-hall also deserves the attei^ion of fhe traveller, for 
architecture, and the sculptii^^d oruanfenls on the front of the 
building, lliey are like those on the rest of the public edifices, 
of a gothic sort, but of curious workmanshif). Tlit? interior is 
divided into several halls where the civil and crimirtaj^, courts are 
lield. The‘ Majorcans arc eager to shew to strangers, the room 
where are plaoed tlie portraits of the illustrious characters, and 
the great men, who have done honour to Majorca, witli those of 
the present day, who hold tlie first raflk among their fellow citi- 
zens. 1 w'as not a litttle jistonished to see among the first class 
of these portraits^ that of Hannibal, w ho tliey assert was born at 
Majorca. The Majotcans rejale, that Hamilcar passing from 
Africa fo Catalonia, with his wife, who at ^iaL time w^as preg- 
nant, landed on a point of the island, tv here was a temple dedica- 
ted to the goddess Lucina, and that Hannibal first drew breath in 
this place. This same story is fiULind in Dameto's History of 
Majorca. A lofty amhition, and ^excessive self-lovg, make 
a very prominent feature in tlie^general character of all islanders., 
t have had time and frequent occasions to oliserve the truth of 
this remark, during a’ residence of aibove 'five and tw'ggtv,^e^ 
in different islands. The high opinion, whicli the*!VIajorcajns en^ 
tertain of themselves, is the result of the want of a knowledge 
of the w orld, and of the opportunities of comparison w ith stran- 
gers, of whom they see only a few travellers. Tkus a Majorcan, 
fike every oilier islander, thinks there is noiJiing in the world 
which can be compared with his own country. He boasts of 
the superiority with great confidence, and it is a vain attempt 
to endeavoiir to mn^vc a prejudice which is So flattering. All 
the pictures ^icfi orhameift this room of the tow'n-hall, are por- 
traits of the bishops, ecclesiastics, and illustrious military cha- 
racters J they have also the portrait of Saint Ilaymond Lul- 
lus, and king don Jayme, the conqueror, is represented on foot, 
ih a costume which much resejnbles the long robe of the 
Greeks,. 

From this hall we pJss tq that which is used for » drawings 
school, where a certain number of young men take lessons from 
nmst€!i:s, who are paid by the archbishop of Seville, who is sl. 
Majorcan, and by the bishop of Majorca/ who are the founder^ 
of this school. All the other apartments are large empty rooms. 
In front of the bifilding there is along iron balcony, which secQis 
to have been added within these few years. 

F ' 
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Majorcans preserve with mach veSieration, the armcmr of 
king don .J a vine. I t consists of a helmet, a cuirass of gilt iron, 
long rusty sword, and a piece of a lance. I’Fu? saddle, hoiis- 
and harness of his horse, are also preserved M'iUi the same 
care, ihowgh they are n^ijJiing but ^shreds and tatters. Ti^ese re-' 
lies, together with all the porlraitts, are exposed in front of the 
town hall, on the last day of the yeiir, which is a holiday, kept 
in memory *bf the <lay in which don Jayine made his entrance 
into PalrttJw^ I’he portrait of this prince is placed under a ca- 
nopy. A large stuffed Jizard, about two feet long, is also expo- 
sed to view ; tliis is suspeniicd over thb dor>r of ^an apothecary, 
who is very vain and teiia^aous of the jn ivilege. Nothing can 
bife inore astonishing, than that persons seemingly well iufornied, 
should repeat seriously the ridiculous stories which they relate 
oh the subject of this lizard ; This monster say they, seem- 
ing still to behold it with fear, fru meiiy ‘ravaged the island of 
Majorca, and unpeoijffed the dwellings that were near the morass 
to which it usually retired. One of the ancestors of the apo- 
thecary, who possessed the skin, succeeded in delivering the 
island from this plague. He*has<>een granted the privilege of 
tlius exhibiting this monument of his prowess, on the day 
which recals the memory of the conquest of the island, and its 
deliverance from its subjection to life Maors^ 

^ of ^antiquity, which appeared to me voell w'orlhy of 

attention, was the clock of the town-hall, called Balearic. Oa- 
ineto, the historian, in the description ,\vhich he gives of it, tills 
»ix pages in folio with a dissertation on the inamur of di- 
viding the day among the difFer(5iit people of antiquity. Mat, 
who wrote the coimnuation, fias also dedicated foui^pages to au 
eulojry on this curiosity. 

.*Tbis very anciept piece of mechanism is called the clock of 
the Sim. It shews the hours from the lispig^^uutil /he selting 
of that luminary; following the gi cater or less Vji tent of the 
diprual and nocturnal aich ; so that on the 10th of 
strikes the first hoar of the day at half past five, and theHiu 
teenth, at ball^pastr seven ; the first of the night at half-past eight; 
the ninth athalf«*past four, on the morning follovying. It is the 
inverse to begin frpm the liiHh of Pecem^er, during* the course 
!uf this yeart The hours uro exactly regulated according to the 
variations of *lb^ rii^ing .getting of the sun. Tills clock is 

of much use to of the country, a$ regulate 

the time from the inodeig^ocks. It is, howevhr, of service to 
gardefier*» to determiuefthe proper time lor^ watering their 
plants*. Jt ii not known* at what epoch this curiosity vVat 
hroui*ht to Palma^ ie not fhouaht that it came froai 
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Spain, Germany, or <taly, where the Romans had introduced 
the manner of dividing the day inio twelve hours; beginning at 
the rising of •the sun . If we inn to go . back for the epoch and^ 
|51ace for the construction of this machine to tire time of 
Israelites^, we shall sec, that finder tlie le^gn of King J3avid, ^ 
day and night were divided iMo four vigils. At the coming Of 
Jesus Oirist, the vfewisli hours made three of tlie present niddo 
of reckoning. How’ever, an ecclesiastic, rector of* the Univer- 
sity of Palma, assures us, in the third part of a '»«V^rk ujSou 
the Seraphic Religion, that some fugitive Jews in the time of 
Vespasian dii^out this faitious clock from the ruins of Jerusalen^, 
and transported it to Majorca, wherg they had taken refuge: — 
niiraculous origin, well suit<;d to the characteristic taste of the 
islanders for the marvellous!! The historians, Dameto and 
Mut, only date* the antiquity of this Balearic. clock from the 
year 13S5. It was* brought, from the convent of Dominicans, 
and placed in the tower, where it no^w is. • 

Near the town-hall are the prisons; where, as in all others of 
Spain, the unfortunate inhabitants breathe mi unwholesome air^ 
and are at the mercy of cruel find fnifeeling gaolers. 

I’he house of tne Inquisition has. notliing reinarkuble ; the 
name alone is sufficient to thcck any curiosity of visiting thfe 
a])ode. The Inquisition no longer that dreadful tribunal 
whose proceedings and judgments so mahy writers 
ihitted to posterity; probably with a little exaggeration. The 
edicts of the governmei^^ marked with humanity, justice, and 
wisdom, have taken from the Inquisition that authority whicli 
Was so dangerous : the places Sre now only gken to >such eccle- 
siastics as tare distinguished by their virtuts, moderation, and 
learning. 

The Jews, a cl 1 *^$ of people whose only y'ime was often the 
wealth thsvha4 acquired by their industry, and their knowledge 
of trade, niiV live in peac*e, and may increase the liches of their 
fear of the torch and of the stake* The In- 
cuMpPlifa tribunal formerly so terrible, cannot iiow^ even disturb 
Mpmberty of a citizen, except it is previously authorised^by die 
plvernment, * which alone pronouiKcs on the validity of their 
motives/ If any iudjyidual attracts the attention of the Inqaisi-' 
tors, by oftlensive conduci, or.irreligious conversatiorl^ he is cited 
to appegif before them, when he is charitably reminded of the 
da(ti^ Whtoli u citizen owes to society ; §nd it is only his ohsti- 
imfe persevefande in his errors that gan subject him to punish- 
ment, which generally is a few days’ seclusion in a convent. It 
too often happens, that strangers, wliose minds aie already pfe- 
judieed by whal they have read or heard ot^ the Inquisition^ 
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c^tertoin a mistaken opinion, judging by some abuses, o( whiefc 
riiey at c vviuicssc-s ; and which ought to be attributed either to tlio 
ignorance or indiscreet zeal, and more generally to «the ofticious- 
nrss of some inferior agents. 1 have myself seen some instances 
of this : I witnessed the cLiifiscation of The Course of Study 
composed 6y Condillac for the cflu^’Cllon of a prince of the house 
of Spain, which was condemned through the eagerness of on^ 
of these agents ; but it was reclaimed, and immediately tlu^ 
inquisitorsj;jjdered it to be lestored. Nevertlielc&s, \\c slill see 
in the comont of the monks of St. Dominick, pictures which 
preser\e the recollection ?)f the barbarities formeiiy exercised ou 
the Jews. Kverv one of those unfortunate beings who were 
burnt, is represented in a •picture, at the bottom of which is 
Written the name, age, and the tiii^e when the unhappy victim 
suffered. 1 wa% as^aired, that a few years back, rfie descendants 
of tliese imforlunates, who now form a purticiilar class among 
the inhabitants of P^lma, under the ridiculous denomination ol* 
Owls, had in vain offered* considerable sums of money, to 
have the distressing memorkJs effaced, I refused to believe 
the fact, but they assured iiie,i thqt there was now m force n 
Uecree of government to punish every individual who utfered any 
injurious expressions against a Jc nv^ that of otu/ is specified, and 
particularly forbidden, on pain of severe punishment; but, un- 
Jortiyiatejv; it is sanctioned by custom. 

‘^Tshairnever ^Lirget one day, when I was w alking in the cloister 
of the Dominicans, and looking with concern ou these paintings, 
a monk approached me, and made life observe among them 
several that were distinguished crossed bones. These, said 
he, are the portraits of those w'hose ashes were dug up, and 
cast to the winds. My blood chilled, and I turned from him 
with hoiror. My heart sickened at the scene, 

A Narrative of tlffe Order of the Ri^uisition^ w hich was printed 
in the year 1755, came, by chance, iirto my‘ hattds,^wnich con- 
tained the names, surnames, rank, and crimes of the unhappy 
hfeings wiio W'ere sentenced at Majorca, from the year 1645 to 
t9 the year l691* I shuddered as 1. read, 1 there found that 
Majorcans, accused of Judaism, one of whom was a 
woman, Were burnt alive;, tliirt;jttwo others, for the same crime, 
ill the dungeons of th<f Inquisition, artd their bodies were 
burnt; the ashes of three, vfere dug up and thrown to winds : 
a Dutchman, accused ^ifelC^utheranism, a Majorcan, , ^ Mahp- 
metanism, six Portd|i^e, one of whom was la woman, and 
sevtm Majorcans, for JudaisTn, wero burnt in effigy, having been 
|o fortunate as make their escape. I couiiteil two hundred > 
and sixteen victims, Majorcans and strangers, accused of . 
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Judaisti); heresy, or* Mahomet'inlsm, who came out of the 
prisons, after having publicly rcti acted, and being again received 
into the bosbm of the church. This dreadful catalogue was 
dlosed by a sentence of tfie InquiMtion, no less horrible, 
ojf which I have here giv^p u trauL?atidn. from the original 
Spanish ; * 

All the criminals mentioned in this relation \^’ere public^ 
cmider^ned by the holy ofiice, as heretics ; all their goods 
fiscatecIjNind applied to the royal revenue* ; declared \iuTit and in- 
capable of having or holding dignities or benefices, either ecclei^ 
siastic or seeftlar, or otlibr public offices, or honours ; neither 
might they wear, nor cairy about tfgiir persons, eitlier gold or 
silver, pearls, precious stoves, coral, silk, cumblet, or fine 
cloth ; neither might tliey ride a horse, carry ^arms, or use and 
employ other thftigs, which by common justice, daws, anti pragv 
matics of this kingdom, iiistfuctions and customs of the holy 
office, are prohibited to those indivitjjiials ulfb are thus proscrib- 
ed ; the same prohibition extends, in the case of women con- 
demned to the lire, to their sons and daughters, and in that of 
men, to their grandsons in ftie fliiale line. At the same time, 
execrating the memory of those burnt in elHgy ; and confinanding 
that their boni s^ (when they ccRild be disUiiguished from those of 
faithful Christians) sliould be*dug up, and delivered to justice and 
the secular power, to be burnt, and reduced to auiTTfttkt 

every inscription, or armorial bearing, which should be found ou 
their tombs or elsewhere^ should be erased and obliterated, so 
that no other memorial of them should remain on the eailh, than 
that of their condemnation and* execution.’^ • 

There aiHJ four hospitals in Falnia. TlTht of the City, de- 
signed for the poor ; t\nt called The Mercy, for the reception of 
childrb^n, who are die offsprings of debauchery, or youthful im- 
prudence, de5^rt<jd by unnatural parents, and for the aged oi 
both sexes, whose infirmities make them incapable of working 
for their bread. The military hospital for thfe soldiers of the 
g^irrison, and that called The Pity, for the reception and confine- 
ment of women of licentious conduct. The city hospital is a 
handsome building; the men occupy two large waids, and the 
Women two others, ^here are, bestoles, three wards^ which are 
suppor^f by' particular s<>cieties. The whole hospital can con- 
tain five beds. The sick are wpll attended the bods.are 

good/' jeitid food proper and wholesonte ; the wards are large 
dnd well vdntilatbd. Ihere is also another part divided into 
small chambers, where the windows are strongly grated, which is 
designed for those who have had th^ misfortune to lose theif 
aad whose madness is violent and dangerous. 
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Tliis hospital is altcndcfl by |ic!Opie of both sexes ; it is 
endowed UN the city; and ti^e property of the theatie belongs to 
it, of which It has a third of the protiis of tlie daily receipts, 
nnd the lent of the 'boxes. The managemeiat is confided to 
feoine of the principal Jihabitants. of Majorca, who zealously 
endeavour to fulfil a liust at onetr fionour.ihle and importaiU, as 
il.liendbto meliorate tiie suffeuiigs of tlie afilicted. 

’’iTie odi^r hospitals presented only a spectacle of iniscKy. 
That of •M#rcv has no fixed revenue, and is uieicly Mjpport- 
<k{ by the voluntary coi\J:ubutioiis of the chantuhle inhabitants, 
and the fwofiu of the labouis of (k'ildren, and of the aged, 
vboaie employed in spmiimg flax^ TIus emolument is vei*y in- 
cousidci able ; and the siUialion of those who sne in the hospital 
is tiuly pitiable. Tbt' xame sentiment of conipa&sion pie- 
\ails on seeing the' luilitarv hospital, which is as badly consti acted 
qs situated* It may contam tlir^c Jiinidicd'beds. It is managed 
by a prison wlio insy be said to larru it, and who leceives iioiu 
ibe king six reuK pu diciii forceach patient. I'lus mau pio- 
▼ides beds, mcdiciiK s, and food, and pays ah ihow wfio are em- 
ployed under him. The chapliUir, ph}siciati, and surgeon have 
salaries Irom the king. The uitcndant of die province, ai:d a 
«omrnbsioner of wur, have the ni'^iccUon of this hos'pital. Thu 
^.xpenditure for each patient is c stunated at three reals ; the over* 
sum granted by the king, is a pc’(|uibite which the 
person who fauns the hospital divide:! with duxsi* whom he 
employs, ^^host’ patients who are crov^\ dtd ipto th<^ lowei waidi 
breathe a incphitic an, oltui occasioning fatal tCfTininutions 
to distempers, wUrti oiigiually were not at all dangerowfi. The 
seeds of putrefaction sjucad so much the more froa^ not having 
^ flee cnculation and change of air iii the wauls, apd the w ant of 
cleanliness, whicl^^eveiy observer ^niiist remark. The dtfwd^Jts 
of then* country arc here very far fiom ei^^ovhig Ukjso benefits 
which dia tenderness of dicir sovereign means tOfSiAipply them. 
Here, as it is i« most other jwiblic establishments, rapacious 
and ignorance swallow with impunity those funds \vluc|i 
i^onld givo comfort lio the afflictod* 

The Streets of Jt^alnia aie in general narrotvi and HI pawed, and 
jtWo hr not even one square in tlie w'hole and 

i^dugh historian t)amotx> cooipotes die Plane 

most beai4iful ^aares in the several, capitals ^ il^urope, 
it^ia, ill fact, space of land of irregi|l?ai. 

wd surlSillp^ dismal dooking bouses.' It i$^ how> 
i^ver, tbi^ l^omenade Qf i^^gers, and the daily rendez^ 

vpus of <irbo do not know h(^ to*ei^loy their tioiq, 'l%ul 
eews of there delailjsd^ and polmciaik^ tM sflSlillb 
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of the ^^tnte. The oraitors atid auditors, at times, retreat into 
some mean coffee-house to etiliveu* their imaginations with a 
glass of liquot, or to cool their arguments with refreshing 
dra*ngbts. Such are the delights of this place of which Daineto 
boasts ISO greatly. Scorched bj^thc heat the sun, and^choaked 
yvith dust in summer; and in winter almost buried in the mud. 

has also another small square, situated near the port, 
h it is only separated by the rampaits of the city. 
They havV>^iven tlie name of Terra Sana to this place. 

According to general obseivalion* mad^^ at the time when the 
plague raged fti the island of Majorca, \vliich is about eighty^ 
5 cars ago, this quarter of the city was least affected by its 
ravages. The Terra Sana may be ab<?ut large enough for eight 
hundred men to draw up in battle-array. One of tlie sides is 
formed by a smaH barrack, which is sometinief filled with foot- 
soldiers, and sometimes with ^cavalry. The stables will only 
contain from twenty-five to thiity horses. JThe square of the 
Terra Sana w as formerly covered by tfie sea, and there is still to 
be seen the ancient entrance of the port. In short, there are no 
public promenades in Majorca^; for la Jlambe cannot be looked 
tipon as deserving such a title, being only a walk about two hun- 
dred paces in length, with lar|;e trees on each side, and some 
stone seats. Of this walk no cure is taken ; for even those trees 
which have deca}ed, or been cut down, are not repbe ed ; jind 
though those which remain are very large, thejnare io distatff 
one from the other, that tjjey afford but little shelter either from 
the heat of the sUn, or from the rain. 

There is only a small space between La Rar^be and the Place 
des Borncs,* and it terminates at the gate of J esiis. On passing 
thk gate w^e find another Walk bordered with small trees, whose 
femage is neither a shelter from the sun, nor pleasant to the 
eye. It i/j^m lengtih about six hundred pac?s, and reaches as 
far as the coiRent <jJ Jesu?. This promenade is frequented on 
holfdays in the evening. The ladies here lake an airing in 
their clumsy coaches. These heavy vehicles, drawn by mules 
harnessed with cords, follow one another^ in a train round this 
promenade for two or three hours. The footboards of these 
carriage are placed on the outside, yid serve the young gallants 
to while they inake« their court to the fair, who are 

much by this public testimony of their regard. Any 

is going to or returning from the country, is obliged 
to take Its place Ut the end of this tra^i^^ *froni w Inch it can onW 
^^arate at the^place wiiere the carriages began their round. 
Tills custom every one is obliged to comply with. I was Que 
dlyjwuness to a ,very diverting fracas. The lady of the governor 
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general iook it in iier head to break tb<5;? rank of coache.s and 
hers was jn^tantly involved with all the resti Nothing could bc^ 
more ridiculous than this confusion, which imght, however, 
have had very serious consequences. The Majorcan ladies 
§tn‘t(Jied^ their necks oi^t at the coarh-wrndows, and addressed 
thems'clvc^s to the goveriujr’s lady^iu tlui most insulting manner; 
iivho, on her part, returned the indecent expressions from he: 
coach, and threat(?ned them, shaking her fan. Add to this «;€<ine 
jhe langjjai^e of the coachmen and footmen, wlio joi'£‘d in the 
dispute an(l rpiarrelled among theiuselvt?s, with tlu. kinghtcr and 
^houts of those who walked, and yun \\ ill lia\c some idea of 
this ridiculous scene. Woulil any one behove that this affair wa;^^ 
the subject ul long comfilainls, vrilli wliicii tiiey pestered the 
conrt of' Madrid. The process was detennined in favour of the 
Majorcan ladies. • « 

This manner' of taking the air caded *the Roda.’^ 

If any ofie wish^^s to enjoy the plea.snre of breathing freely a 
purer air than that of the* city, he must go a considerable way 
into the country, where only the riches and beauties of nature 
are to be seen. They mighty lujivover, without nuicb cxpenco, 
make a very pleasant promenade, if to llie distance from the 
gate of* the port to that of Jesi\s was jc>ined the place of tine 
Bornes and the Ilambc, they might plant a double row of trees, 
»sim.h^a.s elms, which are very majestic, and afi’ord a line shade. 
They miguflifso add to tlie pleasantness of the place ])y repaij- 
ing a fountain, the ruins of which me to be seen at the end of 
the Ranibe, which would be particularly useful in a city gene* 
rally supplied witji water only fr®m cisterns. 

But it is in vain ^ to hope that the Majorcans wonUl determine 
on any improvcinent which would unite titility with pleasure. 
They prefer being score bed in the sun, and soaked in llie rain, 
and repeat, with \hc cxiravagant* JJameto/ that nt^ing equals 
their Place des Bornt-s and their llaMibe. \TTiey A^ctually assert 
It, and what is worse, th y believe it. 

Between the two la.>t mentioned places is situated the theatre. 
Jt has been built ulbout forty years, and is the property of the 
City Hospital. An escutcheog is placed above the stage, which 
bearS;tl^6e three letters, A. G. P, This theatre is vyitb 

four rangei of boxes, to the number of seventy ; thos^lMonguig 
to the city officers occupy the lower part of the sppte^'^anA tliat 
ithe^gpvcrnoi gim^ral is level witli tlie stage, 
enteriiig, ^.Tbds^pit dip hold about three •hundred specta* 
tors, whQ:^4jtpn w<x)deh ‘forms. The stage is in proportiqii 
to the theatre.. This building has ho exterior orliiir 

a stot;ehouQe, or rather a barn. Thqre i» 
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but one entrance for the jwiWic. fn front are some arches whK|| 
«ipport an open gallery ; two small doors behind ave used 
entrances, one^ for tlia governor general, and the other for the 
pelfornters. Near the eiitrance, in the interior, is a kind of 
coffee- room. AH the boxes ^re !< l, v,iii the errceptiojjj of some 
few, which are the exclusive if>iopertv of different families of 
itjtima, ^Yho subscribed to the original fund at the time the 
t}u^rrt«a 2 .jyas built. 'I'he stage decorations are but pefor, having 
no other Vsqjds than the rf in of the boxes and the receji^ks at the 
doors, which barely suffice to pay the , performers and othertJ 
eni! Joyed in tift* theatre- • - . - 

Uie, n presentations arc -omposed of pieces of different sorts* 
The hrst is always a comedy or a tragedy ; after which they per- 
iovm the toHiidiUey a piece of Spanish music ; a kind of cantata, 
which consists ahnost entirely of quavers of t^ie voice, as tire- 
some to the hearer as*to the sipger. IJie poetry marks the par- 
ticular taste of the people, and the words the most trifling 
expixvssions of lovers. riiis cantata iJ sung by a male or female 
performer, or by l»olli togeth-er. Sometimes, instead of the tona- 
tUlle, there is a fjoartrtjo, oi^triff, of Italian music, to which 
Spanish words at c ;\d;ipt< d. To the toufuiUle succeeds ll^ volero, 
or the minuet fand mgado, a SfKUiish dance, performec? by a maii 
and woman dressed a fa majKf, or in the costume of Andalusia, 
''riiis dance is much admired by the Spaiiiaids, who ai e pl^^^^ed 
to applaud those contortions and attitudes, at wVicn a stranger 
cannot avoid Jliliishing. l^e spectacle concludes with a sahidc, a 
little piece with which the people are infinitely pleased, as their 
iminners and comnutn customs •are given wilWthe most striking 
^similitude. •Sometimes the saiuete consists ^f two little pieces, 
w hich arc performed at the same time, for example : at the bot- 
tom of the stage is fitted up a smaller stage, wliere while they 
act a scene , o f w ashe r- w omen, another of cciblers is playing on 
the ordinary^ So'arctf The*actors in the two pieces address them- 
selves to each otliCT in the couise of the representation : the 
audience are delighted, and applaud wdth-all their might, while 
the few who are accustomed to any thing like propriety a^d d^* 
corum, take the first opportunity to escape from the noise aUd 
confusion. I have seen one of the8<^ miserable farces at Barce- 
lona, i^nd am no longer ti^tonislied at those of Majotca. Gene- 
rally, thej^ theatre s«Tves at once to meliorate the manners and 
to instructs the comimin people ; but in Spain it is precisely the 
contrary ; for, ih many Spanish pieces* immorality and 
gusting iudect^^ncy prevails. And with respect to the histot^id 
and literary pari of the Spanish theatre, it is impossible 
an idi^a of the extravagancies and anachronisms which abound* 

oS 
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These are to be noticed in all their playir,<?not even excepting the 
best of them. Their authors do not confine themselves to tl>€ 
rules of dramatic composition ; they do pot attend to the unity 
of either time or place; hut their pieces represent whole h!s* 
torics oi R omances. Tlte h(*ro of^lje piece appears in tlie first 
act as a child ; and at the end dies in extreme old age, under 
a different hemisplierc from that where it commencedjj^ 
^nd often •his history is continued daring several dav^s^ 
Spaniards x*«ill the acts gioiuate. It is with great diffjCidty that 
the intricacy of the pie^’e can he follow ed, or lalhcr guessed at ; 
for the slojy generally finishes abrupllyf without air^ dL*nouenient; 
the curtain falls, and it is almost impossible to give an account 
of what we have seen peiVormed. To tliese defects of compo- 
sition is added the total want of scenic deception ; the negligen- 
cies, unpiudonablo absurdities in the costumes and decorations, 
and the most perfect ignoiance of, the subject in those who per- 
form the several ftharacters. In a piece called 'I'iie Death of 
Hector, I have seen the *nrro of Greece, and the defender of 
Troy, appear, the one in a diagooii’s uniform, and the other 
dressed as a hussar; king Prkuii ••'U a Fiench habit, ornamented 
•with insignia of the order of Charles the Third; and the 
beautiful >\ndromache in the faslivm of the piesent tinip. A de- 
tachment of grenadiers under arms) with bayonets fixed, com- 
p^«vl the,armies of the Gieeks and Trojaps. The scene repre- 
sented the nelh' of battle. Jn llie distance was to be seen the 
unfortunate Ilium, whose towers were changed into steeples. 
A roll of the drum gave the signal for engagement, and Hector 
onnounced, as hetwas d}ing, that the play^ wa§ concluded, by 
saying a qui sacabif la comedia. I could not help indulging the 
fancy of diverting myself a little at the expence of llie manager. 
I observed to him, that Achilles and Hector fought with pistols, 
and not with sw ofds. He frankly confessed that he W’as unac- 
quainted with this circumstance ; thaflked ml 'ioir^iy informa- 
tion, and promised to correct the error tho first tim^i tfie piece 
should be played again ; and he kept his word. Ip another play, 
eajtcd Aristotle, the Preceptor of Alexander,’’ I hgye seen the 
philosopher in the costume of p bishop, with the pastoral cross ; 
the conqueror t)f the Persians in a modern habit, witli a red 
ribbon to clistinguish him from Philip, w'nose order blue ; 
the princesses in Spanish habits, llie scene shou^ |hAve been 
the interior of the king’s palace ; but it was a forest. ?«Nevertbe« 
less several of our besf authors liave taken from Spanish pieces 
the subjects of theirs, which are deservedly admired. They havoi 
like our artists^ known how, to make use of the tlipanish materials 
to advantage^^ la the dramatic works of that country, therms 
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often found passages wheri^V genius is displayed, and \^}lere the 
passions aud sentiments are given ■ with dignity and juiinration ; 
purity of styles with the choice and force of expression, would 
Xifdke one believe that the piece was only a, compilation of pas- 
sages collected from different works, pnd badly put^togetlier, 
?}nd which may be Compareert^ pearls set in base mctcil. llje ' 
. 'i-^nards are very fond of noise : thus their favourite pieces aro;' 
tliWv».^,_^vhore they represent liie battles between their con ntrymeiy^ 
^nd the floors. It is of little consequence how the ^d)ject ^)5 
conducted,' while there is clashing of sabres and swords, kilHilg 
of people, and castlei# destroyed; they ask nothing more, and tho 
piece is excellent. 

The Trtmoies are another sort of ^)ieces which are inuch to 
their taste : these are those in which the many different changes 
of scenery, and die number of stage tricks, uwke all the merit. 
The hero is always magic jjin performing vvoiiders, or a saint 
working miracles. Such is the school whert^ the Spaniards take 
their lessons of morality , and history. • 

^I'he houses of Palma are gi§n6rally large but ill contrived, and 
y.ery little ornamented. All tbe display is found at the entrance, 
ill a kind of vestibule, or portico, supported by a number of« 
pillars. I have remarked sonsje that were of fine marble. I'he 
manner in which the houses are built recals to recollection the 
times whep the Moors were in possession of the inland. Xhoy 
plinost all consist of a ground floor divided iiutTSmall rooids, 
and of one aboye, where the apartments arc large and lofty. 
They are cool in the sunhner, aud freezing cold in the winter. 
Above these large rooms is a second floor, open on every side ; 
this is a kipd of loft, or rather garret, where^lhe wasiiing is done, 
and where they have every convenience for drying. /Phey have 
no chimnies, except in the kitchens, and these are not of much 
use, as all their victuals are Sressed on stovls ; they also warm 
tliernselvey '^ttWTifi asitis^ these are small pans, or stoves, to 
burn clmrcpal. JUptbing can be so amusing as a Majorcan 
evening : men apd women ranged, or rather squatted, on very 
low seats around the brpsier. One, who has a small paper 
cigarre in his mouth, puffs the jsmoak amorously in the face of 
his mistress ; who modestly looks down and stirs up the ashes in 
the byjaiijier with a ^opppr spoon ; another relates ^the news of 
the day, volunteers a song; sometimes the whim takes the 
master 6f J.b^ house to sing the, service in a doleful tone, at the 
same time counting the beads of his Yosary ; all the company 
Joins in a low note, and jgyen the'servant girl, who is perhapa 
scowering her toppers, joins her vojpe from the kitchen to those 
^hovp. It ia impossible for a stranger to keep his plrfce among 
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llu'in any length of time ; be retires stcawmcrinrc uii hm nit 
iiitiyers, ^hich is tlioir man'ner of \vi!>hing good nigiit. 

The French cmigiants at Majorca have introduced the use <»f 
cbimiiies^ Those which tlie Majorcans now have are almost Sli 
the work Fj rnchnu n.» 

Their residence in this i^iland, anci the increase of tlie garrison^ 
have also led to an alteration in (ho manner of building housejj- 
lodging bujame scarce, and the hire of apartments* incie!»K--d**ni 
proportitiP*. The M ajorcans, whose fortunes consisted houst^s, 
aiUeied their large rooms, and divided them into smaller apart- 
ments, for the coiivenien<-e of rccciv.ng a grtat.r number of 
Icwfgers. Those who built, altered the plan of the staircases to 
take up a entailer space of ground ; they constructed the stairs 
more perpendicular, which has made them difficult of ascent, 
Rud dangerous to descend, particularly to lliQse^w ho are subject 
to vestigo. ^ • 

i lemarknl here^ as in most of the bouses in t'ne cities of 
Spam and Italy, the MOgulftr custom of placing the privies near 
the krtchens. 1 could not obtain a satisfartoi y lecisoii for this 
jmiticiilaiity. -As to man} other <pie8tioiis> they answered me it 
the ^u&fom. 

In Cooke s Voyages, may be found some conjectures on the 
origin and motive for the* situation of these places, which seemed 
to p;f to ]>e so extraoi dinai il\ misplaced. Tins relebiated voyager 
remarked, lu a part <if the isle of Portland, where be lauded, that 
the Indians, not so cleanly in their poisons gel tlie Otahe- 
tians, surpa >sed them in one particular, of w hich there is jiro- 
bably no examph^ among the other Indian uutimis. Fvery 
bouse, or every han\|ct, had places of this sort, so that no ordure 
was seen on the ground. The reliise- of their meals, the litter 
and other dnt, was tijso put hi regular heaps, which they pro- 
bably made u^e of 'as manure. These Indians were at that time 
larther advanced in ibis article of police tha*^^‘a ffifto'n which is 
me of the most considerable in Europe. I*’ln the year l^QO 
|li«re wa« iK>t a privy m all Madritl, the capital of Spam, though 
|l)te city was pleniiiully supplied with Water. Before this epoch, 
inhabitants used to throw at night all their iilth from their 
^ windows ioto the stieets, and a number of men were employe^ 
to remove k to the extremity of tb^ lovfer jfart of the <^>,Wfbere 
it remained till it v^as dried, and was then loaded in c^fts and 
disposed of out of the gales of the city. The kin^ hiaviiig re% 
edved to abolish this custom, made an edict, »by which every 
proprietor of a house was commanded to build places for the 
jpurpose, and that sewers, sinks, and drains, aheuid be made, and 
lent in repair at tW ex'peuce of the public# . The Spsmiatd^ 
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loolvcil on this rogolatioif as mimffingenicnt of the common rights 
of men, anti stiongly relisted us Being put in force E\»^iy 
class of the citizens made some ohjectioii to the edict. Tfje 
phfsicians remonstrated, and asseitcd, that if the ordure was 
nol thiown out as usual intoi^^lie stieets,? lliat disUMupe/s would 
Jnlallibly ensue: they pieteiid#il that the human body would 
*ah<.ojb the puti id particles of the an, which wcie aUi acted by 
fiio-v‘ oi dines. Thjs opinion, embraced by most rd’ •those who 
weie'proptietois, decided the situation of the piivicvin the 
houses. Tije\ beli(‘vcd that the mass of, ordun' would pieven^ 
the particles foul air Isoin tixing on otlier substances; they 
ihcieloje have their pnvics near their kitchens, tliat tlieir victuals 
m*)v be Ivi pt vvhoh some. * 

u\ gieat part of the poor infiabitants of Majorca live in a sort 
<»f reilais, or cav^s, where theie is neither liglTt nor air, except 
lioiii the entrance. They are, gtnei ally damp, and the want of 
tiesh ails add to tlie unhealthiness of these CAVities. From this 
cause proceeds an infinite number flf di&tcrnpers and sudden 
deaths j anil, in the winter, the inhabitant shuts himself up in 
his den, lights the Uie ill hi"» brusier, and eiideavouis to tind 
comfort in a place uhcie he oub me# Is his deslrm tiou ^om the 
vapoms uliicti luu no viiit. • 


cn^p. IV. 


SirCATION — EXTENT — COAST — AND ANCIIORAUE OF ITlf 
ISLAND q,r MTNOllCA. . 


M INORCA is ilie second of the Balearic Isles. It takes its 
name from it3 lesser size ; it luns W . N. W. and E. N. E. de- 
scribing a parallelogiain. From the Cape to la Mola, the E. N. E^ 
to that of Minorca de Ciutadella,,lhey count at hMst 23 miles in 
length; the width of the island varies iioni eight to \2 miles. 
Minorca situated !o the E- N. if. of Majorca. ♦ The stratt 
which separates them m the point wheie the shores are nearest, 
is at miles and a quarter wide. From Mont Toio de 

Minorca, the highest point in the island, and fi om Cape de 
QiUtadellH, the land of Majorca is plainly disci rued. The dis- 
tance to tlie nearest point of the shores of Catalonia is estimated 
tojbe about 145 miles N. W. i AV. ot Buges, m Aliica. Tliey 
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reckon JSO miles north. Minorca '^lii tlie latitude 40'^ 41' 45'> 
and iO'' 42' 15" longitude oast of Cadiz. 

nie island of Minorca is irf general lev^l, an*d has only one' 
monntaitj of an extraordinorv height r this mountain^ ^llcd Mont 
Toro, ij^situated in the' inichlle of^hc island, tvhich it overlookj< 
on eve I y side. The principal ^jorts of Minorca are those of 
Maljo?i to the cast, of ForOels to the noflb^ and of CiutadelJa*to 
tlie vv(;st* * , - 

7’he tiiost conspicuous points and proinf)hfof 2 ed afVthe point 
des ("orps, tiu' cape o£ 7\!tiu:k, (he cape of Minorca or Hayoli, 
the point la Sella, cape Caballeria, of Nancelles;’ that ofTava- 
ritx, and cape la ]Mola,^of Mahon; between tliese there ato 
other points aii,d protnonloj ics tl^^it do not project near so far 
into the sea. 

To enter the port of Malion with the^ wiirtl itbaft, we must 
keep th^ middle of the passage tHl we have doubled the j)oint 
Phillipc t, which v;e leave to the starboard, and to tlie larboard 
the point on which was built tbe«t, famous castle of Saint- Phil- 
lipet. When they have doubled these two points, ships of the 
largest size may range the ebast'^on each side the port. The 
sbuiulings are five fathoms near the shore, and increases to twelve 
and eighteen in the middle of tki port. However, they gene- 
rally make their course to the south, as they pass between the 
slujise jsland on which the Lazaretto is built. 

Ill making the road Fediera, in a ship or frigate, it is abso-* 
lutely necessary to keep to the south, ^iid between the southern 
yhore and the Isles de llA, or of the Isle of Hospital, and of the 
Iledonda, which' is only a small island* Ships may also pass 
between ibis island and that of the Lazaretto ; but zlthough five 
latho.ins arc found in the northern part of tliis little strait, it is so 
narrow, that it r^tfires a; perfect ki^wledge of the passage to 
venture through iti To the E* N. R. of the island, there is a 
a shoal with tw'enty-four feet of water? onl^lj^oh which ships 
have grounded that have anchored to the south of this shoal. 

the wind at .south, and having doubled the Isle of the. 
Hospital and the small island, vessels are safe in port, and may 
femuii) dose in shore on either side, at the distaincjp of about 
hall a cable’s length, as f^r as the southern part island, 

on; Vi»hich erected the machine, to tniast the ship4'- The an- 
chprage is here seven, or eight fathoihs, good bottoi^'^mooring, 
aefbss notthi-east and soutivwest. 

:: Ei;jtiemig wbjl Ni E. N.W, and Sv^. it rO 

Sh avoid a shoai whicfi runs oht to the soui|i 
ol^ the Mdki, about ili^rd of a cable’s lengtlr; 
at this distance the soundings are four faf^ms i but a 
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tiler out there is a good tiOttoln, * There is another shoal which 
, runs out above hdlf a cable’s length to the south-eaSt of the 
point Phillipet ; at this distance the bottom is four or five fa- 
thoms. * Another shoal to the E. N. E. from the point of the 
castle of Saint-Pliilip, runs on^half a cable’s length. V7ith ever 
.60 little sea, the breakers of thdse three shoals arc seen, from 
their beginning half way across ; but if there is a heavy sea, the 
are observed the whole length; so that viewing the' 
tliree points sideways, the entrance of the port appears crily one 
continued reef. ^ 

Near the middle of that ^>art of the point where the castle of 
St. Philip was built, which place is galled the Redon, there 
is another shoal which runs ont to sea, about the third of a 
cable’s length ; the breakers are only seen when the wind blows 
fresh N. and N.'*E. and when it is S. W, the entrance is 
unsafe. When the wind is too Jtrong to get within these shoals, 
there is good anchorage on the outside of thi:®!, of 25 and 30 
fathom, good bottom ; but it must be observed, that there is 
here a high sea when the wind is north. 

The Cape Mola, to the NfE. *of the mouth ^ of the har- 
bour, is a high perpendicular promontory; at the foot of which 
are three rocks that may be •approached without fear; the 
bottom clean. 

N. N. W. quarter W. a mile and three quarte.,*:®’ from the 
Mola, is Cape Negro, thus named from its blackish appearance ; 
it is not very high, and doe’i not project far. Between the Mola 
and another small point, is a creek called Los Freos ; near the 
laild are several rocks. ‘ * 

' N. W. fi’tmi Cape Negro, are two small Greeks, called the 
Old and New Mesquitas ; these are of no use. In front are 
two small rocks, called Mesquita and Bomb'arda. wbich re- 
semble two vessejs, The creek which is most to the south 

is not clean, and w A ever so little sea the breakers are seen. 

On this part of the coast the bottom is slony^ and nothing 
but a case of necessity would make any one anchor here ; where, 
even in summer, they run the risk of losin| their anchors ; and 
in winter of being shipwrecked. 

To the north of the, Mesquita is the roadstead to Benillanti, 
and the points la Galere* and of Bufera, not at alt remark- 
able. 

At about three quarters of a mile from Bufera, is seen 
the island of Coldins ; it is of some height, and forms with the 
coast a canal, through which only fidiermens’ boats can pass* 

» At its eastern and southern points are nwo smaller islands, ai»d 
R shoal which runs a cable’s length into the sea, having only ivi^o 
ST. sauveur*] n 
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fethom of ti^ater ; all ihe rest <rf tiis islatid of Coloms is clean. Itt 
the western part there is aii anchorage, called Seselanes, proper 
for vessels of a moderate burtlien. liefore anchoring, a vessel 
must make a little island near the land, called Arenal del Mbro, 
which ^’jfter having passed, and^left to the larboard, it may 
moor in six or seven lathoins* with an anchor to the W. 
and carrying an hawser asluire t6 the S. E. In this anchor^ige 
vessel!i,ar6 protected from every wind except the N. W. which 
brings a great deal of sea; but they ride safely vvith.goed cables. 
Ships may anchor al-»o in the S. E. p'lr^ of the island with an 
anchor to the S. E and by carrying an hawser to the N. W. 
upon the island. The bottom in this place is sandy, and ther^ 
is six or sev<^n fathoms. ^ It is p»ptectcd from every wind except 
from the E N, E. to the E. S. E. which raise a high sea, 
enough to endatiger small craft, which ride*»niore safely in the 
port of Grace, a little bay, whicji goes in shore to the W. S. VV. 
where two pointc form the mouth of it : there are two shoals^ 
so that in entering, carc'^^must be taken to keep the iniddic of 
the passage : if is guarded from every wind, but there is little 
holding ground. ' 

To smehor to the S. E of the island of Coloms, it must be 
rempmbered, that near the shoe e, at the southern point of the 
anchorage, there is a little island, ‘ called Juida, between which 
and the t^gast^lhere is only a passage for small boats. This island 
must beH&t to the larboard, and, after ha\ing doubled it, a 
point of land is observed, called ErajBernat, vvhere immediately 
begins the beach ; before arriving at which is the anchorage. 

At a mije ami a half to the N. N. W. of the island of Coloma 
is Cape Musegne Vives; it is high and sleep, but does not go 
far into the sea. To the Jpl. E. of this cape a shoal runs out 
near three qu^i'ters of a tnilc, hgving but six fathoms at the ex- 
tremity. llie coast then forms a large c gve, o r creek, almost 
as far as cape Tavaritz. ‘ r 

This cape is low at the extremity : se^n from the distance of 
l|iree leagues at sea; it has the appearance of three small islands; 
if juts out considelably, and the land raises gradually from tlie 
extremity of the cape. 

, 'Three miles and a half to the W. ope quarter N. W. of Cape 
^avatitz)^ are the isles and port of Adaia, and the roadstead 
‘iof MoUns. 

The greater; island of Adaia runs N. E. and S. W. ; the smaller, 
which N. and S. nie first is a little mountainoiis 

on the noRheni side, the two others are very level. To go 
into of Adaii^' ships must make the western shore, 

ivbich il'iSiled JSoucous: &is coast is cleau« Thus aU the 
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islands arc left to the larbOiirtl, iind having doubled that vidiich 
is in the middle of the port, they aifchor in four fathoms^ op- 
posite the mouth of the creek Molins, which is to the west of 
the*little^ interior island. If they would go farther into the port 
of Adaia, M’hioh hardly merits^ the name ot a haibour^^nd the 
mouth which is ver^ narrow^ and will only admit small \essels, 
they pass the small interior island, and ma) then moor in any 
jiart. This port ruos in shore about a mile to the S. E ; it hm 
scveiT^fatboms water at the entrance ; but at the distg^nce of 
a cable’s length toward the shor^ of Npucous, it def leases 
to three ftthoms. Jt ha» four fathoms at the moiuh of the 
creek of Molins. 

To the south-east of the greater islafid, at about half a cable 
distance, is another small round island, called AguiJa. 

The port of Fosrtels is perfectly sheltered, and can receive into 
its harbour vessels of e^ery size^ The mouth is nariow but clean, 
having from 17 to 20 fathoms of water. 

There are numcioiis other cieeks atid harbours on this coast, 
of little consequence to navigators, as none but small craft cast 
find anchorage in them. 


chap. V. 


nESCniPTION OF THE VOWN OP MAHON ANP THE SUB-t 

ROVNPING COUNTRY. 

# 

The island of Minorca is divided into four sinall provinces, 
or districts, called Termhios. The litst of these has Mahon for 
its principal town. l4s territory is suiTouiided the sea oii three 
sides, and terriuUfdu^ on the side of the land at Alayor, Its 
population, which is«>froiii 16 to 38,CXX) souls, is distributed in 
the town of Mahon ; the suburb of Saint Charles, called Ravalle 
Neuf ; the villages of Saint Louis, Bmiatap, and about one hun^ 
dred and forty farms, or country l^ouses. Mahon, the principal 
town of this district, is at the same time the capital of the islsuid, 
a preroga^ve which if disputed by the totriTof Ciutadella; this 
rivalship, founded on ridiculous pretensions, has been huitiul to 
the general good. 

Mahon is built on the shore, to the left of the entrance into 
the port, and is seated on high rocks;* ‘it overlooks two harbours, 
and has a siifticielitly picturesque appegirauce. Owing to its ele* 
the iiihabitaota of the town enjoy a wholesome atino* 
l\ 2 
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sphere, and they are there less tortnettted :vith iniisquitoes than ii 
tne rest (jif the island. Thisvspedes of insect abounds during the 
heat of the summer, and its stipg occasions a greut deal of smart 
and inflammation. 

Severi^l of the rocks which supnprt the city of Mahon, being 
hollowed beneath the habitations. nave a frightml appearance to a 
spectator, who imagines at every instant the immense fragments, 
jitg^decmined by the ocean, falling with a dreadful crash, and 
overturning every thing in their way. One cannot hel^ltfnTent- 
ipg the indifference the Mahoncse to the dangers' with w'hich 
they are daily threatened : nothing cau be more a^ton.. hing than 
tlie security which the inhabitants of such miraculously suspended 
tenements seem to cntertu(‘n. 

The court of Spain has, ho\vev6’r, given orders that lliese dan« 
jgerous rocks should be blown up; but, like ipany ollicrs, those 
orders were ndver obeyed. Tims, the wisest intentions of the 
government arc btit too often of no < fleet, ow ing to the interested 
conduct of a few' iiidividtiaLs, parth ulariv iu thosg part;> which 
^re so remote frotn the eye of the .yvoereigu. 

The houses are general lycbuilf with sonic neutnoij and taste, 
but ill contrived and iuconvenieut within. Some of them iire 
tiled ; others have a flat roof like u terrace. The material of 
which these terrace.s are made is used for Uk floprs of the 
apartments : it consists of a very strong kind of tos^il cement. 
Almost ali houses vaulted cellars. la digging tlie.se sub- 
terranean apartments, they find large stones, which are used iu 
building the houses. * 

The tliickness^ of these arches varies according to the weight 
they have to support ; they are always begun at the /our cornei^ 
of the space intended to be covered, 'J iie method of support- 
ing them wliile they are making is very curious : the workmen 
do not make use ‘of arched stays* or propst- ihut the vault may 
be made with any particular exactness, biU- owe the ease 
with which they complete their work to theijuature of tfie cement, 
which serves instead of those helps that in other countries must 
be resorted to. After having hewn, with care, the stone they 
are about to use, they place it where it is to remain, and 
support it in the air with a "simple pole ; they then put mortar 
round thqjoints, karv-ing ^ hole on the top to receive the cement, 
which IS kept in a fluid state, that It may spread instantly into 
every crevice. One of the properties of this cement is to harden 
immediately, and to fasten strongly; th^ stone.-i being thus united, 
the pole, or support, is* no longer neces.sary, and is removed 
under another stone. The vault is thus finished in very little 
time. \Vheu they i.rc tiling th^ ipofs of the hpiises, they raisjB 
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on the middle of that p«rt which is to be the loft, a light beatilp 
oil w hich is placed the upper ends of the rafters, while die lower 
ends r( St on th« side walls. These rafters are placed about two 
feet distant from each other, and are almost always crooked and 
knotu , Ss they make use of ^he growth of the country which 
produrcs but little wood thV is tit for carpenter’s woiic. 
I hcy do not use laths, but fill up the spaces between the rafters 
with a sort of reeds, which grow in the island in great rbundanfipi.'.. 

much resembles those used in the manufacture of 
cloth. These reeds, bound together, aijjswer the purpose of 
laths cxtresdely^ well, and they are oft great durability. ISever-* 
thcless, they do not form a body strong enough or close enough* 
to place the tiles on ; these defects arb remedied by spreading 
over them a bed of clay : when this is dry, it is tiled and finished. 
The form of thesfj tiles is singular ; they are first formed in itie 
shape of a pipe, or tunnel, a little bigger at one end than the 
other i they are then cut through the middle, hu'o^hways, which 
makes two tiles. They are placed, fhst a range on the convex 
side, laying the upper tile about two or three inches over the 
edge of the under one ; thus .^he hollow part of these tiles arc 
upptru'ost; they then put another range with the concj^ve side 
iiiidcnnost, so that ilu'y lock pne in anolhei. All tlie joinings 
ai< i!?en filled up with ifie mortar. The roofs have only as much 
slope as is necessary to let the rain-water run off. 

The Slone is of an excellent quality ; it is easily*lif w n, and be- 
comes much harder as it is exposed to the air. They are not 
obliged to dig deep for ‘\his stone; it is found in gieat plenty 
near Uie surface of the earth, and is taken out in pieces which 
they call canloiis, that are two feet in length by one in width and 
lieigblii. Tins stone is not liable to split, and is consequently 
well suited for fortifications. 

; I’i^e«^stolle is also \ery abundant and equally good. 

The cement fijur 1 have already mentioned, is called gnfsdi. 
It is a kind of gypsum, of ratlnr a greyish colour; it is of a 
moderate hardness, more or less transparent, according as it is 
found whiter or greyer; it is extracted fiom the earth by means 
of pits dug a little distance one from the otlirr. J t is calcined 
before it is used, and it is tempered in a quantity of water, ac- 
cording to the use foi^ which it is intehcK*ft^«s ’conta^^ w ith the 
-water occasions q violent fermcnlation, which abates by little and 
Uttle. 

The Minorcans have followed the En^ish manner of making 
their windows slide with two sashes, due sliding up on the other, 
which, as only one half can be open at a time, prevents the fv^ 
circulation of the air : the frames are ccnerallv loosened in 
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grofsrvesj and have another ^reat incortvairiciice attending them, 
Jfor, with jBver so little wind, riie play of the frames occasions a disa- 
greeable noise; and they are obliged to fix them with little wedges, 
wbic^they place becwecn the groove and the frame; while th^rc 
are alws^s openings through uhicl^tlie air finds a way, Vvhich is 
very uwcomfortuble in the winteii season. 

The Minorcans have adopted the use of chimneys, but the 
jggmter past of them are badly built and very subject to smoke. 
The Sganifcrh hearth is preferred to tlieui, as it is more 
ctl in a eountiy not alloundiiig with fiic-woods. 

The luxury of wainscots ,or hangings has not yq* f<i..:)d its way 
to Minorca; they content themselves with wliite-waahing their 
looms, wdiich they also ;&dorii with pictures and engravings. I 
Mieve farther, that this custom i& congenial with the warm cli- 
mate of the country. The naked walls give ^n agreeable fresli- 
neas, which th^ islanders prefer to lUc dtscorations which would 
deprive them of ^t. * 

£v€ry house has cistern* cut in the rock, and lined with an ex- 
cellent cement. I'he water which falls on the leads is conducted 
Aither by pij>es. After th^ udns^they let the first .shower run off, 
which is loaded with all the dirt of the leads and terrac(*s. When 
the cistern i» full, they leave the wattr some time to settle betore 
wiiig k. To piuify it, they liirpw Into the clstt;in three or 
four live feels, or sometimes they use a little broom made of 
sprigs of greed myrtle. If these methods, which ordinarily suc- 
ceed, be insufficient, they have recouisc to emptying the cistern 
to clean it : these cisterns are gciierallj^ of a spin rical form. 

'I'he people pf Atahon vafiie themselves j)ai ticularly for 
cleanliness and neatne ss in their houses : one of the principal 
cccupations of their st rvanls b to whitt n the exterior, and to 
scower the stairs and Hoor, at least once in the week. 

Mahon docs n€it contain any pilblic building that is worffiy the 
notice of the trav(*lier. » • 

The governors house, built on the rocks w^hicli surr^nd the 
jiCHTt, has nothing cxtraoi dinary. The apartments are of a good 
but .so badly contrived that most them are scarcely ha- 
kkable. They have been buiU by different governors, who have 
aiicccssivcly inhabited the mansion, and who consulted only the 
convcnieitfe of thc''\a(5nlen'f. ’ The secretary, who has apart- 
ments in Uiis building, getierally prefers hiring a bouse for hiut- 
adf, or apartments in the town. 

The town-hall is a*smail building, having a, ground floor and 
one story ; the last is composed of a kind of vestibule, and ^ 
brge hall with three balcony windows next tbe«street. Over the 
pfMQil^ wldcb has nothing remarkable, is placed a clocks 
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h a flight of stone stops up to the entrance, which, has « 
lion gate. That pait of the building which is level with 'die 
ground, is the prison, and the habitation of the gaoler, 
pladfe of.confincrijcut is \ery small, very damp, and v^ry un- 
wholesome. Of those who afe so uuhajjpy as to he kept there 
for ever so short a space of time, few leave the ])lace without; 
rhebmatic pains, or other distempers, very difficult to,be curcjj^i^ 
r£his gaol, originally designed only for those suspectwl or 
accusecfj^-^kit not condemned, is really a hlace of pitnishment^ 
where the sijP*crings of the prisoners are increased by ihecrael’^ 
and rapacirfusii^s of those inhaman beings who have the charge 
and care of them. • 

Besides the parish church, thrre arc at Mahon three monaste- 
ries. The first, of Carmelites, wras founded in l/iyO ; the second 
belongs to friars c/f thp order of St. Francis, ami was built in 
the year 14o9. The Capuchuis*inhabit the third. They settled 
at Malmn in the year IfiCS. I visit^ the two first of these 
convents, but* found nothing worth describing; the third is a 
retreat inaccessible to all but the inhabitants. 

Malion has also an hospital,* which was founded about 
yeais back ; it js exclusively for tlie relief of the MinSreans, 
and may contain fifty or sixt^' •patients, who are attended by 
men uudei the direction of a physician and surgeon, who am 
paid by the city. The apolhecary^s shop is snndl* aiKl ill pro- 
vided with drugs; bat the greatest misfortune is the extreme 
ignorance of tlie practitioi*er. The negligence of x*very thii^ 
that can affoid mitigation of the suflerings of the sick, is incon- 
ceivable. The first that offers hunsclf is employed as doctor, if 
he has the address, on his debut, to cure a patiAit by leaving him 
entirely to nature and the goodness of his own constitution, hife 
reputation is established, and troin thenceforw^a^d he may trifie 
with the lives of his f(?ll()w-citi/cns with impunity, and rob them 
at the ssune time. Those wfio piepare the medicines ordered 
these p||teended Esculapii, are not less to be feared, as th^ 
sometimes add deception to ignorance, of which I can give att 
instance from my own experience. 1 was recovering from a 
serious illness; there only remauied'a degree of fever, for which 
I was ordered to take i^rk. A friend prej^ent of a 

packet of this drug, of a ve^y sfU|>eiior quality; 1 sent it to sm 
apothecary to reduce it to powder, and divide it into equal parts. 
My gentleman would not lose so fine an opportunity of getting a 
good name for his shop ; lie ap|)ropriattdmy bark to cure liis town 
patients, and sent, me some in place of it that was good for 
nothings I tvas obliged to the generosity of iny friend for Si 
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spcond supply, or probably I might have endured my fcvcf for E 
considi^rable time. 

Mahon has no public establishment for education. The yonti^ 
€if botli sexes are left to themselves. For ci*tainly a, few bad 
schools" do not merit the name ol^ seminaries ; — wheie the most 
^[uoraiit school-masters and diouks teach as much wrong as 
right in the grammatical lessons of children, and pretend to 
'cX|>l^in llie classic authors, which very often they themselyes do 
n«t uhderstand. ]VF)st part of the time of the class spent ui 
repeating, in a drawling tone, the rosary and some £ther prayers. 
This is what they call forming the minds of yoiitu. a J either can 
<me give the title of schools to those places where old devotees 
teach young girls to read, sew, or knit ; all the accomplishments 
they themselves^ possess. Most part of the time is spent at 
prayers. It 'is impossible for a stranger to imagine how very 
deficient the people of Minorca arc of every means to cultivate the 
minds of youth, although^ the place has successively, and lor a great 
number of years, belonged to two of the most enlightened nations 
Europe. All that the Mahonese have retained of the 
customs of the English, tonshts in giving a more agreeable 
exterior to their habitations, and in altering their simple but 
characteristic costume. Unfortunately, they have but too well 
copied part of the vices and fdllics of the nation whicli they 
took for a model. 

At the time when Toulon was re-taken by the republicans^ 
part of thp inhabitants of that unfortunate city w as obliged^ to 
seek safety in flight, and many families took refuge at Mahon. 
The arrival of Sihese new neighbours presented a resource to the 
islanders. Theyv. might have profited by the taleitUs and intelli- 
gence of their unhappy visitors, by offering them, in their mis- 
fortunes, kii ho^iourable means pf earning a livelihood. I ougtit 
here to acknowledge, that the Mahones6 have not to reproach 
themselves with the neglect of putting to use, in the instruction 
of their children, these resources, as valuable as uiflpipectcd. 
But the voice of authority w'us opposed tp this iuclini^ion ; and 
tliere are only a few' rich individuals who made choice of in- 
structors from among these ^emigrants, and confided to them tlie 
education of /h^j^iung branches of theif families. 

The .streets of ISfalioni are -generally narrow and crooked : 
most of them are steep and paved with flint stones, which makes 
them very uneasy tojthe walker, particularly when it rains* 

There are not any public promenades ;• for it w oitld be an 
abuse of the term, to give the name to a small walk, planted with 
trees, at the lower eiid«of the towo, on the strand of the poit. 
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# ^ ** *■ , 
sailars. jEnis edifice statidyina tieiy iidvantageoru^ iitimtioti ; 
large, very airy, ^tkd forms ^hrifee si^es oftu haudsouv* square tourt r 
these ''\hrce sitics arc . 4 parale bU]|dingsl. The two iatera! i^es 
arc terminated by two small bousey arc divided uJo $e{>a- 
r^te rooms; tliCse houses have a small gardemi one of them 
W residence of the ‘^governor of the hospital,’ and the office 
f^j^i^bhsiuess. In the dtl Vr is the- apotheeafj's shop and surgery, 
aiid Viitr^apartmcnts for tlic officers of health^ (>pj>ositc tlu^ hos* . 
pital arc Iavo small bi|ldings, where tte bidding, 1100*17*^0. See. 
i^lro fcepf. Beliiiur tlicwse is anothei^*^ is into two 

lOttg rooms, where bedst j:uh> ajid dm«U‘ gooife and aten^sils are 
deposited. ^ * 

At thetline of the arrival of the Spanish squadron, command- 
ed by M. de Lai>gara, corning’ irpm To a! on tiftcr its evucutrtion 
by the. Kp^lish ; this genera) brought and pi; eeS here nearly three 

: hcypital is yatiti^ dump*: tlp*^ wells dug in the c(^irt sup- 
ply it ^fek afc^t^iil^ided into thirtv-sv: small 

^ardS/ Cftch conf ining thir//en'<^ foiuieeu beds ; b?;! tla re is 
trc^oii^ enough for twice the number. Kach sick person has a bed 
and they are distributed according to the nature of 
!tWr;cb»j plaints. A ,covGj?ed galiqry, supplied by pillars, §ur- 
rpund'tho building. On the centre of the front is a clock. The 
surgery is. small but convenient ; the kitchens, and offices belong- 
ihg. to them, appear to me to be fife rather, too small a scalcg ac- 
cording to the hi/M of the hospitd, aili want sc ve^l conyci ivUices ; 
for cicamjde, tljcrc is no bakehqu^?!^* nil tabled tlie soup, bit ad, 
wine, ^0 niidiound^tbem nmdli Ijctter lluai 1 evpeitcd. i 

Tlii{# hpspital,^ at i\\c tim<»vis)t^ it, w.as almost stiippcd <>i 
?very thing. ^ The JSng!i'’h, in eva^imbng MiiArca, had only hit 
there llie portrah 6 t\ Coitt.modore J fairison artCRear Admiral 
j^ejus, vt’luch. \U’ie pUced iu one of the \^ard$. The Spa- 
u«5fSfe did bot think proper to pjesciwe these two paintiiigs. 

♦'Khe Intendant of Bul^arcs, on bis ai^rival tM: iyiahoi\J set about 
f«|.*^t^iabli$hlng this ho^pit^. ' 1 Ic fdund 4 | luitboiit any funds, and 
MCfmcd to a poison to fii^ui/h ilise 1 piecesls»r|es fptdh^ iih of the 
a certain piicc. • Ulris «ip- 

K S.,^eoh<)'‘phuV! 3 tf'‘ffy the. last by tfte 

Hsh, refused to ac<?e|^ ^the 
to piovidg eveiy thibg fiotp 
ut mter^i for thret inojjpis^ ' The 
nds ?eiDetoSk|fc,^peai^ tj^be an iiigetilotnl* 

tt had bceijr^ji^d^ed a iof. slngi^^W^rntf ib a' 

nan, \dto h# aojUged a forti^ie 4 #itbMf^^ty tru^ surr^siog^ 
la^ iiob^vp tlUl^fSML thug i.Mfbi-r 



the bi# might ^be *the hope <3fJ. recompense 

ju some sii^pe or otlier. ^ ^ * 

Almost oi^site the 6f the hospital, ind on , that* side of 
the port is plated, is a cavity called tlii^oyster 

caverOji ^he quantK> of oysters found there ;^it is ho^ 

lowed the roi^k, exposed to the N, E. and sheltered from 

the sun, ' ^llie coolness of tins place ditiing the ^|sages 

titany parties to make promenades \ithcr, whert 
iuniisfVt bv the fjsliiuf for ovstors, wliit^i is generally ^rfoiie, by 
Spanish j^rntn. The \i'oik rupuies tlvo of them; 6iie strips 
and iasU^^ a^nanuiier to*hiH right hauib nuiLes the sign of the 
Cl OSS, fccoinmewds hiniijelf to hw patjon saint, and thVow*> him- 
self into the sea. He div<^s ten or twelve fatlioms to 

lind the eiysters by the help of his Jianimcr, loosens from the 
rock as many, as he can bring up on his left hrm ; then striking 
witli his foot, be ascends' of the ^vater. His com- 
panion then takes liis p|a^, and peiformj^^t^^^ 

They sdmetiijK s use otne^^^ethoda^ro^^ for oysters : in 
tht)se places which are not If' deep, the fisheriiiail is aru^ed with" 
a l6ng* pf)]e,* at the oml »wldch Ik fixed a kind 
lower piece of which is stcia<ly while the oilier part ni0tias; it 
put hi action' by n^ns of a sliing, or cord> fasten^ oXf- 

triemity. ^ The fi|Pl^itian pitlls, this cord to lay fast 
oyster which has rested cwi the under part of liiV' pincet^;^^^ 
this 'ir cthod lie brings up. easier manner a larger qiiabtity 

than can be obtained first merttioned melbod. These 

oysters are ol' l\vo diffWrerk dualities, red an^l white ; the first are 
bad, but the last are ' They find •'Isp, in the ^^acne 

j)lacc, a kkid of shell-j^;, .^lled' dafes,; % 

Grevk word daci^hHf fih^f]^: oW 

paitft^d widi a hammer froia the rocks^ , appe^^ on, 

u^iev^TwitljF,the >vaft;*r. ■ 

Oh the second small island is Jbiiilt the Qiiai^itifie, a small 
ed^ce prtwo'stp^s ; .. the first nf .wdifch is composed of stdre-. 
roohisi: shut \v& ^ t%;inercliaiidi^di tijfiich 

is tluire fipposifid. The keepnd is divided -mto divep apart|fim^^ 
for the ^^pmmodijtidit of l&e paeserigers. 
as for i ^ osiers of h^lth. 'Tliis 

^4?ceivi3 i^Pt fevv gobd8^,.«nd‘ a small ^ill peapli^i 

.nfik 4|ir4^l|^Uted ha^ * 

ahdidr:. n^ar the island.; ‘ 
.0%.t3h^. island, which joins ^the* laiifi* of .Minorca n 
smalkiieck'iff san^ is almost alwa}^ the’ 

is theT-azkr^tto* wberq^pabengers and mcrclx^aTO^^ire dn^^^ 
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mitted, iirri^fig from " couhlrl^lii^ir^fefl^ by 

be ptagae, or otljter contagioois disieWm* > f ^ i 
■ It is 'about tvv^ty ‘ ’Since • 

Jarge scale, which pt'omised'W^^mbrSclSfc 
afge t^t'*the sllifation ,of'*the po^^'c^'t 

her^ was only the tburth pan of ft built ; neverilieh^^fi was 
tlr<^a^,. room for a con^fiUerauio qo/anfUy pf*nita:cha'hdiz^ jftid 
:■ for a /ivU gc nuaibvr f;t paaseugcrs. , /llii": Avant 
ifianB^^iriterrupied tbif ork se'cral tuiies, and ' prevonuH)' this 
Lazai^eUb lioiu bt-ir.. iViii^^^ed, wlikdi, fed ui'iginijJd>hvn been 
:^aU!fely corppkted, w uild have been, Vithvf Jt coiilfadibiion^ one 
if the iu tin^ lVl^ditet*raortui. 

T!jc troops destined for the Iasi expedition to Egypt, 

\aving jv iiud ai Min<uca, lodged in this, huifdiid&hed JuaKaretto 
ar tbroe lliousidid men. I'hey only ydded' a prison to* thut^ 
\yhich was alfeauy b'uilt by.Ae Sjxmiaids. • 

This eslabbslviffeatn-ertaih^ will help to diaw' tbe islinid of 
^Jinorca from its pr^^ent l&guid its- couiruvn ciai couiiec- 

timrs cjnnot be mneh increased^ . as no tt.j in 

s^xchange for the ^ artudes which klicy have bom older conniries.. 
Natuj’e ^jeenis to have made amends to this island for the want of 
local wealth, t>y pons, which bekg the resorLpf every conuner- 
:Jal nirtiou in the Mediterranean, mdst iit'cesIBiK become to the 
Min9i'cnns a sbpree of ease and plenty, . . , 

Spain with all lier^ maritime .ppsessions, has ‘not a .single 
Lazaretto. 1 1 cr ships Coining from Leva!) t, dr from Ame- 
rica, when the yellow fever or plague rage«s, are obliged to per- 
fornvqiiaraiiline at Mdrseilles, Lt§horn, or Malpa. H he [.azaretto 
Mahop saves a censiderahle e^pi^p^lo commerce uiid vSpaxush 
iiavigatip3n:.iat driy ratCjF it that, these sums should 

be expended ;jh ja ^ort felpiiging^to ihc, same kingdom, .‘vTlie 
establi^ilnpeht.of tfik Lazaretto should have been accAupap^d^by 
fhe circumstance of making tire port tree. . H would have^’been 
the most certain means Of prpventmg tfev |o,ia toyivhich they are 
atlH Ji|ble, ly tl>e clandoatme Jutroductiqii^of. merchuu- 

dize. This iprivilege would, /at the sah)«‘,lihity oluxv to Mahon 
the hicrcliantinib. who trafl[ic*oii this ebasA. -They*mj|ht tluis 
^"ensibly 'establish a conuigtice of re-t?\p«riiat^r^Voft|g^cn^U^ 
would* he the^riufi f. * ' As in. good ;^niry, the fjr®loin apd 
gh^id or Uk- people ijre ihe^ true ri4;h^^5<fLa*7^'iiigdoi^ 
tHipk the governni-^g^l’^SpaiYi Woidd;-fe»jye tb'rcgr^\m^Si^^ 
df 'tlje diiiira w hiSi M ^.ded uc Is froin llie comnrisi^ePAtita^^^ ^^apd^ 
whose corinecUpn^Kl resoiirce^j are so coufined;] The\|N^iorcans 
diesife this ibeif hopes arp oppokd bi llifc rival- 

* itbipof ports wluch arc cj^i^k^uous; and more oar- 
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tionfoily liV tlirm 6f the M^rcam, • I’ho^e $el^l6h i$<^]i?libour5, 
consulting? od};thpir owti ittdiMdjnLiulcic§t» the gene- 
ral convmelifc <)f ibe 1 3 of even Inch 

c}jiJf<rl^Cct ifth© «reoilk)fi of l!»c Ln/,arcnV> at ^Jaiion, M'C^^thing 
in this-e$ltibUshnnirtt biit'lhe os the cWritiuf tiOi oi ilu ir trade. 
Muhon^ a-^aTiie port, would nhanir^fs lo navigatora • 

ii’liich niight induce tliern to neglect thW: placets to ‘^vliiolifftfeey 
usual Iv carry their good.s, ^ud winch \\ould tin n ouly^y^digive^ 
iheni ai ^ec6nd hand. Fear gave birth to !>e desire of seeing Jlbb 
pt)rt (d ahv avs They insist on the speci(>us argu-, 

inent; tluit tliat measure could alone insin c them the peaceabj'e 
possession of an island always rep. .rded^l ith « 6eye by the 

powers of the JSoith; alike j^ytdoiis of extending their power ii) 
ilie Mediterraneun.,: They calculate, on tlie feicility \\ith which 
Minorca has sucA!ssi vty been subjugalcd by the English 4nd 
the Fj ench^ and part icularly by^lhe first of Uuan ; for whom they , 
tax the. M anom ie \vit.h art ijittachmen^ boK^^ on iaiiaticisin. 
U'ould it jie btdievaxh llnit.i^^^udnct so fUtM to the grhca*aIgo^ 
of M iiuuca, .sin Mild be* initeijtfdiied even bj^ a part 6/ its inhabit- 
fmis : \\ .add ii be beli<wed,^ that the .cilizUns oi Ciiitadella htive,.; 
luid the lolly to op}K),s(v the, Holicilat ions of llie A'Jahoues%,for a 
iu;ueiit, 1‘h.e advruU^xs (if whicR-ftrav would Inive shared ? Would 
it be- bciicvcd, thnT pfocc^edihgs as utipixtriotic as* absurd /-vyere; 
occasioned by jtaloudy is really pitiable f That of unlient ' 
C..jiMiid.‘-iIa, whidij iVon;, it<^ AuUiou, has no ('-onsequence, being 
jdatrnedi i».t tiu* luture prosj#e*5t|^pf a rival, which would, by means 
of those advantages, becoihe ijj*- <’i*pdar.of the island ; a prcri>^! 
galivo w’hicli they iiiivc coiii^tSritly. coutendec^ f()?. . . ' • 

Could and I idicutp^%. declamations present tb© natural 
effeers r( . idling Itoui the ^cTllence fq<al situatioij, 50 v\4*l} 
adapted P' draw Ihifber rftcjiLhant^ seaimcr^ and stringeis, 
would not this city iiVvitabJly become the Vesidence of tlic prin- 
cipal ofHcd-" ot the go\einmenl, and the scat of the diffcicbt 
t]jbd|i||s t '1 ins rivaiship lias long ap^)cuKd *to trie to be a lUfr^ 
cbiiiram> which 1 'Should ihwlI have believed lo have existed, iC 
1 had not had repeuWd from iny ow ir observation 

ITovvevcf', demonstration wl ^Iw^ivs, in the end, convince* 
nios^ obSl^WC. ^ he^nagistrales of bl fSt united 

to tfiose Mahon, and of^oUtcr tnmnetp dilic^^. "i"he>, in 1804, 
rOft^wdfP^t joint solicitation^ to a^elorate die finidiing im 

arrival of divers .veascls of ihc Spanish 
king, ki wii|i crews ^t^ked by UiC yellow f('\» r, and 

obliged to pei!«fbrpt quarantine, ^fl^hisked Xhem.with a lh\ourabfe, 
occanioB, by which IheyTrave wisely pi olitcch 

The ra\slii*e&’Of tlto cbiK^ion which prevailed ia Spina, have 
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inUiKttl the go\em’nent Jhe Wc(5iss«^T) 

pk'tt dni , th^ indi/,pfensjb!e neceik) of jvhuli has been 

«*»iahhd/ed O^bis rstHhhshaieu* may be but tluy 
aliouui,^ot any longti defei ttppufrrtie^i tm dlBcer^f hf^yUlit 
Foi \\aiit of |>u>})cr cait , *1 ha^e seen two |>®r^>us dte in thn 
jUtnrH Uo, one of v hoin w i‘ a .. ^ntral otlkti, and th^«»*aC the lime 
>i!vben tluv lad HaM>n |<> k n tlu Vonimiuucation of the \(.How 
liU'iC dtaths sy^ii^ad tht alarm m dw? cit} ; ami it ^^ is 
Vith Oiiiicuh\ ilut tl ijdtai ^ laistd on tlm otram n Wejc fnaut to 
, * »d tic siApicion icnio\cti, tiiat \sds 

raus( (1 »' li t \tU('vv iv \Vi. The fuci^uas^ ti at lHt*y had ntgh ct-* 
cd stndjii/ •v^ } li^sK j uw 

Oppe sUl to ilic idc oi (he I ai^ttOjOn the loft sboie of the 
poit, i£> Ilit t( \ n (f Chalks, oi the Siw Itavjdk , it is tn- 
tnely irih*ibit(d b\ sc^firiog nun, who juc by fjbhmi:^ on the 
coasts of th( i id 1 Ik 1 C is li^rc nofnint> woithv of noU , ex- 
cept tin bcai.is.* »,*\\bi<h ar-e built With stoia llic thicr fjUies Of 
Acse baiidcks, wirii the (onmion house, oi lial),* foiiu i square, 
vheiea battalion can txeuise. If’hflcsc h in arks au on a Ian t> 
plat^ mid bettM built*, than thoae of tlic cit). I feu aic two 
bouses^ oi paviilions, lor tht efbeor^ 'I Ik t bni.«Is wdlton- 
tem thiu th u^and foot-sojdicis. » The lhi;;h*h fmilt bihnid the 
<oinnimi hou i , above the shoir the p >n, anollki p*fit, of 
one st( } v> d ddHit two hunch cdfect m ki^th, win re two Imua 
tntd mi.n mav be K)(]s>( 1 

Till li valli IS s,tiut"‘d ludf w^f;tOio Malinn to tlu rwtieof 
Chiih^, at pu sent thou only u iaiains the pi icc wIku w is 
u*>itu/i<*d this fo)tr^s<(s, fornHih •»?> fiifen^onsHindci then mu ♦ St, 
Plrhp. At the linie 1 vnited tlic^ h»^tlc, in the ^lonih July, 
u\ the ihOt, there only tlu nihlnsli ut tlic anticnt 

fortificaTiORs^ an<j the hoHovii^d under .ill the ( 'l» ut of the 

lOft, . In 180^, the blow ui^ !i]iof tin st rniiKS wcie l»ni«<hcd. I 
Ment ihiough sc ^ end of tliein, and tb<> gave. me a complice idea 
the stieuglh and esUiit of tlu woiksjwluch composed f||l|i fort 
Pbrhp, j!\lj these mints cominumcjated oiu with at^ther : 
efvenfl outhts, on the ^jdc nc d the fi<a> j^ixlifafcd the ciitiance 
srfrunfoicemrnts of trqops, mid 0j|i suppliftb of provkons and 
u$timuiitttc)n. /Hie when l^fst itivaiikd,^)ife idaud 

^ MinoiCa> laiuuConTe work«»0»i «lhc aca-siile 
iwtfy A lipo propel h'foitdied, to dafbitd dr obstiue^||^#^rWBn 
of vessels into the poi^, and OUpahJaerf 
only twenty r-foar pieces pi ca|An, which 
poMndeis, fiioUntM < n il i n iinfl^gcs^ Ibese formed two bat- 
tents on the side next tlm s^a, l|y| hre of wlmli cjoWs tliati-of 
a Ipwcj/t^Uoi^ bt* X^inihpet> situalul on the tight oi the pbit. 
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having 'aboV^^- a- .bpro’, t>na of 

four oi ^ive water’s? bdge. >|t fcuttefed 

here aitd of balls hn'd ’Homb«i difr 

sev^erul' of (artillery out of service. 
the several m;|ga|!i!ie^veutirely'st^'ippe.t'i an.'l (non uiich damii^d^ 
The l^ugliyh, as iiooji as they received <inlers lo give up the isimid 
of’Miiiorca to the Spaniards, sold cvtrV thiug, even to a .siiaall 
stock of iire~Wi)od ami coals, whicli tiiC^dsihabitarUs of ?i2iir 
vallc boicdit for aim cist uolhmg. The c.m'ut of ihe grp’fTud, 
which wa^ thy accient fort of St. PhHlij)[io, is at diast a lea^iie 
in circa mfcreirce. 'i'he' plan of the com t of Spain seems to te 
to leave ^only a few siinple !)a’;t<‘rie.s to j^Voleet the (‘Jilrauceof 
port^ They con>iist of 2S -pi.rf cs <^f 18 arwi C4 potmdersj, the 
iiio of which crO’-se3 Uiat of the tower and battery of PliiilipetV 
which are on the c^ppo^ite shore. Of all the buiUings en'-hwQti 
ifl foil Sl .Phillippe, there renfain only, so uh^ small inaga/inet^ 
a bad •^l-iCc, which serve as gbard-hoii^gs to the Thegrte 

is sliil to 1)0 se: ;i a handsOihi^^iurtet'i) \vfiich is inhabited, laeAr 
the cove Si. Stei-dien, vvhkbc^^ie sujvplics are brought ii^ WhicJi 
Univfci by sea, / • * - • * 

■ Prom the batteries at St; Charlns- begins a carriage 
which goes tluough the whole i^igth of the island, itnd oi)ds.>!t 
th(i Ciutadclla. Tlris*'i’oad which is tlh^ onlypuie iu Mi- 

norca, is the work of Brigtifdkrt'and.; thetnemorv^of this Pnglish 
governor is preserved by an ‘rinser iptiolh eiyruvcd on the ppdestat 
of an obeli :/L "v oiclH^ftimds#on ihi^ road as you leiiveeMiihou. ,* 
Aiihi , truio when , the .'English cmie f<>, jnvade ISJhum i.jn 
1798, they luade tllem^3dves'‘‘snre.oS4lneetHl^^ iitUe resist- 
ance) fronj Spiiniards; ib fact, they elfecled llieit: laadpig <jsn 
a most inc sveuient pail of the coast, aiKl M’here; 
get juto the island by- pas> iiig* throui^r jr )mrr 4 >w p* 
whi^^ the way w as terv difiicnir,, parucidafty Tor the 
,UVOf Jfepdrcdbmtp.vvoaf^ l*ive litei suftiihcni to oppose 
fropitfic heights vyhfch are, oe. pach side passipge. I 'liavn 
toyself biieif pa th^^^ where T learnt that the Engl hi, 

■■number v;as^ scarcdy'three.thoiv-'uyd, , entered, ■without, 

the pait' of a'!^'arri^*5h\ which copsisteii ■of si^ 
■'tltdtiiiiilflili^ n^t ft/siiisde iwuskiut .the:'' governor 

w|itf .which tlie'1h\Tid.i became pf)ssesi^ 
pedbleji-' ready to :au4)um eveny* .unfifgrtiuj^p,; 
to the defects or i'.n.Us of tiie 
.5eeineiS"to db,iib^ wh.ciher.^'t}^ loss yd' 

■ more'.'bv Uhe'^inactiv if v' oft' '■^h<l Oov ?pu'd ■ coaiMiO«riv:ri of 

I 





^4IWlilik£j 


■i*^ 

S TUK U qTfeW^'llw'UtnaMaii^ 

ji fow^ dff OT«m <|^t)g|»!t)4^p|i^i<|%^iM 
dmimiMHUori^ tiiat rliey^eie 
iflaition of &ptne tiooj>s wlu<fi liadjoinod lu lljoy^n^ 

Xbe intention oj^ i>j>ajii stcmc^tl to 1>e efi<etivt$}y to iifr 
\liat tinic> U^epub^ b tlum^dveb of dit island ^ lift’ 
piiia^to their hitei^ts 

4^t tho epoch of the KStiiulion of Mmoi ra to Jt^ Spaniairdb, 
wt^it$orjjing to the treaty ot Amiens, M. de \ jv^f^S'%Jox!^rnoi 
Mtieial of the TSilcaric i^’endb w is oidered to take poss^igibion ol 
rata isle. The gencial, in his eageipess to evecute his commisbiottj 
mought It his (liitv to s-Kiifice to the inttitsts ot his ^bverugn. 
fVer^ coiisideiation of decorum* He thfreibre ctnbaiked in 
ship^ hit C(1 at the and took Mitli hint iboiit 

lyir hundteo mefr of the ^tkrrisfm of Majoic t, in soinc shabby 

I|0at8» l| ^ould probably hayc tnoa 0 nacUi, in the 
of the it this genfeil^ bad iiKkle hi> pe taiKe, 

'tttepded by a diMbforf ot«the mariuts, .^uui Ih i landirs 
VouM have of thp aa^e opinion* 

'Jfitey also neglected, aa aoon the tn atv of pt< wib \ on- 
elided, to send tomtjal'^sioneis td protect viih pe nliailtirc 
«!yeiy thing wluch belonged to toe pluoe, and the cJiftcunt po 
in tlie Island, horn m I nch neglect ,tW arst ml an 1 11 il e lUu- 
ga^ines \icre completely stripped, Tire Jingiish adiu ^ii v\ocuc 
duty It was to give pp the IsLnd, j^ad ahead) ^rpbaMj! Ji the 
artilleiy, and it VPas not wtlhan^ InfliciTlf} that the Spanidi ^ tne- 
obWweditst Doatitutioni -A The aiJiftci negot&ituj before 
ills <d6cei^^ho undtibicod the Engli la igimge, 

to iciniiu tiicie until the tit uuoii of 

aaienalof.Mahdn is built oi^ the fouidi of the smaU 
inolo^d the port; it u tibuo&L circular, sibmtdd high 
the frbiit of tJid Bown vith wbicb^t communicates by a 
n bi Klge m the side of the island of Mmorc a^. This httle 
^ ii^lnclosi^ mih BanaiCitowen^ Ihe arsenal coiir 



t^qs a< 


9 % cafajf** uprd^ (in<^or% 
ibi- tlwDg iA<a|leittaf lo jtt>( 
flMfiqie cotnnt^idatit ’aud tl»e of 

hilfep 'I'lie sh>f>s cs^oar^ ^ 

;,,and li^ laid down ihjtt 
c..i|i§|eif^s ior the putpos^^arei 
'igo to lay ii|ong«J|e of 

ich >os8a is ’fifotisd feodi 
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tte molei severs^ boat {i^esr^ built jdh piles, are made use of 
to lay up the little armed. Gutters and other small ves^ls! 

. At a little distance ffbta ^ arsenal, and upon the shore to the 
stocks f6r biuldhig ships. The arjfpal of 
hfahon js ||t this day in the ?l 2 ^e in which it v;us left by the 
l^glish wh^n it was restored to the Spaniards; that is to say^ ill 
a state of the most complete destitutiJijn. A vessel which had 
suffered, whether by a stornii or by an eriVagenieht, could 
supplied with the smallest articles for repiiir. They are Obliged 
to wait for them from the arsenal at Carthagqjw, the nearest port# 
The port^ojf'Slahon ought ^however, at least to be able to provid^fe * 
sails, jury-masts, cables, anchors, pitch, tar, &c, &c. to supply 
the principal wants of the service. It is pot to be dopbted, but, 
that the J^alionese could avail themselve.H jj'ith facility of the 
greater part of the'adv^ntages which the port oi Mahon presents; 
whether by its situation, its sizefor the safety of its harbour. Ma- 
hon was formerly a military depot ; the Mahpnfee were acknow- 
ledged as good ship builders ; several of the best frigates in the 
service of Spain were launched from the dock-yards of Mahpa* 
The w'urks of the arsenal ernpfoyeef a great number of e 2 tcellen|t 
mechanics, and afforded food to numerous families, plunged at ‘ 
this day in the greatest distress, from the want of employ, or 
who were compelled, by nedfessity to e3tpatri«|te themselves and 
pursue their habits of indiistry elspwbere. Every thing proves 
that it is as necessary, as it would he easy, to re^ftorp to jSlahop 
Its ancient activity, . * ’ 

Part of the arsenal has been used for the lodging of somd of 
the garrison troops of the island*. If would be«an imposition on 
one’s comm®n sense, to believe that the neighbourhood of Car- 
thagena occasions the neglect of port Mahon, which, 
advantages, perhaps equal tp th^ other, liket^ise a iqost 

healthy climate, • ^ , ; 

, The shores pf fhe port Mabpn form naturally a mt^e, , wbich 
might be completed ,at small expence. There are hiiilt store- 
houses two stones high> the length of this mole, in which are 
depoi^ited cahles,^ ipasts, cordage, sails, for the met^faanf 
ships. Here is also thp office of^healffi and the pustoi^-hpuse^ 
neither of which offer japy thing partic^ihur. 

It is iJOt a gririit niiny yeara since tile latest shif^ pf waf 
could uj^r alongside the moie> so near as to place a ladder tb^ 
the shove t' insetisibly Uie e^rth has drifted down thither by thp 
rains. This inconvenience could be ^asily remedied by pfopev 
tn»<'hines. * 

There are two different roads to«go up to the towm;; 
shortest is of an acclivity extremely fatiguing in^either road fart 

ST, SAtiVEUft.l K 
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riages cufinot be made uj^e of, and the tiierchandize i» transportedf 
on the backs of mules : it would be dyficiilt to remedy this in- 
conviimcnce. I'he back part of the slisiughter-'hoiises is on the 
steep^* of these mounts, and thelitpod aiwi liUlv\vhich"if"Teft^ 
to run down, adds to ilie disagr<.|niblcness of the toajd^ an infec- 
tion which cf)ii!d be easilv prevented. 

^ On tliejicights of the;'hill which borders tlie right shore of the 
Y>oi\, little disUinee /roin the caj>e ISIolii, is erected the Signal 
Tower ^ objects may ne seen from it a great w ay, and It gives the 
number and desenpifion of the ships ^eu ofl' the 
hoisted at the foilr angles of the tower, and by proper flags, 
TliLs lower has a communication with Mount Toro, situated a 
little farther towards the renter of the island : at night the signals 
arc by lire, wbicU^-’x* very iniperfect, and easy to be muierstood 
by an enemy. * They cannot alFord particular intelligence, and 
are far behind jhe telegraph hi celerity, and these last were 
established by the English on different points of the island ; the 
Spaniards, on its being restored, found them ready prepared to 
their hands ; but, under lhc,pret^*xt of not knowing how lo work 
them, they liad them taken down and put into the stores, vvhere 
tlicy h:'ive ren;aincd to perish. In circumstances like the present, 
\\ lien precision, celerity, and seeVet signals, were so essential, I 
proposed the restoration of the telegrt^ph. ^liiey made less 
objecliou to the dilliculty of finding intelligent and trusty people 
for ihu service reqjuu tj, llian to the expence, althongli, assuredly, 
of hide (ionsidcratiou in comparison vvilh the use and intelligence 
of tile telegraph. ^ 

Tio' cape of the Mola iJi^very high land, which is connected 
to the island by tongue of sand, which it would be easy to 
separuto, if it were wished to isolate the cape. '^I'o the north is 
a little bay ; it ist surrounded on ail sides by frightful and inacces- 
sible precipices, vvilli the exception ^pf that part which looks to 
ihe port of Mahon. The cape of the Mola is very high on this 
side*. Tlic English masters of the island entertained the project 
of profiling by the advantages which the cape of Mola offered, 
to Ibrtiiy it p but the War with Spain gave them too much occu- 
pation to allow them to do mdre than think of it. 

In reading of the Cardinal do Retz, one is aeto- 

pished at flu; brdliaiit descfiptiomwhfch be gives of the port of 
Mahon: “ Port Mahon, says this prelate, is the finest in 
the Medlterianemi. The mouth of it is very narrow^, and 
I do not thinfc^^iit twa galleys could pass^it in rowing. It 
be<‘ombs wider^^^'k sudden, and forms au obiojtg bason, half ti 
league in icngtli Lofty mountains surround it on every side, 
farming a which, from the mamber and height of the 
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li^es vvitt which they covered, find from tlie streapos which 
rush from thofti in proijti^^us abundance, display a thousand and 
a t^;»^iisand pictures, Mfhtch i^re, without exaggeration, niyfe en^ 
chant^ than the scenery of tjie Opera. Tliese inountiii^^ trees, 
rocks, shelter the port frori the wind; aud, in times of the 
greatest storms, it is always as dahn the bason of a fountain, 
and as smooth as ice. Minorca also jJroduces morc,iiieat, anj. 
other provisions necessary for supplying ^he shipping,- tlv,v.i Sla- 
jorca does of pomegranates, oranges, and lemons. In this de- 
lightful all sorts of game, and abjp^nce of fish.'^ 

It is a pity that the Cardinal de Retz, continuing to give scope 
to his imagination, has not given the ffleture of the palaces, edi- 
iices, arsenals, and temples, 6f the city of Mahon. The happy 
Minorca would l;ave doubtless becu nmeh v. ore admiied thau 
those famous islands \fhich were the deliglitiul abodes of Circe 
iind Calypso. One can only fament that so n;,>iny writers have 
alike imposed on the credulity of thoftpublic. Of the imhiensc 
number of descriptions in travels and voyages w hich are daily read, 
two thirds are the productions^of the fanciful imagination of au- 
thors who liave depicted, with great effrontery, the riches, man- 
nei s, religions, costumes, and ^overnmouts, of coiiutrie? which 
they have never vsecn. We, punish wdlh justice, the man who, 
taking advantage of the ignorance of the buyeV, sells tinsel for 
gold. The daring falseholds of autliors appear* to me equally 
deserving of repreheusiod. 

The villages of Biniatifp and Saint-Louis, depending on the 
district of Mahon, offer no int^restiug particulars to engage the 
notice of tlje traveller. On the feast df St. Louis lliete is, in the 
village of that name, a small fair ; many oT the inhabitants of 
Mahon and tlie environs, go thither on parties of pleasure. 


CHAP. VI. 


«)lSTEieT OF ALAYOR, MERCADAL, AND FERERlAt.. 


At- 


thd distance of eiglit or nine miles to the east of Mahon 
is Alaybr, the chief place of the second, district of the island. 
This territory is l^undccl to the W. S, W. by the sea, aud to the 
E. by the distri<;t of Mahon ; in other parts it is surrounded by 
the districts of Mercadal .and Fererias. It is said to be eiglit 
miles ill lenglb ami seven in breadth. The popijatign, which i» 
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kupposec} to amount to above 4000 so^sf, is distrijbuted in tb6 
little town borough of Alayot, aiid ^bout ^ 1 ^ farms, ot 
fcouiiW habitations. Alayor iS situated the left of tljje^-great 
road wltich goes from one end to ^he oUier of the island; and 
about a mile distant. This to^if, which is the next most con- 
siderable to Malion and^Ciutadella, is situated on a hill. The 
►bswjses arcT well built ; j^ut the streets arc narrow, crooked, and 
ill parted/ and very fjAiguing to foot- passengers. The parish 
diurch of Alayo.; isof Gothic architecture, and he 

very ancient. The,?^ are but few welts in AlayorJ’^om there is 
ho want of cisterns, tlie waters of which ore fresh and wholesome ; 
an advantage which is possessed in a superior degree by the 
whole of this district. 1 went to see the connnou-hall, which 
presented nothing Velharknble : 1 saw there the portraits of the 
Counts Cifuenles and de Laniiioi\; this lash, who was lieutenant- 
general in the Ivench ariiiy, died in the island of Minorca, of 
which he was governor, ji*i the year (7()2. lie was buried in a 
chapel belonging to the parish of Mahon : an epitaph in the 
Latin language, engraved ow plack marble, is enchaced in the 
Wall abpve tfie sepulchre of this general. This marble was })laccd 
there by Order of Louis the fifteenth, in memory of his ser- 
vices. ^ 

The first building which attracts the notice of the traveller on 
entering Alayor, is a church, bnilt with hewn stone: it is of 
very simple architecture ou the outside ; the interior, like the 
other churches is ornamented with paintings and sculpture ; 
antpng the omam,ents of the latter description, are distinguished 
the works of a sci\lptor,Svho, without any master but his own 
natural genius, or other models than the imperfect works of his 
OWm coimfrymen, has sculptured several altars which have coii*- 
siderable merit. There are solne^statues of his in w^ood, as large 
as life; the proportions of which are exact, and the attitudes 
Aattiral and easy ; he wn^ well acquainted with the different 
i^rders of architecture, and excelled in the sculpture of the capi- 
tals; his taste was besides excellent in the orpamcntal part, the 
fruit and foliage. , 

There is at Alayor a little w^ell-constructed barrack, which can 
contain freen 2t>cn.:a and ig assUredly one of the best 

garrisons in the islan^ , " ? ^ 

The infirm and^ckFy are received into an hospital^, which, 
though of no coum^rAble size, is sufficient {(ff that part of the 
population of Alay,br. In' general, the inhab7.:ant5 of Minorca, 
Efid above all, of M^ahon, consider as a calamity and de* 

gf^adation, greatest indigence, the necessity of seek- 

ing a refuge m aff Irospital, which presents ihctn cpiuforts of which 
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they are deprived in j|bW%Oi3om8 of their families. ' It is less offuii- 
save to their delicacy to go into a prisoti, and thougli for some trivial 
faufe 4 >|ily, be mingled with the greatest miscreants. I4*‘td oc- 
casion to witness this sihgrtlaHty in the characttn of the M iuor- 
<rans : one of these islanders made a lonnal complaint of me td 
gdvennncrit on this subject. Thrown\iiito a dungeon, he had 
fallen sick, and I used every etideavoitr i ^> get him ren^ovcd fi6rn 
so uriliealthy a placed to facilitate his cure.' It was in agitation to 
remove hiui to the liospital of the town, he inight have 

received every attention ifecessary to his sliuution. This cleter- 
minatiou, which 1 w as in hopes wontl be a consolation to the 
islander, threw him into an excess of grief, which w’ould cer- 
tainly have increased his malady if I had not given up the idea, 
and allowed him* to ^return to his miserable • habilatioii, to 
encounter the risk of wanting very thing, <)r of receiving only 
assistance from charily. To determine a Minorcan to go to tlic 
hospital, he must actually have no otlier place io go to. It is 
difticult to understand to w hat this ridiculous and fatal delicacy 
is owing ; for these luifortunate beings often expose themselvcSi 
to the risk of perishing for want, the victims of their pftj«diccs»^ 
I can more easily conceive th^ir .o^ rsitm for domestic servitudie, 
above all with strangers, setting asido the amour propre^ which 
prevails generally in the character of islanders: They do not con- 
sider servitude as a situation that leads to any thing ; and in that 
they are nearly right. A j^’oung man cannot hope to marry if 
he lias not an independent business; whilst bis fortune depends 
on the caprice of a master,* it is at best •but juecarioiis ; 
thus it is vVith dilliculty they fifid a voluntefy servant. This 
branch of industry is reserved to the W omen only ; thifey are in 
general but bad domestics for .strangers unuse|} to the Customs 
of the place. • 

The inhabitants of the ^country can scarcely be persuaded to 
call in a physician until the last extremity, and olten not until it 
is too late, 1 should not blame this prejudice, if it proceeded 
ironi the fear of falling into the hands of a quack, w ho would 
bring them to the grave, and not •from the apprehension of in- 
curring an expence, the sparing of w Ipch might jost their lives. 
In reflecting on the situatiiMi of the country people, aifd on what 
concerns their health, an idea occurred - to my mind, on wdiicb I 
have aflw'ays Hwelt with pariiculgr satisfaction, Wliy, I Jiavi^/ 
said to myself, al^andon cntirely to iiul^ifre the most valuable part 
of the people i Why should not the ministers, who have the 
care of the souFs of their parishioners, occupy thenisclves with 
washing over their health; their functions leave ^ them plenty of 
I^isttrC; and they could employ ibemselves to advantage in ob- 
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tainiiig tin? first principles of a science whkiti would enable them 
to arrest the progress of distempers that bfetSime incurable only 
from Kj^ixlect. Should these pastors blush at resemblmg the 
heroes oY Greece, who, hi the tumult of armies, cultivat5a and 
exercised the sublime arts of Esculapius and Macliaoii ? Would 
a virtuous priest, pouriiTg tlie balm of the Levile upon the 
wounds oHiis brother, a less interesting picture than Achilles 
Ibuiding'^np, with his own triumphant bands, the wounds of the 
fallen hero at Iik Aide ? Would Philoctclus, cured by the divine 
hand of AIacliaon,AN«re&ent a mor<' teaching sccnof^u that of 
the father of a family tecciviiig life from the pastor who gives 
him his blessing. Authors, who arc as nuieli esleemtU for theii 
2 eal for the public good,' as for their knov\ ledge, have given in 
their works, bcaritfg^ihe seal of Immanitv, thp fust clcmcnls of 
medicine : it is there pul within t|io reach ‘of the most uuinforni- 
ed. Ihiese valuable sheets should be aSixed to the breviaiv of 
the country. 

. Without the parish, thci'c is a convent of Cordeliers, founded 
in l6t23 : the chinch is grand, and of beautiful piopoition ; the 
^monast/'iy is inclosed in a square court, and around is a < loister 
covered with a gallery. The lilirafy contains only woiks of Theo- 
logy : it consists of a heap of scholastic reveries and legends. It 
is, hov\ever, what the monks arc most eager to shew to strau- 
gers. 

Travellers who stop at A lay or, without having some friend, 
or at least some acquaintance to ofler^hem them the civilities of 
hospitality, take Up *heir lodging, as in all other towns and vil- 
lages of the islundj at an iniu called Casa de Key^ wirich has 
very had accommodation. There arc only dirty, imserable, 
truckle bjsds ; and the whole of the provisions consist of eggs, bad 
cheese, onions, Aecrable wiiK*, and brown.bread, ll*ese pub- 
lic houses, undci <he inspection of th« bailiff, are generally kept 
by a Spaniard. The poor host, in a warm country, wbeie pro- 
visions soon spoil, and where they are seldom troubled with 
visitors, only keeps in the house such victuals as he thinks he 
cannot lose by. it is great goc^d luck if one meets with butcher's 
meat, fowls, or. game, provided by the landlord for his family, 
of winch be a voWnlary sacrifice, and for which you pay 

v^ery dear. And at this plate,' as in all Spain, the inn- 

keepers thnrge exorbil^pUy for every article; but here tifavellers 
ought to complain this than in those countries where the 

governnn nt providcfilj^r tlieir accommudatioi/i There scarcely 
arrives at a Spanish inri^ in the coui^e of a whole year,, a 
number of t4Wt?llcrs who spend sufficient to enable the inn- 
keeper, from'liil piolits, to pay his tent, and furnish maintenaoce 
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for himself aiid family; therefore impositions will b§ alwaj^ 
^practised/ uiifca tunateiy for those who are compelled to submit 
to them. ; . , • 

I Vecollect an adventure o( a Spanijsh officer, who wa& jour- 
jricyiug through a province and#put up at one of these inns. 
When the time of departure came, the^liost presented his bill : 
an ill-dressed ragout of meat, whicli w'uS the only dish tirat had 
been set before the officer, was charged it sixteen jy^lr<'s. , It 
was useless for the traveller to remonstrate, ijt»<nust be paid ; 
though it n*'’r;iutited to nlnipst all the inoncyJs^^ad about him. 
The poor oflicer conllnued his journey, as desirous of having 
his revenge, as he was mortified at the^trick played him. Two 
years afterwards^ chance led hhii through the same village with 
a strong detachment of his regiment, lie d*'* not fail to recol- 
lect the place where h« Iia<i been so sbamefnlly* treated. He 
visited this same inn witli his cbmpany, and ordered a , plentiful 
repast for all his people. The iiinkct^)er, who had totally for-, 
gotten the offict^r and the adventure, set a profusion of victuals 
before them, and waited on tl^em ^vilh the greatest attention. 
The refreshment over, the officer asked for llie bill, but with- ^ 
out looking at it, presented the host with about twenty ^^ence. 
He remonstrated, and refused *the money, but he was obliged 
to accept it ; for the odds were now against him. Take it 
said the officer, 1 paid you two yc.u's ago foi* the dinner of 
to-day ; and I pay you to-day for the dinner you set before me 
two years ago.’' Th <3 innkeeper recolh cled his guest, made a 
low bow with a very bad grace^ and retired, muttering a thou- 
sand maledictions against the oflicer and his coSipany. 

In the vicinity of A layer there are some clfimps of trees, hut 
the eartli is so full of rough and pointed stones, that walking is 
truly painful. There is, liowtnTf, one place#^ hither one can 
go to breathe the air with jileasure ; it was as inconvenient and 
rough, and consequently "as little frequented as the rest of this 
small canton ; but an English officer, who was much beloved 
by the soldiers, profited by their good-will, and had the ground 
levelled and cleared of the stones ; it soon became covered with 
turf, and shadowed by oaks always green. '1 his place present* 
an agreeable situation, .where one is sheltered the heat of 
the sun, land itot inconunofled by the humidity complained of in 
other coitotries. 

Abotit two miles froni Alayor, on the g-oad from Mahon to 
Ciutadella, is Mc.cadal, the cliief place of a district, vxhicli is 
eleven or twelve pilles in length, and eight or nine in breadth ; 
bounded on the north by the sea, joining with the tei iitoiy of 
Mahon to the east, and reaching to the NveSt as f u* as the village 
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of F4r4rias, which belongs to the district,; entire population 
pf this canton does not amount to more than two thonsand souls. 

Mercadal derives but little advantage from being the chief 
place'itf a district; and being situated in the center of thp^and, 
and on the most frequented roa(;'^ the troops halt here as they 
go from Mahon to Cintadella, or return from the lost place, 
Travelleis are not so v/ell accommodated here as in the other 
villages ot^ the island. ^The inn, or Casa del Rci/^ is miserable : 
it is grnerafl} cu'^tomary for travellers to carry their provisions 
with them ; and,'*lf.>»* a trifling sum, they rnuy obt;i[iu,a reception 
iu some private lioqsl. 

Mercadal js not well Viiilt ; the houses are v^ry low, and re- 
sentble huts, which shew plainly the wretchedness of those who 
inhabit them. Tlfls village is situan^d in the most unwholesome 
part of the isle. The people are subject t^o very obstinate fevers, 
particularly during the heat of summer ; llicir countenanc(?s shew 
the insalubrity oV the air they breathe. One cannot behohl the 
inhabitants of Mercadal without being struck with the diflert nee 
which distinguishes them from the other islanders. They liave 
iiomelhing hard and forbitfding^’iii their physiognomy. This 
‘;specic8 of ugliness is more particularly remarkable in the women. 
'Their ill healtli njay be partly fiUribuled to their drinking the 
•well-vvater. There is, howxvcr, bt the end of the village, a 
public cisternj< winch is filled by the rain Vvaters. To procure 
a suflScient quantity, they have erected above the cistern a build- 
ing, the roofs, or tops of, which sloj^e tdwards the interior part 
ija the form of a funnel. This precaution does not prevent the 
reservoir fioiu bdng often dry in* surnmci, when it lains but \trv 
seldom. The 8ti<:ets of Mercadal are narrow, viuding, and 
rough, being ill paved and uneven ; nothing but being ilelauu d 
by bad Weather ^would induce a tiaveller to stay any length of 
tiuip ip this village. 

The parish cbuicli is the only public edifice : it was falling in 
ruins, and the devotion of the inhabitants woulc| have erected a 
new temple, but ijie wor|c ‘wg& began and was suspended for 
W'ant of means. 

About nine miles to the cast of Mercadql, is (he village Feid- 
rias. It contjd«i| notliiug^ worth describing. It is di;^tant about 
a gun shcftfiom fiie great road, which runs tliropgU the island 
lengthways. This vtli ^ |e is so ill built, and so poor, that it is 
a loss of time to tuii\^iffl^of the road to rlow^ver, there 

are quarters which r aA ^tain two hundred iuic!n, and there is 4 
small house for theJBpcers. The English, by whom these 
quarters ;were builbjjPa a detachment always here. The Spa- 
niards do liQt 'jwcefv^lhy troops at this place. The teriiiory of 
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} ^reritvs may be ten itoiles in lengt^j and four in breadth^ iu 
die widest parl^ It is poor, and less cultivated tbiln any 
Ollier spot of the island ; to this last circumsiuiiee is owing 
the a!..:*\dance of game in tbc canton. There are, jllow- 
over, to be found large tracts laud, which i.jvite the cul- 
tivator lo labour: the people, naturally indolent, are from 
day’ to day iiripovcrishcd by the monks, who are 'main- 
tained ill idleness at their expenee. If tlic poor ii^^rbitant 
of this part of Minorca had any enc^iurageinemt^^lie would 
soon rouse from the inactivity in which lit^/OTguishes, and 
the inland would become *enrichecf by tb^oultivalion of so 
much land, ik>\v lost to the country. ^ 

On leaving Mercadal, the traveller finds himself a little 
distance from, and almost at the foot of Mount Toro. 
'I'bis inountaiii, thv, highest in Minorca, shews its lofty head 
in the middle of the island, •which it overlooks on every 
side:, it is in tlic form of a sugar-loaf, on a base of several 
miles in eircumibrenee ; the ascent *is by a crooked path, 
and full wf stones. This road is protected on the side where 
is the steepest declivity by a Vail* of rough stones, which 
they have left broken down in several places, and chioity fo 
the higliestand most dangerofis parts. 1 must acicnowledge, 
that I could not help entertaining some sensations of fear 
when 1 looked from the precipice, down a pi:‘ifpcndicular 
hollow, to a frightihl depth; and where 1 was not more 
than a loot xlistant from tiie edge. 

VVhen arrived at the summit of the Mount Toro, the 
traveller is rewarded by the Varied scenery* of the \vhole 
island, with a most extensive prospect.# The mountain 
serves as a beacon to navigators who make the Ij^nd of 
Minorca, and who would eiugr its ports. The air respired 
cm the top of MounfToro is the most pure and wholesome. 
The whole of the sunimit*is occupied by a convent of Ap- 
gustins : this monastery is exteDsive> and is not wanting in 
accouimodations. 1 w^nt to see it, but there was not ailY 
thing very worthy of notice. The monk who accompanied 
me, did not fail, on our eulran(*e into tbc church, to dr^w 
7ny attention to a sort of hollow grotto in the^rock, set in 
the wall of one of the^chajj^els, on whiph wa^ rpirgh^ sculp- 
tured thpiiguie of a bull, discovering, by butting with its 
horns, the image of the Virgin. My conductor gave me a 
long and tiresoing history of this miracle, ami assured me, 
in the serioiiB manner, that the mountain liad thence 
derived its namet I took particular pare not to attribute the 
tH igin of the word Toi'o iu his presence to Tor, which, in 
ST. S/VUVUUR.] 1. 
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of F^rerias, which belongs to the districts fiopuktion 

of this canton does not amount to more ^ao two thousand souls^ 
Mercadal derives but little advantage from ^ing the chief 
place “(if a district; and l3eing situated in the center of thf)-«fcind, 
and on the most frequented roacj, the troops halt here as they 
go from Mahon to Ciutadella, or return from the last place. 
Travellers are not so vvcH accommodated here as in the otlier 
villages of die islatuh /Flie inn, or Cam del Ret/ ^ is miserable: 
It is goneraff) c.ustomary for travellers to carry their provisions 
with them ; and,'^^^* a trifling suni^ »hey may obtai^a reception 
in some private liou^c\ 

' M erradal is not well huilt ; the houses are v^ry low, and re-^ 
semble hnls, which shew plainly. die wretchedness of those who 
inhabit them. Tliis village is situated in the most unwholesome 
part of the isle. The people are subject very obstinate fevers, 
‘particularly during the heat of sufxuner ; tin Ir coiinlenances shew 
tfie insalubrity oY the air .they breathe. One cannot behold th(j: 
inhabitants of Mercadal without being struck with the difference 
wdiich distinguishes them from the other islanders. 1 l»cy have 
something hard and forbid(ling“in ihcir physiognomy. This 
*;ip6cics'of ugliness is more particularly remarkable in the women. 
'Their ill health may be partly fittribuled to their drinking the 
well-water. There is, however, bt the end of the village, a 
public cistern^* which is filled by the rain Vvaters. To procure 
a sufficient quantity, they have erected above the cistern a build- 
ing, the roofs, or tops of which slop/? tbwards the interior part 
in the form of a funnel. This precaution docs not prevent the 
reservoir fioiu being often <iry iri summer, wdien it rains but very 
seldom. The streets of Mercadal are narrow, winding, and 
rough, b^ing ill paved and uneven ; nothing but being detained 
by bad weather ^would induce a traveller to stay any length of 
tinip ip this village. ^ 

The parish church is the only public edifice : it was falling in 
ruins, and the devotion of the inhabitants woul(j| have erected a 
new temple, but the wprjt was began and was s,uspended for 
want of means. 

About nine miles to the east of Mercadgi, is the village Fere- 
rias. It cont^n^ nothing^ w'orth describing, ^ It is distant about 
a gun shdt from flic great road, which runs ihropgU the island 
lengthways. This village is so ill built, and so noor, ihat it is 
a loss of time to turn out of the road to see it. However, there 
are quarters which can;^ontain two hundred and there is a 
small house for the^oflicers. The English, by whom these 
quarters were built, had a detachment always here. The Spa* 
ijiards do itct»p any troops at this place. I'lie territory ttf 
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l erci ins may be ten .iiailes in length and four in breacTth^ iu 
the widest pari^ it is poor, and less cultivated tbitii fiiiy 
otiier spot of the islaqd 3 to tlus last circumstance is owijig 
the a‘,.;Md3tnce of game in the canton. There are, iJow- 
ever, to be found large tracts ^f laud, which invite the cul- 
tivator to labour: the people, natiiruDy indolent, are fVoiU’ 
day’ to day impoverished by the monks, who are main- 
tained in idleness at their expenee. If the poor inhabitant' 
of tliis part of Minorca had any encouragemen^i^'TK^ would 
soon rouse from tlie inactivity in wdiich h^i-^rnguishes, and 
the island would become *eijrichecf by thl^^ultivation of so 
iniicli land, now lost to the country.- ^ 

On leaving Mcrcadal, llie traveller finds himself a little 
distance IVom, and almost at the loot of Mount Toro. 
This mountain, lhi.^| hi:^hest in Minorca, shews its lofty head ^ 
in tlie middle of the island, ♦which it overlooks on every 
side:, it is in the form of a sugar-loaf, on a base of several 
miles in circuml'erence ; the ascent *is by a crooked path, 
and full wf stones. This road is protected on the side where 
IS the steepest declivity by a Vail* of rough stones, which 
they have left broken down in several places, and chie«y in 
the higliestand most dangerotis parts. I must acknowledge, 
that 1 could not help enteAaining some sensations of foar 
when I looked from, the precipice, down a pi.‘rpcudicujar 
hollow, to a frigbliul depth; and where I wras not more 
than a lout xli slant from the edge. 

^Vhell arrived at tlie summit of the Mount Toro, the 
traveller is rewarded by the Varied sceneiyi of the whole 
island, will# a most extensive prospect. • The mountain 
serves as a beacon to navigators who make tli^ Itod of 
Minorca, and who would eni^r its ports. The air, respired 
cm tlie top of Mounf Toro is the most pure and wholesome. 
The whole of the summit*is occupied by a convent of Au- 
gustins : this monastery is extensive^ and is not wanting irt 
accommodadons. I wjgiit to see it, but there was not ally 
thing very worthy of notice. The monk who accompanied 
me, did not fail, on our enlranee into the church, to dr^w 
my attention to a sort of hollow grotto in the^rock, set in 
the wall of one of the^cha^^els, on which wairpugh^ sculp- 
tured the figure of a bull, discovering, by butting with its 
liorns, the image , of the Virgin. My conductor gave me a 
long and tiresom" history of this miracle, and assured me, 
in the inoiit serious manner, that the mountain had llience 
derived its uamet I took particular care not to attribute the* 
o^igin of die word Toio in his presence to Tor, which, in 

' ST, SAU VEVR.,] ■ ■ ■ ' I. « 
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the Arabian language signifies elevation, certainly the most 
paturil and probable otyrnoiogy. I could ,not help, at the 
time, entertaing the melancholy reflection, that the 
mitlViters of our religion too frequently impose on- the cre- 
dulity and simplicity o(‘ th^' people. 1 cast my eye- aher- 
wards on a vast nuinbtn" of ex-vntos, wluvch tijc t V apel 
is covered. How much to bo pitied are the unhaj)py h( ing‘-> 
who daily to afiix to tiicse sacred walls the inonmncnr'^ 
of thcir'’*i^th, and the trophies of the superior craftiness- ox 
the monks. most severe and pahifii ‘ Je' grim.Mges ar»' 

made to MounNroro : ^ have seen men and oven wfnrieo 
make the journey w^V-h hare fet t; I have f veii seen then; 
carry their devotion so fai;, ^is to aseond tlx.* mountain on 
their knees recijmig slowly thcii rosaries. Surely these pire:- 
tices are not less absurd with us, t]^in4l>e iinsteriiies of ti)e 
Bonzes and the followers erf Mahomet, 'i'he last do no: 
pay for their’ absurdilics, and jthe fir>t never f;oi to hxlgi- 
in the hands of the ntonks the tributes of their folly, in 
which consists all tlie difference. 

The English ha^ built A telegraph on tlic summit oi 
M&int 7' 'oroi it communicated with all the others placeri 
t)n the different points of nhe island. J am sometimes 
tempted to wish, from its advantageous position, that the 
convent of the Augustins was translonnecl into fortified 
barracks, where might be kept a suiheient force, hroin this 
post, overlooking the wdiole i.Jand, they could descent! 
Tapidly, in case of attack to any given point where the 
enemy mights attempt a landing. 

Six miles fram I\iount Toro, towards the rtorth, is Port 
Fonieis; it describes a large circle, ol'vvhicli the mouth is 
very narrow", jmd is to the north. Tins port is well sheltered , 
and can, in some parts of it, receive flie largest vessels, ^ut 
it reauires a porfeci knowledge of the soundings; there are 
shoals even in the middle of it ; the difficulty of going in is 
still more increased by tlte squalls which come from the 
mountains and hills forming the passage. 7’he entrance is 
defended bjr a small fort/ built upon a point to {lie right of 
the harbour: it is square, conslructgd of freerstone, flanked 
with fv)ur baitions, innd 'iAs mairy curtains, with a wretched 
moat, without exterior w"orks. 7 he rooms and magazines 
occupy the interior of the square. These l)uildings are 
vaulted, and above it formed the rampart. When tiie Eng- 
lish took JMinoica> tuiere was a cha[KiP in this fort. The 
barrack-masters ordinarily, the suttlers of the detach- 
ment^ changed ^ tavern. The fire of tliis fort is sujp- 
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poriecl by tl^at of another, construoted with numbered pieces 
f)t wood, and wiuclrwas brought from London. It is erect* 
ed on ’! isiaud at the end of the port, and opp.d?ite 

tiit: ‘ih ’i'iiis lort has Uvo stories; the first serves to* 

loU'- I'je g. orison, Hie second il^cul in battlements, orrfither 
iui a ii Mery of four pieces, of a large calibre 
\ ' r tliis jxu'i. l ir eastle they have dug a 

; ' olaec, which serves as a magazine for pa^i£^>f!r; atul 
,rt ! a]<;o a. cisl(‘rii Beshies these two sr^m forts, the 
ha : <M - of hich Cv o' nine jhec^; there is, on a 
i:. ' : ' mouih oi the jxn? on tlie lef^a tower mounted 

' ; i Jiteeiy po!)!id('r Of! a swivel*: when I visited these 

' ‘ : " I fuiiud hiein ; h-olntt ly defenceless, and only saw 

I Oi arnllery , n* • iCa uno'd. 'The Bfiglish had built. 
-! * ' si. .'‘f‘ <d UiC*Boiit bonjei, a small hospital, W’ith from 

^ ; ; V 5o fori y bv<i' , u is for ;dH)Ui sixty men, and rooms 
■ the laMnfn.'iodaai and ‘fiitfse edifices which Were 

i"- rinu’h o;;‘ '/ ’pac ;.? c' c tia»e. ihe island was restored to 

:1c. "'•p/.i iar*!' . a om a ri|)year;;int‘e desci led. The gar- 

rl.-'-n if-.c.: - < > i’. ,*1 infaucry and two gunners, com- 

nrMi(h*d ic, > 

'',r rig.h: ’.r f'tc ncri a liille village, or rather 

a ha)ni»‘» Msiiahit' d cw foa *wmen. Tlie Port of JFor- 
iK'i uii.vjii i>e reudcf^.i .'iCi vaiitagcmis to commeiVe and navi- 
?j:af ion hi place of tlu' hets of the fishmmen, there might 
be hniit, in a sh,orl spaca^ of time, cominodions dwellings 
aho warclionsc's, win.'rc the u'u:rcha>ro c.ight deposit his 
Va'j ) i>, lica L-Iaodcr h.'S ;;rti.. lc<« .md itic mariner his 

'o ai hlores/ I'iie ih)riot burucl rnoglM be^made of utility, 

•, iriiout b/cog an (Cpuy lo that oi' Maboi;, which WOpld al- 
v\ a Vs po'-sfss snpci lor hdva.ti t ages* • 

To tiic aordi-west of Mt’rcadtd is Mount St. Agatha, it 
toNvers nbo\o a q>iautitv of siruillcr liilis \vhu‘h surround it. 
Tbe sceneiy logriiier picsems a vast landscape of rocks, 
steep and barren: ?lir traveller feels, at sight of tl)c picture,, 
at once admiration and tt uor ; his reflections are led to the 
causes vviradi have o<*i‘asioned this desert state of a part of 
the islaiul. In com irkaing the ussc>!nblage,of ^noytitains, 
whicli appear otic vast rot^k slript of verdure, his imagina- 
tion recurs to the^ time wlieii it was fertile, and enriched 
with trcr .ii;d pi;int3. '{’lie soil seems 4o have been, for 
ages, : arried down by the .successive •rains in the plain be- 
low ; peria ' s vioietii earlhtjuakcs may have accelerated the 
phcncm^ na* Tiie entruil*; of liie nAfuntains arc, in fact, 
to br seen tinough the chastn'^, and present onb* ^ heap Of 
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rubbishy and of broken pk'ces of the rock. If naturCj^ bow- 
ever, seem here to have spread forth her ruins, she displays 
herself >v‘rth all her beauty on the opposite side; with what 
.delightful emotion docs the ir^aveller turn hivS eye from a 
lirst scene, to tlic delightful K^indscape of fertile vallies, vine- 
yards, and sloping hijls in furrows made by the plough of 
peaceful labourer, or ofl'cring their rich verdure to the 
bleatirj^«^ocks. 

A naturc&it, in surveying the mountains which surround 
St. Agatha, wTFhobscrve a peculiarity iu the fpnn of one of 
the lesser ones. * '‘k consists entirely of a naked rock div ided 
into several beds lieig;)ed one on the other, and vvliich arc 
not parallel to llie surface of the earth, but which form an 
angle of more tlupi tliirty degrees witli the horizon. This 
singularity seems to contradict the opinion of philoso[diers, 
who pretend that tin' dilYeref*t particles of matter of which 
the earth is composcd4)recipitate themselves in the manner 
water evaporates, ac( ording to their respective degrees of 
density, and that they have formed all over the globe regu- 
lar and bori^:ontal beds. ^ May tiot the inclined direction of 
the aitones which compose the little mountain in the neigh- 
bourhood of Saint Agatha be attributed to some change 
which has happened since the deluge ? 

It is not £.n easy matter to get to the summit of mount 
Agatha, the only way is by an ascent cut into the rock in 
the way of stairs, of which thcu steps arc gigantic. The 
mules climb up, however loaded. If, however, these ani- 
mals are used'^to ascend, sure footed as they are, it is pru- 
dent to walk on foot. These steps arc, in several places, 
wet with the springs, which makes it very slippery and dan-, 
geroim in mar\y parts. * 

The sumatit of mount Agatha presents a little plain of 
about six acres. It is tlie residence of a shepherd and his 
family; he has a flock of sheep which are nourished b}" the 
small quantity of herbage to be found on the mountain 
and its environs. O.i the heights is built a small chapel, 
dedicated to Saint Agatlra. It is a pilgrimage which the 
women arq^ eager to laake. The w^lls of this chapel are 
IKlorney with tigures in waxj silver, and wood> the rnonur 
tnen ts of miraculous cures. Saint Agatha relieved |hc diseases 
pf th^|;east. Kyery saint here, as chewhere, is specially 
gifted^y the credulity of the people and the address of the 
pries^fc for the cure of par ticular maladfes. 

The mount bt. Aga<ha was formerly one of the most anr 
cieqi^militacy posts of the island, it is not tp bo doubted 
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that the Romans prdlfted of so sidvantageotis n position; 
the jMoorSj maiiitois of Minorca, fortitied mount St. iSgaiha, 
And there defended themselves a considerable lime, uficr 
their coiiniryinen, vanquisl^d in dilTerent combats, vvere. 
cornjieiled to abandon all the cither fortresses ol‘ the iUand.. 
The ruins at present in existence of tli^ ancient fortiHcadons 
do not sIk'w an e|)och more remote than that of il^e dcyjii* 
uion of the Moors. These fortifications were irrg^frfFar as 
the ground mn which they were raised. summit 

was a Ibrt whieii could ho^d out after the cu>i »vorks had bcen^ 
taken, and is coinposed of thick walls, FOatiked at regular 
distances by towers. In the lower pmri of the summit arc 
dug two immense cisterns, which are yet entire. These re- 
servoirs are constructed of a kind of ccineht moulded in a 
frame, and the infier yurt plaistered with a still finer soft. 
Armstrong, in his history of Iflinorca, that these tfe-r 

st'rvoirs ciontain two millions one hiu^drcd and ninety thou* 
saiicl tlirec hunflred and eighty-four Paris pints. I'he cal* 
cukition appears fo me a little e.\a,i^gerated. 

U is not far from mount ^t. Agatlui to Adaia, a farm 
which deserves particular notice. It is situated almost on 
the sea-shore of a little port tb the east of mount Toro, it 
presents, on this side, a pleasant ampdiitheatre, whilst On 
the o])positc, it is surrounded by mountains. •The summit 
of tliese mountains is continually stripl of soil (vanied away 
by tlie rains, the slime of which, deposited at the foot of the 
hills, produce in tlie vallics a prodigious fertiliiy. The 
mountains protect tlie larin fro*m the north wind ; iiowcver, 
this part of the isle passes for unwholesome, and lltcy aUri* 
huie, with rcjison, the cause to the exhalalions from the 
marshes I’onned by the rain waters wliich stagnate in the 
liollows beneath lhc*inouiUains ; it would be coisy to remedy 
this inconvenience; It would not be more difiieult, nor of 
less utility to rc[>air, or rather to make the roati from iSlahon 
to this part of the counirv, from which it is only distant 
pine miles; although this journey is so short it is a painful, 
and even dangerous, in some places, parlicukirly in the 
winter, when tlie w'eajher is had. ^ , 

Tile gardens belonging4o the farm of Adaia are fery fer- 
tile; culirvated with care, and produce every kind of fruit 
,;and vegetables, the culture ♦of which has been , intror- 
cluced. The vines, orange trees, anc^ pomegranates succeed 
better llian in any*other part of the island. The Minorcans 
.:rtet a particular value on the water melons of Adaia. One 
of the great advantages pf this funu that of b^^ving in tlie 
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vicinity^ «-i very plentiful spring, whicfi supplies at pleai?iire 
water ior the gardens, and which helps not e little to give;, 
jthekfVults uiul vegetables of the farm of Adaia, an acknow* 
lodged superiority over those ot)-the rest of the island, as in 
the other parts they are obli^iid to make use of well water, 
which makes the watet» ing more laborious, and not se com- 

llrensTic^re some well shadecl promenades at Adaia, and 
where, durfAg;^hc summer heats, one breathes ^ith pleasure 
a refreshirjg brUiioe from the sea, v'hich is very, pleasant and 
agreeable: AdahiMias also the advantage of a small, port, 
where the amusement tof fishing maybe had amidst land- 
scapes of a beautifully varied perspective. The entrance is 
concealed by tlie . intermediale lands towards the north* 
This port reiSembles a river ; its banka are covered with ever- 
greens, which bend over the \fater that reflects their foliage. 
tJhfortunately, rocks ay<I shallows make this port useless as 
n place of anchorage. Thus tliere arc to be seen only small 
fishing boats in the harbqur. 

The situation and real utility of the farm of Adaia makes 
one itjgret that the proprietor, vvho is a man of taste, does 
npt eiijoy a fortune sufticient^to afford the means to profit 
by the bounteous gifts of nature, the excellent qualities of 
the soil, and the advantage of plentiful springs of water: 
with such means he could presently transform the humble 
farm into a most delightful residence. A traveller might 
then indeed witlj truth make use of the words of cardinal 
de Retz, in hfs description *of the port of Aiahon. The 
stranger who is«enteriained at Adaia is channled with the 
amenity and sweetness of disposition belonging to the cha- 
racter pf the ^proprietor ; in« addition^ to which excellent 
qualities, he possesses a profoupd erudition with an en- 
lightened mind, that, in the judgment of the intelligent, 
gives him the first rank among his fellow citizens. 

A narrow Cape separates tlie port of Adaia f rom another 
%mn\\ anchorage, called the Molin ; where the English 
landed in the year 17 <)S, * 
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lilSTRlCT OF nUTADELLA. 

the western extremity of the island jf^Minorca is 
t^itualod the town of Ciutfideila. Tt is a short distance 
from the sea shore. The port is small^ and at the end shal- 
low and marshy ; it is a kind of narrliw canal with rocks on 
each side; the entrance is cliftlcult, and can only admit 
small vessels, and those are often much disabled at timesi 
when the cross winds hlow. To the right of the entrance 
is a large round t:ower, built by the English, who placed 
there a telegraph. This tower is pi»otected by a platform, 
on wliich are two large swivels. This sort of fort could at 
most only prevent the eiitraniCe of a privateer. 

At a short distance is the church of St. Nicholas, 
held in grcift veneration among seafaring people, who 
go thither on pilgrimage, //’hey have hung on the wulU 
come shabby pictures, representing the dunge/s to which 
they have been exposed in the course of their voyages, and 
their deliverance from wliich perils, tiiey piously attribute 
to the intercession of Saint Nicholas. This religious cus- 
tom is very ancient, aiul may .be traced to very remote 
period. It was practised among the Grc€jJ<s and Komans, 
but often, nfit content with hanging these representations in 
the temples, those who had made the vow, wore them sus- 
pended to their ne^'ks, and thus prcsciued the eyes of 
their fellow citizens the history of tiie dangers they had 
escaped. Horace alludes to this custom in the fifth ode o£ 
his first book : 


" Me tabula safer 
\^otivn paries indicat avldu 
SuspeiKii sc poteriji 
VeBtinK i’/a in;iris deo.'-* 

On the shore to the left is another tower, on which they 
hoist the signals to the ships in the offing,* 

The city of Ciutadclla is smroiinded by a wall, part of 
which, on the side next the land, is tf.e work of the Moors. 
It is very high, and has been well prcs<u’ved /or near six 
centuries. The more modern coijisi^rts of a rampart. 
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se«rerat baiitloiis and curtains built with bevvn stone* 
JJear tbe curtains the rampart is narrow ; tUe bastions are 
broad; part of the moat which they had begun to dig i(ji 
tixe rock is deep ; there is alsoito be seen the beginning of 
the parapet of a covered waj. I’hese works, abaiuloned by 
the English, remain an an nnfini.slied state. Iti cases of 
Ule garrison of <^inlad<‘lla, iiu'apable of snsta*iiHng a 
sieg^/1??^^t necessarily fall back into fort St. Phillippe ; but 
BOW that fortifications of the castle are entirely <ie> 

stroyed, the which might be found at CiutadcllH. 

would be obliged TO capitulate almost vvilhonL resistance. 

The wretched ibrtiScations of tiiis ciiy w ere besides strip- 
ped of artillery, at the time *\v hen the English broke with 
Spain, and HiKideiily began hostilities. 'Fh^ ir stjuadron- 
having sent their cruisers to the shoi»:*s of .M inoiauj, justiflt d 
. fear that the island would he iuvad(?d. These fears were 
strengthened I>y llic c»i[)ture of the C.Uistiie regiment, sciu 
from IktrcclouH to augment the forces of Minorca. Tl'- 
Conveyance of the traiv^porjs with the troops from Jhiree- 
lona directly to'Mihorca exposed them to be taken ; a sin< r 
waj*^ Would have been that of Dcnia, in the kingdom of Va- 
Jentia, making use of small Uoatsonly, whicli from the shore 
seeing the whole of the canal, with the island of Iviea, 
might havcTaken advantage of the first favourable*. momenL 
for so short a. course. They would have passed IVoui Ivati 
to Majorca, and Ujarehed tlie IrtfopsfVoin this [)ort ' 

. dia, from W hem ce they could reach Ciuladcdla without claU" 
ger. They have tried this route, and in spite oi‘ ncvj ral 
.English cruiser?, t lie troops have successively arrived. At 
the Ca.stiie rcgiinent was taken, there was in the 

island cvnlj^^ljpe regiment of •loria, of about seven or eight 
hundred men. capable ofraking^ibe field, and a battalion ol' 
a thousand or eleven hundred mcn,.tangcrs of Catalonia, 
almost entirely compos<'d of rec mils drawn out of prisons, 

, or sent into tlie regiment as vagabonds. 'J'hc importance 
of the island of Minorca required that tbe garrison should 
he icoinposed of well-discMplined troops, and not of soldiers 
Whosc^ in (experience Made theinof.no service, and wliosc 
morals at the same time werti? ndt such as to inspire any de- 
gree of Confidence. I5y the attention of the cbmmauder 
^md officers to perfect this corps, it i.s now sufficiently disci- 
plined,, and is kept in» very exceileut condition. Pressed by 
the fear of danger, tliey liasted fo [^fai Ciutadclla, if not 
.in a state to '^fa in a* icgiilnr siege, at leVst capable* of re- 
sistance in^case of a. coup de hiuiir, and to keep sufficient 



MlLltARt WORKS. 


89 


force to be able to sent! succourj^ to the other points of tlje 
island. The^y are repairing, though iinporfecily the for- 
tifications, and have placed in batteries on the bastions 
Ibnrtccn pieces of eighiee4i and twenty-four pounders, and 
two mortars. The garrison, *vvhich sear< cly amounted to 
fifty men, was increased to four In^ndrcd. TIk^V had pur- 
posed to jbrin a small fortified catnj> under tbj waii^o^ 
Ciutadclla, which would have prote(t<‘d the 
place. This camp was to serve as a retie^Tn case the 
1roof)s should be ohligt'c^ to go out of th/ city*; and in this 
caijip they proposed keeping the chief p#lrt of the stores and 
j)rovisions. 'J'he oxen, sheep, hortii^s, and mules designed 
to transport the btiggage, iind ‘ammunition, and for xhe 
service of the artillery of the fiNeld. Happily this extrava- 
gant plan was neft ad 4 )ptcd. ft was easy to judge that this 
camp would have been takeft without any trouble, or sur- 
rounded and comj)eiled by famine capitulate. 

Since the demolition of tlie famous Fort St. Phillipe, they 
seem to have entirely given up ajiy endeavour to make di^- 
fence in the island by w'alls ancf ramparts. The worivs 
raised by the English, at the, entrance of tlie por^ af Mu-* 
Ijon, were nothing butii forttfied line; all the batteries of 
which cotdd only serve to hinder or retard any entrance 
into the port. Tiiey had preserved some of tilie works, but 
the SpaninrdvS have so destroyed tlicm, that the little ibr tik’- 
cations which remain aiit only a few batteries. 

The defence of Mbunva seems iiol to allow any other 
than an open campaign, or ah uifaii of 

The ish«id is covered almost every ^vijere with little 
mountains, or hills, forming between lliem liurrovv valiies, 
which run to the sea-hbore. • The small n^imber of plains 
arc intersected in *evcry direction with cnclasures of low 
walls of dry stone. At tile lime of hostilities, they bad only 
one single road by which artillery could be conveyed. This 
road goes from one end of Minorca to the other ; from the 
batteries of the port of> Malioii as far as Cmtadella. The 
Spaniards have now made two others ; tlic one from the 
city of Mahon, which reaches btyojid the vdlli^gc St. Louis, 
near the sea-shore, castv^ard*; the other begiiuiiiig at tfie 
same point, and ending at the small bay of Mesquila, near 
Cape Mol a. ^ 

i'he shores of the island form a* great nunitber of small 
bays, or creeks^ i^diere a landing might he effected; hut to^ 
get into the interior of Minorca, ^here are many difficult 
ways and narrow passages, wliere the enemy would easily 
ST. SAUVEUK.] M 
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bo stopt by the troops orcnpying the heights. The h'r^5 
and most essential disposiuon for the defence^.of Minorca^ 
is toj)lace the troops in the mo..t favourahle situation u> 
move with expedition to those parts ol the island where the 
enemy might threaten a ]anf*ing. This situation is the 
center ot the islaiul. The troops miejit be placed on INloimt 
Toyo, at h^reiias^ Mer^adal and Alayor. Mount St. Agit- 
a post of iiiiportaiuv, and they vvonid be near 
enough to ^>^‘^‘vent it falling into the hands of the enemy, 
if they should .U *xeed in landing, and gaining ground on 
this side of the i3;Mnd. In the domse of tlm month of 
■May 180o, the T^Iinorciyus were called to arms, on an oe- 
casion which served l?) j)rovc the truth of this ohsei vatlon, 
and tlie neeessily of using telegraphs in the room of tin? 
defective sigaals no\v employed. Oi^e ruoniing a signal 
was made on the coast of the i-hmd, a short disiance froi.?^ 
Ciutadella, of a sejuadron being in the ofiing, the mu-* 
nuiuvres of wliich indiciftctl an allempt. I'he inlelligene« 
conveyed by an order sent iVom Ciutadella^ did not arris < 
till 6ve oV'loek in the eveiVing.^* All the garrison received 
orders go hold themselves in readiness to march. iVboui 
lour hundred' men of the regiment of Soria departed ti\ 
soon as {)ossihlc for (riutadtlla, where there was at that time 
only fiitv nieiv I'rom Mahon l(> rec'koned at least eigle. 
ion V leagues: before these troops (‘ould have possibly u:' ^ 
rived., there is no doubly but tlial^lhe enemy w(u.ild havf, 
had time to kiiui and possess themselves of posls^ from 
which it would (have been vevy iliflicult to dislodge then^ 
with troops fatigped by a long and painful marvh. 

With the execjjtion of three or lour hnndiecl men^ ot 
which number the garrison of ^Ciutadella consists fifty cn 
sixty at the Poi*t b'oi riels, ami some smuil (U lachm(?nis cd 
three or four men on diirerent pbiiUs of. the island, the 
whole of the united ibree of M inort'a are eenteretl at Ma- 
hon. the Ifavalle, and ftie batteries of the ])ort. : that is to 
say, at one ot the extremities of tiie island, d liere also arc 
,alf;the field artillery, with all the ammunition and j>ro\sioiis. 

JThc total force of tlie island, at tlie time of my depar- 
ture, con«;stcti 6f 3,\o6 foot ^ soliiierH of the lim , 
mngers, 600 cngineei s and miners, and <j0 horse soldiers, 
in ail 6,190 men. The daily service, including the garrisons 
ol Ciutadella and I^rnels, and the small detachments, em- 
ploys about 700 men ; ‘the remaining 4,:jD0, from which 
may yet be deducied 60(), besides those vvh^ are sick, pri- 
snners, and rocrrft^, make the w hole disposaLlc Ibiec of 
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toe country 4,090 men. The tr#ops are good and^well dis- 
ciplined, • 

Cavalry cannot be cm^)loyed to advantage in a country 
ivlierc there are n(>‘piains% 'tfhus the service of the horse 
f:olflicrs is rerluccd to carrying orders to the several posts of 
the island, and conv<'ying tl||r co^n'cspondenee udteri the 
conrirrs, coming froiii Aiajorca and the contwiejjjrt^r* 
oliliged to go into any other port that) 

However, they have' beou forced to retiirn’.^d' tills cavalry 
with horses by a reqnisi;,ion from those cf the islanders, as 
the horse s they liad wcie unht for servif^e*. 

The island is suflicienily providell with artillery for the 
ramparts and the field. Tlu*y have added a certain number 
of mules, as well lo convey the aminiuiilion as for the ser- 
vice of the artilleVy, m which they are alternately exercised. 
Minorca lias rcc^avccl from* Sjiain a large quantity of war- 
like stores, i'lie rnagaziaes are flemished with spare arm^ 
and to encamp the troops. I jjerceived, with regret, 

that they neglected to make tl^ein previously acquainted 
with the interior, and the different posts to be occupied 
cta.se the enemy sliould succeed in advancing into thc*isdand. 
Once only the governor ordVred out the garrison lo be re-- 
viewed ; I lie troops took tlie heights in the vicinity of the 
Lay of iV3es(juita ; they ;)laced themselves in cftxler of battle, 
and some platoon firing comprised the whole of their iiiu- 
nteuNcs. This exercise*, or parade, was peifonncd in the 
presence of the governor's wife and some other ladies. 1 
tfiought that 1 was ratlier a spectator of LcJine holiday 
cession tliifn of a military evolution. • 

The government of Minorca, and consequently the pre- 
servation of tliis iinportantdsland, is coniided to a briga- 
dier of Ills Majesty^ s furqes. Tl»e present commander joins 
to a high sense of lionour, virtues and social qualities, 
which cannot be too highly esleeinj|^. It is to be wishedthat 
this governor was invesictl with an authority which w^ould 
place him out of the power of interferences and ojqK)sitions 
from the different administrations, which hinder and oiteit 
destroy the force of Jiis operations.* ^ ^ 

There are four diiiereflt quarters to lodge the troops at 
Ciutadella : the first is built near the gate of Majorca, and 
3s bomb proof; it can contain three hundred foot soldiers : 
the second, on the parade can lodge an hundred and fifty 
men: the thiri^ small distance removed, holds an huii- 
died and twenty, t^iid the fourth, thirty cavalry. 

There is no hospital but that of the city, •tvhich cap re*- 
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as rtian}^ as two humV:^d sick. But at Ci^UdclIa^ mid 
»t Mahon there ar<^ houses Tarize enough, and the convents, 
tvluoh in time of need could* be ii;ado use of to lodge tiie 
troops,, and as liospitals and iiKgfazines. The English did 
Jiot fail to. make use of these Yesoiirces when the island of 
Minorca was the plac(^ of Rendezvous, and for taking in 
^ f r Q V i a i o n s for their squadrons in the Mediterranean. 

The^^lhfw^ion of the governor of Ciutadella is built at tlje 
foot of a hSfe^on wbicdi overlooks the town. It is large 
enough, but vei\vv,rreguhir. Tiie Ij^itcben and other fdiiee« 
aro level with tlur ground floor*. 'I he lirst story joins and 
on a level with tlie rcinparts, vvhicli form an agreeable 

f nomenade, from w lienee may 4>e seen part of t!u; island, a 
arge exieUt of sea, and the island of i\lajor(“U, about ten 
leagues distant. The inteiior of this Uous6 is ill eon!rive<l, 
ftnd at the time 1 saw it, wfis almost uitlioin funiiture. 
There is a garden belong;! ng to it on one side of the parade 
fcurrounded with high wai]> ; ibis garden has very iiuio 
care bestowed upon it, parti<*nlaily now the government of 
Ciutadella is given to an officer of sulmltern rank, who 
ciertairfly has not the tneaus of aflbrdiug the necessary ex- 
pence which a proper wltivathiu would require. There is 
also a chapel in this hotel, hut ft is not used. 

The princijVal church of Ciutadella, wliich is at the same 
time the cathedral ui' tite island, is Iniill in the oentm* of 
the city; it is large, and has a scjUitie tower, tcrtninaled by 
a spire of hewn sioiu'. At a distance this octagon st(Mqde 
has a pleasing <;‘dVct in the p<u*spectivo of Ciutadella. It is 
said that this eluiK-h was built near the time ibaf Alpboie^o, 
the king of Arragon made the conquest of the island, in the 
year i£87. Tht^e was a cathedral churcii in the year 4 id, 
pnder the emperor Ilonorius, whci} (.'iutiidclla (,at that time 
caMod Jamnon, from thi name of a (kirihagcnian general, 
vho wa^ said to be the^ounder) was the see of St. Severus, 
the bishop of Minorcar Idic present church was ))robably 
, h«ikon the foundation of the Hrst. It would bo dittieiiit 
|<vfisay precisely at wbat epotb : above the gate of the ves- 
tibule is the following iiiscription, dated J^Oo. 

ACL in I). CORSA. 

pREVERA. QU 1. FO. OFECl AL. 

BE. MANORCA. LO QUA.U 
RASSA! BE. SOA. BIDA, 
liPJ. T)1J JOLIOL. LAND; 

^mChX. DOC. BEO. CaIA. 



»EFLECTt9^^S t)K StTRIAL. ^ 

ThisepiUiph informs us;, that m\ officer e'mployeil at Mi- 
norca, whostf name was John, a native of Corsica, was ia- 
terred in this, church tht% 1 itl^of July ISGO* This monu- 
ment, in other respects liitllerincercsiinir, serves at least to 
mark ail epoch of the antiquity of the cathedral of CiiUa- 
della. On the south side of the cli^irt h are a considerable 
number of sculptures cut in the rock. There 
others olj^the same kind without the walls of the ^^5' • these 
memorials seem to me to belong lu the time Motirs; 

«,s the Christians have i'cu' a long time bcvO accustomed lo 
dc jMisit th(‘ir dead in the cliurchcs, bj" /which it appearst 
tiuitl the iiitideis iu;d tlie advaiilage (H' us in both reason aiiij 
prudence. Tlie Christian custom, which has often been tlie 
<‘ause of Ihlal effects, is continued here through the obsti- 
nate blindiu'ss of the»faitlifui. Hi'w then can we reproach 
those w!uj> have preceded ifs, when we ourselves in the 
r.incU'eni h camtury persist in tlie j'gactice of the same ab- 
siadjlie .> 't d'lie temple where liic islanders go to ofi'er up 
Uudr prayers and praises loathe .^Imiglity, is changed into 
jt I'iacc infected with cadaverous exhalalions. But tlm good^ 
JM niMcans arc persuaded, that their bodies being deposited 
ul :he foot of an altar, assures, or at least faidlitatcs, the 
c'mraiU'C ol’ their souls into the abodes of the blessed. The 
ki'i drdk and friends, who come to v^a'^'r with fheir tears the 
sUnu's wbicli cover these graves, carry away but loo often 
i!u' seeds of a disienipi.’P, vvliich soon liaslens them to the 
same sepuiclirc. How many examples of sudden death may 
he imputed to the ojH'uing of these pestilential re[)Osii()riiis 
oi' flic cicatf. The evidence of experience lia- am y(‘L pre- 
v.'iiied over ridiculous custom and mistaken credtiSity. Has 
liK poc»r man, to^whom fmtune has tlenind dc. means of 
de|vcr'>i(ing remains it^ the sanctuary, less rigid to hope 
for tiie mcvcv of his God, than the ricdi one covered with a 
unathle monument, wliicli merely^ traTis, mils to posterity 
his iuiuie and liie date of his departure from this lifef Will 
the gieat man, who, under gilded roofs, has passed his days, 
spun out by the hand of pleasure, days which has pro- 
duced only to lus fellovv-crcatures tltc s\vcaL^of4lieJiiro\v and 
unavniiiug tears, will he*apjfear before his judge with more 
confidence titan the unfortunate being who has eaten the 
bread of biUcrncjife in the humble hut which served to shel- 
ter him from the seasons ? Forgive me reflections so fo- 
reign to iuy sujj^jcct, and which would come better from 
other pens. Fxpoj^ence has, howeVer, dictated regulations 
tvhicja prohibit interment in the churches; but what laws 
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will nott fanaticism and elude; 1 have witnessed a 

striking instance of this truth. In ,i convent at Mahon, the 
moilks sell to the vanity as v.cli af to the devotion of some 
persons, the vaults app; o|>ria^>rl <^*0 themselves in the cloi- 
fjterSf Tiiese friars have tous eluded a wliolcsome law, by 
a speculation as revolting to decency as to propriety ; and 
to heap carcase on carcase in their church. 
'J’he cavised tiieir dead to buried vvithoul the 

walls ol til •'uiNii ties, and in the fields; ihcy even burnt the 
bodies and preserved only the asli^rs. It is n(>t among tlie 
ruins of the tempFey tiuit tlic sepulchres arc still to be* set-n : 
these tombs, erected bf the hand ofi'icty aiul of gratitude, 
wlicreon are read the funereal Inscriptions, \vhi(!h bring to 
our recollection the heroes of antirpiity, and tliose great 
men who carried to the tomb the R\grcV of their fellow 
citizens ; but these were pag^^^s/’ is all the answer that is 
. to be got fVcHii these iiu^nks and fanatics. 

The Augustins have a convent near to the port of iVIaIif>n; 

' the edifice is grapd, and the cjiurch is ornamented willi a 
,clome; for life rest, there is nothing remarkable. Idiesc 
monks maintain sometimes public disputations, the subject 
generally as absurd as the jargon is barbarous; for example. 
Did matter exist before fortii, or form before mattei.’* 
This is one (5'f ilui i mportant questions they most gravely 
discuss, and thchr conclusions are just as wise, Vua 
kith) non €i$t vcni, ergo cst J'aha; what inibcrable logic iii 
ihis r ^ . 

Beyond the port of IMahon is anotlicr rnonnstcry, of the 
order of Saint Anthony. These monks aie fich ; their 
church is small, but liandsomcly ornamented. I'iic garden 
i> the greatest ccn iosiiy, as it •is cuhivalcd in the quarry 
which supplied the stones with wlych the convent is built. 

The Franciscans have also a monastery in the interior of 
the town, Hear the parade. The building is large, but irre- 
gular. TJiese monks occupy themselves in the service of 
public ; they have an apothecary's shop, wliere they 
to the people those drugs of which they stand in ueed, 
and a- scljiooVfo't tfw? ins^riK tion of chijdren. ' 

At Oiutadelhi is a convent of nuTi^^ of St. Claire, who pass 
btlie tedious hours in weeping for ihcir sins; probably the 
tin of quitting the«.v;orld, is tliat which *>s most seriously 
repented by many of these virgins. 

The city of Cintadella contains about <,seveii hundred 
houses; some bf them are very liaudsoq;^.?, hut in general 
ihje streets are* narrow, crooked, and badly paved. There 



piazzas on each side of tlie m;yicipal street, whi^h, with 
the cloisters the convAls, sfrye for promenades when 
wither will not pernliL \v Jkini^ out of the city. The 
district of Ciutadella may tyout ejevea, miles in length,, 
and five or six in breadth. It contains nearly a hundred and' 
forty farms, and the total population! does not exceed eight 
yhousiind persons. In Cintadella is the residency) 
bishop of Minorca, and the houses of most of tlie^fiobility 
of the country, which are ’the only remains former 

pre-ejninencc. ^ 

In llie environs, to the norili of Ciutatella are some well 
cultivated gardens, which produce im abundaucc all sorts 
of fruit and vegetables. • ^ 

111 tlie vicinity of Ciutadella is a very curious grotto, 
which is generall)» vis’^ted by truveliers. ih.)mare mentions 
it ill bis jC)iciioiuiry of Natural Hisiory. it is situated t\yo 
miles to the sfJiuh of the city, grotto is ludlowed by 

nature in the rock ; the entrance is narrow and dilHeuh, but 
it wudens at once as you deseend, and by the light of liain- 
beaux may be discovered otRei smaller grottos*', w hich all 
coiiuiumieate with the large oile. There distils froi?i the 
roof of these grottos a water, ’wlifch is so impregnated with 
vitrifying matter, that it foi*ms an infinite numher of stalac- 
tites of rhe colour of brown sugar-candy, not fejy transpa- 
rent. These petiifactions have a thousand ilitiercnt forms- 
ddicre are some not thicter than the quill of a pen, while ^ 
others arc of considerable size. The whole iorins a number 
of columns which seem lo su|jpon the vaulted roof of the 
grt>Uo. C.)n 4 * may i^b^erve the grudaiion^and progress of 
these petriliealious ; in many places arc : cen lilde capitals 
w’liicli descend from the roof, if to Join ih^se^bases which 
rise from the grou^id underneath, as the water peiriiies 
whicli falls from the root* in other places ; the spaces be- 
tween the capitals and the are iiiled by the sihafts of 

the columns; some of whleli are regular enough, others 
very imperfect, and seem to be of ilie g'otljic order : in short, 
the whole lorms an enormous luass of large and small pil- 
lars, adhering one to the otlier. Tli^i floor of tUc cavern 
covered with petrified of eonpidei‘iiI)lc t lock ness ; 

this curious grotto is called 1 m Cova Fcnlia/' 

There is a neigh/)oui ing cavern coniairyng a kind o fillip 
of salt water, w hl^cli makes it probajale, iliiit it lias some 
communication Wth the sea. 

On the way icf caverns, there is found, on the sea^' 
shore, among tlie^nd, a great quantity of small pieces of 
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ted coral. The fisbe^^ugen frequenly dra\^ 'tip with 
tbeir nets whole branches pf wl^te coral, hi»t hardly ever 
aiu red. The fraginev^ts wpicb found on the shjpte are 
probably brought tliill-^er by s’'be^i'aves, at those tiines l^hett 
the sea is rough and tl e wind westerly. 

The HippocamjDus, < which the natives call the sea-horso, 
.k^ v£T v ^'omiwonly found here. The Stella ynaruia arho'- 
also often founds but rituch damaged by beating 
against the\-sji^ck;s. 

The land in this part is barrep and without any of the 
usual productions oof cultivaLioUj but it abounds in iossiU 
and shells* 


CllAl^ VUI/ 


CLIMATE, QUALITIES, A N D TROOT’ ctlONS oF THE LANDS 
ANJ> COASTS UF TUE ISLAND OF MlNOEOA. 


JL HE climate of the island of Minorca is not so mild apd 
teuiperate asuhat of the neighbouring islands. Situated at 
the mouth of the giilph of Leon, Minorca is not like Ma- 
jorca sheltered by th.c height of tl^ mountains ; this island 
cohse<]uently ex[)cricnces all the severity of the north winds, 
which frequently Idow^ with gteat violence. On the northern 
shores of the isUiid the power of these winds cmay be ob- 
served, the shores arc broken and uneven in uil that part of 
ihe isle. The trees and plants do not thrive, and all bend 
qr incline towards the south. In rite wialer, although snow 
or ice is rarely seen, yet the cold is nevei ihelcss severe, so 
that It is necessary to have lire in the apartments, and to be 
warmly clothed. The autumn is the rainy season, in which 
are always successive and abundant .rains. During the 
^ribg the air is always pure and temperate, but the heals of 
Summer arejnsupportayiv sultry. 

The l^fiid or^oil of iiinorca is of several kinds, that of 
the mountaius and Inils is blackish, fine, light, and very 
though bu^lhiniy spread on the .^;^irface of the roede, 
Ic is mixed with a^greai quanlitv of sand, which makes the 
labour easier to tlte cultivator. The soil opr^the plains is not 
so fertile as tljt^tjj^tbc mountains, it is cef^^L'and clayey, and 
not good pasture or agriculltS/y. Nevertheless it 
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produces. ft quanliiy pfL ^?iffi^irent^rts of h€>?bagey which 
would ho vi^ry ^od fpcsd fcl Qnulm^tf they were not ifeixcd 
with other sorts which arJacidl andYwhich they will u<*t 
fLu^ Au^ug tlw“e pljiWft S^frelrc sSme which might in- 
terest the cnriosjty »nd researc^jfes of I hotftnist. The 
\es are icrtiliaod by the quantity of e*|rth wlucb is washed 
mmi the^sunoanding mountainb by the rains, but these are, 
impoverished in the same proportion. On some oC,.’,fese 
mounfaitis they have raised bahks or little wa^ls of dry 
fctones to support the land|, leaving a free course for the 
water. This method preserves their fertiluy. In the in- 
terior of the island, on digging into^the rock, iheeaith 
is found mixed wnih a great (yiantity of flints and stoncs« 
The islanders make use of them to build Jittlc walls which 
form an infinite number of enclosures witli which the 
island is iutcrsecled in every diseciion. " 

In the districts ol Ala.\ur and Fererius there are some 
small woods qf pinc^ aiul green oaks, *but they arc stunted 
ill growth and do not stand \ery thick. 

I'lie olives, oipaugrs, lemons,* an4*pomegratiate$ auccced 
very well, and the ^pulture of rcquiies but little oal’o 
or labour- " 

Tacre is also found in the Aland a kiud of clay of a grey 
colour, which on heitig baked, o(r rather burnt, b**com''5 of 
a light brown; the iahahitaufs make crockery of it, such as 
cups, jugs, and tiles. In j^me places thcie is a kin 1 of 
clay which is blue aftd ycUo'w^ of which the Miutet cans 
make no use. • • 

The kind of plaistcr called guy'^cb, which*! have aheady 
anentioned, is common in many places in the ; but 

the Minorcans prefer that whiv;h is brought Miyoioa- 
The plaisier, which tlT^y distinguish by the nftipe ol^pereiie, 
is whiter and more brUtie aifd sBiaing : they nsfe it to claiify 
their wines. , 

Hock crystal ia rare at Minorca ; but in the district of 
Alayor they very commonly find that sort of Muscovy 
glass, which encrusts the plants and vcgcUiblea. 

Xo the district of Alayor there is a pqnd of stagqaflt water 
nearly a mile in length ; it*is about three hifndred^ paces 
from the aea. The space between forms a sandy bc^ch, 
which is sometimes yntirely covered with the waves* Near 
the shore ia a sroel^minence, where ipost of the plants ore 
encrusted with a saldy substance of some tbiektiess, the out- 
yide of which is gle^jb and brittle, and Ae internal part 
white, and as hard asa&int* The gr^ad ift itrdired with ^ 
♦T. SAUYEVa.] • X 
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quantity of these encr9;|l^tions« the plants which they en- 
crusted having been sep.tatedi or havitiR cperished or dis- 
solved by time* 

In diggn% the ea'cth tAr s^ne tsie ivunorcans mscove" 
veins as bard as flVat, wttich they are obliged to blow u|. 
with gunpowder, Tkhe strata of this hard stotve arc gene- 
jlg^y p. foot in thirkuess, and the dei^iyer they dig the hafder 
itW^mes, and is less mixed with shells and other sub- 
atanceSj. wjiich are on the surface. As the stone porous 
^aifwl easily penetrated by the wfijter, they expose it to the air 
some time bcfoii? they make use of it. 

Lime Slone is common at Minorca ; it is of a light grey 
colour, very hard and shimng; where it has been i*ecently 
brolcen* it contains many ochinites and other remains ol 
the deluge, particularly m the upper stwita. It is generally 
found in detached pieces dispersed in the fields, and when 
these fragments are^ neither too many nor too large, far 
from injuring the vegetation of the corn, it assists it by the 
heat which it imparts. 

There is a quantity*of slate at Minot^j^, particularly on 
tlm side of Ckpe Mola, which would facilitate the con- 
veyance of it, if Uie Minorcans did not prefer the use of 
tiles. J’his slate smooth, shining, and of a bluish colour, 
with veiiils of white. It has a number of perpendicular 
ii'tbuies, which divide it into masses of a convenient size foi 
Use. r 

Marble of diiferent qiisilkies is found at Minorca $ but 
the islandert» take no account of it. 

'There is nt^ther fire-stone nor chalk in the island ; the 
Minorcans have the first from other countries, and instead 
of the last t{iey adopt the marking stone from Naples, which 
tay lors use, but bricklayers and carl>euters make use of a 
black or red stone to mark theSa work. 

In most places of the island bon ore is found on the sur- 
face of the earth, in pieces of six or eight inches diameter. 
The Minorcans make not the least use of it, whether be- 
cause it is not fit to make iion alone, or that they are igno- 
wh^l use to in(^ke of it, or wliethei the want of wood 
thAn to give up this iranch ql* industry. 

. > ure also lead mines at Minorca; but woihirtg them 

to defray the ivcessary expeuces. 

{^k'eheiiaM^ftg^n found in the eavtb, and even 

naiVe of glo$sopetras to 
some ieCilkMmrgit as sha{l(,v*7"^hey are epmmMlyi 

jkf^und i rn " 



It is ttoi rare to find sprne of ^^stones called toa^stoneil. 
Tlie islanders ralue tlielsi imucJatid set them in rings and 
buttons. * V I \ ^ 

There are also intdiy l^Aslof fosbils and^petvifactions. 
The island of Minorca produces .vafety of vegetabies''tot 
the table, and abundance <d ph\sicai herbs and plants, 
'•^^^heat and barley are the only sorts of grain whic|v„"' 
sown in the island, but the produce is not sufficient *for the 
consumption of the inhabitants; they have a small quan- 
tity of Tiukish corn, whiqjb is cultivated in the environs of 
the iaims. The harvest generull} begin*! hi the middle of 
June. Whoa the corn is nponing, thcfc fields are watched by 
young bo}s and girls, who by hallooing, or by the noise 
they make by beating their hand with slit reeds, endeavour 
to frighten away t4ie small birds, and prevent them eating 
the com. This was a cust»)m the time of the Romans: 
Vir^il, in Ins fiist book of the Georgia's, makes \tiSL precept: 

soniitf terrilm aves. The general produce is six for one, 
or ivL most, nine for one, tihich is^icckoned an abundant 
harvest. Tliey irpivd out tlie \:orn in places prepared for 
that purpose, with^horses oi mules two or four abreast.* It 
is then niiinovvecl : they caielinl\v gather up tiie straw; cut 
it very smally and mix il witl! a lutle barley ; tins serves as 
food for hoiscs, mules, and asses. * 

To manure the land they use the dung and litter of the 
cattle, mixed w ith the sweepings of the houses. 

The produce ot wiUe, both*^d and white, is ipore than 
sufticieni for (he consumption of the inhabii.irfts ; it is of n 
very good quality. have diuuk of five or* six years old, 
some which equalled best Hurgundy wines: heUce they 
cultivate the vine with peculiar.care. • 

The olive tree flourtthes in every part of the island, and 
the husbandman leaves it almost entirely to the caie of na- 
ture, 1'he islanders obtain but little oil fiom their olives, 
they pretend that they are dried up by the north winds; 
tliey preserve them for use, but the preparation is so defec- 
tive that a sti'angcr can never eat them with any pleasure. 

The Minorcans havg plenty of several sqils*of^fruit; 
oranges, lemons, and pomegmnutesarrive to great perfection, 
and some sorts of apples, w Inch are very good ; they have ex- 
cellent pears both ui^uiruner and winter, ^be island also 
produces fig-tices, t/e fimt is very good. The red mulbeny- 
trec IS the only one^ hich vs cultivated, but the white would 
thrive equally welk ^JY^dnuts and chesnuts are very scarce. 
There are some paiii-trees, but they are only* in use ‘a^ 
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the nexffiv jCddWss i6 <4egrt^ of 

yi^bey have roots a/d ve ;etab|/es in abttndande Of everv 
kmd, the betuis, pefhs, oi\ioryft kiiffbey beens, and cauli- 
flowers, are ekcel!en[^; the Woccoli is also very good, as are 
*the endive, pompiofis^ and tomatoes. The spihacb, car- 
pai’bnips have but little flavour, the turnips *are 
haid Ifnd stringy, and are but seldom used, the lettuces are 
titsteless, they geii'^ially mix them with cres^>ek. The dan- 
delion is veiy common in the s{v*}ng, but it has an unplea- 
sant bitterness*. < The Minorcans use an amazing quantity 
of pepper. ® 

The water melons, which tire in season at tlu en 1 of June, 
when the heat is most powerful, are succulent and very le- 
freshing; and whatevei quantity is^eart^n, they very seldom 
occasion any disagreeable sfensation or illness : at every turn 
you meet children svehiug a slice of melon ; these melons 
last till the middle of October. 

The leeks of Minouvi aic mlicb esteemed, and tbeie is an 
abundance of thyme, hyssop, marjoram, sage, paisley, sa- 
youry, maiygold, mint, beet, and sorrel ; this last is not 
much in use among th6 Minorcans. Their cuciuiibeis aie 
laigei and better tban**our8. They have only wild aspara- 
gus, uliich has a disagreeable taste. The rosemary and 
•wormwood glows naturally among the rocks, there are 
also quantities of sea fennel and other medicinal herbs. 

Almost all the old wallsMre covered with caper tiees, and 
capers seasoned with vinegar and salt, are much used in the 
kitchens of thV Miiioicans. » 

It is in vain to expect or look for any taste or regularity 
in the gardens, utility alot>e is attended to, and no part i® 
devoted to pleasuie or beauty., 

The honey of Minorca is in great esteem, but the quan- 
tity is not sufficient to make it an article of commerce, the 
inhabitants preserve the surplus of their own consumption, 
to solid as presents to their distant friends. 

The island supports flear sixteen hundred beasts of bur- 
den,, hon^es^ muic8,^nd asses. 

^le number of horned cattfe about six or seven thoa- 

T^e flocks ijf sheep, goats, &c. amMinl to forty or forty- 
five thoUsandi, ’besides ten thousand sw^ne. 

The of horye^r is not grcat^^ind the inhabitents 

e^iVottr to ihcriease then^tSas" their fetid is biore 



e^penmvt, aad their service lesbian that of <;h^|aw]esaJjd 
asses^ which ere for this il'asonjpreferred# ^ 
llie mules are i^trong ajbd will feed ou any thlh^fhey find 
in their way, and may be%ppt/n goM condition with Veiy’ 
iitlle cure. .These animals ardf very ‘fcre footed, and |>oss^ 
surpriyting sagacity. One may see i|iem sometimes with a 
lltler on their backs, gallop up a steep monntuin^ 
along the edge of a precipice. Tlicy are mostly veYy 
cious; and often chuse the worst roads, and scrub the wafl^ 
as they go with the legs jf the rider; whom, if by chancef, 
he let loose the bridle or turnips, theji make every effort 
to throw from iheijr backs. Tliese .^mnals will soinetimes 
live forty years. • 

The asses are also very strong, anti serve equally well tw 
ride as to cairy loads. It is not unusual to meet parties of 
men and women riding on ah«es, harnessed with great neat- 
ness, I had almost saicl splendour. 

The oxen and cows aie small and lean', which is occa- 
sioned by the want of pasturage, and the custom of leaving 
them continually in the fields*ex posed to the weather. Cows* 
milk is scarce and almost all used for cheese, which is^ 
very good. Some few individuals make u small quantity 
of butter, but it is euih^lylor their own use. 

The sheep and goats are likewise small and k*an, the goats’ 
mi^k IS in general u^e^ The mutton is not very good. 

The swine aic very large and very I’at, they are kept, 
during the autumn, in the ill^,oods, where th^ feed on the 
acorns, afterwaids they are *coft fined andffed on barley. 
Poik is in she '•'ume esteem with the Minorcans as with the 
Majorcans. 

Tiiere are no beasts of prey m Minorca. ^ 

Hares ttie very •Scarce, but there are gre«^t pknty 6f 
rabbits. There are a gr^at number of hedgehogs, wnidi 
the Spaniards eat ‘without any dislike. I have also ^^een 
^iQine land toitoises. 

The lizards are in s'jyarms; when the weather is fine the 
walls are covered with thdm,’aiKl they often make their way 
into the apartments, ^ ^ ^ , 

The adder and rip*er aire the cjtnfy^wd orserpellts which 
are found in the island, bnt tbefe arapjfeorpions whose sting 
Is daugenius ; they are gcnerdUly 'foliml in the wood piles. 
The ceatipedt^ appear the m^omept tjie candles are light- 
-and ijijike tteir retreat at'ti|)e’br^«fc of day ; it is said 
'their sstiifg is v€n>^niphs like the«tii^{j'ions. The Minorcans 
'iiwiiyii keep in 'iiij‘ 'ficni9e Viais vf oil, ’in 'Hjliicb soiiie of 
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these creatures are infused, they believe this oil to be a 
specifie* ' P 

,Thfrc arl juany sorfe of [-pideL;, whose bite is said to be 
Tenomous* ^ 

Among the birds tlf?re is\no‘^ particularity. There are a 
few eagles who hiji1d|;tlieir nests in the most inuccessihle 
places in the moiuilains. 'There are also sohjc falcons vevtd 
a g'ii?a tin umber of owls. The swallows and martins are nu- 
iviemus lu summer. Red partridges are plenty, they are 
excellent till after the harvest, but at that time they begin, 
to eat the wild; i^arJic, and the 'berry of the mastic tree, 
which gives them a clisagreeable flavour. The quails are 
very fat in the hunting seas(,>n. Tlie ihnisli is uxcellenl. 
The blac kbird, starling,, lark, and particularly tire sparrow, 
are very can.irnon, , 

The wild pigeons make nests in the hollow places 
of the rocks, the young ones arc only t'aten ; there are also 
a !iumbev of black Und white ring-doves. Woodcocks, 
snipeiji, \vild ducks, and teal, are very plenty through the 
whole of the winter. 

^ Tl>e coasta of Minorca abound with fish of different cjua- 
Bties. The markets are well supplied the year roiiiul. Fish 
is one bf tliC chief articles of the food of the Miiiorcaic,, 
who in gi;ne,ral cat but little butehciV meat. 

The goJjd fish is excellent, and very common. 

During the summer the coasts swarm with anchovies; 
this abundance of a kind of fish, which in other places pro- 
duce an amazb^g profit, might become a great tirti(‘ie ot ex- 
portation, it the Minorcans knew, or were w'illjng to learn, 
the simple art of sailing them ; but they content themselves 
with eating these fish fresh. ^ Plaice, soals, barbel, floun- 
ders, and turbot, are not iii such pkmty ; but lampreys, 
congers, and eels abound, and are excellent. 

in summer, there are a considerable number of sardinjas, 
which the islanders eat fresh ; they are unacquainted with 
the method of salting them. 

. The ponds contain exc^^jlent mullet of an extraordinary 
size; the Minorcans salt the spawn of the female*, and af.^ 
terwardf. dfy tliem; this preparation, which they, call 6o^ 
iar^o, they eat to cre|^te an appetite. The rock-itsh, w hich 
is idund among the 'rocks on the coast,\particiil'irly at tlte 
Port of Mahon, -has a delicate fiaVour : ^his fish is seldom 
above six or eight inches in length, the b^dy is striped with 
blue, red, and green, in beautiful sUadj^^^. The cuttle-fish 
abounds on the shores of Minorca j tK- bones are use4 



l>lTHiesiAN ISLES. 


lOS 

the goldsmiths and a{>otiii?carie|^he black itaffordh*, which 
may be easily* diluted iniwatcl uui>ht be used instead^of 
bistre, and even in the pi\u*e ef Chi\ia ink. 

Among the shellfish, nse .^eray-f^jh is distingushed ,for 
its size and flavour; shrimps and c{ahs are rather scar^. 
The fish called Bernard the liermit, ik one of tli ^se which i|^ 
most esteemed. 'Fhe sea hedge-hog is the kind of sheii- 
fish most frequently found; it abounds on the rocks, 
and the Minorcaris eat it in astonishing quantities. Of 
small shells, the most csuin on arc muscles, cockles, the' 
Conchtc veneris, and the Ncrita, a species of oyster. The 
Haiilulus is oflea found, hut its shcll^is so fine that it ofteu 
breaks at the touch. The Pmua magna is not scarce: it 
lias within its shell the same brilliancy os mother of pearly 
but it is on the outsidb rongb^ and covered with prickles. 
The Pinna parva is also found here, the surface of which 
is very shining. 1 have already mentioned the star-fish and 
oysters. 


CHAP. IX. 


siTLATlQN, LIXTENT, COAST, AND ANCHORAGE OF THE 
rniil^USIAN ISLLS. 

TP HE isle of Ivica is the rnest consiclerahl^fof the Pithi- 
uses, and is till most parts higi;^ fall of niofaitains and hil- 
locks of a pleasing api>earauce, iiuersperscd with beautiful 
and fertile vallies. ’ • • 

The princii>ai };(>rrs arc those of Tvica to tlie S E. of the 
island, and Pono Magno, or Saint Anthony, to the N. W. 

There are innumerable stnall bays, roa(l>u*ads, and lesser 
isles on the coasts of the Pithiascs; a description of wliich 
would be of but little iatere.'^t to the general reader, or in- 
deed to any but those wiio might desire to have a know-, 
ledge of the [)iloiage. , • • • ^ 

The isle of I'ormentcra i«; slxiated to the south of that of 
Ivica, from which it separated by a strait of two miles 
and a half in widtl/ "I’tns ishmd is not c^f any elevation ; 
it is nearly cght /niles ia length fiqm east to west, and 
about as niauv iufwidili from north to south. It is in lati-. 

4(y sb 'fuSijin lotigilude 7" €5' 27" eiiHj t'lom thij^ 

Iloyal Observatory Cadiz. 
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TJbq remarkable capes points of Fonnentem are Es- 
pahrjader, Priina, and La jiLola, L luoh form ‘^the e^st coast 
of the island, and the/poin|^s A^uila, Gavina, atui Cape 
Bertjen'^ ; 

lytca is the largest |ind bbst pcopied of the Pithiusian 
jsles^ and was called bj- the aiu-ients Lbnsus. It runs N. E* 
^ni'd’^S. * being in the form of a pentagon ; . its greattf^ 

oxtent is seven leagues, by three and a half in width ; Ivic.t 
i$ to the nortli of Fornientera two long miles. The latiinde 
of ivica is ,‘3B^ 53' iCf north, and/i7® SS' east, from the 
,lloyal O’^ser valor { at Cadiz. 

This island is clividcM into five parts, wliich the inhabi- 
tants call quartons, that is to say La Plaine de la ViMe, 
Saint Kidalio, Lalanzal, Ponwanj^ and the Salines^ or salt- 
pits. , • ‘ 

JLa Plaine de la Ville is liie principal quarter, and lia.^ 
Ivica for it$ capital, w,hich is at the same time the see of a 
bishop. The other quartons surround this, the territorv of 
which occupies a league aqd a half; Ivica is situated to 
the south, under the cannon ol’ a small fortress, built on a 
lujl, of the time of Charles the Fifth, and repaireii in the 
reigti of Ferdinand the, Sixth. ^ fortress is of little im- 
portance; the works of v;14cl/it is composed are nothing 
iBore than some bastions ^and covert w'ays, without any 
moat. 'Fhe interior contains about two hmulred houses, in- 
habited by nearly nine hundred ' islanders ; the cathedral, 
six churches, a convent, and barracks for two battalions. At 
the sallyport (d‘ the h)riress to the east^ is the suburb, or the 
aravalle, of about four luiiuired and ivventy houses, and 
from seventeen to eighteen hundred inliabitants. 

The most ersteeme d uf the ancient aiitliors are divided in 
, their opinions as to tlie foundaiipn of ivica,* some of them 
attribute it to the Phoenicians, but the greater part of them 
to the Carthagenians, and place that epoch about one hun- 
dred and seventy years after the foundation of Carthage. 
The sterility of the soil obtained it the name of Ebusus, 
which, in ilic panic tong’uc, signifies unfruilfuK 

The PcW'i <,d‘ Ivica k; the principal one of the island ; it is 
large, commodious, and shdtefed on every side. The 
|$l?ind of Fonnentera, whiclt is close tc it, defends it against 
the south-ucst a«id southern winds. Tlr? island Plane, near 
the coast,, protects ic^froin llie east and N)iUh-east, and the 
heights o|:it,h;0:hills v\hich surround it, shelter it from every 
other. 

^ Tfiev^ocfhdmgc ha? good holding jund, but it is iieces- 



S'lry to clear the bottom, which fills np irisenslblj, and 
much hurt the quaiilities ballast thrown ffoin the 
vessels that come to takclsalt, '[This abuse will in time jle- 
stroy the anchorage at ^/FlitAbottom is sandy, and, 

with the greatest ease, liie poi^b mig^it be made one of the 
best in the Mediterranean. 

.^Besides the capital, this qiiarlon contains about two hun- 
dred habitations, forming diflerent small hamlets, of vrhief? 
the population may be nine hundred souls. Ivica iurnislies 
fur its defence a company of men, commanded by a 
captain. • 

Tlie road of Ivica is delitthtfiilly pleasAit, and is bordered 
on each side with vineyards i]nd gar(?ens. 

^riie coafts of this quarton begins aL Cape And reus, and 
terminates with th^e Bay Qnifeu. 

'I'iu* district of Saint Jbulal^ comprises Ivica and Ealan- 
?at, and is four leagues in extent. 'J'he number of houses 
7S at'^'^'least seven hundred, separatefl one from the other, 
and tu)t forming a town or village. Tliere are two churches. 
Tile population amounts to iw?aiiy four thousand souls, and 
the militia consists of seven hundred men,' com man i^d hym 
dide re fit captains. 

The territory of Balanj^atds nearly three leagues in extent, 
and joins Poriiianie, Saint Bulaiie, and Ivica., 'J’here is a 
church. The number of the inhabitants may be ‘2,u00, 
occupying 400 houses; the military t'oree of iSalaiizat con- 
sists of a company of 300 men. The space beiwetMi the 
]>ort of Balanzat and Ping de-JSonu joins Uie side of this 
cuarton. , • ^ , 

The district of Pormanie joins that of Balanzaf, the Sahine.s 
and Ivica; its tcirilory is about lour leagues in e.xtent ; it 
is chiefiV inuuntainwis, but incloses a most fertile plain ; it 
has lour luuidred and fftty habitations, containing tvvg 
thousand one hundred islanders, tlirce hundred and lihy, 
of whom are enrolled for the defence of the country. 

The quarton des Salines, which owes its ir.nne to the 
quantity of salt it produces, con^prises Purmanie and ivica. 
Its territory is only two leagues in extent ; its pupulat’On 
amounts to about nine hyndi-ed souls, and nhe ii^.mber ot 
the habitations are two hundred. A company of two hun- 
dred men is* kept its defence.. the south of the Sa- 
lines tliere is a liivhdsome plain, where Uit? paris-ii church is 
situated. / 

A strait of f \Vf>Vt-iiIes separates thf island of Fornicnlera 
from that of Ivica.. The ancients distinguished it by the 
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rame of Pithiuses Minor. The neTine of Formentera, whidi 
it bears fit prcvscnt, seems clef ived from |:.he consider* 

,ab]<i quantity of corn -wliife is|prodiicet} on this little 
island. It runs east ar^l \revt ; ^ greatest length is three 
leagues, but in widtli i( is vc]>’ irregular, varying from two 
leagues to one, and beriug not more than three giiu-shoU 
,^(ie in the narrowest part- its population amounts ff> 
twelve hundred islandets, whose habitations are scattered 
over the face of the country. 

The arjon^nnous author of a manuscript, in the year 
-jfviO, on the Hiritcjry of the Pitliiflsian Isles, in speaking of 
the Port Sali, observe^, that that spot would he very pro- 
per whereon to build a city there is stone and wood at 
hand. It should seem, in judging by the ruins wliich ore 
still to b? sce.n, and by tlie innnber w( Us, that tliere was 
Ti town in eNivSterice in the time of the Roinaiis. '.fhe same, 
author observing, that at low water the strait could b* 
passed over on loot, 1.^ of oparfnm thrit it ctiuid he easy to 
rc'unite these two islands ley lilling up this passages. 'J’ho 
considcruhle depth of witter fi\ iiic strait would, ho'vever, 
‘ahvavs present numerous diffiiciiliiewS to the undertaiv ing. 
which, if surmounted, would h.avc* no other eircct than to> 
shut up, without any benefit, one of the' pas.-cs of the Foil 
ofivica, • * 

The climate of du- Pitliiuses i? soft and salubrious during 
tlie summer; the breeze iioin tlic «.eu tempers the heat, and 
the cold in A’i inter is ui(-clcratc. As a ju'oof of the excel- 
lence of the cUhriate of lhc5?c' ishinils, they adduce the cir- 
cumst'incc of llvir not having any venomous^ animals : it 
lias iu'cn remarked, that those even which have been brought 
thiilicr have lived ])ut a siiort^time. It appears to me, that 
this property may lie muio justly aitribnted to the (juality 
of the eartlj, of which were made the celebrated vases of 
the ancient inhabitants of the Pithiusets. This opinion is 
strengthened by observing, il>at on the coast of Valence, 
that i?y to say in tlie same » innate, anotlnar island is filled 
with ser[>ents and venoinoiss animals; from which the an- 
cients named it Ophinsa, and the moderns still denominate 
it Muntfalobr:;^'. * 

Th(^ land is in general mountainous and woodv; it is 
capable of any cullivation, but particnlrh'lv for olives. The 
shelvingi'of tlie Tiil's jucscrit*ji an aspeetVhe most favour- 
able of^Wy for Uiv vine. • 

These islands prodnco)a quantity of c^nv, v/mc, and oils, 
consid^jr: bly more tha.n’ serves for tin-^e ouau:;,;' Uiv ih.t 
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island. The harvest of these a»^clo3 could be easily made 
more abiiiidaht : the aiiiiitionf)!* the islanders, who are of 
an indolent habit, and }|)sscs;jiii;r %!ittle knowledge ofMie 
art of cultivation, is salis&ed :vitii a produce, the result of 
the natural richness of tlic •soil, vith as little labour as 
possible. 

The Hoebs of the larger and smaller kinds of r ottle Vsm 
sufficiently numerous f(»r the ctMistunption of the ih>andor.s, 
but the uumL'cr cmd. (petlity oi the huiscs, niule^, and other 
beasts of burdet), does i^ot answer to the ahuiKiAinee and 
c X e ell e } 1 ee o f t i [ > : t s I ii r a g<? . 

(./Mine Is very plenliiiii in the •Pirhiu^iari isles; and 
thcK' IS fe;)i\d, al)out a pond in tiie island oi’ b'onnentera, 
a kind of pheasant, rciiiarkublc lor the beauty and variety 
of its plum agio • • 

'idle coasts abound with lifh^ of a fine and delicate fla- 
vour. * ^ 

"i'lie islanders are supplied with a great quantity of fruiti 
and vegetables from fht'ir gaj Jen^ ; among the first ibe al- 
iiuuids and figs are admired for their quality, and among 
the sceond, tlie water melons are much in esteem. • 

Idu? produce of flax and bemp is sufficient for the con* 
sunqition of the island. 

Salt is the principal article of wealth to the*Pithiusians : 
it is c’ollceled in tlie niomh of August, and yields, in com- 
mon years, iroin CO to ,000 modi ncs, of fifteen pounds 
the modine, winch make the amount of one hundred and 
seventy-fivc^thousand pounds. The salt is ct>nveyt‘d on the 
backs of mifle^’, to three different points of tlie coast, whi- 
ther the inerchaiit vessels come to freight with that com- 
modity. • • 

The inhabitants of the Pithiuses are in general of middle 
size, and active; their complexion is swanhy; tliey have a 
great deal of mildness in their cliaraeter ; are good seamen, 
and occupy tliemselves priiicipially in iiavigaiioii. Theie 
ni-jy sometimes be counted in the port of ivica as many as 
sixty xebecks of different burthehs. 

The islanders have. the reputatioTi of be^g»brjive, and 
have more than once cvint*ed*their valour against the Par- 
bary corsairs. Their language and costume is, with very 
little variation, the same as with the Balejyians. 

\A iili the inea is of competence [presented by the excel- 
lency of the soil, one is astonished at the stale of poverty 
oiThc Ivicans. ^'io the most estimitble qualities they unite 
an indolence, and inconceivable aversion for iabour : they 

o 2 
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carry ibeir indifference fqt^igrici?.lture to the length of cul- 
tivating only as much gronlVi as [‘will serve for their indi- 
vidual wants; but, littlj! ad\fince^in the art of culture, they 
abide obstinately by their \)ld^iabits, and oppose them- 
selves to every imprbveinent'which may be strange to themi 
or differ from the method to which they have been accus- 
•cftioiued. 

I have been made acquainted with the fact, that a Valen- 
tian, who came there to settle at Ivica, had began to till a 
piece of ground, to cultivate various productions according 
to the manner of country ; but his neighbours gave him 
a hint to proceed no farther in his work, and even threatened 
his life, tor introducing innovations in tlie customs of the 
island. Nature is alone at the whole cost of supplying the 
Ivicans with food. There may eve:y w'^here be seen plots 
of ground, of the most excellent quality, entirely fallow. 
The olive trees grow /^nd give theif increase without any 
assistance from the cultivator ; the vine is not more at- 
tended ; the oil and the, wine are made with so little care, 
and by such imperfect methods, that the islanders do p,ot 
realize more than one half of the produce. A governoi of 
Ivica tried the experiment of planting some mulberry lices 
in the island, and of intro,du< i'ng the art of breeding silk- 
worms. The trial succeeded : they produced spt eiinens of 
silk of the finest and most beautiful kind; but this new 
brfinch of w^’alth was presently'' lost by the extreme apathy 
of the islanders. 

The Ivicans are -acquainted only with thos^e arts which 
are of the first hecessiry; the chief object of which is to 
guard them from the injuries of the weather. Their habi^ 
taiions are whhout ornament, and their dress unseemly. 
Those of the islanders who eijoy easy fortunes, procure all 
their aiticles of comfort and convenience fiom Spain and 
the Balearip's. The good Ivicans are certainly untainted by 
the poison of luxury. In travelling over the island, the 
stranger fancies himself in a country where civilization hiid 
not yet reached. There is scarcely one passable road, with 
the ex^ep-iiojj of there which are neicjiDouring on tlie dif- 
ferent settlemenis> or which' lecid to tfre points of the epa^t 
where the vessels take their lading of salt. 
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characteb, customs, and manners of the inhabi- 
tants OF THE BALEARIC AND PITHIUSIAN ISLANDS, " 

Most travellers form their opinions of the people of a 
country;, and affirm deciciediy on their q|iaraetc‘r and man- 
ners, according to what they obbei**e most striking in the 
external custouis in those towns through which they h^v« 
passed; and their judgment is often influenced by their re- 
ception at particular# houses. In the first case, w*c cannol 
depend on observations so Mgbtl}" founded ; and in the 
second, one may always perceive eiilicr a sentiitient of gra-' 
titmlc, or the im[)ression of some dislike. It is not gene- 
rally in towns and cities tiiat acquaintance with strangers is 
most easily made, and ihe^national character developed in 
a iininner to be depended on by the unprejudiced observer; 
but as the traveller draws nearer the simple inhabitant of 
<he coutury, follows him into the bosom of his family, in 
ins la!)onrs, and is with liiin in bis national 3nU religious 
fcsliveis; he will then becotne more acenratelv aerjuainled 
witli djc ;(.al character tand manners ol’ tiie people, unso- 
p!Hsii(.ato<i with the vices and customs of cities. 

W'e arc cijnally deceived, in supposing th?lt it is possible 
to obtain a kiuiw ledge of the genius and character of a peo- 
{>le iroin the systems of the philosv)phcrs. 7dic disciples of 
Plato, in altribulint^ these di^iersities to the influence of the 
stars and the ciiui de, never take into couiiidcratiou the 
nature of the government* and the mode of education, as 
a secondary cause. I'be stars, no doubt, have an influence 
on man, btit do not govern or determine Ins actions; 
ho docs not owe to them the lights of reason, and his wdil 
is eycr free. If it were not so, %vliat merit would he have 
in the practice of virtue, or how c^uld.he^be-cojdemned 
for his vices. Can we atlmi»t the fabulous system of the 
eJestinies, or put any f aith in the extravagancies of the judi- 
cial astrology of the impostors of every age. 

W e may admit ihat the climate Jias some influence on 
the opcraliUns of the mind, as far as the mind participates 
' in the organic jlfFcctions of the body, and the vibration of 
the fibres^ and has an effect more or less on the circulation 
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of the blood ; but to belifiA'C it tlie first anti absolute cause 
of the genius and charact^ ot a|}>eople> seetns to me to be 
a f^iaradox^ Bo we not'seemati living under the same 
climate, of very diflferent talei/^s and disposition ? And do 
ik'B not also find a perfect ifnifornrity in other nations en- 
tirely dissimilar. In the same topographical point on the 
■^obe, the borders of the Oroonoko are covered with small 
nations, the diversity of whose genius and character is 
. very striking. There the traveller finds himself among a 
people who are lively, humane,, and loyal ; and eats with 
them the sweet' fruit of the plantane and the date tree. 
There is another natfon rude, warlike, ferocious, and un- 
governable; who oifer him as* food the flesh, and for drink,' 
the blood of a human creature like himself. A little farther 
are people whose women are martial ^and*cloqiient, and who 
give laws to the men, who affe taciturn and indolent. 

Another *nation presents the spectacle of nature debased 
almost to a level with the brute creation, in a people who 
feed on the very earth, q,r on kind of paste, of wliicli earth 
forms a chief part. And agair||^ a little distant are another 
race,‘‘so at lipid ly credulous In the skill of their physicians, 
that all the goods of the sick are left at their mercy, whether 
they kill or cure their patients, and the inclifl’erence and in- 
sensibilhy of these people is so extreme, that they place 
under the netting where their sick relative or friend is lain, 
his share of the provisions, withoftt caring whether he takes 
them or not. Such are the pbservations which we find iu 
the history of^Oroonoko by Gurnilla. 

In producingMie examples of savage nations, I wished to 
omit nothing which could determine wliether climate has 
the influence attributed to iU* Let us carry our observations 
to the civilized nations of Europe*, and We shall often see ti 
great similarity of genius and character, between nations 
under very difierent temperatures; let us observe the 
Flemings or Brabau^ons, and we shall fine! among them, 
the habits, the inclinations, the civil and religious customs 
'of the Spaniards, and yetliow different is the temperature* 
In vain^aSr M,:irsden,i«j hisfirst volum«ti of the Critical History 
of Spain, Nvasied so riuich crilditfon to prove the preponde- 
rate infiutneo of the climate. Wc reject the opinion that 
the movements <^f the soul are directed by the air, and fol- 
low the impressions of heat and cold like a barometer. 

The Ifehgioiy and political government of a people are the 
chicl’ cause|£.^hid^ to the national genius its impulse, 
lis form. And iharactCT, With ever so little knowdedj^e of 
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history, one may be convij^ced of tbis truth. Amoyg the 
pagans we see t*»e people barbarous, unpolished and super- 
stitious, giving themselves ^dp to' the'fr passions without rf^ 
strain!. The propagation of the gospel brought men batik 
to the love of truth, and of tho social virtues ; the people; 
became moderate, just, and humane. After religion, the 
laws, and government, with the example of those aboves* 
them, have the most decisive and powerful influence. The 
Romans, in the reign of Augustus, were invincible; in that 
of Claudius, indolent an^ easily conquered; with Nero, 
cruel; and with Vitellus, vicious ; they w|rc just, merciful, 
and benevolent, from the examples of khe Vespasians and of 
Titus. Without going back to so remote a period, let us 
consider the times in which we ourselves live. Is it the in- 
fluence of the climate, which has, of people the'most gene- 
rous, j;he most humane, the br^t^'est, and the ij^pst civilized, 
made at onc^ a nation, whose excesses, crimes, and follies 
have astbnished and shocked all Europe. Among savage 
peo{>le, who live under the same cl ini ate, the variety of dis- 
positions and of^character may he attributed to the want of 
an established religion, for which they substitute the (Seli- 
riums of their own imaginations, and |o the want of wdiole- 
somelaws, not knowing any T)ut,!those' of force, nor having 
to their actions any other guide than their own f^ersonal in- 
terests. 

National genius naturally follows the changes of l!ie re- 
ligion and of the government. The present Greeks, under 
• the Ottoman dominion, arc only iguoruut, superstitious, and 
contcinptible«people, while their aitcestors ^vere illustrious 
in the arts and sciences, and deservedly celebrated both in 
the times of peace and war. 

When religion at^d the form ot government remain 
without any changes, the niitional character also contioues 
without alteration ; thus the inhabitants of the Baleares, prQ-» 
fessing the same religion, and subject to the same laws as 
the rest of the kingdom of Spain, have necessarily the same 
character, with some little differentjc, which is the result of 
a subjection to the Meyers, that lasted abjpve^fiv# Ijpndrea 
years ; these shades of diameter disappeared on the conti- 
nent, in consequenciie of easy and frequent commiinica-*- 
tions with othi^f nations, ^ 

Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, and all* the historians wijo 
have preserved to us the memory of the ancient inhabi- 
tants of .the Baleftres, agree in depicting them as a brave^ 
v^ariilve people, >vlm were extremely expert la Ukj use of the 
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sling. , Some dtfFerence, howevej;, may be observed in these' 
two authors; but it must be adinltt^^d that Diodorus^ in speak** 
of the inhabitants 'of these inlands, refers to an epoch 
anterior to their civilization. Strabo on the contrary de- 
picts the people who inhabited the Bale^rcs in his time. 
They lived, according to this writer, in perpetual peace, and 
«ti uninterrupted prosperity* Thus he calls them Irenics, or 
Pacific, not that these people weiv indolent or effeminate, 
for they always proved the contrary, and distm^iiislied 
themselves by their courage and valour, when their ene- 
mies compelled tkerii to take up arms. 

Diodorus paints tbese ijslanders in such dismal colour^, 
that it is with reluctance We 'copy the picture: There are 
some other islands, says this writer, in front of Iberia, 
called by* the Greeks, gymnasics, because tlie inbabitantc 
wear no clothes *ia sumiiter. They are much given tt. 
wine, which the isjand does not produce^ and as they 
have no olive oil, they grease or anoint themselves w ith 
that of the lentisk or mastic free, or with hog's grease. 
They are so fond of women, that they will give three or 
fdar men in exchange for one : they live in caverns of 
the rpeks, and so i'dr from making use of gold or silver, 
they will not suffer it to be taken frofti the island by 
others ; they affirm that these metals were ilie cfiuse of 
the death of Geryon, killed by Hercule?. Wl)eii they 
** went to war with the Carthugcniaris, with whom ttiey 
'' were allied, they took their pay in wdne and women. 

In their mftrriages the relations and friends enjoyed them- , 
'' selves with the bride \vhile the husband got drunk. Tlmy 
'' cut the bodies of their dead into pieces, and deposited 
them ia urus, on which they placed great stones.’' 

The historian Uameto, fearing that' the account given by 
Diodorus might leave a kind’of stain or blemish on the cha- 
racter of his fellow citizens, and not being able to urge u 
better defence, or rather paying no attention to the remote 
epoch to which the Sicilian historian alluded,' ac(?uses him 
at once of deception. Dut of what impoit is it in the pre- 
sent dtjyss ji^rticularjy to the inhabitants of the Balearcs, 
that their ancestors in tlic'‘*earKest times abandoned them- 
selves to vices that their posterity are far from imitating t 
or that when they were incommoded by the heat, they 
wore no kind of raiment; are their descendants on this ac- 
count the worse clotted i 

For myjpart, I found Among the Majorcabs many estimable* 
9iimUties| ,>h'Cy shew great respect to strangers,, who may,. 
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fehi^ trilvd hy ^ight or by day thitJogh thd cMfttty ; 

tb^ mountains^ and in the most soUtarir 
{>mces» The nrost hospitable reception is given to tbS tfw* 
Veller ; and itk a^Oeptii^ the /civilities of the good peWihw, 
fie is in doi^bt on wtil^n side the obligation lies. 

Besides the bmubements of the theatre, the MidOt^ehfdi 
have some particular fe^tiyals. The carnival is spefat ito 
hails and masqueiades, t^hich are given in the great ball rf 
the exchange. 

Trom the frstival of Sti^.Tohn to the month of Septetmbeir 
the streets of the (*ity of Palma presedi every evening stlc^ 
cessively a most lively scenjp. Al] the inhabitants of tbfe 
quarter pique themselves on decorating the fronts of theil:* 
houses with ptctures^atid dviiperies, and^ their doors and 
dews with glass lamps of vai'ioua colours. , iMlisrcians from 
the bands belonging to the garrison, plac^^n omphi- 
theatre, play country dances, which are tripped to gaily and 
correctly by the young and active, ^ch side of tlie street 
IS famished with chairs fornhe Spectators, littlf', ^Jees, IJ* 
tjueurs, ahd other iiefrCsliinents ore carried roali4 
in the assembly, and the amusements continue till <}^y« 
light. . ^ 

On the twentieth of Abgust they hold a fair for Cattle in 
phim, about two leagues from Palma, m ar an abbey 
of Beinai dine monks. ^The people' go thither in crowds; 
every kind of conveyatTce is engaged, even to the carts, 
which aie hired at a dear rnte. Tim plkin^is covered with 
little shops^or booths, wherein the'midst.of bleating flocks 
are groups of young people sifling on the grask, under the 
shade of an olive tree, ^njoang a rural repast; at a little 
distance is another*parly duuVing to tbesot/bd of rustic inu!* 
Sic. If a stranger a ppeaa^ Hih H presided to join in the festi- 
vity and partake oi tb^ feait, afad thoy ale d^Mted if he 
accept the invitation. 

On the festival pf tip? patron saint they have, !n the viK 
lages, horse rnceV, and other jraeei of asSeS and mules; 
young lads, and even lassies, dispute the priife of ugilitV ; a 
large plain is the scene where the«e%pom 9M exh^mtea ; ad 
old man with a wdtid ifl his ham} keeps good Order, and dc** 
crees the pri^se to {hfe VWtttr ; the men are rOw^arded with a 
couple or, IbiirU, fee. dntl'sOdietimes the prtxes are horse 

are vittorious carry home to 
peir mdlhers jan Itidiah Reboiiillo. How real is the eiH 
m^Aelr hn]>|>y pedaants; iJirfeat purity and$i|h{ip^tjr 

iTt aayvKUR.] 
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In all t&e festivals at >vhicb the people meet toj^thet in 
fsfp\^4s there are never any quarrels por disturbances ; a per^ 
Ifiot harmony prevails, that at once delights apd astonishes 
flTayeller. ^ Dpring the whole of the time that I lived 
pmodg these islanders, I nevef kpeiy of any one of them 
Mf»g found guilty of crimes that deserved condign punish- 
;^pt. The thefts and outrages were always comrained by 
fprelgners. In the city the same mildness of cliarpcter is 
observable, but is unhappily mixed with an interested ness 
and avarice, strongly marked. There is also to be noticed 
a. strong tint of vaf ity among persons pf a distinguished 
rank, who acknowledge^ np superior, and among those me- 
chanics who fancy they have ^ftained the utmost peifection 
ip the art they profess ; question pny workman, before he 
answers, he will ask yqu if at London br Ptiris they execute 
any work a$ well as at Minorca; if 3’'ou tell him that the 
Biiperiority is qn the side of the English or French, he bursts 
into a horse laugh and seems to pity your ignorance. Kever- 
^helebs it cannot be denied that the Majorcans have genius, 
?Yhh ^ rpady conception, and talents for the ar^ and 

llie Minorcans in old times ha^ve always shared the repu«^ 
tatioa ol coi\rage and ’skill in the use of the slipg, with the 
Majorcans. Ip the present day these islandei s ai c i eproach- 
ed With a sort of apathy and indolence which they have con- 
iracted by tjie continual changes ifi diflTercnt governments, 
to which they have been subject. The fear of having new 
masters makes no sort of impiession on thetp. They re- 
ceive with docility, I had almost said with indifference, the 
Jhvvs which arq prescribed them. Content to live in a state 
of mediocrity, ^hcy only desire to maiptam their repose, 
They lake very little interest ip pplitical events, and always 
ohety a decide, d repqgqaqce wheq they leave their native 
place, to enroll themselves under the colours of the sove- 
reign. If, in the time when the English were their roasters, 
they shewed a sort of activ^ity, it was conhned to a small 
luimber of speculators and seafaring people, who enriched 
tbcmselyps^witl'out much trouble, byrCnterprizes confined 
la the coasts of the islands, ahd those of the continent of 
The remainder of the inbabitavits preserved theiy 
patufid indolepcer \Vhcn they were subject t6 Spain there 
were ud, ^linorcan vchseU htted opt, the facility Of cruibing 
Was*no||n]|^ the same, op the contrary thefe wcJ^e danger^ 

encopnter, and fdme alone could 
|5eop}e wlio scetued so little sensible of 
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its Valae* A Minorcan is easily dazzled by the smaU#^de^ 
jjree of Success; prosperity does dot produce in himeUltila- 
tion, but pride and arrogance. Tbe^e islanders are it tW 
same time vety enviouaone «»f another, irascible, giveil'^to 
hatred aud revenge, and practising all soas of shu®lng 
tricks, in short, they liavc all the defects of people of weUfe 
minds, and of characters without energy, Tiie di'stanCf^ 
that is maintained between the difFeienl classes of people 
is very striking. The npble thinks himself very much abovd 
the merchant, and those employed in inerehant-aCrvice; 
•while these in their turn affect a g»Cat superiority towards 
the mechanic and the countryman. ^ 

Tlie Minorcans livd*very retired; they, however, give 
the stranger an Iso^pkable reception, and seein to see hint 
with pleasure, but in leality aSl their attea4:io|ts are for 
the moment, and they encourage go particular intimacy ; 
their habitations are the residences of tranquillity and soli- 
tude; their festivals have the sapic charaeter with them- 
selves. At the carnival they drc'^s in ii[j.!&^s<|Ucr«dc 
evenings, and go to the houses of their Wends and[ rclu'* 
tions, where they dance to the sound of a guitstr or wretched 
violin. During the evenings of the summer we often see 
groups of men and women m the streets, uiid in the centre 
of each group, a man and woman, who in an awkward man- 
ner imitate the Spanish fj^ndango, while the whole of chc 
orchestra consists of a guita'r^ upon which any one who 
pleases may play, though he knows little moieTof the science 
than running his fingeis over the strings? A Uiinp bung 
over the door of the house where this sroup arc enteilained, 
gives light to the joyous assembly, E\cry otie who chu>e‘< 
dances lu his turn, atid pays a trifling sunu And the ball 
always concludes with the Inost noisy acclamations. 

St. John's day is celebrated by laces of horses, mules, 
^nd asset., which take place lu one of the piiocipal streets 
of the town. The competitors are of the common people, 
who are e^ttremely deliglitcd it they w in a small btlver spoon, 
or some other trifle, as a prize in ilieiiL* • « 

The mariners keep tfie feast of St. Peter by boat in 
the port; those who .are first in icceive the puze, which 
a hat ornamented with acolouiei ubbon. Thc'iC speptacles 
attract a croud of the inhabitants, who all seem to take a 
great interest in the perEprmanec. 

The Minorcans are generally s rper^itious, itnd tnue|t 1^ 
tapbed to their religious cerem ).)ies and pioc^sslon^^ ii| 
which they uie alwojs desirous of playing a pait^. Ou tb« 
* y 2 
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day pn wKich the Dieu is keptj whpev^ir 
theintelves in the costuinCfof the Roman warfbiH; wboe»p| 
CfWi aelbd thither one of hi» childrtn dresspd to repreaeat iMr 
^jUlpI, ptirchaBe to themselves ti^e privilege of hdinff clotbedf 
ill & leligious hahit at the time of their dcath.ti 
Jfm ivicans haye neatly ih§ same character aod custoi^ 
tift the inhabitants of the Baleaius; they only diShr in ttaeil^ 
«!j||[treme ignorance and coarseness pf man nets. ‘Neverthe* 
Ihsp they are said to be brave add good seamen. 


CHAP.‘ XI. 


TUB IHDUSTBY AND cpMMEBCE OF THE BALBABIC AND 

FlTBllISlAJt ISLES, WITH THB DIALECT OF tllE JNHA- 

bitamts. 

In^ a country where agriculture, the first of the arts, is 
still IB’ its infancy, any, great degree of skill or industry is 
not to be expected ; n|ither can there be any diversity of 
tuanoiactures. The islanders entertairt among them those 
arts and trades which may be denominated of absolute ne- 
cessity ; such as those of building, dlothing, &c. The articles 
which are manufactured in their woikshops for exportation 
are in no great quantity. 

The Majorcans manufacture blankets, carpets, and wor- 
sted sashes, somfe of which are sent to Malta, to Valence, 
Sardinia, and ^ven to America. Neither the quantity not 
quality of these manufactures catt m'aKe them very profit- 
able articles of exportation. 

The neople wear a sort of coarse cloth, which is mann- 
factnreo in the islwd ; they also Wear ‘a kind of woollen 
ftriped stiifiT, that is equally coarse and clumsily mode ; a 
part^of this is sent to Catalonia and Valence.^ 

> vhole^f f!.eir^uen clolli is consumed in the island, 
and does not constitute one of thtii articles of ex|k>rtation, 
yilih.^hc exception only of the quontity for the use of the 
navy, which is «ent to the ports of Spain. Jtds in general 
thPngjli* to be ■good, but is of high price. 

-^TO^^Majorcans manufacture theii: silk into taffeties, dk- 
lyipc. wljgib aie'never exported. * 

^ have a great icputation in Spain for thcit 
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juAr.^'Cii'l; • Wd they s^tn to me very well to ol^^ve iif. 


TWic orj^clft have a strength and solidity' which 
them Very durable ; and m many 6f their designs mM^be 
noticed an ejchputioa, which must have reqiuired 
patience as si^l i hut' it is *to be regretted, thtHpH 'ipl< 
their labour^ there is still the fashion of the hfteeam^^9|p«' 
tury. In general their designs are njostly e*eOHted'';iir». 
great neatness, but the quantity and sameness of-thei^ 
give these articles an antique appearance, which can hetj^p 
please the eye, of foreigners, accustomed to see the siihp^ 
beautiful sh^es of modern furniture. Some of the 
can articles, of this kind of inlaid wo|k, are expensive, beiup 
washed with silver; but Uiese are not so well executed, noo 


do they look to so much advantage* The Majorcans aie 
not expert in thu art*of gilding, and- there arc never to be 
seen any, of those elegant wrnaments in bronze and gilt 
copper, which are so much admirer^ in France. 

At Palitth there is a free-school, to teach the art of draw- 


ing, where the young go to take lessons in the inhud-work^ 
This establishment is under* the 'protection of the somety 
called “ The Friends of the Country.” f * 

There are also two printing houses, but they only printt 
the decieha and pruclamattons of government, nutieesi 
to th6 public, and a journal, in which is atfnounoed the 
arrival and departure of tlie trading vessels, the state of 
their cargoes, and the jeommodtties which are to be pub^ 
licly sold. These printing houses are so ill managed and; 
ill furnished, that if they wcr£ united they t:ottld not print 
an edition of the smallest literary wprk. • 

The Meijorcans make a great quantity of brooms and 
baskets of the leaves of the .palm tree. Although this ar- 
ticle is of little cotl^ideration, they do not fail to export it 
to a certain amount for the ports of Spain, and even for 
Marseilles in titi^e of peace; The veotures of the masters 
of the merebanttnen and* of the Majoicau sailors oiieit 
C(Hu|rt of the leaves of the palm. 

There is a glass-house at Palma', where, however, they 
spake only the most common gla|s. They 4 p not e^’ea 
Icnow how to fabricate live black glass. mdhnfactoiy 
does not,exfort any of its aiticles. 

In initk^ the atticie of oil, the Majorcans, afjcr having, 
l^attracted,^ from the olive, content thediselves with presn 
Wis it twice from the gross, or crust. This second oil is 
aac^ to the fiest : thev thrUW awav the eross. from which. 
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however^, they might still draw at considerable ^aanttty of 
g^^d oil. 

^ey only make lise oV soft soap, *and are not at all ac- 
with the method of making it into cakes. ^ 
Majorcans do not dertve any advantage from their 
c1^lM[!ge*fiowers, angelica, wild celery, or maidenhair, nor 
Sf^om their immense tjnantity of flowers, not even from the 
It is now four years since a French distiller, in 
l^^rtnership with a Genoese, set up at Majorca. The So* 
ckty of the Fi lends of the Country welcomed them, and 
gave them sanction^ and obtained an e^xclusive privilege in 
Sbeit favour for the dtatiliation Of orange flowers for the 
term of six years. I left that establishment in a state of 
forward nessi which gave every promise of success. 

An aptitude, and even taste, for the arts and sciences of 
every kind, cannot be denied to the Majorcan* Tins 
island is yet but a hew v^ountry, where the moral^yirtues of 
the inhabitants, and the productions of the soil, are capable 
of the hiost happy developeme,nt. 

The Minorcans and the Ivicans have really no kind of 
Smnnjfhottxre which could be an article of exportation ; the 
Jphysical productions of their islands are the only articles 
of which a small porii^ti is sometimes sent abroad. 

The Balearlcs wcie for a long time the center of a flou* 
nsbing and extensive commerce. They >Vere not indebted 
to their local wealth for this prosperity, but to iheir advan- 
tageous situation, betw^een the shores of Afiica and Spam* 
Among the first Settlers in the jfalearics were the Phoenicians 
add Gieeks: thesc^peopie were merchants and seamen. They 
cariicd with them into their new settlements the spirit of 
trade, and their skill in navigation. Ihe Homans, more 
emulous of the glory acquired by conquest than the posses- 
sion of wealth, gained by deep speculations, continued, 
however, for their own interest, to protect* the trade and 
navigation of those commercial nations which submitted to 
their ia>vs. The inhabitants of the Balearres participated in 
th^e encouragemenis.' They then became subject to the 
Moors, therflesceqjlfint^vOf the Carthaginians, who were so 
famous for the fr maritime povicr; lor the wealth Which 
came to their ports, for their extensive* commercial con- 
D€|C|Sons, and for tjieir astonishing industry and activity. If 
Lbe Africans, when mallei s of iMaJorca, be compared wdth 
fchc,C0Oj^Uerpis of th^, Homans and the conquerors of 
ay otSserve, that they hare* always in a 
Ihi?, mercantile spirit, which distifiH 
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and anriched Hheir ancestors. It mayifalso be 
o^s^rired ttia\ ^th^ey communicated their particular ha^s 
and necessities to the inhabitants of tlie Balearics, as vre}l# 
at the same time* as the desire of supplying them^ t mean 
at the epoch of the conquest <lf Majoica by king Don Juyme 
the first. They yet preserve in the archives of Palma, records 
which are antlnentic monuments of the former prosperity oT' 
these islanders. Don Jay me the First, peaceable possessor of 
the island of Majorca, occupied himself in the partition of 
the lands; he kept one half, and divided the other among 
the lords who had accompanied him,|ahd assisted in the 
epnquest. The proprietors were for % long time themselves 
the managers of their possessions, attending to the culriva- 
tioh of the grounds, and the increase of their value. Pre- 
scribed at first t<y the enjoyment of the particular produc- 
tions of the island, they soot! afterwards opened their eyes 
to the facilities which the situation iiffered for procuring in 
abundance all that was necessary to their wants. The 
inhabitant of the country yas ;?olely charged with the 
work of agriculture. The proprietor took up his'resi<> 
dence in the town, became speculator, merchant, and na- 
vigator; \m progress was^rapid, and the most flattering 
success encouraged and recompensed the first eflbrts of his 
industry. Commercial establishments were formed at Palma; 
its port became filled with merchant ships, and these might 
fie reckoned three hundred square-rigged vessels at the 
commencement of the thirteenth century. New settlers 
arrived to augment the population of the country, and a 
great number of the villages which now rAnain, were buil^ 
about the same epoch. 

The ruins of nneient edifices constitute^inrevocable testi- 
monies of remote revolutions. There are not to be seen at 
Majorca the remains of temples, nor of public buildings. 
We do not meet wiifi those monumental inscriptions which 
in Greece help tp acquaint us with the religion, laws, and 
manners, in a word, with the history of the first inha- 
bitant$ ; but here the traveller Will find the traces of the 
fiourishing stale of the Balearic isles 40 

^enjs. We cannot bm contemplate with interest, the Ex- 
change of Puitpai £md the grandeur of that edifice. The 
^eauty and^boidness of the architecture which attest 
the wealihr^pf the comnierce, and the progress of the arts, 
|rnm the thirteenth century. The inclosure of the walls of 
tlie pity, op the side of the sea, is tiUogether modern : 
mmmu the Place Terra-Sana from tlie spa-shore, of 
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utiifli it fAnbet|y made paW. Thfere ma^ AlNt* 

gt^ iivhich eotuipankated witb the 
ifxipliie *oi#o po the bea-side is the jnilkurb St, Caifiatth^ 
lolmiteB by tlic sailtws : this suburb fotiuerfy * 

iataj^ihe hil'l^wbere thf Ca4tle of Belvoir'i* sitotttfed, the 
rem^lM ol wiBoh may stilj be seen ; and at jl^at tiip ei t ^ 
Jopulatton must have been much more consilieWible. ‘Thfe 
HMUnber of , seamlim is> without contiadtction, the mostevi- 
<deat pVaoi of the ptogress and Bourishmg state of nawga- 
tioo. There is al»o to be seen some retnainf of docks for 
the bnilding of ships, and of storebOttsOti sitcated oa the 
shores pf t^ 8emi*cirCle, which is d^ribed by the roatb* 
stead to Palma, ' ^ ’ 

‘ From the time of the fifteenth century, the commercial 
establishments of the Genoese at IM ajbrca' were so consider- 
able, as to ba^e an Exchange to themselves. They' then 
occupied thife qnaiter of the city, now inbabb^ by the 
descendants of the Jevs, wbb ahe branded witlAite ridtea- 
lousAppeliatioh of (CAo»erre8)(Ow1s. * *' 

Tbfy preserve'fn the aicbiveS'of theoht^Wity of Palma, 
some very ancient sumptnaiy laws, wbicji^|l&ciently prove 
the progress of luxoiWj. •and, at, the sameprffie/'iattest tire 
epttfant 6tat$ of the fy^bit^ts. These* laws settled the 
pretgbt of the chains of gold>^hicb, as at the present time, 
asBoe a part of the costume of the women. 

Majorca, from its particularly advantageous situation, was 
one of the pvit^eipal marts for the rich and valuable com- 
modities of Indi^ Mtbicb tWn^jbrOugbt by sea fiom Dami- 
«lto, abete tbey,^iij« oontw^ by the cardvans which 
crossed the desertt. The productions of Asia and of Africa 
accainioiated ib the w,areh mnes Palma, from whence 

they rpassed into Spain, Fiance, ,and Italy, Thus Majorca! 
was one of the cbtef markets of Europe; navigation and 
ifee. arts weie yet in their infancy ; and the indodemS^ of 
(die ndghbaorlng contitrie* payed tribute to the activity of 
the-JMejercahs. . At |engtb tbe rays^of nght, from bpi^ing 
fli|d experience began to-sjliTefta ovblr the continent; 
IbpeaVei'iesr and tbe ehoonragOments jpf kings 

sovereign ptiqce8,^aeited ebihlation. Men jw gedius,’ 
n, 'cotKsbived ’tbkt^reimigbfl^e'a pt»- 
the Indies by a w^y not tsPnseoverdd, 
k directly from mence Ib^ poductldnl 
,^n Bccti^med to obtain at second ham| 
Tliis Island thus became hnly a prdflrlbe 
aturally lo^tfi^Jalmost entirely, ihij ^obae< 
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wbichj.it was jjjosscssed, at the time wbe^ |t was 
.j^^parate atid independant state. Their niAntfiinti an^ 
commercial law^s^Hheit cnstoms and duties, alVwetre eoth^R 
l^colated for t^,ia«ividual interest of the 
afa entire cbajDg^ took plage, and Majorca watf tl 
jected to tbejpaine laws as the other provinceSjOf, tbi^| 

<|oni, of the island was now a part. 

Sfiuie itiotC, was no longer the lesidence bf a tponarc^ 
who«e presence and couit atti acted thither a posher t 
strangeis, which ctlcunistancc encieased the wealffi of tl , 
island, aijd encf^rajged tlie emulation ol' tine islanders, not 
only in the cultiVatipo of the lands^ bii# also in the -fitlV 
commerce, and navigation.. A more numerous popult^J 
tioii supplied labouieis for agncnltuie, seamen for com-* 
inerce, and solditys Fqr tlie defence of tl)eir'coUnti y. The 
nobility studied the use of arms, and the art of navigation. 
In the rej^ds of Palma may be seed proofs,^ that there was 
not a faid^i^, of the latter class, whrt h did not at least fur- 
nish an ari^ed galley at then own e.spence. The marine 
military sufScieutl/ strofig to give pfoteettbn to 

the active industry of ther merchants. The Barbarians/ 
who peoplp the shoes of Africa, tit; far as thb* 8tl:'ai^p of 
GibiaUnri now exact from* SpaiCt;! J||l» erY humiliating , tri- 
bute. Several of the same q^utto!^ at that 4ime, pSyed 
tribute to the Miijouans. Th^ prospeiity of the island, 
which is now only a smalj part of those states which com- 
'pose the monarchy of Spain, insensibly langtiUbes. The 
wars of the Airagonian lings ih'st siyotjk at llseir prospe(‘ity, 
by drainingj:he island of mgr. and Majorca, fifce 

the other pioviuces, being obliged to ^ipsh its pioportion. 
The expulsion of the Moors fioht tbb ’ states of Spain waa 
fatal to the pro8j>€lityjOf tfie kihgdoro. *rhis measure, 
dmtated by an absi.id ifnd perhaps ilUjndged zeal ftyr 
rmigion, by consj^eiably onnjoisbing the population, 
totm from ogrionltare, from the arts, commerce and navi- 
gat™|. ^ great hmiiber of men, who ‘cairied their aqiivity 
and^^^^-amot^ people who inew'iheir value, and who 
djBeHp.(them the comforts of u home, w ith the gneottrage. 
toent tbeir^ Jabotps do*servqd, /ree flwn tH^iJtiStintties they 
were sul^egt to in' UieiF native islands Maj()fca thus pro- 
Imbly lost jmtt than »dy other pan of Spajh by thi® cmi* 

a fation. WUR much has France bad to rdferet the revoca* 
^n of the edict, which in proscribinrg me protesteiftii; 
ehricbed' with our industry, 'kept ujvay people whogt^ 
$0 well how to profit by advwitages. 
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The f Iscovery of the Cape of Gj>od Hope made a ehan^ 
in the course trom India ; Majorca ceasco toobe the maUy 
was 8oo» reduced to receive commodities at se» 
troivl and third hand The progress of oavigation in neigb* 
bOilring coimines at length ^uitirely deprived the island of 
those jfcdvuntagea it might dei.ve fioui the acfiyit^y of hs 
ipavy^ Such have been the causes of the decline of the 
commerce of the island of Majorca* 

The coinmeicial connections of the inhabitants of the 
Balearic- do not cx.end at picsent be 3 ond the shores of 
Spa.n. A. iica, a.icl I'raure, in tliV M«diterr»neaii. Tbe 
Alaj 4>rcan aiiicleb fci e^porration arc oils, wiiies,^ bianches, 
almond*), oranges and ieuion*, beans, capers, uud a small 
quantity ot cheese. 

The amount lA' the oil exported, isya]m‘cl at about eleven 
millions of Vjcach hvies.. These oils are almost eiitiiely 
c<ui\eyed to Spain and Marseilles in Majorcan vessels; a 
very small quantity is ^Iso exported to the North, to Eng- 
land, Holland, &-C. but the English and X>atch come hither 
for it themselves. ' 

^ Tho amount of the wines is valued at near six hundred 
and ^gighty-five thousand and seventy livres; most of which is 
exported in ships, winch piakc u a part of the stofes for their 
^own usq: a smidl pait is ccniveyed to the continent ol 
Spain, and some inconsiderable quantity to Ameiica. 

' The biandies are exported un(^fr the Majorcan flag tn 
Bircelona,. MuUi|3:a/and Cadiz, from wlicnce they go to 
America. Tlie Lngii^sh, Hutch, the Ihihcs, Scc. also come 
sometimes to Mt^or<?a for these brandies. Tlic amount of 
the exportations of this commodity is about one hundred 
and seventy-seven thousand lures. 

There a\e 14,0C)0 millicrs, or thousand w^cight, of oranges 
and lemoofi exported under the Majoican flag to the south- 
ern provinces of France ; the amount of the value exceeds 
two hundred thousand livres. 

The amount of the cheese which is exported lo Barce- 
loina, atul some oiher nuns of Spam, is at most from thiity- 
five to forty thousand iivres. 

Almost the^'wtfole exportation^ of almonds goes to Mar- 
seilles: tViis article may amount to sixty thousand livres. 

Most of the ctCpers are also taken, to, Marseilles, and the 
amount may be firom sjx to seven thousand livres. 

Of ^benns, which is* the only sort of pulse exported to 
quaatity may be valued at about fotty thousand 
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Twelve million^ two^ hundred and two dio«sand> finre 
iilmdied and •ninety livres, is the total amount of \he phy- 
sical productions of the island of •Majorca, which are^r- 
ticles‘ of exportation, to which the industry of the islanders 
adds but very little# * 

The Majorcans receive in exchange for thrir physical 
productions, corn, rice, salt provisions, tobacco, sugar, 
coffee, woollen and other cloths of different qualiues, 
manufactured silks, and merceries of every description*, 
drugs, gun-powder, plapks, and wood for building, irOn 
and other ai tides for the use of ibeir shipping. ‘ 

The grain imported from Africa ^mounts to the sum of 
seven hundred thousand livres. 

Thf* rice, salt provisions, sugar, and coffee, which they 
have almost entnely from France, amount to about six 
hundred thousand livres. • 

The cloth of diffejent sorts, silks, and mercery, which 
are suppliijd mostly from the soutnern parts o< France, are 
valued at niue ^hundred and sevenry-seven thousand, nine 
hundred and fourteen livres.* 

The dnigs, gun-powder, tobacco, wood for bifildin#, 
ir(ai, artocis^ and materials for the navy, Sic. which are ju- 
most all importe4l from S^ain, ainount to the sum of Steven 
hundred and seventcemthouaand, five bundled and seventy* 
eight livres. 

The sum total of the»importatioas in the island of Ma- 
JorCii, is nearly two millions, nine hundred an.d ttinety-five 
thousand, four luintlred and uinjety-twx> livS'ea, 

The bahwuc in favour of the Majorcans is, according to 
these calculations, nine million, two hundred and seven 
thousand, and nincty^eiglit livre^, or S*,. Sd, sterling. 

Ji is well known* that the >vealth of a commercial people 
depends on the value of Their local productions, and those 
which their industry furnishes to other nations, in propor- 
tion to the mercliandize which they receive ; it i$ thus that 
the balance is settled, and that one may judge bow far a 
nation ought to extend its commercial connection^ in im- 
portation as well as ej^poriaiion. If gont pijgrc\e the source 
of wealth, it is also paovod, ^tbat it cSBTribufes to the 
decadence of a nuvion, fiom the time when it becomes xoo 
inuch extended ; it then receives much niore than it 
give in exchange for its own produce. 

This fact is but too sensibly experienced bv the Ma^- 
'jCans: poor in the natural produce oHbe islancf, aiid ha^ng 
Hoi^r^ia^orks nor manufactures wh4ch mieht 
' J? ^ 
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deficienc 5 ^. Tlicy export very ft^vv articles of their owrf 
growth to those nations, from whom th<"y reefeive not only 
alr^hat belongs to the chnvenienef* and enjoyment of liie, 
but even most of those ai tides which are necessary to their 
existence. ^ 

The Minorcans export a small quantity of cheese, wdiich 
i|^ sold in Italy; the amount docs not exceed twenty thou- 
sand francs, of French money. They obtain from the 
fleeces of their flocks a surplus ol’wool, which may be valued, 
at most, at the sum of thirty thous^ind livies. 7'he honey, 
y/v&x, and salt, produce about ten million livres above the 
consumption of the isjandeis. The exportation of wine, 
added to what is consumed in the island by the troops and 
foreigneis, which is ahvays paid for in ready money, 
amounts to about three bundled and fllty thousand livrch. 
The islanders thus acquire, from the (juanlity they send 
abroad, only the sum of four hundred and ten thousand 
livres. * 

They import the articles of wheat, oxen, sheep, oil, 
brandy, tobacco, rice, sugar,'coflee, and spices ; vMiolhm 
^nd odier cloths, iron, planks, cordage, gun-powder, tai, 
&c. The amount of the importations is evidently gically 
superior to that of exportation’; the balauc'C, thercfoic, 
cannot be in favour of the Minorcans. 

The consumption of the English, at the time when they 
were in possession of JSliiiorca, hrd given to the commo- 
'ditics of this island an extraordinaiy value, which put into 
circulation a vciy considerable sum, to which wire added 
the profits the islanders derived from the sale of those 
articles which came from abroad. The economy of the 
Spaniards in thi^r manner of living has put a stop to these 
advantages. 

The Minorcans might nevertheless ameliorate ibcir situa- 
tion, by industry and labour. However infertile the inland 
may be, there are many articles which the cultivation of 
tbe soil might grow to advantage. 

Cotton succeeds very wdl, and it w^ould be easy to in- 
crease the ptodueg^pf tips plant, so as to make it an article 
of exportation Po* a considerable amount. The Maltese ex- 
port from inland as much as fifteen, thousand quintals, 
besides wl|^is used in the country. The soil of the island 
of Malta jfifosujed'iv not more fruitful than that of Minoica, 
but the Maltese have an activity which doe^ not belong to 
the Miporcans. Wliy do they not cultivate wvilh care and 
number of olive trees, whose fiuit woujd &a 
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Wll recompence the knouts of the eountrymag. The 
Minorcans hiive their oil Irom Majorea; they might 
babiy be soon saved this cxpeiice*, and have at the sdfme 
time h surplus of their own piodncc. 

7'he capers abound in eve^ypartof the island, and yet 
the Minorcans derive no advantage from them beyond 
their own consumption. How easily might they make^cf 
them an article of expoitation ? 

Flax and hemp succeed perfectly well : iniglit not the 
quantity be encu ascd r' JVhy do not the Min()icanj> inanu^ 
iactiue themselves the cloths which thev aie now obliged to 
have from abroad ? They might piofeabw cany this biartch 
of indusiry still farther. • 

The canes and reed'', so common in the island of Mi- 
noica, aie of th«t qciaiity which so much sought after 
by the drapeis; and yet the Minoicans neglect to piofit by 
tliis advantage. ^ 

'1 Ih‘ '■late, which is found in abundance in many parts of 
the Island, also presents a valuabk article ul spccuiation. 

1 he fjce*sione, of which they liave such quaniities, might 
stne I’ur the ballast of theii outward-bound vessel®, 
then ho sold abroad for olhei height. 

JMastic, aioes, and many other drugs, grow in pure 
waste, for the Minorcidis make no of tlfein, and yet 
tluy might constitute articles of commeicc. 

liees would thrive e.Ticeedingly in an island which S3 
abounds in aiomatic plants: thosg;ot Minorca pioduce ex- 
cciiihl wax, and the lioiiey is in much estfiem. It w^ould 
ceitainly htt to llie interest of the Mi.iorcmis to extend this 
soiiice ot \\t alih, by encreasing the number of hives. 

I’lie MiiKUvans might follgvv the example* of the Major- 
cans, auM derive a ‘profit from the suilVon of the island, an 
auiele of which they now* make but little use. 

Ik'bides their own consumption, these islanders might 
expoit a considcrabJe quantity of fiuit. Their oranges, 
Jemonis, tigs, almonds, and poincgiauates are of a qualTty 
not at all infeiior to the same fruits of Majorca, it would 
be very easy to in(;rca$e tlie nun^ber^ of tU ege valuaLJe 
tices, • • * 

bait might be made, without any trouble, a very intciesU 
ing aitiele of ex])tu tation, as the Minbrcans have a moans 
of procuring it, whi< h is very eas)^ Jin mirny places on the 
coast the rocks arc flat, and raised a little above the sur- 
face of the seat; when the wind blows fiesh, the wavo^ 
cover them from ou^ end to the other, so that in/ime, thtj 
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$ikh eats into the softest parts^ ani forms a great nttmber yif 
inwall cavities, sepaiated one from the other I'y the part</of 
the rock which have resisted its power; tlicse cavities being 
filled with the sea water, one day’s sun-shme is sufficient 
to dry them up, and form ll>e salt. ^\^omen and chddreii 
are employed in the evening to codeci it, and fill the cavi- 
ties again with water. 

1 have already mentioned the numerous kinds of fish wdth 
which the coa^t of Minoica abounds; these, if salted, 
jtticrht make an important article qf exportation. 

iifavigation, in uartieiiltu, piesents to the Minorcans the 
means not only to iiqur'date their debts with foreigners, but 
another source of certain benefit, l^he advantages deiived 
from navigation have raised Holland (o a degree oi power, 
which has placed it in a situation to n\al ihose nations 
whose rortimerce was most •extensive. Navigation alone 
has maintained the smpll republic of Hagiisa, vvh(;se terri- 
tory is so confined, and almost every where covcied 
with barren rocks. The ^iiihalntunts of this little state were 
like porters or earners of the commerce of the Mcdi- 
Wrarfean. They had deserved the confidence of the 
.^merchants of every liading nation, and their ships weie 
wot inactive in port. The Minorcans have, more than 
'any other people, the means of successfully imitating the 
example of those navigators : as they arc almost all semm n, 
the port of Mahon presents evwy coiKcenience for the 
huilding and repairing oi ships. jAccustomed to live fiu- 
gaily, the vicidalling of these vessels would not be very 
expensive: tlieyV'Ould then afford to take in freight at a 
price which would always give them the preference. 

At the time ^vhen the island was in the possession of the 
English, the Minorcan merchantn and seamen enriched 
themselves by tlie prizes taken by their armed vessels. 
Government particularly encouraged these cruisers: tlie 
warehouses of Minorca wete overstocked with merchan-* 
dize of every description, which was exported Jo gtcaj ad- 
vantage into neutral countfies, and smuggled into the porta 
of the po^wcrsjjLhijrh w^re armed against ilie English. 

The commerce and' W^^viga'tiuR of the Minorcans neces- 
sarily ^uflfered from^ilfe existing civctnnsiances at the time 
when they saile^ the British flag; their ships were 

always ready to int^);cept the merchant vessels of Spain 
and France, in the Mediterranean ; thus they brought 
into thl^ir oOUi||ry considerable wealth. To enrich theni- 
wrlves, 4 ^ expeocc of the English uade, it, would 
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iwvw be necessary to ijstablish cruizers in distant lati* 
tKles, as niercUanl ships near home are generaH}’^ 
protected by tlie naval forces. On tlie other hand^ itteir 
own imerchant ships cun scarcely escape the Engli^ 
cruisers,, which are continugilly on the coasts of thc^ 
islands, it is not surprising, Therefore, to see the ports of 
Minorca full pf unarmed vessels, which are laid up to rot 
in a stale of inactivity. 

The comph tion ot the Lazaretto vvill restore, or rather fix, 
tlie prosperity and trade^of the island. The wealth of the 
Spanish ships compelled to go thither .to peifonn their 
quarantine; atid the daily arrival ofibrt^gn vessels, attract- 
ed thither from the same motive, will be the means of 
circulating considerable sums in the island. The naval 
works will also bo another source of riches to tne Minor- 
cans, when peace shall have given liberty and safety to 
the navigator. When the commerce of different nations 
shall have filled the Mediterranean Vith its tings, the port 
of Mahon will offer them a shelter against the temi)est, and 
will find them the necessary* materials Ibr the purpose of 
refitting after a voyage. The Minorcans will prdrit bf 
the facility of their situation, and of the excellence of 
their ports; their industfy and activity will acquire a 
new spring. If the ship-bhilding ua<ler *1110 English 
is a source of wealth to that nation, what may we not 
hope from tliis island becoming the focus of naval re- 
pairs for numerous foreign nations. Perhaps, I repeat 
vvliut I have already said, that to give, in*soine measure, 
the first spring to that prosperity, it would be necessary for 
the court of Spain to grant some years of freedom to the 
|>ort of Mahon. Tlie island pf Minorca, p<^or in local pro- 
ductions, can oqly* supply manufuciurj?s, for which it is by 
IK) means qualified. It fs by her shipping only that Mi- 
«or(*a can enrich herself; it is to that point that the activity 
of the inhabitants should be turned. In giving sup[>oi t and 
encouragement to these views, Spain would presently re-im- 
burse herself for the loss of duties taken off for a time only; 
the charges of keepipg the island o(^ would b^ m> 

longer a burthen on the public treasury. firing lan- 

guishes at present^ and it is proved, that the duties le- 
ceived from commerce and navigation are very insufficient 
for the expences for tlie use of the, soldiery employed by 
government. 

The inhabitants of the Pilhiusian Isles, content with find* 
injT enouidi to satisfy tlteir immediate wants, keip up but 
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a small sliare of comiijerce with ^strangers, nor €ven with 
4^ir neighbours : it is with clifticulty that tfae-y c«a» be p/fe-* 
vailed upon to export even a suiali cjuahtity of wo(i^ilen 
cloth, which is almost entirely consumed by the navy of 
Spain, and some oil which ^goes to Majorca; and these 
trips are only the particular speculations of some captains 
of vessels. The laws of the country but too much favour 
the, natural indolence of the inhabitants, and their wtint of 
inclination for any foreign trade. The exportation of corn, 
oil, and some fruits, arV prohibited. These, islanders, ac- 
customed to sow only the quantity of corn w hich is neces- 
sary for their own l.onjiim{)tion 5 are subject, in those years 
when the crops are not plentiful, to the want of hrtN'id ; and 
in those s( asons that the harvest is abundant, they lose the 
.s«rplas of their consumption, and, \vith, the gieatest in- 
difference, see it rot in their store-liouscs. Would it not be 
wiser to suffer the exportation of this corn to Majorca, 

' Which, in times of scarcity, import it from Africa? On 
reflecting on the advantageous situation of the Pilhiu- 
sian islands, between the twd continents, of ^Europe and 
African, and considering the goodness of the soil, watered 
/by an infinite number of excellent springs, the mildness of 
the climate, the distribution of* the habitations dispcr.^cd 
over the country, and thus, not forming towns (U* cities 
that are too j)opnlous, a distribution so lavourable to the 
labours ‘of agriculture; consideryig iltcse circuinsianccs, 
can one conceive the indigent state of the Ivicans ? iSature 
has herself to SRpply their watits, and docs it not sec lu, at 
the same tiiiie, tcbvcproaeli their indolence. „ 

The language of these islanders is nearly the same as 
that of the Catalonians^ from which it differs only in some 
particular words, and in the pronunciaii’oii of many others. 
A Catalonian is understood perfectly by a Majorcan, a Mi- 
norcan, and an Ivicuu. At the epoch of the conquest of 
this isle by king Jayme the First, a considerable number of 
Catalonian families came and settled here, and iiitro^uced 
the use of the language ofcthcir own country. Muntaner, 
an historiaij, coieinporary with the expedition of king 
Jayme, afiiriii?^'Ti?rs fact, and add^s, that there remained at 
Majorca, of the Moors vvho formerly possessed the island, 
only a certain number of slaves, employed in the cultiva- 
tion of the lands,"* and a few families in easy circumstances, 
who had coibr^eedi chn Benimclis and Dameto, 

J^ajorcan wriiersV derive^ the dialect of iheii;^ country from 
the Limosin : !bui certaiidy there is not the smalle st simi* 
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lanty between these two iliaiccts. On the contrary^a great 
rej^niblance and confurmityj, and even a perfect saincn^^i^ 
tna^be observed between the CaUilbnian language and that 
whiclx is spoken in the soulherii provinces of rrance ; the 
same turn of expression, tbif same pi omiuciation, and 
almost tht‘ same words. The trifling difference which is at 
present observed between these two langnageh, proceeds 
iVoni the habitual connections which consequently existed 
between the Catalonians and the Castilians. "Jbey still 
preserve, in the records o/' Barcelona, some acts written en- 
tirely in I he language of Languedoc, and other dialects of 
the soulhern provinces of France. If remained any 
doubt of the similarity and •conlonnit}' between the two 
languages, it would be leinovcd on seeing* a person from 
Languedoc arrive, for the first time, in Catalonia. He 
would be aide, without the lulp of an interpreter, to express 
his wants ; at the end of eight dayj he converses fiuenilv, 
and in less than a monlli he is a perfect master of the 
language. Coming from Ci^taloiya to the Belcaric isles, 
one is surprised to find any dillicully in making oneself 
perfectly understood, allliough we meet wifh a great*num- 
her of expressions which arc tmlir.cly the s^ime ns jn Cata- 
lonia and Languedoc. But the language of the inhabilafits 
of the Ihilearic is iiow' a .mixed jargon, composed of the 
dialects of the several nations which have successively been 
in possession of these itlancls. The words of vvhicli this 
language is composcHl are a sort of monumental records, 
tiiat may serve to follow the series of Ute intiny revolutions 
which these islanders liave experienced. • Unless one had 
been accustomed from infancy to live in a neighbouring 
country to the Haleuric, it is •difficult to spgalc a language, 
which is that of Languedoc, embarrassed with words which 
arc Syriac, Cartliaginian, Greek, Kornan, Vandal, j^rabic, 
Catalonian, and Castilian. It is not easy to distinguish 
from which of these dialects the pronunciation which most 
prevails among these islanders is derived. A foreigner 
finds it very difficult to acquire,* because of the nasal and 
guttural sounds. Foj* the letter I ig o(itm;^subsrt:i^iUed tiie 
letters; and the letters <f ami e are perpetualry confound- 
ed, For example, they will pronounce ui camie^ for camha, 
the shirt; es pare for d padre, the lather, Never- 

theless, they give the true pronunciation to the article in 
other expressions ; they do not say es rey, the king ; es OisOe, 
the bishop ; b«rt el rep, cl bisbc* liT some villages of Ma*** 
jorc^,- l^llenza, the letter I never loses its*sou|fd m the 
• ^T. SAUV£iUR.] R 
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pronunciation of the article. These defects of language 
are observed in every country;^ where a distawee of eigfj> or 
JVn leagues makes a difference in the pronuneiatio»^’‘and 
the language also varies very materially. A strangeJi vvould 
find himself very much at a^loss, on his arrival at Minorca, 
if tiie islanders of a certain rank were not acqnainied with 
the Spanisli language, and the common people sutheienlly 
so, if not to s[)eak it, at least to nndcrslaud it. At Minorca 
we find many persons^ particularly among merchants and 
seamen, who write and sperdv very well botli French and 
English. The length of time that this island was possessed 
by each of theset:nations, has made the use of these lan- 
guages very familiar to the inhabitants. 

As for the Ivicans, thev^ diiTer in tlicir jargon hy a 
more giutural prouuiiciation, and vyry few of liiein under- 
stand any Spanish. » 

I observed with surprise, and some regret, that in these 
islands, while the ink’ll pride themselves on the study and 
use of the Spanish language, the women obstinately persist 
in that of their own noisy f argon ; even when they know 
theeSpanish. One can only impute this ridicuioiis iiabit to 
the extreme vanity of the sex, and not to that difiidoiice 
which is always an ornament to beauty. 


CHAP. Xll. 


COSTUME OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE BALEARICS AND 

PlTHlUi^ES. ANTIQUITIES OF THESE ISLANDS. 

*/ 

In reflecting on tlie variety of costumes which are still 
preserved by the inhabitants of the Balearic's, 1 fancied lhall 
discovered, as in their dialects, sora^ interesting vestiges 
of the many revolutions they have experienced. Without 
referring to what is said by Diodorus, of the custom of the 
first naked, let 'us lake them IVom the 

time of their civilization, "THeir clothing was then com- 
posed of tiie skins ot aiiunals ; from whence is the epithet of 
Sis?'hiodiics, wM\cU was given them by the poet Lyco|)hron. 
At the present time* this dress is still to be seen among the 
Majorcam shepherds. The husbandman, careless about 
incideru fashions, preserves the habit of His ancestors : and 
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in's oostnine a kind of* iiionumerual record of « very 
aiio^f date. His calotte or cap, short hair, his Iro^*^ 
coat,\iis large hrc^echcs, and Ids shoes without buckles, 
recai to the mind tlu* Greeks, who were the fust allies of the 
inhabilants of the ilaiearies. The sort of short j etticotit, 
which they wear ova r thei» breeches, ajjpeais to be the 
sagfim of the Utunatis, in liine of peace. 

Tlu'se islanders have not adopted the use of t!'e redy a 
net in wltleli the (doihs eontlncd their hair. It !s raMter 
surprising that this head^-dre. s, whieh is ^o eiitvei Sit 1 in 
Sj)ain, has not gained admittance in tl^e isiaiah. who h 
have mostly been peopled from ihetifm^t’ lf)( eoi .^uest of 
king.layine hy Ciitalonlans, nnHuigsl whom the red s stida 
disiiiigMishing part of t he costume. Of the hiihit of the i t< tlii; 
the lshuid('rs havb oi?lv retained the tunic, wl.Ci h the 
ancients ealhd slringCy and which they wore over ttien other 
ganuents, in their coimtrv emf)loyine 4 ils. 

Their eoslninc lias also some i(‘semt)lanee to that of tire 
prc'^.ent (ireeks, who are un(lei*ili(j dominion of the Turks : 
if rt?cals to oiH* remembrance the reiun of tlie Moor^ in the 
Ihileaiies. '|’he islanders dilTer piirlicularly fVoas the CJfc'cks 
in the length of tiie liabit, \yhicli tlu^y wciir inneh slunter ; 
and they have not adopted tlie custom oi’ weinmg whis- 
kers 4)11 the ni)per lip, nor do lliey wmar the turhan. 

On Test ival days the poasjmt lass aside Ids usual co.-^tume, 
and appears in the Sjuinislt dress of the time of king J ivme 
the bil^t. On seeing the black cap<‘t the large plifiti'd rufl, (A>- 
■''cring tile shoulders and part o( ilie breast; and the vast liat, 
turned up o:i ^acii sidt', n*s( uibling tiiat wonTby the ecclesias- 
tics of llie present day, one may alnjost fancy that we are still 
in the thirlcenth cenljiry. VV^cfiwHl e xactly this#;<*stnine in the 
many portraits of tliatagc^ T'hc simple inhabitant ol tiie 
country, in these vestments, the connection of which with 
the time of his ancestors he is totally unacquainted witli, 
lives luippy in the iHisorn of a mimeroais family, and knows 
not the pbison of the luxury which corrupts the moials in 
ciriespind towns. 

At Papua, at Maho#i, and even at»Jvitfr;4,ligjjcyioes not 
remain the smallest vestige*of llie <*ostmnes of the ancient.?. 

1 he laticlava is no Tonger known but from history, though 
Strabo asserts that it was invented by the in^jabilants of the 
Balcarics. Those who inbhbit the towns and cities of these 
isles, prefer the European habit, particularly thi't of the 
rrench, and tli^y are very fond of Arearing a military uni— 
form. exception, however, of the Mint)rci|us. 
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'Hie women in the capital, as in /he other islands, have th# 
euslnmc, iroiu the inai chioiiess of the first htmilj^to 
t}^e meanest domestic?,* wliit'h they wear in the hoi^^e'as 
well as abroad. The hcad-ilrcss is a kind of nnn’s /ouble 
handkcrciiicd'. Tiic upper o^ie, which covers the head, is 
longer than the cliin, and leaving Ciiily the fac’c to he seen, 
it spreads over the shoulders, and reaches half way down 
the hack. Tiu' two corners are cross(‘d in front on the 
hosoiii. Tliis head-dress, as simple as brcoining, is ealled 
rcboziUo, and is the part of liie cosUime <:>!i which the 
women set the hi^lusi, value, 'riiese n^boziUos are g(Muv 
rally of fhi.c inusli)>: sgoilo;>(‘d. M any of them are vaUiahle, 
from the (juautity oi’ net dle-work with which they are tiina- 
rnented. and the exptnisive lace \\ith whieli they are 
trimmed. ’The Wf/niert auiong the cf)ni'n-m pfcplc M>ine- 
times Wear tii'cm made of p/inled calieo, b i iiiorc eene- 
raliy of a coarser hiu>hn, and trimmed well a colourtHt 
ribbon. Women fo/’a moniniinj: iiaiel wear a hiaek 

rebozilh), for a mao* relation, ;.ind a Nviute one, liimmed 
with blaek ribbon), for a niore*(listani (Viend. 

' l ira Miiuo'ean women wt ar t>s('r this head dress a second 
rebozillo, matle. of C‘)arst‘ led eloih, oruanieutrd wiih rib- 
bon, whicli is generally yeiiotV. lebozillo is tmly 

worn wilhoui doors ; it is called the fucufcic. 

The women of Ivica wear the rebozillo of a yellow 
colour; it is eilber of coarse elo’h, or piinled (‘a!i(‘<» of a 
very e/rd in ary quality. A stranger who sees, for lire first 
time, the women of these IMands, cannot hedp adiuiring 
tb'C beauty of '"’n.eir liair, which fails tx.lov' the waist, 
flowing at length, cmredessly in the wind, ilut what is his 
surprize when jie is inlornied that these beautiful tre^ses aie 
o.niy artificial.? I lis astonishincni increases when h(^ sees 
the most t harming young woinefi carry the ridiculous iblly 
so far as to sacrifee their own beautiful hair, the finest or- 
Bament of nature, to their prejudices in favour of this 
absurd fashion, and to take it from the head to which it 
belonged, to wear it res a false tail. Wliat purpose, it may 
be asked, /Joes ^this absuidity answer/ It is in vain to try 
to accourii iuf 7t.*” 'uie islaudcirs themselves can give no 
reasoii for the practice. When I have attempted to find 
fault with the head-dress of their women, they retorted on 
me the wigs worn byj^ur ladies,, and indeed they seemed to 
bave some reas<m on their side. In faetj nothing cun be 
.more disgusting than tlic head of Drie cjf* our elegantes 
covered^ \vijji false hair. They endeavour excuse this 



extraordinahy head-dresses. 133 

SI)Stinlity by tlie pretext convenience; but we are never- 
thde?:s at liberty to believe that vanity alone gave fiirih tosi# 
this ^sliion. (3ur French women, 1 hope they will pardon 
ine, not so wise as the toxes In tiie wiio would 

not itiend to tlie counsel of that lox amcnig them, who, 
Jkiv a}g lost his own tail, advised them to ciitolF theirs. 

At Ivica it is not unusual in the eouulry meet women 
v.earing a cow’s tail, adth^d in the remains of her own hair. 
V\ e may lavi ^onaidy dotibt \vlu‘t Inn* this fieddoii -extcricls be- 
vojid the Pithiiises. 'i'hc Minorcans adways wear a corset 
tJ* hlark silk, sliflentMl with trong w halehone, which (‘on- 
inu's the body tightly, and often pvevejiy^he prop«*r growth 
oi‘ the ho^oLii, IVom which prot'ceds too many ineonve- 
niencies, ainl probably this is one (»i' the causes of tiie pain- 
Ini iOid ibtai acr'nicIfr^iicntH so frcoiiciit: at Majorca. The 
sleeves me also u oin very nungjWf and lenuinate above the 
elbow. 'I hey are made open in i’rontof the arm, and sreni 
to be only what s(‘mpshesses call hasted logt'ther: but in a 
monri'iiig habit they arc sewed ep (dose; they are orna- 
mt'oedwitli several buUons*<d’ e/)!d or silver, and some- 
tifui^ of precious stones. 'i’Ijis is a part of Majorcan* 
ext 1 a^ a-hiuce. Idiese tight siee\<^s provei'i>ng the free 
co'i'ulation of the blood, (^o not leave the arm room to 
ae(p:ii<' itsnaiura! iimmlm^ss and beauty. In general, the 
-M Wv)imMi are narrosv (?heslcd, and have the arm 

ii!“:onned and i bin. this observation oi’ a strapgcr, in 

oiber i\ spe(‘ts iin admirer of their beaiuie.s, merit their in- 
clalgeme. d’dic c'orsel is orrfamented in lli'ont with two 
row5ol“ siiv('j- buckle's, jdaecd lo’igvvays, iii^d answering the 
purpose of our laces, to fasten the (Jre.-s close. But it is 
oulv ihi; w'iv(*s ol* trn.desmen and lueelianics who vvear tlicse 
lauvlvles: the ladies have substituted a st(;ina(‘her, fastened 
down the sides with rihlionPs, or ornamented wdtii very small 
buttons, 'idle women of a lower class and servants wertr a 
half sleeve of cloth, over the sleeve of the corset. The 
petticoat is generally black; but sometimes in the house 
they wear them of white or jitinted calico. The black 
petticoats are ornanunied with fringes ol* silk, cotton, or 
worj^ted, and soineiitnes ojtly.wilii a 'I’liey 

arc always worn shut l, to sliow' the lower part of tlie leg, 
T|ie Majorcan women jiride tlicmsclves on always being 
ivell dress<!d about the fc(it ; tlieir shoes irtive very high 
heels. Tim ornaments worn by rich persons, and those in ' 
easy circumsta^’cs, consist of a netjdace of pearls, which 
iinflorr tt'i A rpl^i'syi 1 1 rt . falls heloVV tllC _ StOmUCll • 
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jniedal ftr cross of gold is generUxly attached to it, and 
Sometimes a Maltese cross, l iicy vverir round the Wfi^ a 
gold chain* which on or.e side hangs the length of th/pet- 
ticoat, and is terniinnted by aii ornament <»f the sarnie pre- 
cious metal, on the lel’t side, tied with a rihbon, or fastened 
with a small gold chain to the corset ; they w'car a medal- 
lion, enclosing the portrait of th.e father, Ute luisband, or 
the lover, but. in (U'c generally the picture of a saiiit. The 
IViajorean v\a)mca also wear watches, and load iheir fingers 
with a nuniher of rings. . When«Lliey go out, they cover 
themselves w ith a ^ong muslin veil, or one of bl^n k cloth, il 
tin y are in mourning/ 'I'his tliey call the matuiiia. hey 
always carry in one liand a long chaplet, ornameutrd with a 
large gold tassel, at the end of which hangs a cross or 
nicfial. ^ * *■ 

The inorenns shew less fasic and fanc^y in their rlrcss. 
Thicy also wear corse ts, and flowered silk jx-iticoais; some 
of them arc (*ven embroidered with gold or silver. 1 hey 
plait them very full on Uie Itipj?* and make Uiem as stiff as 
, possible. '’I'hvjs nothing can i.'e more enciiinbcreil than a 
Minorcan huly in a gala dre^s; v. i.en they sit uovm^, they 
remind me of our old ladies in jn.a)p pcttieoais. 

The women in the country gemnodly \\( ar under tl o chin, 
where tlie rebozilio is fasleoed, a huge bow or k..i)i of 
ribbon, which tijcy cal] the fl(K|ue. 'I'his ornament is often 
niade of leather. I'his {lo(|uc s/ems to he a part of the 
thick ruffs formerly worn ipund the neck hy the ancient 
Spaniards. The v ooirm of thc‘ pr*asantry nevt r go out 
without a large Viat, hke tlnit worn by the im Ti, but orna- 
mented with a black ve!v(*l. ribbon, the ends of whicli fly in 
the wind hchifxl the head. They, likp the women oi‘ tlic 
lowTr class in the lowiC', have^ a sort of apron of striped 
calico, the whole of whieli is gathered close, and seems 
only to be a thick plaited ornament dow n the front of the 
petticoat. 

At first slglu, the rc'bozillo is the most striking part of the 
costume of liie wnumn oT these islands. Tins head-dress^ 
of is now to bu found, except in c*on- 

vents of nun^, was worn in FTante from the time of the Me- 
rovingians until the lime of the reign of Ch'brlc& the Eighth, 
It was worn iji Spain till the resign of Charles the Fifth. 
We still see on the* •man sc. leu irfs of Poplet the statues of 
princesses lepresentef w ith the rcbozillo Saints of those 
days were also ()ainted in this coslume.V Tlie rebozillo 
‘ . .j 1 ^.^ introduced in these ‘iglaatls-.Uy tho 
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^falonian women who settled here, at tlie time of 
ic ctmqufst of, king J a vine the first. Fatlier Mariana re- 
ites*^llmt ilic Spanish women changed the vebozillo for 
le uiikuiiia in the reign of Philip the First, in the year 
506. ^ 

According to Armstrong, the ‘antiiiuities of the Balearics 
lay b«^ divided into three clashes. In the firsi, sl ould be 
laced those oi‘ the most reinoie periods ; in th<^ sc^cond, 
lose btiongingHo ti;c Uomans; and in the third the auti- 
uilie:> o( the Moors. 

la sucli distribution, thi.'? aiitlior places in tin* first class 
le inomiuicnt^, w'llich the islanders cailj|!ic altars of the 
it utiles. 1 saw several of tin g* In tin? ishmcl of Minorca. 
1ie des( rijnion vvhit'h Armstrong gives of one of* these, 
hich is siiiuited two miles to the F.S.F. of Aiayor, seems 
me to he v<*ry exact. ^ 

It is bmlt on an entinence, and surrounded by a wall of 
irge Hat slon(*s, perfectly well joiiAid together. This 
ncl »sure forms a circular plan ol about two hundred yards 
iainet^n-. In the center is a^arge* heap of rougli stones, 
iled one on another without any cement. 'i"hey form a 
one of about liiirty yards diruneter, and nearly i!u* .-aine in 
e-ght. 'I'here is a cavity in the base, the cr.irance of 
;inch faces ihesca.ili, and into which a man may enter by 
lot>ping. They have cut around this pyramid a way nbuut 
hree feet wide, hy which one may go to the summit, a 
arge flat s| ace, where ^even or eight peo[)ie may easily 
laud. Fi' in hence may be set-n, to the soty.!), a view of 
he sea, and on every other side an extens'^f prosiicct of 
he eountrv. *\\ itlun the enclosure, at soiin* distance from 
he pyra and, arc two square stones, one of them placed per- 
HUid'Ci. Uirly, and ihe»other hoi'izouLail y on life top of* the 
irsi. 'F; e one on the top sixteen idet long and seven 
n^oad, and is tw^enly inelies in thickness. The other seems 
o bi‘ m arly the s«ime size, imt it cannot be measured very 
‘xaclly, because it is partly sunk in thee^aiih. There is no 
jace of a chissel, and it is thought th.it there was nevei 
^ny inscription nor other sculpture on this monument. 

'riiese two sluiKs^ fi^nn llu .r ^s'tuatii^n tc 

lave been an altar. fliil stone prohahly was used foi 

Uie sa rifices : but as it was very, high above the level oj 
the toound, and consiqucntly out of lhe'-iit*ac li-oii-rtrt 
pncit, there is no doubt but tlint ilicic nTu^t nave been steps 
bv rnPMnQ rif iAthun) lw» . T'hi'i < ’nii u*r! m e is ioundci 
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on tlj(* povsition and shape of the stones which ate fouiSd at 
the iboL of this altar. ^ 

As for the pur[>()se fop which the islanders jnirht have 
raised these heaps, Diodorus of Sicily tells us that .^die inha- 
bitants of the lialcarics piled stones on the graves of the 
dead: and it is thought that they only erected inoiiuineiM?; 
in honour of disiingiii^lied persons, and very pro]>ably on 
opening these pyramids th(‘re would be fot^jud luiman bones. 
Tliese Ix.^aps of stones present a kind of mntc history, be- 
fore the invention of writing, \\:hich serve to |)erpetiuite the 
remembrance of their great men, while the songs whi(di 
are iransinittcd^com iaUher to son may be esteemed as the 
commentaries. In raising these kind of py rain ids, the 
isUuidors seem also to have bad anotiier purpose in view. 
Such monuments are always placid en eminences, and so 
distant from each other, that tiu'y may hv. seen from every 
part ot’ the country, Jt is probable that . they were at the 
same time intended for so many watch towers, by means of 
which they could dis{ ovc/ the approaches of an enemy, 
and from wdiich they might make signals to put ilic ialui- 
bitants on their guard, am! give them time to join, and Itieet 
the foe, or to hide themselves in the eaves of the rocks. 
These pyramids \v(U’e also called by the islanders ‘^aiha- 
lais a name totally inaj>plic:.il>!e, if they were not used as 
watch towers. 

M.Camhry, in his work on «thc Celtic monuments, in tlie 
Etymological Vocabulary, gives the following explanation 
of the woi‘Tl atalaya : — Atalaya, tiie name of liie altars 
or stone buri?d places of the Haiearic.s, in Hie form of tlic 
nipple of a woman's Iweast. Of the Spanish atalaya, 
which sign,',fies, 1st, 'Fow^^ror turret ol' ohi-m vation ; £dly. 
Sentinel placed in the atalaya, from whence ate. lays, to 
keep wMteh. These words uhpear to be derived iVom.thc 
Cclto-Gaulic. Adail, edil'ce from a aiiginentation, and tal, 
elevated, and, from the Spanish Icrminaiion aya, which 
answers to the Eieneli termination ailie, in antiquail le. I'hus 
the atalaya of the Bidearics is the ap;ec speculator urtiy or 
field of sentiiy.ds,, in the Bible: the menticukis of the 
MoiXWX wiiicli Jatsebim^ chilled the watch tower of the 
country, and whicdi St Jerome has translated a high place. 
The atalaya answers, therefore to the w^ord, as v\u ll as to the 
thing, vv itlf the alt^ire of the Latins, Festus says, ^^Altaria ah 
aUiauninc did a sintt, (juod antique dus superis in ecdejiciis^ 
a terra exaltcUis sacrc J'adcbant/* which entirely explains 
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tfce atAlayas^ and confirmsihe etymology. From the Celtic 
tal, elevated, cbmes the French taille, hauteur ; the t?panish<a< 
tallo, \tailla, talludo, of grand sizd ; tulle, tige, iiod the 
Latin aallere, elevated, raised.’’ 

If we consider the situation, of this isle, and the many 
nations to which it has been subjected at difleient times, 
we must be convinced the inhabitants must have lived in a 
state of continual alarm. It w^as therefore very natural for 
a ^people thus exposed, to contrive an expedient which 
would serve at ohee to gajn time, ^to repulse the enemy, or 
to shelter themselves from injury- , ' 

The way made round these ascend to the 

summit, and the cavity which^mljN't serve as a retreat to 
th^se appointed as watchmen, leave no doubt that these 
monuments were raised as much for the protection of the 
islanders, as to honour the munory of their dead. 

The situation of the altars near these pyramids naturally 
explains itself. It appears plain tHat the priests, w^hose 
duty it w^as to appease the wrath of the Gods, or invoke 
their favour by their prayers and sacrifices, placed ihent on 
t®b spot from whence the danger was first discovered :♦ 
respect for leligion caused them to surround these altars 
with a wall, to protect theift fioin the approach of either 
men or beasts. 

The simplicity of these altars is a proof of theij anti- 
quity. In tlie first ages o^ the world, all the ceremonies of 
icligion were comprised in offering sacrifices to the Gods. 
I’he altars were only made of ^arth and som^ stones placed 
on an emiiuMice. The Celtic diuids multiplied these altars 
wherever they went; and numbers of them arc still to be 
seen on the mountains of Scotland, in Ireland, and many 
other places. * 

The construction of pyfamids built of rough stones of 
different shapes and sizes, placed one on another, as if by 
chance, and without any cement to join them together, are 
manifestly cyclopian. 

I remarked in some places of the island of Majorca, the 
ruins of walls composed of enormous stones pl^^d one on 
another, without cement.^ The aqueduct '•of 'Swfticlle, at 
Pollenza, also seems to be of a construction anterior to 
that of the Romans.. " _ 

Numberless medals hawe been found ia ^l Mi^j Bakaii ' CST ' 
and, acxrording to Vargas, among such as have been dis- 
covered in th^ island, of Majorca, me distinguished thos& 
ST. sAvvet^.] a 
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)f Metellus, v hich are mentioned l>y Fulvius-Urseihtr.*?^ 
/aillant, and others. Dam Thomas-Andr^ de Oussemc 
nciitions, that, according to Goltzius^ a medal was «triick 
n commemoration of the contjuest of the lialearics, 'in the 
>ear of Rome 6‘30, by ilie consul Quintus Cecilius Metelius, 
mrnnraed the Ralearian. On the principal side is aQ, and 
•lear it a Jupiter's head crowned with laurel : on the reverse 
?s a Victory crowning a trophy, with this inscription round 
it, Q. Metellns Balearic/' This medal, which being con- 
:^ulary, should have been struck ot Rome, ivhere the farniiy 
of Cecilia resided, seems to be the same as that mentioned 
by Vargas. The^'-'^^Hah of Canopus is very scarce ; but 
Some of Augiisius, with the’ palm, are to be seen ; some 
ofCrispus, some of the ronsularies M. Balhus, ilostilius, 
Sacerua, and Decius, with the counte. sign of Majorca, little 
known and verv scarce. Some of Gordian, the African ; 
some of Domiiia and of Pul<*heria; and about live hundred 
of gold and silver have been found at Santagni, forming a 
collection from llic time of Galba to that of the change of 
the empire.'. There have also been found several medals with 
tinkiibwn letters, and whicli are supposed to belong to He 
time of the Celtes. 

in Minorca have been found medals of the Phtrnicians, 
the Carthaginians, some of the kings of Macedon, of 
Jliilip, the father of Alexander the Great, some of Alex- 
ander, and of Lysimaciius. Some Celtibcrifm, that is to 
say, belonging to the cities of Spain, situated lor the 
part in Celtibe'fia, and whose unknown character makes any 
explanation verjf difficult; some belonging tc the cities of 
Greece, as Athens, lipbesus, Samos, and othms; some of 
fsismes, Marseilles; sonic belonging to the municipalities 
and Spanish colonics under the douiiiiion of liie Romans ; 
in short, some of all the emperors, empresses, Cacstirs and 
tyrants, who at different periods governed the empire of 
‘Rome, either a part or the whole, from the time of its be- 
ginning until the sixth century of the Christian aera. Seve- 
rn J of the imperial medals, and those of the colonies had 
counter-niarks, as D. *">. P. 1). and o*^hei’s. 

Don KVdie Alonse (TCrouleyt in his Castilian translation 
of the Kssiiys of AtWisod on Meifals, p. S15, placo^? 
•onpn^^those unexplained a Latin medal of Minorca in the 
follow ih^t^dis, translated from the Spanish : ‘^ Minorca 
on medal not understood, a head 'wbich might be sup- 
^posed to be that of Neptune; on ^ hor^^c, with a 

crown (if laurel. In the exergue. Minor,’ . . . , a little ef- 
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Tt seems to belong to the island of Afinorc^, which 
is called insula minor, or Balearis^initior, or simply minoi^^ 
in an inscription, I’his medal is of bronze. 

It u? astonishing, that there has never since been found 
in Minorca any one of the same kind. It seems to belong 
to the island, and probably was struck there, according to 
the custom of the ancients. The head of Neptune might 
characterize the first inhabitants of IMinorca, who distrn- 
gtlislied themselves by their cruises at sea, from the time 
of the Homans : but us iV|r the man on horseback, on the re- 
verse, we find nothing in the ancient writers to support tiie 
conjccliire of an afiinily with the inhabitants. On 

the contrary, it is well knou*n tliat they always fought ou 
foot. Then- principal weapon, the sling; was not at all 
proper to be used. by n horseman. Tiiere is no author that 
makes any mention of their liWscs. 

Among this quantity (»f medals, there are many of gold 
and ot silver ; but the most of them are bronze of diflereut 
sorts. 

They account for such an extraordinary number of me- 
dals, by the favourable situation of the island for life pa^ 
sage of the east with the west, and of Spain with Italy and 
AlVica. As another cause *of this quantity of medals, they 
nJCnLion the arrival of several Sjmnish families, who, at 
the beginnii»g«f the fiftli century, driven by the Suevi, the 
VaiidaU, and otlrer harharians, sought an asylum in tire 
island <;f Minorca. 'J’he bishop, St. Severus, who at that 
epoch filled the see of Minorca, mentions this event in one 
of his lelltMib. 

They still coiuinue to find in this island medals, which 
are almost alt of the Homan pmperors and <juipresses; some 
of them are rather k'arcc, such as those of Galba, Clodius 
Albinus, the young Gorduin, the African ; Quiinillius, Au- 
lelian, and Severma his wdfe ; Helena, the wife of Con- 
stantins ChlorusJ ; Elia Fiacilla, the first wife of the great 
Theodosius, See. Aledaisof Rome and Constantinople, 
of the time of Constantine the Great, are also very com- 
mon. 

As "for the medals of tl^e rime of tlie ArabsT^^iich were 
found in tlie Balearics, they were almost all of silver ; many 
of them have been melted down, and it does not appm tbac 
any of them have been explained. . ' ' 

There was also found at Minorca a gothic medal, struck, 
according to mil appearance, at the end of the thirteen4k 
ccutury ; it i/of small bronze ; on one side, ia a circle, a 
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jead turned to the left, wearing aft open crown with .flotver* 
d work, and round it itvc inscription, AlphoiVftus rex. The 
evorse side presents an escutcheon, with the bars of Arra- 
^on, and the inscription, Minoricariim. VV^e meefe with 
jthef medals, vrbero the heao! shews the full face, No nn- 
iiismatic author has mentioned these medals. The most 
irobable opinion is, that they were struck by the order of 
^Iphonso the Third, king of Arrngon, in memory of the 
conquest of the island of Minorca, which was taken from 
he Moors in 1286. i 

On the side of the island of Majorca, near Pollenza, in a 
)lace wliicli is the colony, there have been found 

401110 remains of antique sculpture; among tliese is to be 
listinguislied ahead in tolerable preservation, which is sup* 
josed to belong to a statue of Mctellus. •* 

Among the statues of brbnze I saw a small Hercu* 
es ; a leg and a finger of extraordinary size, finished 
with a great deal of care ; a figure of a man bathing; and a 
;mall bull, I was shewn alsQ several cinerary and laehi v* 
natory urns, with some sepulcliral lamps, all of them of 

They have also discovered in the island of Minorca, scvc- 
ii\ small statues in bronze, representing the Egyptian, 
3reek, and Roman divinities, such as .Diana, Cui)i(!, For* 
:una, Isis, Apis, Osiris, &c. but none of tlRin are (>f very 
ine workmanship. The statues siiew that the worship of 
hose divinities was established in the island of Minorea. 

Almost the Vhole of the literary curiosities have been 
aken away by thb diiTercnt nations, which have allernately 
lossessed tlie island of Minorca during the last century ; it 
s principally iw- the colleclioiKS at London and Madrid that 
he most cmious relies of- the ancient history of the lia- 
earics are to be met with. 

At Minorca there have been found a great quantity of 
vases, sepulchral lamps, and cinerary and lachrymatory 
irns, all of a red efu th. We know from history, that the 
Remans were not tlie on I}' people wdio had the custom of 
nclosingBjj^ig assies ^of the dead in urus. It was also estab- 
ished among tiic Carihaginiuns»and Celts. The whole of 
hese vases difl'er not the one from the other neither in 
f" ^ Q tn a t e r i a 1 s . It is difficult to distinguish whose 
ishes Tnese'^ffrus enclose; some*of them bear inscriptions, 
n Roman characters, which decide the question as far as' 
• ■elates to them, VargAs, in his description vf the island of 
MajorcaJ has two Roman inscriptions incniioncd by M, 
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Serra, of Majorca, in a ^ilisscrtaiion on the antiquities of 
that island. In the originals of these two ihscri))lipns seve^^ 
ral letters were cntirelv elfaccfd, and spiiees left, which M. 
Serra .thought be was able to lill up. The authenticity of 
these two inscriptions is not pijoved. One may doubt also, 
that th(*y were found in tlic island of Majorca. It is from 
this uncertainty that 1 have omitted giving them a place in 
this work. 

Sc'-nal Roman inscriptions have been also discovered in 
the i:^lau(l of Minorca, ‘e^iL most of them arc so iiiucheik 
fac(*d that it is impossible to read a single. word. 

in one of these inscriptions only tl^Jirst line cun be dis- 
tinguished : 

Q. CORNELIO. .. 

It is a reasonable conjcctnr#*, that the rest of the inscrip- 
tion ex[)ic‘ss the gratitude of the islanders for the services 
rendered them by tliis Uomriii. 

Another, in better preservation, is consecrated to tlie 
memory ol‘ Lucius I'abius : 

L. FAIUO. LF. 

Q Vi it 

AED.^II VIR. Ill 
FI.AMIM. DIVOR 
Aid. R. P. MA(1 
OIL IrtUL'FA. EIL S 
MKRITA 

This insciiption is engraven on a^gra^e-stone, which is 
fixed into the wall of a lioiise at Maluui. 

According to Titus Liviiis, there was a city in rite island 
of Minorca, at the*e|>:)ch of*the‘punic war.* 

Pliny the elder, who vtroie towards the end of the first 
century of Jesus Christ, speaks of three cities w^hich were 
tlien in existence in the island of iVlinorca, and >vhich were 
called Magon, Jcunnon, and Sanicera ; and, according to 
St. Severus, bishop of Minorca,, the twq first were founded 
by tiie Canfiaginians. 

Several modern vvriters h;ive fofIo\?ed tl.r.jui3*pinion of 
bishop St, Severps *, others insist that one might with equal 
justice give their foundation to the early Plujenicians, that 
they might serve them fo/ ports in the v/ 
constantly making to Spain. To this day there have never 
been found any ancient medals of these cities iti characters, 
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itlicr Phoenician or Carthaginian^ which could assist ‘tO 
leridc the question. 

Armstrong s[)eaks of another city under tlie name of La- 
jon, of which no vestiges remain to point out llie place 
where it had o^isted. According to that author, one might 
suspect that the city was the same rs tlje present A layer ; the 
nodern name seems to assist the conjecture ; life consonain*?^ 
^ and V are often confounded in pronnneialion hy most ot 
ihe people of the South. Instead of l/ihon, it should be 
pronounced Lavon, which mi::h| have in tl»e course of 
time been pronounced Laion, then Laior, and at length 
Alaior. This ety^:*“;^ivgy may sccmii ingenious, but it docs 
not account for the silence of ancient writers on the exist- 
ence of Lidion. 

Neither does there remain any tra^'f^s ef tlie }>lace where 
Sanicera, a city inentioued by Pliny, v, lis sitinited. It is 
conjectured that it was l ailt on tJie shoie of the port For» 
nels ; but no discover} lias i>een made to supjvu t this 
opinion. 

It is certain that t!ie Minorcans wbre in the pay of the 
'Carthaginians, and signalized themselves in the wars which 
they had to sustain ; it is therefore the more .>nrprising, thrit 
in the number of Carthaginiau'medals which are ff'und in 
the island of Minorca, there are none which W(. rc struck at 
the epoch of the fonndution of the three cities, whose 
names ancient writ< vs liave tnmsi^iitted to ns, Jt is, )jow- 
ever, not impossihie that such medals may yet he found in 
some future rlsearchcs. It is not long since Pluvnit ian, 
Ccltiberian, andciionian medals, were found in Spain, of 
which there was no prior knowledge. , 

As for the aytiquities belonging to (he time of the Moors, 
there arc still to be seen al Majorca some ruins of buildings 
wliicli arg in tolerable prcserva*iion. The country house 
belonging to an individual at Eufabia, was formerly, ac- 
cording to general opinion, a pleasure house of a Moorish 
prince, who reigned over part of the island of Majorca. Ja 
fact, the ancient part of this habitation has all the charac- 
ters’ of thoi.constru^^jLioj^i and taste of tjtie Arabs, both in the 
architectiilt and ornamental partes. 

Over the gate of the convent pf St. Marguerite, may be 
^ggnj^tone Ivearing an inscription, the characters of w hich 
aretSrSWt'^^ they.are so inueh eflaced that it cannot be 
ycad. 

The mon^s of J.<a Mcrci preserve a vase »}hich they say, 
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belonged to the time of the Moors; it is a sort of earthea 
ware. * , 

At Minorca are the ruins of a Moorish castle, on Mount 
Agatha, Over the gate of one of the towers is an inscrip- 
tion in the Arabic language, hut tlierc remains only some 
almost effaced (rai es. 

On an arch which is at the east exlremily of tiie parish 
of Mahon, is to he seen tl)e following inscriplion in Gothic 
letters : 

XVT ..I. . FEHROARII 
ANNO. ONI. biCrLXXXVI. 
ro. PilESA. lA. \ V.\. OL^^IiNORCA 
IL N. A. M. 

NOS. BON R£Y. D’ARRAGO. 

This iiiscription, v;’:icli I Imre copied in more intelligible 
characters, rclers tijc roTH|uest (>f the island, on the Kith 
of February, F2S(>, by Alphonso, kidg of Arragon. It set- 
tles to a cerLainty the epoch of that conquest. 

Near the centre of the city*of Aialion are the remains of 
a gate, which is manifestly Arabic ; it serves us an eatfanctf 
to a street called the Old Ravalle. 

There is no doubt but tlmt the Moors, during the time 
of il>eir do;uinioii in the Balearics, built a number of 
mosques and other edifices which have been destroyed by 
lime, and probably iTioreJ)y the fanaticism of religioji, ai 
the epoch when christianily was established in the island. 
The custom of tlie Moors of using stones of an enormous 
size in the ^construction of their bulldiiigs, winch wane 
placed one on another, without regularity, and almost 
such as they found them on the earth, or as Uiey dug them 
out of the quarries, •strengthens th(' opinion tluit they weie 
the authors of most of the ifthalaias, ur watcl •tovvcis, which 
are found in the island of Minorca. 


CHAP. XIII. 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF TUE BALEARICS AND UltlULSKS^ 

Before TPhE most ancient names by which the Balearics 
Christ, Pithiuses were known, all of a Phdjnicjitw;-^ 

Greek cii:gin, leaves no doubt but these^pcople weie 
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Btrforr t-lie first that settled ther(T. This opinion con< 
lirmed by Strabo. According to lliis autlior, the Boeo- 
tians and the Bhodians, a short time after the famous 
siege of Troy, came and established colonies in the 
Balearlos. 

663. The Cartbag Inians, masters of tbe Pithiuses, at- 
tempted to invade the Balearics, but they were not 
able to stand against a shower of stones limited with 
astonishing celerity by tbe islanders whose principal 
wa apon was the sling. • 

7’hey renewed the enterprizfg and Averc not more 
fortunttto iiV^^^v^iccond exp(iditiun, which was from 
tlie ports of Sicily. 

Iliinilcon and lianno, Carthaginian generals, 
in going from Carthage to Spain^ .arrived at the Jia* 
Ic'iirics ; they did not attempt to land hy force of 
arms, but presgnted themselves as iViends : subtil in 
their conduct ; the mildness ot* their manners eon- 
ciliated the minds of ijie iahahitanls, who seemed to 
be untameable, yet iliey submitted W’ithout resistance, 
to a yoke thus presented with demonstrations of 
friendship. They saw with satisfaction the settle- 
inenls which their new guests busied lh(‘ij!i'^elves in 
forminij. The Carthaginians laid the fi.andaiions of 
two cities in the island of Miiiorca, to which they 
gave the names of their^-most famous genera !>. — 
Magon built JMahon, and liauno founded Jamrion, 
or JamV 

406. ^riie ntKives of thcf^e islands took a part under the 
banners of tlte Carthaginians, and five linndred re- 
nonwc4 slingers followed them for the first time, 
when they went to Sicilv, to punish the Agrigen- 
tines for their treachery they continued their ser- 
vices in the army which marched against Deny?, 
tlic tyrant ol Syracuse, lu this second expedition, 
these islands furnished a new reinforcement of tlnee 
hiindied slingers.* These troops signalized tlieui- 
anc^h^d the greatest .share in tlie success of 
the’ Carthaginians, liauno, irj the entire conquest 
ot Sicily, received succours fronX the Balearics, which 
d etermi ned the victory in his favour. 

isluryJers served with the same zeal in the 
expedition of the Carthaginians against Pyrrhus, 
whom they conipeiied to abandon Sicily. 

250 Coiiqui tors ot the Komans, the Ckrthaginians 
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Before turned in triiimpli tcf Mnjorca^ puffed up with* iheii. 

Cijnsi. vi,-tories, they behaved \vitl\ arrogance, and con- 
ducted themselves in such a manner as to cause the 
inhabitants to revolt^ take up arms and drive them 
out of t!]e island. Il-irnilcar, by his mildness 
calmed the resentment of the islanders, and tiiey 
renewed their connection with the Carlha^unans* 
^f'hrec hundred Majorcans fought at the famous bat- 
tle against Consul C. Luctaciu^; a battle which 
made the Koinans i^asters of Sic ily, and terminal d 
the first Punic war. 

Hannibal commenced the ser«i.**AI. At the siege 
of Sagontia, this general reckonc'd in his trooj)>> 
eleven bundled and fifty slingers, from among the 
inhabitants of tlfc Raleares. Utese islanders were 
ill his service when lie*carried his forces into the 
lieart of Italy, and had alvvay^.a distinguished share 
in his victories. 

U’lie Romans having j^assed into the conlinont of 
Spain, Cneus Scipio, master of the sea, failed in an 
enlerprize against Iviea. Hc^ was more iortuilatf,: * 
at Majorca, wliose iidiubriants receive d iiim, join- 
ed their forces to his troops, and fought under his 
banners against the Carlliaginians, who had the 
M iiiorc'ans on ilu ir side, and had considerable 5.nc- 
coius from them, which iViey {>ayed for, as they 1, td 
done before, by giving them women and wine, which 
iVu niecI ihc predominant passions of tl.ese islanders. 

"i’iie* CaitliHgir.ians driven froni^iiie peninsula, 
the Majorcans recovered their former liberty; but 
tiicy t>nl 3 " use of to give th.cinseives up to 

piracy. Their < ::c<^sses attracted the attention of 
the Koinans; the: consul Quintus Ceci.iUs Metellus 
set out with a fleet to put a stop to tl;eir depreda- 
tioi’s. 

This general, on his appearance before Majorca, 
bad taken the precaution of covering the outside ot 
bis vessels with leather* this scit %f' barric;.^l p dgut if^ 
<mcd the t'orec c;f sfoues which were ourled by 
the slingcrs, and made them of no effect. Quintus 
Cecilias Meiellus conquered the whole of the isla 
which obtained him Che honour* of victo/V, arid the 
surname of Balearicus. Before his departure from 
Majorca he founded the citic^ of Ihdma sxvd^^ 
lenza, giving them the title of colonics- *Tii'is gen«- 
3T- SAUVEUK.*! ^ T ^ 
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Kil added to the two thousand Romansk which he left 
on the island, tlijiee thousand others, which he sent 
for from the continent. 

Alter The islanders continued faithfully attached io the 
Christ, republic, and their stingers served in its armies all 
the time that they’^enjoyed the blessings of peace. 
At the time when the republic was the prey of 
internal divisions, and was distracted by the civil 
wars, the Majorcans refused to take part with Ser- 
torious, who came to invAde Ivica, and joined the 
party of Cneus Pompey, the son of Poinpey the 
Great, who^^f5?fended the senate. 

Majorca shared the fate of the other provinces of 
the republic subjected by Caesar, and remained un- 
der the government (jf the successors of that con- 
queror. The famous deputation sent to Rome by 
the inhabitants of the Balearics, to implore the suc- 
cour of some Roman legions against an extraor- 
dinary number of rabbits which made devastation 
among the wheat in the little island of Conejera, 
was in the reign of Augustus. 

These islands, always under the dominion of Rome, 
made part of citerior Spain, and were dependant on 
the jurisdiction of Tarragon until the end of the 
xeign of Constantine. 

Prom the time of this eiAperor, until the death of 
Theodo^sius the Great, these isles had a partic ular 
government, the principal seat of which was at Ma* 
jorca, ^ 

427 The division of the empire ; the imbecility of 
Honoritis ; and the ambition of Sainl-Ililicon, open- 
ed the gates of Spain to Gutideric, king of the v an- 
dals, and made these islands an easy conquest. 

TTie Africans, ever eager for conquest, having 
vanquished the continent of Spain, attempted seve- 
ral times to make themselves masters of the Balearics; 
and, after failing in many enterprizes, at length 
stitffefifided. Thl^ p6ssessi^ of these islands consider- 
ably augmented their forces. Their vessels 

began to infest the seas, and to exercise an insulting 
Charlemagne armed his forces against 
these pirates, •and vanquished the barbarians, de- 
stroyed their fleets, and took the islands from them. 
' xfeverlhdess, tLey soon recovered tlie possession of 
them*, but were not able to prevent a party of Nor- 
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After man adventurers cfFi?cting a landing on the island of 
Christ. JVlajorcd, where they committed many depredations. 

993 I’he Africans, become the peaceable possessors of 
the Balearics, fitted out an expedition to Catalonia, 
Tw ice they besieged Barcelona, and at length took 
the place, after a battle, where Count Don Borellos 
lost his life, 

1102 Count Don Armengol met the same fate in an 
cnterprize which he attempted against Majorca. 

1108 The Africans hiid arrived at such a degree of 
power, that they were liecoine absolute masters of 
tlte sea. Puffed up with their su^^'sses, and depend- 
ing on their force, lhe\^ no longer kept any mea- 
sures, but practised every species of robbery and 
piracy. Tl\eir ^ludacious excesses excited the re- 
sentment of all the chiflstian powers. The Pisans 
first armed against them, took from them the island 
of Ivica, and possessed themselves of part of the 
island of Majorca. 

1115 The Africans having again possessed themselves 
of Majorca, Don liaymond Beringer the Tfeird,* 
Count of Barcelona, having assembled some troops, 
came and attacked tile island, of which he subjected 
the greatest part, after taking the capital. Obliged 
to return imuicdiately to his own estates, he con- 
fided the keeping r^l his recent conquest to some Ge- 
1147 noese, wlio sold it to the Barbarians; who, again 
nuisiers of* the island, began theirs depredations 
]I7B afresli on the coast of Spain, aiuj particularly in-^ 
J204 fested Catalonia. Don Raymond, Count of Bar- 
celona and Prince of Arragoii, seconded by the 
King .Don Alphonso tlie Second, aini Don Pedro, 
his son, look up afms and prepared an expedition 
against the Balearic's, but it was not carried into 
c fleet. 

1229 The Barbarians continued their piracies, and de- 
solated the shores of the •continent, and at lenglli 
excited the indignation of *Dpn Ja^nne, t he soiv^ f 
the king of Arragon ; .w hich young piiiiCc formed 
the plan of f»aking the Balearics from these pR>iul 
Africans, whose continual depredations alarmed and 
iinpoverished the neighbouring iiutiom Jaymo 

assembled an army of sufficient force for the entcr*^ 
prize wliich he meditated. He sailed from Sajpna, a 
port of Cattdonia, to the shores of 
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Aftrr ^hc effected the landing of his troops, although he 
Christ, with strongs resistance from the *Alricans, Ue 

soon attacked them in a second battle^ in which he 
lost Don Raymond de Moncade, one of his gene- 
rals, in whose valoiy* and •experience he had great 
confidence. At lemglh, afier a number of actions 
of less importance, and alter a siege, wdier(i the 
Moors performed prodigies of valour, the gates of 
Majorca were opened, and the rest oi' the island 
soon submitted to the force of arms. Don Jay me 
divided the lands betw^een the noblemen \vlu> had 
accompaniiil4^]Hm and assisted his conquest. Some 
Barbarian families remained in the island, and re- 
tained in pan their possessions, 

1^30 Don Jayiiic, after having*seltled the adnfmisLra-r 
tion of the island oDMajorca and cslal)rc:.he(l a go- 
vernor, and alter having given his orders ihr tlu? 
building of the catlu^dral church, returned to lii't 
estates on the continent. But soon the preparations 
of the king of Fez, w ho threatened the invasion ofthe 
• island, the loss of which he so much regrctt<'d, 
I23C brought Don Jayme again to Majorca; who, wluui 
the alarm had subsided," returned to the (M/niiuent. 
The conspiracies of a certain numb(‘r of Moors who 
remained in the island, the disturbances tliey had 
excited, recalled once moMe Don Jayme to Majorca. 
Thus liandlul of rebels returned to their duty; and 
thcprifice sent deputies to Minorca, to engage the^ in- 
liabitautsfto place themselves under llx* jurisdictiem 
of liis laws. The Minorcans consented to bc*coine 
tributary to the crown^of Arragon. The two inlands of 
the Ihdearics then passed as a feudal tenure from tlic 
crown of Airagon, under the dominion of Don 
244 Pedro, Infant of Portugal, the son of Don Sancho 
the J'irst, wlio, at the same time, adderi the island 
of Ivica to his possessions.. The imbecility of 
Don Pedro soon cliauged the fortune of ihc isles,, 
J) 4 >n Jaymy vjas again in pri^^session (d‘ his rights; 
cHW M aiortai hud fop ih^ j'ourlh and last time the 
good forlimc to regain its soN^'ercign. Tliis prince 
consulting a love of glory, and the indulgence 
W’^^w-Tlc rhaps /ill-judgcd •<levotion, formed the plan 
1259 of an expedition to the Holy Land. He assembled 
his troops, and^thc island of Majorca furnished five 
^ouipand men and three inca of war. 
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After T)oi\ Jayino, whei lin dicd^ divided his possessions 
her weed his two sons, Don Javine the Second had 
j,haro the Balearics and Pithiuses, and part ot\ 
tlie estates on the continent. The will of J.)ori 
Jay mo iho First, snrnam^ed the Conqueror, gave him 
the independaat tide of king. 

To appcii«‘ the resomment of Don Povho, his 
eldest son, tiie prince, co!iscnlcd to acknowledge 
liimsclf Ills va-^aL Don Pedro having, in tlie mean 
time, niHl(MiaLeii .1 an ex|)cdition against Afiiea, 
touched at M i uorea, and enfk'uvonred to gain ov<‘r die 
governor of that island, who vw' feudaiory of Don 
llSo Jayme. ^J'hls governor [iretended to enter into the 
views of tlu‘ king of Anagon, and engaged to give 
up to him the island wliieh he luul the govern- 
nicnl ; hut, in tlie nieaif time, he inlormed tlie king 
of Majorca of all the maiueavres of liis hrotlier. 
Don Pedro swore to he revenged for this perfidy , 
declared open war against Don Jayme ; raised an 
army, tmd prepared to inv'ade Ids territories; but 
death surpri/.ed him at the moirunil when his |i^au^ 
of vengeance were ready be to pm in ex« endon. 

Don Pedro d^dnij, left his crown to Don A1- 
)2S7 plionso, his son; and at the same time transmitted 
to him liis hatretl against Don Jaynua Alp''.,mso 
carried into clVect ihe intentions of his father, and 
invaded tlie Balearics and Pithiu^a's. 

'iMie conquest of Minorca cost him* more trouble 
than Jiny of the rest pf die islands, p He met with an 
ohsliiiale resistauee on his jjuiding. The Moors an^ 
tieipated the time of hi;^ coming, and waited for him 
on the shore*. A her a bloody battle, he suceceded 
in driving before hiln the troops of the almoxariile, 
or Moorisli governor. They, liovvever, continued 
fighting as they retreated, and gained the idrt on 
Mount Agatha, where they defended themselves. 
Al|)lu)nso"soon besieged k; but, after having with- 
out effect performeil prodigiijs ^)f valour^ and 
spairing of taking tl^e castle by toree, he loruiea the 
cesolutioit of* reducing it by famine. The garrison 
were almost without provisions, and could not re- 
ceive ariy from Africa; liiey^ there! v ie olfered to 
gapitulate. The conditions were, that those Moors 
who couJd pay their ransom sltould have the Jiberty 
of returnintr to Africa, and that the r^st 
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After rcfhicod to slavery. Thg fort ol Saint-Agatha 
Christ, given up the 17 th of January 1'287. fiie alinoxai Jife^ 
his family, and, at most, about a hundred of tlie 
most distinguished Moors embarked, and vvere lost 
on their passage. The remainder ot ihc Moors, to 
1^98 the number of about twenty thousand remained in 
slavery. Alpbonso divided the lands of the van- 
quished between those who had seconded him in his 
enterprize; and Christianity was the only religiou 
tolerated in the island. 

Alphonso, who was not more than twent 3 ’’-seven 
years of "ig^died at the moment w'hen be began to 
enter into aS' arrangement with Don Jayme, his 
131 J uncle. Don Pedro the Second, of Arragon, the 
successor of Alphonso, in cogipiiance with the soli- 
citations of many powerful princes, reinstaied his 
grand-uncle in his estates; but exacted of him, that 
j)e should acknowledge himself Id's vassal. 

Don Jayme reigned peaceably till his death. His 
eldest son having retired into a cloister » his crown 
, passed to Don Sancho, his second son. Don Fer- 
dinand, tJie third son, was gone to the east with 
those troops out of Catalonia, who were as cele- 
brated tor their exploits, as for the unforlnnat(‘ fate 
they there met with. Don Sancho reigned without 
disturbance, in spite of t|je mancciivres of liis ene- 
mies, who endeavoured to displace him, and to pre- 
judice him vvitii the court of Sarragossa, I'his prince 
ended his^ days in 1325. It was in ti\e same re ign 
that they hx the martyrdom of the good Ra^moufl 
Lully, whose name is mentioned to this hour vvilit 
the greatest veneration, the islanders. 

Don Jayme, the son of Don Ferdinand, and ne- 
phew to Don Sancho, ascended the throne. Don 
Jayme, of Arragon, taking advantage of the mino- 
rity of this prince, set up fresh pretentions to tlic 
kingdom of Majorca. The young monarch con- 
sented to hold his crown under him, and thus ier- 
1358 "Inmated alFcliJputes ; he also "furnished troops in au^ 
expedition against Sardinia. 

Don Jayme, of Arragon, when he died, left his 
crovvQ to Don Alphonso, the Fourth, father-in-law 
to .Don Jayme, king pf Majorca, who also held his 
kingdom under, him. After the de]alh of Don Al- 
^iunso, of Arragon, the king of Majoi'ca sent some 
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After snccours^to the prin<?es of the continent, whofn Al- 
Christ, boliasen/ who remained master of a part of Spain, 
had compelled to take up arms. A squadron of 
eight galleys, well armed, went from the ports of 
Majorca, and carried a reinforcement of troops. 

Con Pedro, who had ascended the throne of Ar- 
ragon, contrived the ruin of the king of Majorca ; 
lie first declined his assistance to .su[>port him in liis 
dispute's on the subject of the [irincipality of Mont- 
pellier, for which rtie k ig of Majorca had refused 
]3S9 to pay homage to the king of France; and taking 
advantage of the ernbarrassmen h is brolher-in- 

law, deprived him of ail his estates on the contir.enU 
He concealed his ambition by accusing Don Jeynie 
of not having* appeared b|,‘fore the court to vshicli he 
had been cited ; and thence took occasion to declare 
that he had forfeited his right»lo the crown. He 
even went so far as to accuse Don Jayme of having 
had, on former occasions, a* design of seizing Ids 
person. Resting on these motives, Don Pedro 
1543 raised an army, landed at Majorca, conquered the 
troops of Don Jaynn^ and took possession of the 
whole island, which he added to the crown of Ar- 
ragon. 

1349 Don Jayme, thus reduced to tlie last extremity, 
implored succour fr5ni France, and obtained from 
thence some troops, with which he hyidt^ in the 
island of Majorca; but he lost his life in an action 
where Ife fought desperately. This prince was the 
last of the independant kings who reigned at Ma- 
jorca. • • • 

1351 The Balearics, thus added to the crown of Ana- 
gon, the islanders furnished troops in all the wajs 
which that powder had to sustain. Tlieir ships made 
part of the naval force which the king of Arragon 
sent to sea against (he Genoese ; and the Majorcans 
contributed not a little to the defeat of these r e pu b- 
licans before CoiKtantinople. 

Peter of Castile, iniiated by the captures made 
by the Majorcan fleet, or at any rate making it h/s 
pretext, declared war against the king of Arrago??, 
and appeared first with his squadron before Barce- 
lona; but being compelled to retire by the army of 
Arragon, his fleet attempted,* without ”5? 

COHO de main, on th6 island of Ivica, but was soon 
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ATter obliged again to retire, o«i bearing diat the king of 
Chn>t. had pr(>ceeded to Majorca,* and pursued 

him with a superior force. 

This war, in which the Majorcans played a prin- 
cipal part, drained them of both men and money ; 
and cost tliein 140 large vessels, wljicli ih(*y lost in 
di fie rent engagements. 

1^7^ However, Don Jnyme, king of Naples, the sou 
of the last king ol’ Majorca, endeavoured to regain 
the possession of the estate's of his anet'stors. I'hc 
difrcrcnces between Arragon and Tianee, tiie troubles 
wbicli distu^if'd Castile, all seemed to I’avoiir hi:* 
plans, when death put a stop to his views, iti the 
year 1375. 

I'ltc date of the celebrated ^Balearic cdock, wldch 
belongs to the town-hall at Palma, answers to this 
epoeh. Many^ absurd stories have been relate d by 
dilferent authors on the subject of this clock, which 
by some is supp^oscd^lo have been brought from 
Babylon or Jerusalem, in times as remoUt as the days 
of Solomon. This piece of mechanism may cer- 
tainly be considered as one of the most ancient of 
tlie kind. 

In 1391, the Jews experienced in Spain a most 
cruel peissecuiion, wdiieli extenchd to those who 
were settled at Majorca/ and the quarter of the 
town which was inhabited by the&e people, w^as pii- 
]ag^‘d (vilhout mercy. 

Pour vi’ars after "this, Don John, oftArragon, fly- 
ing from the plague, which ravaged the kingdom of 
Valencia and Catalonia, look refuge at Majorca; 
and died there a year after his arrival. 

In 1398, the court of Arragon armed to make re- 
prisaU on the Algerine corsairs. The fleet which 
sailed from the ports of Majorca consisted of seventy 
sail, of which thirty-five belonged to Valencia and 
Catalonia; the other thirty-five were* fitted out by 
Majoic^in^. Tlieir cruisQ, was <;n the coasts of 
Africa, the shores of which they ravaged to a 
extent, and letired in the autumn, enriched wdih 
many (considerable prizes. 

TVmn |hc year 1394 to* 1404, the island of Ma jorca 
exp^W^etjd a sterility; the miseries of whicli they 
lilth; mitigate by the succours they ob- 
the neighbouring coqnuie.s. Majorca al- 
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drained of men and money, ‘fey the continual contri^ 
butions with which they siip,plied the king of Arra^ 
gon in the several wars, began sensibly tp decline in 
power and splendour. The progress of the Africans^ 
who had freed themselves from the tribute which 
w\as payed by the cantons of Tunis, Bugis, and Con- 
stantine ; the increase of their trade, and their fre- 
quent incursions iq the island, completed the ruin 
of Majorca. 

At the death of Don Mai tin, the last male of 
the family of the Counts of TJurcelona, several 
princes laid claim to the possession of the Bulearics. 
Majorca was^ at, the time, the prey of intestine dis- 
sensions. In an assemWy of the nobility, where 
Saint- Vincent Ferrer was called to decide, the crown 
was decreed to Don Ferdinand, Infant of Castile, 
nephew of Don Pedro the Fourth, king of Arragon. 
Saint-Vincent Fer»er, vthose’ opinion had decided 
the suffrages in favour of the piince, dedicated hirafc* 
self to the service of the church, and preached the 
tenets of religion in t*lie island of Majorca. They 
still preserve, in the cathedral of Palma, the pulpit 
of this saint. 

The commerce of the Mijorcans continuing to 
decline, tlie island soon fell i he want of the grain 
which they no longer imporied ; the harvests were 
not su^icient to supply the wants ^of the people. 
Majorca, *torn by intestine commotions, was unable 
to pay a consideiable sum which was owing to Bar- 
celona. The forces of the island were continually 
drained by the supphes sent to Don Alphonso, of 
Arragon, the son and successor of Don Ferdinand. 
This prince had formed the enterprize of getting 
himself crow ned king of Sicily, after the death of 
queen Jane, llis army was defeated by the Ge- 
noese, by whom he was made ^prisoner, as jvell 
the king of IMavarrc. This pnnee, released from 
his imprisonmoiit, again attempted the conquest of 
Naples. The Majorcans furnished him wdth four 
galleys and thirteen hundred soldiers. 

Under these unhappy circumstances, Major«ii^ad 
experienced new misfortunes the country peoolc 
irritated with the burthens they had to, bear, and 
displeased with the pride and stiffness of the nobi- 
lity, entered into a confederation among 
&T. SAUVEUa.] V 
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Aftjtr and hoisted tlufe standard of revolt. The noMes 

Christ. <:ompelled to take to arms. Don Alfiinmso 

sent troops from Naples to quiet these disturo- 
ances; but during three years there was a civil war 
among the Majorcans; the ravages and desolation 
of which extended all over the country. 

The families of different great houses on the con- 
tinent had taken to arms, as had several prin('es 
whose estates were situate!^ near the Balearic^. Don 
John, of Castile, fought against Don Henry, his^ 
eldest son ; ^./on Charles, son of Don John of Na- 
varre, attempted the ciowii of his father; and 
Charles, king of France, had to*punish the revolt of 
his son Louis. ^ 

1460 Alpbonso, king of Arragon, died in those com-^ 
motions, and ieft his doiiiiniontito John of Navarre, 
his brother; Charles, son of John of Navarre, re- 
tired to Majorca. The islanders made expensive 
preparations for the reception pi* this prince, but 
who, being at length restored to the favour of his 
father, relumed to Bnvcelona. His premature death, 
which was attributed to poison, was the cause of an 
insurrection in a part of the kingdom of Jolm of 
Navarre. The futy of revolution communicated 
itself even to the island’ of Minorca. The Miyor**- 
cans, ^in this critical juncture, armed and furnished 
a number of troops and ships for Don John. The 
insurrection of the Minorcans was quelled after a 

1465 few skirmishes. Four squadrons were collected about 
this titne on the eoa’sts of Arnagon and Catalonia. 
The first, consisting of %tweiity sail, v^as tilled out 
by the rebels. The second carried the French flag, 
and seconded the operations of the first. The two 
others, fitted out by the Majorcans and Minpreans, 
assisted the cause of Dun John. 

147S The Majorcans were scarcely extricated froni*^ 
lEtjesc ruino'dsf’ wars, when tliey were ajp^icted with 
the plague, which was brought there by a merchant 
ship from the Levant. This scourge almost deso- 
lated the island. 

1479 Dop Ferdiiiand, the Catholic, succeeded Don Johu 
of Airragon in all his estates, and in king- 
of Caslile. This prince founded a university 
at Majorca, which had the same Uivys, and eujoyed 
tk^suwe privileges, as that at Lefida. Duripg tha 
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After xvhole of the reign of this riionarch, the Majorcans 
Ciihst. served under his colours with distinction. These 
islanders signalized thernseives at the taking of Gre- 
nada and the conquest 'of Maples, and in the cxpe- 
pedition of Don Pedro of Navarre against the Af- 
ricans. Ferdinand having prepared for his expedi- 
tion to Naples, the Castilian lords refused to accom- 
pany him ill his ^vo 3 ^age. Twenty of the richest 
nobles of Majorca had attended Ferdinand at his 
court. The islanders completed the signal services 
which they had done this piincx*, in furnishing hiiu 
witli fresh succours against Parbarossa, who be- 
H83 sieged Hugos, apd was oa the point of becoming its 
master. 

fn tile reign of the successor of Don Ferdinand, 
the couiiiry people of M ajorca' again revolted, under 
<he pretext that they alone supported the expences 
of tlu; island ; tluil ihd nobles, free from every tax, 
exercised over them tiie greatest tyranny ; ttiCT 
thciefoje took up arms, and lorced the viceroy to 
quit the island, and -take refuge in Ivica. 

Tlii^ second civil v:ur was siiil more grievous thaa. 
the former. The peoplcy thus f;iveu up without re* 
struint to their p;^ssions, committed the gre^^test 
excesses. The nobles, on their side, opposed them, 
with the most vigorous resistance. AJctidia oflered 
them an asylum, where they defended themselves 
till the end of the troubles, whicli teraiiiiated vviih 
the puiiiblmieiit ol’ the jorincj[)ai rebels^ 

Internal pefice being e^tanhshed in the island, 
under the reign of (Sbaries rue Filth, the islanders 
became exposed to the incursions oi‘ the B^rbariaos, 
Barbarossa, thirsting to be ivveuged ibr the loss of 
Tunis and of his cruiz<j?rs, ai^pejfred before Majorca 
with a squadron of eleven galleys. Tfie fires which 
the islanders kept up on many points of tl2cco*7<4f^ 
made Barbarossa believe; that lae* victorious fleet of 
the emperor was not'far distant. IleiK’e, fearing lie 
should be engaged in an action, where he had every 
thing to risk, he thoygbt proper to retire, and made 
an attempt on Minorca, of which he made him- 
self master* 

. InA54l*, the emperor, haying projected ai^cxpe- 
dition against Algiers, assembled his naval forces in 
the ports of Majorca, from wheitce he set^uTi. -A 
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MtfjT numljor of the Miyorccnn nobility ombarkrd in hi:^ 
ijmt. expedition was nol fortunate, but drew 

on the islanders all the resentment of the Barbarians, 
who determined to ravage the shores of Majorca , 
and altcmpied several limcs^ but without success, to 
take possession of Alcudia and Polenza : they were 
also repelled in an attempt to make a landing on the 
side of Valdemusa and Ani,]raiga, ^ 

For tw.enty years afterwards the island remainefi 
at peace, did any thing particular happen til! 
lC62, when it again turnished 300 men for the war 
against Portugal. 

•1665 During the whole of the reign of Charles the Se-- 
cond, the island of Majorca was at peace with all 
powers, but sufi'ered perpetual divisions among the 
magistrates anfi t^lcrgy coiH^erning their privileges. 
These ditfereiicewS occasioned many long debate-', 
and ruinous law suits. “ 

At the beginning of the 17th century, the arch 
duke Charles subjected the tvhole of Arragon. Ma- 
jorca was given up to general Lach, who command-' 
ed a fleet of forty ships. The other islands also sub- 
mitted 10 the house of Austria. 

After the taking of Bi\rcelona, marshal Berwic k 
sent the chevalier Ashfield, at, the head of ten thou- 
sand men, who took possession of Majorca. The 
islanders, made no resistance. 

The Majorcans served in the war of succession, 
but dic[ nol take aiw part, the detail of whicli would 
be interesting, Marquis* de St. Philippe, in 

bis Commentaries on the War of Succession, and 
Quincy, in bis Military History of the Keign of Louis 
the Fourteenth, makes honourable mention of the 
services of the Majorcans. 

In 1708, the Lnglish, under the command of 
JI»ajor-general^Slanhope, took ^possession of Majorca, 
which they preserved. by the treaty of Utrecht. 

The French, commaniled by ujarshal de Richelieu, 
took this island from the English in the year 1756. 

In 1798, JV|inorca was given up to the English by 
the Spanish governor. 

The treaty af Arriiens has again put Spain in posr 
'Wssion of this island. 

RND OF ST, SACVEUr's TKAVFI?* 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I N the folloAving sheets I veTiture to present 
the Public with an Account of some Provinces 
of tlie Jlussiaii Empire, ''which arc less knoAvn 
to forc'igucrs, and <'veii to .many natives of 
Kussia, tliaii they des(T vc to be ; and I lie- 
iicve it will be found, that most of the l ocal 
peculiarities which 1 describe, have either 
cscaiied the observation of, or have been in- 
tentionally passed over in silence by, former 
travellers. 


A long residence in different parts of the 
immense empise of Russia, has given me an 
opportunity of collecting a great variety ot‘ in- 
formation relative to that country. 'J’he ma- 
terials which I have accumulated would fill 
several volumes; but I have thought it incum- 
bent on me to confine anyself to those details, 
whose authenticity I have ascertained by jier- 
sonal observation, (fr the CAMdcnce of persons 

o whose veracity I could dt^pend. 

* A 2 



IV 


ADVERTISEMF-NT. 


TIk;: Historical Account of the Zaporog 
Cossacks, and of the Roscolnicks, has not, as 
far as I know, been noticed by any former 
traveller. I have compiled that of Moldavia, 
from documents wliich are pn'served in the 
Archives of .lassy. During the last war with 
the Turks, J had the good forl^uK' to get j)os- 
session of several’ Accounts of the Defterdars, 
or Turkish treasurers, wkii'h have eu'd)led me 
to ascertain the revciuie of’tlie Suluni wit.h 

tolerable accuraev, 

* ■ 
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IMR'l' I. 


V It OBSERVATIONS,, fi£LATIVE TO BtSSIA 

IN GINEKAL. 

P ... 

lilJSSLA, «%hich was but little known loO years ago, ap- 
peal td on tlie political arena of Em ope iu ihj bouiiuiing of tlic 
eigliteentii eontury. Its sovereigns assumed an nncoutroiled iiv 
ftiieuce ill the aiVairs of the JSoilh; and its adolescesit energy 
^reined to threaten the existence of all the surrounding slates,, 
•L“ so<ni as time and the advancement of culture should 'uavc 
devt iopt d its latent force. 

"i he <irls and sciences, ’ hit lj had hitherto limited their genial 
iiifliu m e to the south of Luropi*, were invited to and chcrLslieJ 
on the hanks of the Neva and Irllsrh : new ami mexliaiistible 
irsuiirces presenjed themselves to the eommercijl world. The 
juanners, the luxury, tin? virtues, and llie vices of the West, 
lorced tlieir way ihrougii the deserts of Asia, ami penetrated to 
ihe miiospitable shores tfl' the Frozen Ocean. Theriiissian em- 
is n markable for the vastiK?ss of its extent; containing ibS 
dt gn es < f longiUuh , liom the eastern coast of Kainschalka to 
die month of the Dwiiia ; and 35 degrees of latitude, from the 
1 Voren Ocean to the mouths of the \ olga, the Don, the Ku- 
biiii, and tlie Dnieper, all of which empty themselves into 
the ( iKspian Sea, the Fontus Euxinus and tlie Paius Majotis. 
le, ihif' immense tract, neifher the inlands wffJPh belong to ftus^ 
via, nor the promontories and tapes, neither the Polish pro- 
viuc(;.s :»mJ Courland, nor Georgia, which has voluntarily sub- 
iniltcci to its sway, have licen reckoned. 

In the year 1785, the surface of the Kussian empire con- 
tained J,f)49,^M3 square inihiS, at 15 mi^cs to the degree, of 
which one-lifth is iil Europe, and the rcmuindei in Asju. ; 
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TIjc Polish provinces, Coiirlahd and Georgia, have since 
that period been incorpo*'atcd with the einpiie. 

In such an extensive tract, it is natural that the climate sliould 
be very various. It may be divided into four classes, or dis- 
tricts : 

lat. The tract of land from the to the 78*^ of north 
latitude is the coldest. It comprehends the governments of 
Irkutsk, Tobolsk, Vologda, the whole of Archangel, C>lom*z, 
Siberia, Perm, Viburg, Novogorod, and St. Petersburg. On 
the 7tli of December, 1?8G, the m?rcary in the tliei nionn ter of 
Reainur, which had fallen to GO degrees, froze to sin h a tii gree 
in Ostrog-Veliki, it was diflicull to break the frozen muss 
by blows of a luunme»*. 

12dly. The second district, Irotweeii the 50^ and GO'^ of north 
latitude, is much mijre temperate, but is still very cold. 'I’liis 
imporlant part of the empin^' includes the following provinces 
Livonia, l^stlioniu, PolozL, Moliihw, Smoltaisko, Plcskov, 
Tver, Kostroma, Kolyvau, Ufa, Moscow, Volodiiner, Kalu- 
ga, Ttilii, lla^saii, Voroiiesch, Tambow, Pensa, Simhi*Jsk, 
Kursk, (.)rel, Tchernigove, and a part of Kiow and Charkov, 

^ 8d]y. The tliiid division, which lies between the 4jth and 
and .^Olh degree of latitude, is sudicieiitly w'arm for the culu- 
valion of vines, imd the muloerv for silk-worms. It con- 
tains the following governments: Catharinoslaw’, the greater paif 
of the province ol Caucasus, Astiacan, Casan, a part of Char- 
kov, ot Kiow, Saratov, and even«of Colivan and Irkutsk. 

4lhly. The climate of the Crimea is extremely agreeable 
During nine* months of the year, the luhahiUints enjoy the purest 
atmospliere, anl a moderate degree of warmlji, Natiiie i\ - 
fxjscs scarcely thrtx^ months to renew her astonishing fertility 
Spring bcgii|s here in the month of February, and the greatest 
beat is between the middle of May and' the end of August ; the 
natural warmth of tliis season is increased by a sultry wind, which 
blows from ten o’clock in the morning sometimes till live oVlock 
in the evening. A mild raiti, which is often preceded by a thun- 
der storm, cools and purities the air. '^riie months of Seplemhci 
and October are the most agreeable in the Crimea. The rainy 
$easou. begins in the month of November, and a moderate cold 
prevaiks in December and January. bVoslisuf rare occurreiK e, 
and never lasts longer than three or four days. '^I'lius the Crimea 
forms the fourth division of the climate of Ktissia. There are, how- 
ever, some governments and provinces in Russia which partake 
of two; others of three; and some, for instance, that of Irkutsk, 
of all these four divisions. From this variety of climate it 
naturally follows, tiiat Russia po.ssesses, or at least is capable 
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of possrssint; all iiiose vegetable productions wiiicli rature»glvt;s 
£t:j>aratc*v and wiili a sparing Land to o^ier staUs. 

'J’he 1 tjilovviiij;' are the iiiest remarkable mountains of Russia: 

1. Tiu^ Northern Mom tains stietch out norlliwanl of the <>0^^ 
of north latitude from the shores pf the Baltic to those of the^ 
\\ hite S(‘a, in a coiilimied duun. 'Hie liidu st range of them 
extends from the side of Sweden along the northern shore of 
the Baltic towards the lakes Ltadoga and Onega. The height 
js in most places inconsiderable, and l!ie Neva is the only river 
of importance which has its :»oaice in titein. 

£. I he mountains of Alaunski an* in the centre of Russia, 
])et\veen Moscow, Suioleusko, and Tula ., 1 lie Dnieper, l!ie 
Don, and the Volga, rise from them in\ one side, and the 
western Dwina, tlie Lovat, and ‘several smuller rivers, flow 
from them on the otiicr. • 

The mount ahns of the Crli^lea, or the Taurian iVIoun* 
tains, seem to be a coiitiiumtioii of the f -niicasiis. They ex- 
tend as far as Salgyr and Bulganak, atul one branch of them 
luns in tlie direction nt' Cafta, aiul eoutiimes in a westerly direc- 
tion as far as the nioiilli of llie Alnia. "Jhe mountain which is 
called Tsclietirdav , and which dlvid(^s the Crimea into two puils7 
is the highest of tlieni. 

4. jMoimt Caucasus rises ntajestlcally to the view in three 
r.uiges, or terraces. I’he first of these is not of a considerable 
elevation ; the second is thickly planted with various trees, and 
is never covered wiih snovv;»lhe third is a regularly contiii’*ed 
chain, on wbich the Russian government has undertaken to make 
^ a road into (Georgia, which will soon be completed? The IVrek 
slow s w ith astonishing rapidity at the foot of ihi^ range tif moun- 
tains- 'i'lni whole lange is four iiuudred i'inglish miles in h iigdi, 
and its siiniinit is perpetually ctwcied with sno,y/. I’hc. tree 
knovui by the name of Rdi daexa grows here to ti surj rising 
height. There is also anotlihr tree here which, in whaJever 
direction it is cut, presents alternate streaks of i( d and guen 
to the view’; but its wood is so brittle, that it cannot applied 
to any other use than that of fuel. The rivers Terek, Kul):nj, 
Kuinina, and several other streams of less iinportaiu’c, rise in 
the Caucasus. 

6. The Cral, called by tfioanlumUlhc lIypciboiean,or Rynlicnn 
Mountains, form the ivUiiral Romidary between Jim ope and tiie 
north of Asia. Tlieir greatest length, from norfn to Jhouth. is 
th JOO mile.s; they contain ricK mints of gold, coopci, and iron. 
Tlie livers Sosva, Ibbol, Ural, Belaya, Kamma, i\:schora, 
and a number of smaller rivers, have Uieir sources nearly in 
the summits of these inotinlainst. 
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0: The mountains of Altai ctccupy the whole tract of land 
between the Irtisch and the Yeiiissey, and constitute tlie boun- 
daries between Siberia and China as far as the river Amur. 
They are the highest mountains in Asia ; and in the middle of 
the extensive chain, Boghda Oola, which is celebrated amongst 
the surrounding nations, raises its lofty head. 

The sides of the Altai are but thinly scattered with v^dod ; but 
rivers gush out from them in all directions. The following are 
the principal: The Irtisch, the Buchtorma, the Blba, and 
Uda ; the Oby, the ALy, the 'Kscharysch, the Tschulym, the 
Katunaya, the Tom, the Yus, and the Abakan. 

7. ^ITbe Sayani mountains are those at the foot of which tho 
Yenissey and the Seringa run. Their summits arc perfectly baixv 
except in some few spots where they are thinly covered with 
trees. The principal rixxrs which ^ rise from them vlxv tlio 
Yenissey, the Tuba, Mana, Kan, lyrussa. Oka, I da, Irkut, 
8cc. &c. 

8- The mountains of Baikal lie in the same direction as the 
Jake of that name. Their summits are in some places bare ; but, 
in general, they are covered w'ith tufted groves. The Selinga, 
The Angara, the Lena, the Vilui, and the Tungura, flow' from 
them. The lake Baikal contains several rocky islands which 
have a very picturesque afjpearahcc. 

f). The mountains of Nertschinski traverse that tract of land 
which lies betw^een the Selinga and the Argun ; and are chiefly 
composed of granite. They contain productive mines in some 
parts, and their sides arc covered with various kinds of forest trees. 
The Argun/' the Amur, the Ingoda, the Karenga, the Niusa^ 
the Vitirn, 8cc. ^have their sources in these mountains. 

10. In the mountains of Ochotsk, the rivers Anadyr, Amga, 
Aldan, Mays^, Kolinia, and several smaller streams rise. These 
mountains, which are but little know’ll, stretch out very far 
northward, and run eastward along the gulf of Udenski ; they 
are called in Russian, Stanow'oi Krebeth,” 

1 1 . The mountains of Kamschatka. This peninsula consists 
entirely of an uninterrupted chain of mountains, which encloses, 
as it were, the gulfs of Penschinsk and Anardiski, and continues 
its cotirsc through., the Kurile and .^leutian Islands, tow'ardu 
iS^orth America; thus it may be said, that this chain of moun- 
tains in some degree conii^ts Russia with the New World. 

Although Russia contains such a number of mouhtains, which 
branch out in vari^^us directions to a considerable length, by 
far the greater part of the country is flat. The dry and elevated, 
uninha,bited plains are called Stepps, or pla\ns. Tlie principal 
of theie arc as follows : 
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K 7'Iu‘ p^iiM (vi' '/Jjcii lies n tne Vv».i 5 o 

Sc^a, ail I I'.c iVozcii Ocean, and between iL*e jJwiiia^and tuc 

I cl*^. 1)01 d, 

tl. 'J’lie plain of tlie Dnieper, wlilcli compn 5 ?es tlie wiiole 
tract of country biitwceii the Dnieper :nui the Bog. 'I'his ini- 
iTii use and almost Hninli;d>ited plain, stretclies out on the other 
si^ e of tliC Donez as far as the Black S('a. 

3 . 7 ^he plain between the Don and the V olga. There is here 

II deikienev of water anil wood. 

4 . I'hat betwet^n die Volga and the Ural is extremely sandy, 
hut t ontains some, lakes, wliich furiflsii a considerable quantity 
of salt. 

5 . 'Hie uhiio of ihe Irtlsch is one of the most extensive in 
Ibissiu ; il is toh rably well inlaibite !, 'and is admirably well 
cai* uhitrdl for tilh.ge and pastiiie. 

( 7 . I ll It between* the Oby and»lhc Yenissey extends as far as 
the Frozen Oeciin. 

' 7 . That bi'iwoen the Yt iiissey and the Lena. 

8 . Tliu' which lies between the Lena and the Indigirka. 
The tvv<i last slepps, also, extend as far as the Frozen Ocean. 

No country possesses such abundance of forests as Kua; V*..# 
^11010 yi"* some of them, however, in which no lunnan being 
has ever penetrated, and othois which are loo far removed frt>!ii 
ail) navigal !<» river to be turned to any considerable account. 
Silioria, in particular, possesses forests which are almost of mi- 
int^fusurabk extent. Those between St. Petersburg and Mos- 
cow, and between Vlodiiiiir and Arsamas, are very extensive. 
But if there be no navigable river, populous cities, or mines in 
the* n» iglib iiirhood of those forests, they arc of comparcitiv<*iy 
little value. Considerable numbers of trees rotawa\, others are 
blown down by the wind, and thus destroy all the young trees 
in the neighbouibood o( the s[^ot on which tifey stood. Jm- 
niensc numbers of trees ara also destroyed by leaving the bark 
stripped off them by the peasants to make ^hoes, which are 
called hptJ in the Russian language. The custom ni’ laying 
wliole trees on tlie roads instead of pavement, causes also a 
considerable dcslruclion of the forests; more particidarly, as 
t uch roads are constantly in want of repair. It has been ^ alc^^ 
lath'd that (^, 100 , 000 *11X68, supposing*^ach tree to be nine 
inclu sin diameter, are iK)ct*ssary to make a road of loO versts 
in length, and forty-six feet in breadth. Howxver, notwithstand- 
ing these uinted causes of^the consumption of wood, Russia 
has still a much greater abundance of forest than any country 
in Ikirope. Oak, biicli, fir, and willow, grow in different 
parts of it to aA extraordiniyy perfection. The ^wh^le of the 

C’Ampenhausen.] m 



10 


CAMPENH AUSEN S TRAVELS. 


Ukraiiv'j the Crimea, Charkov, Jnd Archangel, are remark- 
able for the excellence ctf their pastures ; the grass ris<‘s to an 
extraordinary height, and the cattle are large and strong. 

There are also few countries in fiurope which are so well 
watered as Russia, ft is intejisected in every direction by navi- 
gable rivers, which might still be rendered considerably iHore 
advantageous to the commercial interests of the country, if they 
Were connected with each other by cauals, which, in many 
parts, would not be attended with much difficulty. 1 shall 
enumerate the principal nivers of I^issia. 

1. The Dwina, which rises near Toropez, and separates the go- 
vernments of Livonia, and Courlaiid from Lithuania and i^o- 
lotzk. It empties itstjf into the Jialtic, and has tourlccn tails, 
which, however, are neither steep nor impetuous ; it receives 
several small rivers iu its course, but >3 not dee p enoiigli, even 
tinder the walls of Riga, fof vessels of more than QGO tons 
burthen. 

2. The Neva, which issues from the lake Ladoga, runs 
through the city of Petersburg, spreads out into several branches, 
and loses itself in the gulf of Finland, at Cronstadt. Its wiiter 

^S^jure and healthy for those who are accustomed to it ; but it 
frequently has a purgative, and sometimes the confrary effect 
on strangers. Its course is about sixty versts, during whicli it 
receives the Ischora, the Ochta, and the Tosna. 

3. The Narova, which has a magniticent fall a few versts 

from the city of Narva. • 

4. The Kynien, which separates Russian from Swedish Fin- 
land. These four rivers empty themselves into the Baltic. 

5. The Kubauv which is the Hypaius of the aucients; it rises 

on Mount Caucasus, and forms several islands with thc?Tumesek, 
particularly th^ beautiful island^Taraan. Its course is not inter- 
rupted by rocks or waterfalls, but it is not* deep enough for ships 
of considerable burthen. ‘ 

6. The Dnieper or Boristhenes of the Greeks. This river 
empties itself into the Black Sea. It rises about 150 versts 
from Smolensko, near the spot where the Dwina and the 
Volga have their sources ; jwid pursues its course to the length of 
^150 versts through^^he most beaiitifu) and fertile part of the 

Russian empire. It has thirteen falls of different heights, al- 
most all of which retain the Greek names, wdiich they bore at 
the time of the Constantines. It abounds in fish, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cremci\^schnck, its* banks are covered wdth sedge 
and reeds, in which immense quantities of water-birds, particu- 
larijr bitterns build their nests. It receives^ the Desna, the 
Sosch, £nd .several /Smaller rivers in its course. Its water is 
wot healthy. 
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7 . The Bu", which separates the Russian and Turkish empires, 
and receives the Sinucha in its course.# These two rivers form 
a triangle, two sides of wliich constituted the frontier of the tzvo 
above mentioned enipinis, and on thc^ thitd was the kingdom of 
Poland. Tliere is a small city huilt on each side of the tri- 
angle. 

8. The Don, or celebrated Tanais of the ancients, which runs 

from North to South, nnite.s itself with the Sosria, and after 
having run through a space of more than 1 100 versts, strikes 
out into three branches, wUch empty/thcrnselves into the sea of 
Azov at Tscherkask, the principal place of the Cossacks of 
the Don. It is too shallow for barks of considerable burthen. 
Its waters are muddy and unhealthy, ryid scarcely drinkable 
when tlu^ wind is fiigh ; however, it is so abundant in fish, that 
in the year *1 bought a w'aggon load of fish for the 

soldiers, for about three shillings. Its Sturgeons and the fish 
called SevnurOf are celebrated for theij size and the delicacy 
of their flavour. The Don runs through a fertile tract of 
country, and its banks, which are covered with woods of oak, pine, 
and fir, present a most beautiful appearnce. There is not more 
than 140 versts distance betw'ceii the Don and the Volga, buV it 
would b(^ an easy matter to connect these two rivers by a canal ^ 
if the Lanka which empties itsslf into the Don, and the 
Kamishenka which falls into the Volga, were made navigable ; 
and in this case there would be an uninterrupted communication 
between the Black Sea, the* Caspian Sea and the Baltic. Thi^ 
was a favourite project of Peter the Great; but was never car- 
ried into execuiioii ; and since that period tluf Sovereigns of 
Russia have sacriticed the most effectual mode# of promoting the 
national prosperity, to the piii'suit of brilliant but unprofitable 
schemes of ambition. , ^ 

9 . The rivers of tlie Crimea, These are not of any consider- 
able importance. The principal of them are the great and 
little Carassu, the Salgir, the Alma, the Catsha and the Cabarta. 
These last menUoned rivers all empty themselves into the Black 
Sea ; but those which take their rise on Mount Caucasus and 
the Ural Mountains, flow into the Caspian Sea. The following 
are the names of these \ 

10. I'he Terek, which is one of the most rapid streams in 
Russia, but contains but little fisli. 

11. The Volga. This is the most considerable river, and the 
most abundant in fish of any in Europp. Its course extends 
upwards of four thousand versts. Several lakes and springs 
unite themselves^ ill the government of Tver to form its source, 
and in its course it receives upwards of a huud reel rivers, of 
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Mliicli tliirh -three are consirlerabtt^ ; it empties^ itself into the 
Caspian Sea at Astrachaif, sixty branches, vvliicli form a con- 
siderable number of islands. Upwards of a million of bout- 
men and lishermen find occ upation and subsistence on it. "J'licy 
are ornamented with almost continued groves, and produce a great 
variety of vegetables, particularly asparagus of a superior qua- 
lify. It is navigable up to a hundred and thirty versts from its 
source, and is consequently of the greatest importance in a com- 
mercial point of view. The Russians have the greatest venera- 
tion fur this river ; and all the poets wlio have seen or inhabited 
its banks, have lacislied vast praises on it. The Russian pea- 
sants have a song nliich describes its inairifold good qualities 
the first verse of which' is as follows: 

()< h ti inalotisclika ' 

Kt'ka A'ojori schirakti 
Dll och-»».o och ti ineHc, 

Jb.fAt \’o]ga bcluruka. 


iC. The Kaninia. Before this river unites itself with tJj ‘1 
A^ga, it traverses an extent of country of JCOO versts, and 
forms llie communication betw’ecn the southern provinces and the 
northern, which lie at the base ofithe Ural. 

13. riie Ural was formerly called Yaik in Russian. It 
empties itself into the Caspian Sea near Curifle. A considerable 
number of loadstones arc found in the neighbourhood of its 
banks. Its course is calculated at 5000 versts. It separates 
the territories qf the Kirgises and Baschkirs. 

14. The banks of tlie Omba are inhabited wholly by tlie 
Ivirgises. 

15. 7'he Belaya is remarkable on account of the copper and 
lead mines, which are in tlje nelghbourhocd of its banks. 

J6. The Bir is reiiiaikable fo»* its waterfalls: there arc a 
number of ruins of temples, baths, and antique burial places on 
its banks 

The Northern Ocean receives the rivers which flow from 
Siberia and from the Ural mountains. I'he principal of these are : 

17 . Tlie Onega which empties itself into the White Sea. 

18. he Norlher»71)v\'iua. 

19 . I'lie Ob), winch traverses wri extent of country of three 
hundred versts. It has received the epithet tranquil, on account 
of llie slowness of its current. It is navigable nearly to its 
source, and forms a* number oi* islands at the spot where it 
empties itself into a gulf of the IVozeii Occini. 

^ 20 , T/jc Yenissey, winch the T-^ tars call Tlie Great River. In 
autumn it is five hundred and sixty, aud in spring above eight 
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Lundred fatlionrs wide. Alter It has watered a tract of <roiPUry 
of <2.X)() v(‘rsts it) length, it flows so geirll) into the 1 Vu/en Ocean, 
that its current is seaia ely perceptiljle. 

Irtisch, which is extremely sinuoie-, and after a 
course of liOOO versts it unites itself with the Oby. It receives 
several rivers in its course, particularly ihi* Tohol and the Konda. 

<2^2. 71)0 l .eiia, wliicli is one of the most convideraJ'lc rivers 
in Easlern biheiia. It divides itself into live brandies, of 
winch tliroc run in an eastern, and two in a wc-lern d’uaa'lion 
to the I'l'O/ren Oceain length (ji>iis conrst , which is 

versts, exceeds that of every other rivt r in Europe. It rises lu 
nioiinlains near tlie lake Ilaikal. 

C.'h '^J'he y\niur i-: called the Dragon liivcr by the Chines*^, and 
!)y the I'uitars of the hoixle of Manschn, ddie l>Ia('k Slreant. 
Jt is navigable in almost every part, and flows iiilo the Sc‘a of 
Okhotsk. 

The remaining rivers, such as the Aygara, wliich unites itself 
with the Venisst'v, tlie Kanischalka, the AiidaM’, the Pingiiin, th»‘ 
Indigirka, 3cc\ du not deserve a particular description. 


PAiri\ II. 


REMARKS OX SE\ EKAL PROVINCES x\ N D <MTirS O I 
RUSSIA, PARTICULARLY MOl.DAVl A, BES ;.»A R A P I A , VV A L- 
LACHIA, AND THE CRIMEA. 

A S soon as tln^ tVaveller lia*s quitted tlic mhrsliy and lieathy 
neighboni hood of Petej sbu.^y he arrives on the fi unliers of the 
governnu^nt of Novogorod ; and after having passed the Vol- 
chow by means of a bridge, half wood and half stone, he enters 
the city of Novogorod, which i.s extremely deserted and fallen 
decay. I'he cathedral churcli was .built in the year 105I , by tiie 
grand duke Jaroslaw, in honour of St. Sophia. The doo rs^ 
which are of bronze, aVe ornamented w iiirbas reliefs. Jojnancu^ 
speaks of this city as being ‘a place of considerable impoilance 
In fact, it belonged to the Hanseatic league in the I3tij centurv, 
and had an arist^ralic form ,of government, at the head of wliich 
was the celebrated Gostomisl, whose name is familiar to all 
Russians, and whose exploits have been sung by Suinui okov, one 
of the greatest fioetical geniuses of Russia. 
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Boriji Giidonov, the tzar of Riissili, was constantly at variimce 
with the city; but Lubeo, as an ally, sent an ambassador to the 
court c)i’ the tzar and re-established peace. The Volrhov, into 
which the Russians threw their idols, on embracing the Chi istiau 
faith, is celebrated in the songs^of the Russians, and in the popu- 
lar tah‘s of the Slavonians. Some ancient chronicles maintain, 
that ships of burthcrii fornieily came up the river as far as the 
city, and different treaties, which have been concluded with the 
Swedes, prove the truth of this assertion, which appears almost 
incredible at present. Aj^the Volchov is extremely rapid, it is 
seldom frozcMi over. It has several waterfalls, the principal of 
which is called the Head of St. John; it abounds in a fish which 
is called sig, {Sahao lazaret i(s) a species of salmon. The nohility 
of Novogorod is the most ancient in the Russian empire, and 
i.s extremely proud of this superiority, •The Rn?«sian language 
is luTc spoken in its greatest p\iiitv. The citadel was takeji by 
the Swedish general PoiUiis de la Cardie, who devastated the 
iurrouiiding country to such a degree, that his cruelty is liecome 
proverbial. i\oi iar ironi the city are the ruins of an old castle, 
which is said to have been the residence of Kurick, whom 
Cr^ornisI invited to assist him against his enemies, but who after- 
wards seized upon the country for himself, '^fhe castle is said 
o have been called Old Ivadoga, A name which is deriviul from 
ihc Sclavonian word Lader, signifying a place of repose. There 
ire suhterraneous passages in the neighbourhood of it, which 
ire said to be continued under the#bed of the Volchov. The 
eldest Russian coins were coined in Novogorod. I have seen 
iilver piccr^s in i. museum, which had been coined in Novogorod, 
n the l( iJth cenU^ry, and represented on one side a man ou 
iors( back. In the year 1781 several manuscripts were found 
lere in a tolcial^ly perfect state but although lliey were coni- 
ininirated to st veral academies, they havi* never been explain- 
xl ; they w ere written in the same* characters as an inscription 
jii a clock in the convent of bt. Saba, at Svenigorod, near 

oscow. 

The best meadow land in Russia is the neighbourhood of 
Novogorod. The bay which they produce, called Broniz hay, 
^ in great request at Petersburg, and is twice as dear as that of 
my ether province. There are a number of excellent studs here, 
vhicli belong to ih(‘ Emperor. In general the inhabitants of 
Novogorod have the reputation of being very litigious, and the 
K*st lawyers in Petersburg and M*oscow are the natives of this 
ilacc. '1 he government or district of Novogorod is bounded 
>n one side by a chain of mountains, the highest of which re- 
vives its^iauje from the village uf»Valday, which is celebrated 
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for the beauty of its M omen. Dunng the reign of the Kpipress 
Kli/ahi th, ii cdal mine was discovered here ; but as it has not 
siiu;c been vvorketh it is probable that it was not very productive. 

J^om the governnient of JSovogorod the road jtasscs through 
the government of Pieakov to 

WHITE RtTSSlA. 

Tliis province, wliidi but a few years ago came under the 
domination of the Russian Kmperors, was formta ly inco] poraled 
villi the empire, particularly the two provinces Pololzk and 
AJstislav ; the former of ulhch w^as tl^ dowry which Voh)diniir 
th(i holy received w'ith Ro<rnede-. the daughter qF llogewold duke 
oi Lithuania. I'his extremely ill peopled province contained, ao 
cording to a survey made in 1788, no iijore Than f)00,000 in- 
habitants ot die male sex. 

The soil is so sandy aud barren, that it dot^s not furnish sub- 
sistence for black cattle. 'Fhe poverty of the peasants is reii- 
dtaed still more insupportable by die injudicious oppression of 
the landlords, W'lio avail themselves of tneir feudal prerogative's, 
with unfeeling severity. A considerable part of tiie province 
is covered with forests of tir trees. 

llie late field marshal count Czernicheff, who was governoi uf 
this province, made roads through it in different directions, which* 
in point of beauty, excel those of every other country in luirope. 
In the middle is a broad carriage way, planted on both sides with 
alders, bircli trees, &c. On each side of tlie main road there 
are elevated path ways, whicii are also planted with trees. This 
work, which is worthy of the ancient Romans, is carried on, not- 
withstanding the various obstacles which naturcf opposes to its 
progress. A speeies of fern, {Filix Mas, in Ku^sian Paporotnyk) 
;iiid of sorrel {iiumex acctosella, in Russian Kis/itza) grow here. 
Tlu; pine trees me frequently hung with bee-hives, but the honey 
has not a good, col ouf, on account of the bees feeding on the 
blossoms of I’ufkisli wheat.* The appearance of tiie peasants 
indicates debility and disease. Their food frequently consists 
of the I irk of the oak, mixed w ith a kind of cake made of sorrel. 
The cause of tins excessive misery of the peasants appears to 
me to be as follows : When this province belonged to Roland, 
the men of landed property farmed out their extensive estates Ic 
a description (»f persons culled iijiddle men, wdio oppressed and 
impoverished the peasants, hnd generally were in a few years 
iable to purchaig the estate whicli they had farmed. 

The iuliabit.mtsof W hite Russiu speak a dialect, which is com- 
posed of tlio Russian and Polish languages. Their accent re- 
sesembies that of the Gussacks of the Don. They w ear a kind 
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of felt liat or hoiiuet, which resell. blcs an invcrtcj pot. Their 
siioes arcfnttdc of the bark of the birch tree, and a ’c called 
in the Russian language ; those who, as being of noble birth, 
are dislinguished by the title sclilachiiZy have the right to wear a 
black girdle, and a sword. IVrsons of this dcscrj[>tion gene- 
lally ciiitivate tliolr ovin littk; held, or are hired bgib the opulent 
farmers to tend their dov'ks ; they are flogged and insnltod lik< 
ollur peasants, but lluy o;joy the taiviabie privilege of being 
laid on a carpet to*reCiive their Hogging, insttad of being 
laid on tlu nai ed earth like vulgar criminals. It is singnlur that 
tin. pj.as.'iiUs i!j ihis country have almo.st all long nce!:s. and liieir 
heads leni as if they were palsied. The /7/e</ called 

in the language i)f the connlry KaltnUy is very gene al, and at- 
ta Is not only the huuian spi cies, but liorses, dogs and wob cs.. 
The hair on llic heatl and on diflerent parts of the body become 
iilit ii \\ith a idntiiiOLis matter, and entangled to snen a deg.ee, 
that it is imposbiblc to coml> it. If the blood be siiturated with 
thc' diseased matter, it ooze- out into the nails as well a.s the liair, 
and caust's lliem to become black and rngged. If the hair be 
cut oft' during the prevalence ol the disease, the patient is affect- 
^1 with head a< he, madness, blindness, or even death, according 
to the vioh nee of the disease. Physicians have of late began 
to treat this disease with niercury, but from the example of 
several pea.simts, vviio have it not in their power to em- 
ploy a plnsician, I am led to think that it is better to leave 
it to its regular course, for as soon as the blood becomes re- 
stor’d to its former purity, the diseased hair falls off, and is 
succeeded by hair, m hlch is as clean and as healthy as if the dis- 
ease had nt \er e xisted. Several persons have recourse to tlu 
disgusting and ridicuious remedy of steeping tne inatled hair 
of an old plica, in brandy for several days, and then drinking 
the liquor, others keep their lieadd shaved, bul by doing so tJicy 
only render the disease more vi’ulent. '^riuj^eueral disease is 
not treated with more judgnunt, and causes gi eater ravages 
On entering a village, I iuive seen several infected persons, buried 
up to the iK'cks in dunghills on the side of the road, where they 
are frequently left in the greatest agony for ten days or a fort- 
niglit, unit s.s they have the good foi'tune to die in the interim. 
Jt is evident from fJic physiognomy, dicss, and accent of fhe in- 
iiabiMmts of liie viilage of (Jsdiatky near T&cheriugovv, that 
colonies of Tiuiandcis have emigrated to 
iH^ighbourhood of Mstislaw and Pjopoisk, tMWTiHaT[>ilants hive a 
singular dialect, which seems to be composed of tj||f Russian, 
Polish, tierinau, Latin, and iVIoldavian languages. The follow- 
ing is specimen of it : — Cl^jlich wchas a tu seigei schmack- 
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schiitiis — Come into the hljuse, or you will be wet.— In me 
liba seni coide r — You love me in yoi/r heart. 

Tills province is admirably well situated for commerce. Two 
considerable rivers, the Dwina and the Dnieper pass through it, 
and carry it^roductioiis to the Baltic and the Black Sea: but 
even this vSfy trade costs annually the lives of a great number 
of ptTsons, who, unable to bear the rigijiir of the climate, die 
of difFcrcnt diseases. Tlie woods abound with Hying squirrels, 
Scinrus volans,” in Russian ‘‘ L-c?tiaga and with a kind of 
bluish crow, Coracias ga» rula,’’ ca]^cd in th(‘ language of the 
country Si/ovoroiika.” The tbing squirrel js formed like the 
common species, but is a good deal larger. Its skin is so loose 
tiinl it forms a kind of bag between its fore and hind legs, like 
that of a bat : this skin, w hen it is spreafl out, serves the animal 
instead of wings. When it wishes to Hy, it climbs up to the 
top of a tree, and perches on thJ thinnest branch, on which it 
swings backwards and forw'ards for some time : as soon as it 
perceives that the motion is strong enough to give it the neces- 
sary impulsion, it springs to a surprising distance, and supports 
itself in the air by means of its outspread skin; however, the 
spot on which it alights is always less elevated than that fic»*n 
w Inch it has sprung. Its hair is of a whitish grey colour in sum- 
mer, at which season the common squirrel is usually brown* 
The Jew’s seem to have found a second Palestine in White 
Russia ; cities and villages are often exclusively inhabited by 
them ; and the filthiness which is peculiar to them, may here be 
seen in its most disgusting extreme. The Jews here are mer- 
chants, innkeepers, and agents to the men of laniled estates. 

JVJohilew, ,the residence of the governor^ general, and the 
capital of tlie province, is situated on the Dnieper, and is sur- 
rounded by a mud wall of no great strength. Its public build- 
ings are elegant and ilplendid ; tliose of the inlial>ilants are built 
partly of wood and partly oP stone, 'lliere is a convent for the 
Jesuits, one for the Benedictines, and a Greek convent. The 
Greek church of St. Joseph is very magnificent, and was so cal- 
led in honor of Joseph the Second, emperor of Germany, w ho 
passed through here in i7S0. The Jiead of the Greek church in 
this province, and the principal of the catholic faith in the wiiol£« 
of the Russian empire, have palaces here.^ Near the city there 
is a high steep lull, which Charles the Xlllh. ran up, fcjllowed 
by a few of Iris guards, to attack a Russian fortification ; in 
which affair he was slightly ^’^v>unded. 

White Russia possesses a considerable variety of vegetables, 
which are made use of in medicine ; th^ re is a great abundance 
of the cochlearia, and thc’* serratula, called iu.RbliSUiu ser- 
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pischa ; tlic peasants cure theiil cliilclren of the cramp bv 
giving' them /MW.sy, inixcd with an infusion of moss, whicli 
has been stripped olF oak trees. As soon as the traveller has 
quitted this province, and passed the river Dessna at Tscher- 
uigov, he sees no more of those extensive tracts of country, 
which arc covered with wHd mustard and '^ntiana ceii- 
tanrium,” called in the language of the country zindelica.’" 
This last vegetable is made use of in Dubrovvna, in the brcwei it:s, 
to give a peculiar taste to a kind of strong beer resembling poi- 
nter. With the frontiers of this province, the tree called in Russian 
tscheriomucha, and in the'language of the country kalakolnschka, 
also disappears. ‘ It resembles the cherry tree, and has a white 
fragrant blossom : I have not seen it in flower, but 1 believe that 
it is the pniiuis padusi The peasants are extremely fond of tlie 
succulent roots of the equisetum. 

The peasants of White Ru^^sia are divided into three classes, 
and the country is portioned out, into uwalocks instead r)f dcsie- 
tincs, as is the case in t!ie other parts of Russia : a desietine con- 
tains 486 feet in length, and 180 in breadth 5 and a uwah>ck 
contains twenty square desjKtiiies. The peasants of the first 
class are called Semiani, from the word Semla, which means 
eaith : they are not employed in the labours of the field, as ihcii 
name would lead to suppose, but are made use of as overseers, 
messengers, &c. &c. They pay the landlord to whom they be- 
long fourteen rubles yearly for every male in their family ; t]j<;y 
pretend to be noblemen, and to have been forced, by their po- 
verty, or by the dishonesty of the land-owners, to inscribe; lii(;ni- 
selves in the q^ass of peasants : they call themselves Sclilachtiz ; 
cannot be forced to w'ork for the landlord : they wear white 
dresses, black caps and belts; never go without a sabre, and beg 
then bread when out of employment. Some of them possess 
the fourth par: of a uwalock,* which they cultivate with ihtii 
relations, who always live with them. 

The second class is called Gluchokunischnie : each peasant of 
this class receives from his owner the fourlli part of a uwalock, 
for wljich he is obliged to pay five rubles yearly. If he have 
several s i iis, he is obliged to take us many quarter uwalocks 
as lie has sons, and to pay five rubles yearly for each of them ; 
so ihat it may be cal^^lated, that each fUinily pays twenty rubles 
yearly on an average : they bcconwi lieredilary proprietors of the 
portion wliicli is assigned them ; but they can neither sell nor 
leave it : tluy are ^/ebcc adscripti. 

The third class is called Prigoiuioi : each person this class, 
who is able tci work, is obliged to labour for his master four 
days in t^e^^M eek. The* males pay six rubles yearly. Tliey are 
sia\es in the Vullest sense of the word, and may be sold separtiiteJy, 
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w as the owiic^r thinks proper: ihcir situation is extremely 
NvnTclied. . • 

] f any part of the estate remain undisposed of, it is farmed 
out to Jews ; many of whom have purchased estates here. In the 
♦owns, they ^ay a certain sum fca* every fathom of land which 
they possess, exclusive of the capitation -tax ; and besides this 
Jandtux, and the ordinary capitatiou-tax, every Jew is obliged to 
pay a ruble and tweniy-iive copecks to the crowm for every male 
ill his family. It is impossible for him to procure an exempt 
tion from this tax, even if he possessed such large landed estates 
as the [h>lish counsellor of state JLevi Aaron tlamsche. 

"riie principal towns in this district are Polotzk, Witepsk, 
Babinovitsch and Dubrovua, in all of which Prince Potemkin 
established manufactories : Orscha, wliere the princess Sophia, 
sister of Peter the Pirsf, founded a convent ; Scklov, one of 
the richest towns in the province, in which general Sontsch 
established a military school ; but whiclj, since bis death, has 
btH'ii transferred to another place. Tchetschersk, a small town, 
with GOOD peasants belonging to it; and lastly, Homel, which 
CJatliarine the Second conferred on Field Marshal Ronianzov, 
together with 1(2,000 peasants, as a reward for his s(*rvices. 

The river Sosch runs near Homel ; and although the bed of 
the river is by uo nH*ans wide ui summer, it swells considerably 
after the siiow' has melted, and was six versts from one bank to 
tile otlier when I passed it in 17B8. After having travelled a 
distance of thirty-five versts,* 1 arrived at 

. l.ITTLE RUSSIA, OR THE UKIlAlNi:' 

Tills bcuuliliul country, on which nature t pours forth her 
blessings with a liberal band, was as extensive as Old Russia, 
bt'fore iSiberia, Astracan, and the; Asiatic provine^ were united 
with it. As it was formerly the frontier of Rirssia, it received 
the name of Ukraine from tlie Russian word Ukraiyu, which 
mo.’ans frontier. When Russia was divided into governments, 
several of the districts of the Ukraine, such as Pultava, Gultva, 
&c. &c. were united with the government of C/iitharineburg. 
Kiev, celebrated for the number of its churches, convents, 
chapels, and catacombs,, and the hospitality of the inhabitants,* 
is the capital of the province, and the seal of government, mid 
of the courts of justice. 

Kiev is an extensive city, but contains nothing worthy of 
attention but its catacombs, • . 

The city of Dobranka is inhabited by the people called Ros^^ 
colnicks, who became so tiirbuleut in the year 17^)0, because 
one of their churclies was takei/possessioii of for the Ruifeiaus of 

c 
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the established religion^ that it was thought necessary to reduce 
them to obedience by military force, i shall speak more at 
large of this sect in another place. 

Tschernigov is a large but decayed city, which is the seat 
of a governor, and of an archbishop (in Hussian ^rchire). It 
contains a number of churches, one of which is in the form of a 
rotunda^ and Ivas built by the grandduke Jaroslav Volodime* 
ritach. In another of them are deposited the remains of the 
two brothers and saints Boris and Cbieb,. who were assassinate d 
by Swietopolk- The Des^vna Dows in the Tieighbourhood of the 
city and inundates the adjacent country every spring to the ex-^ 
tettt of ten or twelve wersts. 

Neschin is a haiidsone populous tovim, and has an extensive 
trade, which is in the hands of the Greeks and Armenians, who 
are established there. The empress Anna .Ivanovna gave them 
numerous privileges; and iheif commerce consists chiefly in the 
following ai tides: Winps, preserved fruits, Greek soap, leather, 
and silk manufactured articles, which they purchase in Greece 
in Asia ; and export to the other provinces, perfumeries, which 
are not inferior to those of Montpellier, liqueurs, &c. &c. 
There are tw'O fairs held here annually^ which are much frequented. 
The city is surrounded by marshes, which abound in snipes and 
different kinds of water- fowl, 

Lubny is remarkable on account of the siege which it sustains d 
against Charles XII. The air of Lubny and Chorol is so 
healthy, that consumptive persons tri.vel thither and soon recover 
their lieaith. It is here that the plains or stepps begin, which arc 
inhabited by the Marniota citelius. This little animal is a kind 
of field-mouse, biR is speckled with black and yellow, or grey and 
white. It lives in perpendicular holes which it digs in the earth, 
and which it seldom leaves but M night, when it makes a disagree- 
able howling noise. It has two long front teeth, by means of 
which it is able to defend itself against a cat. A large species of 
ow l, called in the language of the Ukraine Pugatsch, destroys con- 
siderable numbers of them. They are caught in the following 
innnner; water is poured into their holes, and as soon as they are 
wet, they spring out ; but as they cannot run fast, they are easily 
-kilied. The skins ot‘<everal hundreds of them are required to 
make a cloak, as only about two finger’s breadth of the back 
can be made use of. They are generally used for the facings of 
great coats and saddles. 

Graditscheck is thejast city of the Ukraine; for at a short dis- 
tance on the other side of it the government of Cathariiieburg 
commences. However^, it must be recollected, that these re- 
marks wfre written at the time tha^ Russia was divided into go- 
vernments, since that period many changes hgve taken place. 
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INHABITANTS OF THE UKRAINE. 

A number of old Roman cobs have been found in the.neigh* 
bourhood of Graditscfack. I have see* some of Augustus, Ves* 
pasian, Traja*, Antoninus Pius, and a considerable number of 
Marcus Aurelius and Maxiiitinus. 

Having oBipe passed Tscbernigqw, the traveller sees no more 
shoes made of the bark of trees nor wooden houses ; as on the op- 
posite side of the Dessna, the peasants here are all mure opulent. 

The houses in this mild climate are built of branches of trees 
interwoven with each other, then plastered over with mortar and 
whitewashed ; the rooms are general!); wainscoted, and the roofa 
are thatched. 

The inhabitants of the Ukraine, like those of ail southern coun- 
tries, are indolent and dirty, except in the^r houses, which are ex- 
tremely neat. They work no more thari is sufficient to enable 
them to procure the •bare necessaries of life. They are not quite 
so much addicted to drtmkeniicss *as the northern Russians, but 
their liquors are more palatable and equally strong. They are 
extremely licentious, and suffer very much from the venereal dis- 
ease. They seem to have a natural genius for poetry, -and the pic- 
turesque beauties which surround them, Jove and brandy, are 
usually the subjects of their poems. Their ploughs, which go 
on wheels and have a double share, are drawn by four, six, and 
sometimes eight oxen, and as* the soil is extremely heavy, it is as 
much as they can do to turn up the surtace of it. They seldom 
harrow the land, but generally sow it immediately after it has 
been ploughed. They cut •ail kinds of corn with a scythe, to 
which a kind of rake is fastened; and as they are passionately 
fond of music, they generally have one or two nufsicians to play 
for them w hiist they are at work. Their dai^:es are' gay and ani- 
mated ; and that called the Kamarin’^kaya is so delicately \(dup- 
tnous that it is extrenily difficult to give it liu: qeire.-ssaiy expres- 
fiioTi, and at the same rime to avoid violating dccoumi and mo- 
desty. * 

The language of the inhabitants of the Ukraine generally ter- 
minates in a vowel. Their dress, particularly that of the rich, 
is a niixtui'e of the Polish and Tartar cosiunies. I’he nobles are 
extremely proud, and reckon amongst the first families only those 
Mhich have had a Heyinan, a general, or a chief justice. T.. 
these belong the Kotschubeys, the Kuliabakas, liie Besborodkos, 
the Skurapatzkys, 8cc. &c.* These distinguislied families are 
descended from the Petschrnegian Tartars. NotNvitbstanding 
their pride, they have not the folly to djsdain commerce, Ibr m 
the U kraine every man is a merchant or a farmer. 

PiTiits of all kinds grow to great pcifciection here*, particularly 
that kind, whose name I only*kiiow in Russian Deron. • 'i'his fruit 
is preserved in a particular manner, and is much liked throughout 
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all Russia. The farmers distil liqiiors from the fruits wiiich 
thei: jrardeus or tieids produce, and w hich are called by the ge- 
neric ih,;ne Nalivky ; to tliis name is added that of the fruit from 
\t hicli iht'y arc extracted, for instance, Rasp-berry JMalinowka ; 
Cherry Vischnovka ; Plums, Sliwenka ; Sic. Sic. Jtis a singu- 
lar contrast that all the horned cattle in tlie Ukraine are ex- 
tremely large, and that the horses are always sinull, altliough ll)ey 
feed on the same pastures. The soil is black, and so rieli that it 
never requires to be dunged. The only mode wliich is evt r 
adopted to enrich it is to l»qrn the grass or stubble. The nn’net 
which is grown here is of a peculiar large kind, and gives f‘X- 
cellent groats. It is always sown in fresh land, and particularly 
in fields where pines hiwe stood, and been Vrurned down for this 
purpose. Amongst the luimerous varieties ot birds with which 
the woods and fields here are enlivened, J hqve observed a sin- 
gular kind of lark, wliieh has^'a tuft of feathers on its head, 
which it raises erect when it sings. Its song is more pleasing 
than that of the commoif lark, but it does not soar so high. In 
die woods there are stags, hares, and foxes, but few w olves, and 
still feiver bears. The rivers abound in every kind of fisii ; par- 
ticularly that wliich is called in Russian Vyresub, I'his fish is 
unknown in every country but the Ukraine and a part of White 
Russia. If it he taken out of the viver and put into a pond, it 
dies instantiv. 

A spiral cartilaginous substance of the shape of a plumb stone 
is found in its head, which, when lai(^^ for some time in oil, be- 
comes transparent and resembles amber, and is purchased by tlic 
Jewesses to nudvC necklaces* 

SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE ROSCOLMCKS. 

The Koficolnicks, or as they also call themselves StariverUy, 
which means Ancient lielievers, are schisiliatics of the (ireek 
rhiirch, and art.* divided into several sects. As I passed somct 
time in the country which is principally inhabited by them, tliat 
is betwa^en Starodub and Rlizabethgrad, I have taken pains to 
Dhtain aiuhentic information relative to them, and shall conunu- 
licate such details as 1 liave been able to collect froni niy en- 
^iries, and from the perusal of a manuscript which M as written 
jy the Archimandrite ^Vndreas Ivanov, in Ochta, entitled, an 
Account of tlie different Sects in the Russian Rmpire. 'J’he origin 
:>f the iLOScolnicks is as follows: Some priests who were stripped 
)f their gow ns at different periods, sought to take revenge on the 
'overnment, by insinuatihg to the lower orders of the people that 
II primed copies of the lljlile were con uptt d, and that th(’y alone 
verc in |)os»;€ssjon of the genuine co[jfcy as communicated hy (iod 
uuibelf to the saints and prophets. Abakiin, a priest, and two 
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♦{♦ aeons, I'oodor and I^azarev were tlie heads of tliis new sect* 
whicli gave itsdlf the name of Starivertzy or antient believers. 
Tiiey ordained priests, and baptized only by iiinnersion in l ivers. 
7'lie faualicisni of the people was eariicd to such a pitch at tliat 
})eriod in diflerent parts of the country, that several thousand 
liussiaiis quitted thtdr homes, and established tlieiiiselves in (he 
woods of Olonez, and in the government of xNischni-Novogorod, 
in order to be able to worship God actording to their own 
principles. Some of these proceeded towards Moscow, and 
Iniplized anew ad their proselytes, oj whom they made consi- 
derable numb(‘i .s ; tliese called themselves Perekrestschenzki, or 
Auahaptisls ; tlu y hud no priests or irilni.stcrs, and did not marry 
at iijst, but had their women in comqjon. A third divisioii 
tuin*‘(i towards Poland, and settled near Voronesch, where one 
ol their members, ^whe* had ordained himself priest, built a 
timrch which he dedicated to the Virgin Mary. This sect 
sprt‘ad in Knssia on the banks of the Onego, and called 
ilself Popovtschnia, or The Priestly. This last sect biancb- 
c d out into live different divisions, which were nil at variance with 
each other respecting different articles of faith ; the first w'as the 
sectof Wtlka, which was the most numerous of all; Sd, the 
J^iiicou(i\tschina, which had deacons but no priests, forint d 
itseif in I70(i; 3d, tlie Perelnasanzy, or Makers of holy Oil, 
licronu's niysttridvi mai old; 4th, the sect of the priest 
Stepliaiius, \> ho crossed themselves in a particular manner; and 
iliose who had come fregn the village of r?^ hcniobol, which 
b. h {iged to the btarostv of Cholkevitz, these blessed their con- 
go g.itions with lights. A\l these sects had the gi latest aversion 
for cacii otiier^ and agreed only in one point, \iihich was to vow* 
an denial hatred to tiie establislied churcli. 

"i’he sect of ^ clka could not b^ar the idea that feler the Great 
should unite in his pciV;on the dignitjcs of head of the church and 
of the state; and on this account the greater pa^t emigrated to 
l^oland. Idle tiiiperoi excited all his eft'orls to induce them to 
tetuni, and at length succetded; they established themselves in 
liie neiglibouihood of Starodub, and in a slioit time seventeen 
consiiierable villages were wholly inhabited by them. "Jdiis is 
the. principal seat of the seel to this day, aUliough considerable 
numbers 'accepted of the advantag^^ous oiTt is which a person of 
the name of Chaletzky made them to emigrate to White Kussia. 
They there took possession of an island m the river Sosch, be- 
tween Tbchetschersk and Home!, and call^ul it Vetka ; however 
this spot was soon too small for their increasing numbers. They 
Spread out into the country, and built the four villages Kossez- 
kaya, Dubovoilug, Papsuyefka, and Muriiiia, who^si; uhilcd po- 
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f ailaticn amounted to 15,000. The government of Poland al- 
owcd them the free exeit:ise of their religion^ and thus enriched 
the state with a number of industrious citiiens. New colonics of 
this sect built ten villages in the neighbourhood of Homol, and 
with the conquest of White Bussia they came again under tlie 
Russian scepter. The sect called Diaconovtschiny was founded 
by a deacon of the name of Alexander in the year I70f). Ani- 
mated by a desire to distinguish himself, he persuaded the igno- 
rant that he had discovered egregious errors in the tenets of all 
the prevailing sects. H e^maintained that the benediction should 
be given to the people by a perpendicular, and not by an ob- 
lique movement of the hand, and such like absurdities. He suc- 
ceeded in his wish ; but after his death, and that of his disciple^ 
his followers reunited themselves with the established church. 

Another class of Uoscolnicks estublisbed themselves betweei^ 
Tscliernigov and Novogorod- Seversky, and arc remarkable for 
their industry and tl^oir riches. They built eleven villages, 
wdiich were emancipated by Peter the First, and since that pe- 
riod they belong neither to the crowm nor to private persons. 
Catharine II. gave them the rights of citizens, and divided them 
into guilds ; they are partly of the sect of ^"etka, and partly of 
that o( Peremasanzy ; but their common interest lias extinguished 
the animosity which characterizes* those two sects. 

The Popovtscheny maintain that he who reads the Gospel is 
not stedfast in faith. They sent a man of the name of AiUonius 
zs deputy to the archbishop of Yassiy, to intreat him to send thorn 
a bishop ; but lie found some means of avoiding to comply with 
their rcquesl.'^ Jn the }ear 1731 they united themselves with the 
sect ot the Diaconi, and repeated their former entreaty to have 
a person of the Vlas (Blasnis) created bishop. The aichbishop 
consulted the patriarch of Constantinople, who offered to com- 
ply v^iih their request, on couditiou they would admit twelve ar- 
ticles which he should propose tcvthem; but as they peremp- 
torily refused to agree to this proposal, such of them as had esta- 
blished themselves in Moldavia w^ere banished. It would 
be too severe a satire on the human mind to enumerate these 
absurd articles, for the enforcement of which the state de- 
prived itself of sojrnany industrious citizens; and sooner than 
comply with which imridreds of individuals sacriliged for ever 
their country, and the establishments w hich had given them bread. 

A man of the name of Stephen Jaroblcv, who in the year 1725 
had stolen 240 lubler in the convent of Caselsk, for wliich he 
had been condemned to be flogged, began to make his appear- 
ance asjhe Icadt r of a's^ict in the year 1 r33. After he had suf- 
fered Iu9 puiiishment he was scfft to the convent of Solovezkv, 
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fr(»m wlience he made his escape, but beiug taken again he was 
coiHlennied to imprisonment for life. 

He a\ailt d himself of the eloquence ''with which he was en- 
dowed bv nature, and of the good education which he had re- 
ceived, to work upon the minds gf his fellow prisoners. His 
congrf gation was soon composed of persons of the ^rst distinc- 
tion, who were induced by the fame of l)is eloquence to enter the 
wails of a prison to listen to his discours{‘s, Tlie Synod, alarmed 
at his growing popularity, ordered him to be sent to Siberia ; 
but some of his followers attacked thegua!<l wliich escorted him, 
as ilicy were passing tln ough the iorest of V’^aioslav, and rescued 
him. He was brought in triumph to ivetka, where the inhabi- 
tants rec( ived him with joyful acclamation^, and proclaimed him 
their l)ishof>. He read masses, ordained deacons and priests, and 
was the tirst of the v'ct M'ho introduced choirs into the service 
of the church. He was tyraniiicafly severe towards the clergy; 
and as he never pardoned their most triflipg errors, their hatred 
bt'camc boundless. At lengih liearing that Raphael, archbishop 
of Kiev liad orders to apprehend Iiiin, they fell on him unex- 
])('(’tedly, tied him down, and delivered him into llie hands of the 
archbishop. IHs death, whitii took place in 1735, rescued him 
from the disgrace and piinishrnent which awaited him. 

'i {?e illegal mode in wliicfi Jacoblev was created bishop, 
auakened (he Jealousy of gov<Tmncnt ; and as repeated remon- 
stjance.s were of no avaM, the empress Anna gave orders to 
colonel Syiin to march again tt the revollers at the head of & une 
I t ginients of the line and Cossaks, and to bring them to obedi- 
^ence l>y force, lujur thousand of them were lalcn prisoners 
avul sent back V) their dift'crcul birth-places, their wooden 
eliiucli was embarked in a large boat on the river Sosch ; but a 
coming on, both the boat luid the church '#ere buried in 
the waves, 'i’he sectah saw in this storm the hand of provi- 
dence, and l)c{ieved that liod find taken their chinch to himself; 
and lioni that time, whenever they are asked of what religion 
they arc, they answer that they belong to the church in the wa- 
ters. With tlie aid of their brethren in Uobrianka, they built a 
fe:[)lendid church in 17h’o, and a nionaSlerv for 200 monks, and a 
convenf near it for 100 npns. I'lie monks had no refectory, but 
dined with the mtns, w hom they called their sisters ; and such of 
tiieiri as hud no sisters were obliged to dine dith the inhabitants 
ol tlie toM II until a vacancy occurred. These monks became in 
a short time excessively licii by the donations which were made 
them, and by their earnings in the villages where there were np 
regular elergyrnen, ^I'his sect w^as so •much attacheij to the 
bouse of Chalizky' that when ilTc troops of prince RaUzivil waged 
CAIMi^ENHACSEN.] J> 
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war against it in the Polish manner, and made an incursion on 
his territory, they M’ere attacked and defeated hy the sectaries, 
notwithstanding the ho^^ror which all the Roscolnicks, without 
distinction, have for w arfare and bloodshed. 

In the year 1760, the empress Elizabeth piildished an edict, 
but without any success, in which she oflered an amnesty to all 
the Roscolnicks living in Poland who should return to Russia. 
Catharine II. issued a proclamation in the year 1764, in which 
she invited them to return, and olfered them their choice to iiH 
.scribe themselves either ^is peasants or citizens ; gave them llie 
liberty of building villages for tluur own sect, and only reciuired 
in return, that they should furnisli their proportion of recruits 
tc^ the army. A considerable number of them returned, and 
established themselves in the government of Kiev, partienlarly at 
Slarodub, which village is almost eutirely inhabited by them. 
Still, as many of them contiiiiietl in Poland, and bad the audacity 
to commit outrages on the frontiers, the c inpn ss sent an army 
against them in 1763, and upwards of 120,000 of them transport- 
ed to the colonies in Siberia. i bey have built a splendid 
church ill Starodub, and in the year 177^ tlu y sent deputies to 
their brethren in Mosctiw , where a kind of council was licld, 
which was wholly taken up with ridiculous disputes relative to 
the works of archbishop Saba and bisliop Martirius of Antiocli. 
It was intended also to establish general church-cereinonies for 
all the diflerciit sects, but tlic IVaemasuiizi rejected every pro- 
posal which was made, and conlii,uicd faithful to their old cus- 
toms. 

The sect Cf the Diaconi has made the gi cat(*st number of pro- 
selytes, and is become extremely numerous in ihg.goveruiiicnt of 
Tsischni-Novogorod. Peter the Great gave hirnsell consider- 
able pains to unite them with the Greek church. He raised to 
the arcliicpiscopal dignity a maiiof the name of Pyprini, who had 
been many yeais one of their monks. Pytirirn assembled a coun- 
cil, to which he proposed 130 points, which lin y were to 
answer ; but they presented him in their turn 240 points, and 
demanded a categorical answer to each ot them. 'Ehc arch- 
bishop sent circular letters, to all their priests, monks, nuns, and 
elders in the diocese of Nischni-Novogorod, demanding them 
whether tlu^y had received his 130 disputed points, and whcth(!r 
the 240 which he had received contained their opinions. He 
then opened a council, with an eloquent discourse, beginning w ith 
the w^ords of the evangelist, Mandatum novmn do vobis ; be 
explained to them the sign of the cross, and the w'ord Alleluja, 
but all was in vain ; a considerable number of these peo])le eini- 
grated Russia and Poland^ and established themselves iu 
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B<?s^nra1>ia and IVIoldavia. A imin of ^he name of Ambrosius, 
who had escaped from the convent of New Jerusalem near Mos- 
cow, preteniled that ho had been created bishop by the arch- 
bishop of Siberia ; but that having discovered the errors of the 
Russian church, he preftTred being merely a priest amongst the 
true believers. He first n^paired to Starodub, but not thinking 
himself to bo in safety there, he retired with a considerable num- 
ber of followers to Yassy, where he was acknowledged archbishop 
by the metropolitan. 

All these sects of the Roscolnicks, of which there are about 
7C, differ from each other in some nnimportant church ce- 
remonies, but agree in the principal tenets of their religiorr 
'^J'hey prefer manuscript to printed books ; each of them makes 
the sign of the ci oss^ in m particular manner ; they all hate the 
paintings or other representations bf Russian saints, particularly 
those vvliieh are represented naked in the Italian manner. They 
never curst', and abhor tobacco in all itsTorms. Their painters 
who are employed to paint their saints are obliged to make several 
>v('(‘ks preparation for this holy occupation. There are immense 
numbers of these sectaries in Bessarabia, in Moldavia, and even 
in (’onstanlinople, where they are not only tolerated but are al- 
lowed tiu' public exorcist; of their religion by a lirman of the Porte. 
1 hav(’ liave set n an archbishop of theirs who was the stupidest 
and most unpolished monk that ever 1 had the misfortune to 
become acquaintt'tl with, {n order to give the reader an idea 
liow trifling the difference is between the (Jrreek church and that 
of the Roscolnicks, I shall quote apart of their service, wliich 
has excited th#i greatest acrimony, and given rige to the most vio- 
lent disputes between the two churches. It is the Easter hymn, 
Voskrt:snaya Pesu, or the Psalniostys Anastaseos ^of the Greeks. 
The following is the Russian wit\i 3 literal translation : 

Chiistos w'oskrese is nioert- Christ arose ffoni the dead, 
wich. 

S inert Smeitjiov poprav. And be ennobled death by 

death. 

I souschiin wo grobe gien And he gave life to those 
daroval. lying in the grave. 

I’he Roscolnicks sing 

Christas woskrese is moert- Christ arose from the dead, 
wich. 

Sinertjiou na Smelt nastoupis. And by death he rose supe- 
rior to^death. 

I grobnikam gisn podaril. And he gave life* to those 

I lying in the grave. 

O 2 
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In the year 1785, a Ukase, inviting the Roscolnicks to reunite 
fheniselvcs with the Russian churrli, was publlsLcd with consi- 
derable success, '^lliose who lived ni the governnienl oi'Catha- 
rineburg submitted to the conditions proposed, with few excerp- 
tions. Theie is a sect of Kuscoliiicks in tliis government, in 
which the women pe rform the religif)iJs functions of tlie clc rgy. 
AH the Koscolnick sectaries in this government are uneler the 
inspection of the archbisliop ofTauris, a man of con>ide*ra]»lc 
learning, as well as his coadjutor Moses, who is kn(j\vn in the 
literary world by liis transialions of Aulus Cbdiius, and of llie 
ecclesiastical History of the Abbe Uleury. Russia ct>uVjins at 
present about 300,000 Roscoliiicks, who have several convents 
and an Aiichimaudrile In the city of Nicolayev on the Rug. 

I 

KllKMKN TSenUK. 

Krc rnciitschuk lies under the oo’-’ of longitude and 4!)"^ of 
latitude. Its name is' deiivcrd from the Tatar word Krc- 
inentschock,’’ which means imich dest i t.” Jt is situated on 
the left bank of the Dnieper, and is surrounded In the little 
river Kahamlyck. A fruit which the Russians call l\in, and 
which grows in abundance on the }?:inks of this river is called 
here Kahamlyck. This town, which is at pre^eiit the largest in 
the whole government, contains nothing renuu kablt‘, but does a 
good deal of transit-trade, as it is advantageously situated b('- 
tween While Russia and the Crimea. M’he inerchauts here are 
for the most part Aniieiiians, Greeks, and Jews, and are very 
opulent, "i’hi? principal articles of eannnn'rce arc, din'crenl kinds 
of w(H)deii ware manufactured in W lute Russia, |iitch, tar, iron, 
and lowg whicli are sent to the Ciimca, from wfit uce J’m kish 
stuffs, leather, (dreek wmes, and fruit are impoited. 'riuae is a 
bridge here o\i^r the Dnie.pcv, wlnrh,, liowcvt r is the only one in 
the govennnent. J'lic repeals cl muiulations of this liver and tiie 
city of Cutharinebnrg, vvliieh has been lately built about I tO 
versts from lu re, are prejudicial to the the trade ol* Kreineiit-* 
schnk. Exclusive' v)f the aboveinentioned wataxs and prodiielions, 
the shops are filled with dates, luisins, difiereut kinds of to- 
bacco, soap, and lastly a fish which is called Karakatizza. Jt is 
found in gi eat alnnuhaice ill the jEgeaii *Sea, fiom whence it is 
conveyed to Krcinentschiik by vvater. Before it is bfiiled, it is 
beaten on a stone until it froths. It is served up with a kind of 
sweet sauce of a red colour, and is a vt iy favourite dish of the 
Greeks. This is iheTirst town of Itussiu in vvhicli tlie word 
Ibizar is heard, which iu/iWkish means market. IJie mode of 
living als<i is, cliifei cut here from that whicli l»bad before ub- 
gerved. The rtihabilants live almost entirely on llcsli ; it rarely 
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happens that thfey have fish or ve^etaUU s to be served on thrir 
tables. They have a kind of s<Hip, hosvc'^tr, whicli is made of 
groats and vegetables, of which they aie very fond : this soup is 
rather sour, and is called borsch^ from the name of the carrot 
which is boiled in it. 

I here met with Moldavian wine, for the fust time. It is ex- 
tremciy light, and, when it has age, leseruhlos Mo/.elle wdiie, 
T!ic wine which is grown near the city of Siidack, in the Crimea, 
iT'^<mibles young Hurgnndy in flavf)nr. best vineyards in 

thi s country arc those in the nei^ iihouiliood of C-ho son ; there 
are also various kinds of liqueurs made. huTc, \vhi<‘]i in Uiissia are 
s ailed Nalifky. ^I'he town of Kremenlschuck (Um.s luit contain 
more than 10f)0 houses ; the soil in the iMiighboin iuK)d of it is 
saiidy, and almost covered vvilii lierinana glaltra. ft C jjrohahlo 
that the btd of tht! Dnieper, vvtnch has often changed place, 
was oiK-e nearer the town than it is at present. Jt contains 
several rocks of granite, which, in soine*places, rise above the; 
surlacc of the water; and the most beautiful agates are found 
on its banks. It abounds in fisli of all kinds, pai ticnkirly stur- 
geon ; l)ut the tish which most abounds here, is one w hir h re- 
sembles tin* sturgeon, but has a mon* pointed Ium L It is iVc*- 
^euvaUly seven feet long, and has l)ut one fin, wlfudi is on the 
back ; its bladder furnishes a kind of glue. I liave given It the 
name of Acipenser rutln'iius uaso acutissimo. Idie hanks »>f the 
Dnieper are in some places covered with die s{)t‘cies of C'Hble 
snail, called M vtulus polymorphus, and eon^iilerable numbers 
fo' small tortoises, called 'rscherepaeh, anil large bift iii-iiavourt d 
craw-tish are ^)Uiid in it. • 

The sandy stepp, (ir plain, whicli surrounds Krementschuck, 
resembles that of the Volga, ne^ir Aslracan. l^exeited myself 
ni vain to find the Calligonum Poly<|onoides, which a ci lebrated 
naturalist asserts to have seen^liere. 

This leafless shrub, which was so well known to tlie ancients, 
on account of the Noma<les making the points of their l inee^ 
from its roots, was no where to be found, notwitlisuinding my 
unwearied researches, Tiiev cultivate here lamsiderahle quan- 
tities of Indian pepper (Capsicum aunuum), and sun-flowers,, 
(Hclianthus annuus), in* Russian/^ Podsolnihclmick. I'he pea- 
sants extract an excellent kiiuf*of oil from tlie seeds of tliis latter 
plant. The gardens swarm with little green frogs (Rana arbo- 
rea), and a kiiul of grey li2£Mtl ; green li/ards are veiy seldom 
to be seen here. Professor Saussurr, of Geneva, assi i ts that 
he has found green lizard-s, boiled to a ^elly, to bo ot conside- 
rable benefit in nhe venereaKliscasc. . • 

All kinds of poultry are here of an extraordinary bi/e and 
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bt*aiitv; aiul peculiarfy \V4‘n-flavoiired. The blu6 Caspian goose 
(Anas cygiioidos), with bhu k beak; and Persian ducks (Ana^ 
boschas), with a re<i ring round the eves; are here in consith^' 
Table nuinhers. The stork of Mount Caucasus (Ardea Virgo, in 
Russian (Jorschkoy lura\l), with grey feathers, red eyes, and 
a tuft of feathers on the head, is kept here in the farm-yards, 
perfeetly tame. 

The Dnieper, which is the celebrated Borystlum<'s of the an- 
citaits, is so rapid, paitieidarly on its right bank, that the boat- 
men aii; oblige d to lake every precaution (o avoid be ing carried 
away by it. Its waters are agitated by a violent wind, wbieh 
rises every day about four oVIoek in the afternoon, fts left bank 
is covered with a kirul of reed (Arundo donak), which groves u{> 
to an unusual height, and ahouiuis iu swans (in Russian Lf^bed) ; 
pelicans (in Russian Raha') ; rhd-coloiired ducks, whose diminu- 
tive feet an* scarcely able to sustain their w ( ighty bodies ; water- 
bens; all kinds of snipes' aiul beantifiil red thriub (Turdus roseus). 
handles of penkniv(‘s an' made of the b<‘ak of the pelican. 

The island of Kortyz lies lower down the river than the cata- 
ract of Vclliga. Jt is nine \ersts in diameter, and is surrounded 
on lhr('C sidi s by rocks of granite, of upwards of (‘O feet bigfi, 
which give it ti very rofuantic apjTearaiu’C. It deiives its name 
from tlie Polish word Chortz, a lioiind ; as it was formerly re- 
inarkahlr for the e\( ellc nt ({nalilyof its liouiuls. J have in no other 
s[)Ot s(‘<.n such a quantity of nmshrvoins as lu're. In the month 
of May, the banks of the Dnieper appear as il they were covered 
with snow , oh ac count of the quantity of a kind of shrub which 
bears white' blosj^om'J, aiul which the Russians /‘all Volscha- 
iiina ; 1 believe, that it is the Vihurnuin Tinus. 'llns river is 
only navigable^ for large ships /orly versts below Cherson. IW 
means of a mac bine, called i\ camel, ships of war may be w orked 
up the river as far as Kysseniis, a vSlage which belongs to prince 
Besborodko. 

After having ])assed the Dnieper at Krementschuk, I entered 
the little town of Kriukoff, in which there is a botanical garden, 
which contains nothing retnaikable, although it has been laid out, 
and is maintained at tlie e\ pence of the emperor. 

The road from Kriukoff U> ,Elizabelfigracl and Calharinoslav 
is extremely inoimtaiuous. 'l'hcst‘ mountains, which extend as 
far us the sea of contain gold mines, which, however, are 

not very productive ilje river 'Bcrda, from which they take 
their name, contains great quantities of beautiful granites, par- 
ticularly iu the neighbourhood of the fortress of Petrovka. 

Alexafidriu, a small town, which contains 8?0 inhabitants, lies 
betwteu Kriukoff and liiizabethgrad : the meadow s on both sides 
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of the road arc extremely ru h, and are covered with game of 
all kinds : deer^ harevi, and billiards, secern divested ol‘ their na- 
tural timidity, and approach the carriages as they pass. 

Klizabethgrad lies in a beantiful valley, which is watered by 
the Ingid. '^riiere is a great number of w iminaills on the heights 
which surround the town ; as eveVy innkeeper is obliged to have 
one, to obtain respect amongst llie Cossacks, liilizaljethgrad 
has the appearance of a Dntcli town, as all the avenues ap- 
proaching it are ornamented with trees, and the river runs be- 
tween the fortress and the town. It has five cluirelies, and 
l^jOOO inliulntants. The town, whi^h owes its foundation to 
the empress lili/alxah, is the capital of New Servia; the fortress 
was constiucted by general Meder, but would not hold out long 
against a European army which should ftesit ge it in form ; as 
the besit'ging army vvoulij no longer be exposed to llui lire of its 
batteries, after huviiTg passed thc^Ingul. 'J'he country bctw'ceu 
the Ingid and tlie Bog, was formerly the residence of the No- 
gaian 'Tatars. The principal forests in»lhis country are tlioso 
called Neroubay, VVelikyless, iMatronin, and Tschornoyless. 
"J he last-mciitioned of these furnished the limber for the con- 
striK tiou of the iiussian fleet in the Jliack Sea. Jt is called 
^J'sc(,ruoyh*.ss, or Black Forest, on arconnt of its Ik :»ig so thickly 
grown as to prevent the light from pencil atiug into it, 

A considerable quantity of saflVon grows on the banks of tlie 
Ingul, in the neighbourhood of Elizabethgrad. But the inha- 
bitants are so ignorant, that they have never turned it to any 
account. 1 have procured a beautiful colour from it, by le^,ving 
its stalks to dry, and then rubbing them. j 

'J be distance from Elizabethgrad to Olgio^iol is 131 versts: 
Olgiopol is a*very healthy sjiot, as its name inipoi ts ^ the inhabi- 
tants are chiefly JMoldavians, who established themselves here dur- 
ing lluj wais betw’ecn the Bussiafts *ukI 'Turks. They are mostly 
graziers, and are very opulent ; but they are so laconic in their 
answers, and at the same lime so penurious and inhospitable, 
that one seldom hears any thing from them but Noui, or 
Nousclidi — We know nothing. We have nothing. The air is so 
pure and healthy here, that, although in the last w'ar with the 
Turks, the ilussian army, in which I served, consisting of twenty 
batallioiis of inlanlrY, sixty-six stjuadrons of cavalry, anti twelve 
thousand Cossacks, was for time encamped here, we had 
but few sick ; and many of tha sick whom we brought wath us 
recovered ihcir health in a fcM’ days. The town is situated on 
an eminence, at the foot of wliich the SiniTcha falls into the Bug. 
The former of these rivers was once the boundary between 
Jinssia’and : the Jattgr divides Russia from T iirkey, and 
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t!)e latter country from Poland ; so that the cannon wliit h wo 
tired here re-echoed in thjp three empires. The communication 
between Russia and Poland is effected by means of a ferry over 
the Sinucha, at Bo^gopol, a town which is chiefly inhabited by 
Jews, and belongs to Count Potocki ; and the ferry over the 
Btig is at the little Turkish town of Oita, whillier Charles the 
Xllthflcd, after having lost the battle of Pultava : a Pascha 
resided in Oita at that time. In the last war between the Rus- 
sians and Turks, the former laid a bridge, consisting of thirty- two 
pontoons over the Bug at Olgiopol, v\here it is 378 feet wide; 
the principal maguicines of ^the army were also in tliis city. There 
are a number ot storks* nests on the roofs of almost all the 
houses at Olgiopol ; the air is filled, towards evening, w ith the 
insect called Scarabuu'is rhitioceros, which is a kind of cock- 
chafer. About seven versts from ibis spot is the romantic vil- 
lage belonging to general Tea’iely, wltich still retains its (Jreek 
name iMnygea. When, the Gret.ks abandoned it, it was taken 
possession of by the J'ogaian Tatars, from whom the present 
inhabitants are descended. 

The whole of the Russian army, under the command of prince 
Potemkin, was encamped in 17^9 on the heights between Ol- 
giopol and Emygea ; however, before 1 advance into Bessarabia 
and Moldavia, 1 shall say a few' words relative to the Zaporog 
Cossacks, which are at [wesent dispersed throughout ilifferent 
parts of the empire, and relative to the government of Calhari- 
lioslav, the most extensive that ever existed in Europe. 

Tlie kings of Poland, to whom tlie whole of the country on 
the banks of the Dnieper belonged, were obliged to keep a con- 
siderable force here, to prevent the different hordes of I'atars 
from destroying llie forests, or the fish of the Dnieper ; both of 
which formed important objects of revenue. But the expence 
which this measure occasioned; induced king Stephaniis liallori 
to offer various privileges to such persons, as should think pro- 
per to colonize and defend the exposed district. Several persons 
from Little Russia established themselves in the neighbourhood 
of the celebrated cataracts of the Dnieper, called Nenasilytzki, 
and enticed a number of vagabonds of different countries and 
religions to join them, and their numbers multiplied in a short 
time to such a degree^ that they had no tonger any thing to dread 
from the Tatars, and extended ;)icmselves on both sides of the 
Dnieper, as far as Cherson. They formed a code of law's, the 
piost important of which were, that the chief of the state should 
be elective ; that the *most perfect equality should exist amongst 
the subjects ji that the land should be considered common pro- 
perty ; females shoijd be confined iu villages as» 
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signed to tliem* distinct from those iitliabiled by the men, and 
that they should bo enjoyed promiscuously and in common, 
luiastl}, they gave themselves the name of Cossack, from 
the Avord Kossa, a sickel, whi^h instrument they used ou 
tlic day of battle, instead of a standard. Tliey made them- 
selves formidable to the Tatars, and revolud against the 
Avho, during the reign of Wladislaus, attempted to 
de[>rive them of their privileges. The Cossacks solicited the 
aid of the dV.ar of Muscovy, Alexis^ Michaelovitsch, at which 
time their state w’as perl’ectly well organised, and was governed 
by Chiheliiitzkv, a man of great courage and immense 
wealth. All the pnlilic acts of his reign, ^md of that of his suc- 
cessor Mazeppa, began with the usual formula of crowned heads. 
We by th(i grace oj* Gorl, 8cc. <k.e.” lie founded some mo- 
nasteries, in one of which it is saitf there are several manuscripts 
relative to the history of this nation and of l\)land. 

As Mazeppa, contrary to his expectation, could not prevail 
nj)on the whole of the Zaporog Cossacks to espouse the cause 
of Charles XII. and as several other nations, which also bore 
the name of Cossacks, but had different laws from those of the 
Zaporogs, refused to take part against the Russians; he entered 
into the service of Sweden with 3000 Zaporogs, who were at- 
taclied to him. The battle of Pullava decided the fate of the 
Cossacks. Peter the Great banished them from Russia, and 
they were constrained to lly tt) the Chan of the Tatars, who re- 
ceived ord(!rs from the Turkisli government to ^ive them that 
.tract of land which lies betw'een Akermaii and Render, but to 
watch their iiKwements with the greatest vigikmce. The Em- 
press Aline, who was engaged in war with the Turks, seeing the 
advantages which slu^ might derive* from the Cossa<:ks, gave them 
an invitation to relurn to iheir^native country, which they joyfully 
‘^accepted of; and as hordes of criminals and vagabonds ilockecl 
to them from all countries, their iiumliers increased in a Von- 
derfnl di groc ; but ' they at length became so turbulent that 
'Catharine 11. determined to deprive the nation of its independ- 
ence, and to oblige it to submit to the laws of Russia. Some 
regiments received orders, to surround their newly-built capital 
city P.okrofsk, which measure Ivas immediately put in execu- 
tion ; and wdien the Zaporogs *iCcre hemmed in on all sides, it 
was proposed to ihexii, either to quit Russia, or to till their 
lands, marry, 8cc. Sec. like other Russian subjects. Some tlioii- 
sands of them went over to the Turks, hut the more numerous 
and better part of the nation were portToned out into different 
villages, received' lands, and Vere treated in every respect a? 
Russian sulijects. 

campejnhausen.] b 
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Prince Potemlcin raised a regiment of them, called the bVavc 
Zaporogs, a title which they rendered iheniselves woithy of in 
1788, at Otschiikov, by taking the island of Bereiiaii by storm. 
The mountain on which the fortress was situated, was extremely 
steep and ditth ult to climb, hut the Zaporogs ran up it with in- 
trepidity, and drove the 'I'urks from tlicir entrenchments. It 
w-as a singular circimislaiire, that twenty armed boats in tlic 
Turkish Iket, conuiuinded by llassan Pacha, was at the same 
time manntd by emigrant, Zaporogs. 

So long as the Zaporogs foimcd an independant nation on the 
banks of the Dnieper, they had a number of singular customs, 
some of which 1 shalj j elate. 

1 can answer for the truth of what I advance, as I was em- 
ployed during the w hole of the w^ar, und Jiad numerous o|)|>or- 
tiinities of conversing with the most enlightened of them ; and 
as 1 took up iny winter-quarter.s in the house of a Zapoiog, in 
Pusclikareffta, who had been Attainaii of the nation befoie it 
wass deprived of its iiulependance. 

Th^ chief of this nation was called Kosehawoy, and each vil- 
lage was commanded by an Attaman. It is incorrect, that foreign 
authors call llnj chief of the Cossacks, Hetlman oi AtUanan , it 
is only llie Cossacks of liie Don who are conmiandi'd by a 
fleltmun. Ainoiigst the Zaporogs, the Attarnans were as com- 
pleuly subordinate to the Kosehawoy as the meanest of the sub- 
jects. At the election of the Jvoschawoy, the nation was 
assembled in liu: Setscli, the capital city, and he was generally 
chosen from ‘ amongst the Altmiians; but somi times a common 
Zupoiog was racsed to the dignity. 'i'he person of whom 
the public made choice, continued Kosehawoy for life, unless 
the commissipn of some henious crime lendered it neces- 
sary to tlivest him of his aulhoiity. On the death or abdication 
of a Kosehawoy, a day w'as appointed to chuse his successor; 
and the different candidates made the nation acquainted with the 
heroic deeds which they had achieved, either in battle or in the 
chace. The commonest Zaporogs had it in their pow’er to 
insult the candidates, not only with woids but with blows* 

Feel/' they said to him on this oQcaMon, feel how this 
fiinai ts, and take care not to any greater punishment than 

necessity requires.” He who the greatest iHimber of blows 
with patieuci'^ w as elected Kosehawoy, provided he had already 
given proofs of his courage. Ttre Zaporogs incorporated per- 
sons ol’ all nations and religions with themselves ; but the adop- 
tion or naturalization wus attended with some particular ceremo- 
nies. aooii as the candidate {ft osented himkelf for admission, 
the Atlantan of the village, with which he expressed a desire to 
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be incorporated, exhorted him in llie^ most earnest manner to 
lenouiicf Ills project. 

The painful precarious mode of life of the Cossacks avjis 
represented to him in the most frightful cedours. Every person 
had a right to insult, and beat hinf ; but if he ptvM^'ted jh his de^ 
termination, he was stripped naked, and his eloalhs a ere burned 
in his presence. lie was then clothed in liu^ coarse woollen 
dress of the Cossacks, and w’as presented with the square felt 
cloak (burka) which the Cossacks always hang on theii slioulder, 
on the side from whence the wind »blovi’s. I'hus dressed, he 
was given to a Zaporog, whom he was obliged to serve as a 
slave for a year. At the expiration of the \ear he was admitted 
amongst the Zaporogs, and partook of eheir toils and of ihoir 
rewards. IVo Zaporovs aiw'a>s lived in the same house, and 
aU and slept together, and wer^ waited upon by those who 
wushed to be admitted amdngst them. Whatever they acquired 
in their excursions into the Turkish and* Russian empires, or in 
the eliace, was divided, with the most scrupulous honesty, 
amongst the couuimiiity at large. But the prisoners whom 
they made in their frequent invasions, the married men, and 
those who braved public 0])in]on so far as to content theinselve» 
with one woman, were excluded from all share in the spoil. 
This distribution was executed with so much good faith, that in 
the year 1778, after the river bad been drawn, and the hsh sold, 
the Zaporog sent the sum of five rubles eighty copeks to Prince 
Orloff, whom they had (‘lected an honorary member of their 
^tate. ' • 

If a fonugner entered tlu ir territory, they received him and 
Jiis suite w'itli the gieatest hospitality. I'hls hospitality wa« 
carried by them to sucli a degree, that a Zaporog never left hia 
hut w ilhoui setiiug bread, 8alt> $]>intuous liquor, *and sometimes 
flesh-meat, on the table^ i\mt the traveller wlio might iiap|rjien 
to arriv4‘ in his absence, should find some refreshment. 'J’he 
owner of the house in which the traveller lodged, was his guar- 
dian angel. The doors had no locks, only w deii bolts; how^- 
ever, every thing that he possessed \yas consiv jred simred. But 
this good treatment only lasted so long as the traveller continued 
on the territory of the Zaporogs ; the moment that he passed 
the frontiers, he was followed slw* plundered of w'halever articled 
of value he possessed, 'fhe ^men lived in villages, each of 
which was governed by an Altamaii, and were forbidden, on pain 
of death, to set their foot in the Selsch* or residence 4>f the 
men. Each Zaporog had a right to make use of them as fancy 
suggested. \Vbt;>t a woman >yas pregnant, no person gave him- 
self any trouble to ascertain who was the father of the child, as 

jE 3 
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it brloivrcd to the natioij at large. If it wasca boy, it wasl 
brought^ into the Sctsch at four years old, and was educated 
there; lint the gills \\ere left with the mother, and as soon as 
they were niarriag(‘able, were oblig(‘d to submit to the embraces 
of whatever free Zaporog took a likmg to them. Four women 
always lived in the same hut. If a Zaporog fell in love with a 
girl, and expressed a desire to marry her, he was allowed to do 
so, but he lost all ughtto ^^hare in tlie produce of the chare, and 
W'as obliged to till the land, and pay a ceitain tiibuto, which 
was divided amongjst tlie Caporogs of the Sels(*h, who st}led 
themselves tree and noble. It is a singular fact, that mairia<>o 
was gually uspcelod h) this savage nation, and that, from the 
moment that a mariiaj,c was concluded, no Zapoiog dared to 
usurp or infringe on the rights of the ljusband. An ignomini- 
ous death was the j)uiiishmentc)f adultery. ‘The Zapoiogs had 
but two capital punishments. Either the criminal was hanged 
on the liist tree, or was tied to a stake in some public 
place, and a bottle of stiong liipior and a stick weie laidoi 
the ground by him. Each person who passed by, drank a glass 
of the liquor, and gave the ciiminul a blow on whatever part 
of the body he thought jiropor; and this lasted until the 
culprit expired. In cases of theft, which were extremely rare, 
a string ot hoi sc hair was diawn through the fleshy part of the 
culprit’s ears ; a Zaporog held the ends of it in one hand, and a 
whip in the other, with which he ilogged the criminal through 
the streoU of the Setsch, until lus ears were torn ihroniili. 
Those who liv?d in the villages wxrc persons who had bein } ii- 
soners or stolen, the married men and the women ingeiuial. 
These were all oliliged to till the land, and to furnish a ceitaiu, 
tribute in kind to the inhabitants of the Sctsch. Not only the 
Zaporogs of the Setsch, but llie Attamaii and justice of each 
village, received, on a certain da}^ a portion of bread, meat, 
brandy, &c. sufficient for a week or a month. Each Zapoiog 
wap bound to deposit the booty which he had made, in the hands 
of the person who was appointed to receive it. The most 
trifling act of dishonesty in^ the performance of this duty w as 
piiuislied with death, and was easily discovered, as two ahvays 
lived together, and there wxre no locks in the houses. The 
cloathk and burka ol the Zupof^r were woven by the women, 
and delivered on an appointed day. A considerable part of the 
nation went every year to the neighbouring fairs in Russia and 
Poland, and expended in a few days continued debauchery the 
earnings of the whole year. 

The Zaporogs» were oLltged to gve a tenth pitrt of their earn- 
iuRs to th# church of* Pokrofsk* the nclies of which weie im-* 
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jTiense, and were afterwards transported to Petersburg to adorn 
the church of St. Isaacic. I'hesc riches consisted of an altar 
and several laigc chalices of n;a.ssive silver, and more than 400 
sacerdotal vesiuK'uts, cnibrouleitd with pearls and precious 
stones. The partition whieh s(*pi;rated the sanetnary from the 
body of the chureh, was also of solid silver, oniiuaeiUed with 
pillars of^ gold. 

When the Zaporogs formed an in<lepetiflant Tcition, under the 
prote(;tion of Ibissia, iIkw could send 50,000 tneti into tlie tield. 
Tlu^y paid no tribute to the lliiSsian^T<o.vii, but were obliged to 
furnish Piissia with black caUb; rit a fiX(*d price. Tiuy gene- 
rally stole these ciittie IVom' their neigiibours, and evt u from the 
Kussiahs themselves. I'liev were aiso <fb!iged to purehase their 
spirituous liquors fron^ the Knssians ; and it is pu»baljle, that 
they conducted themselves «eareab!y. tiny wf»nld not have 
been molested. J3ut their eoutimu d invasions and robberies on 
the fro»iticrs of Russia, and the dange»*» with which they threat- 
ened the inhabitants of the new town of Cherson, induced the 
Empress to dt'prive them of their indej^cndaiice, and subject 
them completely to the yoke of Russia. 

1 shall not dwell on the ancient history of the government of 
Calliarinoslav. Almost all the nations who liave euiigrafed from 
the north to tlie south-east or west, have passed through or 
cstablisiK'd themselves in it; hence arise the great number of 
foreign names and customs which are to be met w illi here. 

Ill some places, for instance, the Slavonian custom of rolling 
or eating boiled eggs on, the graves of departed rc^lalhins, is pre- 
served ; and also that of singing, in spring and autumn, hymns 
ending wdth *lhc w ords Dido and Lado, which correspond to 
Venus and Cupid. The present inhabitants of this government 
are, Russians, Foies, Servians, Greeks, Armenians, sf) me Swedes 
and Germans. Tlie Russiuftis are not in considerable number, 
and are chiefly peasants, who have run away from» iheir masters. 
A colony of invalids has been established at Nicopol/and is in a 
tolerably prosperous slate. The Roscolnicks at Solotarofka are 
extremely rich. 

i^oles are very numerous ; but as they are in general an 
idle vicious people, tRey do not continue long in one place, 
and frequently abandon the %;^ages which they have themscives 
built. I ^ 

The Servians and Hungarians established themselves here 
during the reign of the empress Elixabelh. They inhabit the* 
cities of Elizabethgrad, Alexandria, Mirgorod, and Zentov; are 
extremely opuJiint, and havi'jgivcii this district die name of New 
Servia : tliey formerly providetl the Russian regiments of hiu-* 
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ZArs with recruits, but this is no longer the case.. The Greeks 
and Armenians come originally from the Crimea, and inhabit 
principally the district of Bacliuiuth. They are almost all 
graziers, and are generally so rich, that they have no reason to 
regret the vineyards which wc<e abandoned by their ancestors. 
As wood is scarce in this part of the country, the inhabitants 
burn a kind of sedge, which they call burian, and dried cow- 
dung mixed with grass. In oidcr to*"iender the cow-diing lit for 
burning, thov diive a long pole into the ground, and lieup up cow- 
dung and gj ass round, which they tread until it has acejnired the 
iiec(‘s»ar\ eonsibtei1c\ ; when dr\, they puU i>nt the pole,, and cut 
the fuel with a spade, in proportion as they want to make use 
of it. 7^his kind of lit ing gives a veiy stiong heat, but is not 
calculated for the kitchen, as il rendcis the meat which is 
roasted at it perfectly black, ai^l gives it^an unpleasant i^mcll. 

Those of the inhabitants who aie siiid to be of Swedish origin, 
are about <J()0 in nuink<M\ They arc all from the Livonian 
island Dugho, and are a mixture oi Courlandcrs, Ilsthonians, and 
Finlanders. They live mostly in the neighbourhood of Kisikir- 
men ; they arc of the Moiavian leligioii, and their dialect, which 
is a compound of llie languages of the above-mentioned coun- 
tries, is very difficult to be understood. The (ircrmans, with 
the exception of those who live in the neighboinhood of Kliza- 
bethgrad, aic in a deplorable condition, whuh is occasioned by 
their drunkenness and phlegmatic indolence. The JMeiinonibts 
are mostly fioiii Dantzic, and were 1*130 persons in number, at 
the period of Uicir emigration. They enjoy consult ruble pi ivi- 
leges : then travelling expences were paid, and each family re- 
ceived five hiiudretf rubles to purchase stot k and ifiiplements of 
husbandry, and also fifteen copecks a day until the first hai vt'st. 
Sixty desajtines V)f land wero assigned to each iamily ; during 
the first thirteen years they weie exempt from all rent and 
taxes, and, at the expiration of that period, they were bound 
only to j)ay fifteen copecks yearly for each desaetine. 

They furnish no recruits, but are much more advantageous to 
the state than the colony of Moravians at Sarepta, as these are 
fond of emigration, and are obliged to send to the principal seat 
of their religion such part of theii earnings as is not necessary to 
their subsistancc. * V , 

The Mennoiiists itih;ib||bii ^flie island of Chortiz, a considerable 
tract of land in the iieii|di^rhood ^pf Kisikermen, and the banks 
of the river Coiiskie vXda, which the Turks call Dgilkason. 

The climate of tbh goveniineut of Catharino^av is very 
changeable. I have freguenlly seen Reaumur’s thermometer 
rkprto in the month of July, Tlmnder-storms are frequent 
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und dangerous here. An atmosphere ^)f a yellowish hue, a wind 
whic li raises the dust like a pillar into the air, and a dread- 
ful torrent of rain, are the foreniiiuers of a thunder-storm, of 
which no adequate idea can be Jbniied. 1 was overtaken by a 
storm of this kind whilst I w’as on a march from Akerinaii to 
Palanka, which lasted tlirec hours. The horses of the regiment 
refused to advance ; and, in the squadron which I commanded, 
a dragoon and three horses were killed. T[’iie nights liere are 
generally extremely cool, and it is, advisable tb change one's 
cloalliing at the setting of the sun. The soiJ may be divided 
into three classes : The first is a loam, or clay, mixed w ith sand ; 
the second, in the neighbourhood of the^Black Forest, is black 
and extremely fertile ; the third, near Krinkoff, is a peat marsh. 
Aldiough lire greatest p%nt of the soil is remarkably rich, the 
liUTTrer cannot hope even for a ^middling crop the first year, 
as the earth is perfectly filled with the roots of weeds, which are 
thickly interwoven with each other; and, a few hours after it has 
been turned up by the plough, it is covered with saltpetre* 
Unremitting industry gets the better of this evil, and in the third 
year the harvest is abundant. The only w oods in this govern- 
ment are in the district of Klizabethgrad. llie wandering tribes 
who resorted formerly to this country to feed their droves and 
flocks destroyed (he woods for the purpose of enlarging tlie pas- 
ture-grounds, and to prevent their cattle from escaping from them. 
That considerable forests formerly existed in this country, is 
proved by some old treaties which were concluded by4lni»itihabit- 
onts and the Tartars, in virtue of which the former were allowed 
to fish to the <iistance of sixty versts beyond Otschakov, and the 
latter had liberty to cut wood to the distance of sixty versts be- 
hind Kisikermeii. The Dnie|>^r,^or Borystheies, is also fre- 
quently called the Woody il^er in old w ritings. However, the 
immense quantities of cattle of every description which feed here 
at prejsent, would eat down any young trees which the farmers 
or landholders might think proper to plant. A great part of the 
landholders of this country have no slaves, or peasants obliged 
to w’ork for them, as- is the case ifii^nost parts of Russia, but 
are obliged to employ Qllicr gVRsies, or some of the w^andering 
tribes, who pass through the edimtry at ibe difl'erei#t .s^a.'ons of 
ploughing, sowing, and reapuip. When those waiificiers con- 
tinue a sufficient length of tim^to f>e constantly einplo\ed, they 
make an agreement wiili the •landholder i’h>r the w iiole year's la- 
bour, and receive a fifth pait of all the crops, fn winter they 
live in tents or huts, round the house of the landlord, and con- 
sume whatever they have eaiiR:d in summer. If they be dissatis- 
fied, they take their hay and corn alon?? with them, aid fix their 
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abodes m tlie rieiglihouriAg towns and villages So Ion" as they 
have men ns of support. When a peasant agrees to enter into 
the h* ! vice of a landholder, the latter must give him a eertaiu 
quantity of land, free of all t:^es_, for lliice years, and as miu h 
corn of all kinds as is necessary to sow it. Even when this 
period is expired, the peasant must not only work a day in the. 
week for his landlord, but must repay tlnit which he has reccivtai 
ill advance before he ean h'av<' him. The discontented ehara 
of tin se men, ?ind the nei^hbonrliood of the Turks and Poh's, 
oblige landlords to treat them in a veiy jnil.d manner. In the 
interior (if ill e country, biiwevcr, partlfulariy n! llu' lieighbour- 
hood of ka}dack, ihe^^ are more sevprrb, dealt wid; ; llu y are 
there obliged to work two davs iii the week foi* thtir laniUord, 
and to give liim a portion of tht ir eit>j»s ^is rent ; and also, a 
rerta in portion of corn for eie h |)ajr ol O.oai which tin t i.tjep 
for the plough. I'he pea .ai.ls lu re art' not eonsi jcit:*.- as slaves^ 
aiid formerly were exerip<t.d from fiirni.shing recruit;? ; liowever, 
at pixsent, they ar<' oh!i*j‘ <1 to furr.id; t!;cir tjiiuta. 

Of all the species oi' grai*.: v. iJclj a a.j* wn i;< rt , ryt', (^alled 
by the Russians aiaiautka, and by llu- Tmkr aiiiunt bogda, is that 
which thrives the mc<l. i?‘« aie larger end yelh)\ver 

than those of the consmtui ih.id it i' :•? into sttasv' a gotul deal, 
but its ears are at tlie same tine wry long, and so < niupact, that 
even in the monlh of October ; o grains iuil frou; them, h is 
usually sowed thinly, and Is tlut dietif in *An^. t non iield, on ‘a iloor 
made of/*,h\v, on wliieh the corn Is trod ont ! y uv horses, 

instead of being thix'ihcd with Hails, it gciurally cut wiih a 
scythe, to which a rak<; is attached; but soinelimcs it is rca]r. d 
with a sickle. 

7'hc propricVirs of estatcsjitive not the pri\ilrge lu re (d' dis- 
tilling brandy and other iicjuors, as js the case lliroughoul almost 
the whole of the mutli of Kurupo, iinhess they have iniuie a 
particular agreement witli the person tf) whom government has 
farmed nut the monopoly of tiu* distilleries in the province. 
The liquor which is distilled here from rye, is extremely ill tasted 
and weak ; however, tlie^poblemen, and even such of tlu; Cos-^-* 
sa^ ks as arc at llu ii ease, liave^i bettei .kind, which is rendered 
»till more [)alatable by tlie varwlLs fruits which grow here in the 
the greatest abuudaucr^ The giycleRs here are generally let out 
to inerehants iu j^j^efent paitsYof Russia, who dry the fruit 
which they pf oduce sell it. }ii the >ear 17^0, 1 w as quar- 
tered fh a spot which w^as to furnish recruits to the regi- 

ment to which 1 belongfid. I lodged at the house of a j)easaot 
of the nai:^ig^0f Vassily l\>jiov, wlib liad too orchards, for w hich 
he recei!i4d 7li0 lubles rent from a mci chant of Tver, and still 
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rpf5crv^ fruit U^es enough to supplji his family, ponsidtin^ of 
fourteen persons, and mine, eleven in number, with fruit afld 
with ch erry- brandy ; and still his orchards were by no meatis thd 
largest in the neighbourhood. 

Every nobleman pay*^ a tax of ft'om one and a half to ihiro^ 
copecks for each desaelnie which he possesses. Tiie peasants 
of the crowvi are obliged to pay live copecks fora desa^tine, of 
which each peasant has thirty ; the Zaporogs alone have sixty*- 
six desa?liiies. / 

lliis goveininrnt lies between the Dnieper, tlie^^ug, and the 
Sinucha, anu is intersected by the Ingii! and Liguletz, two rivers 
which arc called Argul and Argiiletz, in Delisle’s Map. The Ingul 
ront*ain‘; a lish which is perfectly round, affid measures six inches 
from the head to the t^il ; it has no tins, and is not thicket 
goose quill. The banks oS the Inguletz are extremely 
beautiful, aijd are thickly planted witli fruit-trees. The river it- 
self resembles the Rhone and Guadiana,^ as it loses itself under 
ground for a considerable distance. It is a considerable breadth 
in all parts of i., but w here it empties itself into the Dnieper it 
is two versts broad. At the vx-'age of Davidobrod,/on the Ingu- 
Jetz, about eighty vttjsts from Cherson, there are two statues 
of colossal size, which have been found on a Kurgan, which 
is the name given to the hillocks of earth in the Stepps^ 
oiv extensive plains -f this country. It is not known whether 
these statues represented divinities or the i^overeigns of the coun- 
try. Tliev liave extravagant!/ broad faces, bracelets pii the arms 
and logs, and a figure of the sun on their breasts 5 »tlfB/^re cut 
•out of a kind of greyish sand-stone. ^ 

Near KrivoJ-Rok, which is a post-station ^ u the Iiiguletz, 
there are numerous slate-quarries, and farther up the country are 
the quarries of sand* stone, of which Cherson is*built. There 
are immense nunibers blj he insect called, sro/opoy/drf/ morsifans, 
in .the language of the Tartars kirkajalc^ to be found in these 
quarries; and it is singular enough, that this insect is only to be 
met with here' and in the Crimea. It is a species of the mille- 
pedes, but it generally five or six inches long : its body, which 
is of a dark brown colour, has ten trapezoidal protuberances, or 
shields, each of which ha^ two fec| on each side ; so that the insect 
has forty feet hi nlI. The twenty%fi/s*t protuberance forms the head, 
which is armed' wdth two pror^s, in the form of pincers, by 
means of which it fastens itself m^ter biting. Its bite is as vene- 
mons as that of the tarantula, and the Tatars always carry some 
combustihle nialeriai along with ihem to purn out the part m I nch* 
has been w'ounde4* 

The road from Elizafaethgrad to Uherson as a contmuect but 
CUMPENHAUSEN.] ^ 
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^gradual ascent; and, in many parts of it, the rolling, of tlit 
carriage pix>duces a noise Sis if it were hollow. There arc ex- 
tensive mead;) ws on both sides of it, in v^hich the grass gro\^s 
to an extraordinary height. A kind of plum (pritvm in 

Ttiissian tiorn,) grows here i!^ great abundance, and the inliahl- 
tants extract a st»ong, heady, but agreeable liquor from iji. The 
mascula, in Rtissian lieron : the rrata\e;u^^ major ^ in 
Russian shifiotmk; the rjfd cnnaiil, WZ/rs, in Kussiuh po/r/.scAAy ; 
the elder, shMnem ebulus^ in Russian hojja)ii>chn}ky are all 
abundant I have %eeii oitolaus here in winter, wlikh 

have a remaitable good flavour; they aic called danm'hnikj/ 
by the Rnssiaas ; their coloui is a daz/hng while; and, although 
they are winter-birds (x*‘ passage, I have secntlu^m near Chcr.son, 
so eaily as the latter encf of .Inly. I have also seen here great 
numbers of bustards, in l{u->sian drdchzea : /\jabian geesc^,in 
Tiussiaii si repet ; lapwings, and bitterns. conquest o"f the 

Crimea, and the tiaiV to which it has givemiM., has infested 
this country with iiekl-rats of an ciiorinous size, ^\hose iiniii- 
bers mcregse so rapidiy, that it wdll be diflienlt to get rid of 
them: they are cnlkd in llu'-siau pmlouaL;, and the Tatars 
call them olkiu?n situ'hau. A kind of grape, not larger than a 
currant, grows wild in the islands of tin Dnieper; it is culled 
/ni Russian Ihi/tiasw, and is dned loi exportation.' 

, The flocks of slu'ep lin nil'll a principal part of the exports 
of this country. It is not unusual to sec se\eral thousands 
of fbcni grazing together in an e\t<».biv(j plain, even in the mid- 
dle ofi.'^iiiter; for it is only in cases of liard and continned liost, 
w'hi^ch rarely occur here, that they ate fed in fohls, wdiieh are 
liere called They are shorn but oiicco year, and that 

is in spring. Their wool is by no means equal iti tineness^to 
that of the sk ep of the Crimea. The Calmucks and Tatars 
have a peculiar modo of making ij. b|‘au<4fully brilliant and curly. 
Th(' moment the lamb .is yeaned, it is sewed uli' hi a sack of 
coarse linen, and moistened with wa/m water, rubbed with 
the hand in djflerentdirCclions every day; this ^tieraliy lasts a 
month, when it is taltm out pf tlu' sack ; but if w w’^ool be not 
suflicicntly cudy; it is ‘sewed up agaiu, and Uie operation is 
repeated. 

In the Lkiaine, it is usuaiYij cut the Iamb out of the dam^*. 
^belly ; alter- which it lls nqmner I have just de- 

sdrihed. l^inbs a greyish colour, are more va- 

lunbie than any otln^r. ^i||iS^j^etcfiihctillofk’a, lire spot where the 
|9fiuSt i^ins arc to be iHl t with, t have seen some sold for three 
a piece, altboi^l they were no more thttp afevv inches long. 
aret\\o $ij»^^ sbeefi in the govero^ui^ut of Cathari* 
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Qtte gf vi'hicU was bro«ght|ori^ frc^ Russia: it 
is OTjtjT^jSt^cniijed oil account of its flesh; but in the Ukraine it 
prcxUice^KCfltent wool, The kicond sort comes t^ iginally Iroim 
^loldavia and Wallachia ; thb of, this specjcs have tlufk 

^nis\consisting of a solid Idid^ of fat, which Vare often so 
luavy, tiuit it necessary to tie small carriages wh 
to' them, ifls<jr4<3i^that the sheep may' be the better able; to tog 
them along'. "^j^lJnck-tjaled sheep:^ here cdW Wojoskiya 
Ovzy, and io«K' Crimea *®schonttK:^’ , brought by 

the MoI(iavij^|||pftn Caraiiian’ri, vfiach is thekiwitive country. 
The old Ureclk Provatontys Cararnannias. 

In the little river Suchokl^ga, there is a considerable number 
of snakes of that species which is c^lcd Po/bs or Coluber 
prester. I have seen ope of them of an immense size, which 
«lifyI.kUled one of Otar huzzars. 

In the vallies and cavities of the mountains, which wore for^ 
nu*i 1 ) inhabited by the Zaporogs, thei^ are a great many w ild 
cats, which were made wild by those people in order to- im[)rove 
llicir skin ; to effect this purpose, they dug deep pits in the earth, 
,in which they confined cats of tlie most favourite corours ; and 
the loss of freedom and perpetual darkness, made these animals 
so wild, that it Was difficult to take them in the snares which 
were put at the mouth of the pit. Every three days ihey rV 
ceived acertaiu portion of raw flesh; and from tinie to time the 
males were taken out to prevent them from killing the young. 
Tlie skin of these wild cats is extremely uann ; but never loses 
its disagreeable smell, and is said to be prejudicia^^tffTfie health. 

An immense quantity of wild grapes giuws in the forest called 
Tsehula ; btiP there are parts of this foresf, paiticularly that 
called Tschornoy less, into w‘bich no Inunan being Jms everpene- 
tiatetk Ti’herp are various kinds*o^ plants in tlie Ciimea which 
also grow itt W bile Rus«is^ but are not to be met with in the 
gcweinineht; of /.Oatharinoslav, although it lies between those 
l^x {) coutitries*. . ihie, which is called tagel or yaghza, is eaten 
by the whofiud it very palatable. "J’he horses 

are fed heft %itfa the, leaves of the water-nut; and Pliny related 
in the tenth ciiapler of the tw oiity-second book, that the Thra- 
cians and wandering tribes of country fed their horses in the 
same manner. ' * 

The horses whkh grtize on ike uncultivated banks of the Bug, 
are remarkable for their activiycy and 
They are small, have but little iflanb and tail, are gerierally of 
a mouse colour, and have a black, strealj along the back. They 
graze in herds, \yhich consist pf eight or ten stallions, and abdut 
a hundred mares j one of the strongest and most courageous of 

y £ 
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BtallioQs Jea<Is the vaej| end another forms, $a it were, the 
rear-guard ; in this manner, these two Stallions Ipaci the herd to 
water tndce a -day. ' The stallions keep watch, whibt the mares . 
and foals diinV. If two such droves meet, a battle generally en- 
9iieS| in whichHt is by nb meansrunusual for some to lose their 
lives. These Ibattles mostly take place in spring, when 'tfraiige 
mares bmp^n to fall in with a herd. 

The follo^ving method is adopted to catcl^ th^le horses . The 
peasants manic ^ut the spot where ttfO herd go to water, 

and lay snareslhm different passes which lead 
men, provided with ropes, lie concealed neerlpa places where 
the springs are laid ; and as soon a$ one of the animals becomes 
entangled in the snare, tfie men dart out upon him, throw lopes 
round his neck, and disengage his feet to prevent him from doing 
himself an injury. None but^the foals Vo *kept, as the otha§ 
pine away, and seldom survive their captivity ; when a stallion or 
map* is caught, the others surround it, and the peasants have 
considerable difficulty in keeping them at a distance. In the year 
1784, a Cossack caught a wild foal, which was marked with 
black and grey stripes, and made it a present to Prince Potemkin, 
put, notwithstanding ah the pains which were taken with it, it 
pined ^way fiom the day that it lost its libeity, and died at the 
end of five w'eeks. When the tame mares escape from their 
Stables, and get amongst a herd of wild stallions, they generally 
return in foal; and in these cases their foals are strong and ac- 
tive, but extremely difficult to be br^ke. An immense number 
of are left out to pasture the whole of the >ear in 

the Stepps on the banks of the I)on, and have a certain number 
of hei^dsiiieti to wAtch them* Hiese are also extreenely shy, and 
St is difficult to saddle or harness ffiem, or even to accustom 
Ibeni to feed cm bay. These herds generally consist of above a 
li:|Ouaand horses ; they nre called tgbpnst they are sold punci* 
pally for the light cayalry. The folkiwing mode is employed to 
eaten them in the Steppa^ on ^hkh they gr^fe. Several 
mounted Cossacks sorroipid iho tebun, and scattered 

Tform to assemble on one e^Ot. ^ The purchase^ i^uses those 
wH^ch he thinks will suit Mm, apd two of the Ci>ssacks gallop 
|si^ the circle is formed^ t|il^ir#comradea^ and separate 
the chosen horses from the they then tilde after them 

at speed, and a fope^ al the end of w hich 

ii a noose, or ratining kndt, ov^ the neeb of 

the Irntfe which they They are so expert that 

^ay soon (aften the coHar ; however the horse generally struggles 
to snqh % d^ree, % hl0o4 atreams from hhi mouth aud 
nose. Ele is t^lpspby beiogtilm&d in bis food, and poiticularly 
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in }iis drink ; bilt purchaser must long be on his guard n<it 
let him break loose ; /or iu that case, It i? ahtiost iu^osstb^e 
catch him again* As soup as these horses bv^cosn^ tame, ai 
properly broke^ they havo most axcelltnit quaities Tli 
S^wfi^he broadest ditches v\ itli the activity They a 

exUeirhs^ swift,, patient of Eatigne, swim well, sUnd fire, a) 
are not cfhqnted by cfarigcr. They never fatten^ eWi with tl 
best keepings Rus'jia will havi^ CAc^leut cavalry so loW us the. 
tabuns are paid propel attention to. 

A part of this» government is infested by a plagini,^'hich deva. 
tales the most fertile corn-ti^ lds untf meadows, ^J« 4 i(>st every sc 
condyear ; I allude to the locusts, in llussiaii called 'Tsi haraiitscht 
W’hich dock hither in clouds in the begiiunug of August. TIu 
generally come from Rgypt; fiom whence they pass into Natolb 
^dev astate the island of SUamun, and the Crinn a, and then sprea 
*tBfcPhs(’lves out as fax as this counfry. The long journey seems t 
tire them, for hundreds of them are found dead or dying on ih 
ground, in the diiectiou in which they 

In tlieir passage from one couiUiy to another, they forma kiin 

t cloud, of more than u verst in length, and five or six fathom 
ick; and they fly in such a compact munuer, that the light o 
day is obscured by llicni. \\ lieu they alight on the ground 
which takes place twice u day, they make a noise which resein 
bles the dashing of a w’a\e against the shoie, and in a lew houn 
th (3 coin field oi meadow, on which tliey have alighted, is eatei 
pertcclly baie. As voon i|^,they rise again, the ground is per 
fe< tly covered with their dung, and with tlie caicase^ of those 
wbiih have been (lU.dRd to death. 'ITi'ey seldottfpcne’fratc far 
tlici into thi^ country than Chersoii, ana'*lp^|)t>ut IW versts up 
the Dnieper; but I have seen them once Of t^ice in the govern- 
ment of CatharinoslHv. TwQ ^au^es lessen, jji .some degree, 
tbeir devastating force: the firs^ It consider able number of sea- 
swallows, in Hussian stnlic/ty which devour a giiuat number of 
them on their passage ; the second is a natural instinct, which 
embitters so against each other, that millions of combatants 
fall dead to the ground, ami the living slick their blood and flesh, 
till nothing but skin and bones are left. On the tw entV-second 
of August 1791, a cloud of Uiis kind passed b> tlie spot where I 
was encamped with a detachljent of the Russian »u*my; as I 
had been infewmed tfelt they Were approaching, I gave orders to 
the troops^ lire the niotiien^hev were within shot. They did 
so, and although thousands 1 could ^uot pcrc*eive the small- 
est diminution iu the diineufeions of the passing cloud. When 
the weather is fine, and tlic sky clear, they rise early, but iu 
.cloudy Weather they rifie laK'aiu tlie day. ' Tlicy return iu the di^ 
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lectionfrom m hence (hey ceme; and I bjgtvc ndit observed tliat 
thev reqtuife^aHy pai licuU*^ wind, on the contrary, 1 have sftn 
them fly vvit\ a side w^aid, and even against the wind; but m this 
case the) miVe very ^lowJy- Tatars roast and eattfum; 

and I vvas tempted ontj^hy ^unosit), to partake of a tWa 
them, and l<mnd that they ta^ed like roasted chessnuts. r 
Both thi^iovince and the Ukraine contain a great hunibcr of 
eaithen Mlfccks, which seem bdthe woik ot hunttui hands, and 
aie called Ei^gan^fhecvL\XH>^ it is ui^ual to find earthen figures lu 
them, whicB^re called by this name in the dialect ol the toun- 
ti). It 15 impossible, as some |>eof)le maintain, that these 
trmuntsc^an have been formed by the wind, as they consist of the 
same kind of thick loamy soil, which suiiounds them It is 
also extremely improbable that thc> have been raised by the* 
wandering Tai tars for the pm pose of overseeing then flocks, as 
there aie frequently six. or se^cn at the distance of a hw 
from each other; whereas a single hillock in these extensive 
pi I ms would be siifhcieSt to enable the hciclsman to see aioiuid 
him to the distanc c of several nnh s. My opinion is, that tbt) are 
bunal-plai ( s, which the Tatais laind in honoui ol then departcdli 
chnls. 1 havetxunined uiok than fifty of them, and although 
j t und in some of lluni, human boms, harness, coaist vases, 
\e still the grealei numbei of tlcai eontnind nothing ol the 
Imd. In the laigest hagai) in this piovimt, which is known 
luu by the name of Galaganka, 1 foiiiul tin skeletons of seven 
intn and five hoist s, some bows andtinovvs, silver buckles, .iiid 
clasps ol h irnrss. History infoims us, tliat diffeient nations bui led 
then Ik i*Trwifrrdistmguisli( d pcisonagts, with their anus, hoises, 
and do^s The w^ridcnng Tatars cousidci td the graves of tluir 
an(*estois as sacud, andptobahly performed then religious ecrc- 
mc/iiies 111 (he nyghbouilioc^d of lliem* 

As the inhabitants of the* JIVel time nt of Cathannoslav aie 
composed of so many diflerent nafiohs, it is not extraoidiiiaiy 
thf^xt a very stuking vaiiety should be obseivable in then maimers 
and customs. '1 he Kussians, the Poles, and the Moldavians 
have the same, or nearly similai c ustoins. Tlio old people still 
pit SCI ve the customs of theu* country, atid endeavour to imprint 
tliCiii on die minds of their childieii with the stamp of veiicra- 
tim. One of these customs i8»lo seat the biide on a tun filled 
With lees, and in this inaunei she is|5ut oa #cai, at^ diiveii about 
the village, and the biidegioom vv^lks round her thrc^imes, and 
gives bei tbiee blows.^ A red flag is bung out at the house 
where the wedding is celebrated; and the shift of the biide^ 
which is shewn to the guests, n the pi oof of the consummation 
of the marriage. The bride and b«tlegioom ietile when supper 



ifeabonthalf ovei, and letuin to the comp uy as soon as the 
shift has been held uj> to view by the |Jt?ison who bronj^ht about 
the maniage; this person Is always an old woman, ^m\ is called 
^iu Russian, Schw acha, Before the company sit Vow n to sup- 
thin cake, stuck tlikk with as many wooden pejJs as llieie arc 
guests', igl>roke on the head of the fiifide, and the gie!it(.i the num- 
ber of pieb<;s into which it breaks, the porjj pi^ospei oiV the u?li6n 

expected to A custom, which i§ ^rtoely praisctyoithy, is 
that of spreading tables in the,.i(;:our|r{{|^^ of the hoAtsy whtic the 
niairiagc is celebrated, for alf 4he p^oi wlio tlnnk })!;(i>pei to par- 
take of the I, wib at a w etjjl at'SaniHitf, whei e, b ules the 
imijed guests, four Imndred persoiJs leceived ubundunce of meat 
and di ink. Atfuneials, the corpse, the coftm^ and the grave, 
are covered with flowers, and m wiute^, with sage, v\hich is 

le d for this puipo&e. 

l^c women wear* large neckLt*es of glass, or rcd-colouied 

wood, which aie called 'I’he nun wear the Cossack 
diess and the buika* llie Germans •who reside hoie am 
pool, because they aie idle and dissipated. The Greeks amd 
-iimeiiians aie, foi the most part, opulent meiehuuts in the 
towns, 'riie Mcnnouists pnncipally cultivate tlie land, and ate, 
in gencial, iieh, 

ilie Crimea, that cclebiated peuinsida in ancient and fabulous 
histoij, has been so aitmatcly destnhed bj piohwn Pallas, that 
I shall refer iny reader to the woik of tliat cekbiatMl uatu- 
lalist. The desenpUon wlych Mis. (Juthrie has given of the 
Crimea, is writUnji m a phasing style, but is by no irn^tno cor- 
rect, and I jshall take the liberty sofiiC^AWaiks on 

muny^ of het obsenations. 1 <lo insinuate that she 

has intentionally inistated facts; wliich is loman- 

tic has |)eeuliar cluums for a feiiiale!^P?|^f '^vbereas, 1, as an old 
cavaliy-oflicer, may be s|ippo&ed*to*b€‘le§s liable*lo be eaj tival- 
e^i b} delitsive appearat^ei^. • , 

> Tlie city of Cherson lies in 40^ 4(2' latitude, and 47^'* longi- 
tude, two ^t^C^aiid twenty \erslife'fioin.Klizabuligrad, on the 
right bank of Uie l)nioper, village of Jvisikumui, 

thiity versts froni or mouth, of liom eight 

to fifteen veists vvitte. a fortress foimtrly on the 6pot 

where the city now stands, wbilji was built by the fatiiei of the 
celebrated field-marshal Ronwuaov. 

In 1777 Gi^fieral Annibal kid the foundation of the piesepl 
city of Cherson, which at thai tune Was only incaiU to he a lor^ 
tress, and a dock for building ships* Biigadui Hucks, :u^ lo03, 
and General Korsakoff, in loOt, iricretv^ed the wo»k» <>f U>e h>i- 
uficatiou, and ciilaiged the twu, vUiich is situated on tun- 
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i?eiic<», in Ae midst of m immimse pkin, And has two stibiirhs, 
w!n*'!i are'however at th^ distance of two vet&tS from it, I'hc 
c:atlu*dial c^ch, the ars^noU the aduiiralty 'house, the dock, in 
wh<<h seven /ships can be built at the same linie, the imincnse < 
of w‘hich lead down to the Duiepor, and the batMoy' 
of stone whi is built at the level of the water, are tiie rwincipal 
ol)jects \v\^h attiact tine traveller's attention in the lity. The 
htst-hnilt l^ses are those inhabited by the Greeks in the 
snbnrbs, trade of tl|A city is at piesent considerable* A 

luimht r or jPrench and Austrian ships, which descend the 
Danube as far as Galacz, Ifie for some lime in this harbour, and 
are obliged to hoist a Russian flag; and there are generally three 
or four hundred Grtxk barks King in the hiir hour,, which carry 
three or four hundred quintals each. The articles w'ith which 
they are generally laden, are, Ttukish Icatlier,^ honey, wax , 
Gic«’k wines, soap, clotli, iron, &c* See. The houses aie 
built of a kind of stone, which is found at the mouth of the 
Ingulez, almo^st ijfieen\ersts from here. The great quantity of , 
yellovx amaranth whii h grems in.all the windows, gives the exte- 
lior ol the houses an agrctable appeal ance. The air is ex- 
tremtiy unhealthy, and the impure vapoins wdiich are exhaled 
from the marshes on the banks of llie l)ni('per, occasion the 
disease w inch is called in these rountiies the C'lini fever. Dur- 
ing three months of the vear, the heat is almost insupportable 
during the ; fiut towards six o’clock in the evening the air 
becomes extremely cool. T'lie tob\n is badly supplied with 
w ater ; ^t!j|iil which tj,te inhabitants make use of for drinking, 
must be^ hrou^it 1 Vj|h considerabit* distance. There are but 
few cottages in w hit'll suriounds Cherson, a$ 

the inhahitiuits the banks of the rivers, llie 

plants, \viiicb grow in jm^abpndance in the neighbouring pro- 
vince of (^wtliariimlaw% such as tlie aramhe Qrlentaiis, in Rus- 
kat^an ; $t{pa pemtaiitj in Russian H^wyl ; ncirpmcampcHr^^ 
in Russian tscLapalott, are uo Idiiger tO, be met with here. These 
plains and the adjacent c^ulptlyy, were ,fornieriy. iithahited by 
Roman emigiants and exiles, the ||f|oi4giil Tartars* incor- 
porated with their province, iit'the thirteenth cen- 

tury. 1'he (yrct ks left the eoatth#«nctiljlvated and uninhabited ; 
paitJy bec<uKseit was'c<nilhMJallf ^ppsed to the incursions of the 
baibariaub, and partly because it^'Nvas m thw ni^ighbourhood of 
the «ca, and was cornequently iial|[le to be pilhjtged by 'die pirates, 
who ficqueut1yyi|Mid^d on. ilA coasts. The priitripal of the 
^ Greek colunk^l^^lm in JBessarabia and in the government of 
Catiiarinoshl^P". 

i near the irlllage^ of Ukniiia, that spcciea of 

eagle, tlie Alps of Switzerland, is called ll^c lainb-caglc. 
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A party With which I went out shooting, killed two of 
these formidable birds, which, ho?vcver, were smaller than 
those in Switzerland. One of them had thrce^ inusket bullets 
in his body, and it was with difticulty that we could kill it. its 
Colour is dark brown, w ith a Vj^dlowish spot on each featlier; 
its beiik i« short, but astonishingly strong. An eagle of this 
kind can carry aw^ay a tolerjJde- sized lamb in its claws. 

The founchition stone ot the town of Nirolajev Hvas laid by 
Prince Potemkin in the year i789, in an angle which is fowiied 
by the Bug and the Ingul. ^ 

One wind is sufficient to ♦ imble ships of tolerable size to 
come up as far as tlie harbour, uiiich is not the case at 
Cherson, where several winds are nccesjiary. Nicolajev lies in 
the midst of extensive deceits, iu which the grass grows to an 
imm ense height, t;nd •furnibhes numerous herds of horses 
(Tabuni) vvitlt pasture. 

Dubossar is situated on a high hill, surrounded with orchards. 
The adjacent countiy musL have been ioniierly tolerably popu- 
lous, as there are several c:hui< h- yards iu the neighboin hood, 
which arc pcriecily lillt d with tornb-slones. 1 mention this 
town, tnorely because it is situated in the extensive plain of 
Otschakov, which 1 forgot to enumerate anioagsl the plains, or 
Stepps (as ihev are called) of Russia. 

It appears to me, that Mrs. Guthrie is incorrect in her hypo- 
thesis relative to the so called Tomb of Ovid; for it is impossi- 
ble that til is country cun have been llie place of exile of that 
celebrated poet. Prince C'antemir maintains, that Ovid resided, 
during his banishment, in the neighbonrbood ofTvkerman, and 
in vupport oliliis opinion, quotes the follbwiag verses, w’hich arg 
said to have been found near Isatschky ; 


like sit ns rst vatef, quern divi Cassaris ’^a 
Augusti patria codere jnssit huruo. 

Sa.*pc misrr vului p^friis ocenmbere terris, 
Seel frustra 3 liunc itli fata dedcre locum. 


And in order to prove his opinion incontestably, as he thinks^ 
he quotes the following verse ol^the poet : 

Kec mea $ai:matic\|m contegat solum. 


And he adds, that the inhabitants, of this country call Ae 
inouili of the Dnieper LaVul OviduU* Others maintain 
CAM r EN UAUSJSN*] 
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Tomiswar, near Warna, ip the country anciently called Little 
Scythia^ Avas the place of his exile. 

In order t(i /refute satisfactorily the opinion of Gantemir, it 
will only be necessary to observe, that Bessarabia, and particu- 
Jarly that part of it in which Akernian is situated,, did iTfit 
belong to the Romans, and consequently Augustus could not 
banish crinynals thithev And as to the Moldaviail name, 
X^akul Oviduli, it is of later origin ; and it would i:>e as absurd 
to attempt to establish any connection between it and the fate of 
the poet, as h is to derive t^'e name Caransebes from Cara rinhi 
setJes; wliich has been done, however, by a man of considerable 
literary reputation. 

The poet himself assorts the contrary, in saying, I do not 
inliabit.the land of the Sannatiaiisi, the Bessi and the Getie, but 

these savage nations surround the place 5f njy abode : . 

+ 

Sauromatn; cingui\f, fera gens, Bossique Getaeque. 

Trist. El. 10. 

and farther : 

Proxima Basternae Saiiromata?quc tenent. 

Besides, he did not live on this, but on the opposite bank of the 
Danube. The reader has only to examine the map, and to obr 
serve the position of Akerman and #he course of the Danube, 
to be ^^jncfd, that if Ovid resided at the mouth of the 
DnieperTne boidd not hear the rolling of the barbarians’ cars on 
the ice of the Danube. This reasoning equally ^disproves 
the hypothesis, that he was banished to Tomiswdr, iiear 
Warna. 

In my opinion, the place of his residence was on the soiithern 
bank bf the Danube, in the neighbourhood of Tulscha, which 
was the ancient Achillea, for this is tlie positiop of the ancient 
Tomi. . ^ 

This confusion of names is unfortunately too frequent ; and 
evpn if Ovid meant bj the word TomQs the whole' of the pro- 
vince of Tomitania, it would only serve confirm my opinion. 
Jf pvid resided in that spot, ewefy thing that he relates relative 
|Q the barbarians, w^ould be jtist; 'for he would there have been 
suirblinded by Uie savage inhabit^tSi: of the neighbouring Bes- 
sarabia. He could .see them ihertce descend the Danube 
m l\oats in summer, and in cars in winter. He could learp 
|6^etlnng of their language, ini self asserts to have done ; 

wi the ^iW appearance of the ^rtnatians and Bessi would have 
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justified his fears. The epitaph M^jliich has been quoted by 
Prjnce Ciinleiuir, is evidently apocryphal. The poet says, that 
ijo person in the whole country around him understood the 
J^atin lanjj^uuge, and consequently no person in that country 
was capable of writing his epitaph. He had written an cj)itapli 
for himself, which is well known, and of which the following is 
the first verse : 

Ilic ego qul jaceo tcncrorum lifsor araorum. 

Anotlier argument against the hy|\othesis of Cantemir is, that 
Akerman was a populous city even at the remotest periods ; 
and the poet assures us, that he saw nothing around iiiin but 
the earth and sky, which eviJeiilly imjicates that the conulry 
around him was a desert. 

_ "J1 ie mountain call/.'d Salgyr divides the Crimea into two almost 
equal paiTs, in whicli the climate, the soil, and all the pi oduc- 
tions of nature are quitti difFcreut. TIi^ northern part seems 
to have been covered formerly by the sea, which, on retijing, 
left those extensive salt water lakes, which arc the sourct‘s of 
the present wealth of this part of the country, 'riiis ingredient 
penetrates the whole of tin' soil in this part of the Crimea, and 
j)rodiices the most abundant and iiourishiug food for horses 
dromedaries, hontt^d cuttle, and slic(‘p. The most luxuriani 
crops of corn arc grown in those parts where the rain anc 
mountain streams have washed away the superfluous salt. Un- 
fortunately, the population's not sufficient to bring the land to 
that high state of cultivation of wliicii it is suscej^i^e. 'J''he 
, sun forms a thick white scum on the surface of the lakes, 
in summer, which gives them the appearanc* of being covered 
with ice; and if liencficent nature did not herself prepare this 
mineral for use, the Tatars, wlu 4 neither tviiig nor tools, 
nor industry, would be incapable of deriving any benefit fi oni 
her liberality. There are neither trees nor hills in this part 
of the country, to shelter it from the piercing north-east wind. 
The southern part consists of a chain of fertile hills, which 
w'ere inhabited for several centuries by Genoese, Venetians, 

until the Turks, animated by that jealousy and narrow 
policy which have alwys char^tclcrised them, excluded^ the 
commercial nations of Europe freni the navigation of the Black 
Sea. ^ 

There is an old fortress,* ite^ Backtichisarai, winch is called 
Tschifut Kaltschsy, or the Jews Fortress, becau.se.it has been in- 
habited since the seventh century, by Jews, wlio at present form 
Q.S7 families. I cannot agree with Mfs. Guthrie, in praising 
the cJeaiiliiic.v# of tbese Israelites. They are opulent, it is true^ 
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and perhaps^ somewhat lessi filthy, than the generality of Jews in 
other countries. This fortress appears to me, to be the ancient 
Phuly, which Abulfoda calls Kyrck. This race of Jews, which 
is called here Karay Jaody, or the Black Jews, is hated and 
despised by all those of other countries. They follow the pre- 
cepts of ihe Thorah instead of the Talmud, and shave their 
heads. ^I'hey reject the interpretations of the liabbirs, and con- 
sider only/^ few chapters of the Bible as being genuine. '^I'hey 
are tolerated by the Tatars bn account of their industry. The 
fortress is surrounded by vf wall and watch-towers. As it is 
situated on the stimmit of a high rock, its inhabitants have no 
other water but that which is collecte d from rain in reservoirs, 
or which is carried up tr» it on asses. 

Aclityar, which is at present called Sebastopol) the illustrious 
city) was the most celebrated i’^»imnercial «ty of the 
of Colchis ; but there is not the smallest vcsiige of its former 
splendor remaining, harbour is beautiful, and sufficiently 

ca[>aci(.)ns to contain a large fleet of men of war. J have not 
observed that the worm, wiiicli is so destructive to shi[)s bottoms 
(teredo navalis, or the calamilas navium, of Liniiicus) does so 
much mischief here as has been reported. There are nineteen 
large iron rings fastened in the rocks, which were formerly inaclti 
use of to keep tli(3 ships to their moorings. Their height abovt^ 
the surface of the water seems to prove that the Black Sea has 
/}///(?;/ considerably ; and Diodorus Siculus snxs expressly, that 
the Black Sea forced its way througl! the Bosphorus, and sunk 
to the Mediterranean. 

The oval valley of Baydar, wliich is about twenty-six versts in 
length, and product great abundance of frtnl-lrees*' and fragrant 
plants, has been very poetically described in Cuthrie’s '^IVavels; 
but it is indebted a good deal for'its captivating appearance to the 
sterility of the surrounding country, %ik 1 does not by any means 
deserve to be compared with the vuilies of Switzerlmul, in the 
cantons of Glams, Zug, Schwdz, Unterw alden, 8cc. Its inhabit- 
ants lead a happy pastoral life, and they are so indifferent with 
respect to the rest of the world, tliat many of them have never 
passed the mountains by wliich their native vale is sm rounded. 
Sonfic*ancicnt ruins which are in^Buydar give it a pictnresijue ap- 
pearance. * ^ 

*^6 town of Bgiydar is not far from, the soutliern coast of the 
Crinteit, and lh4.^diole tract of country between it and the 
Citnnierian B|^wp|orn« was bespangled in ancient limes with 
'^'flojiriJiing (Jiffflr'cities. * 

' TJjjjit part pr' the coaVt which ]ies betw’e|n Balaclava and. 
Cafta, and'tvbfch compi ehends a space of 14^ Versts, vyas called: 
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the Cl^nata by the Greeks, and must have been peculiarly at« 
tractive to a cd^nmercial people, as well on account of itf natural 
beauties, as of the variety of animal and vegetable productions* 
with which it abounds; but the I'urks, by shutting the Bospho- 
rus against the nations of Europe, have completely annihilated 
the commerce of the Crimea and of* the Black Sea, The 
southern declivities of the nioiintuins are covered with varioa^ 
trees, all of which grow to an extraordipiny size. The dowers 
blow here in February; and the VaBif% which arc open to 
the south, are adorned with groves of olive and dg>trces. Orien- 
tal lotus (Celtis oiientalis, Furoptnin lotus) jjiospyrus lotus, 
the ash, (Fraximis rotnndifolia, in Bussian olcha), Pistacia vera, 
Rhus coriaria, Rhus ootiuus, Colutca arborescens, Cistus sal- 
vifolins, Coronilla einei us, whi< li blossoms twite a ; and 
the Arbutus andracjine,* which furnishes subsistence tb; a con- 
si(T?iable portion of the inhabitants in Ki*any parts of the East, 
although it grows on the naked rock. 

Tliere is a fnaiiuhicloiy of Morocco leather in Carastibasar. 
The Morocco leather is made of goats skin, and is prepared in 
the following manner 'I'he raw liides are soaked for twejity- 
four hours in cold water, aiul the ikshy parts are afterwards 
scraped oft* tlu'in vvitli iron scrapeis, called llicl.i. They are 
then left ten days in liine-water, to loosen the ljuir, wlucli is 
completely rubbed off; and they are thi Ji laid in- cold water for 
fifteen days, atul trodden under foot at stated inlervak. After 
this opeiation, they are rn^jbcil over widi dogs’ dung, h\ order 
to produce an acid tenneulatlon ; aiid, after helng^nice more 
scraped and pre.ss(jd, they arc moiblcned in u\^o1d infusion of 
wheat-bran ^ and laid in a lirpior urade by^hoiling twenty-eight 
pounds of huiKy with five pails of water, and cooled to tlus 
temperature of new milk, are then pressed in a vat, 

which has a hole at the to let out the moisture. J^^astly., 

after being drenched for some time in a weak solution of salt> 
and water, (one pound of salt to live pails of water) they are 
ready for the dyer. 

In order to d}e red morocco, a poniid of powdered cochineal 
is mixed with a decoction of the root of suilu rr.woud (artemisin 
abrotanum), and aftci;adding liye or six drachms of alum, boiled 
for about half an hour. 'J'he* liquor is then poured over the- 
leathef ; which is afterward? fulled with the feet in a weak infu- 
sion of oak-leaves, until it is become : at length it is rinsed in 
cold water, rubbed over \fuh olive oi^, and calende!( 5 d^ under 
wooden cyliudcis. 4 

A yellow colour is romTmmlcatcd t* the leather, merely ivuli 
a stronger dejf^octiun .ff the iufernisiy, liJOlb. to io 
water, adding gradually ‘db o; powdered alum. 
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What Mrs. Guthrie says of the manners of the inhaVitantf of thi^ 
country, is perfectly correct. The Crimea '^ratars are extremely 
Wdicted to jealousy, but that docs not prevent their Vvives from 
being grjllanl — Tout comme chez nous.” However, a Tatar 
-beauty docs not answer the idea,.w)ucli we form of the Graces. 

,On llie point of land on which Iphigenia, the daughter of 
Agamemnon, ministered as priestess of the temple of Oiana, 
there are some broken marble columns, capitals, and other or- 
naments, and a ])eaiitiful block of inarbh', adorned witli bas- 
reliefs of the most exquisifp workmanship : this block formed 
part of an altar, and lias still a large bron/e ring fastened in it, 
to which the victims to be sacrificed were liound. These ruins 
lie neglected and exposcej to the inclemency of the weather. 

The d^ily food of the peasants in Moldavia and Bessarabia, 
consists of a disli made of meal^ mixed with InUler, fat, or indk, 
which is called Manimaliga. Such of tliem as are at their ease, 
make this disli more palr^ahle by mixing balls of boiled millet 
w'ith it, and it is then called JMalay. 'riiey have a kind of veget- 
able soup, which is called poreryack. The bread which the 
peasants and 'fatars eat is made of barley, wliicli^ in Moldavian, 
IS called kyta, and, in the language of the Tatars, arpa- 
etmeck. 

They are extremciy fond of raw' eggs and pumpkins. They 
observe their fasts with the greatest sli il lness, and never eat 
meat under any pretence on Mondays, WediK'srlays, or Saturdays. 
'I'heir usual driuk is a inixtUK* of millet-meal and water, w hich is 
left for so u; ^ tune to fermcnl till acidulateil, and called braga. 
Few of the Tatars, or Moldavians, can either read or write ; the 
, latter have a number iif manuscripts wnitten in Slavoniau charac- 
ters, which their jiriesls make use of in t!ie perrormance of divine 
fliervice. Some f^vv of tliese pj^iests have studied in the schools 
at Yassy and Kischenan. I’here is a Jouiu for weaving linen iu 
every peasant's house iu Besseaahia and Moldavia; and, whilst 
the peasant is at w ork in the fields, liis w ife stays at home and 
W'eaves either linen, or a kind of net-work, which is made use of 
for veils; wliich are called namitka, probably from the Slavo- 
nian word nametat, which mcan.s to throw over, as tluy are 
carelessly thrown over the head, iind th^ ^nds are tied behind 
the back. 'Hie women also w eavc a kind of coloured stuff w hich, 
is made use' of for gov\ ns. ^ 

In Moldavia, bees and pigs pay t^ie same tax; each pig and 
each bee-hive is liable to* a duty of fo*ur paras and a huHy or six 
copeks and ajialf. Each poijau (oi* portion of land twenty- 
four fallioms Iquare) w hich ‘ sowed with tobacco, pnys the 
tiutiurarick, dial is twenty-four paras;* and each barrel of wine 
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pays a para. In tlic year 1789, tlije duty on pig^-.frtul bees 
amounted to about 4S,000 rubels. 

^i'be Moldavians in Bessarabia liave a singular % remedy for in- 
termittent fevers, oi wliicli i have, on several occasions, witnessed 
the success. They boil a ccrtaiij quantity of sheeps’ dung in 
milk, and, after straining the mixture through a sieve, give it to 
the patient to drink. 

lliere ivS a great number of gardens and orchards in Bessara- 
bia, which, how ever, are not laid out either with taste or judg- 
ment. Cucumbers grow here to ^an immense sixe, and are 
called, in Moldavian, pepely. Melons and asparagus grow \v ild 
in the o]>en fields ; the latter is perfectly green, even to the root, 
and has rather a bitter taste. Turkish wheat is grown in all parts 
of this country, and is roasted and mailc use of as a substitute 
for coffee. The farmei^ spoil their tobacco by stripping off the 
IcaV^ too soon, '^rhere are three kinds of grapes here, the 
first is long an<f^ white, the second rouy^d and purple, and ilje 
third is small but extremely sw(*et, and is called kishmis by the 
natives. IIk' wine, w hich is niude from all the tluee sorts, is 
of a very inferior quality. 

I'liere are great numbers of tarantula? here, whicli are of 
the sfi(»cies C'alUd aranoa tarantula. This insect is a kind 
of spider, with a gicat number of feet, and u kind of greyish 
dust oil the hack, it feeds on the artomosia alba, which grows 
here in great abundance, and it buries itself in holes in the 
ground in the neighhoiuhood of this plant. Its sling is by no 
means poisonous. 1 once saw one of an extra^r(l;nary size, 
which 1 struck at w ith my whip, but only bit “one of its legs ; 
my servant liild out a stick to. it, which it grasped^with its 
legs w ith such tenacity, that it suffered itself to be killed sooner 
than loose its hold. • * ® 

1'iie Dniester, or Nei.ster^ is 1^1 fathoms wide at Dnbovssai*. 
This river is called Turfa by the l\irks, w hich luunc it de- 
rives from a chain of mountain’s in Hungary, wdience it springs, 
it is rapid ; its bed is muddy, and its waters are of a yellowish 
colour, and frequently covered with foam. It was autieutly cal- 
led Tyrus ; Marcus Aurelius encamped his army for some lime 
on its banks, near Kanienetz, \^here remains of his camp are. 
still visible. • . 

That heatUiful tree, \vhich''lhe Russians call Rai Dorrwa, and 
which likewise is a native of Siberia, is also to I>c met w ith in 
the neighbourhood of Dub&sar. it is perfectly straight, and 
grows to an astonishing height : its branches always turn ivp*.. 
Wards, and its leaves arc long, narrow, ^j||d indented at the edges, 
-jts vyood i^ extreifqcly briulo^Mand it i# said to bear a white llowor : 
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but I bwve not seen it In blossom. Xo tree of any other lin<i 
ran grow near it; but it i\ so easily {)jopagateH,* that it is sufli* 
cient to stic k ajnaneh of it in the oaith. Jt is held sacred' by 
the Tatars ; and having at the dosiic. of one of lliern, once desisted 
from iiiy intention of cutting oQ' a branch of it, he made me a 
present cjf a small pot of honey. A ligurc of this tree is gene- 
rally caived on the tomb-stones of the iSloklaviaiis, at the toot 
of the deceased. 

(Humps of sloe-trees (Prmms spiiiosa, in [{us&ian tern, and in 
Moldavian pariunbrcly') glow in all the vallies. A liquor is e\- 
trarted from it in Russia, which is called ternovi-kvas, and 
which, if frequently drank, caus< s dangerous obstructions. Tlie 
fruit is frequently dried and b«) h cl to a jelly, and is prese rved in 
ibis state to ntake a kind of drink, whicli tastes sonievAiat like 
temoiiade. The coiiul tree (in Russitm dfnion, in Moldavian 
boarno, and in the Talar tiLicct kysil) grows heie in ^cat 
abundance. Its baik is ol a rtddi'-h brown, its lifeves (link green, 
and it beats such a imnibta* oi blossom’^, that the wliole tree 
appeals to be cc*vt*)ed with acontinuons yellow veil. The fruit 
resembles the olive whtn it is prescivtd in vinegai. 

Woodbine is llu* most favoinite oinainent of the gardens here, 
and to piesenl a branch of it in blossom to a female, is con- 
sidered a dcclaialiou ol l»Ae. A kind of decoction is made of 
the eiyngunn fdauuin, which is found U) l»e produi'tivc ol some 
benefit in the vine ual di^ ase. 

'I'he aspanuius ollitiUdM- (m perekatipole, in Mol- 

dsnyian uiu^»aji p’lile) gi<o>s wild hcic in immense beds of live 
ir six Vfists Trirfeuglli. It is somewhat bitter, but cun be eaten 
to the loot. In ihg v\ild state it is very llun, buj vvhtn turns- 
piankd if grovvs thicker in two years than that wliich is raised in 
hotbeds in olla r^counti ies. The pigs aie fid here with thor^ 
apples, \fliich aie in great abumlance. Whole lields arc covi/cd 
With wild sage, whieli, in l^.{ssiau, is 'called Aassilky. * 1 saw' it 
at tlie lime of llie ycai when it shuts up its leaves, so that they 
foini a kind of ball, in which small insects lay their ^gg»> Tho< 
Turks cut oif ihese balls and piake a preserve of them, and of 
^ibe litis conUiiH’d m them, which is agreeable to the taste. 

The languag^^ of the Moldavians of tins country, mid of tlnr 
BkssaJrabian inhabilauts qL the Stepps, or plains, cputains many 
Italian woids and expi^sji^ius, viz. A'eiiite u cas ! (Come home!) ' 
VaccU'^a low), Valle (a^^nU})^ Stc. It is well known, that when 
the Rafians, puiiicul^ii;^ the Geiio^vve, were driven from Aker- 
Ipan, they estabiished themselves in Soroka. A number of 
^tin verbs, such i.a amo, &c. &c. prove that tke lau^ 
^uage of the b itoli p holly f|or^oUe% 
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OfipoVite Dufeossar, on the other mde of the BniesteiSf^Ke road 
Ibading to Oigre^y, \\hic!i is tho first Moldavian town, 
tbroxigh a maginfiocnt foiest of birch and elm tices. The iris 
fammula JoviSy is one of the plants winch are found here irt 
great abundance. • 

Kisehenau^ on the Bug, is built on three hilh, and must have' 
been veiy populous formerly, as the ruins of inoie than a thou- 
sand houses, viith large vaulted cellais, $re ‘^iill visible on the 
right bank of the river. The city is divided into three districts, 
in each of which theie is a church; life largest of these churches 
has a cupola, and a figure of St. George is painted in fresco over 
the pi mcipal entry. There was an academy here forineily, iii 
which the young Moldavians, and partieulary those who weie 
intended for the church, studied. Theie are still lectures given 
heie^ theology, whkh are remarkable onl^ for their absurdity 
I attendee^ one of these lectures, at which a monk, who styled 
himself professor, explained the conversion df St. Paul, who, 
he said, miderw^nt not only a moial but physical cliange; antt, 
from being an eldeily man, became a vigorous youth. The 
professor tften entered into a long and rtdicutems dissertation on 
rile hatdships which this vigoious youth underwent. 

There is a large well-built syfiagogne in Kischeiiau, in wdiich 
I saw the death of the high priest Gedaha, which occurred' 
1500 yeais ago, bewailed With as much vociferous sorrow, atid 
wdth as copioirs floods of tears, as if he had been dead but a fewf 
Hours. The frogs, wbidh vnrk more abundant and more noisy here 
than in any other pait of Europe, tendered the laeiKentatioiiS of 
•the Jews Still' more impressive. 

There ate *three custom-houses in Molcfevid : the m 
Kischenau, the second in Mo^ilew, and tji^ third iti Soroka. 
The principal received of the customs is culldd in^tlie Moldavia^ 
language, Wameich. During tJie re%nr of the Hospodkr 
Giegory Dgyka the Second, rile customs were not lucrative ( 
but the iTosj^dar Ypsylatitr buil# a number of subordinate eu»- 
tom-hoirses, and raised the duties to such a degree, that they 
Hf ought in about 20,000 pounds sterling annually. Foreign 
tigiifoctures pay but three per cent The boyars, or nobility, strd* 
riot liable to ariy duties, *althong>r some of them are in trade. 

' Three muglnificent fountain^ with muible bstsons, furnish 
abhe^u wito abundanOe of water. This luxury, Uigethcr wu!fr 
pkUblie and {^vate baths, is ty be met with in all Turkfeh ana 
M^daviaU cities ; as the religion of the oUe> and the custcnh|r 
w render frequent ablutions necessary. * 

’ vilkgd.of MolkokcA, j^hich* burnt* hx the' last wi^ 
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between ^thc Russians an^ Turks, is thirty versts distant from 
Kischenau. 

Kauschan is in 47® 45' of longitude, and 47* 15' of latitude, 
and is situated on the river Bottna. A memorable battle was 
fought near this city, on the I5th of September 1789, between 
the 'Furks and Russians, after the latter had made themselves 
masters of thp village of Molkosch. 

In former times, Kauschan was the capital of the possessions 
in Bessarabia, wdiich belonged to the Chan of Tatary. Petty 
Guiray was the founder of the city, which, together with the 
surrounding country, brought him in eighty purses per annum, 
or about 40001. reckoning the puise at 50l. The great number 
of inhabitants, the internal commerce, and the abundance of 
provisions of all kinds, which were brought here, gave the city 
the name of Kausciian, which means a*Plare of Assemblage. U 
formerly enjoyed a number of piiviieges ; the principal of uhicb 
was, that the Chen obliged to reside there during the first 
three months of his reign. At the expiration of th^ three months, 
be was obliged to go to Peiekop ; and if he* met there the 
deputies of the tiibes of Scherin and Manhupi, whose dut> it 
was to receive him, he continued his journey as far as Back- 
tichisiiai. If the deputies were absent, it was a sign that 
the choice of the Sultan had not the approbation of the peopK*, 
and the Chan iinmediatel} retuincd to Kauschan to implorethe 
jprotection of the Porte, which was generally accorded to him. 
The Cban was obliged to chuse his wife from amongst the 
clan of Scherin. 

Kaushan is at present in a very reduced state ; and is princi- 
pally inhabited by jews, and persons of a wretched appearance ; 
however, the coffee-houses and bazars, which are to be seen 
in the city, prpve that Or^ntal luxury once existed here in 
all its splendour. The streets are narrow and filthy ; and the 
most disgusting objects, ?uch as dean cats and dogs, constantly 
offend the eye. Some of the streets are planked, and all have a 
distinct walk for foot passengers. A coffee-house in Moldavia 
resembles the Tuikish coffee-houses in every particular. It is 
a large square-room, at the* end of which there is afire-place 
for boiling ithe coffee, llierejs a divan, or sopha, along two 
igdes of the room, - which is divided into several compaitments, 
by a railing, about two feet bigK. The men ait on tliis divan 
with their legs turned under lheni| in the Turkish manner, ankl 
it is seldom that they enter into an Animated conversation. They 
drink their^ without eitlier milk or sugar, and shake 

^ ^be|^unk it, in* order that the dregs may not be lost* 
brings his tobacco albng with bii% A pouch for 
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TiOKiing lODaccO) wnicn each person has banging at his.s/de^ and a 
handsome embroidered handkerchief, are indispensable articles 
to a well-dressed Moldavian. There are the ruins of a large 
Armenian monastery in Kauschan, which was founded in the 
>ear 1709, by a rich merchant of* the name of Malachaiin, and 
was built by an architect, called Astwasalur. The garden of 
the monastery is filled with tombs, each of which is of the form 
of a parallelogram. At the four corners of the marble flag, 
wbich covers the grave, there are four small holes, into which a 
libation of water and wine is pouied cfn the day of the intermciit- 
, These tombs, as well as those which are outside the city, arc of 
beautiful marble, of various colours; but, notwithstanding all 
my researches, I could not find, or hear «f any marble-quarry in 
the neigh bouiiibod of thq town. The tomb of the above-men* 
tioned architect is <5f white marble, oniaiiiented on ail sides 
with carved garlands and flowers, tolerably well executed. Tliere 
is an inscription on it, of which the following is a literal trans- 
lation ; 

This is the grave of Astvvasatur, the son of Sapor. His 
ashes repose here. Tlie thread of his life w as cut in Uie year of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ 1722, which is 11 70 years 
since the Armenians espoused the Christian faith. Go and 
pray.'' 

There are two Corinthian capitals of the most beautiful 
Parian marble, in the church of this monastery. They are of 
exquisite workmanship, an3 it is inconceivable by what accident 
they have come h<‘i e ; as the Armenians have n^^-sculptors of 
* any degree of eminence, and as no columns of a height propor- 
tioned to lhe*size of these capitals could evefl* have stood in any 
part of the church. 

Tlicre are a great many Armehiati tombs in thfi burial-place of 
the Jews, which is, in my dpinion, a proof that the Armenians 
here w ere of the sect of those of Mount Caucasus ; as the latter 
liad adopted many Jewish customs, such as circumcision, 8cc. Scc. 
and consequently would not have any objection to be buried in 
the same cemetery with the Jews. 

The Greek church is a round building, one half of which is 
under ground. The aCts of sonfe Saints, and the tortures which 
the martyrs underwent, are painte*d, in fresco, on a roseate ground, 
on the inside and outside of the walls. The choir is ornamented 
with a handsome marble altay and baptismal font also of marble, 
with emblematic figures from the heathcfi mythology carved on 
them. The church has been pillaged .and nearly ruined by the"" 
T*trks. 

« The Turkish mosque here is different from all th^ other 
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which I have aeen# m the minaret h conitected* wit! 
the body of the buiidiog. in all other towns in the Tuikish 
empire, the mifiaret is a few paces distant from the mosque. A 
^ullah assured me, that on feast-dt^ys the mosque is adorned 
ivith as many lamps as there years of the llegyra. All places of 
public worship, throughout the Tujkish dominions, to whatever 
religion the\ may belong, are obliged to have a crescent erected 
on the root and on tlie spire. 1 have even observed this on seve^ 
ral churches in White Russia. The houses in Kauschan are 
huilt of an argillaceous cluy mixed with straxv. The roofs are 
coveied with pan-tiles, but J have not seen a single bouse in 
ibis town built of brick. 

The town is ornamented wdth a considerable number of hand- 
apmo fountains w ith jets. To the^ disgrace of many more 
pvilizad States, such fountains ai|d wellii^ are fouqd at^very 
place in Turkey, in almost every street, and even on the 
public roads in 'fcoii^’iderable numbers; they are always built 
of stone, ^nd provided with a bucket. The water in all the 
fountains bjere, except that near the mosque, is nuiddy, and 
impregnated with saltpetre and alkali, ihe town is sur- 
rounded with gardens, which contain vines, plums, poplars, and 
white elder, which continues in blossom until tlie month of Oc- 
tober. A kind pf preserve is made of the blossoms of the ( Ider^ 
mixed with garlick, pepper, ginger, and vinegar, which is called 
|>adlitschan. The Tuiks are extieinely fond of it; but 1 conless 
Its flavour did not please me. '^fhefe aie granite quarries in the 
peighbourhoed of Kauschan, of which the Tuiks make their 
tomb«stones; and in Bessarabia there is a ronsideiable quantity* 
of lapis ollaris, wh^ch however is marie but little ifse of. 

All the Moldavians who live here, and in the other towns of 
jBe$sarabia, pay a capitalion^taX, oi about five shillings veaily. 
from'^the fllteenth to th^ir fiftieth year. This tiibutc is called 
galian. Besides this, the Pacha, or Sangiack, leceives the 
tythe of every kind of com which is grown here ; this is called 
Bachra. 

Palanka, a miserable village with a kind of fprtress, is about fifty 
vertXsfrom Kauschan^ U received its namp from the Zapoiogs, 
who give tlie name of Palanka to evpry place which is su> rounds 
with ^ wall Palanka was built by the Caenoese, and was foiv 
loeriy a place of commerce, but it is now in such a ruined state, 
fbat ijk contains but sixty-three hpiitfcs* There is a handsome 
in the citadel r Ibe fields round the town are covered 
with Euphorbia (wolfs-milk), which in Russian is called Woltsr 
phflock. llie Turks pre*S8 out its ^milk in summer, leave it tq 
^ 01^^ lisa of it to heal j 
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found here a considerable quantity of glass-work, the 
{$alicornia of Xinnaeus. Woodcocks, partridges^ and quails, wra 
here in great abundance : hundreds of stoiks are heard scream*^ 
ing in all the old buildings, and 1 saw numbers of swallows here 
in the middle of the month of October. A small kind of muscle^ 
one side of which is braided like a basket, is found in the 
X*iiuaii, or mouth of the >iiester, which begins at a few versta 
from Cara-Ibrabim. 

There is also a fish caught here, called by the Moldavians 
Murene, wliich is of an iuitneii.se size, and has a long sharp 
head, underneath vrhicli are four large tufts of hair, v^llich are 
at the distance of an inch from each other, it has two tins, but 
po scales ; taste is disagieeable, anti excites nausea. 

Between Pulanka and Akcitnan, there is a kind of elevation, 
or mound, resembling h *ong dam, which has been raised by 
huniau hands. The highest par^of this mound is five feet four 
inches high. The Moldavians call it Caminjii^Trajaui ; and it i$ 
generally believed that it was raised during the reign of Tr;yan : 
for my pait, 1 cannot imagine that tins road, or whatever it may 
be ( allcil, was made by order of that emperor, who never waf 
in this <'(»untiy. ll is true, that at the time of Tiajan, the 
inans had colonies here, which vvcie w holly neglected by AdriatK 
Marcus Aurelius (.assed by Palanka iu his campaign against the 
JSarmatiaiis. Maxiuiuius was the Only Roman emperor who 
continued for any time heie ; and if this be a Roman way, it 
must have been constructed by the colonists during bis reign. 
But It ajjpears more probable to mo, that it was a dam raised 
Jjy the UeiK»esu against tfic overflowings of the IScister. I’he 
Genoese wiwe iu possession of the shores juf the Black Sea iu 
the twelfth contujy. The Veiiotiaas conquered them in the 
fourteeiilli centuiy ; but fifty yt?ai^s' afterwards ^liey again came 
under th^oke of iWn foimer masters. They w ere over-ruo 
in the fifteenllo century 6y the JKogaiaii Tatars, who have ever 
gince retained possi ssion of them. My opinion seems to be 
confirmed by the tact, that this dam is only observable in the 
lowest parts of the banks of the Niester, and of the lake which 
ia connected with the sea. The dam betw^een the rivers Sereth 
end Prulh, and betWQcn this latter river and the lake of Jalpack, 
also bears the name of Camilla Trajani. The Uman of the 

Jester is here also called Baku! Oviduli by tlie Moldavians. 

, ^.kerman, which is' situated in 48^^ 4^^' longitude^ aiwf 

40^ 50' 32^ latitude, wasjt Roman cojony, and was ancientlf 
p^led Alba Julia, name w’hjch the Moldavians have in sotM 
liegree preserved, by calling it Cjvita Alba. ^Vben ibe Qenpyst 
PffJHJJiered they ga^vc it •the Pgme of Monte Castro; aitd dip 
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Tttrksj on getting possession of it, called it A|cir-nicn, which 
means white and cloudy ; a name which it justly deserves, as it 
is frequently enveloped in thick fogs. 

It was originally a colony of Milesians. Darius Ilystaspis 
conquered it, and established a satrap in it, as Herodotus relaleft 
in his rit’th Book, The Greeks wrested it from the Persians 
in tl>c year 48^ before the birth of Christ. T hose who w^er* 
banished to this country gave it the name of Abarman, or the 
liTind of Evil Destiuy, as Cornelius Nepos relates in the Life 
of Histicus, who restoied ^hosc uiihappy victims to their coun-- 
try. The Greeks kept possession of Akernian, and the sur- 
rounding country, until the Romans conquered Asia Minor; at 
which time these latter gubdued Akennan, and gave it tin* name 
of Alba Julia. Clement of Alexandria, and several other meu 
of litcrai'y eminence, were bty^iished hither# by Domitian. ^The 
Croths made themselves masters of it in the fourth century, but 
tfie Romans succe^ded^in wresting it from them, and united it 
with Thrace. Th(^ Venetians got possession of it and all the 
•eaport towns in this country in the thirteenth century, but were 
aoort after driven out of it by the Genoese, from whom it was 
taken by the Tatars, w’ho, in their turn, were overpowered and 
expelled from it by the Turks, who have ever since kept pos- 
session of it. 

The city is not perceptible at any considerable distance, as 
it is built in a hollow ; at the distance of three versts on the side 
of the Liman, it appears as if its fbur towers rose out of the 
water. 

The city aiS suburbs are surrounded w ith an intrerichnient of» 
£370 paces in circumference, which has four largtj entries, or 
gateways. On entering the principal of these, 1 saw a con- 
siderable numbcf of Turkish griwes, each of which is of an ob- 
Icwig form. Those of the men are» % a turban, 

^ and those of the. women by a flower resembling a lilly, which 
are engraved on the tomb-stones. 

The suburbs are disgnstfiaUy filthy, but have here and there 
flag-ways for foot passengers. 

The houses, which arc all built of argillaceous earth, arc very 
low^, and are surrounded with such high Myalls, or hedges, that 
they can scarcely be seen from thfe street. The windows ail look 
'into tl)ie court-yards, and are near the ground. The walls 
which surround the houses have been suggested by Turkish 
j6alous;y. , V 

*Th€ disgusting butchers’ stalls, and the coffee-houses resem- 
which 1 have described in my account of Kauschan, 
are the only buildings which face file street, and are not, sur- 



lUnKISil MANNER oy ^UATHING. 

TotiTlfled by wall?. Tlicre are several Imths in Akerman, two oJ 
whkli are reserved for people of distiurtion. The baacisomest 
and most spacious of these is built of stone, and has no wmdoivs, 
but is lighted by a glass cupola, or skylight. In the baths which 
are intended for tlie use of the tvomeii, I saw several marble 
basons, in which they wash themselves after coming out of the 
large bath. Men are not allowed to approach these baths ; but 
W'e had entered the town as conquerors, and inter arma tilent 
leges. The walls arc , all ornauiented with fresco paintings of 
flowens. 

In the centre-room of the baths made use of by the men, 
there is a large tub, and six smaller ones, in the six surrounding 
nitches. The Turks bathe in the following manner, as 1 had an 
opportunity of learning ^om my own observation : the person 
who ^^ishes to bather undresses i» the antichamber, wliich is* 
moderately heated, and is from thence led into a w armer room, 
where he waits for the bath-man, .who w^ea. w n dff f rgc glove covered 
with w ool, or soft kind of hair, with w hich he lubs the body of 
the bather with gradually increasing violence, aud make his joints 
crack. The bath-man then washes liis body with luke-warm* 
water, and la} ing him on a bed on the floor, bends his back back-% 
wards and forwards, then sits on the back of the persons w1w> 
bathes, and slides clown to his feet ; and by incessantly rubbing 
bis body, he excites an agreeable scn‘^alion which is impossible 
to describe. After this pro<'css, the bather is lapped up like a 
mummy in a large piece bf linen, and is led into a warmer 
chamber, wheie is body is rubbed with fragrant oils. After 
this unction is over, he j>nts on a night-gown and slippers, and 
goes into another room, where he takes coff6e, and sits until he 
IS cool enough to return to the aiiticbamber where he bad left 
liis cloatlis. I once took a bath iof this kind, •and paid about 
eight shillings English for jt? 

Of all the mosques which are in this town, there are but two* 
which are deserving of any notice. That in the city is built 6f 
stone, and has a high narrow tower a few steps distant from itj 
6'om the summit of which the Iman calls the, true believers to- 
prayer. This mosque is ornamented with two handsome lamps 
of siJife^Ht, which once belonged to a clnislian church. The. 
xnpsquc in the siibuibs bpilf Of wood, which may be con* 
sidered a rarity in Turkey. The tower has a terrace at the top^ 
instead of being pointed hke die others. Tht re are always hand* 
vSome fountains near the nioSques, and neJir that in the city tlietm 
are two t'emarkable graves ; the tornb-s^oues ot which are 0arye4^ 
with tin bans and warlike trophies; but so great is the inal|^r* 
cues pf the to every t&ng to h^^tpry, that^adoe oC 
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them eould inform me to whom these graves hdotiged. TKtf 
iiicalculablc numbers of graves whioli are* in the suburbs, prove 
that this place must once have been very populous. Two of 
these are different from any graves which I have ever seen inf the? 
Turkish dominioiis : on the turban which is carv^ on one of thtf 
toml>-8tones there are two cones, one of two feet, and the other 
of half a foot in length ; the other had also a turban carved on 
it, but instead of being of the colour of the stone, the ground 
was painted red in that part where the cloth of the turban is^ 
crossed over the forehcr^d. 

The Arrnenimi church is a massive building, one half of which 
is under ground ; it is dedicated to tlic Virgin Mary, and the 
altar is ornamented, or^ rather disfigured, by an ill-carved statue 
of her. One of the many toinb-stopes which surround the 
church is deserving of notice. It is of the most beautiful n^'ii We, 
and covers the ^rave of bishop Stepanos, by birth u Persian, 
and one of the Vv*vWe bisliops who at\? under the inst>ec- 
tioii and controul of the archbishop of Erivan. 'i’his tomb-stone 
is adorned with all the insignia of the episcopal dignity, and the 
epitaph say, that this bishop bad been in Jcnisralem, and died iu 
Akerinan in the year 1784. Almost all the Armenians here are 
iroiii Persia. On the aniversary of the death of their relations, 
they visit their tombs, pour wine into a hollow which is cut in 
tte tomb stone at the head of the deceased, repeat some words 
in a low’ tone of voice, and then drink out the wine which had 
been poiinL^i into the hole. Thev fiave three paliiurchs, who* 
reside in Jerusalem, Constantinople, and Erivan. The last of 
these is the pnncipui, and is entitled Hugas Galhaitos, wlricli 
Bieatis emperor, oabiielos was the name of lutti who was* 
deeied in 1779. A considerable number of bishops are ‘de* 
pemhujl on these thiee patriarolis. 

Stephan, Hospodar of Walluchm, consecrated a catholic 
ofaurch to the Greek faith in die fifteenth century, although he 
had* subjected himself to the dominion of the Turks. He ordered' 
the anus of W’allachia, an ox’s head, to be put on all the gates of 
Akerman, where they are sliil to be seen. The pavement' of the" 
ohunch is of while marble ; on each square Of which a star 
in carved. There arO t?wo> altar^ in the church, at one 6t ^'hich? 
Kiasa is read in the Greek, aiki M the other iir Servian aiwf 
j4oldavhin language. 

Tliere are but thirty-five Greek families ic the city, wlio pay 
Beariy aiKty pounds aitttuaHy for the free exercise of their rcli** 
j^orii|c hiW when the Paellas are in want of money, they ^ewd‘ ^ 
roimd die tbwti in chuins> t^companied by a J^nissaryv 
jiim.to beg thie <k»i^difk>0' till the fc^ired^ili 
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collected, of a ^iiare form, and has four 

towers; the wall whlcti surrounds the city i& fifteen fe«?t 
thick in some pju ts, unci the mpa^ or ditch is seven fathoih^ 
deep* On the side of the Lhnan there i-i a double wall, 
with at the distance of 1120 feet from each other, 

but ti- i:^ noditc!, ere. The two walls on this side of the 
town nte t uvered \\u'\ inscriptions in theTi:rki>.h, Armenian, 
an<l iJohhtvian languages- One of them was. ifi Greeki 
^ V a*- . icJde to decyplier ic.; ne.ir i was an escutcheoa 
i , i:h., ib' li of a hearty oii one side of whicli an inscription 
> a a u 1 1 ■ ^ ‘ c i‘ c' t (; tc r was en ? >;i a ve d . 

N . thc‘ gates^ 1 erved a large square stone, on 

v> ie dt itM/ ‘;cad aj) ox with sh^rt crf'okcd horns was 
.uvv <i iuiivvcen ^»ie horns was a star, aiiu under the neck 
at tilt. ’v. tt-i a ^iueid, in o^e field of which were four 
beam am! ui the oi’h 'T three lillies. 

In t in f . l Will against the Turks, tljysuA^n field out six* 
teen d;g s, ut.cl in ihc last only rJuec days. The Pacha, who 
coniinaudei! in the town had been a goldsmith a year before, 
«ad had purchased his post. ^ 

There is a prodigious quantity of inulbernes, JoVe- 
ftpplcs, and delicious grapes in the gardens round the tpwm, 
howcvei no wine is made here. A kind of sweet wood* 
grows here, which the Turks arc fond of chewing. The 
Tanacetinri odoratum, in Turkish, Kedufe; Malva firbprea, 
in Turkish Qulpatock 8cc. adorn these gardens. 

1 saw immense niuiibers of snakes, in Moldavian Scherp^, 
^'hicb are of a grey colour, and have a led Ixdly. 1 also 
observed gitjat numbers of ants of thesiimll led kind. The 
Liman abounds with sturgeons, carps of an extrordinary' 
size, pikes, and u kind of fishiwhich the Russians call Taran* 
I shall say a few worjJsnelutive to a visit which I paid to 
the Tuikisli cominauder in chief, who was a Pacha of three 
tails. •* 

As soon as 1 was announced, I was led from the anti- 
chamber into a private room, in which 1 found the Pacha 
sitting wdth his licputy, in ihe'Turkish manner, on a low 
sopha, which was covered with red satin. He made me a 
sign in a friendly manner^ tb sit clown; which 1 d}d, but 
found it very inconvenient, as the sopha was but littte ele- 
vated aboV€^ the ground. As soon as I was seated he 
ped twic€ Willi his haud< and a youtig Turk immedfet^ 
appeared in an humble postuie, and carrying a sfiort stji^ 
under on6 arm^ at the end of which were two crooked faorli!^ 
of silver, froni^^bich several iittie bells hung. The jj^Oebi 
campenhausen.] X 
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said a few words to hiraj on which he left the*room walkmg^ 
1)iick\vards until he got outside of the door. In a few nil- 
mvtes he returned, aceoUapanied by another young man 
who was to serve as interpreter. This young man, as 1 
afterwards learned, was a Spaniard by birth, and having 
been taken prisoner by the Turks in a voyage which he 
made up the Mediterranean, he thought proper to renoimre 
hia religion, in order to better his condition. Aa be had 
been for some time in a counting-house in Leghorn, he spoke 
Italian fluently, and it W'as in this language that the con- 
versation was carried on. The Pacha enquired what rank 
my companion and I held in the army ; but our interpreter 
bad considerable difficulty in explaining our answer to him. 
He then demanded to know why I- wore a blue uniform 
with red facings and silver embroidery, and my comp-'nion 
a green uniform with red and gold. He seemed pleased 
with my that he thonght it verj^ judicious 

to use difl’erent uniforms, as by means of this, it was easy 
to distinguish such troops as belonged to the infantrj^ or 
cavalry. He enquired if we had seen (Constantinople; and 
on our anaw^eWng in the negative, he told us that we had 
never seen any thing which could be compared to it ip point 
of splendour. I said, I hoped to be there before long. Hife 
seemed to comprehend niV meaning, and continued si- 
lent. On observing me take a pinch of snuff, he asked for 
iny sUuft-box, and emptied ail the snuff into his owii,w'hich 
was a coarse wooden box; he then requested me to send 
liim some pounds of the same kind of snulf. He clapped* 
his hands a seconebtime, but in a different manner from the 
former; and presently a servant entered witli a silver tray, 
on which Were dozen silver cups, in as many silver baskets, 
instead of saucers; another followed with a silver colfec- 
pot, which iie shook every time that he poured out the 
coffee; a third followed with a napkin, embroidered at 
the edges with gold and silk, hanging on his shoulder.. 
These three servants were all dres'^ed in jackets and 
parualoons of different colouis. The eolfee was served 
ithout cither sugar or milk. ‘ Another sci vaiit appeared, and 
handed a ligliled pipe to theTacha, after having put a 
of aloes wood into it. His excellency smoked for 
abdW.a minute, and handed tin? pipe to the Piin-Pacha, 
who did the same, atrtl gave it to me, I follov^d nis exam^ 
pie, and gave it to my companion, who returned it to the 
Pacha. • This ceremony was icpeated several times. 1 asked 
the Italian how many tails the Pacha had, when the latter. 
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AS soon as mj[ question was explained to him, made a sign 
to rne to look tibind me; which I did, and observed in tiie 
corner'of the room, a long cane with a golden ball at the 
end, from which three beautiful tufts of white horse-haii 
hung : this gave, rise to 3everal*questions and. answers relative 
to this symbol of honour, the result of which was, that no 
J^acha, not even the Grand Vizier, is allowed to have this 
badge of dignity with the three tails earned before him, so 
long as he is ia the town which the Sultan inhabits. A stick 
with a gilded ball at the end of U, is the only mark of dis^ 
ti notion which is allowed him on such occasions. The 
Sultan is the only person in the empire who lias the p^yilege 
of wearing a turban with a black hei^^n feather, whic h at his 
decease is always sent^to Mecca. The military always receive 
eitlj^T one er three tail^, but ^lever two, as this distinction 
is given exclusively to persons in civil departments, such as 
Cadi’s, Sec. The Pacha became at ceJmmunicative, 

and asked us from what part of Russia we came; and on our 
answering from Iliga and Moscow, he repeated those names 
several times. He told us that he was a native of Georgia, 
that his brother was the sword-bearer and favourite of tlie 
Sultan, and that himself had often carried the Sultan in his 
arms. However, this dki not prevent him from being 
strangled by order of the emperor six months afterguards. 
He had the character of being fond of drinking, and of 
having unnatural propensities, 1 was also told, that he had 
but three wives, all old women. As soen as we bad drank our 
^coffee, the servant came and wiped our mouths with the em- 
broidered flapkin. After this a new scewe coniinenced. A 
servant dressed like the three former, entered with a large 
silver tray, on which were at least twenty little plates, con- 
taining difTerent kinds preserves; a second (vilowed him 
yvith a^olden or gilded spoon, yrith which he put a portion 
of each of the preserves into 'bur mouths, and a third was 
charged with the ceremony of wiping our lips. The pre- 
serves, particularly the unripe oranges, w^ere extremely gemd. 
Our conversation continued, arfd as. the Pacha heard that I 
was fond of horses, •he ordeied that 1 shoultl be conducted 
to his stud on leaving the house. After some minutes had 
elapsed, another servant came into the room with some sil- 
ver cups of lemon sherbet; and soon after another came in 
with a cbnser, with whk:h he fumigtited us from head to 
foot. This was the signal for the breaking up of the con-* 
ference, for his excelleucv made us a sign with his hand to 
after haying requested me not to ffrgei the 

i a 
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We went to see iiis’stabl^js, which were i]n 4 ergrounflj and 
ronlained about thirty horsesS/f^^^^^^ oF which were valuable. 
Each horse was bound by a chain fastened round one of his 
fore legs* As We were on the point of taking our departure, 
his excellency sent each of usvi piece of aloes-wood of about 
a finger’s length. 

^ The l^icha aj)peared lo me to be about sixty 3 ’ears old. 
ife wore a red velvet nuuitle, lined with fur; his waistcoat 
and girdle were of embroidered silk stuff, and his breeches 
and turban of red cloth, o 

The Pirn Paclia wore a mantle of vellow satin lined with 
ennin^ a blue silk waistcoat and breeches, and a turban 
of yellow cloth. He^cihl not speak a word duriiig the whole 
ceremonx*. Each person who came into the room left his 
slippers which he wore over his boots, aUthe door, and, re- 
tired backwards with bis bo'dy in an inclined posture, and 
his arms crossed ('KK^the breast. 

The village cd Drcuscif' is twenty wer$ls distiint from 
Ackerman. Its extensive ruin'< prove that it was formerly 
a place of considerable importance. It is at present inba- 
bitecl by sectaries, w-ho call themselves Jscckrassovvtzy. 
Some travellers bvive erroneously considered them a tribe 
of Tartars. Their history is brielly as follow's: ''rhree 
Stanitzy of Cossacks (each Stauitz consists of five hmiilred 
men) under the guidance of a leader called NeckrassOvitz, 
separated from the Cossacks of tife Don, and established 
themselves in the island of Tainan, between Temnick and 
Copil. General Siiwarrov exerted all his efforts to prevail, 
on them to return, %bul ui vain, 'i'hey first fled \o the Cir- 
cassians of Kuban; Iml meeting soon with some causes 
of disconiervt, they separated into two parties, one of wbicli 
fixed itseibin the neighbourhood of ^he city of Anapis, and 
the other joined t lie Tatars of. the hordes of Ediss^n and 
Edissnel, under the governments of the Turks, and how in- 
habits this Bessarabiarf village ; however it is probable that 
they .will hot continue long here, as they are. too much ac- 
cu,^tcined to a waoderipg Ifiodc of life, to rertiain long iu 
any one sput. 

jBender, the capital of BeSsarabia^ is situated on the 
Neister* T1 e residence of Charles XII. here after the , 
battle Poltava, has given this pitv a certain celebrity in 
history. It received ks name frorii^feajazet the .second, who 
on his death-bed cojrtimancled his successor, Selim the I%st^ 
sirnamed . ay us, the Sayage, to build a fortress here; and' 
jponcluded bi$ ^hoxtaiion with th&e words, ^^ Ben-Berim r* 
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** f command •thcc.” At least thIsMs the ofymology of it 
which was given me by tlie Pacha, the Cadi, and the Se- 
raskicr. The I’ortrc&s is only remavkable Tur the immense 
ditch whieh' surrounds it; for the fortiheations arc very 
injudiciously constructed. It lunendercd in the last war> 
because ihe^Pacha who commanded in the town, and th^ 
.Seraskier who liad the command of tlie camp outside the 
Avorks, were at variance; and the Janissiiries, who were 
mostly in trade, trembled lor their rich shops. We found 
three Iiundrcd cannon ih the placci^ of wiiich fifty-one were 
of iron; vve also found twenty-five . mortars and throe 
liowiizcrs. The fortress was abundanlfy provided with 
jMiwder, balLi, rice, meal, Jk-c. Arnc^igst the cannon .was 
oiio twelve pounder, w]iich was a [present from the city of 
LaruhiiLi h> the emperor Leopold *11)0 I'irst. Near the mouth 
t^f it wtis a unicorn with tiio German words, '^^Antoni Utli 
hot mik gegoten,’' Antony IJth cast mv,. ear the touch- 
iiole was a crown and a iindcti tree, with the words, Tusiun 
est hoc; torinontum beHiciini tempore Jiidicis Goldschmittii 
pro sine patriic gloria ct menuMna 1646.** I observed the 
arms of Venice on one of the mcKtars. There are t\yo in- 
y eriptions on the inner wall of the castle, or Itsch Kalasy, 
r»!d fortress, as it is called. One of them is*eflaced; with 
rlie exception of a few letters and the year of the Ilcgyra. 
llie other is in the Arabian language, and is of the folidwing 
imporl, Built by order ol‘ the S'tambulian Padischa Beyza- 
Devoly, by the powerful Padiseha Sultan Se'iim lJa2:y.* 

I'he Jhirkish emperors all call themselves Stambulian or 
f'onstautinopolitan, as may be seen on tfie iion-dollars, or 
Byrus, and on the double (iollars. 

Bender has two suburbs, twt;lve mosque^, six inns or 
khans, and seven gates. .The names of the gates are. as fol- 
lows : The StauibuJ Kapisy, or gate of Constantinople ; the 
*rabany Kapisy, or tanners gate; 'the Varnitza Kapisy, or 
gate of Varna; the Su Kapisy, or Avater gate ; the Uul Ka- 
pisy, the Orda Kapis^, and the Tasch Kapisy, or stone 
gate. Two of these gates have Inscriptions, one of which 
I shall translate here* partly ftecause it is a good specimen 
of the oriental 8ly]e> and pjjrtfy as it informs that the town 
of Teg in was not taken by treachery, as the tiongarian 
historians maintain, but Ivy storm. The following is the 
literal translation : ^ 

J, by the grace of the highest, thp first of all emperors in. 
the world, Sultan, born of God and of iiis prophet M uhamed^' 
companion of the Lord, co*iqueror of the world and of the 
^Voywod Peter, and of Bogdania, I, Solyman, sq^l-bcarcr 
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of ihc temple of ihe onW God, 1, 1 have wrested the fortress 
of Teijin and its garrison from tlio king Germany.; I 
have taken it by storm, in tliu pivsonce of all the chiefs of 
wy ever invineibic army. And I have given orders to have 
the stones taken from liie casiie Paianka, to build this 
• Wall and gate, and tiie fortress shail be named Ben-Dcrim, 
Jn the year of the Hegyra </io. 

Tlie [)eo(de assemble in the p; incipal mosque, which is 
called Muynkar-Dgammid, on Fridays only. This mo.sqne 
may be considered a kinc} of calhedrrd, in which alone it is 
allowed to pray for the Sultan, Tln^ second mosque is? 
called Dagestan-Met sched, and the third Sclima MeUehed ; 
all the others are of little importance. Tlic Armenians here 
consist of J.-5() families; tiieir church is a misfri iible building. 
1 saw a wedding of these people, which stiuck me, oji ac- 
count of its singularity. I'iic relalions of the bride and 
bridegroom Valk^'f^n procession through the streets, the 
men se})arated IVom the women, and uttered loud and 
continued lamentations. They were prt'ccded by two 
boys carrying dambeaus,’ and weue i'oi lowed by two others 
who were dressed in white and g<>hl, and carried wa.v 
tapers,* next came the bridegroom drcsseil in while, sup- 
ported by two young men in the same dress. The bride- 
groom carried a stick orna'iicnted with white ribbands 
in his hand, and was followed by the bride, who was veiled 
and completely covered with a lai^e shawl or cloak of red 
silk. Stie was accompanied by two yoiuig girls and a num- 
ber ef women, all of wliom uttered incessant lamentation^. 
The priest, who w^alked a few steps bci'ore tiie^J^ridcgroom, 
raised his stick frequently and repealed the same words 
every .five or 5v,x ininules ir\ a.loitd tone of voice. The two 
troops walked ^o slowly, that their progress was scarcely 
perceptible. 

'J1ie streets in Bender are extremely gloomy, narrow, and 
dirty. The fiiihiness which is peculiar to Turkish towns is 
almost incredible, and forms a singular contrast with the 
frequent able.tions which iheMahomctan religion commands. 
Dead hoi'aies, oxen, dogs, &c.*lie andrfot in the streets, and 
are perhaps in a great degree productive of the plague, which 
so often ravages ihc; e ipountries.*. 

The Inns, called by the 1 uuks Khans or Khaans, are large 
square buildings, which somewhat resemble convents. The 
principal of thei^ are two stories high. The windows look 
into a court yiird? is surrounded with a high wall* 

There isa gre^tinimber of small*chambers in these khans^ 

4 
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wlilch have n(>#c 07 nt!tufiicat ion wirh tuch other, and are ca- 
tered from a lony; gallerv or corridor. The travellers lodge 
in these, and foreisjn inei rharOs here expose their riierchuu- 
dize lor sale. Tliey coniain no fnrniwirc of any kind. 

The Turkisli houses are all ligWtly built, and are incapable 
of resisting’thc iurh-nieney of the weather in a hard win- 
ter. They all linvc ^ nye which runs IVotn one end of 
the house to the ollu r, anu (}n each side of which are the 
/diamh^ s, like ceils m a convent, 'i’he walls of the ( Irani- 
hers are nendiy ada*d wiilt \aiioKS kinds of wood, and there 
e.rf a no r pre. -ii s on cuj>hoards, the doors of 

■'Nifieii " ;.;-l w;tl) i>M2.ht brass nails. 

, 1.- a iai.,>c poi, fas.eaet* in the wall, con- 
taining u. ,n e 'cr foi, toe Abde*'' or ablution prescrilxd 
hy tiiejar, . lene iS aI ^o ; itiieb of s.aall closet in every rr>omj, 
in w'hich i nrkr ' h 5 bcf,n^eU'e^. and for which there 

arc sewers n> ‘'arry <nf :!■- ‘irry wniter. smafi t-ievallon^ 

‘ e'led i). fe;*s -.d !hc *< .ot. oj' t!)C wall all round the 
. ; '' s , auitcd d (Otvciod with (‘arp'cting, vadver, or 

eoid , ■ ,* 'O t'-'* wealth of ihc f>ropri.'U)r. The 

{'• : .r.e’ ‘ lO'-'c :>:\:'US of po!i('r’s clay, daubed 

ow* '-V ilh ’i*.a’k-y€!le»vv p<:!nK h'-o' windows, w Inclt arc vt^rv 
V 'ff |no[Ma*ti^uj i\} lie. or ho. ane a few inches above 
-■ .n>, and ;u e (‘(n-cred v, 'rp}er, < I'le.ss wlnilowjj 

? .u‘t‘incly Tio'c: I hijvc ordv seen ihej.n lo the nujs^njc?, 

. no h. hue liou.se one man o\ raid:. The cou! t of .hVters- 
hury h. '■■'P-’h window-glass as u prtsent to the 

T«>t' c HI tlie windows r?i' the most^ue 

ot iMoyro'.ji otHHu! u? . 0;!![ about t hree^iichc.s scjuaie. 
'd,c.' ho i:‘ MeLsched, v;hich is .the liandsoniest' edifice in 
■ ■ a'.'ftuire ! enkh itg of tifi?y-cight p;ie(‘!?. There is a 

cv koH'c tie. pritwhpai Untry, on which o vcr.se of the 
,ca Ls w rsit</i} Ml Icttins (U'gold. In a uiu*!.-, opposite the 
yua»r, is a nukai busou suspencied from a chain, which tlie 
t vH'ks call Schadrivan. lo the left of this there is a kind 
Of recess, in wi ich there is a representation of the Kaaba, 
•^nd of the grave of Mahomet ; however, these were removed 
vu tile approacl. ih^ Russian tre^ ps. There is a smah 
Toalpit to the rgHH. cd^ tlie l^clnidrivan, whicli resembles a 
oidcsssjonal, or a centry box, itj which the Iman stands^ 
who is appo; o. d {o read lb(* Jvora>n. Ten steps, covered 
'i'ilh ted cloth, lead up to k. Tiic door cf the Metsched is 
overed with rich (rarprntig; and thei;e arc divans all round 
tfie walls. In the toiddic o( the building is a cupola, orna- 
mented with a ^fa^ rn f»‘d wood, and with verses of the Ko- 
^aa ia letters ofgolch Troiu ilie centre of tlic stai„a brass 
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lustre^ calletl Scherft*^ irnugs; .oti the bra ncfhos of winch are 
several hundred gla^s lamps of different colours, which are 
never lighted but at the feast of the Boyrain; and, on tliese 
occasions, it usual rf'or every person who frequents the 
mosque to pay a few paralis; Several o.strich iind ar 
lifieial flowers of tinsel or gold-leaf, are suspended over thv: 
Schc rfe. A prayer against the plague is written on the wall, 
near the pulpit ; and on one side of this prayer is a painted 
lepro^entation of the sabre of Ali. The Turks have no 
other colours in their fresco paintings but blue/green, and 
yellow. 1 saw a large luill here, one side of which was co* 
vered with a painting of a tree; and on the other side was 
something which was meant to represent a bine ship. 

The minarets are. lofty, narrow,* aiid pointed at top. They 
are generally built of stone, ?nid stand a fow paces distant from 
the nio.squc*,^ 1 have seen but one exception to this, which 
1 have already infe..'ioned. In the interior,* they have a small 
spiral stain^asc whic h nius up to tlie highest point of the 
building. There is n gallery on the outside, from which the 
Inian calls to prayer, or annomices a death ; for this latter 
service he receives a dollar, of about four shillings value. 
Tl'.e two galleries of the principal mosque in Bender arc 
built witli some taste, and the intervals are orna-' 
■tneuted with blue glass, which produces a good elket 
when the sim shines. Tlie Imans derive tlieir eiiioiuments 
from charity, from what they receive from the public for the 
performance of their functions as priests, and from the schools 
in which tljoy teach. Each scholar is obliged to pay 
parahs weekly. JKach IMussulinaU is obliged, by law, to. con- 
tribute a portion of every thing that he possesses to the 
Metsclied, a’l the* feasts oPibe great and little Beyrara- 
The priests receive a jfixed .sum for every burial fNikia), 
circumcision (Sikurinei), and inarrijige (Masul). When a 
licli Turk di^, ten or twelve poor people are employed t{) 
wash his body, during which time the Iman reads prayers 
over him. When a female child is born, no other cere- 
irouy is observed by the Iman than to give her a name, and 
to mutter ihq prayer A’la-Hebker in her ear. 

The doors *of the houses in Turkish towns are ornamented 
in a singular manner : they have generally three or four 
locks of tiuiplate, and are sonuitiines wholly covered there- 
with. Those who baniiot go to this expence,' drive into 
them a^.<^any brass-headed nails as possible. 

‘ Thej^gHjlierencc, or rather pontempt, of the Turks fo^ 
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e\<?ry thing’ which relates to other r^ations is so great, that 
they pay no attention to events which take place under their 
eyes, "i'lniy never heard of Charles the Twelfth ; and the 
miserable ruins of the house which he inhabited here, and 
of his intrencbrnen^ at Varnilzaj arc the only memorials of 
a monarch, who for several years filled the Russian empire 
with dismay, and excited tlie adiniratiori of Euri^pe. Two 
small eminences cover the rciiciins of Colonel Muller and 
Baron Stein, who served in the army which was command- 
ed by Count Panin, and fell in the first siege of Bunder, 
when the town \vl\s taken by stormT 

The Turks have a kind of floral language, if I may be 
allowed this expression : that is, each flower, each tree, each 
plant, has a particular meaning ; and a^iosegay is frequently 
an expressive, and, as it were, circinnstantial declaration of 
love, irhich at once* extols the beauty and good qualities of 
the fair, and expresses the passion ol th#^ lover. I have 
picke<l up the foliovving iuq>crfcet glossary by mere chance; 
lor it is a Herculean labour to obtain a satisfactory expla- 
nation from a Turk on any one subject. I'lie cypress means 
melancholy ; tlie oak, tranquillity ; lavender is expressive of 
assiduity, and desire to obtain something ; white tliorii 
means kisses; rosemary, fidelity; balsam, ardent love; and 
tlic rose, beauty. But it is the appropriate combination of 
these which constitutes tl)c secret. I should not have sup- 
posed that the Turks had an}^ language expressive of gal- 
lantry, had 1 not obtainod the most satisfactory conviction 
^f it. 

^Mt was impossible to obtain the smallest information of 
any kind from the Turks whoin we ihade prisoners, as they 
were all either extremely ignprai^t, or too proud and obsti- 
nate to converse with their conquerors. 

1 had rendered some services to an linan who had been 
in Mecca ; but I never could prevail on him to shew me the 
picture of the Kaaba, which he carried on his breast, or to 
give me the smallest information relative to the customs of 
his countrymen. I once spoke with a distinguished Cadi 
on the subject of Mahomet qnd the Koran ; but die cut 
short the conversation by rising from his seat, and saying, 
God is omnipotent, gracious, and omnipresent; he has 
created all things; but it is not his w’ill that all men sliould 
serve him in the same manner; for if they did, •(' could not 
distinguish between fools and rational beings. He obstinate- 
ly refused to listen to my answer to this singular position. 

Ignorance and indolence render the Turks incapable of 
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every kind of serious oi^ useful occupation, aijd they stanp 
precisely on the same point of civilizaiion fit which they 
Here when they first made their appearance in Europe, j 

Some of our officers spqke once to an Aga relat ive to some 
events in the Turkish hisK^ry, with which they wore well 
acquainted; his Hstonishuient was unbounded; and he ob- 
served, with a hidicrous earnestness, You, who know every 
thing that is going forward in our empire, may, perhaps, be 
able to tell me who has stolen my horse. 

The Turks nppoar to possess two souls ; oiife of which ani- 
mates the nation, and th£ otlier each individual. They arc 
by no means deficient in luiderstandiug, but they studiously 
avoid every thing which v^uld be likejy to extend the 
sphere of their ideas * 

If a Turk be tete-a-icte with a foreigner, he is commu- 
nicative ; but the mc>meniti third pcrsrfn comes up, --lie be- 
comes speerfl This peculiarity in their cliararter is 
probably occasioned*' by the despotism of‘ ilveir government. 
They are naturally prOi.H], disgustingly vain, and have the 
greatest contempt for all those who are not of their religion; 
but as there are few national defects ol eluuacter, w hich re 
not accompanied with, and even produciiye of, or prorluccd 
some ualiofud good quality, so this supertdlionsncss^ 
and good opinion wdiich they entertain of tliemselvcs, im- 
part a decided character to their patriotism, which, if tem- 
pered and directed by a judicious government, w ould be 
productive of the greatest advantage to the nation. 

They possess an uncommon share of personal bravery, 
but this is rather animal courage ihati tlie suggestion ot 
honour, the moment they arc defeated they are incapable 
of being rallied. They me generous and benevolent, when 
the first impijlse of their feelings is not counteracted by 
ianaticism, but in their minds the most sacred duties of hu- 
manity yield to the influence of bigotry and prejudice. 
Their greatest happiness seems to consist in getting mom'y, 
4ind they consider all means justifiable which are likely to 
enable them to attain to< this desired end; but with such 
f jfamples of lapacity and injustice as are set them by their 
government, it is not extracpdinary that their ideas of mo- 
rality are vague and incorrect, ttnd that they willingly sacri- 
fice integrip^ to the suggt*tions of self-interest. 

If their |i||riies were organized according to the principles 
of tactics, they would be the most formidable in 

the wo™; but in their present suite they can be considered 
iu no emer than as unwieldy mobs, which are easily 
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clispersecl, anJ can never be viclofioiis but by their 
riarity of iiuidbe^rs, and even then their successes can only 
be purchased by an immense effusion of blood. 

1 shall mention two anecdotes, which will serve to 
give a tolerably just idea of the character of the Turks.* A 
Turk had attached himself to a staff’ ofBcer of our army, for 
whom he seemed to have tlie greatest irieiidship. He vi- 
sited him daily, and when the officer was asleep, he sat down 
on the ground at his bed side, and frequently waited several 
hours until he awoke. 

One day he brought an jf^rabinn manuscript, which he 
did not himself understand, and for which he deinuiided a 
ducat. The officer willingly gave him the price wlueh he 
asked, on which he retired, but cam^ back two da 3 ’s after- 
w’ards and insisted otf having another ducat. The officer 
rehisi^d him politef}’ at first, but as he became insolent and 
noisy he was obliged to turn him out of d<^^>rs,. after having 
given hiui several blows with his stick. a Iic Turk returned 
the following morning as usual, and continued his visits as 
if nothing had happened. And this was an luian ! 

Another Turk brought a sample of gunpowder, which 
was of a verj" biul quality, aird as the interpreter was not 
present, he laid it on the ground and retired. In about an 
hour he returned and demanded a dollar for his gunpowder, 
but as we laugiied at him, he took it up in a rage, and said. 

You shall not have a grain of gunp(»wdcr that has beea 
made by a Mussehnan, and j^ou know yourselves that it is 
the best in d«e world.*' 

Is ot I ling js more difficidt than to convince a Turk, that 
he is ill the wrung, or that he is a coward — even when he 
ib taken in the act of flying, he has always an excuse lor his 
conduct- The laws of the Tttriks forbid them the use of all 
strong liquors, but tl.at'does not pieVent them from drink- 
ing wine in piivate; and they drink brandy, which they 
call Baky, publuiy, as they say, that it has been purified 
by fire. This mode of palliating what is held as r crime ia 
public estimatioii may be comidered ridiculous, and even 
miprfncipled ; hut it^ tmicly not more so than the nume- 
rous evasions of law*to which the subjects of the most pa- 
triotic and virtuous states of Europe have recourse. Maho- 
met inas allowed them the use of Muscadine wine, whea 
they anc in ill healtli ; anti there are Greek ifin-keepers to 
he found in ail the T«i\ish towns, w*lio do a considerable 
deal of' business, and aivs \isited by^ Turks of the first rank in 
the state. They also vitd ate, withosut scruple^ the laws 
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the Koran, with respect^ to eating pork, and fish tvitli scales : 
and 1 once indulged in a hope that these ntlmcrous devia- 
tions troin tlje laws and prejudices of their country, would, 
in time, lead theni to the adoption of some useful institu- 
tions of foreign countries ; biu a more intimate actjuaintancc 
with them has taught me, that, with a perversity which, 1 
fear, is natural to mankind, they pertinaciously attach 
themselves to vsneh prejudices of their country as are de- 
structive of public welfare, and adopt only those customs of 
foreigners which are most calculated to flatter their passions 
or gratify licentious desifes« 

However, I believe, that under such a government as the 
Turkisl), whose only aim seems to be to {)erpetuate igno- 
jance, to weaken or pervert all the energies of the mind, 
and lopluTige the subjects into a stifte of political degrada- 
tion, no pcoph. in Juuope \^oul(l inanitcsl a greater niuiiber 
of estimable, quid it ics than the "ruiks. 

When they indulge in a debauch they hire a 

room, which is generally under ground, in one of tlie above- 
mentioned Cheek inns, and assemble after sun-set. They 
begin the repast by eating smoked or salt meat, or fish, 
after w^hich supper is served, and after supper they sit for 
several hours drinking various kinds of wine. They are 
certain of not being betrayed by their host, as his income, 
and even his'eAisteuce depend on his silence. They prefer 
JDantzick malt-spirit to all oilier liquors, and when they are 
reproached for their drunkenness, they answer, Sultan 
JVlustapha the second, sirnumed Beckris, the drunkard, did 
4rO, and he was the successor of the prophet I” ^ 

The Tatars ar£? much more civilized than the Turks, and 
have manners and customs wholly diflerent from theirs. 
Their priucifful men and their Mullahs arc also better in- 
formed than the Paclias, Kadis, and Imans. I shall here 
describe a visit which I made to the Chan. His tent, which 
w as covered with a kind of woollen stuff, was very spacious, 
and ufone end of it was a green curtain, which fornoed a 
species of alcove. The Qhan and all the company sat on 
. saddles, which’ were laid on the ground^ and were covered 
with pieces of cloth. It wjis about dinner time when I 
. called on him, and after the usual compliments, a Mullah 
entered and repeated some prayers. As soon as he bad 
concluded, the guests were presented with large cups filled 
with a kind of fen^entt^d liquor, made from mare’s milk, 
which somewhat resembled malt-spirit. But before wc drank 
, the. Mullah took the flask in his |iand, drew up the curuin. 
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aiui poiifOl out sdmo of the liquoi/ into oath of the cups 
which stood before some idols which were behind the cur- 
tain. These images were twelve in mimbcr, were coarsely 
carved in wood* and had grotesque faces. After the liba- 
tion was performed the curtai»»i was let down, and dinner 
was served on small wooden trays. The repast consisted of 
rice mixed with raisins, poultry, fish, which was nearly raw, 
and the leg of a foal roasted, which I found very tender and 
savour 3 \ There was also a kind of pastry served, which I 
could hot eat much of, it tasted of rancid fat. Our drink, 
during dinner, was water and a*kind of mead, which was 
weak and extremely swee t. As soon as dinner was over tea 
was handed round, wdiich, as it was boiled in the water, was 
ver}" bitter. We had our (‘hoiee to drfnk with it either mare's 
or earners milk. I tiled both, and found the latter disgust- 
ingl^^fat. The Ctii'uj did not s])eak ten words during the 
whole time of dinin r, but devoured witKjhe*voracity of a 
cannibal. His principal general, however, was communi- 
culive, made several eiujinrie.^ relative to our manners and 
customs, and was of opinion that the law which limited us 
to one wife was tyrannical and unjust. He even made some 
sarcastic observations on our moderation in this respect, 
iowards evening we w'Cre entertained with horse-races^ 
shooting with bows and arrows, throwing of lances,* and 
other gymnastic exercises. 'I'iic pipe passed round as 
quickly as the disgusting bt'verage, and the Chan seemed to 
have got u sufficient doze. 1 afterwards learned that this 
was a fca$t dai/ of the family’ of Guirey. 

’ 1 sai^’ souie Tatar women, all of \vh|)m were extremely 
Ugly. 'J’'he laen mostly wore white pantaloons and short 
jerkins, and the breast bart^. ^They were jextremely sun- 
burned, and had ah a nervous well-proportioned form, black 
eyes and hair, and w er^ wonderfully expert in their military 
evolutions and exercises. This'cast or tribe seemed to have 
no established religion, but to have adopted partly heaiheh 
and partly mahometan rites. The coznmander of the forces 
told me, that the Chan could ea^sily send 50,000 cavalry into 
the Held ; however^ 1 have my. doubts of this. The camp 
which 1 suw^ consisted of about 6000 cavalry. 

There is an incredible tmraber of tanners in Bender, some 
smitlis, three paper manufacturers, and one watch-maker, 
who did not know much Of his business. The paper here is 
made of cotton and smoothed with glass. The ink is made 
of the bark of the alder. ThO smidw arc the most expert of 
the aititicers here, and it not uncommon for them to 
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boat out a horse shoe in^o a sabre blade- They tttake nse of 
alum for inlaying- of gold, silver, &o. An old Turk, who 
apfRnircd to me to be fully deserving of credit, informed 
Hie that the rolebraled blades orf Damascus were manufac- 
tured in the following manner: 

The iron is first cut as small as possible, then mixed with 
pigeons dung, and put into an earthen pot, where it is left 
for some time, altrr which it is tak^ out, itielted, and ma- 
nufactured into blades. 

The Turkish soap contains a considerable portion of 
lime. The best kind is fnadc of tfie lees of olive oil. The 
manufaetory of saltpetre is scarcely worthy of notice- 
Opium is called Ainfion by the Turks. Each garrison, each 
detueliment, has a tiiAnufaeLurer of opium attached to it, 
who is paid by the Sultan. • 

I made an experiment wifh opium on hiyself ; bowwer, it 
did not produce^ that effect on me which it does on the 
Turks, although Y STvallowed a tcdcrably large dose of it. 
It is become so necessary to the 1 urks, that many of them 
take a considerable portion ol' it every day. At first they 
appear sleepy and melancholy, but they become animated 
by degrees, and at last indulge in the most extravagant 
gaiety ; but if they lake too strong a dose, their rage becomes 
ungovernable. 

The largest portion of opium, which a Turk is capable of 
taking at a time, ii* about the size of a filbert- As the com- 
mon people are not able to purchase this luxury, they make 
use^ofllie grains of white poppy mixed with a vegetable 
which is called L yus Erlick. The description pf this plant 
was so vague an5 unsatisfactory, that 1 was not able to 
ascertain its name. I was told that it bears yellow flower*, 
and grows chiefly against walls- Perhaps it is the Cheli- 
donium magnum. • 

The science of medicine is wholly unknown in Turkey, 
and its place is supplied by prayers, amuJets, and a few 
general remedies, such as pills for all kinds of diseases. 
The physicians are chiefly Jews and Jewesses. 

One of these quacks preiepded tbtit he had studied kt 
Berlin and Konigsberg, and that he spoke Latin fluently. I 
therefore addressed him in that ^language, but I found that 
what he called Latin was notbiiig more than a few words 
picked up by chance, and the tertni nation vs,'* which he 
gave to Words of the* flialcct of the’^ country ; foi' instance, he 
said with doctrinal gravity, Sr/ropus vitdarm e$t bonus pro 
stomdcku^:** btiU he was looked to by the infaftbitauu asit 



ISMAIL. 


76 

prodigy of learning. The venereal /disease rages with the 
most desiructi\fce violence in Turkey ; tlie Turks call it Frenk 
YMrussii, and know of no other mode q§ treating it, but that 
of sliutiing up the patient in a warm room, and giving him 
sudorifics. 1 went into an apothecaries shop in Bender, 
wliich belonged to the above-mentioned Jewish doctor, who 
prided himself so much on his knowledge of the Latin lan- 
guage, aiid ibe only medicines which I found in it were 
Peruvian bark, syrup of viok ts, and about a dozen large 
boxes of ready-made j)ills, which he sold, in my presence, 
to persons afflicted with diseases <?f tlie most opposite na- 
ture. I could not prevail on him to make me actjuainled. 
with the coiuposiiioii ; but on perceiving several large 
packets of red stickiiig plaister spread*on linen, I requested ‘ 
him to give iiie the receipj/l, whi( h I ohtaiiu d with some diffi- 
culty a dollar; le was as follows: Wax, in Turkish Bai- 
mnun ; the yolk <»f an egg, in Turkish ^^iniiinirta-Sary; 
ptneri'csin in ^furkish Tschuui-Sakys ; Laiuianum, in Turkish 
l)ara-Sakys ; and aiuiion suet, iiri urkisli Koin-Yahe. Each 
Turkish soldier is provided with a certain quantity of this 
plaister wrapped round his sabre, in case of necessity. 

The Turks are so ignorant in the coiimionest branches of 
natural history, thatiliey have not even names for many of 
the plants, which they are constantly in the habit of seeing. 

Two kinds of barley grow in the environs of Bender ; 
black barley, which comes originally from Mecca, and ia 
called by the Turks Su-^^rpa, and common yellow barley, 
u hieh they call Thypla-Arpa. Long-eared wheat, and Alba- 
liis^n w)»eat are planied here and there. Tl^cy are ol‘ a pecu- 
liar sort. Tritinun afiimmum Afbam’usv ^ triticum spica 
crassa lo7igiysiinu , Jodis raginati^, lougioribus^ el /atioribus 
communes, et se minibus longissimis, lutescente co/ore, 

Ismail, or isniit, which«tlie Turks call lsmit< >rda Kallessy, 
(Ismii, the field-Jbrtifieation) was formerly one of the largest 
towns in Bessarabia. Its fortifications are five versts in cir- 
cumi’ereiiee ; they run along the Danube, which is herefriSO 
fathoms wide,’ to the distance of j.wo versts, and extend in 
the opposite direction as far Uij the Bulgarian shore, wliich 
comprises a space of *237 fathoms. I’he situation of the 
town, particularly on the swde of the river, is extremely 
beautiful. There are seventeen inosquros liere, the most 
maguifieent of which was bnilt by the merchants who uadc 
to the interior of Asia, ft is a rotunda* and has a cupola 
covered with grey marble. The palace of the Pacha, and 
the khan or inn, which the ^siatic merchants frequent, were 
buildings. The lortrcss was built under the di- 
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Tcction of a German of the name of Richter ; it has five 
bastions, but the ravelin has never been cotftplcted. Tlie 
Armenians and Greei8» have a church and monastery here, 
in the latter of which Bart>n Weisenstcin, who was one of 
the most distinguished officers in the Russian service^ is 
buried. The useU^SvS obstinacy of the Paella^, who att<anptcd 
to defend the fortress, even after all his ammunitidn was 
consumed, forced us in tlic 3’ear 17^9» under Suwarrov, to 
take it In’ storm, and on this occasion this beautiful city 
was reduced to asiies. 

The length of Bessarabil from Stara3'a Gangura, where* tlie 
Botnitza empties itself into the Boitna is Jti versts, and its 
breadth from Ackerman to Gretscheny is about 170 versts. 
The neighbouring country abounds in fertile meadows and 
running springs. The lake of Yalpuch contains an immense 
quantit}’ of excellent fish of evert’ kinfl. I'hc soibds ex- 
tremelv fertile, ,Avjrli tlie exception of the stepp or plain of 
Otschakov, and a tract of land on the banks of the Danube. 
There are some salt water lakes in the neighbourhood of 
Tatar Bonnar, on the surface of wliich ihQ %al mariman is 
formed the heat of the sun. Tlie revenue which this 
salt produced, belonged formerly to the Chan of the Crimea, 
but devolved to the Pacha of Ismael, when that country 
was conquered by the Russians. 

Bessarabia is separated from Jlcklavia by a chain of 
mountains. The former is a Saiidgiack or government. 
Bender is the residence of the principal Sandgiack, who 
bas a number of provincial governors subordinate to him ; 
his yearly revenue as governor amounts to rather tlmu 
.three thousand ].)ouncls sterling; however, he has various 
uieans of increasing it. , , , 

1 have 116 where seen so many lizards as here; one 
species of them is very beautiful , it is of a dark-browm 
colour, with .white stripes on the back, and the intervals 
between these stripes are covered with brown spots with 
black edges. The grass grow's liere to the height of' seven 
or eight feet. The Genista tinctoria, the Reseda luteola, 
and the Anchusa officinaljs grow promiscuously w ilh 
the Bryonia alba, the Tanacetum, the lledysarum ono- 
brychis, the Astragalus, and rarions other useful plants. 
The blossoms here have all a deeper colour than in other 
countries, for instance, the Tanacetum is of a deep orange 
colour, and the Antirrhimim linafia is of the most beautiful 
yeUpvw*^l*jirge tracts of land arc covered with hemp and 
flax, ji^ 8 **^^ wild. That part of the province which 
borders oii Aioldavia contains but a single village, which is 
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situated oii tlTe banks of the lake of Yapul ; the rest is all a 
desert Stepp, * The country on tiie banks of the Neisier is 
tolerably well cnltivated, and some parts of it are covered 
^vith orchards. The plums of Akerinan, a kind of mirabell, 
called in Turkish dgeaiimeryck, and are oi* an excellent 
quality ; and the apricots of Isriiail are better flavoured than 
those of Fraaice or Italy. The fields are covered with wild 
fowl of all kinds, Ismail and Kilia are llie wannest aspects 
in the whole province, and the trees grow here to an extra- 
ordinary size, and have an uncoujiuonly abundant foliage. 
The peaches of Babahda, which is forty versts from Ismail, 
considered the largest and best in Europe. All the gar- 
dens abound in melons, apricots, peaches, plums, pears, 
apples, medlars, cucumbers, beans, peas, lettuce, onions, 
&C. of the best quality. 

Pei^Sian pepper, garlick, and salt, are the only seasoning 
known to the inhabitants. » • 

The province of Bessarabia was never wholly conquered 
by Trajan, as some historians maintain, although he sub- 
dued Dacia. Tlie Romans had but a single colony here, 
which was called Coelia, at present Kilia. Adrian aban- 
doned Dacia, and transplanted the colonies to another 
country; he even destroyed the bridge across the Danube; 
but the abutments of it are stiU visiblc at low water. 

Before 1 proceed to a description of Moldavia, I shall 
communicate to the reader a short, but tolerably accurate, 
account of that province, and of Waliacia, which was writ- 
^ ten previous to the bi*eaking out of the last war between the 
and Turks, by a French officer^in the service of 
Russia. The author, knowing that 1 was collecting mate- 
rials relative those countries.^ Viade me a i^resent of his 
manuscripts, with permission to make what use of it I 
tliought proper ; but I b*dve, n6t thought myself justifiable 
in tnaking any alteration in it> although his account of Mol- 
davia differs in' some degree from mine. 


CURSORY OBSERVATIONS, . MADE DURING A TOUR 
THROUGH WALLACHXA AND MOLDAVIA. 

Weak states which are situated on the frontiers of, or are 
tributary to large empires, ^aTe generally tjte theatres of those 
wars which their powerful neighbours wage against each 
other, and experience all tile horrois of warfare, without 
hope of aggrandizement ch* indemnity. The coadition of 
CAMPENHAVSEN.j A 



gog CAMTEN^IAUSEN S TRAVELS, 

^uch states is still more lanjciitnble, if they contain for- 
tresses, or other lotai peculiarities uhich arc* of iiitportanoe 
in a military point of view, if, on the contrarv; they con- 
tain nothing but open uofortilicti towns, am! have no clefiles 
or passes wl)ic!i can lx.* easily deienhed, in^ hostile armies^ 
alternately victorious and van(|i{!',i]cd, pass tii.ough ihcm, 
with the de\a45tating violence, but also With the rapidity of 
a torrent. 

Such has been for ages the condiiani of Wallachia and 
Moldavia., countries in which tiu* half extinguished flames 
of war seem ready to burst forth with encrcased viru- 

lence, and in whioh the systematic vobheiy of a des|)(nic 
govornivienl succeeds to tiie atrocities ol a lawless soldicrv. 
It will, perhaps, na\ be nniul(*resting at the present ino- 
nienr, to examine the moral and physical pt'cu Parities of 
these countries and to infer froin tocnce the pdliiical 
changes whifdi uhey are cafiablc of undc rgoliju: ; but unfor- 
tunately such a rcscaia h will not engendt i a single canso- 
Jatory leflection in tl)e mind of tlie bcm volcnl jeader. 

The Waliachians and Moldavians were i'onnerly com- 
prised lUidcr the general name of Dacian •, who were cele- 
brated in antiquity for their warlike spirit. 

Unacquainted W'ith luxury, and inuia^d by their mode of 
life to abstinence and la.tigue, tljcy p(»;*sessc'd every qindity 
which is iiecei;s*.uy to the mijitary lift; ; and their null v'e 
valour, was fostered hy a seniinieut of religion, for they 
b-dieved that tin* heroes who di« d in the held ol’ baltit; u(*r"e 
received in a world of bliss by Zaniolxis, who, from iiaviuf^ 
been their IcgislaTpr, had become lluur god. r ^ ^ 

It has not been asceriaincd whellier the Dacians were in- 
digenous, or \jibetbcr tiny jiad emign\t( d liom some distant 
country; nor is it known to what degrre oi* civi!izaiit)n 
they had attained. Several coins of Amynias and Philip, 
kings of Aiawdonia, have been fuinid ui \V aliuciiia and 
AIol<iavia, but no satisfactory iniVieiKC relative to tlieir 
commercial relations can be drawa from these iinceriaiu 
memorials. 

Tiberius was the first of. .<he Rr^njan emperors who at- 
tacked this nation, whicb m;,’.«t have been |)owcif'iil at that 
period, as according to Strabo; it armed aoO,OO0 combat- 
ants, whom ihe svvoid of liie Kouians reduced to the num- 
ber of 40,000. ; ^ ’ 

The Dacians pres'^rved their liberty so long .ns the nations 
«f Germany continued” to naake diversions in their, favour ; 
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fcut at the cleath of their kijig Decebalus, Wallachia and 
Moldavia siiftiriilted lo the yoke of tiir conqueror. 

The Unman emperors esiahlislicd colonies in those two 
countries^ as tlu ir population had been considerably dimi- 
nished by continued viarlare. Some iii'^torians assert, that 
these colonies wi^re composed of prostitutes and vagabonds 
of difrerent destuiptions : tins is by tio means I nprobable, 
and Uoint% aithoogli she was at timt tiim' iiiisircss of the 
world, could no» boast of a tnor'^^ idusn ioiis ori^^^in. 

"JV^jan roiistructed a stone bridi^c, o! more than five htm- 
dr(‘d falii un^i in lerielli, c-ver tlte Danube, in order lo unite 
Bulgaria with the bMiuat or Crajova. Adrian destroyed 
this Urid^^e to arrest flie [)rogress of the barbarians (probably 
Sclavonians) who cauu* from iSio^siti. '1 best* began ai>aia 
to make their appeal a*nee ni the lueirtl) century, and estab- 
lisliec^ the ceniK* of their power in Wallachia, Moidavia, and 
Bessal^abifi. Their numerous hordes adv^niotd v/ilb irre- 
sistible force, like waves which liie wind impels from north 
to south; and, duiiug several centuries, Adrianople, and 
even Constantinople, wck* e xposed to the incursions of the 
Moldavians and \\ allac liiau'^, united with the Sclavonians 
of Bulgaria, B\it these* inroads of bai baric vvlio had 
abandoned Asia to Inundate Kurope, liad theeri'e( t of the sea, 
which in deluging th(‘ coast (‘xposc'd to its encroachments, 
retires from ilie opposite bank. Tiie place which ro many 
warlike natio«s had left unoccupied, in abatidoning ilieir 
homes, was taken possession of by hmxles of adventurers, 
who liad come from a -more distant and more populous 
''fhe Tartars pursuing their v^igrant c ourse from 
desen to desert, appioaclied towards Europe, spread them- 
selves over the centre of Asia^ syid appeared gn tlie confines 
of Italy. Gengis Khan traced back his steps ; and two 
pwarms of Tartars invaeJed Hungary and ancient Dacia; the 
one in I23^t the other in 12S6 1'he iiiliabitants of WaK 
lachia and Moldavia, the latter of which was at that time 
known by the name of Cumania, took refuge with ihcix 
flocks in Hungary, to escape the dangers with which these 
insatiable and inexhjiiustible Jiordes continually threatened 
them- They pul themselvtiii under the protection the 
kings of that country, who at that period took the title of 
princes of Wallachia and Cumania. 

The incursions^ of the Tartars ceased jit length, under (he 
reign of Bela, and Louis the First, kings of llurigary. The 
Wallachian nation, which had tal«?n refuge in Transylva-* 
pia, returned to its native country under the guidance o| 

X* Si 
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the chiefs Rudolph nnd Bogdim, who were #st.inguislied hy 
the Sclavonian liile Waiuod. Rudolph^ sirnamed the Black, 
established hitnseli’iu the tract of country which is situated 
between the rivers Aluth and Siret, and this country is 
Waliachia, properly so called, lie and his successors re- 
built the cities ot‘ Cam pollings^ Curli d’Argis, Targouitz, and 
Bucharest, which aiiervvards became, at different epochs, 
the i’csidence of the Waiwods. 

Rudolph was probaldy a descendant of the Sdivonian 
princes who reigned in Servia, as his nephew, Dan Bessa- 
raha, succeeded him on (ne throne of VVallachia whthoul 
opposition, and lefr it to his posterity. 

The names of those princes prove rhcia Jo have been of 
Sclavonian origin : Sclavonian janguage was made use 

of in all the public acts, in the inscriptions, and in the 
liturgy of VVallachia. The Boyards, a W<»id which (*cu res- 
ponds to our ^.vor^l Knight, constituu d ilic nobility of tlui 
country, and probably descended from Sclavothans, the 
last conquerors of the country. 

The remainder of the Wallachians, that is, the subjects, 
were probably descendants either of the Romans, or of the 
ancient Dacians. 

Bogdan, the otlier chief of the emigrant Wallachians, pas- 
sed from Transylvania into Cuinunia, which at this time 
took the name of Moldavia, tVotri the name ofa river which 
passes through it; or Bogdeinia, from the name of its chief, 
which name the Turks give it to tjiis day. The cities of 
Sorocca, Romanoff', and Jassi, were bttiltby Bogdan. Un- 
til that period, W'allachia and Moldavia enjoyed;^ ijnc[,erjheK 
hereditary princes/ a uniform legislation and civil institu- 
tions, which were calculated ip ensure the liberty of the 
subject. * . ^ 

My object is not to give a chronological list, or histori- 
cal account, of the sovereigns who reigned in those coun» 
tries, but to fix the epoch w hen the fallacious policy or am- 
bition of some of the Boyards involved them in slavery and 
misfortune. 

It was in the year 1626, that Lewis the Second lost his 
life at the battle of Mohatz, which w^as* gained by the Turks. 
The throne of IJungary was at that period vacant, and the 
country too much occupied by its intestine divisions, to be 
able to take an active purtin the<iffairs of tfie neighbouring 
states. ' 

The inflognce of Hm,>gary and Poland in Wallachia and 
Moldavia, l^d ;given umbrage tj> the Boyards, who deter- 
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mined to avail •themselves ot‘ the opportunity which pre- 
?:eiUed itself tf> assert tijclr indcpendaiice, and their ambi- 
tion completed that which the uurulim sii and inconstancy 
of their character liad hej^uu. 

Thev opposed the execution of the will of Niagul 
Bessaraha, who had lett iils throne to his infant son Theo- 
dosiusx Ihe inheritance of the regal dignity disputed 
bv numerous pretendi rs,* and some Boyards, wlio were as 
anihilious^ but less powerful, than their competitors, soli- 
cited the aid of tlie Turks; hut, instead of obtaining useful 
friends, they gave theiiis(’Ives imperious and unrelenting 
inastfi's. 

The Port(* left tlie W^aHachinns and Moldavians in pos- 
session of no other privilege hut that ^>f electing tlieir sove- 
reigns, and even llic •right ol* exercising this i'unction was 
but oiShort (lurr.tidn ; tlie Wallachirms lost it in J714, when 
Constantine Hraneovani was beheaded aUCo#islantinople. 
The Ivloldavians lost it in I7il> the epoch of the revolt of 
prince Caiuirnir, and ot' his flight into Russia. Jt is at this 
period that the dynasty of the Greek princes commences. 

IS’icohiy iMaurocordato, the son of iMexander, who was 
plcnipoleiuiary oi the Porte at llu‘ peace of Carlovitz*, was 
liie first Cireek who reigned in Wallachia. 

I'iie throne which was thus become the patrimony of the 
Greeks of the I'aual, and which was at once the vev.'avd of 
their intrigues, and the punishment of their ambition and 
perfidy, was held out for sale at the Seraglio, almost from 
year to year, and was given to the highest bidder. 

• yow take a cliorographical view of Wallachia and 

Moldavia, in order to obtain a correct itiea of the object of 
the cupidity of the Russians;^ a/id of the soHcitnde of the 
Turks. We sliall afiervvards speak of the inhabitants, who, 
w hatever may be the rc*sult of the contest, will inevitably 
experience all the calamities of a conquered wation. 

'J'he Krapacka, which are a continuation of a chain of the 
Alps, trawrse Bulgaria on one side, and alter uniting them- 
selves with IMonnt Hcemus, which is called Balkam by the 
Turks, lose themselves lu the JBlack Sea ; on the other side, 
they separate Moldavia and .\Vallachia from Transylvania, 
stretch out throijgh the cerKre of Poland, and extend as far 
tv - the coast of the Baltic Sea. 

Their summits are covcfed with snow, and they contain 
rich mines of iron and goftl; but the ignorance of the princes, 
and of the nation in general, or the fear of exciting the 
cupidity of the Turks, hu| hitherto prevented the exploja- 
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tion of them. Veins of ihe most beautiful uiarblcs, and in- 
tinne varieties ot caicarious spar, of opales, Stc. &.c. are , to 
be Ibund :n every ])art of them ; and craters of extinct vol- 
canos, <ind niinerai substances svlticli have evidently under- 
gone thv? uciion of lire, are to be met with in every dirco 
lion, 

Tlie passage whicli leads from Wallachia intoTransylvnnia, 
is railed the Vtdeano ; ii is» the itjosi frequciued of all t!ie 
loads in ibis counn v, but it r-arj only l*e travelled on hoise- 
back. T^Tiejitb. u iiicb rich dc/wn the snovv-covoi (>d moun- 
and bu;.;c nias.'^e^ of rock, wiiii n are snsp^-.-nded 
iVig’.oful preeipicc'^, iorm iLie nan''fa' nniiisof thr two coun- 
tries ; and ibt' wowden ^•^o-^^es oi* aiiacldia, and imperial 
eagle of Austria, aie t^ie cjniy r/n;MUs uliich tt ..edfy tiie em- 
pire of man over ihc s^ns'nap'en c Loco.sr idoai ioliy bUm- 
liiits oi’ ih< sc 5. uiintaicb ilic -/u w < .\<cmf!s an im^.'nense 
plain, v^ ii chr is j,iurrsj)t r>ccl with foriiso, aj.d inuusecled by 
rapid rivers. I^uincrous il(;cks, v.I.icb come down from 
ibe mountains to seek for siicit'-r Irom tlie cold, on the 
banks of tlie D.iiiube, bror</c, c>n lia' scanty hcioage, 
which is, in manv p'.acc'^, co\e}xd uilti siawv, are driven 
by the sbc’phcrds round biac'ks of dry todder, whicdi has 
been collected in .summer. Idic-c sliepnerds wear a 
jacket and pantaloons of a kind of white woollen 
sluir, over 'wliicli tbey ihrow an enure sheep's skin ; they 
cover their heads with a bminet of lamb’s skin, and in this 
dress, which gives them mure tlie a[»pe'jrance of bea^ts^ 
standing on I eir hind legs, than of men, they continu- 
ally drive tlicir docks round the sla< Its of foddei;, tojr>'*i?*.»"Oin 
them from being benumbed l>y the cold, and beat the 
snow from their bimks wiiii, long poles, tf» proveiit it from 
iinaliy crushing them und<r its weight. Siudt is the spec- 
tacle whici) Wullachia and Moidavm p'resC'Uls iVoin the CiOlli 
of December to the i20tb of February ; during which space 
of time the tijcnnomcter Irequcntly dcseenda to iilty degrees 
below the freezing point. 

Bin as soon as the snow disappears, rich meadows and 
immense forests, with tlie nipsi luxuriant foliage, present 
themselves Un the view. 

The suiumils of the mountains are covered with variona 
kinds of ; aiul poplar, white mwlbcnies, beech, eirn, 
ash, and ilak trees, jxvow on iheiv tides, and in the vallies 
on the banks nf the livers. 

The cherrjg apple, vurd pear trees, are covered wdth 
blossoms ; Nature yields her stoi^^s with a prodigal hand, 
but llte \Valla(»hiairdoes not profit by her bounty, for he ri; 
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a slave, and can only fnul siilVty in obscurity. Whilst ]Sla- 
Trti^. displays all her char^ns to e^xcite the admiration of man, 
and coinpensaic hi/n for Ins toils, ihe Wallachiaii oonro};! Is 
liiinsclf, and the little vvi)i{‘h he possess(‘s, under c^roniid, 
lest he should fall a vietini to the rr:j)aeiiy o!' the 'i\irksr 
Tliere are no fa.rin-h.ouj'cs whieli enve an idea oi opulence 
or comrv)rt 5 or present the wearied traveilcn- vviih tlie hope 
of a h.ospilabie re<’rption. 

With the exceplu)!! of a few depopuia? ride's and iiu- 
scrable villages, the oidy hal.-italions <r/ui,:';n are suhicrrane- 
ous huts, sitaated as do!. ‘tit as pObSihic iVoin llie high 
road. 

The principal ns^rh’uitural products arc wlteat, barley, 
Indian wheat, peas, vc tehes, and bt Jn.s. Cueiimbcrs, me- 
lons, water melons, And asparagus grows sponbincous! v. 
The asparagus, whi^h grows in the islands of the Danube, 
remarkable for the dcheaey of its flavour. 'i'hc^Liliuin eori- 
valliuin, the earliesi flower of spring, may Int seen here in 
all its beauty, and roses arc in great abujujance, hut they 
are simple and without smell. At every step the traveller 
contemplates vviili admiration the beauty and abundance of 
nature, but also at every step he lias reasons to ac ciise the 
indolencb and injustice of man. The hills are covered 
with vines, and the wine wliich they produce is of an excel- 
lent quality, particularly that of Adobesti in Moida.vi ,, and 
of Sacrovuiia and Rimnick in Wallachi"!. I'be art of niakr- 
ing wine is not better understood in thv;se two principalities 
than the other necessary arts of life. Jdic hr>A. grow tii are 
e!S^p<MVts4j toJTransrylvania, Poland, and K^us^ia. 

The traveller frequently sees several imgc trees standing 
together, which have been bollowed out by the hriiul of 
man; these are the celebrated liives of \Vaihi( lii«i, which 
furnish immense quamitics of honey, and aKo that peculiar 
kind of wax which is so much esteemed rijoughout all 
Europe. The bees swarm fifteen times, and would iiuiltiply 
infirutely if they were better taken care oi’, and if the pea- 
sants had not the absurd and barbarous custom of killing 
them to get at the and honey. A spectacle of a diffe- 
rent kind, the noblest and mo,st beuutilVd which can present 
itself, is that of a Moldavinw pasture .’»ound. 

The Moldavian h *rscs are much esiecujcd, and are gene-^ 
rally either black or bay.^ The stalliotis^ vvluch are in pos- 
session of a colony of Arnienians v\ho are csi ablisiied ni thia 
country, are the most esteemed. Senne Boyaids liave frmu 
a*^hundr^ to two huntUe4iR^arcii, The horses are kept out 



88 


OMTENHArSEN’s tUAVEtS^ 


in the open air the whole year; in summer they are driven 
to tiie pasture grounds^ and in the snowy season they feed 
on dry fodder, which is heaped up in stacks; ten mures are 
generally given to a stallion, who never’ quits ihcni, and de- 
fends them against the beasts ot the forest- It frequently 
happens in winter that the studs are sd^attered about in dif- 
ferent directions in quest of food. Suddenly one of the 
stallions neighs, aiid the others iinmediately answer; the 
inares and idals hasten to the spot from which the first 
neighing issued. The miyes form a circle with their heads 
turned inwards, in the midst of wliich the foals stand. The 
stallions gallop round the circle neighing and snorting with 
tail and mane erect; the cause of the alarm was perhaps a 
wolf, which generally retires as soon as he perceives that the 
horses are pro[)ared to receive him, hut sometimes has the 
hardihood to attack them.. 

The mountaiix. are inhabited by a race of men of robust 
make and healtliy completion. I'lu y are not deficient' 
eithes in strength or courage; they are passionately fondof 
the chace, and atuick the most ferocious bears of the 
Krapacks with intrepidity : these mountains abound in bears, 
wild boars, stags, and shamoy:>* The woods are filled with 
roebucks, stags, and luires. I'lie whole country is ravaged 
by wolves. Black game, moor game, partridges, pheasants, 
and quails arc to be met with in great, abundance. In the 
heginningof spring, the stork returns vvulf the swallows, 
and builds his nest in the crevices of rurn^, ot returns to the 
nest which lie hud built tbe , preceding year. . They are 
never molested by ^the inhabitants, w ho have a 
veneration for them, and con.rider them birds of good omen. 
The woods of^Wallacbta seerti to be the native country of 
the nightingales. ’ ; 

No plcasuie can be mpie captiyftiing to an uncorriipted 
tnind, than that which is cieated by tlie aspect of the ro- 
mantic \aHies which are watered by the t/unube. the 
traveller, who is sensible the beauties of nature, wander 
fonh at the hour of midnight, -when the pale light of the 
moon gives in^^sed majesty to the tufted groves, whose 
trembling folh^e seems lo wi?ye in unison with the melo- 
dious tones mghtingale; he will feel his mind ele-^ 

vated by of religious awe, and he will enjoy one 

of tliose i|||ply occi^rving intervals of bliss, which neither 
the varie^^easures of populous cities, nor the enjoyrn,e!:it of 
public o^&taiiunents, flur all the art of civilizjed iiiari can 
eoual. to this sweet and soli^am scene, the most ire* 
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^ttiendoiis and,fatal accUlents ensue*. At the mondient when 
ah ftbundiuit harvest is on the point of realr/iu;^ th'e herpes 
of the unfortunate \Valhichraii, a black cloud suddenly ob- 
scures the liorir^on, .and covers the golden Crops \viLh a veil* 
of calamity and devastation , 

. AVliy must the purest .sky, the most feriHe soil in a word 
the most highly ‘favoured countries of the e^arlh, be subject, 
by an unaccountable, but invaluable (;:*der'of i'rovidence, to 
peculiar disastcKs. India has .its deluges of* rain, tlic x^n- 
tilles lu^ve tlieir tempests, 'JHirl*r‘y- is devastated by lh6 
plague, and Moldavia atid.VVallachia by clo-uds of locust^, 
/i'hcy iriundale llicsc hcaiiiifL>l* pthyihVcs,' and* wlirn ouce 
they haveliiade their ap[)earance, thoy cottcinuefor several 
years devouring the pr^jducc of the earth, in regular, and as 
i£ tver^ systeuiatic.progression. ■ As soon as all is ct^nsumed 
they pass over the Krapacks, and recommence th’f ir ravages 
in Transylvania, whore whole regiments lite employed ‘by 
the government in dlspersln.g them, h 3 ;'liring cannon and 
Ughling firys in diiTcroiit directic^ns. Sometimes these 
clouds of locust? avail then^selves of a strong wind to rejiass 
trKe Danube, and return * into Asia ; but if tbe wind veer 
about during, their' course, th^e. inniunerable sboals clash 
against eacli other, they fall dead to the ground, and the 
coasts of the Black Sea are on these occasions covered with* 
them to the depth of several inches. 

immense cjujintities 6f black' cattle are bred on the pas- 
tures of Moldavia and Wallachia.' The vallies are watered 
bij ^ever al rive/'^ which empty themselves into the Dniester 
ana ''ini2*i>atiube. The names of -the frincipal of these 
rivers are, the Pruth and the Siret in Moldavia; the Argis, 
the Alulli, arid the Buses, ;in Wrfllaehia, * togetfier with the 
Ilibnik, whose wafers ar^ brack rsh ; tUc SalowaitKa and the 
Duuil)Owitza, the latter of which passes by the Bucharest, 
and is said*to pissess the virtue of the. fabulous Lotus,' that 
of »iaki»4g foreigners* forgct;their native country. Dum- 
bdwilaca,*' says an ancient Walladiian proverb, Ke who 
ha^ drank of thy delicious watefs cannot quit thy^baiiks.*’ 

I confess that tbe vvatt*r of the*Dumbpwiti;a did not produce 
that effect on me. These ^nlTnense masses^ of water, cause 
drmidful inundations, Which would be still more destriK tive, 
if the culture and popnlatiyii of the country vvene in propor- 
tion to tlie extent of territory and fertility of the soil. 
Southern vvinds generally prevail montl) ol June, aild 

briiiigmbund^nt rains ; ^nd it is singular that at this period^ . 
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it rains regularly at the same hour every clay, and after the 
rain has ceased, the sky becomes perfectly pure and serene' 

The same winds prevail also in the Archipclagus, and 
if-cpel the waves wliicli the Black Sea sends into the Medi- 
terranean by the Bosphorus. The rivers which 
thernseU^es into the first of these reservoirs, inundafe the 
whole of the flat country through which they pass, and 
|*orin immense lakes. 

Few countries furnish such abundant qnaiitilics of pit- 
coal, yellow amber, hiluf|ien, and nitre. It is this last sub- 
stance, with which the soil is too much impregnated, that 
occasions^ the excessive cold which is o.vperieneed in Mol- 
davia ; a second cause of this cold is the want of all slteltcr 
of mountains or forests on the side of Kussia ; nothing pro- 
tects it from the icy emanations whicdi it constantly receive.^ 
from the deserts in the north of Europe. 

The langirag« of Wallachia is a corrupted Latin. 

The principality of Wallachia, which extends from 
Fosciani to the Aliuh, and which comprises the Bannat of 
Crazova, is called, in the langtiage of the country, Jiara ru- 
|nane$ca, or Roman empire ; and the peasants are called 
Ru man or Romans, to distinguish, them Iroiii the noblemen 
or Coyards. The word Roman is become a term of con- 
tempt in Wallachia, as in Greece the word Romeos. Thus 
the degradation into which states fall, is extended even to 
their names. Aflpr having entered into these details, which 
relate to the country alone, I shall give some account of its 
present inhabilanis. o. 

The population of ^Vallachia and Moldayifu^ anKW/c^'to 
abPut a iiiillion, but tlie irregular manner in which the 
taxes ar^ levied, renders ith^difficuU to ascertain its amount 
with precision. The usual inodes of calculating the popu- 
lation of a country are wholly unkhowfi to the Turkish go- 
vernment, atid cannot be well applied to this country, as 
the mass of the nihabitant»* possess no landed property. 
The clergy are in possession of a third part of the land, 
end the remainder beloiJgs Jto the prince and Boyafds. The 
icapitnlion tax, is not so mucirileVied con the inhabitants se- 
parately as on the villages. *‘11 is supposed, foy ipstanccj^ 
|hat a certain village contains a'^hundred hearths, and in this 
piisp i| is sMb^ject to a tax of four hundred piasters. If the 
pnjiril>er o^ieHrths,be greater than that at which it has beeri 
fstimatedj the tax is easily collected without the interfer- 
fnee l^ptannik, or governor pf the district; the pear 

thesgpi tyhiefe each family is tp. pay, fall 



GfrAND market OF M0LI)AV1A. 


out aii)ongst,tbt'‘mselve?^ and generally terminate llieir de- 
iiherarions by a battle; the Poncalaho, v. ho fulfils (lit func- 
tion of curate, carries the money to the rccei\\*r general. 
But when g<jvenune’nt supposes a greater number of liearths 
in the village thaii it really contains^ the inhabitants make 
remonstrances, which are never paid any attention to, and 
t})eri emigrate in a body to S(‘nie adjoining country, or to 
villages which are in another district, and frequcniiy expe- 
rience the same oppression the following year. It will 
easily be perceived, that under s»ch an administration, sta- 
tistical knowledge must be in a very imperfect state. The 
Porto makes extraordinary demands from time to time, and 
on these occasionsj the prince levies #*n additional tax, from 
whicl) even the Boya|ds and con%'ents are not exempted, 
T he J^orte also deyves a considerable revenue from the mo- 
nopoly of different articles of commerce. 

Galacy, situated on the Danube, at the Extremity of the 
peninsula which is formed by the Pruth and the Siret, 
the only port of Moldavia. It is to this spot that the inha- 
bitants, according to a firman of the Ottoman ’Porte, are 
obligetl to bring their cattle and corn for sale*, .lustice is 
still more unknown in these purls, than in the celebrated 
fairs on the banks of the river, where the Russians and 
Chinese vie with each other in roguery, and where it is said 
that the latter acknowledge themselves to be vanquibhed Ri 
the art of cheating. At Galacy, the janissaries, and even 
Greeks, who dre provided ;with the formidable finnan, fix 
tl m pric es of the articles which they purchase, make use of 
fi^lse Ur^glifs and measures, and spare neither menaces nor 
ill treatment to obtain their purpose, and the unfortunate 
peasants are obliged to returir vfith whatever %uni of money 
the purchasers may bavp thought proper to give tliem, and 
consider themselves peculiarly fortunate if the^^ do not bring 
back the plague with them to their native homes. In gene- 
ral. there are few countries Tii which the situation of the 
peasant is much more calamitous.: The Hospoclar, whose 
protection he vainly hopes 'to purchase by the enormous 
taxes which he pays^is tieithdr'powerful enough to defend 
him against the subjectJ? of Jtlttj Porte, nor sufficiently gene- 
rous to protect him against the injustice of the Boyards. 
Oppressed and p1undere(4 by one and the other, and in 
daily dread of being robbed of his oxeif and instrumcriis of 
Kimbandry by the tax-gatherer, he Jias recourse to the per- 
fidious assistance of usurers, the interest of. his debts accu- 
mulate, he sells his sra^dftig crops for a few piasters, and 
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his ruin is speedily completed. At length he is obligee! to 
work for his unfeeling crediterrs, and the scanty sustenance 
with which they think proper to furnish .him is scarcely suf- 
ficient to proldng a miserable existence. None but the cri- 
minal, who is condemned to labour in the mines of Mexico 
or Dalecarlia, can envy the lot of the unfortunate Walla- 
chian ; for although his labours be unproductive, they at 
least do not deprive him of the ligirt of day.‘ 

The external ap]iear.u1cc -of the Wallachians, forms a 
singular contrast with thp state of degnuiaiion in whi(di 
they live. Their manly countenance:, the axe v^hi^h is 
pe^ded from their girdle, the sheepskin, which is thrown 
across the left shouhjer, and fastened on tiie breast, re- 
minds one of the old Roman attire; the buskins which they 
wear, all serve to give an idea tb:;t tlte Waiiaehiaus are a 
poor but vv ar like people, and one is indignant to tind so 
much weakness mid,' }>usillaniiiijty, under such a bold and 
dignified exterior. Jiui although the oppression, under ' 
wmich they have so long laboured, has degraded their cha- 
racter, it has not been capable of obliterating those exter- 
nal traces cd’ energy and independence with which nature 
has impressed them. * ; . 

Since tln se provinces have lost their independance, tltere 
have been many instances of Greeks without either birth or 
tftlent, being* raised by means of money or interest to ibe. 
rank of Ilospodar; but the same means frequently hurl 
them from their eltw^ation, and plufige them into.their (dr- 
nicr obscurity. Tins prosperity, sometimes does not last 
longer than, three four days; and it is 

that these ephemeral* sovereigns characterize their pre-. 
carious reignsfby alUhe insolcwdefwcl pride%f upsiart^ower. , 
The Boyards n{)proach the Hospodar with fear and trem- 
bling; the most distinguished of them are Varely admitted 
to the lioriouV of kissing bis hawdv 'fhe boldest o/.them' 

, ipake a sign of the cross wb^tt they admitted into* his. 
^presence ; implore the pi^t^eefipn of their tutolaiy sainf, and 
bend to the ground to or the bejEH of his gar- 

ment, lie is environed by nll^^thb episigns of sovereignty ; 
has’ pages, chamberlains, a guard df two hundred .^ba.uians 
orlServians, a kind of militia wKiclv^i^^xtrefri^ brave^.afKl 
magnificently dressed; ^ bandof Tuflfish music plays twice 
a day before his dcv)r, as is the 'enstbW in Gousttuuinpplcr 
before the (i.oor of the seraglio^ and of all thepidv%g^^ 
which ibeJId^odar* enjoys, it is io this that he atiacheC 
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tne gremesi importance, as it is the most flattering to hi^ 
vani.ty. 

But the pride of the Ilospodur is completely bumbled 
by the pixi>cnee of the meanest of^the Turkish officers, 
\\ henCver a person of this description arrives in Wallachia 
or Moldavia, which is jE)*equenily the case, he jaiys a visit to 
the prince to receive the custouiary presents, and always 
received with distinguished honours. A still greater humi- 
liation aw'aits the ^llospodar wdieii the arrival of a Pacha of 
three tails, sucli as the cpminaiidaijt of Choczim or Bender 
. is announced. The jn ince is obliged to go out to mefft him ; 
and a&soon as he perceives him at a distance, Ije dismounts 
from Ins horse, kisses the hem of hls'pellisse in the most re- 
spectful manner, and accoinpanies hiiTi on foot. Arrived at 
his own palace he darcS not take a seat until the f*ac!ui has 
i^fspe.ctTuily invited biiu to do sp. He willingly submits to 
these humiliations, for he kno\vs that the Vaciia may be- 
come Grand Vizir, and would then have abundant mcansbl 
revenging himself on any Hospodar wlio sliouhl have been 
.deficient in respect towards bhn. The Pachas frequently 
repeat these visits, as they are accompanied by magniiicertt 
presents, which the Hospodar never fails to offer^ nor iiis 
guests to Accept. But ttre ino.st fatal visits.vvhicli the |)rince 
receiyes, afe those of the Capidgi Bachi, who never eomes 
but to depose him, or to demand his head. During i Iglity 
years there have been sixty hospodars deposed in VV'alb ’hia 
and M^oldavia, and twentey-five beheaded, drowned, hanged, 
; assassinated, or/poisonjj^l, by pj^er uf flic Porte. 'I'he Cu- 
wiio,ure entrusted with ihes^ orders, vviiich are 
callqd firixiiins, execute them in wdiatever manner they can, 
as ihey are in danger of* being, anticipated those whom 
they are^ ordered to 'make* iiway with. In this inauui r pe- 
rished Gregory Gliicca;*but it is difiicnlt t > say wlieihei 
his conduct^ ow the inode which was taken tet punish him, 
were more infamous. 

• One of bis most intiniate friends, who was invested with 
the title of inspector of the fortress of Choezirn, was sent to 
Turn om this occasion 4 for it hn ibe custom of the Porte to 
give some ostensible character to the Capidgi's, who arc 
charged with these secref commissions* The friends of 
Ghicca at Cohstantittople had writteii to him^ to warn him 
of the hostile intentions i>fthe JDiyan, I4U could not specify 
the person who was to be chaiged with th.c execution of its 
pnrjpose*. As soon^as Ghicca heaiti of the arrival of h;$ 
friend^ vyho. pretended illness, he set out from his palace to 
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pay liim a visit, but received on the way a ktter from the 
Hospodar of Wallachia, warning him to be on his guard. 
He paid no attention to this friendly hint, and as if he were 
destined to aid the purposes of his enemies, i)e went, con- 
trary to cusioin^ uriarmed, and did not suffer the captain of 
his Albanian guard, who accomptiiiicd him on all occa- 
sions, arid who was remarkable for his courage and bodily 
strength, to enter along with him into the apartment of his 
sick friend. After the pretended invalid had conveised with 
him for some time writh^ aflected cordiality, he asked hi in 
for a pinch of snuff, but pretending not to like that which 
Ghicca offered him, he desired one of his servants to bring 
in some snuff of a different quality, which was in a box in 
anotlier room. The Turk soon returned and |)resented it 
^ Ghicca, and at the same time drew out a poignard, with 
which he stabbed him twice in the breast. Cdiicca, wl*o 
was strong MkV active, made effort to leap out of the 
window, but several Turks rushed into the room at this mo- 
jnent, and dispatched him. His head was cut ofi“, sent to 
Constantinople, and exposed, according to custom, for 
three days at the gate of the seraglio. His body was given 
to his family, and his property was seized by the Suhaii. 

After having spoken of the people and the princes, I shaU 
say a few words relative to the Boyards. A Greek monk, 
escaped from his convent, is chosen for their preceptor, 
when it is thought proper to give them one. Their educa- 
tion is confined to the study of the Greek, which is the only 
language spoken at court; .and the examples, which are. 
continually beforf. their eyes, in tlie pater tVul nransir^ff^r^m- 
plele this brilliant commencement. They pass their earliest 
years in the society of their fathet^s slaves, who are gipsies 
of both sexes, a destestablc race of beings, who indulge in 
every species of iibehipism from the earliest infancy. 

Even if thli young Boyards were endowed by nature with 
generous sentiiaents, they cpuld not fail to be corrupted by 
the exainf>les of vice, pi y^hich, are continually wit- 
nesses. The Boyard.^, pavticuiariy those, of Wallachia, are 
fond of dancing, of festive^^ports, und of the joys of the 
table. ♦. 

The women are as iinich addicted to gambling as the 
men, and this passion does not embellish them here more 
th^n it does countries. * The Boyards, like the an- 

cient Greeks," have i\ singular passion for news; but 1 liave 
iscen an account of the‘experjces of the prince of Moldavia, 
tbi' and tiiffereat Genman newspapers, which 
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amounted to three thousand three hundred aftd ninety 
piastres. The Boyards are sometimes animated by the 
most rancorous hatred for each other, but this is seldom of 
long duration. When any office of considerable trust or 
einolnmcnt becomes vacant, they exert all their eSbrts to 
supplant each other, the nearest relations do not visit each 
other so long as the crisis* lasts, but as soon as the employ- 
ment is disposed of they resume their former habits of in- 
timacy. This ambition is extremely natural, and the con- 
duct of the Bo 3 mrds on such occasions forms a very ho- 
nourable contrast with the hypocrisy and hereditary hatred, 
Vhich in more civiliz.ed countries, attest so long and in such 
a scandalous manner, that two men ha\fte aspired at the same 
honour. The luxury o/ the male and female Boyards is 
unbounded. Their .dresses consist of the richest Indian 
stuffs, siTawIs, sable furs, Both tlie one a^d the oilier 

present the mo^t brilliant iiidKels of Oriental*elegance. The 
women are dressed in the Turkish manner; their hair, which 
is cut siiort, and retains its natural colour, is covered bv' a 
piece of red or black stuff* folded in the, form of a turban, 
aJid adorned with garlaiuis of flowers; 1 have i.eeii many 
ivhich w'ere covered with diamonds. The graces of a woman 
who is dressed in the' Oriental manner, have a dinbrent 
character from those of European females, but are not ?css 
captivating. This co.stume render| their indolent languor 
peculiarly voluptuous; the Greek women are in generai cha- 
racterized by a tnelanchoW cast of countenance, whici) de- 
rives increased interest from the unequalled beauty and aiii- 
tnafiStl t^iMh^ir eyes, whose lustre is inodifted by their long 
black eye-lashes. When 1 was at Bucharest 1 paid a visit 
to a person of di.stinction, wliom I foujid sittiui^in the mid- 
dle of 4 large room, smqlving a pipe, the head of which 
reached the ground, and wnis placed on a silver ylate, w hich 
w as at tlie tiistance of about four feet from hiii^fe, he lield his 
|lipe with one hand, aifd witli tlie other he signed several 
papers which were presented to hitn. At the cud of the 
apartment eight or tjen Wallachiana lay in a reclining pos- 
ture, opposite to the same number of female Boyard.<. By 
degrees the room became fill^d*\vitli women dressed in the 
most splendid attire, who sat down with their legs turned 
undey them, and took up no ijiore room in this position, than 
a French or English female wmuld do in a*standitig posiure* 
They bf.at forward in such a manncr.tluit their heads, co- 
hered with flowers and precious stones, nearly touched, and 
fps^mbjed^o tpany lustres, ♦ForinerJy the men'W'cnt out to 
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the air on hor^ebadk 6»ly/but. at present German cba^ 
riots are in general yse^ and lire become a favourite object 
of luxury. During the greater pd;rt of the night these 
chariots drive with considerable rapidity through the -streets 
of Bucharest, which, have planks l 4 id across them as a sub* 
stitute for pavement.. 

Servants on fooK. like the Itatiarf voiante, precede tlie 
carriage, canying dambeaiisbf Naphtha, W'hich cohlinue to 
burn for several hours. Oiie is terrified and astonished to 
see these carriages drive’with rapidity over the planks which 
are frequently broken and rotten, and are" covered in winter 
•with snow, but it is very seldom that any disagreeable acci- 
dents occur, .Rotwitlvsianding the number of concealed or 
visible crevices. When I was at Jassy, 1 lodged in one of 
jhose splendid palaces, wliich the uoyards built] in the 
Oriental sti Je^nnd-^of which tmwarcls of ) jO tower mnjesti^ 
Cally over the other edifices ontlic metropolis of Moldavia. 
The roof, which is nearly flat; projects beyond tlic front 
of the building, and is supporled by cblunms, which form 
an agreeable perislyje oti the- ground and a balcony 
Or open saloon in front of the first storj^/V tiiis 

saloon is a hundred feet in- length, adorned in front by a 
tasty balhistrade, and is furnished with, |ophas, which arc 
covered with tlie richest stuffs, Turkish c&f"pcts/ cushions of 
gold ami silver cloth, The women who, inhabit these 
palaces are, in general, extremely beautiful, and are either 
descendants of the aiicieul: 'Greek families, or natives of 
Constantinople. ^ 

They sit on tb^ir heels, or recline in a langtiid ftiaSmer on 
their divans, with their j;feads' thrown cotisidciably back- 
ward. The men, who are permitted to visit them, arc always 
half reclined alongside of |hem., A light ‘sbort petticoat 
imperfectly*conccaIs their beauteous forms, and their head 
dresses resemble those of the htglicr order of females m 
Buohnre'st. I’he female Boyards have always'a chaplet of 
pearls, coial, lapis lazuliA.ot' agate irr their handsi which they 
make ubc of with at least as much grace as our ladies do of 
fans. 'Diey constniTiHy twine the Wads of these chaplets ia 
their finsreis, and are ^aid idiiAve Jttveated ajtmd of alpha- 
bet ca* them, by means of which they communicate their 
secrets, to their lovers and cQcifidants. But akhough it is 
fin ea\V mailer to* piomise a leinJeavoiis in tins manher, it 
IS extremely thflicultuo Carry U into execution, on account 
of the number of male and fiftbale slaves by which every 
womin of distinction is swrroufidcd, BaCh of these slaves 





htis a IThe a 

b¥ the men »laVes cbiftgfa ftfar pi^s> i^ 

^julavc presents Inm a sauceinsf^itfei' fe^pffeet of rOse5> a^owfer 
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cept every thing that Is offered on these occasions*' Tbfe 
troiiVetsation is seldom animated in these circles, for^thh 
precarionsness of life and fortith^ andi the Constant ^xpep^ 
tation of the arrival of some fatal ordef, Cither -from t^lae 
Divan of Constantinople, or from^the palaCCdf the HospV-* 
dar, occasions an invincible naclanchpiy* * ^ ^ , 

Fifty persons who dually meet at^ellc^fhers houses 
ed to be in constant dread of seein^l^jintal cord aTnv^ ; 
and one hearii every moment^ **^I|er^*p}y iathi*r was mii$-‘ 
tiiacred by the emissaries o#the Pofl^e : |>cfe Iby^sister w,aa 
strangled by order of the Hospodat* The yoting persons 
bf both who have occasion td^ entcf thj? apaitment of 
a Boyarff, leave their Mippers at tb^ f<kit ilie suifs. Jest 
they fcbbtiW Spoib the beautiful catpets^ hr sully tlie sanc- 
tuary in whiel^ weir masters apote; after having executed 
their comthisdion, they walk otil of the room backwards, 
put oti their $Kppert, and sit down Itl ^corher on theij* bceld. 
When thieV ar# 4ttzil:^ ffaev arC ca^lCa for bv a clanoihir of 
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tlire, in a room which was not well lighted, T have uctru 
tempted to believe that they: were a nuinber cf pelLsbcs that 
had been left on the sopha. 

I was once at a ball at Jass\''j at which T saw a number of 
Greek, Moldavian, Wallachian, unci Turkish dances exe- 
cuted ; they seemed all to have no other aim or object than 
tojnspiie voluptuoiis ideas. The music is simple, and even 
iiionotonous ; as to the Turkish dances, the allegories which 
they present arc by no means equivocal; they are little 
better than the pictures of Aretin put in action ; in fact it 
would be extraori-dinary "if the 1'urks had any delicacy in 
their fictions as they have so little in their enjoyments. 

Nothing can equal the number of palaces in Bucharest 
and Jassy, ifdr be nbt that of tlie churches and convents. 
All the princes and monied men kavc had ilie vanity to 
build palaces to peipctiiate their memory, and have itot for- 
gotten to adorp the walls wijjii their portraits, and with 
those of the different persons of iheir family. 

The people, in general, are of’ the Greek religion, and 
their piety degejierates into the grossest superstition. They 
believe in the existence of sorcerers, magic, witchcraft, &c. ; 
they believe that there are people who have the power of 
afflicting their enemies with sickness, or withering a tree 
by a single look ; this idea of the inriuenpeof a malevolent 
lobk, exists throughput the whole of the Levant. The 
Turks hang ostrich eggs on their kiosks, to divert the in- 
auspicious look, and the W^aliachiap^ hang a , clove of garlic 
about their children*^ necks for tiie sa^ne purpose. Credulity 
is in all parts of tlie’^world the child of ignorance ^ 
most lamentable silperstitionh^e, is that of the famous Vam- 
pires, so well known to jdop Calinet. Itis a productive mine, 
which the prTcsts wprk whh* considers industry; but I 
shall npt enter into the details of their conduct, out of re- 
spect for thCfcjreligion which they dishonour. The women 
of the lower classes of society have a melancholy -dejected 
air, and seem to regret that tljey are condemned to give 
birth to victims who are devioted to misfortune. The 
ing animated courjtenarides pf the children, f^ a singu- 
lar contrast with this gtood^y ^discontent. and undefined me- 
lancholy. Their parents ornament their heads with all 
the pieces, of money which they are possessed of, and this 
is the lease u why all the coins to b^met with in tliis coun- 
try have holes ia them. The yo^ung girls are extreincly 
animated, ajfe^assionately fona of dancing, and loye tip 
adorn with flowers* ^heir moihets watch 
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with nni emitted vigilance, for it would be jan everlasting 
blemish oil th^m, if their husbands, not finding tbein pos- 
sessed of proofs of their chastity on the bridal night, were 
to send them back to their families. 

When once they are married, neither the mothers nor 
the daughters seem to attach much importance to conjugal 
fidelity. 

A singular custom existed in this country some j^ears 
ago, even amongst the upper classes of society, which I un- 
derstand is genera) Sy regretted, although it is wholly abo- 
lished. On the bridal night, when riiodesty and lore inain- 
taiu a contest with each other, which generally terminates 
as agreeably to the vanquished as to the conqueror, the 
relations of the bride ran after the ^’oungCT brothers and 
nearest relations of thtf bridegroom, to avenge on them, as 
they said, the sufi’e Zings of the bride. 

At the end of the year the family assemldedito celebrate 
the anniversary of the marriage, and tire same ceremony 
Tccomniciiced ; but the relations of the husband were al- 
lowed to purchase an exemption from the threatened ven-*, 
geance, by a present of wine. 

The Wallachians, with the exception of those who inha- 
bit the mountains, are of a weak constitution, and seldom 
live to a very advanced age. Their wea}< ness may proba- 
bly arise from their mode of dwelling in subterraneous huts, s 
in order to be less exposed to the eye of plunder ; it may 
also be caused by the abuse of pleasures, to which they ad- 
dict themselves at an early age, and by the frequency of 
ve^i^r(£ah diseases, which they do not know how to treat. 
Tyranny renders them distrustful, and abject; the 

perfidy, injustice, and oppresjipn of w 
stantly the victims, render it nepessary for tneni to have 
recourse in their turn to«dissimu!ation find dishonesty; in a 
word they appear to be as much deserving *of pity as of 
blame. , ^ 

Jassy, the capital of Moldavia, is situated on an eminence 
which is surrounded by still bighef hills ; it is watered by 
the Bachlin, an insignificant, stream, whose waters are 
muddy, as the inhabitants liaye taken no pains to clean its 
bed, or to drain the marshes which surround the town; 
The wall round the town was built by the hospoclar Radub 
The 4;ity was taken by the Poles under the command of 
Sobiesky in the year 16 ^ 6 . Peter the Great got po^sessioh 
of it in 1711; the Austrian hii^zars,* under the command of 
the hosppdar Michael Ka|owiu;a, made themselves mastert 
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of it io 17 1 '7; field'inarsball Romanzow conquered it in 
4768; the Ai^ui^u general Spleny, io the spring of 1787 »■ 
^qd the Russian general count Sultikov, took possession of 
it in the autumn of the same year. The monastery of 
GoM{V> t»nd several of the principal buildings in the city, 
were destroyed by an earthquake in the year 17S8; and a 
dreadful file which broke out in 1733 consumed the newly 
built houses, together with a great part of the city. I my- 
sqlt felt n shock of an earthquake In the year 1790, which, 
threw down several chnnnies, aud occasioned openings in 
the earth ; which, in sotiie places, were between two and 
three feet wide. Jassy contains 6000 houses, fourteen pa- 
laces of the nobility, four convents, forty-three churches 
qqd chapels, and.about 15,300 iiih.vbitants. 

According to the surveys made by>-the Russians in 1790, 
the number of the inhabitants ainouoted'onl.y to 14,S63jbut 
^n after, eonsiderqble nq^beis who had ded to avoid the 
fury of tlm Turks, were encotpaged to reluin by the suc- 
cesses of the Russiups. 

There are three monasteries, Qalata, Rormosa, and 
Tschesackznil, and one convent, called .Sakof, on the south 
aide ol the city, und on the farther side of > the marshes. 
'I'be convent of the Hqly Trinity .jn thf cpy, is a large 

f othic building, which was founded in th« yoar l64d, hut is 
uilt in the style of the tbirieeuth eentury. The fioqt of it 
is built of large square stones, each pf phipb has a figure 
carved on it. It was formerly gilded on the outside; but 
she T.-itars heaped up a consldersble quantity of wood in the 
body of the churebs to melt <0 the gQld> and by thi&anfvns 
4^ budding sustai'ued a good deal of injury, 

'I'he relics of Stj Rqnnr^aia were kept here, and were 
lisually e?(po!sied tp ptddic view whew it was thought neces- 
sary to prHy fpor rain. The garmpots of St.John Cbrysosr 
fame is considered one of tl\e, mnst valuable treasures 
which are contained in the church. It is made of cloth, 
whose original colour is sp longer diseernihle, hut ip is 
^most covered with gploep croi^cs, resembhug those of the 
Greek polyqbrlsts^ AH thp treaties Oonciudad with the 
Torte were fj^erly kept he*;® i but Sohiesky burned them, 
and carnetl 'auay thp miraculous image of the Virgin 
Iftsfy* 

Tbe,IHi|^Mi of the pity are pawow and dirty, and are iq- 
fested*^ an imihense uapiber of insects, particularly tbp 
■peci<|!|r!|^ frog called Rapa Bufo; ip Russian, Jab; aod a 
wiMJwflible* Qryllp Talpa, m« biR ppiwBOM 
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insects in Moldavia; tarantula’s are rarely to be lael nsUlk 
heie; but whil’e spideis, flies, and gnats are very AbvordpplU 
and are larger here than in other cowntues. 

The dress of the wonjen of distiuetien in Moldavia pte-* 
semhles that which thf liussian princesses wore tWco huft? 
dred years ago. 

They wear on the back a long skin, which is of saWe, 
ermine, &c. according to t|ie riches of the person who 
wears it 

'X'he potwal or girdle is ornatncuted with large golden oe 
silver oioainents, and sometimes wdh precious stones. As 
it IS veiy hioad, it presses the breast vpwards, and the belly 
downwards, fo such a degree that the women all look as if 
they weie with child, 'inc Qrcek Call the Moldavians Cap 
de Bu,(Oa*I leads), and 'ate in their turn entitled by tliesc, 
javeuoi.s vultuies. ‘The hyrnick, with which the women 
eiad'cate the hairs from certain pans of tbt-ir'bodies, is 4 
rnisiuro of anripigment and lime. A favourite dish of the 
Moldavians, of which they are extremely proud, is called 
ftacema in Moldavian, and Bnrekky in Turkish; it is a 
kind of greaay cake, and is cried in die streets ol Jassy, by 
the name qt Calda Flacenta. As X am on this subject, 1 
shall apeak somewhat moie at large of the cookery of the 
Moldavians and of the Turks. A^ 1 heard whilst 1 was at 
Beiidei, tlwt a cook, wbo had formerly been in the service 
of the Sultan, had sot up a kind of tavern or eating hou.-e 
theie, and was celebrated for bis skill in the culinaiy art, I 
ynade o pgity, "With somd of my brother olB^oers, to pnitake 
ot ■» dirufjr dtessod and seived >h the TarWisb tnaonn., and 
as we determined to give him full scope for the esercise ef 
his tafonis, we gave utm & days.’ notice, and left to him to 
the price of the oatertainment. We repaiied to tlm 
tgveinot the appointed Ifoiir, seven in number, and were 
shewn into a private apartment, whose whole furniture con- 
sibied ot a divan made of clay, covered with red cloth. As 
soon as we had seated aurseiVfs In the Turkish manner, 
which we found very inconveuieat, qvr host entered, ac- 
COmpauted by olhes Turks, each of whom casiied-in bis 
hand a table about four inchee high ; the tables wcie sot 
before us on the grapnd, and we were served with smoked 
sausages, which were liighiy seasoned with gailick and 
Indian peppier; ehen epm^ first, a kind o& pudding, made 
td’rive, mutton Suet, safiTrOti, raisins,^ and currants; 2 d. a 
dried fowl, with soor sauce, highly peppered ; 3d. tlie cele- 
hfSikid piaw, dr plkre, which ia rice, with bushed mutton 
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and raisins; 4tlK fish stewed in rancid oil; ,3tl}. l‘Ven('If 
beans dressed with a considerable quantity oV pepper; fith, 
roast mutton, which was burned to rags. After we had par- 
taken of these different dishes, we were aske d if we wished 
for pastry, and on oiir answering in the affirmative, a fellow 
covered with filthy rags, entcicd with a basket, and laid a 
i,ind of pancake covered with cinnamon before tis, for which 
we were obliged to pay apart. The most singular pint of 
this entertainment was, that we weie offered neither wine, 
sherbet, nor any other liquor to diiuk, and on our enquiiing 
the cause, the Only answer whicli we received, was, Kvery 
one must live, such is the will of the proplicr/' In fuel, we 
afterwards les^rned, tJiat by the laws oflNukey, no pel son 
who keeps an eating nouse is allow €'d to sell w i les or other 
liquors; how<*ve/, persons who dine* or sup in houses or this 
description aie aliow^ed to send for whatever wiffes they 
think proper ; ^bui as w^ were not aware of this, we weic 
obliged to content ourselves with wMter, although there was 
an excellent wine-cellar in the neighboinhcod ; our dinner 
cost ns fourteen rubles, or npwairds of two guineas. The 
Turks, and particularly the Moldavians, aie extremely sober 
and moderate ; the latter make a hearty meal on a piece of 
bread .and head of garliek, or a couple of onions. The 
liquor which they usually drink is distilled from the hulls of 
grapes, and has a tolerably good flavour. In MoUlavia 
there tire always sg^uU called Kakony, served with 

the soup, « ’ ^ 

Their Alva dol^ is unripe walnuts, preserved in 

honey; they se«.m to have "'adopCw this fu m 4lfc-dv*ws. 
Armlber kind of preserve which is common lo the Moltla^ 
vians and Turks, that*^wdurh is made of dried grapes, 
meal, and sugar, kuesided into a paste, ahd made up into a 
cubic form ^ this is calledi Ktthav Locum in Turkish, and 
Katdolze in MolHavian^ (Both the Turks and Moldavians 
are fond of food that is fat, sweei, and highly peppered. 
Sherbet is made eitbiSif fruit or flowers, which are 

« lU into boiling syrup, 'Und kept until the whole becomes a 
boiid mass, it is then dissolved^ ig «water, and forms a very 
agreeable bevemge. 

There are ^i^ut 12,000 catholic families in Moldavia, 
tbirty^of whjw'dive in Jassy, and the surrounding country. 
Tbdy are v^tmst<he' inspection dof tbe superior of the mo- 
jiaslifry of jkhe Minorites in Jassy, who is himself subordi^ 
nate||^laeSNuncio in Vienna- He must also, in some cases*, 
cpnfi^jPwith the bishop resident in Nicopolis. When 'the 
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i« the v^ear 1786, persecuted ilie Jews, and put several 
hundicds of ilu^m to death, the Creek canon of the church 
of the Ascension in Jassy gave an exemplary proof of 
Christian charity, by concealing and providing food for a 
nimibcr of those devoted victims, at the risk of his own, life. 

The soil of Moldavia is impregnated with lime and salt- 
petre, which are unfavourable to vegetation. The Radix 
Tonnentiliic, and the Verbascum Thaspus, which grow iu 
such abundance in Bessarabia, are rarely to be met with 
here. All vegetable productions ^ve smaller , and weaker 
here than in Wallachia. In the latter land the Junit>eriis 
Sabina is very abundant, but in Moldavia it is only to be 
found in ilie gardens near Kukute. On the other hand, the 
Populus nigra grows in abundance lier,e, and is very rare in 
Wallacliia. Liquorice, In Moldavian Ridicine dolce, grows 
only on the frontiers* of the two principalities. The Bachlut 
is fifled with Scordium, which is to be fonod In no other 
part; and the Nasturtium aquaiicum grow only in one spot, 
whicli is a marsh, about the distance of twenty versts from 
Brah low. This plant, the Veronica beccabunga, and horse-» 
radish, ai^e the only antiscorbutics known here. I have not 
seen spoon wort grow any where but in gardens, although 
the markets are abundantly provided with iL 

The woods of Roman and Pocktschani are filled with the 
Orchis morio, from whose root the liquor i^alled Salep is 
made. The Moldavians grind thts' tpot into powder, and 
then pour boiling water, mixed with vvheiat meal, on it. As 
soon as it has attained the' necessary CphsisiepCc, it is strained 
IthrcrgKlipeiv then sweetened; ^Itb sngar^ and mixed with 
ginger, and is aftervv;irds ^ water distilled from 

the Centaurea benedicta. lti$ epnsidered a goodfsloinachic, 
and almost all the apothecaries ihUtissy sell Salep prepared 
in this manner. The CeutatiHrea hfenedicta grows in all the 
fields, and the Moldavian ladi^^ alwaya carry a*smali bottle 
of the water distilled trAua it. I! > ; v 

The mountains of Jassy apd;|fail^|*ych pr^^^ Im- 

peratoria ostfuthium^-aud the plains the 
of Jassy and Tschardaqk abound in the Orchis hi foHa, Ar- 
nica, (instead of which the ignorant physicians of Jassy make 
use of the Hyoserii^ miniina)/ Artemisia powtica, and Tri- 
ticum repeUs, which the physicians; make use of instead 
of S^apafilW* White and ^he Lasef|>{^ 

latifolittm grow oply in ihe hri^ deserts of Bessarabia^ hftt 
thc;red Gentian ana Centaury grd’«?<^ nlfundantly in the moi^t 
lands of Moldavia. The Gicnta virosa,, and also the com* 
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itiud, ttro m>*de usd of a? a reuie^ agaiirtt lBi« Vtaereat 
6ts0a9a> 'the Moltlavian^ are h)a«{ hfa a.illa*d made of til* 
jicailciix certtfblioda* and the Ranunciiltts fieai la. Thehoosesr 
ate covered, arith tlte Amaranthu'^ chudatUs, the 

CHe^^:K{>odiitDEi volvaiit; ^nd the Anthei icus ramosus. Ora 
the appititich of the ttussians to t 788 > the ’t'ufks destroyed 
all the gardens and greea honSes feiCTe ; tlie latter, which 
Itelotiged to the Hospodar aitd priftcipfel ftobtlitj, weie the 
liest in l£aro{>e> aod contained a great abundance of bvreet 
imd Sevitie orimgee> lemoOs, and lain el trees of an oiua* 
ordinary height aOd IbickoeHS. In the once celebiated gat* 
den of ptmee Oelean Cantacurehes, I fottiid nothing but a 
few half withfered fig-trees. The banks of the Sotschawa 
ere in some places povercd with birch trees, and in the 
neighbonrhood of l^tbschOtt there is ^an exiensne planta- 
tion of the Rioinhs. The cavities Ih the mountainsfoetwecn 


Jassy and Ro-^HtuSciitn, are filled whh Lythrnth Sahcaria, 

S id liySsopifiaita, and the fields in the ncighbonrhood of 
ischetmu are covered with Erysimath Atharia. 1 found 
the ^gopodiotn Poda||rai4a.id a|;yove near Qaletha, about 
twelve vet sts fimtn Jpssy. ^0 forests of MpIda^O consist 
chiefly of a stnalliipecies of oak„llnden, hazel, and 

elms. Pines, IhS, alldf iiirtmCS ArC Scarcely ever, to be met 
with here. botasist dtAO tuses si^t of the beautiful 
Salix Babyloniua, ottisdittihg thh froittifrs of Bessarabia. 

Beer of all hilidai »ki4 .^ttrliutiiarly -Cervus Uama, 
sTander through the Moldavia j and great sha- 

inuys, Capra ifi^p^a|ifi> W{|iis}daytatl Cs^rivatia di muntc, 
•re to be diet tnth »n the l^htaint. •• 

banks of the BacliW tMS so infeptcd with wolves 
that no fiovks can bt e« them. The kind of 

jackall, wbieb is imitefi C3Ai^|TO ih Bessaralna, is not to 
ise found in Mbldavrait. ^ f giwjtly wimble rtie African 

jacludl in fdna Add fts^heifiiw SCreamind. / 

The busta|d6 and Mpid^larks, hf traidb: { have already 
apoken^ tee te he {oe]iP|#f|h great abundaocef The Tatars 
%ave bfuagni %i!i dtMi the Crimea to thil 


where Ibp’IdeegM Ta|aie have ^Ided. 
an utoKwreservai B# and snsall tdousdoeaid 

that eg bf h daiker cdldul- 

vaatiee Sa afa* ^1!^^ Ifigeons peb very tPfe ifi 
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Moldavia, but wild pigeon^, wood-pigeons, turtle-doves, &c. 
are in great abundance. iVll kinds of hawks are to be 
foiirid here. Every shrub is filled with goldfinches, thistle- 
finches, and rcd-brcasts ; nightingales are rare, and bull- 
finches not to be met with. 

The Moldavian merchants frequent the fairs of Leipsic 
and Breslaw in Germany, and the difterent fairs of Poland 
and Russia, particularly that of -Neschin. 

Their trade consists principally of silk stuffs of Turkish 
nianii lac lure, embroidery, Morocco leather, wine, wax, 
honey, skins, fruit, particularly plliins, which arb of a very 
snperior quality, oxen, sheep, tallow, tobacco pipes, canvas, 
(in Middaviaii Tschetarc), and various U\y» made of 
Taxus baceata. Their wines are serft chiefly to Transyl- 
vania, Poland, and Ri:«sia ; that which is grown at Odo- 
bcehty much estei^med. 

Russia likewise consumes great part of excellent 

wormwood wine. Tim spnnn, which is somewhat, less them a 
barrel, costs about two shillings English. Prom ten to twelve 
thousand spanns are ex])orted every year to Russia, where it 
is called Monastirskoye viuo.’^ Tne wines which arc grown 
in the neighbourhood of Jassy are weak, and do not keep 
longer than a year.' The sale of tubes for tobacco-pipes is 
an important branch of commerce in Moldavia, and brings 
in about IfiOO pounds sterling annually. Immense droves 
of horned cattle are sent to Russia and Hungary. 1 have 
myself collected these details from the custom-house re- 
gisiers. 

• Moldavia and Wallachia lie between the 41 and 47 
degrees of latiuide, and the 44^ ai^d ?9° of longitude. 
The Sireth divides these two principalities from north-west 
to nortii-east. Moldavia is versts in and £44. 

in breadth. The J^ruth, which is. the Hyerasos of the an- 
cients, divides the principality of Moldavia int» two nearly 
equal parts, from north-west to south-east, and empties it- 
self into the Danube. The upper part of the country is 
called Sus, and lower part Sos;,and these two parts are 
divided into fifteen zenuths or, districts ; which, together 
with the Raya of KhoRn, corUain about 800,000 itthabi- 
lams. , • * ‘ 

The ecclesiastical government of this country oonsists of 
the metropolitan of Jassy, v^ho, together with the bishops 
of Husch and Rcemna constitutes the consistory, 
priest is obliged to pay four pieces, called Byr-lvrus, and 
^sixteen Parahs, or about eight shillingsand sixpence, yearly 
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to th« metropolitan church. This tribute is called Ar- 
gento di Divotiun,** In law suits the causes are plead- 
ed by the parties themselve!^, and are decided by the metro- 
politan. If the point [)e dubious, the six Greek books of 
the Armenopolus arc consulted. A tolerably accurate idea 
of the learning of the Moldavian priests may be formed 
from the fact, that they re baptised a Calvinist, believing 
him to be a heathen. During the last war, the bishop of 
Catharinoslav had several elementary hooks of tlie Normal 
schools in Russia, translated into Aloldavian, and distri- 
buted them amon'gst th« priests and public schools. The 
abovementioned woiks of the Armenopo1ii:» is merely 
an abridgment of the Laws of the Greek fanperors, and 
is sanctioned by the^.Divkn gis tiie legal code of Moldavia. 
The Divan was originally composed of twelve members, 
exclusive of the Hospodar, but lor some lilnc it has con- 
sisted only of five persons, viz. the Logofclh or clfanccHor, 
whose salary iS 1000 kas, or about twelve hundred pounds 
sterling a year; the Flettman of Kischenaw or court-mar- 
shall, who receives about three hundred and sixty pounds 
sterling a year ; the Dwornick di Sus and the Dvvornick di 
Sos, or governors of Upper and Lower Moldavia, each of 
whom receive about three hundred and twelve pounds ster- 
ling anniudly. 

The climate of Moldavia, with the exception of that of 
Jassy, is mild and healthy. Several persons assured me 
that the diseases here are nearly the same as those which 
prevail at Venice. Bilious and inflammatory fevers are 
the principal diseases in spring. Terfum agm s prevail froip 
July to Scptemlxtr; and bilious fever and in4!ananration of 
the breast are very fatal in autumn. Peruvian bark, provided 
it be precetfied by a strong emetic, is found to be of consider- 
able service here; but if the emetic be omitted, bark only 
serves to render the disease moreVirulent. The exhalations 
from the marshes round Jassy, and the high mountains, which 
impede the free current of air, arc the principal causes of tlie 
unhealthiness of that city. Thunder storms are truly dread- 
ful here. The west wiifd, which blows with considerable 
violence, is always acconijtanied by heavy rain. Reauniiir’s 
thermometer frequently to twenty-five, and sometimes 
to twenty-eight degrees in the month of May. Cherries 
are already ripe in this month ; and apricots, peaches, 
rpclpns, pears, a«nd apples lipcu towards the. latter end of 
vune or beginning of July.* 
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The Moldayian Greeks and the Turks expose their uten-? 
ails ‘and cioaths in the open air, on Si John’s day, in order 
that they may be wetted with the dew of this day. They 
consider this to be an infallible preventative against the 
plague, Tl)ose who wish to have fartljcr information re- 
lative to the siij) posed or real efficacy of this dew, may con- 
sult the works of Savary, Timoni, and Prosper Alhinus. 

Prieaut, in ids woik entitled, Etat present dc I’Einpire 
Turc,” page J 13, gives as a fake staieniem of the revenueg 
of Moldavia, as lie does of tlie I’iibiite which tliis province 
pays to the Turks, although he pit lends lo have derived Ins 
information Iroin a VVoywode. 1 had long been in pos- 
session of the archives of the Hosj^odars, and shall here 
insert the most important statistical and liistorical de- 
tails which 1 have ,c(>flecled from them. 1 sliall at present 
merely present the reader witli an abridged iiisiory of the 
liospodars of Moldavia, as f purpose puWishing at some 
fuiiiie day, a iniiitaiy and historical work relative to the 
pjincipality oi 'Moldavia, in which 1 sliall treat this subject 
more at large. 

Moldavia pays yearly, reckoning the purse at fifty pounds 
sterling: 

JL . f - tL 

I. To the Sultan, ICO purses — C,000 0 O 

C. Wax, 10,000 Okas, or 30,000 pounds. weight, 

is paid-in money — — 833 7 0 

3. Honey, 10,000 Ok\as — — l,G6f> 14 O 

4. Five Okas of glove leather — 83 O O 

3. Si.t htindred pieces of canvas to cl^nith the . 

gallcj^ slaves — — C,000 O O 

0. M'ax for the arsenal • • — _ 131 17 O 

7. I'al low for tlie arsenal, fiOO quintals OOCi 7 O 

8. To tlie Grand Vizier, 15 purses — * 750 O 0 

<). To the same, for a fur cloak — * 333 7 O 

10. 'Po the Keaja, or principal steward of the 

Sidtan, two purses and half ** 1C5 0 O 

I I , ^JV) the Dcfterdar, or treasurer of the Sul- 
tan, five purses * — — • C50 0 0 

• 

riiis is the established tribute which Moldavia is obliged 
to furnish : however, various pretences are imagined to en- 
crease it ; for instance, JVlauro Cordatov who was only two 
niontl)s Hospodar, was- obliged to send 400 pursed 
Sultan, .exclusive of the presents vvhich he made the minis- 
ters. The city pf Jassytis obliged to send ten purser to 
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the Porte, and to the Cimn of the Tatars, besides the tj^the 
of all the sheep which belong to its inhabitants. Tiie Hos- 
podar receives the duties to which wine and salt are subject, 
besides the tytlies of all swine and bees. Ilis revenues 
ought not to amount to more than about 80,333 pounds 
sterling; however, he contrives by various acts of oppres- 
sion and injustice, to raise them to 175,000 putiuds, of 
whir l), it is true, he is obliged to send a considerable part 
to Constnniinopic, if he wish to reign ibr any length of 
time. The following are^the presents which he is obliged 
to make every three years : 

£. j. d, 

1. To the Sultan on New Year’s day, 150 

purses — — 7,500 0 0 

12. To the Sultana Valide, or ^ultaifs mother, 

SO purses — — ' 4,000*" 0 0 

3. To the oalled friend or favourite of the 

Sultan, 10 purses — — 600 0 O 

4. To the Kislar Aga, or chief of the Eunuchs 600 O O 


12,600 0 0 

The presents which are made to the Mufti, the Kaimachan, 
^nd other Pachas are not comprized in the above list, as 
their amount is arbitrary* 

Since the revolt of the Hospodar Mathias, Wallachia is 
obliged to pay 7,500/. more than it formerly did. 

There is no country in Europe in which there are so 
many Gipsies as in^Moldavia. I’hey first eslabHshed them- 
selves here in the reign of the Hospodar Alexander the first, 
which was tojf'ards the endof^tbe fourteenth century. 

There are various opinions respecting their origin. A 
Russian author maintains that they \vere brought from India 
by the Tatars, and that they originally belonged to the 
east of Sudery. Their dialect has some resemblance with 
the language of the Hindoos^ for instance. 


(jfipsry dialect. 

Indian. 

English. 

Ek. 

Ek. 

One. 

Dui. 

X)u. 

Two. 

Trin. 

Tin. 

Three. 

Pansch, 

Pansch 

Five* 

Tschore. 

#»Tscho. 

Six. 

.SfRT* 

Efta. 

Seven 

Pes. , 

Dos. 

Ten. 

Beree.:/ 

Burge. 

Year. 


Def, 

pay. 
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Gipsey dialect. , Indian. English. 

Haiti. • Rate. ISight, 

Schero. Scher. Head. 

Aok. Auk 

Kan. Kaoun. Ear. 

JNack. Nack. ISiose, 

Muje. Mu. Month. 

Daiit. Dant. 'i'ooth. 

Tschib. Gib. Tongue. 

Yasrue. Asrue. Fire. 

The substantives in the Hindoo and Moldavian Gipsy 
languages are divided into two genders. Those wliich end 
in 1 are feminine, and all the oLhers,^without exception, iii 
both languages, ai e of the masculine gender. 

Polgiir is the god ot* marriage of the Hindoos, and most 
of the male gipsies* in Moldavia are called Polgar. The 
Turks call this class of people Tschingaiie ^ and according 
to Tlievenot there is still a people at the mouili ol‘ the Indus, 
which bears this name. According to the testimony of all 
travellers, the Suderisof llindostan carry about with them, 
their implements as smiths ; the gipsies of Moldavia have 
the same custom. Superstition and a propensity to fortune- 
telling are common to both those people. 

The gipsies of Moldavia are looked upon with contempt, 
and are treated with the greatest severity. Their usual food 
consists of a small portion of manjaliga and salt fish, half 
rotten, or thrown into the street as unfit for use. Gover- 
ned with rags and barefoot, they wander about and sleep un- 
der luiserttbU' tents, mostly in the outsliirts of towns and 
villages. Such of them as commit the slightest crime are 
beaten on the soles oT the feet»udtil the loe-n'tfils drop off. 
Still the gipsies" do not emigrate from Moldavia, because 
they enjoy here the niisefable privilege of having the bells 
rung at their funerals. This is a privilege of*\viuelj they 
cannot be deprived under any pretext. They are the only 
blacksmiths, farriers coppersmiths, and horse dealers in Mol- 
davia, and they are divided into the four following casts: 

1. The Lingurary,* which •means spoon-makers; the 
greatest part of tl>is east lives Iii villages, and some few till 
the land. This is not the must numerous cast. 

2 . The Ursary, or musicians, have the exclusive privi- 
lege of performing on musical instrument:i% The gifWi&i^f 
this cast live, as Uie saying is, by their wits. 

3. The Lay esc h live in tents, as tliey are not allowed to 
dwell in houses. They pa;^ a trifling capitation-tax to the 
fTospodar. This cast is very numerous, and proi^ures it^ 
Jiyclihood by telling fortunes and by theft. 
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4. The Biirkasch is a horrible cast. The gipsies of this 
cast are the real Suderis of Indostan ; il>ey live in the 
woods in summer, and on dunghills in the villages in win- 
ter. Tiiey are not allowed to enter a liouse, at least to in- 
habit it; they arc de spised and even beaten by the other 
casts, and are not allowed to shew any resenlinent, or even 
to defend themselves. They live on roots, grass* and the 
flesli of animals that have died of diseases. It has even been 
asserted that they cat human flesh, and commit incest without 
scruple. They consist of About six hnndred families, and pay 
a capitation-tax to the Hospodar. Thty steal every thing 
which comes in their way, particularly children and horses, 
the latter of wliich tlrey disguise hy changing tiielr colour. 
It is not uncommon to meet a troofw of gipsies vvi L* lour or 
five hundred mares to sell; they have also mules of a^siiperior 
kind, wliiclntlipy sell for from eight to ten pounds each. The 
Tajesch are obliged to repair in spring to the banks of the 
Bessitza, to collect what little gold is iound in tlie sand of 
tliat river* and to present it to the Hospodar, who frequently 
demands more than has been found. The iJrsary are em- 
ployed at all public leasts and solemnities. A Moldavian 
ball is a curious spectacle. The ladies assemble in a large 
room after having left the pantoufles, vvhicli they wear over 
their boots or spatterdashes, at the door; they then take their 
seals on the divan which surrounds the ball-room ; the men 
sit smoaking in an adjoining, apartment. The Ursary, or 
musicians, always play the same air. As soon as the ladies 
have taken off their fur mantles, of which they frequently" 
wear three at a* time, they prepare themselves for the 
dance. Suddenly one qf them springs up, turns a little 
round, maPes some movements wah the hands and feet, 
and then vsqiiats down on her hfels. A second takes her 
place, andiperforms the same movements, and the ball 
continues in this manner until they are All squatted down 
on their heels; they then all spring up together, seize each 
other by the hands and dance round in a circle, after which 
each returns to her place. Jl^he men seldom dance. When 
we were quartered in Jassy, we were at considerable pains 
to give the Moldavians an idea of the Knglisli and French 
country-dances; the men did not shew the smallest capa- 
city or inclination to profit by* our lessons, but some of the 
particularly the princess Gbyka, did us honour by 
their aptness and address. The number of princes and no-* 
hility in Moldavia is greater than the land can w^ell main** 
tain, rnany of them are iu the greatest poverty. 
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I have collected the following historical details relative 
to Moldavia, from the archive of the hospodars, and manu- 
scripts in the convent of Golia in Jassy, 

DVagos or Dragusch, with the sirname or title Vates, or 
perhaps Veda, U'oywod, emigrated in IM? at the head of 
some nobles and their peasants, from the district of Mara- 
inonoch (Maramossy) in Hungary, established himself in 
Moldavia, and died in 1350, after a reign of two years. 
Sasso his son gave himself the title of Woywod, and died in 
J354. 

Lasko, son of the preceding, received into his principality 
the Bulgarians, wlio were banish^^d by Murad, and died in 
I 3 O 0 Moldavia paid a tribute to Hungary at this period, 
and Catholicism was the established religion of the country, 

Bogdan the First. The origin of 4:his prince is not pre- 
cisely ascertained. He styled himself prince, and as he 
intimately connected with the Vizier Soliman Lala 
Schachin, the Turks began at this period to tq/ce an interest 
in the affairs of Moldavia, and the above-mentioned Vizier 
received from Sultan Murad the title of governor of the 
European provinces. Bogdan died in I36(i. 

Peter the First was a libertine, and died in 157 £, and was 
succeeded by his brother. 

Jloinan the First, who conquered the lower part of Bessa- 
rabia, and gave it to his son Alexander, who rebelled against 
him. Koinan received the Jews who were banished from 
Hungary, and died in 1381. 

Alexander the First styled himself sovereign prince of 
Moldavia, and of the countries which extend to the sea, as 
may be seen by the so called golden bull, which is depo- 
sited iulbe monastery of Pimbrat. Hi? gave permission to 
the gipsies to establish themselves in Moldavia, and died in 
1388. It was at this period that the W allflchian prince 
MirlscliA submitted to the Turkish yoke. 

Stephen the iMrst reigned but a short tim^ and left two 
sons, the youngest of whom ; 

Peter the Second, being beloved by the Moldavians, and 
aided by the^ Hunghrians, succeeded in* dethroning his 
biY)iher, who called in the Pojes to his aid, but was defeated. 
I'be brothers at length came to a reconciliation, and as the 
Turks menaced Moldavia,JPetcr consented to consider him- 
self as vassal to the kings of Poland, and to pay a yearly 
tribute. . 

Roman the Second refused to pay this tribute,«aiid^wa« 
defeated and taken prisoner by Jibe Poles. His brpttTtr 
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Switrigcllo, and liis uncle Stephen, the brother of Peter, 
disputed the throne, and the latter proving victorious, im- 
prisoned his adversary, and called himself 

Stephen the Second, and reigned two years; on hisdoam 
Jagello king of Poland restored Koin anJ<4 liberty, on con- 
dition of his paying him a tribute, was succeeded 

i>y his son 

Alexander the Second, who furnished the Poles with 
auxiliary troops to attack the Tcntonick knights. He soon 
after broke the treaty of alliance whieli he formed with the 
Poles, invaded Podolia ; was defeated and died in 14^3. He 
left tw^o sons by two wives. 

Elias the First expelled his brother Stephen, and drowned 
Ills stepmother. Stephen fled to the "rtuks, by whose aid 
lie detlironed Elias, w4io went to Nieponiolick, where the 
Polish diet w^as assembled. He pron\ised to hold Moldavia 
as a flef of Polc'VTid, and to pay a yearly tribute f but as 
Stephen mack* Uie same ofler, and consented also to repair 
the damages w hich Alexander's invasion had occasioned in 
Podolia, Elias was obliged to conteni himself with an estate 
which w^as given him in i^oland ; but after having resided 
theirs for some thne, he became discontented and turbulent, 
and was imprisoned by order of the Polish government in 
the castle of Sirad. 

Stephen the Third framed a code of laws for the Mol- 
davians, and assisted the Poles in their wars against the 
Tatars. 

Elias, who escaped from bis confinement, bgdj recourse 
to the Hungarians, who enabled him to make head ali^ainst 
bis brother, and to force him to come to an agi> ement, by 
which he got possession of Moldavia and Sostchava, which 
Was «at tliat tigie the capital lef ,lhe principality ; and Stephen 
retained Bessarabia, Ackerman, and Kiiia. 

Elias, on ascending the throne of M oldavia for the second 
time, went lo«Leopol, where he acknowledged himself a 
vassal of Poland. As he was unable to raise tiic sum which 
be Imd. promised to furnish for the reparation td’ the da- 
mage^ occasioned by his father’s invasion in Podolia, he 
gave the district ofTschepin, and the towns Choiin,Tscheniu 
and Chmiia, as pledges for ihopayment of it. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son ^ 

Roman the Tliird ; but Peter, the son of Stephen, inhe- 
xiled t^Spirone of Ikssarabia. Peter, aided by John Hnn- 
niajJlH^l^^thronecl Homan, and reigned henceiorward over 
t& iwcr''' principalities. * Humiiades invaded 3jc^;.arabia, 
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shortly afterwafds, and haviiisj conquered it without;'^ dirU* 
culty lie advanced towards Moldavia, and demanded th.ir it 
sliould pay tribute to Hungary, Casitnir, king of Polat»d, 
hastened to the assistance of Peter, but demanded in re- 
quital that MoUavia should once more beconi.e a fief of 
Poland, and that Sigi^fiiu:^ duke of Lithuania should be 
delivered up to him. Peter promised every thing tha was 
demanded of him, but did not keep bis word, as t e H in- 
garians were obliged to quit Moldavia in oriler to attack 
the Turks. He died soon after, and wa^i sucet'e led by 
Bogdan the Second, who gave*himseli“ out to be ;he na^ 
tural son of Alexander the Second. The Poles, who had 
given an asylum to Maria, the widow of Elias invaded Mol- 
davia, but soon after made peace, by^which Bogdan bound 
himself to abdicate tht? throne in favour of prince Alexander 
us soon he attainfed his fifteenth year. Content with this 
promise, the.Poles retired from Moldavia ; huipBogd^n hav- 
ing assembled all his forces, attacked them with such iin-* 
petuosity, that they w ith diflSculty rcpuled him . In 145 1 , Cassi- 
mir, king of Poland, mediated a peace between Bogdan and 
Maria, for which he demanded that the former should pay a 
yearly tribute of 50, 000 ducats to Poland. Bogdan w^as assas- 
sinated soon after this event by aperson whogave himself out 
10 be the son of a Moldavian prince. ThiSimpostor prevailed 
on Maria and Alexander to espouse his cause, but was glad to 
escape with his life. At length the Poles enabled 
Alexander the Third to ascend the throne, it was dur- 
, ing his reign that the Turks conquered Constantinople. As 
he bad swiped some of the daughters of the principal nobi- 
lity, lie was assassinated by their indignant fathers, and was 
succeeded by his brother , • ^ 

Peter the Fourth, who renewed the oath of alles:iance to 
the Polish government ;^but on perceiving that Poland was 
likely to be engaged in a long i^ar with the Tcutonick 
knights, he sent deputies to the Turks, and ofFeied them a 
yearly tribute of £,000 ducat?, on condition that they would 

{ juarantee the Moldavians in the •possession of then privi- 
eges. This was the, origin of the Turkish influence in 
Moldavia* Peter was succeeded by bis son Vlad, wh > is 
not reckoned among the sovereigns of Moldavia, as he tuny 
reigned over a part of the province, and was taken [o.- 
soner by Mathias king of Hungary* Radul, the sun of 
Vlad, built the walls of Jasch or Jassy f Cut not 
to defend himself against the Hung^larians, he fled for sue 
campenhaus " 
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cour to the Tin U^ to whom he ceded Bessarabij^, Kiiia, 
aud Belgorod. 

iStephen the Fourth, sirnained tiie Gr( nt, withheld the 
proiuUed tribute tVotn the Turks, and rook Ibrcible posses* 
;0on of Kilia; but Bajazeih attacked atuJ deleated itiin at 
Tertechly on tlK? Siroih ; howxner he exacted no other in- 
demnity for the inj>uii offered to him, than the subini. sion 
of the Hospodar. Sieplion waged sut cessfui war against 
the Hungarians, and wrested from them Si iavonia Bnku- 
resta, Krajova,and Fokts^^bani ; he also defeated the Tarar^ 
in two general engagements, and took ttie.r ‘Chian Uadgi- 
Guirei prisoner. Bajazetii had appointeii BhiIuI the son of 
Vlad hospodar of Bessarabia; and he made an tirtempt, 
with the aid of the to make himself master of Mol- 

davia, but was Compleiely defeated 'in 1474, and lost hit* 
tnetropolis, his Wife and chihlrerr, and 'the iniftiaerrse trea- 
sures which herhad amftssi.ed. Stoj)hen nrftde a present of 
liOtJie Turkish colours to Mathias king of Hung ry, who httd 
the vanity to arrogate to himself the honoirr of this victory, 
and to style Srepben bis generftl, suuin tt suut'um ^geniiam 
ducem. 

The war with the Turks nawassurrred a serious aspects 
Moldavia w^as laid waste, and notwithstanding the brilliant 
victory which Stephen gained on the !Pruth, he would have 
been inevitably defeated ftr^d despoiled 'Of his iporfsessions, 
bad not the plague broken out in the Ttrrki^h army which 
bad landed cn the island of Firiusen (at present Beresan) 
and forced it to retreat. This is the first a?ppearanoe of the . 
plague in Europe.^ Stephen avafledbims^elf of**tWs oppor- 
tuniiy to augment his forces, and ifook the tlistrict of Putna 
from the Wgllachians, coiKHvercd Bcigotrod and the whote 
of Bessarabia, took dowm the arms of the diospod^ir of Bes- 
sarabia, and placed his own in tl'leir and raised a 

Moldavian ro’the drgnijy of palatine of that country. The 
title which he assumed on this oeousion was, Stephen, by 
the grace of God, reigning prince of tbe two Molduvias 
and Sos), of Sclftvonra, Sci via, Bes^ambifii &c. 8cc. a 
title which devolved to his sucocssoss, and which the 
public of Venice acknowledged, llie Turks invaded 
Bessarabia, in 1480, and look Klim and Belgorod, to wbicti 
latter gave the name of Akinnen. Stephen solicit?ed 
the jjMw f the who furnisiied hnn with three thou^ 

jkpiHr^fKtxdrary troops, which, however, were 'nk>t suffiefent 
to him to recover his losses. . 

period Casimir sent a^i army against 4fee Tatars*;, 
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under tb<' rommand of his third son John Albert; 
but as the Polish ^'eneral was a declared enemy of 
Stephen, he invaded Moldavia, and besieged the Hos- 
podar in his capital city Sostcbovva iii the Biickovvina^ 
Stephen not only sustained a long siege, but finally de- 
feated th-e besieging army, and thus freed Moldavia for 
ever from the hositie attacks ol Poland. Albrecht ooneJud- 
ed a treaty with his brothers Vladislaw duke of Boh-ernia, 
and Alexander duke of Lithuania, by which the contracting 
parties bound llicinselves to on loot an army suffi- 

cienrly numerous to enable them to divide the States of 
Stephen amongst them: hov.ever, die disunion of the 
brothers reiuim'ed their tnci'.surt s ahoriivo, and Albrecht was 
obliged to curu lude pcticc. Shortly alter this event Stephen 
died, admired by liis^en* mie^, and beloved and iarnehted by 
!ii.s Mibjerts. He was suCeeedi d by his son 

Bogdan the Third, who waged war agains'? tBe Poles, ou 
account of the king of i'clatt/i having in on insulting man- 
ner refused to give i)iin Ins sister Elizabeth in marriage. He 
conscrued at the same time, that Moldavia should become a 
fief t)f 1 in key, and bound himself to pay the Pone a yearly 
tribute of four thousand gold dollars, forty tn ares in foal, 
attd twenty trained falcons, lie invade^ Podol la io the 
xear 1509» but was forced to retreat with considerable loss, 
and to c(jnclade a treaty of alliance, offensive and defen-. 
sive, will) tlu‘ Poles, against his former allies the Turks. 

Stepiicn the Fifth reigned but a short time. During bis 
•reign a colony of Spanish Jews obtained a setllenicnt in 
Moldavian 'H’hescJews still retain the ^Jpanish language, 
and their books af*e written in Spanish with Hebrew cha- 
racters. • 

John Peter, called also Pietro Woyavoda, was ^lnsuc-^ 
ccssful in his yvars ugranst*the Poles. He was taken prisoner 
by the Hungarians, delivered up by them to the Turks, who 
banished him to Pera, and created bijs brother prince of 
Moldavia. 

Stephen ilie Sixth was af’sassinhted soon after his acces- 
sion to the ihroix , aud»Pietro Woyevoda had recovered his 
lost dignity; but as lie migiit have made Idmself odious to the 
nation, the nobles uldu^^sed ‘tlunnseivcs to the king of Po- 
land to give dicio u st^vcieigri, in consequence of which 
Alexander the Fourth was placed on tiae thr one^ bv s 
Poli.s.i) army, under the coniinand of general Siniawslcy 
The Porte made hostile preparations in favour of Peter, ana 
the nobles . solicited die aid of the emperor Charles the 
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Fifth, and of Ferdinand king of Hungary:, hot the TurkA 
defeated and beheaded Alexander, and confirmed their for- 
mt r appointment of Peter, who died in the year 15a6, soon 
alter his second elevation to the throne^ 

Elias the Second, who was son of the preceding, was 
guilty of^such cruelties that lie no longer considered himself 
in safety amongst his subjects, and having collected all the 
treasures which he could amass, he fled to Constantinople, 
renounced the Christian faith, and was killed in a popular 
tumult. « 

Stephen the Seventh was assassinated by his own sub- 
jects. 

.Alexander the Fiftji was deposed, on account of his ty- 
rannical conduct, by Albert Lasky, palatine of Siradin, wiio 
noininuted in his stead 

John Heraclitus, a zealous catholic, who did all in his 
power to estaiflish the catholic religion in his dominions, 
and for this purpose built two churches in Haslew, the ruins 
of which aresiill dis ernible; his nomination was confirmed 
bv the Porte, and lie was the first hospodar who was so- 
lemiJy crowned ; b -t as he made himself odious to his sub- 
jec s, the l^>ies cn ieavoured to effermate tl e nomination of 
Demetrius V isobneweizU\, who entered Moldavia for the 
purp: se of ijaving his elect io»i confirme d, but w»^s made pri- 
soner, and sent to Constauiinople. The Moldavians now 
elected ’ 

Stephen the Eighth, who caused John Heraclitus to be 
murdered on his return to Sostehowa /from the place of his- 
banishment. t ' 

Bogdan the Fourth ascended the throne of Moldavia in 
157!2, but excited the jealousy and hatred of his subjects, 
by appointing Poles to the principal places of honour and emo- 
lument. The nobles wrote to John Ivonius, the son ofStephen 
the Seventh^ who bad considerable influence in the Turkish 
government, and offered, not only to make him theii sove- 
i;eign, but to deliver up fo him their prince, Bogdan, and 
his son Peter. Ivonius etitered Moldavia at the head of 
SO, 000 Turks, and Bogdan Aed'in to Poland, where he died 
in the greatest misery. 

John IVonius was of the Mahometan religion ; but as he 
refused to^my to the Porte the double tribute which he had 
'^^rks enteied Moldavia, put Turkish garrU 
'fbns frYtififd places, deposed Ivonius, and ap- 

iw his stead 

^ Janikura, who w^as subdued tand beheaded by Slepheu 
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Battory ; after whose death Moldavia was governed by Sigis- 
iDurid Baitory, prince of Transylvania. Bessarabia, which 
also belonged to hfm, was near being delivered into the 
hands ot tlie Tuiks by the treachery of a person of the name 
of Aaron, but the vigilance of the governor, Stephen Radul,. 
preserved the province, and Battory, in return for this ser- 
vice, created him hospodar of Moldavia, under the title of 

Stephen tlie Nintlu 7'he Poles, under the cornmand of 
Zamoifeky, overran Moldavia, and placed Jeremiah Mohila 
on the thione, on condition of his consenting to hold the 
country as a fief ol‘ Poland. 7 ne 7'atars forced the Poles 
to retreat ; but as Zanioisky learned that Sigisinund prince 
of IVansylvania, was making warlike preparations in favour 
of Stephen, he attacked and defeati^d him, and sent liim to 
P(>laiul, where he .wks impaled in althongh the Ein- 

P' ror And Pope iriterfeied in his behalf. 

Sigisinund conqueied IVansylvania, aud»matle it a pre- 
5>cni to his hrothei, w ho was deposed and exiled by Michael 
palatine of VVailachia, who jiuslu^'d his conquests as far as 
Moldavia, and foret d t.ie three brothers, Mohila, Simeon, 
and Jeremi th to lly ,• hut the heroic Zaraoisky defeated Mi- 
chael, receiv d the thanks of Ins nation by the decree of the 
Pohbh diet, and restored to the throne of Moldavia 

Jeremiah Mohila, who r-igned until the yearKiOj). 

Coiistannne, his son, reigned only a few months, as the 
Porte raised 

Stephen the Tenth, sirnamed Tomtschay, in J6i2, to the 
dignity of Hospodar, John and Stephen Potozky, tw^o 
Poiishtgwierah, endeavoured in vain^ to re-establish Con- 
stantine; they were defeated by the Turks, and Stephen 
Potozky and Constantine N\ere made prisonej-s, and sent to 
Constantinople, where they died in the greatest penury. 
However, the Poles succeeded by their intrigues in depos- 
ing Stcplien, in whose stt^ad 

Caspar Gratiani, an Italian, was appointed by the Turks. 
Caspar discovered to the Poles the conspiracy of Bethlehem 
Gabor, and his alliance with the Turks. The7\irks forced 
him to fly for refuge to the Polish camp, and the war broke 
out in 1(520 ; hut as the Tuuks were unable to take the foni- 
fied camp of the Poles, peace was concluded in bj 

which the latter renounced all farther claims on Moldavia, 
prom this period the fate of Moldavia was irrevoc ably unit- 
ed with that of the Porte, and the hospoclars WW? appoin t^ 
ahd deposed as it suited thepolic?y or caprice of the Tiirkmi 
governiDcpt^ aqd hav^^ver since been obliged to purchase 
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only th^ir Domination, but the continnaDce of their dig^ 
l^itv. ' , * 

Felreczejus repaid his benefactors with ingraiitude, and 
united hajiself with, the Cos^sncks u.nder the cotnuunid of 
Poroschsclienlco ; but Uie Sultan took a dreadful vengeance, 
by ordering the Cossacks to be cut to pieces, and the Mol- 
davian prince to be strangled. We wassucceefied by 
StephciO the Eleventh, Dabiza, the last Moldavian who 
was raised to the dignity of hospodar. The succ ceding bos- 
IKKjars were mostly Greekii by birth. 

The Turks forced tlie Moldavians to dismiss iheir troops,, 
OTd to desist Iroin tlie working of ibcir mines, which 
are tolerably rich in gold, silver, copper, and iron. How- 
ever, this law is in sotne^places secretly evaded, and 1 know 
two Moldavian noblemen who ,h«ive derived coiisideiabie 
wealth from their mines. Gold is fodnd in the Neigh- 
bourhood of iioiitschawa and Kiemtsche ; silver near 
the monastery of Galata; .audrork sa)t in the northern 
part of the province. The^alt pits are called in JVioldavian 
Ockna,” which means a vvindovv or a hole. 

It would be uiiiotefesting to enumerate the different hos- 
who have reigned in Moldavia, since the Turks liave 
possessed uiicomroukd sway in that country* They obtain 
their elevanon by money and intrigues, and. during their 
precarious andirequeiuly short-lived reign, their principal 
and only pol^y is to oppress dud plunder’ their subjects. ( 
5 fhaU therefore say a few w’ords relative to the country itself. 

The rpountainii in Moldavia are a continuation of the 
Carpathian mountains in Transylvania, which the Selavo^ 
nians formerly called (Baby Gory) or Wotnen’s Mountains. 
The chain wjjich traverses. Moldavia and Wallachia is 
united with mount Caucasus, and its highest summit is 
called mount Elbrus, on the frontiers of Georgia and the 
Cuban. The mountains in 'Moldavia ate covered witH a 
dark-green moss and (he exhalations ftom them are im- 
pregnated with sulphur. In the vallies one frequently meets 
with K t;gc tracts which are •completely covered with salu 
petre. , On the 2fith of Marcia 1790 , E observed that tho 
whole of the valley between Foruio&a and th« Convents 
was ewered vibh this mi bstance f during the nj|;lu three' 
violent sIjocIdj of an earthquake ^ere felt, and tjje follows, 
ing dAy t nejy^p etrjg^bad whoilv. disappeared, and the sum^^ 
Wbichf the day before were clearly 
visible, filR^vex^d with*dnsky vapours. The soil at Um 
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foot of the tnpuutains is an ochreons clay, tind the v^atfer^ 
pf the lakes contain vitriol ; but at Straka, about 4f5 vems 
from Jassy, the water is impregnated with sulphur. 

Miistapha the Second was well aware that efFeminacy, 
io-norance, and superstition are the surest supports of des-* 
|)otisin, and the cankers of the moral cliaructer; he ther^* 
fore exerted all his efforts bo create amongst the Moldavians, 
the artificial wants of voluptuousness, and he was powerfirfly 
aided in the execution of hrs purpose, by the patriarchs, 
who had an equal interest with bkn in destroying the men-- 
til) energies of the Moldavians, It must bfi confessed that 
their efforts have been attended with the most complete 
success, for every thing in Moldavia J>reaihes Asiatic indo- 
lence and luxury. The sinalluess of the tribute which they 
pay to the Turks induces them to prefer the government of 
Turkey lo that of any other nation, which, frc>m regard to 
their real interests, would force them to* be industrious. 
They dislike the Russians, although they have been treated 
by them with the greatest lenity, and vvTre always paid 
ready money for the provisions -which the Russian army 
consumed d'uring its stay ifi Moldavia. But their dread of 
the Russian arms is so grent, that the word Moskal or Rus- 
sian is siifHcieiit to disperse an aasemblecl troojj of Molda- 
vians. 1 have met with but a Tew priccls, and not joore 
tlian half a dozen noblemen in this country who had the 
smallest smattering of knowledge, the former spoke Latin,* 
and the latter bad French. The Greeks, who first began to 
establish themselves ia this bon n try, doring the reign of. 
Mauro Gowlato the elder, have preservcfl their own dialect, 
which is called the Roman language. Notwithstanding the 
most unwearied researches, i Itavc been only^able to dis- 
cover a single manuscript in Moldavia, relative to the his-, 
tory of the country. It was- in the possessinn^of the Loga- 
feth, and contained the lives df the last len hospo'dars, imd 
an account of the intrigues rvbich bad raised them to power 
. or plunged them in <»bscurity. It is written in the most mi- 
serable manner, but is looked upon by the possessor of it, 
as a literary treasure.* Tliere'are no libraries here, and 
books of any kind, with the^ exception of a few legends and 
popular tales. The last hospodar of the family of Mauro 
Oordatb, who fled into Russia at; the breaking put of the 
war, wjis possessed of a well chosen libri ^^t a t ■ i Fwn ch atr-. 
t|iars,wdiich betook with him to Eiysabethgrad. He was ^ 
welMoformed'man, «nd spoke I?rench,Ttaliftn, and Germctii 
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with tolerable fluency; it is to him I am indebted for most 
of the details which I now communicate to tlie public. 

. The language of the Moldavians is a mixture of Latin^ 
Italian, Russian, and Solavonian words. Most of tbe\erbs 
and adveibs are thrived from the Latin; the substantives 
and adjectives are chiefly taken from the Italian and Scla- 
\oniaii languages. It contains words, however, which are 
not to be found in anj^ other language, \ii. Powten, what 
do you mean.? what do you say ? Lingur, a spoon ; Dorsto 
and Aisto, the piece of weod which the water-carriers carry 
on their shoulders, and from which they suspend their 
buckets. There aic some few German and Greek words iu 
this language. The characters in which it is written are 
Sclavoniau, and the middle or last letter of the word is some- 
times put over the word itself. There are also some letters 
whose pronunciation is varied by having a stioke^r dash 
over them, as*1s*tlie case in the Polish languatije. It is ex- 
tremely difficult to pronounce Moldavian accuiately, as the 
pronunciation varies incessantly, and seems not to be esta- 
blished by any rules; for instance^ some say Veriikotsch. 

» others VeiHMiikotz, some Pozjsintel, others Pokkinoel. All 
words which are derived from the Latin, change their 11 
into G, as Tiahe, draw, is written Trage. 

The princil)al traits in the character of the Moldavians 
are avarice, pride, and indolence. Their music and dances 
have been minutely described by Sulzer, Carra, and Tott^ 
but the last is not always to be depended on. Their dress 
is that of the IStli and 14th centuries, and is a mixture of 
the Jewish, Chinone, and Turkish costumes. * From the 
Jews they have the calotte, or leather cap^ which, like the 
Jews, they mver take off. The nobles have the exclusive 
privilege of letting their bear,ds grow,' add the common peo- 
ple wear mustachoes, in itnitation of the,Tui*ks and Chinese, 
irom whom they have aTso'ndopted the large breeches, and 
loose up|)er garment. 'Their physiogupiny is a mixture of 
the aboveinentioned three people. Ip Jassy one is led tQ 
suppiosc that the Moldavians have no kind of occupation, for 
the coflbe-houses, inns, and® taverns^ are constantly full, 
young gipsies sing and play there, and the days and nights 
seem to be wholly consecrated to Bacchus and Venus. The 
Moldavians descend chiefly from the Moesians, D.irJanians^ 
and'TbcattgU^'^ * -^cy have several Sclaronian customs, but 
^itheir these, n o|||fc e words of Scluvoiiian origin which are to 
be met with prove them to be of Sclavonian 

descent. ' nobles have the folly of adopting 
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the names of fatnilies which were celebrated in the Greek 
empire, and have the strll greater folly of asserting, that 
they are lineally descended from those families. 

Before the use of bells was known in Moldavia, the 
hours were marked by striking a board with a stick, as is 
the custom to the present day in several Russian villagesi 
Bells arc at present in general use in Moldavia; but the 
old custom of beating the hours is still preserved; the board 
on winch they are beaten is called Tocca, and when this 
office is vacant, the villagers, or inhabitants of the cities, 
assemble to decide on the talents of the candidates. 

Bilious fevers are generally mortal here, as the {)hysician« 
do not know how to treat the in ; purgatives are found to be 
most efficacious. The physic’mfis arc, as 1 have already ob~ 
SfO vc<l, mostly Greel^s, Jews, and women.; they are seldom 
<‘onsnUcd,*until the priest has given up all hopes of the pa- 
tient's recovery. 

A Jewish physiciiin assured me, that he cured bilioiits 
ft'vers with the smoke and a decoction of Lepidirnn rurale. 
Corrosive subliinate is made use of in the quartidian fever, 
which follows an attack of a putrid fever« ; the usual dose 
is half a grain morning and evening, after which {he pa- 
tient is obliged' to drink elder tea. 

The honours paid to the dead are probably of Thra- 
cian origin, and somewhat resent ble the tvakes which are 
customary in different parts of Europe. My host, who was 
a man of considerable importance died, during my resi- 
«^lence in Jassy. The moment his decease was announced, 
iIjc court-yaiTd was illuminated with ah iixwnense number of 
lamps; gipsies, called in Moldavian Kazivelos, of the cast 
of Ursary, were hired to entertain* the company which had 
assembled on the occasion, with singing and dancing; the 
court-yard resounded wifh the songs of the gipsies, and 
with the cries of the multitude which thronged to the house 
from .all parts of the city. * Th^ widow sat in the room in 
which the deceased lay, with dishevelled hair, and wept 
and lamented ns if she wafe frantic'. The ceremony began 
about three o^clock in •the aftefnoon, and after some hoursS 
had been spent in singing' and howling, part of the com- 
pany played a game called Ligatura, which resembles the 
children^ play of hide thejslipper; eight persons sit on 
ground in a circle, and cover their kne^s ^ kr ^e skiiv 
the ninth staiids in the middle with a twisted bandkerebief, 
with which he strikes one of the {persons in the ring, who 
endeavours to yrrest the^hajpidfcerchicf out of his hand^ tindi 
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passes it under the skin to one of his neighbours; if he do 
not succeed in getting possession of the liandkerchicf, the 
company cry out Mischka or bqar. Tliis game was conn- 
Tiued until the break of the following day, and was iiicc'^- 
santly accompanied with the confused noise of singing, 
dancing, and liowling. The decca^^ed was then dressed in 
bis best attire, and cWried on a bed through the principal 
streets to a church, where he was receiM‘d by the priests- 
After the usual prayers had been read over tlie body it was 
laid in a coffin, wliich ^was not covered until one of the 
priests had poured wine on the body in the form of a cross, 
and then spread some earth on it in the same form. After 
these ceremonies were pel formed, the coffin was covered, 
and laid in the earth*. 

A singular ceremony is observed *by the common ])copIc, 
parti<'ularly in the villages. They dig up the itead aftc*r 
they have bt:cn three years interred, collect the bones and 
put them into a sack, after which they are pounded fine and 
thrown hack into the graves from which they have been 
dug, togethe'r with the sacks in which they are contained. 
1 have been at considerable pains to ascertain the motive or 
origin of this ceremony, but have never been able to obtain 
any satisfactory information on the sulyect. The priests were 
either unable or unwilling to inform mte of the cause of it ; 
the common people know no other reason for it, than that 
their fathers nave done so before them, and the nobles an- 
swer, when they are questioned on the jfwbject, It is the 
distinction between us and the vulgar muTtitude/' 

The gothic arclpteciure with doric ornameftfri U the most 
prevalent. The houses are large clumsy edifices ; those in tlie 
towns-are jjuilt o/i,tone,"or §tone and wood, and in the vil- 
lages they arc frequently only of earth and clay. The houses 
have all long corridors, into which^each cham^r has a door ; 
it is veiy seldom that the rooms have any immediate commu- 
nication with each other. The furniture of these rooiiyi ge- 
nerally consists of a divan; chairs and tables are considered 
wholly superfluous. Those 4vho have seen one house in 
Moldavia may form a tolerable accurate idea of all the 
others. Some of the Boyards are descended from -Italian, 
Armenian, and Moldavian families, but most of them are of 
Greek origin. The ft^mily of Millot alone was originally 
Frenclt* The number of princes here is almost incredible, 
as jthe l!Wr/5i’t^iir*an inhabitant of Moldavia is raised to the 
dignity oLb^odar, uH bis relations rake the title of prince. 
They ai w W l 'Extremely proud of their assumed dignity^ 





GARDENS, vineyards, AND WINES. 

t>‘>any of them illustrate their genealogical trees with the 
names of kings find emperors, and a considerable* number 
pretend to be descended from the family of Paleologus. 

Since the Turks have obtained the sovereignty of this 
country, the inluibitants have adopted many of their cue- 
toms; particularly the use of divans, the titles of public 
officers, the custom of srnoakiog tobacco, of wearing si ippere 
over their boots, and of shutting up the women. This last 
custom was not very scrupulously observed duiing theJast 
M^ar between the Russians andTufks; as ptince Potemkin 
invited to his assemblies all the ^?oldavian ladies of distinc- 
tion, and as it may be supposed that the jealousy of the 
Moldavian nobles yielded to the suggestions of fear, their 
wives and daughters were obliged to dccept of the invita- 
tions which were givim them. The gardens here are all 
laid outjn theTurhish taste, and generally eonsist of clumps 
of fruit and other trees jilanted without anyj^ind of order, 
and surrounded with hedges of woodbine and sw^eet pea. 
The cuscula is more abundant here than in any other coun- 
try. I'hc fruits are delicious, but are seldonr left to grow 
ripe. Tlie wine would be‘of an excellent cjuality if it were 
treated properly, but the Moldavians pay'no attention wdiat- 
ever to the aspect in which they plant their vines, and the 
pestilential impurity of their cellars must have a very per- 
nicious effect on the wines, all of which contain calcai coins 
pauicics, as may be seen by thfe white sediment which they 
deposit, when poured on the table and left to 

^he MoldaviahsTransplant their vines ^eVery three years, 
and manftre them with cow-dung,' which they lay at a cer- 
tain distance from the roots, and waiter them regulaily, IJy 
this mode of procecfling, the ‘manure becomes^ecomposed 
in its passage thropgb y^e water, and nourishes the roots 
without imparting any disagreeable taste to t^e grapes. 

The vineyards We always, planted in low grounds, where 
wafer may be ea«ii{y obtained> or- where the soil itsedf is 
moist. 'J^he usual' mode of pressing the grapes is wholly 
unknown here. The Moldavian wdnes are generally rather 
son^, and are produced from six different kinds of grapes : 
1. Vitis vulplna, in Moldi^vran Pomp jepurl6> which is a 
de^p pmplej^ Vitis dioschatu, the oiuscadel grape, in 
Mpjdavuurj^omo bos^ijock : Vitis labrusca, in Maldavian 
POmo pusseriteka, or sparrow grape t 4, ihinore 

alho, the common grape, or Raisin ,des lilies of the Prench, 
in Moldavian Pomo feti: 5. Vitis fiructu magtto rotundo pi 

9 « : 
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Tiigro, m Moldavian Pomotivda: 6. Vjtis fructu niagno ct 
coiiuloo^^ Moldavian Porno koarno. 

The soil of Moldavia is, in general, extremely fertile, and 
if, iribtead of planting whole fields with kukerusa, as is the 
custom, they wcic sowed with wheat oi lye, the harvest'' 
would lender tw^enty-fold. The ineadows jmxluee giasi> lu 
auch ahundanee, anJ of such an excellent quality, that dis- 
eased cattle lecover ui them in a few’^ days, as wc obsei\ed 
by die horses, cameh, sheep, and ©xen which we had for the 
use of ihe aimv* 

Amongst the hospodais^of latter times weiethiee hiotheis 
of the name of Draco, one of whom W'ls hanged by llieTui ks ; 
the second, who was inteipietei of the Porte, was sent to the 
Polish contedeialcs, Lut not having succeeded in his mi^* 
felon, he was beheaded b} oijyf of the Turkish government 
toll his return. The thud, mchacl Druco, who «as hos- 
podar, ife ho^M^veied by the Moldavians and Ciictks, that 
>vhcn they speak of him, thej^ bpw their beads, cioss then 
aims on Iheir hi casts, and say, that was a man !’’ 

One of th* family assuied^me, in the most solemn inau- 
per, that he was descended in a direct Imp frpm Jason, ihe 
leader of the Aigonauts, and that be could prove his descent 
featisfactorily. There is not a single mad-house m Jassy. 

Dghika and Mauro Coidato, the latter of whom was tlir 
only well-informed man in Moldavia, drew on themselves 
the hatred of the Porte, by a too scrUpul^u.s observance of 
the treaty of Kaiimrdgy. The of iliat tieat) 

stipulated that np Turk should entei^Pp prin^pality of 
Moldavia, without a passpoit signed ^y the fl^spodar. 
Dghika feiatiuned ghards on the fiontiers to ariest thl^/Fuiks 
who should endeavour to piiter the country clandestinely, 
^ind MauiolCordato followed in his footsteps. It was the 
iattei who built the budges which unite Jassy wit(i its 
subuibsj hc^t piesent lives in Elizubethgrat}, whither he 
fled with all his tieasqres. 

jJ shall now say a few words relative to the coins of Tiir- 
|iey. The lion doliaf is* ^ Vefictiqn coin, and wbb in cir- 
culation in Constantinople b^?forc it game into the posses- 
sion of the Tmks, and befo 4 e they iJegaii to coin money* 
i^astei is % Spanish, and Aspcr*a ^reek coin, ^he follow-^ 
ave tiie teal corns of Tut^y i 


as ,the 
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2. Altmys-lyck ; 60 parahs or 90 copecks, or three shil- 
lings Englibh. ’ 

o* Byr krus, or lion dollar ; 40 parahs or 6o copecks, or 
two shillings English* 

4. Zol-ota ; paiahs or 45 copecks, or one shilling and 
sixpence English. 

5. Jaryiii-lyck ; 20 parahs or 30 copecLb, or one shilling 
English. 

0. Onbcs-lyck; 15 parahs or 221 copecks, or nine-pence 
English. 

7. On-Iyok or Rubb ; 10 paralis or 15 copecLb, or six- 
pence English. 

8. Bess-lyck ; 5 parahs or 71 copecks, oi three pehce 

English. » 

9. Parah; thiee aspers or ll copcck, or half aTaithiug 

English . • 

10. Aspei ; half a copeck. 

COLD COINS. , 

1. Ruble; CO parahs- or yo copecks, qr thiee shillings 
i^^nglisl). 

2. Z^ndgerly; 105 parahs or one ruble fifty-seven copecksi 
and half, or about five shillings and thiec-pence English. 

3. Stauibul, the fiivt piece of money winch was coined hv 
theTutlvs, after the conquest of Constantinople^ is Worth 
loO patahs, or twp rubles 25 copecks, or about seven shil- 
lings and sixpeno|l^ng]isb. 

4. Fnpdukly;* By r-krusy or about len shillings English. 

5. ui Sultaniii; i 10 paiahs, or about five shii- 

Util’S and sixpence English.’^ * 

On all the above-nuntioned uoins, the nain^of the Sut* 
tun and the value of the com are stamped on one side, and 
the adopted name of the ISnlUii, the woid l.ara, and the 
year of the Hegyra in which the piece vvtis coined, on 
iheothei. 

J:^chiilic is very iucoriM^Cl in his History of theTnrkish Ke- 
veniies and Expenditiiic. .The.former is received in six 
public oftiees, each t;f vvliichdms its particnlai depailnirnl. 
The oceasioual or indirect contributions frec|ueiitly amount 


^ In the above vulculatjon th<?Enssiun ruble bus bfen c-t iiu.itefi ut tbiee 
^billinos Etigbsh, but nccordaig to prehma mic a auiouuty 

ti* ihun fwopbhillii>g9. 
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to as much and sometimes to more than f]iose Rhicli are 
established by law. 

The first office may be called the treasury oi geneial 
audit office of Turkey, as all the other offices are obliged to 
send in their accounts to it to be audited. The chief of it 
!•> the Deftcrdar Pacha, or tieasurer geneial, who lus a 
number of infeiior Defteidais under him, in the different 
provinces to collect the levenues. 

The second office receives the conti ibutioiis which are 
levied on certain occasions, paiticiilarly in time of war, 
and also the taxes whicll certain provinces aie l^ound to 

The tliiid office receives the sums which are destined for 
the piivate puise of tlw? Sultan, and pays the expenditure of 
his hoU^hoid. The chief of it bearb^thc title ot Chasnadyr, 
All confiscations belong to this department. ^ 

The fourtl\^o^Hice leceives the tiibutc which is destined 
to be sent to Mecca, and which is employed in icpainng 
and beautifying Constantinople- 

The fifth office leccive^ the taxes of all the conquered 

I irovinccs winch do not pay them into the office of the 
)efterdar Pacha. To this belong the sums uhich are paid 
by the Pachas, Zairas, Beys, and Timariots. The amount 
of this brancli of the levenue cannot be ascertained, as the 
value of the coins in the difieient provinces is very vanous. 
The Zaims, Beys, and Timauots are possessors of lands, 
which have been granted them by the crown. Most of 
these lands are gi anted for life, some for a certain number 
of yeais, and very few are hereditary. 

TinaJly, the sixth office receives all the contiihiftions and 
taxes which are phid in kind, such as wood, hemp, wheat, 
oats, ha\, ITCraey, buitei, tall6w, 8cc. 

All large sums aie leckoncd ip Turkey by purses, in 
^Tuikish pungha. A puise amounts, as I have uheady ob- 
served, to about fifty gotiuds English. 

The legitimate leve^nues of the Turkish empire are ex- 
trenely insignifir ant, in pfOporUoO to the extent and na 
tuial fertility of the piovinpes of which it is composed. 
Were it inhabited by a civilized ^ibmifiercial nation, which 

f ave a due encouiagemeni to Industry, there is no dbubt 
ut revenues would becom^ four times greaief thai^ 
'they arb at picsent ; bu MM erthcLitoh yoke of despotism the 
subjects enrichiuji 

•the gQVpramcnt. 
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I shall now give a statement of the revenues and expen- 
diture of the Tuikish empire, which 1 believe may be de- 
pended on, although I cannot altogether warrant its accu- 
racy. The documents from which the following statements 
are taken, were in the possession of tlic Defterdar Pacha 
ami fell into iny hands after the battle of llymnick. 


REVENUES. 

Pm fees. 

FIRST OFFICE. * 

In the hands of Muha Visi Evel, the 
fiibt officer under the Defteidar, from 
different sources — — ^ 35^010? 

Kara Muha Visi receives the capita- 
tion of all those who, are not Mussulmen 5^103 
Mefcoufnt receives certain contribu- 
tions from paiticujar cities — ^ 

Muha Visi Evel receives the tributes 
of some Tmiariots — — I>9701 

Maden Mubatasi receives the products 
of the mines, in Turkish Maden, and the 
customs of Smyrna, (^hio, Gallipoli, 

Rursa, Smit, and Constantinople — 18,003 
Bursa Muhatusi, receiver of the rents 
of the Bursa’s lands, bouses. &c. — 90 

Mendgenick Muhatast, receiver of the 
tributes which are paid *by the Zaims 
^nd by some Timariots — — 407 

StambuNMuhatasi is the receiver of • 
the taxes paid by the mhabitants of 
Constantinople — — • * — 1,3341 

Acklonia Mubatasi^ receiver of the 
duties in the country of Kolo, nearSalo- 
nichi -- . — 245 * 

Egripos Mubatasi, receiver of the 
taxes in Negropont — ^ ^ 34 

KisJar Muhatasi, recei'^er of the^ronts 
of the crown-lands, tlmt is, of those 
estates in the conquered province’s, which 
the Sultans have kept for themselves 1,4791 
AnadoHy Muhatasi, tax collectoi ih 
Natolia -r 

Bidedeula Muhatasi, receiver of cer- 
tain incidental contribution^, which, one 
year ^uh another, amount W — 


Aspere. 

4,66G 

27,419 

1,557 

4,980 

M 

39,147 

G,609 

12,803 

15,896 

334 

35,014 
I 58 


CO 



12S CAMI’ENIIAUSEN’S travels. 

Fui ses. 

KoJniTi Miihalasi receives the trib,ule 
to whirli the sheep are subject ; an asper 
is paid } curly for each siieep, and the 
person v\li<> negl<'cts to announce when 
his sheep yeaned is buble to corpo- 
real pimislimcnt, and to a penalrj of two 
slieep ; this tax amounts to — oM 

The Paoliu of’ Uassora pays to the 
Poite yeaily for the employ rncuts which 
he holds — — — ^>00 


Sum total of the first office 

<• 


SRCOND OFFICK. " 

This ofilc^^TTis called the treasuiy of 
Adrianoplc ; it receives the taxes, called 
inTuiki>li Mdiisul, which aie paid by the 
follow inp; pi o\ inccs ; 

From Nutoiia — — Bfv2 

Fiom llonielia — — UO‘2 

Fioui VVelestin, Alndschia, andi Isar 
lands, .which aie situated twenty miles 
from Constant inoplc - — 21 

Prom Bosnia, Kamlscha, Eger, &c. 3J0 

Besides the ahove-iiientioiied tax, Na- 
tolia is obliged to pay yearly to the 
hoatmen of the Seraglio, the sum of ^ 

SurH«t 4 tal — 2,120 


‘ THIRD OFFICE. 

Cairo pays noo, 000 sultanins in gold, 
ami UagusH 1 2,. 500 , Venetian sequins, 

W'hich together make ^ — — 4,144^ 

'JVansyhania, VV allachia, and l^lol- 
davia. ^ . 1,1 IS 


Sum total — 5,2.57 J 

The first office i$ oblig'^d to furnish to 
thisj cveiy thine: v. h eli^is nccc“-s iry for 
the Seraglio w t’»>'nlung, r^ilk, 

hordes, 


Asper^. 


20 , gob 


I (> 9, 370 


(>0 

31,2U 


3 1 ,27 I 


14,000 



OFFICIAL EXVEKSEi. 


K(J 

Furses. Aspers. 

•FOURTH OFFICE 
Aremin Monabesi receives the taxes 
which are levied to dcfr^iv the expenccs 
of tepairing and heaillifying the metro* 
polis^ and these amount to ~ “ 370 

Aremin M uli a tasl receives the duties 

to which black cattle, 8cc, arc subject 050^ 48 

Total — l,320i 9;>d.5 

FIFTH OFFICE. 

All the Pachalis are obliged to pay 
the duties to which they are subject into 
this office, besides the duties or eontri- 
billions which belong ira mediately to the 
other four departmeiAs, Those duties 

amount lo ~ ~ ~ lO.OOO 

Total ~ 

SIXTH OFFrCE. 

This office receives the contributions in kind, and reserves 
them for the following destinations : 

FOR TU» ARSKNAt4. 

Fr,om Cairo, 1,000 quintals of hemp, called in Turkish 
Kainfrit ; 200 flasks of hnseod oil, (Turkish Berir en-Turi); 
2,000 pieces of linen, each piece consisting of GoVlls, and 
HO quintals of twine or packthread (in Turkish Syrit)* 
Fiom Sanakow on tbif Black sea, 113 quintals of iron iii 
bars (Turkish Derniir-dgybuck). 

From Sffloniebi, 4,012 yards of coaPse cloth from the 
manufactory of l^cghck. ^ 

From Kara and Boga, two Sandschacks or governments 
on the Dnieper, I,d00trqp8of a given length and tHickness, 
From Batnva, and Ismit^ 3,568 pieces of timber pre-* 
pared and seasoned for ship*buHding. 

From Dsauich, 6|000 quintals of hemp, and 4,000 wooden 
hainuicrs fur ship carpenters, 

Fiom Media and Salnakogicjc, 6,700 lasts of timber, the 
last at five quintals. * 

Media also furnishes 3,00Q pieces of timber sea^oi||||j for 
»bip*build*ug. 

• From Isar> 5,000 oaintec^ oars (in Turkish Tioreck^, 
From Athens an^ the surrounding couuuj, 5,000 yards 
pf coarse cloth. • 

From ifuUani i Isar, 60Q quintals of pitch and tar, 

, camfjcnhausen.] 
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From KugR 25,790 plunks of a given s'^zc and qua- 
lity. 

FOR Tlin SCRAG MO. 

From Cairo, 56,000 ineasm os of rice, the measure esti- 
mated at about a busliel and a quaiter English; 45,()1<!2 
pkas of sugar (in Turkish Selker), the oka ooulaius about 
three pounds; 2,000 measmes of peas (in 'I'uikish Ih set), 
the size of the nieasun is fixed by government ; 2,f)00 mea- 
sures of lentils, (m Turkish Meidgerneck) ; CoO okas of pep- 
per, Hu Tuikish Biber); 3?0 okas of cinnamon, (in "ruiki^li 
Tcusehiek); IfjOokas of ginger, (in Tu^kl^h Tsehinlsehcfii) ; 

okas of cassia; 990 okas of tin, to tin the kitchen uten- 
sils; ()0 okas of senna; J,200 of macaroni, (in Tuikish Fide), 
ivliieh IS remarkable for the excellence of its quality; 400 
okas of loots and spices of different t.inds, particulaily In- 
dian pepper; 500 okas of Peruvian baik ; 50f) okas of laiiui- 
rinds, of whicfflhe Turks are extremely fond. 

From Gesan Kadelyck, 1,200 measmes of peas; 1,000 
pkas of millet and groats; and 820 okas of licpiorice. 

From Borlo, 230 okas of saffron. 

Prom Wallachia, 1,200 okas of yellow wax ; the process 
of bleaching wax is unknown to the Turks; 15,G00 okas of 
honey; 500 quintals of salt> and 170 okas of rock salt for 
|he horses of the Sultan* 

From Berelegy, 6,690 okas of t^ellow wax. 

Prorii Moldavia, 9^250 okas of yellow wax; and 12,000 
pkas of honey in jars. 

I'rom Enisiin near Trebisond, 3,000 okas of yellow wax. 

From Madin Esia Seregy, 1,670 okas ofyello^./^wax. 

From Ackioly, 3,000 measures of salt, and 520 okas of 
rock salt. 

From Bursa, 5,500 measures of wheat ; 2,000 okas of a 
species of wheat, which the Turks calLlarano; a kind of 
sour pa-bte is made of it, which is left to dry, and either eaten 
in this manner or diluted with water, f 

Fioin Jainbol, 30 hogsheads of a kind of fruit which is 
palled Amher-barabsy. i have never seen it fiesh, but 
when it is dried it resembles ‘the medlar ip appearance, but 
not icktaste, Jainbol also furnishes 15 hogsheads of dried 
plumrto make skerbet. ^ 

From Cogiar near Bursa*, 2,000 measures of salt; 1,000 
^ons of ice snow from mount Olympus. 

From Osmapgyck, K)0 pipes of pickled salmon. 

From Slangy oy a, 2^ pipcs of lemon juice, a^cl 12,OOQ 
Jpfuons, 
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'From Bursa, 13 pipes of balsam, 8,000 fresh pomegra- 
Hates, and 1(3,000 limes ; CO barrels of sharp, and 10 of 
common vinegar ;*40 barrels of unripe grapes, which being 
])ie.ssefl, give a juice which the Turks call Agrest. 

From Bursa and Telvyr-dagh(!, 20y,000 fowls. 

From Gallipoli, 5,000 melons. 

From Bisa> (.),000 onions. 

Besides the abovementioned articles, this oflice receives 
from diiferent purls, two millions of difi’erent kinds of eggs; 
405,808 measures of barley, and 814,742 hundred weight of 
straw, and other articles yhieh it is unnecessary to parli- 
cui arize. 

The difTercnt sums which are paid into tlje abovemen- 
tioned live offices, added together, , amount to 4,175,312 
pounds ste rling; which, is a very inconsiderable sum, in com- 
jiarison with the extent and resources of the Turkish em- 
pire, and would be insufficient to defray the expences a 
regular administration ; but as the pay** of th^anny^, and tlie 
salaries of the civil officers of the state arc very small, they 
have a tacit permission from the government to plunder the 
subjects in every manner that can be devised. The articles 
which are delivered in kind into the sixth office, are fully 
sufficient to supply the wants of the household ; thus, wheit 
the casual sources of revenue, such as confiscations, the in^ 
heritance of strangled pachas, bospodars, &c. arc taken 
into account, it is an easy matter for each Sultan to amass a 
considerable treasure. 1 shall now proceed to the expen- 
diture of the state. 

The expenditure of the Turkish government is as follows; 


V; Purses. Aspers, 

To the Janissaries (Jenkitsoht?ry) 4,007 r 17/^92 

To the Azaafoglans, or children who 
are educated in the Sera'gUo, to enter as 
cadets intq -the army, or to W’'ait oivthe 
person of the Sultan — — 112 

To the Boslahys or gardeners — 179 F2'2 

To the Gebegys and Tobegis, servants 
in the seraglio * — * — 83 1 § 700 

To the Baltagys and Kalvagys, ser- 
vants in the old seraglio * — ^ — 50 400 

To the cabinet makers and waggoners 19 1, 

To the Sarakys or grooms — .150 SOOp 

To the cooks, bakers, (Murdback- 
cmen-dscbarlans) — -^70 
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To tlic persons wlio are appointed to 
erert t(*ius (^Tarder meU rly) — • 

To the manufacturers of pikes, arrows, 
and shields (Sanats^ — — 

To (he tailors — — 

To the standard bearers (Sandscbaly 
darlars) — — — 

To the water-carriers of the divan 
(Saklvis) — — 

To the overseers of thl? arsenuil — 
To the Cinglas, or coiiipaiiions of the 
Sultan 

To the judge-advocates of the army 
(Kaddeskers) — — * — 

To the Sengy Agalery and the MuUv- 
feraga, perspns whose duty is to wait on 
the females in the interior of the seraglio 
To the Mukarekarans, or cleansers of 
the cliainbers — ^ 

To the Tefdar Oda Kariblary|^ or se- 
cretaries of the chambers — — 

To the Rufet Agalary, or quartermas- 
ters 

To the Jerys Agalarys and Agas Uta- 
karys, or inferior quartermasters — 
To the Dlvanys Katablarys, or secre- 
taries of the divan — — 

To the Dschiaussys — — 

To the Azna Sityr Settlery ivho serve 
in the treasury ~ — 

To the'physiciaiis of the Sultan — 
To the Messins, or persons appointed 
to aunounct? to the seraglio when the 
Iman calls to prayers — — • 

To the l>is ChasiiaDalaiys, or stewards 
of the crown lands in th^ provinces 
To the Foyeks, inferior s^ervants — 
To the Kge Dugan Dschalery '' — 
To the Miiirmats, or engineers 
To the Jadi Kscliitinerys, or Jewish 
physicians of the seraglio ; (ll^e physi- 
cians of the S'uluin are always Turks) 

To tlie privates of the cavalry, or 
Sipalijs — — — 
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To tl)e Kaj>idgrs, in number lf)()0 
To the Ds<‘l^;no'lans of the seraglio 
To the MuLbak Emini, who is ap- 
pointed to keep tlic register and joiiiiKil 
of the seraglio — — — 

To the inspectors of hay for the Sul- 
tan’s horses, (Arpa Emini) — — 

To the Stain hui Agary, or inspectors 
of wood in Constanlinoplc — — 

To the Pekiinil Emini, or l>iscuit- 
niaker of t1ie seraglio — — ‘ 

Sum destined to keeping the castle of 
Asak in re[)air — — ^ — 

• lo support the foundery in Topliana 
For the annual presents to Mecca, 
and th<! travelling* oxpenccs of him who 
is charged with tTnnn — — 

For cloth to make scarps of honour 
for the Janissari|| who have distin- 
guished themselves — — 

For meat for the Ja^^^baries — 

To the persons who are appointed to 
pray for the Sultan — — 

I'o the garrisons in ISatolia and Ro- 
melia — — — 

To the seraglio in Adrianople — 
To the Be#s on< the coast ; the Tenter- 
Sta, the Tarlar-Sla, the Sullaiii gaiga, 
the Kovitdin of the Tartars, and tl^e 
Beys in Circassia — — 

To the inspectors of ric<e "tind salt, 
and to the so called inspectors of the 
Levant . — — •; — 

To those who are appointed to regis- 
ter and deliver the sheep to the oihee 
destined to receive them ~ — 

For the wardrobe of the Sultlin — 
The females of the seraglio have u 
fixed income, which is received in an 
office appointed expressly^for this pur- 
pose. 

To the ambassadors af foreign courts 
for furs, &c. — — 
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Purses, 

To the officers and soldiers who serve 
in the fleet — — 

Prose Qls of the Sultan at the feast of 
Beyram — — ^ 1000 

Presents on the birfli of a child of 
tlie Sultan * — — -^00 

Salai}^ and animal presents to the 
Mufti — — — 500 

For^the imperial chapel — 25 

For pipe s, tobin'oo, ik-t;. 8cc. — 5 

To the person \yho makes the turban 
of the Sit i tan — — 5 

To him who lias the cliarge of the 
Sultan's turban * — — 2 

To the keeper of the hawks, and his 
assistants — — — 6 

'Ft) the oveuiwei' of the hounds and liis 
assistants — — -4 

'ho the person who presents j>ipcs and 
coffee to the Sultan — 0 

Extraordinary expcnces — — 30 


17 , 1 ) 0.5 


10 , 0()0 

looa 

soa 


l'2,t>00 

17,900 


. 18,411 


(i0,()7O 


Wli'u'li mal vcs about 9 C0,850 pounds, 
steiliug. 


1 liavo given a failldul translation of ftie statements 
which fell into 1113^ bands; but it will be jierecivcd, tliat in 
tliat of the expellees of the state, some important articles 
have been omitlccl; but ^.ven if these were taken into 
account, the income would still be considerably greater 
than the expenditure, and c'onsequcntly, theTnrkisli trea- 
sury might, in the space of a few years, become the 
richest in the world; still there is always a scarcity of 
money in Turkey, and this circumstance, has occasioned 
most of the revolts which l^aye taken place in tlie me- 
tropolis, and ill the provinces. Tlie misphu-cd parsi- 
mony of the sovereign, the constant dilapidations in 
every branch pf the revenue, Kind the iron hand of des- 
potism, which destroys all industry and commerce, have 
cau.sed llie decline, and will, ]>4'obab!y, soon be produc- 
tive of the auihiiilation of a state; which possesses the 
ino-st fertile countries in Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

END OF CAMPIiXUAUSBN's TUAVELS. 
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t Tour ihroni^h Holland^ alon^ the right and left Banks of 
the Rhine, to the South of Germany, in the Summer and 
Autumn of 1806. By ^ir John Carr, of the Hon, 
Society of the Middle Temple; Author of the Stranger in 
Ireland ; a Northe?m Summer^ or a Tour round the Baltic, 
One P\)tume quarto^ pp. 468, price 25. Lon- 
don, Phillips. 


Sir John Carr certainly ranks amongst the most inde- 
fatigable, as well as the most successful, of modern tourists. 
Every year produces some novelty, as the result of his peregri- 
nations; and each of his new productions appears to be as 
eagerly sought after as that which has preceded it. A tour 
made by an Englishman through the country of a belligerent 
power, where the very name of England is, by the crafty policy 
of Napoleon, proscribed, is so novel as to strike one with sur- 
prise at the fortitude of the m^n who should attempt it. But 
Sir John, it seems, was determined to incur some risk in the 
pursuit of fame; au3 being resolved to visit Holland, he adopted 
the stratagem of passing for an American, whom he resembled, 
and whose passport he procured. 

He went over to Uolland 'with two friends, (Americans, we are 
to suppose) in a Dutch galliot, from Gravesend ; and after being 
six days on the passage, came wjthin sight of his destination. 
There was no occurrence worth notice during this time, except 
the devotional attention* of the Dutchman and his crew, who 

CABU.] » 



C Alias TUAVKLS 


consecrated every breakfast and supper by a long and shrill an- 
them, and a still longer prayer. 

After a passage, says Sir John, during which our patience was put 
to a severe trial, we discovered Schouw tin, and soon after the Island 
of (iorec, where the wind begins to freshen, and just before we 
made the mouth of the Maas, we met and hailed a fine large 
fishing sitiack, tlie captain of which t)ur commander endeavoured 
to prevail upon, by the usual and generally successful applica- 
tion of a little money, to smuggle us into the Britd: after a long 
consultation, the captain and crew of tht‘ smack, not considering 
that all was fish which came to their net, refused to take charge 
of us, and to oiir no very pleasant sensations, instead of standing 
out to sea, tacked and returned to the Briel under full press ot 
canvass. A low slimy shore surmounted by green flags and a 
few scanty oziers announced our voyage to be at its clcJ^(‘, and 
xvc entered the river of a country which our Hudibrastic Butler 
thus peevishly describes: 

A country that draws fiA}' foot of wafer. 

In whicfi men li\e as in tlm hold of naturr*; 

Ani\ when the sea does in upon them break. 

And drowns a province, does but spring a leak; 

I’liat always ply the pump, and never tiiink 
'I bry can be safe, hut at the rate they stink; 

That live as if they had been run aground, 

And, when they die, arc cast away and drownM ; 

That dwell ill ships, like swarms of rats, and prey 
t^pon the poods all nations ships convey; 

Anti wiien tlnar merchants are blown u}) and enu I 
Whole* towns are cast away in storms aurl wreck ; 

That feeil like aaiiihaK, on other iishes, 

And serve their cousin gennans up in dishes, 

A land that rides at anchm-v-aud is inofirM, 

In w^luch they do not li\e, hut go aboard.’^ 


The Duke of Alva, witli more wlitmslctilify and less hitter 
ness, observed, ^^that the Dutch, were the nearest neighbours 
to hell of any people on the earth, for they dwtdt the lowest/’ 

DUTCH TELEOKAPn, 

In consequence of the tide bgiiig always very rapid when 
going out, and the wind again falling, we came to an anchor 
in the mouth of the Maas. One of tlic first dejects that saluted 
our eyes, in this state, w^as the telcgrapli, which was in a state of 
uncommon activity, and the glasses of its official attendants 
often came in direct oppositkiii with ours. J’he balls flew up 
and dowm wi^th wonderful rapidity for nearly an hour after we 
anchored, and sufficiently explained tlie motive wliich induced 
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the captain (jf the swnack to return to port. The signification 
of the word Briel, in Dutch, is spectacle^ which is supposed to 
have given its name to this place, on account of the extensive 
view which its buildings comniand of the surrounding country. 
This town is celebrated for having given birth to the illustrious 
warrior admiral Cornelius Van Tfomp. 

In the dead of the night, and in a deep fog, a fishjng boat, 
dropped along side, the master of which told us that the last 
vessel which had arrived from England had been confiscated, 
and all the passengers made prisoners, a^id after this exordium 
offered to conduct us in safety past the guard-sliip if we would 
give him tw'o guineas apiece : and to secure our transit, he pro- 
posed sliutting us nil down in his cabin, under hatchways, for 
that night and the w hole of thp next day, and tlTeii dropping past the 
gLiaid-shi[) inutile evening; during all which time we must have 
sat cilia to knee, and have been infinitely worse accommodated 
than a cargo of African slaves. As we had a aversion 

from being iutiodiiced into the kingdom in this furtive manner, 
we persisted in refusing to quit our vessel, to the no little morlifi* 
cation of oiu captain, who iiuving safely deposited our passage 
nujiu v in a hu ge tin box, was very anxious to get rid of us in any 
luaiiner. 1 Iielieve personal apprehensions induced him to weigh 
the anchor early next morning, and to bear away for Maasland- 
le>s, on the other side of the Maas, where after the captain had 
satisfied the commodore commanding the guard-ships there, to 
whom he was well known, that we all came from Vurei, a httle 
neutral town to the eastward of the Weser, a fast sailing fishing 
boat was piovided to take us up to Rotterdam, a distance of 
tw eiity-live mltf's, at half-a-guineu a head. 

MEaWE ui.vEn. 

(iladly we Imde adieu to our miserable ark, and ^out six 
o’clock in the evening embarked upon the IVlerwe river, a noble 
branch of the Maas, the breadth of which is about a mile, 
lessening but in a little degree as it reaches Rotterdam. Tlic 
water of this river is rafiier foul, its shores are beautifully lined 
w ith villages, farm-houses, and avenftes of trees. A botanical 
gentleman informed me <hut Erynginta canipeMrc, field 
eryngo, so very rare in Kngland, grows in great profusion, and 
wilil, on either side of tjie river, and in most other parts of 
Holland. 

When the night advanced, tile floating lanthorns of the fisher- 
men had a pleasing and romantic cflect, as we glided along with 
a fine breeze ; and a row of lamps i unuifig parallel with a canal 
fc>uppiicd by the Merwe, amjouiiced our passing Schiedam, 
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celebrated throii^bout Holland for its distitieries of geneva, of 
which we were informed there were three hundred before Hol- 
land submitted to the arms of France. 

When the French troops entered Holland as victors, this 
beautiful river, in a season remarkably rigorous, formed a com- 
pact road of ice lor the intautiv, cavalry, and artillery, of the 
invaders: dreadful as the ^vinter was, the French were in want of 
the most iK'cessary articles of cloalhing; even whole battalions 
WTie destimte of shoes and stockings, and centhul.s frcqucnlly 
did duty with no other ('hovering than a tattered blanket, and the 
fragment of a pair of breeches, which time and service had re- 
duced by instalments to little more than a few shreds : yet they 
did not repine. 

When the French^ troops entered Rotterdam, they were quar^p 
tered on the inhabitants, whose goofl opinion, was well 
informed, they soon conciliated by their quiet conducl and 
orderly deprt/tment. I afterwards received the same character 
of the French troops in other parts of Holland, from those with 
whom, I am convinced, they were not very w elcoine visitors^ on 
account of the contributions which they levied. 

LUDICROUS ACCIDENT. 

In the faces of our crew, and the scenery on each side of us, 
before dusk-fall, we saw tliose studies to which the exquisite 
works of the Dutch school have familiarized <'vcry perstm of 
taste. About twelve o’clock we arrived at tlu‘ boom, or barrier 
for shipping at Rotterdam, and here a luckless accident had 
nearly beiallen me. The luggage of the passengers was depo- 
sited in small hokls nearly the length of the vessel, covered over 
with loose boards : the night was dark, and as by the light ot a 
solitary l^mp v\e weie eruteavouring to get at our luggage, a fat 
Dutchman’s wife sprung out of the cabin, in which she had been 
concealed during our expedition up the river, who thinking that 
we were molesting some of her bonnet boxes, in the unguarde d 
violence of lier approach, slipped into one of the holds, tlie 
boards of which had been inadvertently left open by the Swiss 
bridegroom before mentioned, in an irritable struggle to obtain 
his luggage^ the oaths and llowlings bf the poor lady brought 
out her husbat^, a man whofo we had remarked for the unplea- 
santness of his physiognomy and deportment during the voyage, 
and as I stood nearest to his prostrate wife in the act of assisting 
her, he charged me with having maliciously occasioned her suf- 
fering, apd threatened repeatedly to call the watchmen of the city 
and send me and my companions to prison. 

Jt was a long time before i could allay the storm, and dulcify 
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flio temper of ihi^ man, which, considering my situation, re- 
quired some iittlc forbearance and management of feeling. At 
length we got on shoie, and after much dilHculty and perumbu- 
liition discovered a comfortable liolei in the snburijs; tiie gates 
of the city being always shut, and the boom clostrd at elewea 
o’clock. 

Our hotel lay at the bottom of a most beautiful avenue of 
trees, running parallel with the river opposite to the ferry. Oiir 
landlord was very civil, and all his servants spoke French, fn 
the principal apartment was a print of Jiapoleon in his corona- 
tion robes — I afterwards observed similar prints in many other 
houses ill the city. 


ROTTERDAM. 

Many of the principal merchants of llotterdam have country-- 
houses in tli^se doliglitlul suburbs. 1 walked along a line of 
them, and beheld, for the iirst timt^, a specimen the' taste of 

the Dutch in rural scenery: the gardens, upon a level with the 
river, aiul divided from it by a high raised road, appeared to 
iiave been all designed by a iiialheniatician ; but still their ncal- 
ness and luxuriiince left a pleasing impression on the mind. 
Upon every gate, or house, a motto indicative of the mind of 
tile owner, or of the character of tlie place, presented itself— 
of vvliich the following are specimens. 

Vrcocle isinyu Lustllaf 
I\ ac<‘ is my garden, 
laibt cu riibt 
liojK* and repxsc. 

INia l»y Hrutcii 
Aininst out of town. 

Zict op u minder 

Look upon those beneath you, 

N. B, This «vas inscrihccl upon a large 

house that coiiimauded some little c«ltagcs, 

Wei te vreeda .. 

Very couteut, &c, 6ic. 

These inscriptions are seldom used but by opulent tradesmen ; 
amongst the higher classes they arfe considered to be a little 
tinctured with vulgarity, though, as I found, they sometimes 
indulge in them : the villas of the* latter are frequently known by 
names corresponding with those winch are applied to the coun- 
Iry residences of the superior fa*miiies in England. 

In the morning our luggage was inspected by the proper 
officers, who gave iis very little trouble, and were content with 
a trilling douceur. The cntraiy:e to the city, towards the rivgr. 
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throiii^h dic‘ princi}):il gate, called De Nieuwe Hoofds Poort, a 
istrac'ture iniinitcly more elegant than another harrier of this cif\, 
called De Oiule lloofds Poort, is very handsome. 

"I'iie iniiiiodiaU'. Uaiisition from the traiiquillity of the country 
to the !>iisv hum of men was very striking: the canals, >vitl\ 
their mnuerous eiMw bridges, as we proceeded to our city hotel, 
the Miuesclial de 'rurc ime, were lined vvitli vessels of all sort- 
and sizes ; and not\^lth.stanJiiig the war, every one appeared to 
he ( ngaged in soim; active juirsiiit or another. 

Uciore hostilities began, it was no uncoininon circumstance to 
see be tween tbiee aiuf four hundred merchant shi])s, from 
hatgiand alone, I\iug in tlu'se canals and in the Maas; by which 
a vast comnurci^ is carried on with the grt‘alest facility and 
economy, from llio centre to the extremities of the kingdom ; 
and as they comnuiuicaU* with (he Hhine and other large rivers, 
all the productioirs of the earth are conveyed at lilth‘ expence to 
many parts et the continent, in a period of tran(]nillity. 

The number of bcanlihd streets adorned, as is the case 
throughout Holland, with noble rows of trees, is a sjicctacle at 
once novel and beautiful. The trees act as a fan to the houses 
in hot weather, and their leaves are said to inhale \\hat('ver 
incphilic air may arise from such of the canals as are stagnant, 
and to breathe it out again with refreshing purify. 

In a sick chamber, fresh (lowers are y/erc thought sahd)rioiis, 
although, in no very distant time, they were regarded by the 
faculty as extremely noxious. 

The city derives its name from the adjoining river Tlotte, 
which unites with the Merwe, and from the iieig;liboiiiho(id of 
both to the sea, naidcrs the situation of this town very eligibie 
for tiaci(', coimnerce, and navigation. The pleasure- boats of 
some of tlie merchants, which we saw moored o])posite to their 
hous* s/appeared to be very clumsy, and constructed only for 
smoking or napping in: they w’ere broad, high at the bead and 
stern, admiUed only of one rower, and had a heavy cabin with 
moveable glass windows towards the stern. 

One of the first appearances which impress a foreigner on his 
arrival in lloliand is that of the houses, whicli, Imilt of wry 
small bricks, very lofty, am* fillecl with Iqrgc windows, proji cf 
forw ard us they asceml — to such a rage has this unaccountable 
passion for avoiding an iipriglit been carried, that I am sure 
many of them must be two or three yards out of the perpendi^ 
cular: nothing can be more whimsical than the corner houses of 
most of tlie streets. If these houses had not the appearance of 
being perfectly stable, from the freshness of their outsides, and 
from their presenting no fissures, a stranger w’ould be induced, 
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tVon\ apprehoTi'rlon of personal safety, to prefer paddling his way 
III the very centre of their canals, to walking in the streets. JN'o 
scene can at first be more novel and jnteresting than that which 
lloUerdam presents; masts of ships, enlivened by gay stream- 
ers; beautiful stately trees and lofty leaning houses appear 
mingled together, and at one view he sees before him the clia- 
racleribtic features of the country, the city, and the sea. 

nooM-cjiJ 

One of the first place's we visited, continues our traveller, wa^s 
the Boom-quay, or Boompics, uliicli extends along the river, 
about half a mile from the new to the oy head, the two places 
where tlie water enters lb,e city, and fills the canals, which are 
seven in number: this, street is very liroad and truly inagni/icent ; 
and the prospect from it, over tlie river, and the opposite* 
country, highly delightful. Cheyiiev-wallv at Ciielsea is a very 
humble resemblance to it. 

Many of the houses are very noble, and some of th(‘m are 
built of free-stone, which not being the produce of the country, 
must have been brought to the spot at a great expence. In 
Kngland a rage for tixpensive building liad so po.ssessed a man 
vvliom 1 knew, and who resided very fur from the capital, that 
he had many parcels filled with bricks and stomps sent dt>\vu t\> 
his workmen by the mail cotich. 

The Boom-quay forms a line mail for llie iiiludntanls of tl;.e 
city, and is chiefiy the resilience of tiie most ojmlent :<r,d elegant 
• families. An English nobleman. Lord North and (irav, iiad 
many years*^nce a superb house liero, whicii iu* became iiititled 
to 111 right of his wife, a rich Dutcli lad\ . 

ANECDOTE OF BAYlE. 

upon this quay once resided the celebrated Bavle, the author 
of the Historical and Critical Dictionuiv, ami professor of 
philosophy and history at Rolteidani, Irorn winch he was 
removed by the iufiuence of M. Juiieu, who in a violent 
controversy with him, had illiberally misrepresented liis piincx- 
ples, and driven him to great penury. The writings of this ex- 
tiaordinary man are so vcrsatije ‘ and so adapted to every one s 
taste, that he secured renders amongst divines, philo- 
sophers, pliysicians, wits, and libertines in every ]xirt of 
Europe. 

No stranger can visit the Boom-quay without being informed 
that Bayle resided there, and without having the spot w here his 
little mansion stood pointed out to him. It is the noble nature 
of genius to requite the ingratitude of a thankless cqiiiitry, by 
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slu deling upon it unquenchable lustre, and raising it in the rank 
of nations. 

In several parts of the city, memorials of the inroads of the 
Spaniards are traceable, not only in the forms of several of tho 
buildings, but in several mottos and inscriptions in their lan- 
guage, winch are still legible in many of the old buildings, in 
this and in other cities. 

nuTCH j»:ws and bi-ggars. 

The nuiTibrr of Jews in RoUerdam is very great, and many 
of them are of high respectability, and as inucli distinguished 
for tlieir integrity, as ibelr industry and opulence. 

Soon after my arrival I had tlic pleasure of dining with one 
of tlie first families of that persuasion: oqr host, a very amiable 
man, gave us a true Dutch dinner, consisting of nearly fifteen 
dififeient sorts bf fish, exquisitely dressed, and served up with 
vegetables of various kinds. In Holland, in preparing the fish 
for the kettle, the head, and fins, and tail, are gt nerally cut off. 
In this city port w ine is ncarcely ever drank, it is by no means 
gratifying to a Dutch palate. Some was presented to me at a 
dinner where .1 w as, but it was so old that all its flavour had 
evaporated. Tlie principal wines drank are Claret, Madeira, 
and *the Rhine w ines, i found the bread i»^ Holland every 
where excellent, and the coffee every w here bad, 

I soon found that the received opinion of there being no beg- 
gars in Holland is perfectly erroneous. I was fieqnenlly beset 
by the.se sons and daughters of sorrow' or idleness, w ho preferred 
their petition with indefatigable pursuit, but in so gfcv.lle a tone, 
that it w'as evich.nt they were fearful of the police. rh(‘y aie 
abundant, 'Init orderly. It was observed by some English in 
Holland, that a Dutch beggar is too wise to waste his breath by 
asking alms of a Dutchman, and that relief is only sought from 
strangers ; the fact is, there are so many asylums for paupers, 
that a Dutchman acquainted with the legislative provision 
made for them, always considers a beggar as a lawless vaga- 
boml. 

For this reason, and this alone, Charily seldom takes an airing 
in Holland : towards the wielche^J in, the streets, the rich in this 
country 

Resemble sweet Instrumenfs bung up in cases, 

“ That keep their sounds to thems(:lv<?s.” 

• Tumm of At hmut Act. I. Sc, 5. 

In tio country ol‘ its size, are theroimore charitable institutions, 
and at the same time a stronger appetite for accumulation. To 
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make a jo^ood Jbargain is considered by many a Dutchman as the 
highest achievement of the human mind. As a proof that 
l!u‘y never suffer their national animosities to interfere with indi- 
vidrial inltTest, the reader may rely oti the following anecdote. 
In an early stage of the ^st war, when the Dutch government 
rigorously prohibited the^importation of Englisli manufactures, 
some members of the executive body entered into an agreement 
with a mercantile house in Rotterdam, to supply the requisition 
for the cloathing of the French army, by a clandestine importa* 
tiou of cloth from England, and th<i looms of Y orkshire accord- 
ingly <*lothed ten thousand French soldiers. 

'^Fhe same commercial spirit was observed by the Dutch many 
years since to us, when, in a severe battle between the fleets of 
the Republic and Great Britain, during a cessation of the fight, 
for the nuitual accommodation of repairing, some of the officers 
of the Dutch ships actually offered the captains of some of 
ours, supplies of gun^powder at an advancec^ price, in conse- 
quence of understanding that two or three of our ships had 
nearly exhausted their stores of it. 

I IK) where saw, except amongst the skippers, that mighty 
mass of breeches, in which niy expectation had in part cloathed 
every Dutchman's frame : but the appearance of many of the 
men in long flowered waistcoats, and trunk hose, and the 
females in short plaited petticoats, blue stockings, and large 
round silver buckles projecting over either side of the foot, was 
very whimsical. 


HEREDITARY BREECHES. 

Many their dresses are hereditary ; and grandfather, father, 
and son, have in regular succession proceeded to the altar in the 
same nuptial breeches. '^I'heir ejuays are very ejuacious, and 
every where embellished with trees; and the canals deeper 
and cleaner than in any other of the large cities in the 
kingdom. ’ 

In consequence of the features of every street being so similar, 
a stranger finds uiiconimon difficulty in reaching the place of his 
destination, or in returning to his hotel, without a guide. 

• ' 

THE £;«fcHANGE. 

After having secured a bed-room, and deposited our luggage 
at the Mareschal de Turenqe, kept by Mr. Crabb, an English- 
man, who renders the character of a maitre d'hotel eminently 
respectable, by his attention to foreigners of every description, 
and to his own countrymen in particular, by moderate charges 
CARP..] c 
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and exrellrnt acronimodatiorts, we proceeded to tl^e Exchange ar 
two o^cIock, when the merchants assetubJe, 

Tliis building is »n oblong square, with a covered w’alk on 
each side, and is a plain handsome building. It w^as finished in 
1736. I Mas astonished to find it crowded in every part, and 
presenting, in the activity and bustle which were displayed, 
every appearance of a great ct>ininercial country in a high state 
of prosperous tranquillity. In this Babel assembly the greatest 
interest for a successful termination of the negotiation between 
France and England seemed anxiously to pievail; and induced a 
stranger like myself to think that the interests of Holland weie 
pretty closely intertvoven with those of England. 

The arrival of English papers, and of couriers from Paris, 
never failed to excite a strong sensation from one end of the city 
to the other. Upon tlie exchange I saw^ several Englishmen 
transacting business ; and such is the respei't which the Dutch 
bear towards u^, that we soon found the suspicion of out 
being English rather increased than damped the civilities we ex* 
perienced. 

As Rotterdam may be consideretl, as Bonaparte has recently 
described the city of Hamburg, a/we ivV/e yfng/aise, in conse* 
quence of so many English families having settled there befou* 
the revolution, and also of the proximity of its port to EngLnd. 
it w^Qs with surprise I found that the new' ruler and form of 
government were so populai as they are in this city. 

In the years 1794 and 1795 the progress of the French arms 
excited uncommon consternation in this city, in which a higlu i 
veneration for the stadtholderian govcnmicnt, as established uiidti 
the induence of England and Prussia in ITS?? existed, than in 
any other city in the United Provinces. 

A short lime before we visited Rotterdam, we heard that the 
king and queen had visited that city, the only one which they had 
then honoured widi their presence, except the seat of the royal 
residence at the Hague. 

Upon their urri\al hi the city, their majesties and the two 
princes, in their carriages, attended by their suite and an escort 
of hjrse, proceeded to the Exchange, where they were waited 
upon by the principal functionaries and a‘ deputation of the most 
opulent merchants of the city* ' Their majesties appeared to be 
much affected by the very flattering manner in which they weie 
received. 

The queen, who is always meiitioiied by thos<i who have had 
die honour of knowing her before and since the w'oiidei ful eleva* 
tion of so mfuiy branches of her family, as a most amiable, en- 
lightened, and accomplished womaq very much giatiileU some 
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the members and the nation at large, by observing upon the 
li]\change: We are deeply penetrated by the cordiality with 

‘‘ which w’c have been received in the country; as strangers we 
could not, and did not expect such a reception ; but we hope 
to remain long enougji amongst you to secure your esteem, by 
doing all the good in* our power." This short address, deli- 
vered with that grace and manner, which, 1 am informed, are 
fio oliiiracteristic of her majesty, captivated all the Dutchmen 
fircseiit, and spread with great celerity through every part of the 
city, and contributed to luite hiA* \ery high iu the public esti- 
mation. 

Fiuni the Exchange their majesties proceeded to the Admi- 
ralty, and were gratified, for the lirst time in their lives, with 
h(‘eing a innii of war, seventy-four, launched ; and after partak- 
ing of a splendid collation, they passed through the principal 
streets in a single carriage, unattended by their body guard. On 
this public occasion, the only external ornanlent which the king 
\\ ore w as the star of the legion of honour. 

EFFORTS OF THK KING OF HOLLAND. 

In the department of the admiralty, the king has edfected 
many wise and salutary regulations, lie has abolished all the 
sinecure ollices attached to it, reduced overgrown salaries, and 
doubled the hours of labour of the clerks, wdio were before 
almost receiving the wages of idleness from the country. By 
this firm and sagacious runduct, the king has already produced a 
siiving to the slate of viiUioits aterlin^ a ^ear, 

Bi*fore the new constUution, which will be given hereafter, 
was finalJj^ adjusted, the king declared, Ahat the national debt 
should he most sacredly respected, and its guarantee forms 
accordingly a permanent feature^in that system, 4nd measures 
have been adopted for its^ speedy liquidation. The king has also 
ciioseii two gentlemen of high respectability from the body 
of the merchants of Kotterdam, to be members of his 
council. 

Before these circumstances, and tlie previous unsettled condi- 
tion of the country are known or reflected upon, it would appear 
soinow hat paradoxical,* that as the interests of the Dutch have a 
bias in favour of England, at^d'as their government is of French 
ronstniclion, the ruler who has been placed over them by events 
little less than iniracnlous, pould ever, and especially iu so short 
a time, have made himself popular ; but to the fact I pledge 
myself, upon the authority of some qf the most respectable and 
enlightened Dutchmen in different parts of Holland, repeatedly 
renewed to me. 


( 


o 
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It is a subject of congratulation with every Englishman, that 
a similar spirit of economy and retrench inent animates the 
minds of the present administration, which, during the short pe- 
riod of its elevation to power, has purified many of the public 
offices of slothful supernumeraries, and has to its eternal honour 
refused to augment the pulilic burthtns by reversionary pensions. 

By such instances of public virtue, and the wisdom, \igour, 
and sound policy, which reign in the councils of his majesty, 
the British empire may ultimately Iriiunph over its enemies, 
or at least be preserved cmirai amidst the geiieiai wreck of other 
pations. 

'I’he king of Holland w^as described to me to n‘si mble his 
brother Napoleon, very strongly in size, complexion, numner, 
thoughtful taciturnity, and abstemiousness : he is a great invalid, 
and has received some severe paralytic shocks in one of hi' arms, 
for which, as well as for the general extreme delicak? state of 
his health, he has' been obliged to visit the baths of Wisbaden, 
and to drink the waters of the Spa ; which prevented his re^ 
innining in Holland but for a very short time, after the consti- 
tution had placed him on tiie throne, and he was absent when X 
was there. 

The king has the reputation of being much pleased with the 
English character, and very fond of the society of Englishmen ; 
a gratification which a series of adverse ciicumstances has pri> 
vented him from indulging in for some time past, 1 remeinber, 
when 1 was at Paris, during the brief pause of war, that just 
gave ** a time for frighted peace to pant,’^ he w^as never more 
happy than when he had one of our countrymen at his spieudicl 
and hospitable table* <• 

KiMILY OF THE "dutch SOVEREIGN. 

The queen is, as she was also described to me, a brunette of 
considerable beauty, inclined to the cn bon point t has a face ex-» 
press! ve of great suavity of mind, and is highly accomplished ; 
she pai ticularly excels in dancing, in which, for the gracefulness 
of her attitudes, she is said to be unrivalled. 1 o this elegant 
accomplishment she is particularly attached, and when she tra- 
vels, is generally complimented, Hii any considerable town where 
she stops for a day or two, with a public ball, an attention by 
which she is always much gratified. 

Their majesties have tw'o princes who are very young ; the 
eldest is called Niapoleon after the emperor. Should the dynas- 
ty of the Bonapartes experience no convulsive overthrow, it is 
generally bclipred that, upon the demise of that extraordinary 
peing, who has pushed so many kiiigscfrom their thrones to make 
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room for the members of his own family, the crown of France 
will devolve upon this child. 

In detailing these few anecdotes, which to me at least were in* 
tercsting, 1 have been induced by a veneration for triiih alone, to 
give a representation which, to such as tlnnl* that noUiing fa* 
vourable, however deserved, should be reported of those with 
whom we are not in amity, will not be very palatable. To an 
enemy, if not generous, let us at least be always just. It is as 
base iu punciple, as it is dangerous in politics, to d( preciate the 
popularity ol a prince with whoni< we are at war, for it obvi* 
ously leads to a iniscalculalioii of his influence upon bus people, 
and of the nature and extent of his strength c^nd resources. 

I abhor fuming a sovereign with ^dulation, more t specially 
the ruler of a country ;it war with niy own j but it is what 1 owe 
to iny country to relate the fact. 

OHARACTKRISTIC PH YSIOC NO*MlES. 

In my way to the celebrated statue of Krasnuis, and indeed 
v\h#'revti I moved, almost every face 1 met looked as if it be* 
longed to a soul more disposed to cultivate the figures of arith- 
iiu'lic, than of ihetoric. X saw none of those sjuightly physi- 
ognomies, which abound in the large towns of England or 
Fiance, full of smiles, of levity, and carelessness, the happy 
owners of which appear as if they basked and frolicked in the 
sunshine of every event. Even the Spanish proverb, thoughts 
close, looks loose, is not observed in this city. An eye 
prone to the earth, a look of settled meditation, and a measured 
pace denote the Kotterdaminer. Yet with these appearances 
il oilaiid +ias not been insensible to that literary merit, in honour 
of which, in other tunes and regions, the Grecians and Uoinans 
raised temples, statues, and constituted public gainPs, to which 
the Persians, the Arabia^ns, the urks, and even the Chinese, 
presented the most magnificent rewards. 

STATUE OF ERASMUS. 

This statue stands upon an arch crossing 'a canal, and is nearly 
ten feet high ; it was finished iij 1^22, and is said to be the c/fc/* 
d'u’uvre of Henry dtf Keiser, a very celebrated statuary and 
architect. It has been said,, that in the quality of the different 
statues which the Dutch raised to the memory of Erasmus, may 
be traced the different degrees of zeal with which his memory 
was cherished by them. — This statue is of bronze. 

In 1640 they raised a statue of wgod; seventeen years after* 
wards, blushing for the little respect they had observed, they ex- 
changed it for one of blue^tone ; and iir sixty-five years follows 
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ins: apotheolhized hini by the noble memorial of their veneration, 
which 1 t:(>uU.‘mplated with eijual admiration and delight. In 
the Spaniards, Vandal -like, shot at the stone statue with 
their ninskets, and thVew it in the canal, from whence it was 
afterwards raised and again set up, by order of the magistrates, 
n])on the expulsion of the Spaniards. 

The bronze figure is clad in an ecclesiastical habit, w ith an 
open book in his hand. Various attempts have at different 
times been iniKie to convert the sage into a turncoat; before the 
revolution which expelled the stadtholder and his family, evfTy 
concavity in his dress was crammed, on certain holidays, with 
oranges; during the hey dey of the republican form of govern- 
tnent, amidst tlm celebration of its festivals, he was covered with 
tri-coloured ribbons, when the juice of, the orange was never 
suffered to pass llie lips of a true patriot ! ! ^ 

Erasmus was very accomplished; he is said to liavc imbibed 
from llans Holbein a fine taste for painting, and to have painted 
several pictures whilsi in the convent at Gouda. 

Amongst the churclies, the only one I saw worthy of notice 
w^as the cathedral of St. Law rence, the towerof which 1 ascend- 
ed, and from its top commanded the greater part of tlie south of 
Holland, 'riie body of the church is very large. The walls, 
like all the rest of the Dutch churches, are saddened over with a 
great number of sable escutcheons, and the floor covered w itii 
nish-bottorn chairs for the congregation when assembled. A 
magnificent brass ballustrade of exquisite workmanship, separates 
the choir from the nave. The church is used for various pur- 
poses ; the synod of the province used to assemble in it the pres- 
bytery of the town ; k was informed he still coiitinues*'to do so ; 
and at the fairs, booths are erected in it. 

Hie only^nonunients worthy of attention, and those merit 
but little, are erected to the memories of Admiral Cornelius de 
Witt, Joliannes a Brake!, and Admiral Korlenaar. A magnifi- 
cent organ has been building for some years in this church : a 
very large but inadequate sum of money has been subscribed for 
this superb instrument, whicli is intended to rival the celebrated 
one at Ilacriem, but much mofe money wdll be necessary for 
that purpose : the object of this liieasure i^ not out of homage to 
St. Cecilia, but from a commercial spirit, that repines at hear- 
ing of the number of persons who flock to Haerlem to hear its 
boasted iustriiiiient, by which cousideyable sums of money in the 
course of the year are expended in that city. 

To the honor of Holhgfid, her seminaries of learning have 
always' been favorite objects with her government; and I «>'as 
well informed, tiiat to the. further p. omotion of this great and 
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Vital source of, llie morals, order, and glory of nations, the king 
has devoted iimch of Ills consideration. 

To the clioirs of this cathedral, the scholars of the charity 
schools of the city, attended by their masters and professors, 
repair twice a year to undergo a piildic examinction, in the pre- 
sence of the principal olHcers of the slate lesidont in the city, 
who are distinguished for their learning, attended by some of the 
clergy. The rector, or first professor, opens fh<? meeting w ith a 
short speech in praise of lAterature mid the Civil Mffi^istraci/ : 
such of the pupils as are about to rcinove to the iiniveisity, pro- 
nounce an oration in praise of some illustrious piinct*, or of 
Erasmus ; on the dignity, ornament, and utility of souiul learning 
to a state ; in praise of commerce and^iiidustiy ; on the baneful 
consequence of passion^ Jind indoh nee ; on fortitude, patience, 
concord, and other moral virtues: they tlun conclude wilh a 
coinpliuiA'jt to tlieir masters for their care of them, and to the 
magistrates for honoring them with tht^r presence ; and iinallv, 
tiike leave of their school-fellows, wlioin they exhort to pnisue 
tlieir studies iiidcfatigably, and to live in amity with each 
other. 

1116 principal magistrates then present each of djom with 
some classical author, superbly bt>und and guilt : the juniors, 
v\ho are to remove to the higher clashes, then come fo^n ard, and 
compliment the magistrates and their musters in a M uteuce or 
lv\o either of verse or prose, ^I bc effect of this ceremony 
IS encreased by the organ playing at its comnieiieonn'n? and 
close. 

The reader will, .1 am sure, says Sir John, be gradfied with 
this brief d^LScriplion of a plan so generative of every good to the 
nation which adopts it. Children, as soon as they can think, 
discover that they art' the peculiar care of their coimiTv ; they are 
taught to respect its iaw'S, and by descanting upon, imitate, its 
most shining examples, and to repay the paternal ilude ol 
government, by becoming useful or oinanu nlal meiiibeis of it#^ 
community. 

Amidst the political storms which liave agitated Holland for 
so many years, more fatal to its ^prosperity than those of the 
ocean, in which it almost appears to float, education has never 
been neglected : to bestow upofl his children decent and ust)fiil 
instruction, has ever formed the anxious care of the Hollander : 
he feels that whilst he trains their minds to habits of investigation 
and industry, he secures to them, under any form of government, 
the sources of support and advancement. 

This general diffusion of useful instruction made Holland 
what she was in the most ishining periods of her history, and 
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whenever its enlightening influence shall cease tp be felt, as a 
comnm*icial country she must decline. 

The very few' instances of cruelty which occurred in Holland 
during the late revolution, have been very justly attributed to the 
happy efl'ects of education. Whenever any disposition to severity 
evinced itself, an appeal to reason and binnanity inclined it to 
forgive: a memorable proof of this statement will hereaft(T 
appear in the account of some of the revolutionary movements 
which occurr('(i at Amsterdam. 

Even an English merc lhint would be astonislu'd to see the 
wonderful arithmetical attainment of stripling clerks in liny of the 
Dutch compting-houses, and the quantity of complicated busi- 
ness which they discharj^e in the course of tlic day, the order of 
their books, the rapiclity and certainty of theit calculation, 
according to the commercial habits and exchange of different 
countries, and the varicity of languages which they speak; to 
which may be addijd, the great regularity and length of their 
attendance, and the decency and propriety of thi‘ir deportment. 

COIN OF HOLLAND. 

It is with great reiuctaiK e, says our traveller, I approach the 
.subject of the currency of ilollaiid, but as 1 hope to be read by 
some one who may ht*reaftcr visit that country, as much a 
stranger as 1 was to it, it is fit that 1 sliould not omit it ; and I 
hereby apfirize all my chair-i ravelling readers of my intention, 
that tliev may leap over my tabic of coins if they choose so 
to do. 


SII.VRU COINS. 

A doyt. Worth about half a farthing. 

A stiver. About a penny at par. Twelve stivers are gene- 
rally, but not in every part of Holland, considered equal to a 
shilling. This coin resembles a silver penny. 

Dubbeltje, or* two stiver piece. This coin is very convenient 
small change. 

A quarter guilder, or live stiver piece. This coin, 1 am told, is 
very rare ; 1 met with none of it. 

A zesthalven, or five stivers and four doyts. This is a piece of 
base metal, and equal to an English sixpence ; it is very conve- 
nient for an English traveller, on account of its precise value 
being known. 

Schellingen, of various kinds, the size of which determines the 
value, unless they are stamped. 

Six and a half stiver piece. A silver piece, little larger than a 
sixpence, aiul the eighth part of Vi rix-dollar. 
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stiver piece. A larger, but thinner piece than a schel- 
lingcn, iKrji. much ill circulation. 

Ten stiver piece. Worth half a guilder, very scarce. 

l\velve and a half stiver piece. Not much in use. 

'I’hiitcen stiver piece. A Zealand com, and much in cir- 
culation. 

A guilder or florin, or twenty stiver piece. The legitimate 
coin of Ilollandj by which they calculate, and is the best 
silver. 

Twentv-four stiver piece, or half a^rix-dollar. 

T\venl\-six stiver ])iece. 

Twi uty-eight stiver piece. There are many sorts of this in 
Holland : it is usual to receive five iji a lot, eacli of which is 
r equal to seven guildews. 

Thirty sliver piece, ,or dollar. Of the value of half a crowu 
r^nglish, and about that size. 

Thirty-one and a half stiver piece, or half a ducatoon. They are 
rare. 

Forty stiver piece, or two guilder piece. Not common. 

Fifty stiver piece. The antient rix-dollai ; not much in 
use. 

Fifty-two stiver piece, or modern rix-dollar. Much in circula- 
tion — in Amsterdam, and several other places, they will not 
pass for more than 50 or 5 1 stivers. In Zealand they are 
Worth 53 , 

Sixty stiver piece, called a three guilder piece. Much in 
use. 

Sixty-tin ee stiver piece, or ducatoon. Coined when the Spa- 
niards w^re in the country. 

GOLD COINS. 

A ducat. A beautiful coiy, of the purest fine gold. The Jcvv« 
and the brokers generally deal in this coin, fey which they 
receive two or three stivers profit on each. It is thin, and 
remaikubly pleasant to the touch; and as a proof of its 
purity, it will bear to be frequently bent, without break- 
ing. Upon almost every part of tlie continent this coin 
bears a premium, and*is current throughout Europe. 

A double ducat is ten guilders ten stivres. 

Ridtir, fourteen guilders. 

Half rider, seven guilders.. Tliese are current through the 

provinces. 

1 would recommend the traveller to carry with him a suffi- 
cient number of guineas for his return to Enghuid, a« they are 
Carr.] d 
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Scarce and very dear; for twelve guineas 1 paid art exchange of 
*'>,>“4 agio 104 on 14o, or To/. 4!>. Or/. 

No alleratiou has taken place in the legends of the coins of 
Holland. Since the revolution there has been a copious silver 
coinage, but the florin has remained the same for more than a 
century. The old calendar is adhered to, with the slight altera- 
lions rendered necessar} by ii change in the name and spirit ot 
liie government. 

The practica* of vaiis-giving still conliiiues in H(dland. Pre- 
vious to luy going to dine witdi some aeqnaintanec s \^ liieli J made 
at lioUcrdain, i was j>arlicidai ly reminded by a fririid xUio knew 
tile habits of the eountrv, not to forgt t to curry a few tlorins with 
me, as ilic servant \\h<-» opened the door, upon my quilting tin 
Iii’UM', \v(vr.id e>[iecl eitlnr one or (wo of those f‘ieces. "I'lii.s 
abominably m(an practice existed in iuigland in a higlier degree^ 
and still continues in part in the shape of card money.'* 

Jn houses of great resort in Holland, servants are in the hahits 
of purchasing tlu ir plaet s of their masters free of v^ ages, solely 
for the doueeurs which custom rigidly e.xacls from the visitor. 
At one table a fuend of mine^ a thoughtless iCnglishrnan, was 
reminded of his having forgotten the nsuge, by having a quanlitv 
soup poured oier his new coat by accidental deaign. 


VEOETA BLKS. 

In the streets [ was ititich gralifu'd by seeing the fruit and 
vegetable selhis:ilie fruit was ubuudunt, very fresh, and fine, 
and each as is usually to be found at the same season in Mngland ; 
the vegetables are reniartuidy exeellent, and are submitted to 
tlie e\e in tlio cleaiK'^t and most attractive manner. Tin; Duteh 
])Oiatoes arc small, and nncoinmonly good ; 1 think they are, if 
possible^ stq)erior to those of Ireland. 

DUTCH CLEANLINESS. 

The proximity of the houses to the c^mals enables the Dutch 
women to indulge to lire full exter.t of their w ishes, in scrubbing 
anti rnoppiug their passages aud rooms, which they do from the 
lirsl to the last blush of day; indeed, cleanliness in ihclr houses 
is carri' d to a painful excess. All the strong features of an 
Knglish Salurdi^y evening, viz. Drops, pails, scj uhbing-brushes, 
diM< rs, fidleiV eurth, are in active use every hour of the day, in 
Hoband; and a little hand-garden engine is in perpetual requi- 
sition, f^r vvasiiing the outside of the w indow's. 

Bat tiie aqua^errene nymphs to whose hands tliesc right use- 
ful in trunieirts are committed, appear to be so solicitous of re- 
moving every feculent impression of the foot in their white-tiled 
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halN, of giving a brilliant polish to tin* brass knockers, and of 
pres(‘*'ving the furniture of the ror»in8 unsullied, that they fre- 
quently neglect to purify their (»un persons; the chai'iiis of whu !! 
are to be ofltai seen mingled with, if not ob'curcd by, the a(’cre- 
tions of long neglect and inatloition. Sonn‘ Imvellers have ex- 
tended similar remarks to llie higher classes ot 'he female sex, 
but unquestionably with more s])Ieen than trntij. 

I had the Itonor of being acajnainted with Uiany Dntcli ladies 
of respectability, and found them to be very neat in their persons, 
but niy lirst remark too powi ifully applic s to the lower orders of 
the sex : they liave no leisure to attend to themselves. 

I remtanber at Amsterdam u servant was very angry bi'cause I 
would n(»t suffer hcT to wash my bed-room e’'<‘ry day. It might 
be supposed that in a climate which nutot be naturally very humid, 
the natives wouid prefer having dry rooms as long as possible. 

lltllXi: BOATS. 

U]n)n some of the canals I saw 11 bine boats of extraordinary 
dimensions; they wh^re principally laden wiih hardware, and 
tlieir owners and families reside wholly on board, in a suit of 
cabins, generally raised upon the deck, Mhicb in point of coni- 
iiiodions arrungcnicnt, of neatness and comfort, cannot easily be 
.snr[)assed on .shore. Upon the fore and aft part of the deck their 
wiuv is exposed to sale, and below arc prodigious depots of the 
same articles. Tiiese vessels are frequently six moiillis in their 
voyage up and down the Rliinc, in consequence of their stopping 
at those cities or towns situated on its banks, where the owners 
are likely to have a market for their mercliandizc. 

'^riie reader will be surprised to bear that in several shops I saw 
many prints of our illustrious Nelson, in wfiicli the arli.-T, in order 
To pre vent the beholder from doubling that he had lost the sight 
ol one eye in the service of his coiinlry, liad the optic coniplehdy 
leinoved from its socket, <ind left a largi‘ frightful liole, for the 
purpose of illustrating this part of liis heroic liistmy. 

REPORTED STATE OF FR.NJ^CE. 

At an excellent tah/v d'hote^ at tlK‘ Marcschaldc Turenne, says 
Sir John, I had the happiness of meeting several of uiy countrymen^ 
who were rclnrning to England »aflcr a long and most unjust de- 
tention at Verdun ; from them 1 learned that specie' was ahundan 
m I ranee, and that Napoleon scarcely admitted an\ paper to be in 
circulation ; that the roads were no ionger farmed, but by the aid 
ot a small additional duty osi salt, were put into the fiin sl condi- 
tion, and that no toll wliatevcr was* taken in any part of the 
empire. I’liey said, that in point of restriction^ they \>’ere not 
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rigidly Ircitrd, but tlu re wore no boiiiifls to ibe rapac ty of diose 
appoiiucd lo look alter them, particularly of the gens cfarmes. 

COLLECTIONS OF PAINTTNCS. 

Tin colic ctions of paintings in Rotterdam are not numerous, 
but verv Jc cl: perhaps no people upon the face of the earth 
ever dii a more inveterate and immoveable attachim iit to 

every tiro; of native giowth than th#' Dutch, except the Ciiinese, 
W'ho consider the improvement as the penal iiuiovation, and who 
confined a native in iroiis for uie, because he ventured to make a 
boat upon a new coiistruclioA, by which it sailed i aster than any 
other. 

This immoveable adhesion to old customs in the Dnteh, is 
the more siiignlar^ as Iron; tln ir eomnn reial charaeter, the> ha\e 
been in eonstaiit iiv.trcoinse with the nalivt s ol every ipiaiter of 
the gl<d)e, die Y, ri ons j>ro;iiK*es of nliieli the^y Inwe brnredit. into 
their ovn canals, but not for adoption, imitation, or, gt iicaaby 
spcalviiie, for consuiujition, but solely for profitable re-sale. 
Tl»is spirit, or if ^ou like to call it so, this aj/n^r pnh 'nc, is 
strongly evinced in all tlnir eoilections of paintings : in onl> oiu? 
or two privat; e.abinets in Holland are to be found any jiroduc- 
tions ol llu' Italian and V’^enetiaii schools. 

li.(^ finest private cabinet b<dongs to M. Vanderpals, a ri( h 
and very rcspi ctable merchant; it prjncipall) tilled b} the woiks 
of that (h'ljgbtful master Nicholas Berchem, and Lingh bach ; of 
of die former 1 shall give a few striking anecdotes when I reach 
Hatslein, tlu; place of his nativity; of the latter I shall brielly 
speak wiu'ii f describe Frankfort on the Maine, where he was 
born. T'l, \ anderpot, another wcalUiy merchant, has also a 
very large and well seketed colleclioii of the Dutch aitd Fienfeh 
painters. .M. Lockhorst, a gentleman of commercial distinc- 
tion, has alsVj an assortiiKuit of pictures of the same school. 

'riu' proprietors of these valuable productions aic always ready 
wnh the grcitigst politeness to gratify strangers with the sight of 
them. 

Ti.e perfection to which the Dutch and Flemish schools arriv- 
ed, proves that great artists may be formed, without the assist- 
ance of gjcat galleries. 'I he present low stale of the FVench 
school demonstrates, that the most magnificent collection ever 
known, coniaining the rengwneci and exalted specimens of art, 
and opened to die mspection of every one with a becoming spirit 
of liberility, cannot form good artists. The hiaint Jeioine of 
Corregio, and the St. Cecilia of Michael Angelo, have created 
iio*succcssJul disc.rde since their arrival at Paris. 

At Dort, or Dordieght, a city of great antiquity, about nine 
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ipilcs fi om Koai rdani, resides a celebrated artist of the Kamo of 
V':> restate, about lilty ; he is jasily celebrated for Ins caudle^ 
bj^br. subji cts, which are inasleily — one of bis works, a school by 
candh'hght, atid a nuniber of ciiildreii, is spoken of as truly ex- 
quisite. On account of his eves growing weak, he has altered 
Ills luaniKuy and at present contines hiinseli' to large figures, por- 
traits, and coiivta’salions. 

As i was iiiioriocd there was nothing very attractive a* Uort, 
I did not visit tiiat City; it is however i'ainous for having given 
bii lh to several able uien. John Gerard V ossins studied there ia 
lo2 7, and wrote a great number os h anied works; he w^as tin* 
fatlus" of I'^aac \ ossius, also a nmii of profound erudition. Our- 
Kiiig Clianes huioorously ol)s:‘rv(‘<l of hiai, alinduig to his credu- 
lity and iiihdoiily that he w ould believe any thing but tbi‘ Bible J* 

1 NTRRPOSITION OF PK O v I D r.K fj K, 

Tlic Iftilowing very inU resting and extraordinary circumstance 
oc< lined at l)(»rt in the year which is still liie frequent 

iKuiative of the young and old of that city, w ho i; late it with 
iJiiiigled sensations of awe and de ighl, as an inlerpositioii of 
Divine Providence in favor of a widow aiul lier family of this 
< ity. "riiis woman, who was very industrious, was left by her 
husband, an eminent carpenter, a comfortuhic house wdth somei 
laud, and two boats for carrying merchandize and passengers on 
the canals. She w'as also supposed to be worth about ten thou-?, 
sand guilders in ready money, which she employed in a hempen 
and sail-cloth inauuhictory, for the purpcrsc of increasing her 
fortune and instructing lier children (a son and two daughters) 
in useful branches of business. 

One night about nine o’clock, when ibc workmen were gone 
lioine, a person dressed iu uniforiii, with a inusquet and broiid 
sword, came to her house, and fequesled a lodging*: I let no 

lodgings, friend,'’ said the widow', and besides, I have no 
spare bed, unless you steep with my sou, winch i think very 
improper, on account of your being a perh'Ct sti auger to us all.” 
The soldier then shewed a disi harge from Diesbach’s rt*gimciit 
(signed by the Major, w ho gave him an •excellent cL*aruct<u*), 
and a passport from Compte Muiilebois, governor of ihi da. 
The widow, believing* the stranger to be an honest mun, called 
her son, and asked him if be wbald accommodate a veteran, w !jo 
bad served die republic thirty years with rcpatatioa, vvitii part of 
Ills bed. The young man consented; the solditi was accord- 
ingly hospitably entertained ; and at a seasonable hour withdrew 
to rest, 

Homo hours afterwards, a loud knocking was heard at the 
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street 'ou:.rd thr soldier, who nioud <ofU\ ihwn 

itfiirs, ii'id Lsitucd a! tlic hail door, when tiur blows wtvr 
rrtMattxl, aiui iht' door a!»il0^^t Ijroken h% a s!t‘(h!;r, 05’ 

sot\i(’ hr:p, » inslni' Ar'iit. By (iiis tinir the widow lu.tl ijor (lanuh- 
U rs wriv uiiirli alarmed by lids attac!:, :uul ran ahuo.sl 

frandr ihrfjud'* didVr('nl rr.nt? oi’ ?!»o hou.se, ( xc^lairning Mur- 
der ! M’aii’ai !” 1 he son havinir Joined tlie soItiitT with a ras‘» 

td loaded jv»sto!s, and the latter serewiiiLj; on his ba\onet and 
iVesli piiiniivi; his jnoee, which was chariitd with sln^rs, rte- 
fjucsteii i!>e w(nra n to keep themselves in a hack ro'jm out. of Uie. 
wav of dan;jer. Sooti after the door was hnrst in, two rnltians 
Ciilered, and were instantly shot by the son, w!)o discharged beUh 
Ids pisti-ls at oncen "^iVo ollur associates of t)ie dead men iin- 
jnc‘diate‘y rt tnnud the bte, but without eifecl, wlum the intre- 
])id and Neteian stranger, taking iinineiiiine ailvantage of the 
discharge of their arms, rushed on them lijve a lion, nm one 
througli die hodv with his bayonet, and whilst the other was 
limning away, lodga cl tlie contents of bis piece between Ids 
vsbouldei s, and he dmpped dead on the spot. Tlie son anti the 
stranger then (dosed tin* door as well as they could, reloaded tiuar 
aims, nuuic a good iiic', and watclu'd till da} -light, when tiu* 
weave rs and spinners of the manufactory c:nne to n sunn’ ihcar 
emph^yment, who were struck with horror and surprize at s( eing 
i'our men d( ad on the dunghill adjoining the house, wheie tlu* sol- 
dier had dragged tlunn before they closed tluj door. 

The burgomaster and his syndic attended, and took the depo- 
sition.s of llie family lelative to this affair. I’he bodies w('ie 
buried in a cross-road, and a stone erected over the grave, with 
this inscj iplion: ‘‘ lltne lie the remains of four unknown rufHans, 
w ho deservedly lost pheir lives, in an attempt to rob Tind rmir~ 
dr;r a woithy woman and her family. A stranger who sle pt in 
die iioiise,*"'lo whlcli l^ivine IVovidence undoubtedly directed 
kiiin, was die principal instrument in preventing the perpetra- 
lion of such iiprrid designs, w liicli justly entitles him to a last- 
iiig memorial, and tin* thanks of the public. John Adrian dc 
<^h i< 4>, a discharged soldier irom the regiment of Diesbadi, a 
of M iddleburgh in Z(;aland, and ujiwards of seventy 
ye.i'^^ old, w as the David who sJew two of these Goliaths, die 
rest heiLig kii!<^(l by die son of the family* In honorem, a gra- 
“ titudine ergo, Dei optimi maximi, pietatis et innocentia^ siuruni 
piolectoMs, nraglslialus et concilium civitalis Dortrechiensis 
hoc signnm puni cuiavcre, xx. die .Nov. aiinoque salutis hu- 
inaiue, 178o/’ 

'i'fuj widow prestnted the soldier with one hundred guineas, 
a>id the city settled u Iiandbome pension on him for the rest of 
lua iim. 
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It is mailer of surprize to llie cnuteinplative lrav(‘ller to 
o}>scrve in a comilry appareiiliy so iiifcliiniically moral and rei.^n- 
lar as Holland, the glaring defeats of the most loose and mere- 
trieious government; in the In art of the llnest arc to ha 

found hrothcls surpassing in iniquity all such seals of impurity 
in any other nation, in \\hieh tlic horiihle novelty of tlic most 
savage oppression is united to a publie, licensed, and authorised 
di'^[)lay of vice and piadligacy. 1 mean the spili-ljouses, to one 
of which my lact|ucy de place eonduiLtcd me about Uiw o'clock at 
night, when tiiose scenes of revelry ojx ii. In a street, in :m 
inferior quarter of the town, the sound of fiddles and dancing 
annomicc'd the ajiproaeh to one of these houses: presently my 
guide stopped before one of them, into the saloon i>f which he 
introduced me In pulling aside a curtain drawn before the door, 
near which, in a liitfe raised orchestra, two tiddlers were scrap- 
ing; upon benches at the other taid of tlie room writ* seven or 
eigiit females, paiutial and dressed in all tlieir iincr\, w ith large 
silver buckles, loose mudin robes, massy gilt car-rings, and orna- 
ments of the same metal round tlic betub Most of ibeni looked 
very jaded. As so<m as 1 entev*>d, a bottle of wine and glasses, 
and pipes and tobacco, v.eic^ put before me, for which I paid a 
florin, and which is e<msidered as (he premiuiii of admission, 

^I'liese miserable wretches wa re ail p>rustitut( > and prisoners, 
confined to this haunt of vice, and never sufi’eied to pass its 
tlin.shoid until cnabU'd, out of the wage-> of prostitution, to 
iedeem themselves, Hie way in which tht>y am ensnared info 
diis brolhel-dungeoii is worthy of notice, Hu: keeper of it hears 
ofhoimi girl who is in debt, fietjiK'iilly occasioned by dressing 
beyond her means, to set off her person to advaulaga^ at some of 
the music-rooms or other public^ jdaees: he appa tmehes her, 
pities her, offeis her money to discharge her i] l;ts, advances lier 
more for immediate and* future purposes; she becomes his 
debtor: in a short time he seizes upt>n her person, and bears her 
away to his bagniv), and receives the proliigate produce fd’ her 
disgrace and infamv ; and tiiis scene of coiTipound enormity is 
lolcratiid by the govern menl, and ’has so continued for many 
yt'ais, till time has harciened the cruel jnactice into a cui'lom 
wineli has become inoffensive to*tbe people. 

One of these poor wretclies approached me ; llu' lUTccled 
gaiety of her deportment, so entirely tiiscordaut with the gt'oniiie 
feelings of a mind exposed to scenes of such humiliatiiig profli- 
gacy, was in no little degree distressing : but I observevi slie driiuk. 
the wine I gave her wilh a heavy heart, and some money i pie- 
4ented her with, excited exj)ressions of gratitude, but no eiurv- 
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riojis nf(h light; from Miiith I comiiidt’rf tliatslio (vas moroly iho 
f haiiiu'l through which my present \v<nihl /)ass to her hriitul 
i^aoler ; nn a|'|>r( licjisioii wliicli was ronririiied to nu’ inv. 
larniK v upon in^ quitting this scene of complicated wretched- 
ly S's’. 

J he Dutch are so fannliarized to these scenes, that parents 
fvfHjiunt!} carry their children to tl»ein ; not irom tljc hopc^ oi 
presei NiUg them from ^ iciou.‘' propensities, hy plncin*; heforc th('ir 
e\rs llu' n;j!J‘?( oils and Iri^r^'^riil images of sntferirg jn ofiigacy. 
Sucli an cxpevimciit in morals would be somewhat dubious in its 
opc' ation^^ ; foi ^ice like deformi!}* ceases to disgust in propor- 
tion as it Cvmtenkp!at(,d. Such ideas never enter the sobt r 
brains cf such visitors: ihpy go to spimd an lioiir, which to thern 
is mirthbii, and the poor wretche s 1 I ave iiicnlioned augment 
the ph'as'oes of the scene bv the gaudmes^ of l!>t'ir tineiy, and 
the company add to its vi%acitv, in l!ic beauty of Us plumage, 

they iorgel the d\ing bird.’’ 

'^Idirough considi'rabie interest T was enabled to see the Rasp 
House, or piisoii for male or female culprits: it is a lar>H‘ fpia- 
dranguiai- building ; most of the celN and rooms look towanis 
the yard, whicli is conddc.rably below the level of the, street. 
The food is whok some and abundant, and the chambers are kept 
very neat. I saw in tliis place notliing objerlionabhi hut the 
period allowed to the prisoners for taking exercist:, whicli is infi- 
iiibdy too short and injW:r|Ueiit, each person being allowed to 
walk in the yard only once in ti:e week j the consequence is, that 
few of the prisoners looked healthy. 

IJolIand is jaMly ce lebrated for its pidilic charities, fn [Rot- 
terdam, before the ia:>t war, tlu re was many beiu voleiit insiitu- 
tioiis, some of which have inevitably languished, and otliers ex- 
pired, ill eiiiisi quenee of the political convulsions of the country 
and the usually impoverishing effects of long hostility. 

Ill the .streets 1 was surprised to see the, horse s shod in the 
shameful and clumsy manner they are: the shoe is behind elevat- 
ed to a considerable height, so that the poor aniine.l must suffer 
from tin po.sition into which he is always forced, resembling tliat 
of a lady in a liigh>heeled pair of shoes of the last century. 

LITERARY SOCIETY. 

At rny hotel I was much gratilied hy the whimsical appear- 
ance of a meeting called the Soiidy of k ariclf/ mul L/iJ/j/, 
which was luld there: about eighty J)utclnncn of the middling 
classes <d Jif(* were assembled in one of the rooms, to discuss 
philosophical, but more particularly religious questions: when I 
entered the room, one of their members was addressing the body 
Upon the subject of death, as i was informed. His eloquence 
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n|>|)pnr«'d to bens tlviirjxish ns the cniml opposite]: the motto of tlici 
frntr iiiity \vus ‘well illustrated l>y whnt appeared-— the only 
xorivii/ i s.,vv was iri their pif>es, and ihcir ttnifi/ was effected by 
the fiinits of ibt : ' lobncco, which seemed u> biend them in 
one roni!non uins.-^ of smoke. 

SP:TT I NO-POTS. 

I had p.ot Ix'en two days :u llniul vvilhop' witne.^siag the 
aboiiiiiirthh' custom ot Jiitrodo: iii.» a sp:ttmi;-pot nr'ou the table 
niP'r ditioer, into wliieh, f{ke the kava bowl liSed luw.'wi the na~ 
tive^ of th»' Sniuh-^oa isinnd.s, eaeb j^orse.e. jneseiit v,ho smokes, 
>vl>i(h ut'ucraJiy c ompK lieuds all vduo a e ojeseut, iLse!iarL’‘^’s liis 
s:ui\a, wliich d.eiicate deposit-Tv is liurxied do^Y:^ e.s reguiuriy as 
tlie bou'ti. ^ 

The Diileh tue provdbial for sinolirig. 'i’iie iinv'^eTJt 1 cn-* 
tered any /goffer ! pipes ami lohaceo vver ' introduced, as if 

the waiters \v< ' ni dread ofiov i!n!>ihni;i: .sotiU.' pi stiiential dis- 
ease v/idaoat ti'is sort of fiuidgetion, and i xprc’ssed. uneounnou 
surj^ri e, w hen ihc\ reniaik^ d tliat I deciii)(xl usitjfj'; them. "I'iic 
Dutclii \ ul insist upon it that suiol.iiig is not onl\ as iieeessary to 
pje iu've :heii oonslitulion as pa n! is to piolect die exterior of 
tin ir hoiiS( s from liie effects of tlu ir !uoist eli?nate ; but that the 
vapour invigr ret^s llio mind, winc h moiiuted like an ae:i:*! spirit 
upon a eioud* pours torth iieasnres of retiection with a luiluancy 
liuh t vd* »iisjdrati<ai. 

'i'he I )(t(eh s;n» to an asloui* lumr ^ xpeoee for tin ir pipes,, which 
asrnne aiMfjdli .ss variety of shapes, and are d< corated ^-ornetmies, 
v.itli the most c oxcombical hgines painted on the head or cup of 
it, aeeording to the taste ot its possessor. 

M anv of (lie opulcuU (lollanders use a pipe, the head of which 
is made of a ela\ which is v* r\ rarc'^ and leiind only in I 'lirkey, of 
so bcxmtifu! a c olour, that it is called the JMeerscdiauiiT, i}v froth 
£//'/4e .S7Y/; for this picecr c^f iuxuiy the valuer of eight end even 
ten guineas is frecjuently paid. , 

'J'ho lower orders of society, and many of the higher, carry in 
their poe) ets their |>ipe, a pricker to clean the lube, a piece of 
tinder made in Cjermany from tlie \argc inushroonis growing eii 
old trees, resembling spunge, a small steel and Hint to Kindle the 
fire with, and a box frequently capacious enougli to contain a 
pound of tobacco. 

It is curious to observe how naturally a pipe depends from a 
Diitelniiaifs mouth, and with wliut perfect facility he smokes 
without tlie assistance of either hand : lie literally appears to luive 
been tonned by nature to breathe thruugli this tube, with which 
he rides on horseback, drives in a carriage, and even dances. I 

CAUK.J ft 
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have .seen little bo\s lake lliis Instrument and jutft* away with an 
apparently in.stinctive predilection i’or the transatlantic weed. 
Sinoakina: is a Diitehinan’s panacea, he thinl..s it good in all 
cases, wlielherol consumptions, or plethora, nervous debility, 
or ticry lever : as a it]:i>lica!ary^ tobacco is but little used, cveM 
by the ilshernien, sailt»js, and boors ; and 1 was surprised to 
lind, tiiat in llui social .shape of snulf, it seemed not to have 
many admirers. 

Few would wi.sb to withhold from a Dutchman the narcotic 
enjoyinenl of his j)ipe, wlien th« y relh ct, tliat he .seeks no other 
spe(‘ies ofobli\l<ni lo his <'A»re ; for 1 b{‘]it:ve, notw ithstanding a 
.Dulclnnan's ('nlo;.‘iinn upon Ins pipe, that it produces more oh- 
liviou tiian uj'.|)inilion : lie is srarct iy ever se.vu intoxicated ; in- 
deed, diimkenn(. .s li^eld ui‘[)ar<louabiy infamous in Holland. 
To ket p bad accounts, and to bo seen ine briated, are Cipially 
disgiactuii ; and iieucc the use of \vine.s anej spiri nous liquors is 
much h‘ss in nolland iliun lingland. 

s[.i!]~h >u.ses are not tin* only objectionable instances of 
the abuse ni tlu; gcwc) unu nt, the polic'e ina.ster is suiicred to 
misuse his authoiity to a sirunielVd excess, instead oi‘ bringing 
dclinqiu nis to ju-tiK , ht‘ m the lre(|uent liabil of-pilvutely 
compromising ]>uhii<: (db nre, and putting the money paid into 
bis own p< ( !.el. tiin*; hcioi4‘ 1 was in Kotlerdani, a 

burgher who had bean guilty of adultery, paid twenty thousand 
guilders to this minister of jns' a who thus pai taking of the 
coniuiercud ^j.iiit of his counii), Lccomes a merchant in deliu* 
qin nc V. 

i saw in se’ i lai ? hops a gi cat: number of arti( ies of Fnglish 
inanui i< lure exposed to .-sah*, jjaiticidarly JMane!?ej-t(U' goocis. 
Tile l)ut<. li i!ic:nulac'i;u' llu n* own woollens, and they are cs- 
t<’emed to l>e ve» v good, 'j he black cloth of Holland is veiy 
well knoVvn, uhicii is iidinilVdy <jf a decqier and superior colour 
than ours. The principal doth m irAifacluiTs ar(* at Leyden and 
Iddbmg. 'The;e aiealso very capital and liouiishing uumufac- 
tines u* \e]vet, silk, and carpels, at Hilversom; and those ol 
linen and table cloths, which aie e xquisite at Overyssd; and mi- 
m e ro us piq)er~ mil is . 

I'he population of ItoHerdam is estimated at sixty-thousand 
inhabitaiils. Lpon the whole, it is a gloomy place to Lve in — a 
consLml itcjation of the same canals, bi idges, boats, houses, 
and ligures, will soon damp tb^ sqnrits of a travel er, unless na 
lurally very vivacious. 'I here is no theatre, no place of public 
amusenienl; liutlhe spill -h.ou.scr I have described, wliidi are as 
much, at least to feeling niiuds, not accustomed to them, entitled 
to ibal appciiaiion, as any of our houses of corrcctiou. 
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Here 1 bad« adieu to my compauions anti tViends, ulio pro- 
rtntlud direct to Gennaiiy, where f ))roinis(d tt) rtjoiu them. 
I Was by no jneaiis sorry to follow in\ lactjncy to that (jtiarler of 
the suhurixs where tlie Delft boats set olf evi.j y tw o lionrs, w ith 
iny portmanteau, and to bid adieu to UoieMchnn. Onr treeks- 
ehiiyt lay ready fen* starlimr; at two t>’ej;)ek, a lillle Ixdl fastened 
<n\ the outside of a house whore the director resiiles, annouiK’cd 
tlnil all W as ready ; the hors(‘ was fastened to a wsy louir, and 
rather a thin line, and we slipped ihroui^h the liquid ro »d, sen- 
silj](? of moving only from pasMiigllv ohjoets that lined the sides 
of the canal, consisting for a consulorabhj w ay of pretty houses 
and avenues of trees. 

The treckschu>t is a long barge divided into hvo apartments ; 
tlie after one, called tlu; ruif or roof, (tossessos sup* rior accom- 
modations, and w ill hold from 8 t<» D3 persons, and the otlua* from 
40 to this vessef, wliicli is draw n by a single horse, moves so 
precisely at the ralt' of four miles an hour, that the Dutch alwa 3 '« 
compute by the hour instead of the mile, in llu; ladiin or roof, 
there are four oblique windows, which move up and down, and 
table in the middle, with a long drawcT fdiod with pipes. The 
price is about three-pence an hour ; tills pat is c’nardy oecuj)ied 
l)y persons of a superior coiuiition. So steady is the motion of 
the vessel, that the passenger may read, w rite, or draw lii it 
vvithout interruplioii. 

The treckschuyts preserve an easy intercourse between the 
most distant parts of tlie kingilom, and tin? cheapm ss of their 
conveyance places them wilhin llu^ reach of the most slender 
purse. Every thing relative to thestj vessels is oondneted with 
such admirable punelUalily, that ll»e passemger lain tell to the 
smallest cost in the kingdt)m what his expem es will amount to, 
and to a minute w hen he sliall urrKe at llie eiul of hisjoiirney, hi 
w hicli, if it be long, he carries his provision with him, or pur- 
chases a frugal meal at the* house w lime tlu^ boat stojvs^a h \v nii- 
n;it(\s for that purpose. At those places where t^ie treckschuyts 
Slop on account of the course of liie canal beiiig interrupted, and 
where passengers arc in consequence obliged to quit one vessel to 
go to another, there are feiualcs who otier relrt^shments for sale, 
coiisistiiig of little rolli^and small birds, and slices of cold baked 
.eels, fastened to a small slick. • 

Idle treckschuyts are all under the direction of government, 
and are truly punctual, convenient, cheap, and agreeable. I he 
town of Delft W'as about twelve miles, or three hours distant. 
On the sides of the canal, the surface of the water was frequently 
covered by the Ni/mp/ica alba, a mSgnificent w hile watcr-hiy^ 
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whose expanded and unsullied flowers had a charming effect^ 
particularl;y when intermixed with Mem/ fwt lies yi^/nphoides, 
the yellow-fringed waler-iiliy, which are very uncommon in 
England. 

Vre passed by several sav ing or wood mills, which arc moved 
by wind : the huh ItuM ry or ihcsc buildiii:>.s, ^^l^i<dl I aflerwarrls 
examine'!, is very cm .oas. lijcy were ongiiially invented by Cor- 
Tudlle VanUitgfist. 'The Hies of the mill aielixed.lo a largtj 
beam, which imns on an axis ; in the centre of tlie beam tlie 
|)iii». ipij \\ lie#^ 1 ]A fixed, which impels one immediately below 
it, which b; iixed on tVie middle of a piece of timber, hang- 
ing oil an axis, lo which four perpendicular saws, ten in each 
coHiparimrnt, are fastened, which, as the wheel n volves, are 
elevated and depsevsscd.t 'I wo iron hooks arc fastened at tlie end 
of this beam, vviiich catch a wheel, atid as the saw rises and 
fails, move this wheel one cog: that wheel impel » another, 
wiiich rateJn s into a piece of iron, and draws it towards itself ; at 
th(‘ <’nd of tins iron there a cross bar, which presses against the 
end of the tree, wiiife tlu^ otlicr end is sawing, and gradually 
forces it o n to the teetli of the saws, as they procet d iu 
cutting. 

In (iur trecksclnn t, I witnessed a strong contrast to the *f>iri(s 
and loquacity of the In etuui and Germans ; all was smoke and 
silence, sau* wlieii it yieldei! to a few short sentences, in which 
the Word mi rroze trequenlly met my ear. One very grave el- 
derly genii* man, wlio wore an oiormous curled and jjowdered 
wig, and wlio soiru what resembled Lord Burhdgli in the Critic, 
spoke but once all tlie way, and that was in the following oc- 
ciilar seiiteiice : ttl is goed xoor de man is ook goed coor de 

vrouw — What is ^>od foi the husband is good for the wife 
so similui in miiiiy instances are the Dutch and English languages, 
that soiiut of < -.11 w itlings have observed that bad JCnglish will 
make ver} good Dutch. Mr. Siegenbeek, minister of llie ana- 
baptist t'iiureh at Leyden, and tlie first w lio has uccupied the 
chair for Dutch literature and eloquence in the university of 
that city, in whichj^ by his geniu.s and attainments, he rtfkclslio- 
»our upon his country, has . published a very ingtniious work, 
entitled, f'^erhande/iifg over \ie 'Nedi^rduitsrfic SfcUing — a 
Tr< atise on Dutch Orthography, tending to 1 1 uder it unif orni ; 
this work atid aiioihcr by the same author, called k erhandeling 
over den lo/utcu, or a Treatise on the Influcnee of Eu- 
phony or agreeable Sound, and of the Paciiity of Pronunciation, 
on the orthography of the Dutch language, were, at the insti- 
gation afrd by the able exertions of M. Vander Palm, the agent 
of national education, some years since publi.slied, for the im- 
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|)rovement of .the oatiojial langiiaji^e and poetry. The late Bata- 
vian a;overnment adopted the system of orthography proposed by 
JNl, Siegenbeek, and ordered it to be used by all the offices of 
adiiiiuislration. 


OVTCH LANGUAGES. 

It is genrnilly luuh rstood that the language of Holland is di- 
vided iiUo High and Low i>ulch, whereas there is but one pure 
language, as in England, which is called Neder Duitch, the lan^ 
gnage of the Nethei lands, or of jt^country lying very lo^v. In 
Elollaud, as in every other country, there is a variety of piovin- 
rial idioms ; for instance, a raw native of Eritzeland w^ould not 
be understood at Amsterdam. 

t* 

TRAVELLIN(J tN HOLLAND. 

My ccfmpanions continued srnoaking, and enjoying the de- 
light fal novelty of our aquatic conveyance and the surrounding 

enery. We met several boats, and the dexterity by which the 
line was slacktaied by one boat, to permit the other, which kept 
its t(uving iiitLst standing, to puss over the cord, according to the 
custom which govi rns tl.ns sort of rencontre on the canal, was 
admirable, as also was llie ease and skill with which the skipper 
who has the care of the line throws it up on one side, and catches 
it on the other of a bridge under which the bout is obliged to 
pass. 

At Overdue, a village about three iniles, or one hour from 
Rotterdam, the housl^s arc close to the water, and little children 
were playing upon its very margin without exciting any ajipre- 
hension. lu tins town ilie prospect of a late dinner induced me 
to taste its gingerbread, for which Holland is very justly cele- 
brated. Before every cottage, b?ass kettles and pam^ just clean- 
ed were placed upon stools iu the open air, or were polishing 
under the iiaiids of their fndefatigable owners; and even certain 
utensils shone with such resplendent brightness in the sun, that 
the well-knowui saying which the Ereucli whiinsicall y apply to the 
grave and thoughtful, II ert serieux comme\uic pot de chambre, 
would lose the fidelity of its resemblance here. 

We passed by sevewil curriefes, a very common carriage in 
this part of Holland, the horses in rope has loss, going to and 
from iloUcrdain. In the roof of the boat were some lathes and 
gentlemen, who as well as 1 could discern through the smoke, 
seemed pleased to see me so with their country. The land all 
the way on each side was rich pasture^. On our left, a short dis- 
tance from Delft, we passed a cannon foundery, and on our 
right sorue potteries, wliti^e the Delft china, f^oimerly much 
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prized all over Europe, and which Vandervelt ^nd other emi* 
ntnt artifjls eiiibclhslied with their pencils, used to be niunu- 
t’aotured in jjrcut abundance. 1’hesc potteries, since last war, 
have greatlv declined, to the severe injury of the adjoining 
town. 

Here, as in every inn in Holland, however humble, the guest 
has always the comfort of a silver fork placed by his side, and a 
tiiblecloth of snowy whiteness : in the room wdiere I dined vvas 
a glass china cupboard, and every article within it bore shining 
testimony to its having received a due portion of diurnal care. 
Delft is a large but gloomy town, and as silent as a monastery, 
except in the street immediately leading to the Hague; ujioii 
quitting which, no souudewas to be beard but that of mops and 
buckets: narrow, green, stagnant canals divide piostof the streets, 
which are generally, for some little dislanc<^ before ijie houses, 
paved with black and white marble. However the priiicipal part 
of the town is handsome, having two spacious streets, w ith broad 
canals bordered w ith trees. 

I’he navigation is interrupted from tbe Rotterdam entrance 
to that of the Hague, so that the water williin it, presents no 
very animating object. In this towui turf is principally burnt. 

Although the taciturnity of the place would induce a stranger 
to lliink its population small, it reckons inliabilauts, 

();000 of whom, since tlie war, have been reduced to the class of 
paupers. 1 met with two or three inhabitants who spoke good 
English, and expressed in terms of feeling iniserv, the heavy 
losses and distresses which they had sustained by a rupture w ith 
England ; yet, strange as it may appear, they st*c ni to tliink wxU 
of their new- goveirimtnl, and spoke with gre at esteem of their 
king, of whom they said they yy ell knew, he felt the impolicy of 
a war w itlf England as nuicH as any Dutchman, and that he 
would rejoice at the hour, when the gt;eat political events which 
w ere passing iivthe other parts of the world, w ould admit of a 
reuf;wal of amity and free intercourse with that country — they 
spokt; of tlie government of the Stadtholder with contempt, and 
of I'le Republic with detestation. 

i visited the nevv church, the tower of which is very fine, and 
of a ])rodiglous nllitude, 'Hie first object that excited my curio- 
sity, was the tomb of tl»e immortal Grotius, whose remains were 
brought luu e, after he expired at Rostock, in l()4o, upon his re- 
turn from the court of Christina, Qiveen of Sweden, to this, his 
native city. The tomb erected to his memory, is simple, byt 
handsott)^; it consists of a medallion representing the head of 
this great' man, and a child leaning upon an urn wuth a torch in^ 
verted.^ The epitaph in^Latui is ele^p'ant, and expressive of thu 
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merits and virtues it perpetuates. I regret upon opening iny 
inemorandiunsj'to find my pencil copy of it so etfaced as to be 
unintelligible; of this great civilian and general scholar, Aubere 
dll Murier, who knew him very intimately said, that he was 
tall, strong, and a well made man, and had a very agreeable 
countenance. With all these excellences of body, Ms mind was 
still more excellent. He was a man of openness, of veracity, and 
of h^mor, and so perfectly virtuous, that througliout his whole life 
he inadeli point of avoiding and of deserting men of bad chrac- 
ter, but of seeking the accquaiulaiicc of men of worth, and per- 
sons distinguished by talents, not onlj of his own country, but of 
all Europe, with whom he kept up an epistolary correspondence. 

T he late of Barncveldt is related with great spirit by Voltaire, 
who says, But human afi’airs are evcr^ hecquered w ith good and 
fivil.*^ Mankind are so<iptto deviate from their principles, that 
this republic (IJollaud ; had nearly destroy ed the liberty for which 
she had so bravely fought, and persecution boiled in the blood of 
a people, whose happiness aiiJl laws were founded on toleration. 
Two calvinistical doctors did what so many doctors have done in 
so many other places. Goniar and Anninius disputed most fu- 
riously at Lcydeii, about w hat neither of them understood. This 
produced dissensions in the United Provinces. 

A charming anecdote is related <if the admirable conduct of 
the ^vidow’ of l^arneveldt. Aftei ho had perished on llie scaffold, 
his sons, Itcue and William, entered into a conspii acy to revenge 
his death, in wiiich they were discovered. Wiliiain lied, but 
Kene was taken and coudomiied to die. His mother solicited 
his pardon of Prince M am ice, w ho replied, “ U appears strange 
that you do that for your son, which you refused to do for your 
husband to w bicb she nobly replied, “ KUd not ask pardon for 
my husband, because he was iimojjeiit; I ask it for niy son, be- 
cause he is guilty.'’ 

The view froui the stceyle of this church is esteemed the most 
bi'auliful in Holland, and is remarkably fine and .extensive ; but 
the beauty of the scenery is principally at a diJancCj as the 
laud immediately surrounding the town is ^boggy, dotted with 
piles of w hite turf. The chimes of this church, or as they aj o 
called, the Carillons, are verymuintroiis, consisting of four or 
five hundred bells, whil?h are celebrated for thosweclne s of their 
tones. This species of music iit eutii ely of Dutch origin, and in 
Holland and the countries that formerly belonged to her, it can 
only be heard in great p^fection. The Fi ench and Italians 
have never imitated tlie Dutch in this taste ; we have made 
the attempt in vsorae of our churcliies, but in such a niisen- 
bly bungling manner, that the nerves of even a Dulcli skipp# 
would scarcely be able to endure it. 
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These carillons afe phi^red upon by means of a kitid of keys 
eoitimiifiieetiiig with the bells, as those of the piatio forte and 
etgan do with strings and pipes, by a person called the Carillo- 
Ikcnr^ who is regularly hist! acted ha thi^cience, the labour ol the 
piWctical part of which is very severe, being almost always 
obliged to perform in his shirt wuth his collar unbuttoned, and 
generally forced byexertioii into a profuse perspiration, .^-some of 
Ae keys requiring a tw o pound v to de|>jess tlicni ; after the 

performance, tlu Carilloneuj* is frequently obliged immediately to 
go to bed : by pedals communicating wdth the great bells, he 
i$ enabled with his feet to play the base to several sprightlv 
altd even difficult airs, which he performs with both bis 
handk upon the upper ^species of keys, \vlnch pr(»jccting 
atieks, wide eiongh asunder to be struck with viotv iice and ce- 
forky by either of the two hands edgeways,' w ithouf t?ie danger 

bitting the adjerining keys. 1%? pl^ayer usi s a thu h leather 
covering for the little huger of each hand, to pn ve»U the ex- 
ciiesrive pain, w^hicb the violence oi the stroke, uectsbiii y to pro- 
duce sufficient sound, requires : these niusu i.ms are very dex- 
trous, and will play pieces m three paits, producing tin* tirstand 
second treble with the two imnds on th upix v set of keys, and 
Ifiebase as before described. By this ulveiUioii a whole town is 
entertained in every quaiter of it; that spiut of iudMslry which 
|ler^acfes the kingdom, no doubt origuially suggesUti tins sudo- 
rrtie mode of amusing a large population, witliout making it 
necessaiy for thetn to quit their a\ocatloiw one moineiil to 
enjoy them. They have often sounded to my tar, at a dist- 
ailf^e, like the sounds of a very sweet Irand-organ ; hut the 
w^aiit of something to stop Uie vibration of cacii bell, to pic- 
vent the nptes of one passa^^footn running into another, is a 
desideratum which would renier this son of music still more 
delightful. Holland is the only couiUiy 1 have been in> 
where the sotiitd of bells was gratifying. The dismal tone of 
our owm on soh iiin, occasions, and the horrible indiscriuiinating 
clashing of the bells of the Greek church in Russia, are at 
least to my ear intolerable nuisances. I afterwards learnt 
ffitat the carillons at ArnstCittem’have thr/ 2 e octaves, with all the 
^Mii-tones coiirplcte on the manual, and two octgves in tlic pc- 
dkik*, each k^ for the natural sotiiid projects near a foot, and 
those for the flats «nd sharps, which arc played several inches 
lligher, only bal£$it much. The British army was equally sur- 
pfWd and^died^ by hearing upon tlie carillons of the princi- 
pj|d Afauaar, their fovosite air of God save the 
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liihg** played a masterly manner, when they chtered that 
town. 

ill this church k a feuperb tnomiiheiit raised td the intmory 
6f William the First, tlie great Prince of Orange, in tlie ea-jt end 
of the ehtiroll, which is Memkirculai , and a range df feemicircu^i 
lur pillars support the roof: within these pillars is k large Space 
railed off, and paVed with black and white maible, under which 
is the fainily xtiult of the HoiH>e of Orange ; in the center is the 
inoiuiment, a sarcophagus, on which is placed a marble figure of 
{he above piiiice, in his robes tiftfcr deajh 2 at his feet is a dog, the 
the expression of wdiose couatenance is very much admired j 
above is a marble canopy suppoited by four buttresses of white 
marble, and twenty columns of black and gold in fine stile: the 
ejiilaph, in small obscure characters, isrinscribed upon a tablet 
held by tvVo boys in bronze, and at each corrier of the tomb 
Stands a brdlize figure,* the first representing Liberty with a cap, 
insciibed with aurea /iberatas; the second is Fdititude, the 
child Keligion, and the fourth Justice, not b'ind, but urdeutly 
gazing upon the balance in Iict haiid« Under an ai*ch at the head 
of the tomb is a bronze slaldc df the same ' prince, and at the 
other end a figure of Fame juit taking wing. Llie other internal 
parts of this edifice are adorned With the usual niortnary decora- 
tions in Holland, long sable lines of escutcheons. 1 am as httle 
fond of describing, as 1 am sure my reader must be of reading 
iniuute descriptions of monutnentH; but 1 htite been particular 
here, because the Dutch, w’ith their accustomed frugality, do not 
much indulge in niuiisdleums and statues. In Fi ance, the late 
revolution, in its savage phrenzy, with hands still reeking with 
the blood of the d>ing, tore open die tombs of its princes, and 
their favorites, and disfigured the consecrated depositoiy witli 
the shattered fragments of their TnSfrble mausoleums: {[lat revo- 
lution, which, with the guillotifie in front, and the broken cross 
in the rear, threatened to s?pread over and waste the whole of 
civilized Europe, marched to Holland, w here thousands fiocked 
to its standard : but it there very rarely iiiebri^ted the mind, and 
never overpow'ered the national love of economy; k taught them 
to despise and expel tlieir living princes, but with pious frugality 
they spared the costly asylums of flieir illtistrious dcadi ’ 

Not far from the old church, the tower of which is alarmingly 
out of its perpendicular, is the identical house in which William 
I. w^as murdered by a bigoted hireling of the King of Spain in 
1584* A Dutch inscription*, placed over two holes in the wall 
on the stairs, made by the pistol bullets after they had passed 
through his body, comnuinicates the saVnge cirrumstance. /I'hu 
bigots of Spain celebrated |he murderer as a maitjr, and 
CARK.] F 
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feimily enobled^ and pensioned. A solitary mslanco of 
honors being paid to a regicide. 

The old church had not sufficient attractions to ind^ice me to 
enter it. The tombs of Adiiiirals Tiomp and Heine are tlicrcu 
Opposite the new church, in the great s^juare, is {Uc Stack ur 
Town House, the front of which is extensive, and very curious : 
in this house are some rxcelleiit pictures by Frank Hals, who 
died ill l666 : this artist is justly celebrated for the |)/iauiie3 of 
his colouring and pencilin,r. 

In the council chamber there is a fine composition bv Bron** 
choist, who died in l66f, rcpu‘i»entiug the judgment ( f Solo- 
mon, and another of Christ driving the money < haiigois out of 
the temple; the figures are finely finished, and the auhitecture, 
in which he excelled, tiruly admirable- In the gieat hai! of the 
physicians and surgeons is a celebrated picture by Cornelius de 
Morn or Maan, wdio was bom in this tew'ii, and /\hr died hi 
1706 : the subject of it is a repi csentation of the most celebrated 
doctors and surgeons of his time : it is in the manner of Titian, 
and in high estimation. Michael Jansen Miievelt, who died iu 
]G41, was also boni in this town: he was an admhable poitiait 
painter, and is said to have been in such high repute*, and so inde- 
fatigable, that Sandrart, Descampe, and the authors of the 
Ahregide In Vie its Peintte$ asseit, that be painted at least 
ten thousand portraits, for the smallest of which he never receiv- 
ed less than one handled and fifty guilders, or fifteen pounds. 
In the surgeons’ hall there is a fine picture by this aitist. 

Ill the Spin-hpuse, or Bridewell, were several female pri- 
soners, many of whom had been confined for several jeais, for ic- 
specting the genial laws of nature more than the soU*r law^s of 
the natioHy and some of them, for the same oficnce, had been 
publicly ^and severely floggtd^What a contradiction in this 
government does its Spin and its Spill^houses, present I In ou^ 
place it sanctions prostitutes, and <iu another nnjnisons and 
scourges them! 

PASSAGE TO THE HAGUE. 

The stranger will find nothing to detain him in tips melancholy 
town long. Jn Holland every traveller naturally becomes am- 
phibious; the constant contemj^lntioii pf so much water quickly 
engenders all the inclinations of«a webfooted animal, and he soon 
feels out of his proper element when out of a canal. Bight 
merrily did 1 follow my commissary 'and bis wheelbarrow with 
my baggage through the whole tow'ti, mitil 1 reached the Hague 
gate, when my faymrite conveyance, the treckschuyt, was ready to 
start. The boat^Ml niitg, all the party got on board, and away 
we glided, poeii^meacli side pfus'tbe most lo\Ie> close scenery, 
instead of seei^^ob l|ad beep icpiesentcd to me m Bnglsmcl, a 
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dull i.iouolanoas scene of green canals, stunted wHlows, and 
from a solitary house or two, foggy merchants stupidly gaz^ 
ing ill fixed attention upon ff^og water, the canal was enlivened 
^ Doats of pleasure and traffic continually passing and re- 
^ ri' the noble level road oxh the right, broad enough to admit 
n.’iir or TUT abreast, tiiicKlv planted with rows of fine 

elms, the ‘ii /oib. r of cun ides ,i)d carriages, aod horses, driving 
i: io.se nno- ii* e-t llu. wa , the fine woods, beautiful gar- 

dr. f,c<' ^ liouses, wof two of which were similar; the eceen^ 

ti ’: '.vv i liic little summer v Imngin^ over the edges of the 

the orcusional views of pasture land, seen as I saw 
tl i idev' a ridi, warm sky, formed a tout enscmhle as delight- 
ful i: was novel, and very in/. expressed our approach 
to the ath nee of sovereignty. *i he sii%le ride from Delft to the 
Hngue af.)i hav^' repaid the trouole and occasional anxie- 

ty 1 expnenced in got hig into, and afterwards out of tlie country. 

Ai i the principal country-iKiuses have a wooden ielter-box 
stnuHhJg upon '!i margin oi flu. canal, into %vhich one of the 
boatmen, u})oh iiT trock' .my? bein*^ steered close to the adjoin- 
ir;:' bank, witliote. stopping, drops liio letters and parcels directed 
to die fainiiy vesiditig tiuie. In no part of the continent is social 
ir.:rrcour.«e and communication so frequent, cheap, and cci tain. 

For keeping the cianii-* and roads in repair, turiqnkes are estab- 
lished at proper distances, and the care of their repair is confided 
to directors, who arc always genUemen a* idgn respectability, and 
ft ceivc a fixed salary for their services?. The principal roads are 
kt nt ill a gottd condithin; and, on account of the flatness of the 
country, aie very easy for the horses, but the bye roads arc in- 
tolerably bad. 0 

In the steerage I found three very handsome and well bred 
Dutch young ladies seated, one *of whom spoke I^glish very 
well ; they all insisted upon my being an Englisliman the mo- 
ment I entered the boat : fiow they could think so, the spirit of 
physiognomy, if their be; such a spirit, must explain; for in my 
best hours of health and delight, John Bull would scarcely ac- 
knowledge me for one of his family. * 

My charming compaiiion.s tglked nnicli of Shakspeare and 
Milton, willi both of w'tlom thc^ seemed to be familiar. I \vas so 
pleased with my fair voyageurs, who talked, sung, and laughed, 
with so much talent, taste, and vivacity, that our two hours or 
six miles, the distance frorp Delft to the Hague passed rapidly . 
away, and tempted me not to quit the vessel to visit the village of 
Ryswnck, which Iks about half way, spid is only about half a mile 
from the canal, and, I am told, abounds with beauty and rich^ 
uess of scenery. It is known to the polijical world for the celc^ 
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brated prace concluded there at a little palace of William III, 
called the House of Neubeurg, after a nine years’ war, on the 
QOth September, 1697, between Louis XIV. and the confede- 
rate power‘d, called the treaty of Hysuick. I mention this as a 
guide for strangers who may follow me, and who may no^ be fas- 
cinated fls I was by my situation in the boat, and content with 
the highly cultivated and embellished scenery aromul me, A 
man must be in had humour with nature indeed, who car, pass, in 
the summer^ from Delft to the Hague w'ithout emotions of stioiig 
delight. 

As we approached the Hague, the scenery became more refin-* 
fd and beautiful, and the last light of a setting sun pin pled the 
lofty edifices of that celebrated city: it was quite dusk as we 
passed the wat^ivhouscs, hi wdndi the loyal yachts ate contained, 
the rich gilded carving of which w’as just visible through the 
grated doOrs ; and after gliding along tho siibnibs, which were 
well lighted, though not in this respect compaiablo with London, 
I diseinbaiked, hade adieu to my charming compunions, and pro- 
ceeded with m\ usual attendant, through the grcatoi pa^t of the 
city to the Mai esc hal de Turenne, an excellent hotel, but at a 
most inconvenient distance from the place where the Delft 
b<Tats stop, and where the others for Leydert qr Uaerlcm 
start from. 

The morning after my arrival there was a grand review of the 
Dutch troops, who presented a very soldierly appearance ; that, 
of the body-guard, both horse and infantry, W'as very superb ii^ 
military appointments. I was well informed that the king felt so 
seem e in Ins government, lliat theie was not at this time twenty 
l^rench soldiers in ilv^ country, and that, accompanied by his 
queen, he was attending to his health lit the waters of Wisbaden, 
in the sonrf. of Germany. The French interest, however,^ w^aa 
predominant, and it was indispensably necessary that the passport 
of every foreigner should be couiitersigiied by the Frepch qonsu], 
whc\5e fiat upon all such occasions was linaL 

Tno king had been at the Hague, or rather at his palace in the’ 
^qpd adjoping, only about six W'eeks, in the course of which, I 
Was prcdibly informed, he had displayed uticommou activity and 
ta^lent in tlie discharge of the great dulks of bis station. Alt 
Vmugh ufi'uivalid, he was at his bureau with bis m nisters every 
inorumg at six o clock, which he never quitted until tho business 
of tho day was completed. The poor-laws occupied much of his 
alien i| m, aud they are, I bear, tq undergo a considerable ame- 
iioiation. 1 have alreiidy mentioned his abolition of useless offi- 
ces, sinecures, and ufimerited pensions, the reduction of cxcesn 
aive salaries, aud an extvnsion of ihci^uuc devoted to the service 
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of the state in (jhc pubMc offices. These advantages could only 
be expected to How fiom that vast power which icvolutions, aUcr 
their effervescence had subsided, generally deposit with some 
fortunate individual, wbo, if he has talent and good inclinations/ 
IS enabled to consult the piosperit) of a state, by measured at 
once pre^wpt, summary, and efficacious, unietardtd by forms, 
clashing Intel ests, or hoary prejudices. The first of a new has 
evti this^advantage ovei the last ol an old djnasty. 

Sn John then enters upon an elaboiate investigation of the 
meiits of the last and the present constitution of Holland, which 
it would be quite foreign to our purpose to notice. Speaking of 
Louis thepiesent king, he says, page 150, the king has gisin ge- 
neial satisfaction by the choice be has made oftfte persons he has 
nominated to fill the public offices ; asicl if the wishes of one 
who trespassed a little irregularly upon their shoies can avail, 
the braver fmgal, •and indefatigable Hollanders 'Will derive? 
bappuHss, and, when jxace is restored to Europe, prosperity 
undti then new govcinnunt. 

The revenue attached to the stadtholderatc was nominally 
18,000/. per annmn ; hut by the great patronage and influence 
belonging to it, no doubt u must ha\e been considerably aug- 
mented, as also bj the revenues ausmg fiom other hereditaiy ti r- 
ntones of the stadthohkr ; but aftei all, the income of tbestadt-* 
bolderatc was scaictly sufficient to support the chgiuty of the siliH 
ation, powerful and impoUaut as it list became. ITie king, m 
addition to his revenue, has an enormous piivate fortune : the sav- 
ings which he has < ffceted m the state reconcile the Dntc'h to 
this libeial, but peijiaps not extcssive allowance made for the 
support of bis dignity. . 

How the Hague could be called a \illa|w*u all its meridian 
splendor, is a matter of surpiise : it derived its name from 
s’Ci avenhage, oi the Count’s Wood, on account or a wood 
which formcily grew here? and which formed, some centunes 
since, apait of the domains of the Counts of Holland. Ilje 
following anecdote will shew the simplicit) v\hicli reigned in thiv 
great and beautiful eitj m formei times. V\hen Louisa de C(- 
hgm was coming to be mairied tp Prince W illiam at tlie Eiagtie, 
the Dutch sent an ppen aosl waggon to met t hci, and she entere<l 
the cit) seated o\\ a platik . towards the latter end of Prince JVlau- 
ncc’s dajs, and dunng Fiedtric-Henr^’s lifetime, the Hague 
became a ver) agiet'able plate, and the resort of people of the 
t^ist distmcUoiu 
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, ^Vltm^GS AT THT H^GUT. * 

In my rambles round this city, I was much impressed with the 
elegance and spaciousness of the buildings ; every object seemed 
to have partaken of the spiiitand magnificence of a court. But 
there w^as a solemnity in the splendor. It reminded one; if look- 
ing into a magnificent ball-room after the greater part of 4he com- 

S ny had departed, and the lusties were dying away. If the 
range family had been entitled to sympathy, the sccflie would 
have led me to feel and think for them. Its noble buildings, its 
spacious streets, gracefully <!jiiilt, shaded with trees, and divided 
by canals, the variety of surrounding scenery, its proximity to’ 
the sea, its elevated situation, and the purity of its air, renders 
the Hague the most charming town in Holland. The first place 
1 visited was the palace oY the last of the stadtholdcrs. It is a 
vast pile of houses, many of them someXvh^t ancient, surrounded 
by a canal, without which and a pipe, paradise itself ^^ould have 
110 charms for a Dutchman : over the canal arc several draw- 
bridges ; and the whole has a very pleasing effect seen from the 
spot where I took the view of it. On one side of a quadi angle 
is part of a new palace, built by the late stadtholder, and 
which, had it been finished, w^ould have been handsqpie and 
princely ; but the troubles in Holland have prevented its com- 
pletion. 

In part of this building there is a noble gothic liall, mncli re- 
sembling Weslminster-hall, and very Targe; on each side little 
shops were arranged, similar to those in Exeter ’Change : it is 
converting into a chapel for the king. There were heic formerly 
the prince’s cabinet of natural history and museum of rarities, 
consisting of a tobS^ile collection of shells, petrcfactions, pre- 
cious stones, fossils, minerals,^ and birds. This collection has 
been remdrved to Pans, although, from all I could learn, scarcely 
Worthy of so much tiouble: it, however, furnished the fiist ele- 
ments of knowledge to Camper, one of the most profound ge- 
niuses which the United Provinces ever produced, and also pro- 
fessor Pallas, who has been called the Pliny of Russia. The 
Tiench offered to rc-sell thi^ cabinet to the Dutch goverhfncnt, 
who declined becoming the purrbasers ; a tolerable proof of its 
inferiority. The prince’s cabinet of picfhres was vgij select and 
valuable, and w^as enriched by the productions of 1 itiaii, Hol- 
bein, Rembrandt, Vandvk, Gerard Dow, Metzio, Polemburgh, 
and other illustrioqs artists. Ott the confiscation of the property 
of the exiled Stadtholder, the Dutch government, for the pur- 
pose of promoting the pohte arts, formed this collection of pic- 
tures, of the most valuable in Europe, into a na- 

gaflei^^^ajiart annual suiti for the augmentation of it> 
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and deposited it in a fine suit of apartments in the house in tlie 
woodi where a *director of ability, and assistants, were appointed 
to superintend it: but tbe Fremdi soon afterwaids transferred the 
best of them to that magiificont depot of the fruits of conquest, 
the Louvre at Paris. The first person sent by Napoleon to se^ 
lect for las gallery was unequal to his office, and left some excel- 
lent worA behind him, which, upon a second shaking of the 
tree’' b]^Jnolher and more able inspector, were collected, and 
sent off lo xh^t collobsal cofledor of wojksof art. Amongst se- 
veral landscapes by Veriiet was the finest he ever painted, the 
subject, the waterfall of Tivoli. It^is a curious oil cumstance 
that there is not one fine private collection at the Hague. 

I w’as much delighted with the Voorliout, considered the princi- 
pal street, in which aie many elegant aiahclasrical buildings, form- 
ing complete contiasts to the leaning mercanlik stiuctures of Rot- 
leitiani. fo this stieet the most elegant houses were those which 
formeil) belonged to the Prince Wielburgh, who married the last 
Piince of Change’s sister, and to the Fieuch embassador, for- 
ineily occupied by the British minister : but the most beautiful 
pait of the Hague is the Vjvcrburgh ; it is a vast oblong square, 
adomed with a noble walk or mall, stieweU w'ith broken shells, 
and shaded by avenues of trees on one and on the other bv 
the palace, and a large basin of water c* lied the V}ver, almost a 
quarter of a mile in length, variegated b\ an island of poplars in 
its center. This mall is the place oi fashionable lesort, an 1, on 
the evening of the day 1 saw it, was adorned with several groupcs 
of lovely women attiied in tlie Fiench fashion, which generally 
prevails amongst the geiUtvl faimbes in Holland. Besides these 
iheteare many other verv noble ones, and all remaikablj clean, 
but the canak are almost all of them gi cen and staenant, and at 
this season emitted an unpleasant effiiivia. Heie, as in tsan> citie* 
in France, the aimoiial ensigns of distinguished families, which 
u^d to dignify the front of* their dwellings, have been cut away, 
and many a shield remains despoiled of its quart^rings. Some 
of them, since the new order of things has occurred, liave been 
icstored* Xu a square planted on all sidesnvith trees tlie parade 
is held. 


DUTCH FEMAtES«AND CHILDREN. 

As Lady Wortley Montagu, in h(‘r accustomed spriglitliness 
of style, has mentioned with some appearance of disgust, tbe 
v\hite fidiy faces qf the JDutth woipen, I beg to observe, that at 
the Hague I saw several very pretty females : in general they pos- 
sessed a transparent delicacy of countenance, but as geruTally 
wanted expression. An Ejiglish gentlemifui who had just 
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turned from Italy, wliere be bad been accustomed for several 
years to the warm vohiptuous biunettes of that beautiful country, 
was uncommonly dclip;bltHl with the fair fact's of the Dutch la- 
dies ; but female beauty does not bep;in to expand itself till after 
the imprisonment aiui regimen of the nursta v are pasty^ Pretty 
and health children are rarely to be seen in Holland: itf general 
they look pale and squallid, owing to an abomitiable system of 
rearing them ; they arc accustomed for the drst tw^^" or three 
months to ros[)ire the atmosphere of a roonj, the windows of 
which are never opem d to lyx-eive the fre shness of the morning 
air ; to wash tlicni with refreshing eold water would he consi- 
<ieied as certain infanticidi' ; the* miserable infnril is swathed 
round with flannel rollers, until it becomes as motionless as a 
mummy ; and over ihes^ ligatures llu re is always a vast flannel 
wrapper folded three or four times round the body, and fasKmed 
at the bottom of its I'eet : afterwards for many inonlhs^it is loaded 
with woollen garments, and when at lengtli it is peianittc d to try 
lor whal purpose legs were originally con:»iructe.(l, it is cased in 
an additional wrapping of flannel, to prevent the dreaded conse- 
quences of freely inhaling the salubrious air. 

-As it was sutnm<‘r, I can only speak from information of an 
equally w ild and destructive custom, which obtains in the winter, 
4)f sufFering the children to sit over the chauftepies or stoves, 
which frequently supplants the ruddy tints of health by a white 
parboiled appearance. I saw scv(‘ral of these chauflepics, from 
which the little pots that in cold weather contain the burning turfy 
had been withdrawn, used by the ladies as footstools. AVhilsl the 
men w arm theinsi^lvcs w ith the smoke of tobacco from above, the 
Jadies to recomj)encc,Ahein.selve.s for not using that indulgciice, 
take care to fumigate themselves below, by placing, in the pro-* 
per seasott', these ignited stoves under their petticoats, and resciiw 
ble the glow-worm, which carries his lire in his tail : the cats and 
kitt<‘ns, from the giuiial warmth of the climate, are glad to take 
.shelter in this w arm mysterious sanctuary. I'he ladies and the 
lower classes of females are always remarkably neat about the 
feet ; the pcttieoals of the latter are in general very slrort, clis- 
}day a well proportioned leg, clean blue stockings^ and u slippcl' 
without any heel-piece, or a sabot. 

THE Woon. 

In my w ay to the palace in the Wood, near this square, 1 pas- 
^id by a vast triumphal arch made of wood, painted to imitate 
stone, and adorned witli number of coinplitrientary inscriptioni 
in Latin, in honor of the king and queen, who passed through it 
on the £3d of June when thi'ycnade their public entry ^ and 
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in a vast field adjoining to the wood was a lofty temporary obelisk 
of the same materials, which formed one of the principal objects 
of a magnificent f6te recently given by the French commander in 
chief in honour of their majesties, which was conducted in the 
highest st\le of Parisian taste. The day when I visited the wood 
was remarAably fine — this spot, so dear to the Dutch, is nearly two 
Knglish miles long, about three quarters of a mile bioad, and con- 
tains a fin^ iispla} of magnificent oaks growing in native luxuriance* 
Antony^Waterloo made the greatest part of his studies from thia 
^pot audits environs. The ground uppn which it grows, and the 
country about it, undulate a little, a circumstance of agreeable 
novelty, and the whole is a truly delightful walk, more romantic 
aiKi umbiagcous than our mall of St. James’s, and surpassed only 
by the garden of the Tlmilleries. This flood has bjeeii held sa- 
cred wltli more than pagan piety* War and national want, that 
seldom sjiaiV in their *progi ess, committed no violations here. 
Although the favorite place of royal recreation, yet, in the fury of 
the rcvfdution, not a leaf trembled but in the wind. Phillip JL 
in the great war with Spain, issued his mandate for preserving it : 
hostile ainnies have marched through it witliout otfering it a wounds 
and the axe of the woodman has never resounded in it. Even 
children are taught or whipt into veneration for it, so tliAt’ their 
mischjpvous bands never stript it of a bough. Once, how'ever^ 
it is recorded, that at a period of great state necessity, in 
tlieir high niightinesses sat in judgment upon its noble growth, 
and dooined it to fall : the moment their decree was knowm, the 
citizens flew to the meeting, remonstrated with a degree of 
feeling which did honour to their taste ; and upon learning that 
the object of its doom was to'raise a certaip sum to assist in re- 
plenishing the nearly exhausted coffers of the republic, they 
immediately entered into a contribution, and prerented the 
amount to the ^^bigh and mighty masters^ of the 'sacred 
grove. 

It has been asserted by some travellers, that the Dutch trea- 
sure this spo't more from national pride than feeling, and that 
they are more disposed to presem than to 'enjoy it. T 0 this re- 
mark I have only to offer, that I saw a considerable number of 
equestrian and pedestrian gr6upes,Vho appeared to relish its shad- 
ed roads, and sequestered walks*with great delight. The royal 
residence is to the right at the end of the wood. Upon my asking 
a Dutchman whiefi path led to the ** house in the wood,'^ the 
only appellation by which^ in the time of thestadtholder, it waa 
known, be sharply replied, I presume you mean the palace in 
the wood/' This building is merely fit for the residence of* a 
country gentleman, and hr# nothing pj^ncely abqut it, 
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titc cdntry bqxes at tlie foot of tlie flight of stjyrs ascending to 
til® grand entrance: two tail and not very peipeudiciikr poles, 
from the tops of whWi is stretched a cord, suspending m the 
centre a large lamp, stand on each side of tlie house in fi out of 
the palace ; on tlie left ate the Coach-houses and stabkngs, which 
are perfectly plain, and are just separated from the coi^t-ioad by 
a small stunted plantatKui : there nas a vei} handsome carnage oi 
the king’s in the coach-house, without aims oi c\pheis^'of a pah 
blue colour, which, with slKer lare, is the colour ot ihenev io\al 
lively. The carriage had ^veiy appeal anre ot having been built 
in England. Excepting this, I never betoiesavv a carriage, un- 
less appropriated for state occasions, belonging to any cron iicd 
head on the continent, that an Englishman of taste and opu- 
lence w'ouid be satisiitd with. Even the carnages of Na- 
poleon, built in a city so cedebrated for its taste in design, and 
beauty of workmanship, as Pans, are clufnsy and unpleasant to 
the eyte* Although it was Sunday, the sound of w’orkmen, ac- 
tively ' engaged m modernizing the palace aitei the Pai isian taste, 
issued from almost every window. Some Dutchmen who were 
contemplating the fr<mt of the house, shook their heads at this 
encroachment of the sabbath, in consequence of the internal 
arrangement not being flnished, strangers wire not admitted : the 
walks on the outside of the gat dens are formal and insipid. The 
gardens themselves are handsootel^ disposed, and kept in great 
order, and the whole of the premises is insulated by stagnant ca- 
nals crossed with draw-bridges. 

In this palace, amongst mary other precious works of art, was 
tlie celebrated picture of King William the Third, who ap- 
posuted the famous Godfrey Scalken, when he was in London, 
to paint his portrait by candle-h^ht : the painter placed a taper 
in the bands of his majesty, Whold it in a situation most favour- 
able to the designs of the artist, during which the tallow melted 
and dropped on the finger of the monarch, who endured it 
with great composure, for fear of embarrassing the painter, 
glho very tranquilly cotuinued his woik, without offering to 
■mse for a minute *, it is not mttclt to the credit of the prince of 
Re country to record, that tiiw blunt entluisiasih for his art lost 
floor Scalken the favour of the * court, and of persons of fashion, 
and he retired to the Hague, where be bad a prodigious demand 
forlik small paintings^ 

The ftirnitore of this, wbicli, as vrell as of the other pala- 
ces^ W^as superb, but old fashioned, was sold by tlie French, upon 
the pretence that their arm were directed against the Piince of 
Orange jpersmaally. In tHis palace the Statdtholder and his family 
used to mduli^ bis subteda in that ridicolous custom of catinj? 
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before them on certain citajs ; a custoiti which w^ae a fit appqn<» 
dage to another^ that of keeping dwarfs and fools about the 
royal pei^on. How this stupid usage came tt> be adopted at 
first 'I know not, for one would naturally think that the situ** 
ation letist calcuialed to invspire awe and veneration^ those great 
6upports\of rrualty, amongst subjects towards their rulerSji 
would m3 tliai in whicli a mere airimal appetite is grad* 
fied« I» JEugland such splendid folly has been long discos*^ 
tinued/ 

Upon my return to m} hotel atone o’clock, the dinner houn^ 

I foi^id a very agTcroblc party, composed of foreigners from 
difiertnt counties, and an cxcUl.jit table d^hote : over the 
chimney-pjcce was a <400! equestrian portrait of the famous Duke 
of Cumberland, who lodged at this hous<3 occasionally during the 
campaigns.of 1747 * After dinner, in company with a very 
amiable goiUlemaniike Englishman, whom 1 met at the table 
d'hote, 1 set off in one of the carriages, many of which are al- 
ways readyto convey passengers, for about the value of sixpence 
English, :br Scheveling, a village which every traveller should 
visit, on account of the beauty of the avenue leading to it, which 
is nearly two miles, perfectly straight, and thickly planted whh 
beech, limes, and oaks ; at the end of which superb vista the 
church of Scheveling appears. On the sandy ground on each 
side this avenue are several birch thickets, ai>d it abounds with • 
the Aiera caneavemy Ifippopka rhamnoide$^ a singular dwarf 
variety of higmtrumvulgarc {Vnvei\ the true Amndo epigejf^ 
of Linnaeus (that is, Calamagf'ostis), and a number of heath 
platils, mixed with others usually found in marshes. Scarcely 
IS there so small a spot, where Flora presents such opposite va- 
riety, and w'hich the fluctuating moisture Sf the soil can alone 
account for. Among the rarer species are coiivallaria multiflora ^ 
and polygouatuoii with geutiana cruciata, which !S uot a native of 
England. 


SCHEVEMNG. 

^Tie Dutch value this beautiful avenub*^ much as they do 
their Wood, and care is taken to preserve it from violation. At 
the entrance, in a most rcgmantic i^pol, is the turnpike-gate, w here 
all passengers except the flshermtn of Scheveling, pay a fraction 
of a farthing for permission to enter; and here are stuck up 
Orders threatening with punishment those who may attempt to 
injure in the smallest degree* this consecrated forest. At short 
iuiervais, cautionary iiiscriptions arc placed in conspicuous situa« 
tions,^ to warn the mischievous '^apple •munching urchins” from' 
Suiting the smallest tvyig* 

o ^ 
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Constatitine Huygens, brother to the celebrated mathematiciaTi 
and mechanist of that name, had the honor of designing this ave- 
nue, ill which there are many stately trees, upwards of u century 
and a half old: a terrible storm, which took place a few years 
since, laid about fifty of these noble objects low, to ^.hc great 
grief and consternation of the country. H(Te, and per^iaps here 
only, throughout lloIJand, the traveller may be gratified by the 
sounds of a running brook. The foot paths on each ^s>de were 
crowded with pedestrians of both sexes, in their lioliday c!^^olhes ^ 
and the slanting rays of a brilliant sun flashing through the openings 
in the branches of the limes', beech trees, and oaks, upon a erowd 
of merry faces, jolting in the most whimsical car^s and waggons, 
to their favourite spot of carousal, had a very jfleasing and pic- 
turesque effect. ,, 

The village is very neat and pretty; at the end of the vista, 
large sand-hills rising near the base of the church, preclude tiui 
sight of the ocean, which, when they are surmounted, opens 
upon the view with uncommon majesty. The beach, wliich we 
saw in high perfection on account of its lieing low watiT, is very 
firm to the tread, and forms a beautiful walk of nearly six niik s 
in extent. The ocean was like a mirror, and fishing vessels wert; 
reclining on the sand in the most picturesque forms, just surround- 
ed with water; their owners with their wives and children, were 
parading up and down in their sabbath suits, and the whole sand 
for a mile was a fine marine mall, covered with groupes who 
appeared as capable of appreciating the beauty of the scene, as 
the w orshippers of the Steyne at Brighton, or of the Parade at 
Bath. The Dutch are said to have an antipathy to sea-air; hut 
this I found not to be generally true : certain it is, that they are 
not fond of sea-bathing, otherwise this beach would be crowded 
with bathing machines, and ihocountry above it with lodging-houses. 

WateiMs no novelty to a Dutebmaw, and he prefers, and there 
seems some sense in his preference, bis neat, commodious coun- 
try-house, and his gardens, and alt the comforts of life about him, 
to the pleasure of bathing, and contemplating a waste of waters 
from the windows pf-a cheerless inn or lodging-house. An Eng- 
lish frigate, which Jay off at a considgrahle distance, excited a good 
deal of attention, and added to tlie beauty of the soene. Upon quit- 
ting the beach we enter an inn whioh ovcTlpoked a place of great 
resort, every room of which w^as crowded and filled w ith tobacco 
smoke. The state of Mr. Fox^s health formed the leading fea- 
ture of the political discoufj?^. Herr Fock,” as he was called, 
was frequetitly repeated at every table. Opposite to where w - 
sat, a young JDutch couple were niaking violent love ; they kissed 
and devoured dry salted fish, and dranh punch with an euthH'^^ 
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siasm, wlijch presented to our imagination the warmest associa- 
tion of Cupid and the jolly God. John Van Goyen, who died 
in l(io6, and w^as so Justly celebrated for the transparency of his 
colouring of water, made this spot the frequent subject of liis 
charming pencils Dutch tradition dwells with dehglit upon a 
cock aiui a bull story respecfuig the celebiatod hying cliariot 
wdjicb ndbd to sail upon those lands, and on the suiroundiiig 
country.. It w^as said to have been made by St(^vinus for Prince 
Maui L^e: It is thus described and commented uptm iu a curious 
old d^criptiou of Holland: “ ''riie form of it was simple and 
piaiii/ itiesemhled a boat moved upt»n four wheels, of an equal 
biguflss, had two sails, was steered by a ruddi‘r placed between 
liie two hindmost wheels, and was stO}>t either by letting down 
the sails, or Inrning it from the wind. ^This noble inacliine lias 
b('cn celebrated by niair;r great a.uthors, as one of the most inge- 
nious inventions later ages have produced. Bisliop Wilkins, in 
liis 'rrentisc of Mechanical Motions, mentions several great meu 
who described and admired it. Grotius mentions an elegant 
figure of it in copper, done by Geyneus; and Herodius, in one 
f)f his large maps of Asia, gives another sketch of the like chariots 
used in China.” Incredible as this story appears, ou<; w^ould be 
disposed to think, that a man or Grotius’s celebrity for learning 
and truth, would scarcely have eulogized tlie invention, had he 
doubted its existence. Upon a level, hard^ straight road, unin- 
tcnuj)lrd by trees and buildings, such a piece of ingenuity might 
perhaps prove successful as a inechanicle experiment, but utterly 
impossible ever to be made serviceable. 

The coast of Schcveling is considered very dangerous in rough 
w eather : the spire of the church here and those of Gi avesande 
and Monster, three leagues to the south, ^ serve for land-marks; 
yet, owing to the coast of the prot^iuce of Holland lying very low' 
and flat, they are scarcely disccrnable three or f ur leagues at sea: 
for w ant of sand banks to* break the force of the sea, the coast is 
much exposed, and the fishermen are obliged, after their return, 
to haul their vessels on rollers up the beach beyond the water s 
reach ; this labour must be very great, fo« 4 any of them are from 
twenty to thirty-five tons burthen. • 

I'his place has beefi at different periods subject to dreadful 
irruptions of the sea, pjuticularty in tlie year 1374, when it broke 
in, and carried away. P4l houses: Schcveling has its portion of 
historic celebrity, fh difioO, the expatriated Charles Ji. after a 
long exile, . embarked from* this place for Scotland, to which he 
W'as invited, with a promise of assistance in recovering the rest 
Jjis dominions. • 

Ou our return we met grdups of little girls, w'liose short petti- 
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coats and protuberances on all sides, looked A^ery grotesque. 
JVlany of the Dutch girls of the lower order wear ‘twenty or thirty 
yards of flannel tied round llieir hips. In the village is a pauper 
house for the poor and aged, founded in l6l4. On a week day, 
the road from Scbeveliiig is more charactcrislically gqy, Being 
covered with llslnvoineii running and singiiig to the Hague, under 
loads of solos, cod, turbot, &Lc. to which place I returned, highly 
deliglited with my excursion. In the neighbourhood o^f./ihat city 
are severa? iine flower-gai(i<a}3. The passion of the for 

flowers, is \\eii known. 


THi: “PALACE. 

Upon our return to the Hague, we visited a prdacc of the 
ci^flecinti IniTvdiUiry priiv'e ot Orange ; it forms three sides of an 
ohloiig square towards the street ; it \va^ const rling into a public 
office ; behind are some pretty gardens, one of w hich is less for- 
mal than Dutch gardens in general. 1 concluded the day by 
walking round a great part of the tosvn, the whole of vs Inch is 
siirroumled svith avenues of trees, similar to, but not so fine as 
the boulevards of Rouen. In the tish-niarket, the next day, 
1 saw several storks, who were parading about in perfect t ecurity, 
of svhich Uiey seemed to betlioioughly satisfied, and ss ere every now 
and then regaled by the offal of the fish. he prejudices of the 
people hose consecrated these birds on aceoimt of llieiv being 
considered as tlic gardes du corps of rt pubhean lil)erty. Ibe 
Cheeks and Rotiians regarded llicm with peculiar veneration : 
and in Thessaly the detroycr of one was punished with exile. 
iS'o aiiiina] but this discovers any token of fondness for the au- 
thors of its existence after it has attained strength and discriiui- 
nation suflicient to preVvide for itself. The stork is well known 
to evince an exemplary reganbfor its aged parents, whom it de- 
fends from attack, and furnishes with food ; and well did it de- 
userve the Roman appellation of piu avis.'' The Dutch fre- 
quently erect f ames of wood upon the tops of their houses tp 
encourage these llieir favorite birds to build their nests there. 
Perhaps another rea^e^xi why these birds are so niucb cherished 
is that, which renders them popular in Germany, namely ou ac- 
count of their quick perceptiou/of fire, piul the noise they make 
when it takes place. If the Dutch realiv believed that the storks 
could exist only in a pure republic, they must for some time past 
have renounced their credulity^ for iht'se birds have survived the 
visits of the French, and seem to liavt lu) objection to be enroll- 
ed amoi>{5 the subjects of the new king. It is said that they assem- 
ble at certain periods and 4iold consultations. Certain it is that 
the cjrows itt ISnglawd frequently n^eet with all the appearance 
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of a deliberafe.body. -:\ gentleman of disllnguibhed talents and 
veracity assured me, that he once obseivcd a \asl body of crows 
assembled near his country iioiise, that aitc i- inaldug a great deal 
of Incise, one of thorn moved slowly into tiie middle, soon after 
which the rest foil upon him and pecked him U: death. The 
quails are another s[>tTies of privileged birds in IJolland, par- 
ticularly fn Gaelderluud, where they are presovv(d with super- 
slitiou‘=«^ T'f * in cages suspended on tlie outsides of the houses. 
I'lie s^.Vau is two inucli uorat<‘d hero, and the raven ts greatly 
che-ri.Jiod at Minegueu. 

"l l/c traveler will be well rcnnnieraletl for his tr(ud>!e lu as- 
Oondfug tile top of llie tow’cr of St. Jacques, iho ordy !dgh <tevo- 
tioiiu! building in the { [ague, except tin; ucw' cliuich : t<'. o!;tain 
permission to do so, it is necx'ssaiy to apifly to tl*o priuclpad inagi>,- 
trate of the police, the reason for vvhi( li prccautani 1 cotdd trot 
loam. Tlifc view from this elevation is exquisiiciy bcauiifui; be- 
low, on one side lay expanded the square, the ventrablc pile of 
the town palace, its superb bason, the noble stn els leading to- 
ward the wood, and the spires of dLstaat villages fullug in the 
mist of the liorizon ; whilst, on the other side, sin (ched tiie ave- 
nues of Schevciing, terminated by the blue and ,s|)arkling oct an. 

A whiinsioal little penalty follow'cd this gratilication : at the 
hotel were 1 resided, a Dutch waiter allendcd me, who 5n][>o.scfi 
upon his master to believe that he spoke English very fuu nlly, in 
consequence of which he was selected to wait upon all LngliKh 
and American visitors : the English language of this personage 
was a ridiculous collection of the heads, legs, wings, and tails of 
the English words, and mingled together with all the confusion 
of a giblet-pye. Upon my expressing to tl^is lii[>pant gt'ntJcsnau 
iny w ish to ascend tlie tozcei* of the church, lie said, intci rupting 
me, de roq/ de roofj^ I acquiesced and aw^ay lie t!ii\v ; about 
an hour afterwards he returned in high perspiration with a 
billet, which instead of proving to be an order to view tlie town 
and country from the roof of the tower, was an ac^nowk d'gtneut 
of money for the ru^ of the treckschuyt for Leyden the day fol- 
lowing, viz. the whole of the cabin he hacT^igaged and paid the 
amount of for me. ^ * 

In Holland the bee-hivo of industry,' every available source ofser- 
vice is made use of, so that dogs, and even goats, arc not suffered to 
pick the bone, or eat the bread of idleiiass. Most of the litthi wares 
and merchandizes, and particularly tish, are drawn by the former, 
‘who are properly harnessed lor the occassiori to little carts, w hilst 
the latter are yoked to infantine waggons and cui i icics, to air and 
exercise little children in. Jt is really astonishing to see what 
\eight these animals will drgw after the«i ; nothing can exceed 
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their docililv, and for their labor, the Hollander, TiliO U remark- 
able for his Imnvaiiit)* to the dumb creation, feeds them ajal 
and Jodi’ f 5 them in his house very comfortably. OM'iitg to the 
great care paid to their clogs, the canine madness seldom ap|nfars 
ainuiigst them. On Sundays they art' permitted to refv'esh and 
enjoy tlieniselves, and never shew any disposition to escape fr<»m 
their lot of industry. In their lanns, cows and oxen ale a]wa}s 
used in draft, and display evtay appearance of rec^?i^;ng the 

kindest treatment from their inastcis. 

« 

t 

TUK TIIKAXnr. 

The lln^atre at the TIague is tastefully arranged and supplied 
with a toh*rahle set of J’Vench comedians. '^Ihe centre box i.v 
appropriiircd for the ro5al family, and is <'legantly fitted up. 
Before th(‘, conversion of the rt‘j)ublic into a kingdom, when thc' 
governmi^nt resided in tlie hands of the Batavian (If; ectory, thc: 
ornaments of the box which was allotted to them, n as very un- 
worthy of tln^ rank of the personages for whose accommodation 
it was reserved : a [)iecc of paper, on which was written, Le. 
logis du diiectoire lialave,” and pasted on the box door, alone 
announced the dignity of its destination. I'he usual national 
spirit of cconoiny used to display itself in the Dutch ihcatixi, 
where, to prevent ail useless • consumption of tallow, whenever 
the n\nsicians quitted the orchestra, they Merc bound by contract 
to extinguish the lights by which they read their music. In 
many tradesmens* houses at this day in Holland, winter court- 
ships are carried on in the dark, thc union of warm love and rigid 
ecc’iiomy being considered a very laudable conjunction. 

if we are to give ^:redit to llie ridiculous story Mhich is still 
bellt'vcd at a \illagc called Loosduynen, about three miles from 
the U the ladies are far from being economical in breeding. 
A DuU li author has gone so far as to declare, that he had seen the 
children of the Countess of Hehesberg, and with pleasant 
minuteness describes them to be of the size of shrimps, and 
Jirasmus believed the story. Tho.st^ who j-fcave tlie hardihood to 
to differ from snch'iruHiorities, explain away the miracle by stal- 
ing, that on the tliinl day of Ja/tuari/, thc beggar wished the 
countess, wlio expected to Mc-in every «!iour, might have as many 
cliiidrcxi as there had been days*in the year, and that she on that 
day was delivered of three children. 

The Hague was once celebrated for its many elegant, and 
especially I’or its literary societies ; tlui latter have declimxl, 
•whilst tliose of I Vance have nourished and imjm)vod, amidst the 
frightful llu'iualions of rtwolutionary tumult. Ihasmiis, Grotius, 
and Boerhauve, have c conferred ^mmoilality upon the Ictle s 



49 


THUOUait HOLLAND, &C. 

of If oUandf as •they would upon those of aiiy nation; but ^ the 
literal y giory of the country seems not to liaye spiead lijxjii the 
demise of these iliustiious sages, lioo t, Voudei. and Autoui- 
deSy-are kiK>wn in HoHand, but not out oi it ; and we have heatd 
but fainfly of Huygens, Giaveszande, and Vateh vt-on in physic; 
of V^oet . in jurispruaence, and Buriiian and Groiiovius in the 
belles letl^res. 

1 V. ii»*t mucli surprised that the spk iuior of the Hague was 
pi iin ii >aliy confined to its buihhugs, although it as been so oftcri 
in j/n* limes, celebrated for its ni 5 i;ndir<Mice ami the expenc 
of jb‘j inhaintants : the revolution expelletl its hereditary princes 
dispersed its mddes, and visited every descriptioit of society will 
riiore or hjss distress. However, i was informed by those \vh< 
were enabled to compare, tlint it is* again rearing its liead 
ikfore the revolution, sumptuous equipages ami varjous othe 
ebaraett risfies of polislied inxuiy were displayed in almost ever 
stieet ; and the foreign ministers vied with eacli otlier in costl; 
s[den<l()r: during the operation of that political hurricane scarce 
any oilier carnage was to be seen save a few crazy fiacres, auc 
every servant stript of his livery. At present, society seems tc 
Im retaruiug to many of its original habits, and some handsome 
equipage s ap})etireci in different parts of the town ; yet, upon the 
M liole, the first impression of its gloom was never efiaced* 

.STATE OF LITEEATURF* 

Upon enquiry after the present stale of literature at this place 
I found it was considered at a very low ebb : llic press of tlic 
Hague was once jnslly cedfebrated, but has of late emitted little 
more than a few pamplilets of inconsiderable merit. lidbre 
the revolution there were several r^apital booksellers' shops, ol 
whicii ] could only discover two; the books in their sh#f)s, appa- 
nuilly the remains of decliiijng literary traffic, were neither very 
numerous nor very valuable. The booksellers lj^>riner]y lound 
very ample encouragement in the afifot nee of the court, and many 
potty German princes ,jvho selc'cted t he ^H ague for their resi- 
dence. it has been asserted that as the Teague contained the 
seat of the executive government of the representative bodies 
during the revolution, it lufi’ered^mueh less than any otiier town 
in the republic: bu^ftiis 1 was well i^ssu red was not the case, be- 
cause the commercial towns still derived resources lioin their 
commerce and enterprize, through the Tuediuni of neutral bot- 
toms and other circuitous modes of traffic, notvvithstandiiig tlie 
severity of J3ntish blockades and vigilaqce of Briti.di ctuizers. 

V After spending some days very pleasantly at the 1 Fugue, I pro- 
c^^ed to the Leyden trecksdiinyt, which* lay at a gieat distance 
\vUR.] H 
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from tlic liotfl, where J found, from the blondler of the waiter 
before detailed, that I was considered as a personage of considcr* 
able consequence, on account of my having engaged the whole 
of the riiif to myself, day tvas brilliantly fine, and nothing 

could be more delightful than my passage to Leyden : for two 
miles and a half the left bank of the canal presented an, unbroken 
succcssifni of handsome country houses and highly cultivated 
grounds, which although laid out like so many vejJetSfhle pro* 
blems, abounded with a variety of forms, which, as they wflre clad 
/in luxuriant green, were *.ery agreeable. Many ot thesy spots 
w'ere graced by the acacia and Weymouth pine, to which Xt e soil 
and climate seemed to lie congenial. On the cither side were 
rich meadows, wliose vivid green seemed to rival that of t!ie 
emerald, and corn fields' yellow with harvest. 

ArraoAcn to leydf.v. 

The blunder of the waiter added not a little to the delights of 
my passage, for I sat a solitary grandee upon the top of the cabin, 
without a soul to interrupt the happy frame of miud formed l>y 
the lovely prospects on every side of me. In this agreeable 
manner tlirt'e hours and a half passed aw^ay with feathered fh et- 
ness, and at the end of a long avenue of trees and a line of water, 
the spires and elevated buildings of Leyden appeared. We stoj)- 
ped about half w^ay from the Hague at Levdt hend.uo, a ve ry 
neat pretty village, the neighbourhood of which aboiauls with 
pb'ijsurc houses and gardens. The country as I ajipioached 
Leyden appeared to be thickly wooded, and displa\efl the novel 
variety of a gentle undulation of ground. After passing through 
a beautiful boulevard, and crossing some drawing bridge s, I 
entered the e legant city of Leyden through the white gate, and 
proceedf'd to a very comfortable hotel in the principal street, 
called the Broad street, the length,, spaciousness, and beauty of 
^wdiich entitle}? it to the liigbest admiration: there is no canal in it, 
and the buildings on each side are very handsome, many of I hern 
splendid mansions.^, This seat of learning is considered to be one 
of the handsomest in Holland, and next in size to Amsterdam; 
the entrance to it is tlnongh seven stone gates, at each of which is 
a draw bridge : the towm is surrounded tVith a rampart, and a deep 
broad canal, and is adorned by beautiful %bady w'alks. 'Lhe 
number of bridges in this city is astonishing, they arc said to 
exceed one liundred :iud forty-iive of stone, and railed with iron. 
It htis also many canals, the most beautiful of which is the Kapen- 
burg. It has been compared by travellers to Oxford, but 1 can- 
na.tsee any Resemblance, except in its being devoted to learning- 
and consequently presehting many of those features of medi’a* 
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tion and consequent Iraiiquillitv, Mhich are be found in place?? 
destined to .similar objects: but in its fortification, its buildings, 
streets, and canals, there is unqueslionubly no reseiffblance. 

he channels or gutters of the Broad streel are covered with boards 
which open like a trap door, into which t))e moment any dirt is 
lodged,* It is removed by persons appointed for that purpose; 
and loftv common pumps, with large brass (unaments constantly 
scoureej/and kept bright, are placed in different pai ts of it, to supply 
the inbfiUtants and to purify the street, of which tliev are nbt a 
liltlcv pnnid. The fame of Lucas Van Leyden, made the stadt- 
hou.^L* or town-liali the object of mxnfirst visit; it is a vast gothic 
bLri/jJing, prcscaiting a very long irregulai iVo'it, in a very uncouth 
stile ot architecture, surmounted b\ a small stt cple, which is 
crowded with carillons, and stands in the centre of the Broad 
street. As I ascended the grand staifease, a paiitter was giving 
a finishing touch tq some large stone lions, which by way of 
blending them with the stone colour of the rest of the building, 
be had painted vwidlif red. In one of the apartments, which 
was very heavy and gloomy, I beheld the celebrated production 
of Lucas Van Leyden, or lJugens, who was born here in 
1494, and died in 1533.. This picture is in three divisions, the 
Uyo external smaller ones being made like folding doors, to close 
it necessary over the middle one. Tlie subject is the last judg- 
ment, ior which vast sums of money have been repeatedly of- 
fered to the magistrates of the town and refused. I must con- 
fess 1 Iclt no more pleasure in contemplating this picture than 
what arose from its great antiquity. There was a great number 
of figures in it: tlie females are wholly destitute of beauty, at 
the same time there is a freedom in the outline ; many of their 
limbs appear to bo elongated, and every l^pad seems to liave been 
taken from the same subject, au^ whoHy destitute of expression ; 
however, considering the early period in which the artist flourish- 
ed, it is a very curious anjl valuable product! m. 

In the justice hall is a celebrated picture of Jlarel de Moor, 
who was born in this town in lCf56: the subject Brutus con-^ 
demning his sons, the colouring and finishing which are veiy 
beautiful. De Moor had great and higlHy merited honors paid 
to him by various princes and |fisiiiiguished personages, parttcu- 
Lrly l y the emperor (A Germany, ’'who directed his embassador 
Couui Suigendofl to engage hnn to paint the portraits of Prince 
Lugene and the Duke of Slariborough on horseback, with which 
his imperial patron was so.gralificd, that he conferred upon him 
the honor of knighthood, and nobly rewarded him in a more sub- 
stantial manner for his admirable production : he had also the 
honor of^ painting that ni’ghty savage of the North, Peter the 
Great, Czar of Muscovjsi — Under the picture of 3 
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some elegant Latin verses; there is also a large picture repre- 
senting the bravery of its citizens, who are rendered imnioital in 
the pali^e of historv, for the heroic valour they displayed during 
a siege, v^hich In the year 157S, for five months, visited this 
place with all the horrors of war, disease, and famine. The 
historian can scarcely do adequate justice to these heroes, iifter 
the lS|ianiards had been compelled to raise the siege of Alkmaar, 
they determined upon directing their forces against \Leyden, 
from the trenches of which they were bravely repulsed'^bW Count 
Louis of Nassau, brother tb the then Prince of Orangd; hut 
having been reinforced, they returned to the attack ; whefa llie 
Spanish general. Frauds Valdey, discovering that he couh not 
take the place by storm, resolved upon reducing it by famine, 
and a scene of liorror ensued which baffles the power's of the 
pen to describe. The Spanish Cencral, FiTderic of I'oledo, son 
of the exemble Duke of Alva, repulsed a body of Fuglish auxi- 
liaries who were coming to the relief of the besieged, in conse- 
quence of which the blockade was so vigilantly conducted, that 
the wretched i«ihabitai>ts could derive no provisions from with- 
out. Ill this dreadful dilemma, they drew lots to detennine which 
should fail each day to afl'ord sustenance to the rest witli their 
bodies; and it is said that the spirit of patriotism ran so high, 
that many of tlieiii anticipated this desperate alternative, and vo- 
luntarily slew' themselves to furnish food to their brave fellow'- 
citizens and soldiers. An extraordinary female patriot, of tlie 
name of K«nneva, headed the women, h‘d them to the ramjiarts, 
where they assisted the nearly exhausted soldiery in working the 
cannon, and displayed that enthusiastic courage which great oc- 
casions will generally find lodged in that bosom winch is the seat 
of every gentle, every | tender feeling, and ought only to lieave 
with the tenderest emotions. A|any of them stabbed themselves, 
to assist ir. preserving the survivors, and expiring exclaimed^ 
See, my poor valiant friends, your, provision for the rest of 
the day,’’ But notwithstanding these terrible sacrifices, and sup- ' 
plies of human flesh, many thousands of the garrison and bur- 
ghers perished. The Spaniards, having been informed of their 
situation, again surtummed them to surrender, and allowed a 
truce of an hour (or delibcraViop, during which a consultation 
was held, the unanimous determination Of which contarned the 
follow ing reply : Tell your arrogant general, tliat we shall not 

want the means of lii’e whilst a left ari’n remains upon any 
of our sbouklers, and w ith our right ,we shall continue to fight 
for our liberties to the last.” At length, broken down by their 
frightful situation, and hopeless of relief, after having exhibited 
prodigies of vabr, and the sublimest acts of patriotism and re- 
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siij^ation, the miserable survivors of this ghastly scene of deso- 
lation assembitkl round tlie house of Peter Adrian de Werf, the 
chief magistrnle of the city, a man of great inHuence aixiongst 
the people, and implored Ifun to sanction widi his fiat the sui*- 
render o<* the place ; but this noble being piefcn ing, like Cato, 
to perisli ratlH>r tl)an see his country in tl^p possessio:i of ii tyrant, 
. thus addressed ills emaciated brclhien — My brave comrades! 
cut tliiV^rndy in pieces; it is belter tliril I should dit^ for you, 
tiian lif eiieinv — my wounds disable me from furtiicr service* 

Take courage, let me receive death frfiin your himds, and let 
my rniserai)ie frame' furnish a u ietclA ci ineul for some of you. — - 
me, and may Leyden be vjrtorious, and her glory im- 
mortal T’ J^eeply impressed by such firmness and eloquence, 
liis auditors turnod tlicir haggard couiiU iunices aside, and with 
ibe convulsive energy of expiring nature, rushed again to the 
rampart, and soon aj'ter wards tliey wtirc thrown into an agony of 
joy by the arrival of two carrier pigeons, to wfn>se feet were 
tied stalks of corn and hemp, in which IctU^rs were concealed, 
announcing that relief was at hand. The Dutch coidcderates, 
having no other mode of relieving the inhabitants of Leyden, 
broke down the dykes of the Maese and the Y 'sel, inundated 
tlie Spanish camp, and the beautiful country which surrounds 
Leyden, and enabled Louis Brissot, admiral of Zealand, to send 
many Hat-bottonied bocals, well armed, to the suectau of :lie be- 
sieged. Tins dc\sperat(' nieaeiire compelled the Spanish general 
to evacuate his camp, and to I'etire with such of his artny as did 
not perish by the waters, into their own country. This siege, 
which commenced shortly after Easter, tfis raised the third of 
October, on which day a supply of proviHious was brought to 
the famished inhabitants, who greedily devoured the food, amidst 
tears and convulsive inarticulate ei;clamations to heroen for their 
delivery, and many of them dropped down dead up^n too ra- 
pidly satistying their raverv:>u« appetites. Alter this signal de- 
liverance, the Pfitice of Orange, although suft’iiring under 
vere illness, order^|l„ himself to be carried in a litter l » Leyden, 
to condole with M||||fjexpr ess his admiratierr^ of its iicroie inha- 
bitants : the inteilHIIv, as well as piany scenes which ocenned 
during the siege, must have alForded^ a fine subject for the penciL 
He gave them their opfion of exempted for a certain pe- 
riod from taxes, or of having an university founded in their 
town; when, with noble and disinterested wisdom, they gave 
the preference to the latter. Never did any scat of learning 
originate from a nobler cause : it may be said to have beeu en- 
dowed by tlie blood of the brave. The clergy of l^eyden, in u 
^public oratign, still celebrate the annivcrjsary of the glorious 3<1 
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of October, ill which thte story of the siege, and the delivcraiico 
of the town are feelingly recapitulated. 1 wa^s surprised to 
find that such a subject had not more frequently engaged the 
pencil of the many divine artists w hich Holland has produced ; 
the picture which led me to mention the above story is, in my 
bumble opinion, unworthy of the subject; the tigurcs are badly 
grouped, and express no one emotion which can affect tl^e mind. 
After quitting the stadt'-house, the evening being very finV, I as* 
cended a large mount, which may be considered as a'gi^at cu- 
riosity in Holland, in the centre of the town, where thei e is a 
fine view’ of it ; this monnt'is snrnuinded by a high wall, ahd is 
said to be the scite of a castle built by f lengist, king of« the 
\\^ 3 st Saxons, on his conquest in England, or, what is more like- 
ly, by one of the ancient^ counts of Holland. The tfjwn pre- 
sented a very beautiful appearance from this spot, but it is ndl 
elevated enough to enable the visitor to ,see the surrounding 
country: the fruit-trees in the gardens which encompassed the 
wall were loaded with very fine fruit, particularly pears, plums, 
and apph^s. lliis p)lace is much resorted to, on Sundays and 
holidays, by the citizens atid their families, to smok<^ and enjov 
the beauty of the prospect, and the refreshing sweetness of the 
air. 


THR UNfVERvSITY. 

Ttie next morning I visited the university of Leyden, whicli 
stands by the Rapenburg canal; it is the most veneral^le semi- 
nary in Holland; and, by the great number of learned and fa- 
mous men which it l^s produced, does honor to the lustre of its 
origin. There is scarcely a science which has not been improved 
and extended in this' hallowed seat of learning, which has to 
boast amongst its members the immortal name of the younger 
Scaliger, •"who bequeathed to it his valuable Hebrew library; of 
the two Hensiiw?; father and son; the, former of whom was in- 
vited by Pope/Jrban the Eighth to Venice, to rescue,” as he 
expressed it, that city from barbarism both of wliom 

shone like stars of tjte.first iiiagnitud(3 in e^fc.brancli of grace- 
ful literature ; of Salniasius, ,the profound IH able competitor 
of our iuimortat Milton; pf .Boerhaave, whose consummate 
knowledge of physic, attiiicted . pupils Vrom the most distant 
paits of Europe; and of many other illustrious persons, who 
have shed honor and distinction upon their country and the 
times in which they flourished. The students board in town at 
different lodging-houses, wherever their inclinations or resource^v^ 
may dispose them; they wear no regular habit: when the pro- 
fessors appear ill public, they wear a large black silk, gown, ber-^ 
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ihrcd with velvet, on which the word Leydeir* is worked in 
jMlver, My next visit was to the bolauic garden, rendered im- 
mortal by the illustrious Boerhaav^?, as tliat of Upsal, in Swe- 
den, has been by Lin?:a‘us. Haller says, in. speaking of Boer- 
haave’in the Leyden Botanical Garden, sape vidimus ante 
jiarorain optimum senen ligiicis calceis per fiurtum repentemj 
lit couJmmns et cultuui herljarum perspicerety e/ Jlores fruvtas- 
que ipcc^daretur. We have often seen the good old man before 
tile moniing daun, crawling about the garden in his wooden 
slip/pers, tliat he might immediate!^ superintend the culture of 
ph’iits, and speculate on their flowers and fruits/" 

BOTANIC GARDEN. 

The botanic garden is not very lai^ge; in the time qf Boer- 
haave it must have been small iiuleed,' as its history represent 5 ' 
it to have* been considerably enlarged since tiiat period; in tho 
frontispiece of his Index Iforti L. But. 1710, it is represented 
to be a jK'tty square piece of ground. It now occupies about 
four acres, and is in excellent order: the trees and plants are* 
marked according to the Linnsean system; but it is infinitely in- 
ferior m value and arrangement to the botanic gardens of Upsala 
and of the Dublin Society. Amongst the plants, 1 approached 
with the reverence due. to it, the venerable remains of vegetable 
antiquity, in the shape of a palm, which stands in a tub in the 
open air, supported by a thin frame of iron work; it Is about 
fourteen feet Ingli, and was raised from seed by the celebrated 
Carolus Cliisius, who died professor at Leyden in IbOJ); the 
prolessor who attended me, presented me with a bit of its bark, 
as a Jiule relic. I'his tree and the pot^ in which it gTo>vs, arc 
also figured in the frontispiece of^ Boerhuuve’s Index before men- 
tioned: it there appears to have been about half a# liigh as at 
present, and is said to be the palm mentioueu by LiniiieuM in his 
PiieJectiones in Ordines \aturales Piantarurn, j>. ^d7, fuibli^^hod 
by Giseke in l79-f fd Hamburgh, which LiiinuMis snsprcted to 
be a chama*rop.s, but which, as the iij^euious Dr. Suiiih ob- 
serves, his editor rightly refers to the rhapls llubelli forrnis, Ait, 
IJort. Kew, V. iii. p. 47kL comes from China and Japan; 
there is a tree of this kind, and alxmt as large, in the botanic 
garden at Paris, and another a*t Pisa. In tins garden is also the 
ginkgo of the Chinese, a standard twenty feet higli; Strelitzia 
regina^, Ail. Hurt. Kew, v. i. p. tab. *2. which has never 

yet flowered in any garden out of England ; the olea laurifolta, 
a new species according to Mr. Van Uoyen ; Poyena lucida in 
flower, as large as a moderate hawtliorii Iret^ and thought to be 
handsome ; and a siuf iilar plant iVom the Cape, supposed 
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lo be fin ccliites, with n large tuberous root raised high above 
the surface of the ground, two or three weak stems a foot high, 
and largo dark brown iKnvers. hi the uuiverMty library is Rau- 
wolfs Herbarimn, vliidi is viry niaguificcai, and the plants yveil 
preserved; also Boccunt/s Hej barium of llie plants dt scribed iu 
ids fasciculus Plantar uni, published bv JSl orison at Oxford, in 
lG74; tlicse specimens are very pov^r; Ilcnnan's coileUion of 
Ceylon Plants is also here, wliirh an', a part of the celi^irated 
Ifcrharium, the rest lif winch is at CojH nhagen; also a volume 
of West India plains, belonging to liermaii, wlin li are 'very 
scarce in Iloliaiid, and a tine collection of mathematical in.sf,iii- 
nients ; amongst other.duiigs, a most pure and briliunit }H i>m o{ 
Brazil [H.bble, and a two-indi cube of let land lefracling spar, 
perfectly clear and Iree lium blemislu 

III a very long apartment in the gallery there are son?c busts 
aitd statues in to]cral>le pjescTvalloii, Init of no gu at 'Cabu'; ihc 
best arc busts of Nero and Agrippina, tst rviiins an{i a B.iciims: 
they were prcseiiled trj the aniveisitv bv a citizt n of. the 
"I wm shewn into a small rooin containing some .slidicil l>iids end 
, beasts, which were in very poor condition. The llKalre in r.- 
tomy is very near the liotanic garden; in it i.« a valuable f t i! 
of anatomical and palbulogical subjects. I’lii.s ball is v. i .v ji- 
thv the notice of the traveller, a.s well IpT its valuable < >!» • nts, 
as for having furnished Europe with some of its best phy&cjians. 
Uliis library is celebrated throughout Europe, ibr the nemy va- 
luable specimens of oriental literature with which it abounds, 
exclusive of the books licfore mentioned. Goiiiis, upon bi.s re^ 
turn from the East, and who afterwards lilleii with guat ic‘pu- 
tation the Arabic professorship of the university, has enriclu d 
iliis valuable depositary of leaining with many Arabic, I'urkisli, 
Chaldean, Persian manuscripts. I have before iiicntiontHi 
that Joseph Scaliger bequeathed his valuable collection of lie- 
brew books to ij, Tlie precious nianuscripts contained here arc 
^aid to exceed eight thousand. Since the last war conmienced, 
no addition of English publications has been made to this li - 
brarv, which coi)tain!s the Transactions of the Royal, and Anti- 
quarian Societies of Ijondon, a«(| the Histories of Gibbon, Ro- 
bertson, and Hume. To sulier an inimical disposition between 
two countries to creel a barrier between intellectual communi- 
cation is giving additional barbaii.sm to the ferocity of war. To 
tlie honor of England and France, they have never permitted 
those melancholy conflicts which have so long, and so latally in- 
flamed tlie one agaiiujJL the qtlier, to check the free and liberal 
interchange of philos^ophical discovery aiwl literary investigation. 
^'lril§| respective govi^ rnments haix been engMgcd in recipra- 
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rr*l i^clicair? of Vt'ngeancc, the Jeanicd societies of both colio- 
trics liavc <’onuiiiaie(l with each oilier in tiic laoi^uage of peace 
aud lilx iahfv. 

d’ho kiu'X of Spain lias pi't'setitcd tins liljinrv witli somej lung- 
Tvheent tdlio?, (lesca iptivc oi' thc‘ anurjnititss of i J n ciilaiicnm. 
"Jdui books arf’ |'.i iiici|>:dly I;onnd in tine wliltc* (vacliimait^ and 
aie. trild«^'i and decoiated willi con.sideralile taste* and splendor^ 
Tra : e aro*in this room j:(’veral excellent poi traits of e;nlneni: 
lO'-n N\!io ]iav(‘ beluni'ed to tin,' raivn ^ity, /)r who have been be- 
iK laclors to ir : llu‘ Inaid of tliat fdeJ'.Jint and voluptiioas poet 
.JolKn,;n,'s ^N‘^5:n(lns, who dird at tlie n:»e of tw enty-iivc, distni- 
gnr-.iiablo I'or (iark penotrutiiig t'yc*j, a dust complexion, and 
black haij and hean'i, is very tine. There aie also very inte- 
resting: p^'itvails of Jiums l)ous<', who Jining the siege of Lew- 
d(‘n exhibited tln^ mos^ admirable heroism, by which heactpiiied 
tlu; apjdause of tht^ i^rince of Orange and the government of 
the town; tins hero shone in lettcirs as well a.s arms; also of 
-Icrasmns at difbrent stage's of his life; of lingo ii>onel!i!s, 
painted after death, in winch all the appearama's of mortality 
an; IhadN imitated with ghastly jii’ocision; also of Ibmlei Heiu- 
siius, and a miniature of Sir d homas Mon by Hans Holbein, 
'^idiere are also several nu'dallion likenesses of <iistini3tfisl*e{l En- 
glishmen carvtd in ivory, such as ^liiton, Marvad^^ I cdlow', 
Wickliffc;, Harrington, ^fCc. ticc. executed by aii hhiglisli s^t^fiigee, 
who took shelter in Holland after the overthrow of tlu;"' Ouke 
of iMonmontli’s rebellion. There is a museum of natural his- 
tory, ])rincipally er)]!ecled by Professor Allejnaiul, containiiig 
some line ores, corals, and pebbles, and also sonic ran; qna- 
dnipe<ls aiui ampliibia: also a young ostrkdi in llio egg; tht; 
nautilus w'ith the animal in it, ancUsome pupilicjs. in the ana- 
tomical tlu atre are th.c valuable preparations of y'Vlbinus, Jmongst 
them are specimens of tlie progress of ossification in the hetu^. 
Tins university has also to boast of tlie works ol» Mr. I VstH, 
professor of Jurisprudence, for bis admirable W'oik, entitled 
i'undamcuta J misprudentiai Naturalis. conslitntional re- 

gulations of this university are conci;ived in a noble spirit of li- 
berality. No olfeusive obligation*, qo rt'iigious tests, iu> repub 
sive oallis, are imjnxsed, n*:) insidious atti'inpts at prosci rtism are 
exercised. Youths of every religious persuasion mingle logcllier 
in perfect harmony ; like brothers they aggregate to stud\, and 
not to quarrtd about modes of* faith. Whatever may be the rank 
o( the student, or from wliatever country he may cvr.m', he spee- 
dily adopts the decent, gentle, and frugal maimers and Jiabits of 
the inhabitants. The long war and revolution in this country 
ha^e naturally withdrawn a «rrtal number of young men ol rauk 
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and iortnne fioin tins serianarv. and prrvcnted otHor?: from 
iiic^ it. 1 'Ik; students d^ not now exceed two linndred. A con«” 
sideniblr number of studtuits, in a peiiod of peace- 

used to Hock to this illustrious acade^rry, which, as well as the 
beauty, trauquillily, cleanliness, and salnhnty of the city in wide ?i 
it stands, and the ciif’apness and perfect freedom of living, and 
th(‘ rliai iTJs of the surrounding cmintry, liohfe ot.U the Y tron'iesJ 
attractions to tlic reclusc' and studious. 'I he c‘xaiiirn:dioiis for 
acadendcal homns are more severe ihuu even for td’ Tii- 

nity College, .Dublin* 


JO UN OF LEYnK^^ 

Amongst the (urfiosipes of Jawdeu, 1 did n(jt iako the tro?i- 
ble »ff seeing the sljopboard of tUc celebiau d Jolin nt j.e\den, 
a character distinguishable for its ambition, enurpriTC'. ami fe- 
rocity: tliose who have furnished us witli an account of ihir as- 
pairing monster, relate tiiat his name was Bucold; that froni 
hieing the son of a tailor, and brought up to Ids fatin rks trade, 
be resolved tipoii becoming a king; that accordingly he llrsl' 
fasted ol royalty on the board of a strolling compaiiy i;f corru' ’ 
dians in the character of a prince, which alVording him imu h 
gratification, he connected himself wilii a baker ol Amstoidam. 
a fanatic, who called himself (dodks vSeegtient upon the caifh. 
and declared thut he was scut to illnudnaie iht' woild. T hi^' 
fellow', previous to his becoming the associate of John of Ley- 
den, assurrn d the name of I’hoina.s Minister, and impregnaU(3 
a number of (iennaus with his jeltgious ])hr(‘rj/y, wliieh aimed 
at the demolition of the doctrine of -Lather: lids faualic laclion 
spread with incrcdiidc cehTity, until the lilector of Saxony, the 
Landgrave oi Hesse, and thoDuke of Brunswick, re.solve(l upon 
drawing t]ie sWord against these furious zealots. ILe j>ro])het 
IMunster was taken prisomn* and lost his head: but soon aller> 
a ; if inspirited by lliis blow, John of LcyJcn took Munster a? 
tin; head of a troop of .saiiguiuary bigots, and ordered Idinself 
to be prociairned ^ig. After this ceiM iuony was performed he 
committed the most horrible outrages: in the name of God, he 
liattcred down all the chiirchor, und cdiangcd tiie religion of the 
ct)imtiy; he lecononeuded polygamy, *’anti kept a seraglio of six- 
teen \\ ives, one ol whom endeavoured to assassinuti^ the Bishop 
of \\ aldcck, who fortunately seized the poignard from her liand, 
and plunged it into lur own bososiii ; and another, Jolm Jiimself 
put to death for hesitation in coiripiying with his wishes. When 
be appeared in the streets of Munster, he wore a crown upon 
bis head, carried a sword in one iiand, and the Now^ Testament 
in the other, and w as preceded oif boistbuck by a group of 
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uins; brvvs, v.liilsi tJie sides wore by bis niaiidales, crowded with 
the pK^strale t» i rifled citizeijs, who wt. re punished wdlh instant 
d< ath if they st.orv.i, or reniuined covered in ins presence. The 
K kp*: this petty tyraiit was brief: the Bishoj) of Munster be- 

i-ir the t('.wn, whieh sidb red nearly the same lun rors which I 
bavi; iU‘S( ribed to liave occurred at Levdeu, when the Spaniards 
s;)l do\fcn before it; the iivino* fed upon the dead, and a look 
chat iiriinuiied a wish to surrender was punished witli instant 
driUh. ini''t'iies which sioTounded him, served only to in- 

/lame the iautUical spirit cf the nio^^sfcr; at last, however, the 
t/KMi was taken by surprise, and John and the ministers of his 
bloody ambition were conducted before the victorious prelate, 
to wlionn after boiKg cliarp:ed with the^ enormities which he had 
coninjitted, he is said to have replied, with the craft of a cow- 
ard, in tin; following manner : 'I'he possession of my person 

lias cost you much money and much blood, my death will be a 
loss to vow, my life may become a source of profit to you, put 
me in an iron cage, set a price upon the exliibiiion of me, and 
se nd me through iuirope, thus will you in the cud be the gainer 
by me.” The bishop saw through his object which was the 
dastard prirGcrvatlou of his forfeited -iife, and accordingly ordered 
him to be put to death with a retiuement of cjuclty, at the re~ 
Jation of whicli human nature sickens, abhorred us t^ o victim 
wa-:. ''rwo executioners lore his flesh slowly asunder with red 
hot pincers, and aftei the mitred coiu^ueror and his followers 
had glutted their eyes with his writhlngs, and their ears with his 
screams, a javelin pierced his heart, and his mangled body was 
thrown into a <*age, and exposed to the birds of the air from the 
stcepli* of St. Lanibert^s church. It has been observetl by some 
travellers, that the Dutch are mi>ch given to a tremulous motion 
of the head. I saw no instance of this nationKl triflt except, 
where 1 expected to tlud.it, among old and paralytic persons. 
The practice of bowing is not conlined to the Difctchman, though 
adduced against him as a sort of blemish by every Englishman 
wiio extends his rambles no farther th^rc, . Holland : throughout 
Germany the same courtesy is displayed, and even among the 
common Kussian boors the practice of exchanging bows ir> uair^' 
fConunoii. 

fiT. PETEK’s CHURCH. 

1 viMs not mur,h gratified with the church of St. Peter, tlie 
firincjpal one in this city ; it is a large ponderous building, in the 
worst style of gothic architectui’e. in this structure the English 
and Kussian soldiers were coniined when taken prisoners at Aik- 
^naar. The poor llussitflis, who expected no (jiuirter^ looked 
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upon the brass chandeliers which are suspended in the body of 
the chinch, as tln^ instrurnents of execution, to each of which 
they thought of being ia. It ned hy the I'n^ck. The I uissians, in 
tiieir first cainpaigns- with the hre?*ch, eutcrtaiueci the i^aine ap* 
prehension, and wore agrt.ea!>iy asloiii>h< d on one ot cir^ion, 
which pi'i sented a memorable disjday of i Voiudi sagacity’, to find 
that, instt ad of hiding siiot f>r gudloUncd, they wt rt' jvesonted 
with new cioalliing of the Kusshn unifoiin, and ofiered tlicir 
liberty. 


STATr. or TilK FRKSK. 

Tn the streets of licydcn are st vend vei v handsome book- 
sellers' vshops, particnlai^y Murriu's in the ihaailstraat, where 
there are many valufdile publications, and parlicrilariy a fine coi- 
leciion of the classics, which are sold at very reasoivihle prices. 
The piess of Leyden, in the time of the id/.evirs, piesentt;d 
some of liie most eiogaut specimens of Ut>ography, in tlie many 
correct and beautiful editions whit h they have given of the most 
renowned authors of antiquity. In beauty, variety, and profu- 
sion, the Leyden press rivalled, ftiid in many instances surpassed, 
that of the Ilagiie and Amsterdam; but since the period of tlie 
above bibliopolists, it Iras gradually decayed. It may be easily 
imagined, that with the change which has taken place in the po- 
litical relations of ilollaiid, that the liberty of the press is not 
what it used to ho at Leyden, which was once ctdebrated ibr its 
Gazette, a rival in reputation of that of iirussi ls: the former 
was distinguislu (1 for its p>artiality to the Stadthoider, and his 
well known attachments to the Lnglish cabinet; and the latter 
for supporting the trfie interests of the country. The editors 
and projnietors of the Leydcvi Gazette fled precipitation, 
on the iraiptiou of the French into Holland; and the paper 
which is no\v issued from Leyden, «‘is of epurse* the organ of 
the new govcn^nient, and but little enlivened with political dis- 
cussion. 


WOOIIEN TRAOK. 

The staple trade of lAwden*, the wpollen manufactory, has 
suffered very severely from the e^iUdjIishuieiit of extensive looms 
in various part:; of Germuny, from the last and present war with 
England, and from the superiority of the manufactures of York- 
shire, which are in such high esliumlion in America and Asia, 
that Dutch merchants trading to those countries, found it more 
advantageous to send out Englisli cloths. The coarse cloths of 

t pt%M|^ad formerly a ^risk market amongst the East and West 

cim^i^^l^anres ; but from the ab^ove cause thousands of ma- 
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luifacturers liuve been o]ni‘!od to r<‘nounee their loom.«?, and di- 
vert tlieir skill luitl intlustrv to other sources of support; and iru 
all Imuran orobabilitv the woollen imaiufactares of Levden will 

t ^ 

never iwvivt^. 

Ts'ear Leyden ( ity, in the villajre of Rhynshur^, the assembly 
of a vei A sin;,ular mal e^jnniiy liberal religious association is held, 
the ine*nbers of wiiicij are called after tfie nauHi of the place, 
Kljyusimr^iaus : this 2 )jt eting was estabiisiied by three [u^asants, 
wlio w.re b!v)t]iers, of the name of John, Ardnaii, and Gilbert 
\ an Code, wlio to an excellent ^ud profitable acquaintance 
with farming, whicii tliev followed, shigularly united a profound 
kimwitidge of lavr.'uaires, for \vi)icli they were so ceieljrated, that 
Prince Nlaurua^ and iMonsieui de J^anrier, the then French 
€nii)assador, honored them with several visits, and conversed 
witii theuj in Ijatm, (jlrcek, Italian, and French, in each of 
wdiich they astonished their visitors by their fluency and pro- 
nunciation : another blether, William, filled the professorship, 
<)f‘ the onential languages in die university of Leyden. In con- 
sequence of the clmrches being left witliout their pastors, on the 
expulsion of tiui remonstrant clergy in the year P) 19 > the three 
first-mentioned brothers dc‘termhied to supply their places, and 
undertook to i'xpiaiu the Scriptures: lliey set an example of 
genuine Christianity whicii has been rarely displayed ; and they 
taught that every one had a right to worship God according to 
his own form of faith, taking the Bible for his guide. This 
association meet every Saturday, for the purpose of digesting 
the discourses cd’ the ensuing Sunday, when, with the sincerest 
humility, one of the fraternity distributes the bread and wine. 
After the morning duties of the Sabbatlf arc passed they reas- 
scMihle in the evening to return shanks Jto the Almighty for his 
favors, and at the same time particularize the instances of his 
goodness. On Monday* morning they part to attend to their 
different temporal concerns, and at their taking* leave, solemnly 
imjness upon each other the sacred obligation, and the blissful 
result of a perseverance in the pious 4?oi>j-se which they have 
hitherto pursued. Such beiicwlent and cxhalted jirinciples 
attract persons of variolas persuasions to the meeting, who assist 
in its soIemuiti(\s, and partake •in the pure spirit of its ck votion. 
The religion most follovved previous to the revolution, was the 
Presbyterian and Calviuistical ; before the revolution, none but 
presbyteriaus were admitted in any ofiico or post under govern- 
ment, except in the army. The republic, m its eaily stages, 
displayed its wdsdoni in making the Galvinistical persuasion pre- 
dominant, for the country at that period was too poor to erect 
^magnificent temples of wofthip, and support a train of prelates 
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in tih? hestowf^d upon them in other countries, ’which 

were more rich, aud had a populdliou adequate to the cultivation 
of the soi!« It \\*ks cd the higiu^st (’ousequeucc io Holland to eu- 
coura^‘c population, aud tiiev could not linnc eiVectnal!’/ do ii, 
than bv a ptilh ^ <'(^u}diT ions and cidijiiUfniVih >vhicb otiVred 
an asylaui lo ail toreijrucrs }) rscciited for tbeir H'ligioii, and dLs- 
couraged ad nicna-ilic iio iitaiioua. 


r, I N ‘U V F . A K t : U S T O - 

i\s I was one day roving* in this <:i‘yy I was struck with the 
appearance of a small board ornaincntrd v.iii) :? cjuisid^ rabie 
quantily of lace, willi an iiiacription on it, ta>ti*ne(i tf» a house: 
up li eiu|uiry, I found thqi Uie lady ol t)je inan:hon, wi>ere 1 sasv 
It, had lately iaiti-iii, aud was then inueh indisposed, and that it 
was the custom of the country to expose lids yriiicij con- 

tained an account of tlie state oftlie uwalivi's iicalih, lor the satis- 
faction of her enquiriiig friends, who were !>y this excellent plan 
informed of her situation, without disturbing iier by knocking at 
the door, and by personal enquires: the lace I found was never 
^displayed but iu lying-in easels, but without it, ibis sort of 
bulletin is frequently used iu other cases of indisposition amongst 
persons of consequence. 

It is a painful task not to be able to close my account of this 
beautiful and celebrated city, without lameniing with the reader 
the dreadful accklent which bcfel it on the l^:iih of J.iimary last, 
more terrible and destructive thaii all the horrors of its siege, 
the iiUeliigence of which was conununicated to me very sooa 
afterwards by a friend in Holland, just as I hud fairly writtcy 
out thus far of my JoiA’nal, About one o’clock of that day, a 
vessel laden w itli forty jliousaud pounds weight of gunpowder 
from Anfjterdam, destiiH>d for Delft, and then lying in the 
Kapenburg canal, by some means ivhich can never now be 
known, took lir.e and blew up with the explosion of a mighty 
volcano, by which many huucimjs of lives were lost, and a great 
portion of the city de^Uoyed. The king on heai lag of the dread- 
ful catastrophe was sensibly /ififected, repaired to the city, re- 
main^ all the foliowung mglit it> the streets, and was to be seen 
wherever bis presence could animate iHe survivors to stop the 
progrtiss of the fiumes, to clear the rubbish of fallen buildings, 
ami drag fVotq.uuiltf' the ruins those who had been covered by 
them ; the palace withe wood to persons of 

respectability, whose habkations had been overthrown by the 
^bpek, uTttil they could seciire homes to repair to ; empowered 
the i^b^istiTates of this devoted city to make a general collectid|i 
tlie whole kingdom, ^aueP ordered 100,000 guildem 
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paid ou( of dio irensury for iLo rditf of tlic surviving 
suiicrers. 

^ HAARJ.r.M. 

1 qultkai Loyileii with L^renl rclui tauro, and ^lUrrcd on boanl 
the treokschuyt for Ihrarleni, vvliieh J^cts off evt rv lu o hours for 
that distant from Leyden fifteen inil(\s. 1 iie canal all the 

wav is broiid and clear, and fi eqaently adornetl with the yellow- 
friiijicd water-lily. Noihing: cordd he more heaulifid than our 
jiassaire. A'< we approached Haari<?m, the villas and p,arden« 
M liirh neaily ail tfie wav adorn the banks of the caifal, increased 
in nuiiibtr, beauty, and magnitude; many of them inloni: to the 
jnost opident iiitachaMts of Amsteiduyi. Haarlem is not so 
brautiful as Leyden, but abounils with spaciotjs streets, canals 
and aveiiiieSj and hantLsome houses: it is about four Tuiics from 
the sen, and fifleen from Amsterdam : e.n oik’ side of the canal 
the Huariem luet'r, or lake, the sfiiiiej water (d’ wldch is so 
celebrated all over Ln;\Vj>e for produciu.ir , ih.e ine-st brii’i'int 
uliiteuess upon thf; bneiis hieach.c-d here, and llie superior pro- 
])eity of which ('anuot [*e reaeVted by any chynecal process, 
ilaurlem was once fortified, hut its ramparts now form an a^^rcea- 
blc promenade. The bieaciieries of il\is city are too well known 
to be further iLiutioned; in all his wandering the Ir.uel er will 
never enjoy tiu; kixuiy of Ksuow-white linen in such perh ctios* 
as at Hnarlern : beloro the war, IScotch and Irish lint ns used to 
be sent iiere be bleached. here was ii ccnsidt.rabic nninn- 
facturc of silks and ca:nl>itts, but it has experienced a great de- 
cline, and the principal tru<le‘ is bleaching threads aiul cambric; 
the inhabitiuiLS are ea]< ulated at tiiiity-two tliousand. The 
calheilial, widcli is said to be the hirgest in tlie 'kingdc/u^ though 
1 am inclined to liduk that of Ltrecht greater, was built in 
14 7 and the steeple, whidi is very handsome, w'hs added in 
151.3- To inspect the iuterna) part of the bftilding, } was 
obliged to apply to one of the principal clergymen belonging to 
it, who resides in an adjoining house, and«tl«^ided by a lady-hkc 
looking woman, perhaps h!.s wife, or liouse-keopcr, i was ad- 
mitted into this venerable pile, whete the fn si object that struck 
me was the celebriired organ supported upon pillars ol porphyry: 
this instrument is .said to bo the linest and largest in the world; 
it occupies the whole west end of thdbiave. I'or a ducat paid 
to the organist, and two florins to the bellows blowx r, the former 
vvdll gratify the traveller bv playing for an hour; unfortunately 
tor me he was abse nt in the country, and 1 did not hear the ce- 
lebrated vox luunana, or pipe, which i^iost admirably imitated 
the human voice. <Jf the Aa^rnitude of this enormous musical 
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jille, llie roador mny form some coneeption wlieii h? h ijzforrnec? 
that it <• oiitaius eight thou'^and some of Vi hiti. aie tliirty- 

eight feet ill length, and sixtet n inehes in dianieU r, and has sixty- 
four stops, four septaations, tvio shakes, two eouplujgs, ail.I 
twelv(‘' l>elUn\s ; like, ui\ elepiiiml, • tliat with his |>robosris can 
eitlu r phn'k a violet or raise a tree by its roots, llit notes <>{ this 
woncierliil instrument ean swell from the softest to llie sel>'.a»»est 
sounds, fiom the warbling of a tli>Jant biid to llu* a^\Vui Itau* of 
tJmiuler, niitll massy building tH!Uibles m all its ai ^!»’S. On 
eviay Tuesday and Thursday, a voluntary is played up, on this 
organ from twelve till one oVlock, wlu n the donrs of ca- 
thedra] are thrown op>en. J\J any years since' die nnmo.^tai IJan- 
del phiyeei njioii this o/gan, when the organist, in arna/i inent, 
pronoune*^d him to be an angtd, or die devib Ht lwetn two of 
the columns which stippoi t the organ, there is a noble emble- 
matical alto-relievo, with ibrei' iignres as large as life, by Xa- 
very, representing Gratitude, as^^isttal by J\)etiy and AJusici 
making an offering to PifUy, and a Latin inscription purporting 
that the organ was erected in IT'IB, at the tfiwn’s ex])eac(', tlu’ 
same having ht'en built by Christian Muller of this ci^y. UIuFf 
is the organ which the good peojde of KoMerdam aie endeavour- 
ing to rival: the catheiiial, like the other churches crowded 
with square wooden monuments, painted wjth the arms of the 
deceased on a bhick ground, with the date of tlieir deatli in gold 
letters, l.)Ut no natiies: in the wall ut tiie east v\u\ of the ehurc!i,t 
a cannon ball is exhibited, wliich was fired into it by the Spa- 
iiiaids in the lO'tli century, during divine seivice. 

The walks round this city are very beaut did, and at a sborl 
distance from it tlierd is a noble wood, in which is a fmc walk of 
stately elms, nearly three Hides long, abounding with beautiful 
sceneiyT this wood is a ri\al of that wluch 1 have described at 
the 11 ague. In this delightful placa? stands the mansion of Mr. 
Henry llope^ ’whose family has been long known for its loyalty 
and immense wealth : it is said to liave cost fifty ihbusand pounds. 
Upon the revolutipn «Aaking place, this gentleman was obliged 
to seek refuge in Lnglaiid, |o the capital of which he had jirc- 
viously transported in safety iiL magnificent cc ileclion of paint- 
ings. 

The villa, which is bniU of brick stuccoed, is modern and 
magnificent, and before the revfdntion was ficqueiUly resorted 
to by the Prince of Orange and hie family, who were much at- 
tached to its opulent and liberal owner, whii h he eminently me- 
rited, by liaving rendered them many important services, parti- 
cularly in l7bB, v\hei^ it was unsafe for him to ajfjpcar on the 
exchange of Amsterdam without *xiulitary protection. As the 
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jycturcs were removed, there \va« nothing in tlie intemaJ part of 
the mansion worthy of notice. 

Haarlem and its environs arc mOrc celebrated thah arty other 
for the beautiful flowers which it produces, the soil being 
peculiarly propitious to their productio!i. 

Not far from the church, the spot where stood the house of 
I^awreiice Coster, who lived in the middle of the fifteenth cen-- 
tory, tl?c wfclebratcd inventor of the art of printing, is sh^wn ; 
fionx riv tlj(Te was a statue oyer the gate where ho li-’cd, vath 
this inscripthiU : 

M E M vOn I HR 5 A C E U M 

TVPOGUAPHIA, 

Aus AirnuM optima 
CONSPUVATRi?:, 

KTC PKIMUM INVENTA 
CIRCA ANNUM M CCCC XL, 

The first book he printed is kept in the towndjouse^ In a silver 
case wrapt op in silk, and is always slunvu with great caution, 
as a most precious relic of antupiity. Tlie glory of this transy 
cendoni discovery, which Sju'ead light and civiii .itiou over the 
world, uiul formed a new epoch in its history, was fi)r a long time 
disputed lietwecn Haarlem, Maycnce, and StrUssburg; the latter, 
after a laborious inyestigalion, has renounced her pre^^nsions^ 
and the general opinion seems to bestow the palm upon the first 
1 ity. Tlic manner in wliicli Coster imbibed tli§ first impressions 
of this divine discovery, is said to have beien his tutting the 
letters of his name on the bark of a tret, and afterw'ards pressing 
a piece of paper upon the . characters, until they became legible 
ttpon it, wliich induced him to continue tl,^e experiment, by en- 
graving other letters upon wood* Tliose early principles were 
soon ditfused through France, with considerable improvements, 
by the enterprizing ability of the Etiennes; by the learned Manu- 
a celebrated Venetian*painter, and inventor ^f Italian clia- 
racters through Italy ; and through the Netherlands by Christopher 
Plan tin, whos^ Printing-office at Antw^erp was one of the prin- 
cipal ornaments of the town, and xVho was distinguished for hid 
skill, erudition, and prodigious vvealtfi, created solely by a suc- 
cessful prosecution of hisdmportant business. 

Alayence contests the honor of the invention, buf it is gene-, 
rally believed that a servant of Costeri, of the name of paustus; 
stole the types of his master on a Christnias-eve, whilst he wa^ 
attending his devotions at c*hurch, and fled with his hbo^ to 
Alayence* The portrait of Coster is to be seen in most or the! 
booksellers’ shops Haariem, and in other principal towni. 

A theoiorable, but iK)t an T|pusual insta'licc ot affection, ohS 6f 
CAllR.] K 
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female prevsenre of mind, occured in this city m?ny years since, 
at a spot which is still shewn with no little decree of natioiial 
pride, whereon an antient castle stood, the lord of which was 
severely pressed by the bur^heis of town, v\h<) laid siege tp 
it, on account of his tyrannical conduct towards them : driven to 
the last extremity, and wdien his life w a^ on the point of paying 
the forfeit of his crimes, his lady appe ared on tlie ramparts, and 
ofi’ered to surrender, provided she might be permitt ed to bring 
out as much of her most rahtoble grxy/v ns she cauld rnirif o)i 
her back; which being complied wdili, she brought her luishand 
out upon her shoulders, piesencd him fiom the Uiiy of tiie 
troops, and gave up to them possession of the castle. 

History informs us, that Haarlem prcseiiud a glorious <*.\- 
ample of resistance to tke Spanish yoke, so heroically imitated 
two years after at Leyden, which experienreil a better fortune 
than befel the wretched inhabitants of the ‘former ci*v. Whilst 
provinces were bravely opposing their invaders, a long and 
memorable siege in J 573, which was carried on again*'! Haar- 
lem by Frederic of Toledo, the son of the sanguinary Duke of 
J\lva, dining which the female inhabitants, like those of Leyden, 
a»sisted the garrison in their duties, underwent every privation, 
faced every horror, and rushed to cei lain destruction in dt'fence 
of the town, with an alacrity and foititiidc which have rendered 
them immortal in the annals of thtir country. I’liose heroines, 
when the garrison refused with indignation the conditions which 
were ofl'ered them by the Spanish general, fought with unshaken 
courage by the side of the men, in their desperate sorties agaiir^t 
the besieging army, and in their fury put eveiy prisoner to death, 
whom they took in these attacks, 'lliis uiijustifinblc conduct, 
and the derision which from the ramparts Uiey expressed of the 
Roinaii, Catholic worship, induced the Spaniards lo retort witii 
terrible vengeance. In consequence of a con cspondcnce which 
the besieged carried on with the Prince of Orange by means of 
carrier pigeons^ being discovered by the Spaniards, they shot 
every pigeon which came within the leacli of their musketry, 
which rendered the situation of the garrison hopeless, and they 
at length surrendered, on condition that the lives of the soldiers 
and inhabitants should be spared, to which Frederic Toledo 
consented, entered the town at the head of his victorious troops, 
and ill cold blood butchered two thousand of those who had 
submitted to his arms, and trusted to iiis honor. 

When it is considered, that at this period, the Spanish mo- 
narchy was predominant in Europe, its armies were mighty, its 
generab experienced, and iu treasury overflowing, the triurn- 
pbant ^ptowUss which. t!u' Dutch displayed in fuially driving 
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^heir powerful iilvaders back to their own frontiers, will rendei 
the Dutch name illustrious as long as tlie record of history 
endures. The Dutch ladies have rivalled iu fame the most re- 
/nowned heroines of Greece and Rome. The HoHanders trea- 
sure lip these gallant exploits in their memories, they form the 
favorite subjects of their songs, and the old and the young recite 
with enthusiasm the great deeds of their ancestors. 

The tlaarleai lake wliich 1 mentioned, presented a very bleak 
and disiiiai sheet of water from the canal; it is about fourteen 
miles long, and about the same nugiber broad; is said not to be 
above six feel deep, and lies between Leyden, Amsterdam, and 
Hctarlem : its waters are slimy, and abound with eels, some of 
xvhii h are of a prodigious size. This lake can have no charm 
I>tit f<»r a bleacher. The fuel used# here is Newcastle coals 
and turf. 


ANKCnOTK OF BKRGHEM. 

The justly celebrated Nicholas Bergheni, was bop here in 
iri'34, and studied under his father, an inconsiderable painter, 
whose; name was Van Haarlem, which Bergheui exchanged in the 
following whimsical manner: whilst he was a pupil of John Van 
Goy(‘n, who was very fond of him, his father was one day pur* 
suing him in the street, to give him correction for some pecca- 
tlillo, w hen his master seeing Ids father gaining upon him rapidly, 
cried out to some of Ids other scholars, Berg-licm! whicli sig- 
nides Indc him; from which circumstance he obtained and kept 
that name. The distinguishing characteristics of Bcrghein's 
picliires arc breadth, and just distribution of the lights, the 
grandeur of his masses of light, and shadow, the natural atti- 
tudes of his figures, expressive of their* several characters, the 
just, gradation of his distances, th% brilliancy, harmony j^and trans- 
jKirency of his colouring, the correctness and true perspective of 
his design, and the elegaifce of his composition, and his subjects 
however various, are all equally admirable. This great man 
had the Calamity ami the iiifatiiation, to make an offer of his 
hand and heart to the daughter of one of the masters under 
whom he studied, when lic^ left Van Goyen, of the name of 
Willis, who proved to, be one ’of •the ‘most clamorous and sor- 
did termagants that Holland, <5r‘pej haps any other country ever 
produced; liy the tcrrc/i* of her tongue, and the fury of her 
Hiauuer, she iorced him Lo slave at his easel without inlerniission, 
from the break to the depUrlure of day, and frequently all liigbt 
long, without penni ong liini to have the disposal of a single 
guilder witliout her consent : amidsi this domestic broil, poor 
JUerghem never lost his tetnper, be sivwg whilst she scolded, as 
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if he thought, in this increasing state of internal broil, he,, 
produced some of the finest effusions of his pencil. He was 
singularly curiuiis in purchasing die ffnest prints and designs of 
the I tJilian masters, to improve his own taste, which after is death 
sold for a large stim oi money: by his indefatigable indiistfY> he 
produced an amazing number of pictures, which now Ujc rarely 
\o be ])i:rchased, and then only for prodigious prices. 

'The last that I shall mention is Jacob Rii^sdaai, who was horn 
here in lC}3<3, and was the bosom friend of JBi rgl;cin, wlio iinparf- 
ed to him much of the spirit wliich adorns his own works. No 
painter ever possessed a greater share of pulJic admirati^ui tlran 
Ruysdaal, a reputation which has remained unimpared lo thi,'; „ 
jjis works are distinguishable by a natural and most delight iui tone 
cf colour, by a free, lights firm, and sjiirited pencil, and by a 
happy choice of situation. He was fond of introducing v/L.tcr 
juto his paintings, and ho was equally forlimato in lepresenling 
f,he tuwaultuous foam* of the torrent, as the pellucid transpai one y 
of the canal. Ruysdaal was cut off* at the age of Jorty-rive. 
Since the removal of Mr. Hope's collection, there is no {)ii\ale 
cabinet of pictures in or near Haarlem worthy the attention of 
the traveller. There is, Iiowever, a cabinet of nalural hi.^'tory, 
said to be the finest in Holland, which was formed by Doctor 
Van Marum, whose electrical experiments have asceitained that 
the death of animals is coincident with the cessation of irrita- 
bility : this museum is well arranged according to the Linneau 
system. I lieard of nothing more to detain the traveller at 
Jiaarlem. The canal from Haarlem to Amsterdam is clear 
aud spacious, and nearly strait for the first four miles, at the lcs~ 
fifening end of which the^former city has a very agreeable appear- 
ance ; but 1 was surprised to tind so very few country-liouses, 
und scarc<?^y an object that denoted oar approach to that re- 
tiowned capital of the kingdom, and, us it has been aptly called, 

the great warehouse of t^e vyorld.” 

ENORMOUS SLUICES. 

About balf-way wc changed boats, and crossed the enormous 
sluices which protect the country from inundation in this part : 
tve passed over the waters of Hie Haarlem Meer and of tlie 
rivfer Y, so called from its form resembling that letter, being a 
blanch of the Zuyder Zee. The only object worthy of notice 
far was a large stone building, called the Castle Zaavva^icn- 
burg,' the residence of the directors* of the dNkes and water- 
of Ithynlund. The cost of constructing and repairing the 
“ptuices is paid out of the general Uixes. The country here is 
foU| or five feet below th^ level of the river Y, which, fioweYtyj^ 
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rendered isjciTcctly innocuous by the massy and prodigious 
^ams before iiientioned, the coiislruclion and preservation of 
which place i\u'. indefaUgable eiUcrprize and industry of the 
Hollander in an eminent point of view. 

I iVaciied Aiuslnidam just after the gates had been closed, 
hut. iny comnhs.saiie and [ wi re admitted upon paying a few 
stivers. As soon as we had entered, every object denoted a 
vasi, * populous, and opulent city: every street, and I passed 
through a great number before 1 rearlied my hotel, was tolera- 
bly well ligh.ted, but in this respect hifinitely inferior to London* 
At length, after travel sing the citv about two miles and a half, I 
rcrtclied ti.e principal hotel, called ^Vmsterdam Wappen, or die 
Arms of Am^tcrdinn, whieli in point of magnitude and accom- 
niodalion, may vie with the first ♦lotels in our metropolis* 
Here, 'after an excellent supper of fish, which the Hutch 
<hess to •fuhnii alioii, and some porter, which was an cxceUent 
imitation of ilvat description of beverage for which London b 
so justly renowned, I found a sopha bed prepared for me, with 
curtains pcndauit from the centre, in the French taste, which 
much prevails in the iutenuil arrangement of the houses of this 
gr(‘at city. 

In t!ie morning I was awakened by the chimes of some of 
the churches, which in softness and sweetness resembled the 
distant scnnuls of a harp. Although it was seven o’clock, upon 
looking from the window, 1 heard the hum and beheld the 
bustle of business \yhich in other countries characterise mid* 
day. Under the agre<3able iutiuonce of a brilliant cloudless 
rsKy, 1 descended into the street, and mingled with the active, ant- 
like multitude, every member of whjph presented a physi- 
ognomy full of thought and calculation. 

SINGULAR LAW RESPBGTING CARRIAGES. 

The first circiunstance* that afforded novelty was that amidst 
all the bustle I seldom iiiei with any carriages on wheels to aug- 
ment the nmsc of the scene. Upon enquiry 1 found, that, by 
the police laws of Anisterdaiii, wlieel-taniages are limited to a 
certain miinber, which is ver^ inconsiderable compared with 
the si;x' of the city, fr<)m an appTcheasiou that an luicoiUrouled 
use of them might hazard the foundation of the houses, most 
of which are built upon piles; for nearly the whole of the 
ground on v\hicli this vast city stands was fonuerly a morass. 
A carriage, called by the •Hutch a slty, and by the French a 
traineau, or, on account of its solemnity, un pot de cliambre, 
used in tlieir room ; it is the body i/f a coach fastened by ropes 
i>i\ ^ sledge and drawn bygone horse f the driver walks by the 
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side of it, winch fit* holds with oiif* hand to prevwit its fallin;^^ 
over, and with the otlu r the reins : iiothinn: ran bt* more imdan- 
choly than this maehiiie, hol(i-) tour persons, moves at 

the rate of about three miles an hour, and sec ins more like the 
eqiiipa'j^e of an fjospital, than a vehicle in \\hleh the observer 
M’-ould expect to li ml a merrv face; }c.t m this manner do the 
Dutch frequently pay visits and take the air. It was in 'allu- 
sion to the f>re.st foundation of this wonderful place, tJiat 
Erasmus sportively observed, uIhmi be first visited it, that li<i 
had reaclu'd a city, the iuhah'tauls of which, like crO\\s, lived 
upon the t(q)s of tri'es; and another wit compared Amsterdam 
to Venice, on account of both having wooden legs. 

AAlfSTEIlDAM. 

Amsterdam is situated on the rivers Y and Amstel, from the 
J^tlter of wfneh it derives its name; it is about nine miles and 
.a half in circumferc'tice, of a seniicircular fi>nn, sui rounded 
wath a fosse, about eighty tret wide, and a rampart faced wntli 
brick, w'hich is in sevei*al places dismantled, and twenty-six 
bastions: it has also eight noble gates of stone, and .several draw- 
bridges; die population is estimated at llircn; Inindud thousand. 
In 1204 , with the exception of a small castle, not a building 
was to be se en upon the scKe of this great city, which, from 
being at first a petty village of fishermen, dilated in the lapse 
of years, and by the entcrpiize and industry of the. inhabitants, 
into a magnificent capital, whirli, at length, upon the shutting 
lip of the navigation of the Sdield, added the commerce of 
Antwerp to its own, and became the great ciuporium of tiie 
worldv Kcitlicr here, t'lor in smy of the cities or towns in 
Holland, through which I pass^ed, is a stranger Hnno}ed by 
barriers, productions of passport*-, or any of those disagreeable 
ceiemonies which distinguish the police of many other coun- 
trit s. In Hollaivi a foreigner finds his*^ loco-motive disposition 
as iiflle restricted, .or encumbered by municipal regulations, as 
in England. Canals intersect nearly the whole of this city, 
adorned with avenue^ ot stately elms. ^laiiy of the houses 
are very splendid, particularly tfio'je in Kiezer’s gragt, or Empe- 
ror^s street, and Ileeien gragt, br Lords’ street, where there are 
many mansions, which, w'crc they not so irnich concealed by the 
/fan of the trees from before them, would liave a very piincely 
appearance. Many of the shops are also very handsome, par- 
tiridarly those belonging to jewellers and print-sellers; in the 
\vind(jryi's of the latter prints Of the illustrious Meison, and of 
^owr 'marine victories, were ’exposed to view. The druggists 
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here, and in other parts of Holland, use as a sign a huge carved 
liead, with the mouth wide open, placed before the shop win- 
dows; sometimes it resembles a Mercury's head, at others it 
(is surmounted by a feed's cap. This clumsy and singular 
^sign is called de gaaper, the gaper ; what analogy it bears to 
physic I could not learn ; it is very likely to have originated ia 
whim and caprice. Some of the shop boards, called uithaug 
boideii b^ive ridiculous verses inscribed upon them. 

THE STAOTHOUSE, ITS HALLS, PRISONS, SlC. 

The first place my curiosity led me to was the Stadthoiisc, 
which is unquestionably a woiiderfyl edifice, considering that 
Holland furnishes no stone, and that the foundation of the 
building was boggy : the latter circiuflstance rendered it neces- 
sary to h'ave an artiticial foundation of extraordinary construction 
and inagmtude, and’accordiiigly it rests upon thirteen thousaiKl 
six hundred and ninety-five massy trees, or piles, the first of 
which was driven on the CUtli of January, 1()48, and the last 
on the t>th of (Jetober following, when the first stoiie with a 
suitable inscription, was laid: and seven years afterwards the 
diftbreiit colleges of magistrates took formal possession of the 
apartments allotted to their respective offices, but at this lime 
the roof and dome were not completed : the ex ponce of this 
mighty edifice ainouvited to two millions sterling. The prin- 
cipal architect was John Van Kanipen, who acted under the 
eontroul of four burgomasters. The area in which it stands is 
spacious, and was till lately called Revolutie plein ; it is disfi- 
gured by the proximity of the waag, or weigh-house, a very 
old shabby building. The form of llie iJtadt-house is square, 
its front IS two hundred and e^hty-lwo feet, its depth two 
hundred and filty- five, and its height one I unuhed aiifl* sixteen- 
It has seven small porticoes, lepreseiitative of the seven pro- 
vinces; the want of a grand entrance is a grej^t architectural 
defect, which immediately excites the surprise of llie traveller; 
but it was so constructed from the wary precautionary foresight of 
the magistrates who had the snjierinteifdanhe of the building, 
for the purpose of pieventmg free* access to a mob, in case of 
tumult. • * * 

One of the first apartments which attracts the attention is 
the tribunal, on the basement floor; in this room, prisonei^ 
who have been foitnd guilty of capital oftenees are comUu:ted 
to receive the awful sentence of the law ; the t ntratree is through 
a massy folding, door,, decorated with brass emblems, indicative 
•f the puroose to winch the chamber ik aimUcd, such us Jove's 
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, 1 &eains of iiglitenliig, and flaming .words — under uliicli are 
lines from Virgil, 


^‘Discito monih 

‘M't non icinut-re Divo.';.’' 

Above, bct^vocn the rails, arc tlic old and new r.ity aj nis, and 
at the bottom are death’s-heads and bones. ^Ihe wiiole oi 
the interior is composed of while marbie; on the south and 
north are tw’o rows of iluUid pilasters, one above anolhii ; on 
the west side are slatius icpresenling tour nude svumetx, sup - 
porting the cornices which crown the pila.“U*is: iwo of these 
figures conceal their faces with their hamh^, as iiuhealive of 
shame; in the copartinents between are basso-relievos, repre- 
senting the judgment of Solomon ; Zaleucus, the Loci ian king, 
tearing out one of his eyes, to save one of his son’s who had been 
condemned to lose both for adultery, by a law made ex[nes>!y 
against that crime by his father; and Junius Biutn.s |.u{ffiiig hi« 
sons to death. Above these are figures n piesi uting J^;!mdus 
and Uemus drawing milk from the she wolf, and also of Jupi- 
ter: the head of Medusa upon the shield of Ihilkis is vpiy tinely 
executed. In ihe north, under a scat of wliite marble, i:*; a jJ.ace 
for the secretary, who pronounces the fatal sentence, when the 
.magistrates appear in their ro 1 >es at a gallery on the west side. 
On the fore part of the Judgment seat is a fine marble statue of 
Silence^ which Dutch gallantry represents under ti^e form of 
a seated on the ground, with her finger on her mouih* 
and tw o children weeping over a death’s-head. On cacii side 
of this seat are serpents writhing round a tree, each w ith an 
apple in his mouth ; t 1 ie same ornaments also ilerorate the 
of the door: above tlie seat is, 'a statue, raised on a black nvcirblo 
pedestal, representing the city of Amsh'rdam as a virgin, guaid- 
od by a lion on each side; above the head of tlic figure is an 
imperial crown, protected by a spread eagle ; on each side of 
the pedestal are Neptune and Glaucus, reprt scutative of the 
rivers Y and Amstel,'^ and a little higher are the arms of the 
four burgomasters, in whose magistracy the lirst stone of this 
building was laid, gracefully corjneCted by festoons. On the 
pedestal is an inscription in letters of gold, coimnemorative of 
the laying or the first stone of the building. 

The principal bas-reliefs and ornaments in this room, and 
other paits of this edifice, were Ifnade by Artus Quelliniis, a 
ccflebrated statuary of Antwerp. When tluj aw^ful doom of the 
}aw is t(> be pronounced/ the criipinal is brought into this half 
guarded; and nothing 15*^011} itted in noiut ol; solemnity tgf impicsa 
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the mind df the delinquent and the spectators the awful «on-» 
ficqueiiees of violating the la^\s of the country, 
f A lliorough know ledge of liunian nature dictated the policy 
^of placing this hall on tljt* groiinri-iloor, the brazen door of which 
opens into a thoroughfare pas^ape through ih*^ Stadt* house. I 
never passed bv this do(»r withotit seeing numbers of the lower 
orders* of people *gazing through the rads of it upon the cmble-^ 
luatical obj('cts within, and appueiitly in melancholy meditation, 
n fleeting upon th«‘ purposes to \hi»‘h this hall is applied, and 
upon the ignominious results nf ik'vialing from the paths of 
virtue. On one f>id(i of this chamber is a grand double staircase, 
which leads to tiu‘ Jbirghers’, or Marble Hall : it is 120 feet 
lopg, about 57 hi oad, and 80 high, and is entirely composed of 
white marble, as are tluj galleries, which arc 21 feet wide on 
each side, into whi<;h the entrances to the different courts of 
justice, the cliambc r of domains, of insurance, of orphans, the 
council room, the olfu.es of the bank, 8cc. open. This niagni^ 
licent room and tht^ surrounding galleries were seen to great 
advantage, on accoiint of their having been cleaned previous to 
the coronation of the king, which was intended to have taken 
place in it about a month after I visited it A great number of 
workmen had been employed in scraping, w ashing, and pplishing 
their marble sides for several months, and tlieir appearance was 
equally graird and beautiful ; the bronze gates and railing which 
form the grand entrance of the hall are massy, yet exquisitely 
4^xecuted ; over this entrance is a colonnade of Corinthian pillars 
of red and white marble. At one end is a colossal figure of 
Atlas supporting on his shoulders the globe, attended by VigU 
lance and Wisdom. The roof is painted with allegorical figures. 
Upon the floor, the celestial and* terrestial globes are delineated 
in brass and various coloured marbles, arranged iu tl/f^e large 
circles, 22 feet diameter ; tjie two external ones representing the 
hemispheres of the earth, and the center the planisphere of the 
heavens. 

The Burgoy/uisfer^ Cabinet, as it is stijl called, is a handsome 
apartment, the entrance of which is adorned with some beautiful 
carving, emblematical of the use of the apartment. The chimney-^ 
piece in this room, repitsenting the triumphs of Fabius Max- 
imus, is vvojtby of notice. To the left of the Burgomasters’ 
chamber is a gallery, ten feet deep and liar ty broad, where 
after the ringing of a boll to^give notice, all proclamations, lavr 
sentences, and municipal regulations, are promulgated. ^ ' 

The chamber of the treasury ordinary contains a picture of 
Mary de Medicis as large as life ; a c*hpt of Amstewtain as it 
appeared when fifsi walled raund in 148fi ; and w ih® boohgfaaa 

t 
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are some curious effigies of the ancient Earls and Counleftses of! 
Holland. 

The Burgomasters’ apartment is 45 feet broad and 30 d<.Tp^ 
and is in my opinion the handsoiftest j oom in the Stadt-house. 
The marble cliimney-pieces are enrieht?d with many exquisitely 
sculptured basso-relievos by De it ; but its chief ornaiiient is 
two paintings; one by Ferdinand Uol, represeiTtiiJg Cnrins, at his 
rural repast ; and the other, Fabricitis in the camp of ‘Pyrrhus, 
by Flink* From this room there is passage to the Executioii 
Chamber, or the Chamber (^'thc Im^i Praifcrs^ where criminals 
condemned to death take leave of their priest, and pass 
through a window, the low^;r part of v^ liic h is of wood, to enable 
its being opened level nith the floor to the scaffold, v^llieh is 
constructed on the cutsiiie, ojrpositc to the weigli-house, and 
which is raised as high as this part of the building. There is 
nothing in this room worthy of notice, except its jficlimcholy 
appropriation. From this room we were conducted to the 
council chamber, which is 45 wide and 30 deep, where there 
a very large painting by Jacob dc Wilt, representing Moses and 
the seventy elders of Israel. Above tlie chimney-piece to the 
north is a veryfmepicture by Flink, the subject Solomon imploring 
heaven for wisdom. Above this is a scriptural subject, a noble 
production, from the pencil of Broukhorst. Some of the basso* 
jrelievos which adorn the various parts of this looin, sculptured 
by De Wit, are exquisitely fine, a pen and ink-horn. It would 
puzzle a magician to interpret many of the allegorical devices, 
but they are ail beautifully executed. 

In the chamber for marriages, and injuries, tlipre is nothing to 
arrest the attention of a visitor one minute. In Holland, marri- 
age being fi civil contract, when*agrecd upon in Amsterdam, it is 
always performed iiefore the magistrates ifi this room, with- 
out wljose fiat the ceremony would invalid ; the clergyman, 
according to tlin religion of die parties, performs his functions 
afterw'aids. This room is also called, amongst the low'er orders 
of people, Scvliing^Chamhcry on account of the irritability 
frecjiieutly displayed fierc by parties of that class, when tliey come 
to obtain redress for small offences. We w^ere also led through 
the chamber for sea affairs, the nitcrccrs’ Rail, the painters’ cham- 
ber, and the rdom but little suited to the treasures which it con- 
tains, is a very long picture by Vandyke, in which there is a grey 
head of an old man, of matchless excyllence, which the observer 
cannot but retire from with regret. The burgomasters of Aiu- 
sterdam' w’^ere offered seven tlionsand florins for this head alone, 
to^e:>cut out fiiom the rest of the picture. There is also a 

b# Vaitderibckt, Tedrcntiiurt. feast sivoti.by die buriiiop* 
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makers of ADJsterdain to the enibassatlors of Spain, on account 
vf the peace of Munster, which closed a war that had lain waste 
^ihe Netherlands for eighty years ; and many other large a«d fine 
paintings by Rubens, Jordaans, and Otho Venius, It is a matter 
* of surprise, that after H.^lland subniiltod to the french arms, 
these exquisite productions snoiild be permitted to remain upon 
the walls whicii tlicy iiave so long adorned* 

Jn the, great, or council of war chamber, there are some good 
paintings representing the antient train-bands, and officers in 
their proper costume; many of \i’hich are portraits. In the 
secretary’s office, handsome room, amongst other decora* 
tioiiS', is a basso-relievo of SUeyicCy \vhich the Dutch are very 
fond of rc()rcseniing under the form of a woman. Upon mV 
observing to a Dutchman, that in Efiglanii such a compliment 
had nevth' been paid to my own lovely countrywomen, he replied 

Yes, bijt do you *m>t notice tliat the statuary has placed the 
finger of the lady upon her mouth, as if lie thought that no one 
of the sex, not even a Dutch female, could preserve silence with- 
out keepiiig her lips forcible together with her finger.’' IW 
convenience of Iiaving nearly all the principal public offices, and 
courts of justice under one roof, is very great; the size of lh« 
kingdom, and the simplicity of its public transactions, render such*! 
a concentration more easy of accoinplishineut in Holland thaa 
ill England. 

Before we ascended to the dome, we were introduced into the 
great magazine of arn>s, which extei^ds the whole length of the 
front and part of the sides of this vast pile : it contains a curious 
ami valuable collection of antient and modern Dutch arm^. 
Some colours which the Frcnclj took from the Spaniards have 
hec*n lately added, as a present from the king to this city, u dona- 
tion which could not fail affording great gratification to ^people,- 
who to tills hour hold the Spanish natiou in abhorrence, 
prospect from the tow^er, or dome, is very line^ and extensive, 
commanding the w hole of the city audits environs, crowded with 
windmills, the river Y filled with s!iips> the Zuj^er Zee, the Atnstd, 
the Haarlem lake, and the quarter confainhig the gardens, tfie 
admiralty, and ships of war on the stocks*, l^rom tliis elevated 
spot \v.e were nearer the bron2;e figures which adorn the front,- 
representing Justice, Wealth, and Strength, and which are of an’ 
enormous size : on the other side is a coliossal bronze statue of 
Atlas supporting the world, executed in a , masterly manner* 
The tower contains a vast number of bells, the largest of whkit 
vi^eighs between six and seven thousand pound's; the carillojts hi 
this dome are femavkably sweet, tliey* play evsery quartet: of ^ 
liour^ agreoobb air, whijh is execiited to adftfiratiod. ^ 
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I^Rcelleiit carilloneur is engaged to euterlain the citizens of i\fn- 
sterdam three times a week ; the perfection to whicli he has 
brought his performance can only be appn^ciated by those who 
have heard it. The brass barrel bv which he plays is seven feet 
and a half in diameter, and weighs four thousand four hundred 
and seventy four pounds. The clocks strike the full hour at the 
half hour, and upon the expiration of the full houi, lepeat it upon 
a bell of a deeper tone. 

By considerable interest, and with much difficulty, I was ad- 
mitted to see the prison whirji occupies one of the courts of the 
StadUhouse, on two sides of whieh, below groinifi, are the 
dungeons, to which the gaoler conducted us hy a lamp: as a 
place of conliuement nothing can be more secure, and as a placxJ 
of punishment more horrible. After descending a di earv fiiglit 
of steps, and passing through a long nan ow^ pas‘^age, ‘midway 
vast double doois, thickly plated with iron, wfre opentV, tlirough 
which W’e entered, and at the end w ere stopped by tw o massy 
doors which, upon being unbolted, led to a row of siibttiraiu an 
dungeons. In the first, by the faint light of a rush candle, 
I discerned tlie emaciated figure of a man who had been con- 
victed of robbery, attentively reading: he just tin net! fiom his 
book to look at us a moment, and then returned to it : he was 
condemned to inhabit this cell alone for life ! — In the in At were 
two young men who, in the forms of Dutchmen, seemed to 
carry the elastic souls of Frenchmen, that bend to and carol 
under every human misery; for in this gloomy abode, in which one 
would suppose resignation would turn to dtspair, they were 
whistling and waltzing in the dark ; whilst in the third wcic seve- 
ral women and a youn^ girl, the latter about fifteen, confined for 
having displayed an early, and rather too violent a fondness for 
the laws /'f nature. These miserable beings were also in dark- 
ness, except when they closely approached the vast double bars 
which crossed the windows of tbeii' cells, when they were 
enabled to behold a little lighb which faintly reached them through 
aome low oblong apertures on the opposite side of the passage, 
thickly guarded by similar massy bars, just raised above the level 
of the court, into which these poor wretches are never permitted 
to walk ; for, deplorable to relate, from, the first minute of their 
commitment till their fate is finally fixed, they are never suffered 
to quit their gloomy abodes but to appear before their judges in 
tW^^oining hall, where they undergo private examinations, and 
a close trial* The crimes 'with which these latter un- 
fcaSwyWisoners ^tood charged were not qf a very malignant 
ti^pe^et vfere they, even before the guilt of some of them w as 
^f^bliahed, cut off frpm light and air, and immured in regions 
pX only fo be a receptacle for the dt^ad, I need setHreely inform 
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the reader that their appearance when they pressed tow^ards the 
grating, when alone they were distinguishable^ was a in high 
^egrec squalid and sickly* 

JNone of ihtse rniserabli* wretches were loaded with irons; 
they wx>uld, indeed, have been u verv unnecessary augmentation 
of cruelty, for nothing hut the niiraculous interference of an 
angel could have burst open their prison-doors, \ftiieh were doubly 
cased Vqb iron, and fastened with enormous bolts and locks, 
whilst the walls of the cells were cased with ponderous iiiasonery, 
thiough wliich, if a prisoner h.^d the means to penetrate^ 
he w'otild afterw'ards have to encounter all the earth upon w hich 
the Stadt-houst' stood. The gaoler ^liewed us soiiu* irons of 
a particular construction, and a hoard which fastened round the 
neck and one hand, for lefractory criminals, but iie assured me 
thev ha() not been use i for many yeais. 

The p:wujri]>al st'eretary of the magistracy shew’ed me tlic 
hall of ju*5lice, which was formerly the torture chamber. Here 
the miserable snll'erer, who refused to confess his guilt, at the 
pleasuie ot his }>arbarous judge, underwent a variety of tor- 
ments; among othets it was usual to fasten his hands behind 
his iit‘ck, w'ltli a cord which passed through pullks fastened 
to a vaulted ceiling, by means of which he vva« jerked up and 
down with leaden weights of fifty pounds eacli laslied to his 
feet, until anguish overpowered lus senses and a confession of 
guilt was heard to qui^e^ on his lips. Some of the iron-work 
by which this infamous process w’as effected was still adhering 
to the walls. Tliis ferocious and stupid practice was only 
abolished in 179B. 'fhis room is entirely of stone low and 
vaulted; the windows are small, and guarded by vast 
double bars of iron, and the whole is •very little better than 
a large dungeon. A bar for the prisoner to appear ^t, a seat 
for the witness, for only one is most judiciously admitted ai a 
time; a table and raised* seats for tlie judges, and lower ones 
for the officers attached to the tribunal, foim* all the arrange- 
ments of this gloomy seat of justice, l ire prisoner is per- 
mitted to have a counsellbr to plead hif cawse, and no strangers 
are admitted on any accout. • Three days are sutfeied to 
elapse between the st^iteiice a*ud*its execution in capital cases ; 
during which liic prisoner is allowed whatever refreshment he 
may choose ; an indulgence w iiich, from the state of the appe- 
tite at such a period, seldom runs the state iiuo much expciice. 
public punishments are indicted four limes in the course of 
the year. On these occasions a vast scaffold is erected, as [ 
have mentioned, in the gteat area* between the stadt-l^ouse 
and the weighing or custoni-lioiise,»upou a level with jthe 
door of the former building, through which the/brimmaU 
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to the assigneJ for them niceive clhnr puuij<h- 
ment; those \vlio are to be wliippcd rc ‘f ive that piinishrnoht 
with coirskknible so.vt'ritY> aie not |>c nnitUMl to retire till 
those who are to die havij suffered ileutli, is inflicted by 

ilecapitatlou witli the sword oi li:;iiuiu«, thoufjt the latter h more 
frequent. On these mehiitcholy oeensjens, tlie chief magistrate!!? 
attend in their roues, and jiotiung is omit ted to augment the so- 
lemnity of the sevne. 

In consequeiict' of its being expected that dionglt a culprit is 
to suffer death, he is to i(‘c;eive the Ihta! stroke, in the prei'i.^tt 
mode prescribed by the law. reii-i-ij ;ti‘ who presided at t!u» 
execution of a murde rer a low' years mii- e, h.jd nearlv suhieruxl 
himself to a severe pimislrunfut. Th** guid of thf* rjmiinni ^sas 
aggravated h' eriielty, and* he whs ccuuiemned to lo^e ins life J)v 
decapitation, its v. hie.ii ease the law direei^ tiiuf it shall bt» severed 
by one stroke (.>f tlie swoid : previous to Iii> V|jiitliiig t^ie ehain- 
her of the last prayers, he laid a wager w ill; a Iuchji] who athmcled 
him, that he ha<l suggest' d an e xpedient by which the execu- 
tioner should not be abh' to pei form his ofhee; and accordingly, 
the moment he knelt to receive the fatal stroke, lie roiled his. 
head in every direction so uoleiitly, and so rapidly, that the exe^ 
cutioncr could not strike him witli any j>robal)iIity of decollating 
him at one blow ; and after many fruitless aims, was compelled 
to renounce the attempt. I'he oflicers who were entrusted to 
mie to the execution of the sentence were, in the greatest dilemma ; 
in vain did they try hy argument to persuadti the fellow to remain 
still, and quietly leave las head taken off; he was lemanded back 
to prison, and after an hour's deliberation, the presiding magis- 
trate, upon his own respou.sibility, ordered tiu; gallows to be 
brought out, upon wlucli he caused him to be executed, Tbo 
judges avtfi lawyers look alarm, and half the city loll as if ther 
ttjiirderer had been nmrdered ; and nothing but the high charac- 
ter, rank, and mfluence of the magi&trale, by whose resolute 
orders the miscTcant at length paid the forfeit of bis life, pre- 
sjcrved him from the most unpleasant consequences for enforcing 
tire spirit of the law -aftelr a different fashion froni that prescrib- 
rd. Capital punishments areWery ran^ : four njalefactors were 
executed in 17ff9, and nine since. I’he. lJuleli entertain a fright- 
ful opinion of the criminal laws ot England, w hich they consider 
very sanguinary, from the great number of delinquents who are 
jirtmtaiiy put to death there, 

''JPhe strong ,:^partincnts w hich fo‘rinerly contaii^ed the vast 


ffreasuf^s of lh(4? bank, and the offices attached to that wealthy 
on the groiind-ffoor, where several clerks are ern- 
to transact tire business of ih^t cehibrated ostablishm^nU 
FiWi theliwisfe measures adopted bv the who made, its i 
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Ijt'fore ofeporvfHl, the recognition oF the national ilebt one of 
fliC lir*-! incasLucs o( liin goviTiiincnt, the national creditor has no 
Vpprt lH'nsions. Ik h-ve, the \var, this iiislitntion, which was a 
t>ank (>r tle{)osity \\‘v- '^uf>pos<'d to contain the greatest quantity <>f 
bullion ill tlie w*<ilih, and popular ciedulity (hvell with ostenta- 
tious foiidnt\vv upon t’neeslent of its nceuuuilated treasures, which 
tht v j^seml>h(l to a Ihaiivian mine; its j»i!e of precious metals 
was \ ']l;u>d a! the enoimons .snni of forty millions, llie regula-^ 
tions wiiich govern* (I lii jxjsits ii ade in tins bank were as follow: 
tix' person depositing cash or bullion received a credit in the 
] ('uks for the amonnt, and a retreipt for the same, which expired 
at 1.1/e end of six months, was given>/ai.i<i\vablc upon paying a 
♦rnaii per centagf' for wareliouse rent: if slkIi receipt expired 
la fore tlje money oi' huliion was redefined, lu ither the one nor 
the oth(*r couhi be afterwards removed, but for it au equivalent 
in liank. citdit was givt u, winch n. c< ipt could afterwards be con- 
verted into cash in the market. Anotlier regulation ivas, that 
not a florin c^f the ca-t)! or bullion in\e.;ted should ever be rie-' 
inov(‘tl by way of loan. 'Diis cf>mpa(*f betwcf ii the bank arid the 
''reditor was always considered inviolable. A iinnotir was cir- 
cuiat(‘dt with I'qual celerity and ai^xicty, soon after the arrival 
of the French in I Iolian(h hiphly injurious to the responsibility 
of the institution, and a deputation of ai(^rchants waited respect- 
fully Oil the directors of ti||^ bank, to satisfaction as to its 

solvency; to which an answer, couched in geneiul terrns, but 
favorable to its resoorisiullitv, was given. Owing to the un- 
shaken stability w iiich ij had displayed, fjom 1072, when 
the Fourteenth, at the iiead of a victorious army, was expecteel 
every hour to have riiade las Iriwinphal entjy into AaisteTdain, io 
1793, when the Idciu h fixt d \he destiny of the country, thi3 
answer wa*. recttivt d ividi perfect contideiice anti secnrl*^^ in the 
bajik, and any do>ibt upon the subject w<as cotisidered to be the 
result of parr m.iHumty. * Upon the French taking J3ossessio« 
of Amsterdiur, a complete investigation of the loi- 

lowed* 

rr.BLIC BlTfl.DXNfJS. 

Amsterdam hr.*: u,\ usable sqiijtre?, which add so mnrli to tb® 
splendour of London, nor is there any bridge worthy of beir^ 
noticed, except that which cro.sses the liver Amstel, which i» 
l>uiU of biick, has thiftci n ar ch^ s, juid is tolerably Ikandgoine : on 
the river looking towards this bridgt‘, there is a fine view' of th«* 
city, which 1 preferred ski tcinng, to a more expanded one^on 
the coast, immediately o|>po»ite to the*city, in the north of Hal * 
la«4. pidy associatioo»tbrougHou? ttoUaiad, whic^ resaitef*' 
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Mes z monastir one, is that of the Berguines, reside in z 
large house appropriated to their order, which is surrounded 
•with a wall and ditch, has a church within, and resemble^ 
a little to¥\n; this sisterhood is perfectly secular, the mem- 
hers of which wear no particular dress, mingle w ith the inhabi- 
tants of the city, quit the convent, and marry w hen they please - 
but they are obliged, as long as they belong to the order, to at- 
tend prayers at slated periods, and to be within the com ent at a 
certain hour every evening. To be admitted of this order, they 
must be either unmarried or widows w ithout cluhlren, and the 
only ceitihcate required is that of good behaviour, and that they 
have a competence to live j^poii. The restraints are so very few, 
that a Beguinc may rank next to a happy wife: they havo each 
an apartment and a littlt? flower-garden, mid take no ^vow s of 
celibacy or of any other sort; in short, the whole of the e-^tablish- 
xnent may be considered as a social retirement of amiable w omen, 
for the purpose of enjoying life in an agieeable and blameless 
maoucr. 


nrTCH LADTES. 

The ladies of Holland, if I may judge from those with whom 
I had the honour and happiru of associating in Amsterdam, arfe 
yery amiable, thoroughly well bred, well educated, speak English, 
French and German, and lliey are ver^ polite and courteous to 
Ktrangers : they are also remarkable for wieir attention to decorum 
aod modesty; the umuarried, without prudery, are highly >irtu- 
<ms, and the married present a pattern of conjugal fidelity. They 
are also very fond of dancing, jmrticularly of w^altzing, and they 
are much attached to J^nglish country dances, in which the most 
graceful Paiisian belle seldom appears to any advantage. 

The iaterior of the houses belonging to the liight r classes in 
Amsterdam is very elegant ; the decoration and furniture of their 
rooms is very njuch in the French style : they are also very fond 
of having a series of landscapes, painted in oil colours, upon the 
mdes of the rooms, instead of stuc co or paper, or of ornament- 
iog them with pictni^s ahd engravings. The average rent of re- 
spectable houses, independent \)f taxes, is from one thousand to 
twelve hundred florins. Th6 dpancr heur, i>n account of the 
exchange, is about four o'clock in this city, and their modes of 
cooking unite those of England and France : immediately after 
dinner the whole company adjourn to coflee in the drawing- 
room. 

The water in this part of Holland is so brackish and feculent, 
Aat it is not drank even^by the common people. There are 
xpattr-mt^t'chants^ who ard constantly^ occupied in supplying the 
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City^vvitli drinkot)le water, which they briri^ in boats from Utrecht 
>vand Germany^ in large stone bottles: llie price of one of ibeso 
ISrnties, corraining a galion, is about eighipcnce Fvng!i? 5 h. The 
poor, M ho cannot ailojd to buy it, substitute lai.i- water. The 
vVines cfraiik are prirfl:ipally claret and iVom l!:e ul.iuc'. TJiq 
vintage of Portugal has no mo] c admirers here than at Hotter-* 
dam, except amongst young Dutchmen, wiio have eiilier been 
intich in Eciglaud^ or are fond of the taste and fashions of our 
>:oiintry. 

DUTCH POLICE. 

Thifi laws in Holland against noc.^unal (hsturbers of the 
peace aroNvery seveie, A few months before 1 was in A ius< 'or- 
dain, two ^ujung genllemon of family antf for nine had bcfai con- 
ihuiiaed to jjay ten thousand dorins for liaving, vdicn (hisiied 
with the Ta?e;ui grape,’* rather rudelv treated two women, of tlie 
lower orders. The night police of H iliand uouid an ex- 
j.'elhuit model for that of England. I'lic watch .men arc youjig, 
strong, resolute and well appointed, but iiiinoying lo stra:igcrs, 
for they strike the (ju aricr with a mallet on a hoard, arid will 
haunt liis repose all night, unless he is fortunale enough to sleep 
backwards, or until he becomes accustomed to the clattei. Mid- 
night robberies and fires very .seldom occur : to guard ag:dn.st 
the spreading of the latter, , .there are persons appointed, wluise 
office it is to remain all day and all night in tlie towers or steeples 
of the liigliest churches, and as soon as they discern the flame, 
to su.speud, if it be in tlie day, a iiag; if in the night, a lautlioru 
towards the ijuuner of the city in which it rlse.s, accomfuinied 
by the blr>s\ing of a trumpet. This vigilanc^', and the facility of 
procuring water in .suinmer, die ii^itural caulion of tlie pta»ple, 
and their dread of such an accident, conspne to reuiier it w v vi ' V " 
rare visitor. 


LAW^S n ELATING TO nEBTOUS. 

Although, owing to the great frugality and industry of the 
people, an insolvent debtor is rather a rare •character, consc- 
qmuitly held in more odium in than in mo*t Jidier coun- 

tries, yet the laws of arnsi are r^iikler there than in England. 
il the (hdjtor be a citizen cw registered burgher, lie is not subject 
lo have his person seized at the suit of the creditor, until tiirec 
'cgular summonses have been duly served upon him, t»> appear 
n the proper court, and rc.sisi* the claim preleired agaiimt him, 
Aliich pj'oce.ss is completed in about a monlli ; after which, if 
le does not obey it,, his per.sou is subjhet to arre.^t^, but only 
'hen he has quitted his houses for in Hoiiand a man*s dvtjelling 

M 



CARU'S travels 


is held even more sacred ihaii in England, and no civil process 
whatever is capable of bein»' served upon him, if he stands but 
on the ihreshold of his home. In this sanctuary he may set ; c 
defiance every claimant; if, however, he has the hardihood to 
^ipp(!ar abroad, without having satisfied or compromi'^ed his 
debt, lie is then pretty sure, from the vigilance and activity of 
the proper officers, to be seized ; in wliicli case ho is sent to a 
liouse of restriction, not a prison for felons, wln ro l\e is uiuiu- 
tuined with liberal hunianltv, the cxpcncf.;s of whieli, as well as 
of all the proceedings, must be defrayed by the creditor. Under 
thes<i qaaliricalious, every debtor ;s liable to arrest, let the amount 
of the debt be ever so small. 'Uhe banlrnpt. laws of llciland 
differ from ours in this respect, that all ibe cii iiOns innst sign 
the debtor’s certiiicale, or agreement. ol Idu iation : l;ut if any 
refuse, the ground of their refusal is siibmittrd to ui hltrators, wln^ 
decide whether the bankrupt shall, nolvvnhstandirir have hi- 
certificate or not. 

A AXSFRr i:k hits. 

A passenger can seldom pasn a street Without seeing one or 
more public fiinctiimuries, J believe peculiar to this country ; they 
are called tinnsprceker, and their office is to Inform the friends 
und acquaintances of any one who dies, of the melaucholy event* 
The dress of these dealli-nu^ssengcrs is a black gowi!, a band, a 
lovv cocked hat with :i long crape depending b(*hiiKl. lo pass 
from the shade of death to the light of love : a singular custom 
ohtaiin's upon the celebration of nuirriage amongst genteel per- 
? ons, for tlie bride and bridegroom to send each a bottle of wine, 
geiK rally fine hock, spiced and sugared^ and decorated with all 
toils of ribands, to t.ie house of every acquaintance ; a custom 
v.hmlgjs frt^quenlly very exp<*nsive. Tiie i)utch have also a siri- 
gular niodc^of ailing linen and beds, by means of a trokenkorb, 
or iiic-hasket, u hicli is about the size and shape of a magpieV 
cage, within Avhicli is a pan iilh'd with burning turf, and the linen 
is spread cc/tu il.« ickcr frame, or to air the bed, the whole 
nitK'hme i.s placed, Jvv Uvccn the sliccts. With an exception of 
tli’e -strect.s I have tlientioiicdy^and some others in that quarter of 
the city, tin y are not remarkable citber^for beauty or cleanlin<\''s-* 
They are ail paved with brick, and none of them have any di- 
videxl flagstone foot-path for foot-passengers : however, the pave- 
nient is more handsome and comfortable than that of Paris; 
altliough in l>ollj cities liu' pedestrian lias no walk that be can 
call bis own, \et in Ain'^terdam lie is more secure than in the 
French capital, on account of the few carriages, and the skill and 
caulioii ot the diivci;.-. > in uo capital in the world, not even e\- 
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rt^plhi^ Petersburg, is the foot-passenger so nobly accommo- 
as in ijoiulon. Most of the streets in Amsterdam are iiar-^ 
row; ami many in wiiicli very opulent inervliafits leside, and 
great trafliic is carried on, are not more than sixteen or seventeen 
fet^t wide. 

The canals of this city are very convenient, but many of them 
most oifensively impure, the imlform greenness of which is cbe- 
qnered ofily hy dead eats, dogs, oifa\ and vegetable substances 
of every kind, wliicli are lelt to puti ify at the tt)|>, until the canal 
scavengers, who aia^ ( inployed to clt?au the canals, remove them : 
liie barges v\liich are used on these occasions, and the persons 
e!iipI6y^'d in them, j>res(‘,nt a very disgusting uppcaranc*^ ; the 
mud winch is raised In them, forms most exca lient manure, and 
the summit fetches in Brabant, is calculated to be equal to the 
expences of the voyaoe. Some of the most eminent Dutch 
physic ians maintain that the cfHnvia arising out of tlie flouting 
animal and vegetable matter of these canals, is not injurious, ancl 
in proof, during a contagious fever whicfi ravaged this city, it was 
observed, that the iiiliabitants who resided neaiest to the foulest 
canals, were not infected, vvlnlst those who lived near purer wa- 
ter, only in a few instances escaped; but this by no means con- 
lirms the assertion, because those inhabitants who lived adjoining 
to foul canals, were enured to contagion from its habitual applU 
cation, for the same reason that medical men and nurses gene- 
rally escape infection, from being so consiantiy exposed to it. 
The* fair criteiion would be to ascertain whether, when the city 
is healthy, such quarters of it continue more so. The cjfluvia 
arising from putrid uiiimul matter, by the medical people of tiiis 
country, and of almost every other, is considered far from being 
innoxious, but inflnitely less injurious than that in\olved by 
decomposition of vc'gelables: at tlie same time there 
oflfensive smells tliat are (yr from being unwholesome, for in- 
??tancc^, that of the bilge-water of a ship, and oliiers might be 
t nurneraled. The water of these canals is in general about 
eight or nine feet deep, and the mud at^ the bottom about six 
more. Except in very foggy nights, few deaths by di owning, 
considering the amount of the parjfdatioii, occur in these canals, 
and fewer w ould still haffpen, ifithey were guarded against by a 
railing, which is rarely erected in any part of the city. At night, 
as the city is well lighted, a passenger, unless he is idind, or very 
much inebriaU?d, a disgracetoj coiulition, wliich, as 1 laive beloia; 
observed, i# not often tlisplaycd m Holland, is not very likely to 
t^Jipeiionce a watery death. 

However, to guard as mu< b as posjuJjle against the gloomy 
-OUseqi^ence of Uicsc c:isuu’4ies, tiic keepers of all 
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taverns and all apothecaries in Amsterdam, and In every other 
city in Hollaiul, are compelled under a l»eavy pennlty to keep a , 
printed paper, rontahiin.. ib.e most approvid method of resuscii"^ 
tating iIk‘ suspended auiniulion of drowned peisons, in ,a COU'^^ 
spicuous part o\' their houses. 1'he govt rmnent is also very li- 
bt 1 ai in (ii; tribnimg rewards to those w ho, at their personal. peril, 
rescue a fclkm' creature fiom u( stjuction. (jpon such occ^isions, 
gold, siKer, or medals au bestowt d, according to the nsk and 
rank of the pieservcr. 1 he iirst socu ty for the restoring of 
diK)vvned ptisons vas fottnwd in this city in 17fi7, and the utv 
most tncourageuK nt was eveiy where given throughout the 
United Provinces, by the liiagistratt s in particular, and atte; vfards 
by the states geueval, and the success oi it has bt en eqi4l to its 
humanity. T o the Duldi nation the JEnglish are ind<[bted for 
these admirable institutions, by which so npmy of our cotintryv 
men ha\e at vaiiims luues been snaudied from the gnpV; of death, 
and ri\4oi ed as it w cj c to a new* c>isteiu:e, and to their agonized 
familits. It is a < urious circumstaia e to remaik, that the visible 
disaiTangeiTieui wiiit h ihtUmman frame experiences, irom being 
a consideiable time in water, is very little, litlie that many are 
the iintances where the suffeier bus, in the fust instaiu # , dis]»ia\ed 
all the indicia ol d< alh, and has wdhin a A w hours bu n tnaiiled 
to thank his deliverer in pt rstao Thi ho<l\, dming this tt nipo- 
rary suspi nsioii ot unimain-u. usrinbhs a d tck, upon ns pen- 
dulum bung accidentally st(‘p])od, its woiLs are not mutilated 
nor sliaLui out of liudr p^rc^jcr places, but aie compoUnl to luiew 
their functions the riiumuit the loimei is touched by some iiiuidly 
hand. 


iiii: Kii^rnANGE. 

cliange licre i' m the sauu'st\i( of nichitcctuve as that 
of Potleidiim, bit huger. Itiy astcmslimujt lure was iM\\ 
gioau 1 ihau whiil i ojunuutd at t!*e lallu plate; It/t, at the 
exchange bom, it was tAUliowing with meith.iifils, hK»ktrs, 
agents, and all tiie Imsy motley ch..iacttrs who belong to com- 
pierce. I k in tlie*p*re\ ailing activity, the appe tite ior accumu- 
lation hut a| pt an d tc; have t^^penencecl no checks trom the in- 
evitable eaiaiiiilus oi war. Jvjy^ turpi is^; vmis augnunitd by re- 
flecting, willi ihf se appearances befoie me, upon the prestnland 
fonner conincjcial eondidon of tiie coumiy. 1 he principal 
causes which coniiibuttfl i(> render Amsterdam so rich befoie 
the two last v^al.s, were the mviiu ible incinstiy, the caution, and 
frugality ol the people. 7 he aniient nu rdiants of Amsterdam 
preferred small gains wjth little lisk, to less piobable, aod to. 
larger profits : ifi vvas their cited, more foilunes were raised 
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by paving and Economy, with moderate advantages^ than by bold, 
expt^isivc*, ami perilous speculations. Hiis golden rule they 
IsansMiitled to llieir posterity, ulso have exhibited no groat dis- 
positi?^ to deviate from it. A Dutch merchant of the present 
*d:jY almost always calculates tlie chances for and against his sue- 
eess m au} uuderluking, v^hich he will iniuicdiately rclinqnisla 
unless Jlli< V are vt ry greatly in his favour, and as nearly reducible 
to ct rtaimy ar. possible: he very rarclv over-trades hiirnsv If, or 
extends h:s schemes beyond Ids capital: sueli was the founda- 
tion upon wiiich the commerce of A«nsterdara was raised, 

pi incipa! sources of connnercial wealth to Holland, arose 
frorn^'i^u' herring and (ireenlcmd fisheries, which employed a 
great p\tion of her iiopijlatit*n. I'ht' superior inae.ner m which 
the DntAi pickle and [-.reserve tlicir hefrings is peculiar to them- 
selves, nor has it lieer. in the power of Ihigiand, or any other 
country, t('*iinfl out ti secret which lie's, ii is said^ in the inan- 
ner of gill mg and salting those tisli. "1 lie persons who are ac- 
quaint('(i widi the art, uit* Iiound by an oath never to impart it, 
hitherto religiously adlu'ied lu, and the discloiure of it is more- 
over guarded agnin.st Ivy ihe |:iw« of the country. This national 
fiotiree of vvealtli lias beui gu'atly impeded, in consequence, of 
the Dutch having no herring fisheiies of their own, but being 
obliged to seek them on du: F.ngi'ah eoast at the pioper season, 
vvht'ic, paitleuliuly ofiAi armoioh, tlie herring aiioa.’S have been 
known t<j b(' six and se'vcn feet deep /.it!) llsl). The piTinissioii. 
j'^ranted to the Dutch iisheimen, to proseru’.o their occupation 
unrnolesh'd on our co:i.«ts. noivviihslauding tlie war, was fre- 
quently wididrawn by our ciui''er.s. i^ast year a privati' agiec- 
inent took plucr belvvcmi the two eoimlrie^, and lh(' mdulgeiice 
was renewed, i)y wliici) the Du'^eli weie very ahuu hu.dy sup- 
plied with llu ir fi; vc.u! 1 !:' iish : so much esteemed it, 

<irst herring eure<l was alway •: pr esented I » the aiai 

opulent families lijve be/'ji* known to give sevci^ shiii.mg?, and 
cv‘ea a guinea, fur the Inal lien jngsS brought to market. 

ro I. () N I A L c o M M K u c v. o F a* 1 V. *b n 'rr n , 
lor more limn a etninry liie j/filch lvast> India Company en- 
joyed the inon(>po!y ot' the line ifpiTa.'r, comineliemling niumegs, 
cloves, niace, eiimamon, ike. winch eonslilated tlie prineijial 
Inancli of the Asiatic as \veil a> the Iwiiopean i'oiuinerce of 
Holhiiul: J(i0,0(/f) (loves were uimiudiy sent to Lurupe, and 
about IdOjOOO v\ere sold in*lndia; (^a(),(K)0 lbs. of nutmeg, the 
prudnet' of the island of Banda, used to be .sv)ld in lairopc', and 
XCOybOO il;s. in India. In Kiirope alsV^ d(>0,(}wO ih.s. id cinpa- 
Hiou used to bfc brought to i^mket, and lIc)0,0Ui) ibs. co^i,vwm«d‘ 
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in Iciciia* Batavia presents a wonderful instance of the f itter- 
prize of tlie Dutch, who, bom themselves in a niarsliy cc^uiUr/^ 
below the level of the ocean, erected a kingdom in the mtli de- 
gree of north latitude, in the most prolific part of ihe^ globe, 
w here the fields are covered with rice, pepper, and cinnamon, 
and the vines bear fruit twice a year. Although this colony re- 
mains to Holland, the Dutch spice-market must have v£ry ma- 
terially suffered, from the vigilance of our ships of w ar in va- 
rious parts of the w^orld, ^id particularly from the recent cap- 
ture of her valuable spice ships returning home richly laden 
from that colony. The Dutch also carried on a large t);ade in 
♦ rice, cotton, and pepper, and the Java coliee, which wa|lhought 
to be second only to that^of Mecca. The reader m ay perhaps, 
be surprised to find that the amount of the spice exports should 
every year be the same, The Dutch East India Company was 
enabled to make this calculation in consequciicti of having ac- 
quired a tolerably exact knowledge of the quantity of each kind 
of spice that w ould be necessary for the consumption of the 
European markets, and never permitting any more to be ex- 
ported. In this branch of trade they had no competition^ 
and they were enabled to keep the price of their spices as 
high as they chose, by ordering what remained unsold at 
tlie price they had fixcnl upon it, to be burnt. Tin ir spices 
gave them influence upon the trade of the north of iairopo, 
in consequence of their being highly prized by the diflerent 
nations on the shores of the Baltic, w ho furnished the Dutch 
with their grain, hemp, flax, iron, pitch, tar, masts, planks, 
&c. I'he surrender of Cura^oa to the British arms must 
also he severely felt. * This island was always of great irnpor- 
Vjiiti 4^ the Dutch, the possession and commerce of which 
they were very desirous of retaining and extending. The Dutch 
West India Company, many years sin^JC, refused to exchange it 
for the Spanish island of Porto Rico. The commerce of Cu- 
ra^oa formerly took up yearly about fifty large ships, upon an 
average of 300 tonti eadh, and the quantity of go(Kls annually 
shipped from Holland amounted to 500,000/. and the returns 
nearly doubled that sum. IT ports*. from Uolland consisted 
of German and Dutch linens, checks. East Iiidiu goods, woollen 
and cotton manufactures, spices, ciniunnon, building materials, 
and many other articles of case and luxury. The imports to 
Eurdpe were indigo, coffee, sugar; hides, cotton, dye-wood, 
tortoise-shell, varinas, Porto Rico tobacco, and occasionally co- 


chineal. The Dutch also^carricd on a very flourishing trade to 
Turkey and the Levant, ify selling their own, the Irish and Eng- 
lish cloths, and purchasing tea, cocoS, ginger, and thread. The 
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cormncrcial irftercourses also between Holland and England 
.weaver}’ importaiil, in whicli the balance was greatly against 
die ijUtch^ which induced many, who were ignorant pf their 
real cilfracter, to conclude, that they never could sujiport so 
firodigious a drain oF species as tliey have invariably experienced 
in such cornniunications; an impression which siibsides when it 
is canstdered that the Dutch consumed but little oF wiiat they 
import«d from Engl an i, and that what they purchased they re- 
sold in an improved condition to other countries, A nation can 
only become rich from trade when ^ts exports For the use oF 
foreign states is in a greater proportion than its impm ts for its 
own irottsumption. An impression hat>gone forth, that a nation 
cannot impoverlslied if the importation of Foreign nierchatt- 
dize be purchased abroad by native commodity, a»id not with 
specie ; whereas upop a nation striking the balance oF iier ac- 
count with ^he country she may have dealt with, it will he Found 
that the deficiency on the side of her exportation niust be made 
up in specie. Hence an industrious and frugal people, like the 
Dutch, will, when their country is in a state of tranquillity, pos- 
sess great advantages over most other nations. Industry increases 
the native commodity, whether it arises from the soil or the ma- 
iiuFacture, and increases the exportation. Frugality will lessen 
the cotisumption, and of course increase the exportation of 
five, and reduce the importation of foreign produce, for home 
consumption. The excess of all native commodities is sure of m 
market, of which those wiio can sell the cheapest v\ 111 be the 
masters : lienee a frugal and industrious pepple will be able to 
live and accumulate, where those who are neither could not five. 
This spirit of industry and frugality has bt^n for ages, and still 
continues to be the guardian of this nation, by w hich it was 
abled to support its many, long, and costly wars, ainl hitSTif ‘ 
force the, King of Spain, it| anlicnt master, to recognize its indt?- 
pendent sovereignty. Although the Hollaiiders, Uefoiie die last 
war, were the undisputed proprietors of the Indian spices, of the 
silks of India and China, and of the fine^cotton mam.factitres of 
Indostan, till a period at no great distance tlie common people 
wore plain woollen cloth, and fe^ on fish and vegetables. So 
universally powerful was •this pifepensity to economy, that for- 
merly the common people, and even opulent nm^rchants, never 
changed their fashions, and left off their clothes only because 
they were worn out. They have been known to purclrase the 
coarse English cloth for their own wear, and sell their own fine 
Leyden cloths to Germany, Turkey, Portugal, and other coun- 
tries : they also bought the cheapest lft|lter and cheese in the 
north of England, and in lr<iJand, for their ow n consumption, 
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aiid sent tlio best of those articles produced in tbe'Ir own country 
to foreii^n markets. '^Fhe wealtli which many individuals rccu- 
miilated by their parsimonious habits was astonishing. / 
Another source IVoni which Anisieidam derived great 
was the exchange and bunking business. From her peculiar si* 
tuation, vast credit, and extensive correspondence with every 
nation upcm the face of the globe, this city has been the channel 
through which nearly three parls of the money reminecl from 
one slate to another in Fui ope have passed, and which Imve eu- 
riched the inercliauts by ih ) customary commissions upon such 
remittances : to which may be adiied the duties payable upon all 
imports received iVom ihfj manufactures of the western ^rart of 
Germany, upon all g()ods which in their transit by the Ffiine and 
by the Maas to b)reign I'narkets must pass through Amsterdam 
or Rotterdam, from which Holland imist have derived u consi-* 
derable revenue. In short, in other and better time.*?, the trade 
with Great Ihitain, Persia, Russia, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Cochin anti its dependencies, Molucca, China, Japan, Norv^ay, 
Denmark, Sweden, Pomerania, Livonia, the posses-sion of that 
important promontory tlie Cape of Good Hope, ^and the com- 
merce of the Elbe, the Weser, and the Maas, all contributed to 
raise Am.sterdam to the commercial renown whicli she once en- 
joyed. Yet, nolwithstuiiding, under all her difiictilue.s, ari.sing 
from lier territorial and marine losses hy the war, the seveiity of 
the English blockade, the activity of ihe Eugliiih cruizers, and of 
the FiTuch privateers, Holland still continues to carry on a con- 
siderable intercourse wish her old connections, through the mcr 
diuin ol* neutral bottoms, secured by iirsuiances eifected fre* 
quently at the enornipjiis premium of 20/. per cent. 

^ To return to the Exchange^of this great city : I was much 
Aith the continence of people wdiich surrounded one gen- 
tleman, who stood with his b^ck towards one of the pillars, and 
were very cage;* to get a word or a w hisper from him : upon en- 
quiry this proved to be the acting partner of the house of Messrs. 
Hope ; a house that, before the last war, could at any time dic- 
tate the exchange to Europe. This place is infested by a great 
number of Jew fruiterers, w ba practise ali^orls of stratagems to 
set off their fruit, such as pinffinj the stalk of a fresh melon upon 
the bottom of a stale and rotten one, which had nearly succeeded 
with me. The melons in Holland are remarkably line ; and as 
a proof of their cheapness, i need only mention, that one morn- 
ing, when strolling iluougli the streets, 1 gave no more than 
the value ^)f lenpence for a very large one, exquisiiely fla- 
voured. 
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, THE MARINE SCHOOL. 

f^jvas much pleuscvl with seeing the marine school, Mliich, 
ultli(Aigli its object is to form a nursery for naval officers, was, 
stratij^ to relate, mnch neglected by tlie stadtliolderiali govern- 
jiient, \iiid was originally instituted, and ufterwards supported, 
by the patriotic spirit of private individii^l^. The pupils are 
the children of citi/«'ns of all classes, and are received from seven 
to tweKMi years of ajie. upon the payment of a very moderate 
yearly stipend. Tludr education and treatment are the same as. 
in similar institutions here and in other countries. In the yard is 
a brig completely rigged, for llie inslfuction of the boys. 

In^the iiorth-f.ast part of the city stands the Itapslmys, or rasp- 
house, vvliich ciimiuals, whose offehces are not of a capital 
nature, confined. A narrow court^recedihg from the street, 
iifw’hicli art' the kecpt i's lodge and apartments for the different 
officers, fo|m the eii4rance of this prison. Over the gate are 
some insignificant, paint<*d, wooden figures, representing crimi- 
nals sawing logwood, and Justice holding a rod over them. The 
gaoler, apparently a good-natured, ineny fellow, shewed rne info 
the inner court, forming an oblong square, on three sides of which, 
ihi^ cells of the prisoners, and oh the fourth side the warehputes^ . 
containing the ground dying wood, are arranged. This yard is 
very much encumltered with piles of log-wopd, which sadly fe^ 
docethe miserable pittance of space allotted for the prisoners, to^ 
walk in. In qiie corner, iii lerroretn, is a wliippihg-post, with 
another, little hguic of Justice bolding a rod. ' In this yard I saw 
spine the men sawing the Caiiifteachy -wood, with a saw of 
prodigious large teeth, which appeared, to be a work of extreme 
labour; and upon niy so expressing myself to the gaoler, through 
iny lacfjiUiis dc jdace, he informed me, that at first it required a 
painful exertion of strength, but fliat ibe prisoners by practice 
were enabled, toi savv it with ease, and to supply their weekfy 
quota hf two hundred poun|;{s weight of sa^ycd pieces^ and also to 
make'^ii variety of little articles in slrawy bone, wood, and cop- 
per,' to sell to those \^bo visited^ tbp^rjsori. The prison di ess 
consists of a jacket, tor surtput i^^ white shirts, 

hats, flannel stockings, and leather Jjjrpes. The conduct of these 
unfortunate persons is annually n^rted to the magistrate, who 
regulates the period of flieir comme men t, where the ciise will 
admit of ail exercise of discretion, by such report. 

In Or, corner of the yard I was shewn a cell, in which, if tlie person 
^vUo^ is calljupy in it does noUincessan% pump out the water let 
ii^t^'it, he must inevilably be drowned ; but the gaoler informed me, 
that it had not been used for many years^and that it wgs now 
an object of terror. In the w^an houses^which are very shabby, 
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were piles of rasped wo^d for d>ing of various rqlonrs ; anion^*it 
others, the Evonvmus Eiiropacus, the Morus Tiuctoria, amrihe 
Hasmotoxyliun Canipechiomnn. 1 Mas informed, that women 
who are attached to the prisoners, are permitted to visit ll^m at 
Stated periods, without anv resiiaiiit, by which one of tKe great 
political objects of lioliand, the eiicourageineiit of population, 
does not suffer by this wholesoinc separation of the faulty from 
.the bl amt loss members of society. Hie number of jilisoners 
amounted to 124; tluiv were far from looking healthy; this 1 
attributed more to the height of the walls enclosing the yard, 
which, as well as the number of logv^ood piles, must greatly iin- 
-pede the circulation of the air, than to excess of toil anrl severity 
of treatmt nt. The prisoners aie not enciiinbercd witli irons, 
and I should think an escape from such a prison migh^e easily 
effected. 


THE WORK- HOUSE. 

From the ra^p-house I proceeded to the work-house, in the 
cast quarter of the city, close to the Muider and Prince Ciragls, 
an establishment which I believe has no parallel in llm world. 
,Itis avast building: the purposes to which it is applied are 
partly currectional and partly charitable* ^Fhe number of per- 
sons within its walls, witen I saw it, amounted to seven hundred 
and fifty of both m:*xcs, and the annual expence is about one hun- 
dred thousand florins. In the rooms belonging to the governors 
and directresses, arc some exquisite pictures by \'and\ke, Rem- 
brandt, and Joidaens. In a vast room very cleanly kept and 
well ventilated, were an immense number of women, occupied 
in sewing, spinning, &c. ; amongst Ahem was a line, handsome, 
hearty looking Irish woman, who had been confined two years 
'it the instance of her husband, for being more iontl of a little 
THie^'othidain gin than of her liege spouse. In another vast 
apartment, secured by massy iron railing and gratc^l^ windows, 
were about seventy female convicts, who apjx ared to lie in the 
highest state of discipline, and were very industriously and si- 
lently engaged in n)aking under the superiulcndency of 

a governess, Fiom the wal^of the room were suspended in- 
struments of punishment, as scoqrges, iions for the legs, 
ficc. which, W'e were informed, Were not spared uf>t>n the slightest 
appearance of insubordination. These women aie alwa}s kept 
apart from the rest. The wards of men, and the schoolrooms 
for a great number of cbiidren, who are educated and maintain- 
ed Hfidei’ the same roof, as >vell as the dormitories, were in the 
highest state of neatness. In another part of tins building, 
never shewn to strangers^ w ere confided about ten young ladies. 
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of v(?ry respeGtable, and some of Very Iiioh fainiiiee', seat there by 
ih^ parents or friends for undutiful deportment, or some otlier 
iloiitstic ()ffence — they are compelled lo wear a particular dress 
' as a mark of depjradatioii, oblicjed lo work a slated number of 
•hou^s^i day, and are occaKionaily whipped; th{‘y are kept apart 
by themselves, and no one but a falla r, iiiotlu j, brother, or sis- 
ter, can see tliem during their coiuiiif aii-nt, and then only by ati 
order " fro^m one of the directors. Jliishaiids may here, upon 
complaint of extravagaiu e, drunkenness, &c. duly proved, send 
their wives to be eonlined and receive the discipline of the house; 
and wives tlx ir husbands, fi>r two, three, aofl four 3cajs to- 
getlKr. The allowance of food is abundant and good, and each 
personVs permitted to walk for a propeV time in the courts within. ■ 
the builMing, which are spacious. E^'ery ward is kept locked, 
and no one <'an go in or out without the especial permission of 
the proper# officer. * 


THE PLANTATION. 

Close to this place is the plantation, a very large portion ol 
ground within the city, laid out in avenues, and a great numbei 
of little gardens, formed into several divisions by streets of pretty 
country and summer-houes ; and tlie whole is surrounded by 
canals. this rus in nrbe, such of the citizens and their fami- 
lies repair in the suniuier to dine or drink tea, whose finances, oi 
spirit of economy wffil not admit of their having a house in the 
country. To render these rural indulgences as cheap as possible, 
three or four families join in renting one small cottage, or per- 
haps a summci-house juid garden. Never did any spot devoted 
to the pleasure of nature exhibit more silence and solemnity : uo 
sports, no pastime, no laugh noi gambol : Hhe females diink their 
tea and work, and the men sai&ke in peaceful tacitunntv, arfl 
scarcely move their eyes from their different occupatioiii, unless 
some very animutmg and attractive object passes. 

FUNERALS. 

In my way fiom the plantatioi)* to, the cJkgaiit country resi- 
dence of a i)utrh merchant of high respectability, 1 passed, a 
few miles fiom Amstei\|ani, tw^^urial places of the Jews, who 
wisely bury their dead m the coimtiy ; the other inhabitants fol- 
low the bimeful practice of biiiying in the clmrclies and clmrcli* 
yaids in ffie city, where the catholics deposit their dead Vfery frt- 
qwently in protestant chuiches. In Holland tlie honours of ft- 
noral pomp are scarcely ever displayed ; the spirit of economy ^ 
which seems to be the tutelar saint of ffiesc moist regions, seldom 
inettrs a further expence than a plainXoflin, which costs httle. 
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4ind sonic genuine tears or sighs, which cost nbllting. To de- 
scribe the iiumcions churches, rliapcls, and conventicles of/the 
religions of nil persuasions, wlio since the revolution live in/ or- 
dial amity with each other, and with the govemiiUMit wilder which 
they enjoy the lights of eijiial citizenship, would be a laborious ‘ 
and not a very interesting labour. M'lic quakers lu re, and in 
every other town in Ilollaiul, are very few : tbe Jews and the 
anabaptists are Very numerous, and there are many Uviniin ca- 
tholics. Before the revoiulion the clergy of the established 
church were paid by the government; tliey, as well as every 
other priest or pastor, are now supported at lixed salari(‘s, raised 
rateably amongst the inhabitants of tbe parishes in \\hic]> they 
‘Officiate, each sect suppoifing its own minister. In evciV parish 
registers of births, miirrioge.s, and deaths, are regula/fy kept. 
The church-yards are not disgiatu d, like ours, with low facetious 
epitaphs, more calculated tc; make the living* merry, tkan to lead 
them to serious meditation, liach jiarish maintains ifs own poor, 
under the coiitroul of a council. ^Ihe sabbath is kept in Holland 
M’ith the same solemnity as England. I'he great luiiiiber of 
charitable institutions in Amsterdam, in which the sick and the 
friendless of all persuasions are received and cherished, w ithout 
any recommendation but that of afllietion, though to enumerate 
them here would not be very entertaining to the reader. 

LITERAUV SOCIETIES. 

There are several literary societies in Amsterdam, which are 
supported with equal spirit and libciolity. Felix Meritis is 

the principal public institute; it is .supported by private sub- 
scriptions; no money is paid upor# admission ; foreigners are 
adniilled with a subscriber’s ticket, but no native can be received 
he is a subscribc3r. I'liis place is a large building, con- 
tainingTorne fine apartments, particularly tlie nuisic-ioom, which, 
during the concerts, is much resorted W by the most opuleiH and 
fashionable IjamUlies, many of whom play, with the assistance of 

E rofessional performers, arc also roo^ns devoted to jihi- 

)sophy and the arts Jerffid: pahiting«^ro(;m 1 was shewn some 
works of the modem Diitch pamlcrs, which were not above me- 
diocrity ; they appear .to have that exquisite art of colouring, 
which so t uiiiu nlly distingui.Jjed' their predteCssors. I’his cir- 
ciinivStance is very .singulan,. Ciursidering how many ingenious ar- 
tists this city has produced, amongst whom may be enumerated 
the Does, tri iffier, Sclid links, .the celebrated Adrian, and 

Wiltiani Winder velde, &c. JVI. Sniit, and Mr. Do Winter, very 
.0pM|ent merchai0 have p line collection of . paintings. Mrv 
yan‘,^prenton ha^^lao a vi^iuable cabinet, in which are the 
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Venetian pirl«res supposed to be in Holland; audit) tjic surgery 
is a*|K>ble picture by ileinbrandt. 


TllJ; THE AT UK. 

• The Dutch theatre is large and liaiid.'Omc, and Itas a noble 
front. On the night 1 was lliere, Madam Vatlier pt itoniied: 
she occupies the same place in the public cslim.ation in IJollaiid 
as the inynortal Siddoius does in that of England : sl)e is ad- 
vanced in years, but still continues to display great tragic qua- 
lities : at the same tinir* In r in;mii(‘j; is rather too vc Iieim nt for 
an English suuiitor. I'lu' principal dancer in the ballet rvas 
Mad'iimistdle i^olly, who dances with great agilit\. U’he 
scener) is good. During the interval between the acts, tlie peoj)le 
rjuit thcMiouse, to lake refreshments «nd walk in the open air: 
upon lh( sc occasions the national spirit is again displayed: as 
there is n(.»lialf-pri<*e, little l)oys hover round the doors, and bid 
upon each oilier for the purchase of the re«adniission tickets of 
those who come out, for the purpose of re-sclling them at a pro- 
lit. The Ercnch theatre is small but neat, and* tolerably well 
nqiplicd with performers. After the play it is usual to go to 
the Kondell, wheie the higher classes of tlie w oiuen of the town 
as.semblc to waltz. This assembly-room, like the spill-house of 
Rotterdam, is frequented by tradesmen, their wives and their 
children. After hearing so much of this place, 1 was greatiyr 
disappointed on viewing it. The assembly-room is small and 
shabby, the music wretched, and adjoining is a small square 
court, with three or four trees in itj^ scantily decorated w ith about 
a' dozen lamps. Such is Uie celebrated Rondell of Amsterdam)' 
which the Dutch w ho have^ever visited England coiitcnd is su- 
perior to our V'auxhail. 

BROCK. 

With a large and veiyf agreeable party, I made an excur- 
sion into North Holland, where we visited Brock, one of the 
most curious, and one of the prettiest villages in Holland. Tlic 
streets are divided by little rivulets the houses and summer- 
houses, formed of w ood painted jj^neen and white, are v<>rv hand- 
some, tliough w himsical in theijp diape, and are all remarkably 
•neat. They are like so many mausoleums, for the silence oi 
death reigns throughout the place. Ihe inhabitants, who have 
formed a peculiar association amongst themselves, scarcely ever 
admit a stranger w ithin theif doors, and hold but little intercourse 
with each other. During our stay, we saw only the faces ol tvt(> 
of them, and those by a stealthy pt‘e|>» I'hcy are very nch, so 
muiiih so. that nianv of their CLiliiiarv utensils are of solid gold; 
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The shuttors of the windows in front of the houses nrc always 
kept shut, and the principal entrance is never opc ned but oy^iie 
marriage or tiie death of one of the family. "I’he pnveint/st of 
the .strc(*l is lessclatcd with all soiis of little pebbles and ijocklc^ 
shells, and are kept in siicli exfpnsite order, that a dojjj or cat 
Rre never seen to trespass ii]>on it; and it is sakl, that formerly 
there was a law which obliged all passengt is to take off tindr 
shoes in the siiinincr when they walked uj)oii it ; tliat a man was 
once repriniandod for sneezing in -the streets; and lalt<Mly, a 
clergyman, upon being appointed to fill the eluirch on the di niiso 
of a very old predecessor^ was treated with great shyness by his flock, 
because he did not (unwittingly) lake off* his shoes Wh^ri he 
Ascended the pulpit. The gardens of this village produce deer, 
dugs, peacocks, chairs, tables, and ladders, cut out in boL Sneli 
a inuseuin of vegetable statuary I ne\er witnessed before. Brock 
represents a sprightly ball-room well lighted *up, withc/iit a soul 
in the ort hestra or upon the floor. iVoni .Brock w^e proceeded 
to Saardam, which at a small distance* seems to be a city of wind- 
mills. The houses are principally built of wood, evt jy one of 
whicli has a little fantastic baby-sort of garden. Government 
has discontinued building ships of w ar here, whicii u.setl to be a 
source of great prosperity to the town ; however, its numerous 
paper and sawing mills employ a vast number of hands, and pro- 
duce great opul^ce to the place. Wc paid our homage to the 
W'ooden cottage where Peter the fireat resided when he came to 
this place to Jearn the art of slnp-building ; it is very small, arni 
stands in a garden, and is in tolerable preservation. The wometi 
ki Noith [lol laud arc said to be handsomer than in any oilier 
part of the country. As I was veiy? desirous of comuK'uciwg my 
tour on the Khine, 1 was glad tp return to Amsteidain. 

CLIMATE OF HOLLAND. 

The clhiiatq of Holland is moistj but far from being un- 
pleasant or umvhoicsome, although some travellers have thought 
pioper to say it ^ccmsistii of arx months bud weatlier. 'I he 
priticij'al dhisions *of tlw Country are at piesent the same as 
they were during the repiibH^ namely, Holland, Ovefys^el, 
Zealand, FritsJand, Ustfecht^^roningen, Guelderland, and 
Zutphen, besides the Tcael and other islands; but the <.king 
has it in contempltftion, it is said, of speedily dividing the King- 
dom into teu department^. Holland contains 113 cities or 
large towns, 1400 vtHages, and uelarly 2,8CX),000 inhabitants. 
The military forcte of Holland amounts to about 40,000 cavalry 
and jiifantry. populplion and a force which cannot but 



through HOLLAND, &C. 05 

astonish the rfjader, when he rejects upon the size, soil, and 
pcitiAtion of the coinitry. 

I" intended to Have taken the treckschuyt to Ustrecht, as the 
nver>AnLst<tl is all the way lined with tlie most beautirni country- 
.lK)usc!y and grouiuls in Holland; but as some friends oi niiue 
in Amsterdam obligingly proposed accompanying me, and were 
strongly desirous that I sliouid see Naarclen, Soestdyke, and 
some other places in our way, the boat vvas relinquished for 
llie carriage. 1 however recommend the trawiler not to 
omit going to Ustrecht by v^ater. l^xceilent carriages and 
horses are ah^ ays to be procured at a large livery stable keeper’s 
wIkl I elides near the Utrecklsche Poort, or Ustrecht (ii ate, in 
AmsteVdam, close to the house from Which the Ustrecht treck- 
scliLiyts proceed; for these he must ijpake the best bargain he 
can, as he will be wholly at the mercy of tlie propriet<5i:. The 
inconvenience aiul hnposition arising from travelling in Holland 
are frequently severely felt, on account of tlujre being no regu- 
lar posting, in Amsterdam the price of a carriage for the day 
is fourteen florins, and for this the coachman provides for him- 
self and. horses. The back of our carriage towards the horses, 
folded into two divisions, resting upon the fixed seat, so that 
when the cushion was placed upon it, the seat was only a little 
raised ; thus the coach either became close or open : the roof 
was fixed, Ju this vehicle, wdth a pair of good horses, Me set 
out for Naarden, a clean pretty little town, more skilfully and 
strongly fortified tlian any other town in Hollanil : liere tlie 
§aiiie tranquillity reigns as in most of the other Dutch coun- 
try towns. Hrom the ramparts, which prest nt a very agreeable 
walk, there is a fine view of the Zuyder Zee on the norlbcni 
side, the water of wdficli being in many ^>lace.s very shidiow, at 
a distance resembled moving *i)iouik1s of sand. H en^ nii yV 
throughout the whole journey, our coacliman gave the piefer- 
eiR‘e to coffee, of whicli the Dutch are remarkably fond, instead 
of wine or spirits, with his diuiier. Prom ecoiuftny, as I obser 
ved at this place and elsewhere, the middling people keep a 
bit of sugar-candy in their mouth v/he|i^heyi drink tea or coffee, 
instead of using sugar in the we do. Our host regaled m 
after dinner witli a vylunteer/^'sert of some very deJiciou# 
pears, which grew in very great profusion in his garden. 

DUTCH FARMS. 

IFrom this place to Soestdyke, one of the two country palaces 

the King allow'ed by the constitution, the roads are very 
sandy^ and w e were obliged to take four horses. Jn the neigb- 
botudiood of jNaurden the country is oncred with buck-wheat; 
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which, after we had advanced about four l aigli^h inil(*s, began 
to undulate, and present a very beautiful apj>earance. ^The 
many spires and cliiiiinies of villages peepihg above ihvf trees 
in all directions, the small divisions of land, the neat and uUiner- 
otis little farmhouses which abounded on all sides of us> pre- 
sented a picture of industry and prosperity seldom seen in any 
other country. The sound wisdom displayed by the Dutch in 
previaiting the overgrowth and consolidation of farms, cannot 
fail to strike the observation of the traveller, and particularly an 
Knglish one. By this admirable policy, Holland is enabled 
to inaimain its comparative immense population, under the 
p eat disadvantage of a soil far from being in general jjynial ; 
lieucc it is but little buUhciied with paupers, and lienee the 
abundance of its provision. In bhigland, on the contrary, the 
farmers, grown opulent by availing themsidves of the calamities 
of unproductive seasons, and consequent scarcity^, have for 
many years past omitted no opportunity, by grasping at every 
purchase, to enlarge their estates ; and hence a })roportion of 
land, which, if separated into small allotments, would give food, 
and a moderate profit, to mHni/ families, is now monopolized 
by one; and those who ought to be farmers on a small scale, 
are now obliged to work as labourers in llie lields of llieir em- 
ployers, at w^ages that arc not sufiicient, if llieir families were 
luinierous, to prevent the necessity of their applying for paro- 
chial aid. If some legislative sysUnn could be elfected to re- 
strain this monstrous and growing evil, by that ardent and cor- 
dial lover of Iris country, and particulai ly of the lower classes of 
society, Mr. Whitbread, who lias so laudably in parliament 
applied his enlightened mind to ameliorate the condition of the 
poor, it would be ono of the most bencticial measures that ever 
i^eceived the fiat of the British' senate. 1 do not repine to see 
ilie ianruTs, or any other respectable class of men, receive and 
enjoy the honest fruits of* their o\vif enteprize auclmidustry; I 
could see wdth less regret all those decent and frugal habits 
of the farm, which onct? characterised the yeoman^ of Englijg^d, 
supersederl by the fplly fashions of the gay and dissipfctl ; 
the farmer drinking his hottle of port instead of some cheap 
isalubrious ale ; his daughter, ubv^onger bfouglit up in the dairy, 
rctm aing fioin u boarciing^sch'^i, to iniiigle the sounds of her 
harp with lowing of cows, or reluctantly going to the market 
of adjoining town, tricked out in ankward, inijiplaced 
iincify, with a goose in one hand ^iid a ptirasol in the other^ 
did tlie , classes of society became poorer, and the 
humiliaU^ by the cause of this marvellous ineta-; 
ecpnoitiy. In Iloliund, well informed^ 
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ihcre is not.a farm that exceeds fifty acres^ and very few of 
that extent. There the economy observed in and about 
the peasant's *Tiesr/ is truly gratifying: the farmer, hi$ 
wife, and a numerous progeny, exhibit faces of health and 
happiness; their dwelling is remarkable for its neatness and 
order throughout ; in the orchard behind, abounding with 
all sorts of delic ious fruits, the pigs and sheep fatten ; three 
or four sleeky cows feed in a luxuriant adjoining meadow ; 
the corn land is covered with turkies and fowls, and the 
ponds with ducks and geese. Such is the picture of a Dutch 
farm. * 

Notwithstanding the enormous tax upon land, and a tax 
upon cattle per head, an impositibn unknown to any other 
country, the expcnce of contributing to the support of the 
dykes, the duty on salt, and a variety of other charges, 
ninounhug to moi^ than fifty per cent, on the value of their 
land, the beneficial effects arising from small farms, and 
the simplicity, diligence, and economy of the Dutch farmer, 
enable him to discharge those expences, and his rent with 
punctuality, and with the surplus of his profit to sup- 
port his family in great comfort. To these causes alone 
can be attributed the astonishing supplies which are sent to 
the difterent markets. North Holland, so celebrated for 
its cheese, supplies Enkuysen, upon an av^iage, with two 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds weight of tliat valuable 
article of life, and Alkmaar with three hundred thousand, 
per week. In a very small space in the isle of Amak, wulh- 
in about two English miles of Copenhagen, no less than 
four thousand people descendants of a colony from East 
Eriesland, invited over by one of ihe*kings of Denmark to 
supply the city with milk, cTieese, butter, and vegetable*’, 
are enabled to live and flourish, and continue to supply 
that city with these artkiles. I remember being highly de- 
lighted with seeing their dwellings and little luxuriant gar- 
dens ; nor did 1 ever see so many persons living within so 
small a space, except in an encampHienJ;. An experienced 
English agriculturist who had visited Holland, informed 
me that he thought jhe DiiVh fanners did not sufficicn ti, 
dress their land. The vegetable soil is in general so :hin, 
that trees in exposed situations are usually topped, to pre- 
A'ent their being thrown down by the wind. lu that part 
of Holland which I am ckscribing, on account of its being 
w^ell sheltered, there is a large growth of wood. Upon 
leaving the romantic and exquisitely picturesque village of 
Baren, we entered the royal chace, which occupies a vast 
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track of ground ; in this forest the trees are gejrerally poor 
and thin, but I suw some fine beeches amongst them. On 
the borders of this cliase are two country villas, in the 
shape of pagodas, belonging to a private gentleman, the 
novelty and gaudy colouring of which served to animate 
the sombre appearance of i!ic forest behind. 

PALACE OF fSOESTOYKE. 

In the evening we reached the principal inn at Soestdyke, 
lying at the end of a very long av<*nuc in tin; forest, chic flj 
filled with young oaks, a little iatigucii witli the tedium 
produced by the heavy roads tlirough which we had waded ; 
however, after some refreshing lea taken iiiuier the trees, 
near the house, we proceeded to view the [>airice, formerly 
a favorite sporting chateau of tlu^ Orangt^ family. A toler- 
able plain brick bouse on the left of the entrance, com- 
posed the lodge, and after passing through a large courts 
we ascended by a flight of steps to tlie principal entrance 
of this palace, if palace it may be called, for a residence 
more unworthy of a prince 1 have never seen. I’he only 

{ )art of the house in any degree deserving of notice was the 
lall, the sides of which were decorated with the einblemfi 
of rural recreation, the implements of husbandry, and all 
the apparmtiis for hunting, fishing, and shooting, tolerably 
well executed. The rooms were principally white-washed, 
and destitute of furniture: the windows w^ere large, and the 
panes of glass very small, fastened wdth lead, such as arc 
used in cottages : in short, the whole palace presented the 
appearance of a country mansion in England of the date 
of Charles the First, 4»tlcser led by the family to whom it be- 
longed, and left to the care' of the tenants who rent the 
estate To whom it belongs. Nothing could be more dreary 
and desolate. The king and queen partook of a cold colla- 
tion here a short time before 1 visited it, provided by the 
family who rented the place of the state, and occupied it 
when we visited it.^ l^was not surprised to hear that the 
royal family staid only one hour, during wl)iclj they scarce- 
ly ventured out of a large naked room at the back part of 
the house, called the grand' saloon : one of the young 
princes gave a son of the gentleman who occupied the pre- 
mises, an elegant watch set round with brilliants.- 1 could 
not help reriecting a little upon the disgust this visit must 
have given to the queen, who had just arrived I’rom Paris, 
and from all the voluptuous and tasteful magnificence of 
the new imperial c»urf. The palace is surrounded by a 
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ditch half filled with green stagnant water, the dulness of 
which was only relieved by the croaking of a legion of un- 
disturbed frogs. '^Fhc gardens and grounds, which abounded 
with hares, are very formally dispot»ed into dull, unshaded, 
gcoinetrical walks.- After supper, a brilliant moon and 
cloudless night, attracted us into one of the most beautiful 
and majestic avenues of beeclms I ever saw, immediately 
opposiK^ the palace. 

Jo this "wood are several genteel country houses, many 
of whi ch were formerly occupied by those who belonged to 
the Orange court. 1 he inn hcre*^is much frequented, the 
accommodations of wiiicli are good, by the people of Am- 
sterrhun, who frecjuently ma!v(’ partitas to it ; and it is the 
great resort of those married couple^ fresh from the altar, 
until the honey-moon is in her wane. 

THE PYRAMID. 

Tn the morning about five o'clock, we set off for Zeyst, or 
Ziest, aiul passed through a large tract of champagne coun- 
try, interspe rsed willi short brushwood, the dull monotony 
of which was at last relieved fiy a vast pyramid, erected by 
the French troops who were encamped in the immense open 
space in winch it stands, amounting to 30,000 men, under 
the command of General Marmoiu. On the four sides are 
the following inscripLions ; 

INSCRlPTrWN ON THE GRAND FRONT. 

“Tliiy pyramid was raised to th»* au‘;!;ust Kmperor of the French, Napo- 
leon ihc First, by tii« troops encamped in tfie plain of Zeyst, being a 
part *(>r the French and Batavian army, commanded by the commander 
in ciiicf Murinout, 

INSCRIPTION ON THE SECOND FRONT. 

Baltics gatiird by tl{c Kmperor, 

‘'The battles of Munienotte, tie Dego, and Millesimo, tif Mondovi, the 
l^assage of the 1\>, the battle of Lodi, engagement of Berguetto, the pas- 
Ntge of the JMincio, the battles of Lunato, of Castiglione, of the Brcnta, 
of St. Georgys, of Areola, of la Favourite, of<Cliebreis, of Sediman, of 
Montabor, of Ahoukir^ of Marengo. 

Wherever he fought he was victorious. 

Through him the empire of France was enlarged by one- 
third. 

lie filled the w’orld with glory,’* 

INSCRIPTION OJJ THE THIRD FRONT, 

"He terminated the civil war; he destroyed ail cabals, and caused a 
wise liberty to succeed to imarchy; he re-established religious worship, 
he restored the public credit, ne enriched the public treasury, he repaired 
the roads and constructed new ones, he made harbours and canals, ho 



100 


care’s travels 


caused die arts and sciences to prosper, he ameliorated the condition of 
the scldicrs — the general peace was his woi k/^ 

ON THE rOT'RTH FRONT. 

^The troops encamped in the plains of Zoyst, making part of the French 
and Batavian army, commanded by the general in chief Marmonl, and 
under his orders, by the generals of division, Grouchy, Boudet, Vig-5 
iiolle, the Batavian Lieutenant, General Dumonccuu^ the (h ucu als of 
Brigade, Soyez, &c. [here follows a long list of the names of the f>ther 
ofheers, to*! tedious to enumerate; also a very long list of the •JlOerent 
divisions of the regiments, to which the above olliccrs ht h*nged,] have 
erected this monument to the glory of the Emperor of tlu French, Napo- 
leon the First, ;U the epoch of his ascending the throne, iiiid as a 
of adodnitiou and love, generals, othcc'vs, and soldiers, have all co-(»perat- 
cd with equal ardour: it was coixmienccd the Fructidorj rum. 

and finished in thirt^-iico dap** 

The whole was desit^ned by the chief <»f the battalion of 
engineers. The total height of this stup«.ndous nionumeut 
is about 3(5 melrevS, or 1 10 French feet ; ih.:! ol tihc lisk, 
exclusive of the soc/e^, is about 13 metres, c»rdC Ftcncli ue\. 
One end of the base of the pyramid is 48 metres, or 148 
feet. From the suniinit of the obelisk the eye ranges over 
a vast extent of eoiint»*y — Utrecht, Auicr&fori, AntbU'rdam, 
Haarlem, the Hague, Hordrechi, Leyden, Gorcum, liicda, 
Arnheim, Nimeguen, liois Ic de Due, (Sieves, Zutphcii*, De- 
wen ler, Swol, and a groat part of the Zuyder Zee, may be 
distinctly seen on a fine clear day. 

Upon this s()Ot it is in contemplation immediately to 
erect a new city, the building of which, and the cutting of 
a canal to be connected with the adjoining navigation, have 
already commenced. Zeyst is a very handsome town, or 
or rather an assemjjlage of country houses, it abounds with 
agreeable plantations and pleasant woods, and is much fre- 
quented in the summer by the middling classes of wealthy 
merchants from Amsterdam, who sit under the trees and 
smoke with profound gravity, occasionally looking at those 
who pass, without feeling any inclination to move them- 
iBelvts — what an enviable state of indifference to all the 
bustle and broil* of this world! upon which they seem to 
gaze as if they were sent into it to be spectators and not 
actors. Who, upon reflection and tfober comparison, would 
not prefer this even tenour” to the ppril of the chacc and 
and the fever of dog-day balls 1 

The principal hotel here is upon a noble scale, the po- 
litest attentions are paid to Straders, and the charges are 
far from being extravagant. Tne^only striking object of 
curiosity in the town is a very spacious building, formerly 
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belonging to Count Zinzendorf, and now to a fraternity of 
ingenious and * industrious Germans, amounting to eighty 

f Persons, who have formed tlienisc Ives into a rational and 
iberal society, called the Ilerrenhuthers, or Moravians. 
This immense house, in its object, tliough not in its appear- 
.ance, resembles our Exeter ’Change, but infinitely more 
the splendid depot of goods of every desci iptivm, kept by a 
very wealthy and highly respectable Englishman of the 
name of Iloy at Pelersburgh. Upon ringing at the prin- 
cipal entrance, we were received with politeness by one of 
tin* brotherhood, in the dieas of ai^layman, who unlocked 
it and conducted us into ten good-sized rooms, each con- 
taining every article of those trades^ most useful, such as 
waicl) makers, silversmiths, saddlers, milliners, grocers, &c. 
AJany of tlicse articles are manufactured by the brethren 
who have been tutored in England, or have been imported 
from our eotintry. The artificers work upon the basement 
story, at the back of Lfic house, and no sound of trade is 
heard ; on the contrary, the tranquillity of a monastery 
pervades the w hole. 

After inspecting the diflTerAt shop-rooms, it will repay 
the trouble of the traveller to make interest to sec tlte other 
part of tlie premises, shewn only upon particular applica- 
tion. Tiie refectory is a large room, kept with grea t- clean- 
iincss; and the meals of the fratendty, if 1 may judge by 
:.o ninc!> 'Oi the dinner as was placed upon the table, are 
very far if om partaking of the simple fare of conventual 
austerity. A bo7i vivant would have risen from their table 
wdthoiu a murmur, in this room were several music-stands, 
used every other evening at a concert; .the vocal and in- 
strua ciiial niucic of which is su^>plied by certain members 
of Liic brotherhood, w ho I was told excelled in that elegant 
accomplishment. In the ^chapel, w hich was remarkably 
neat, there was an organ, and on tlie wall was a very ener- 
getic address from one of the society upon Ins retiring from 
It, handsomely framed and glazed. The dormitory upon 
the top of the house partook of the same*spirit of clean- 
liness and order. Never w^as any sectarian association 
formed upon in4re liberal and comlbrtahle principles, in 
shorty it is a society of amiable, industrious, and agreeable 
tiien, who form coalition of ingenuity and diligence for 
their support, and benevolently remit the surplus of their 
income, after defraying the*ir own expences, to their bre- 
thren established in the East and West Indies, and other 
parts of the world. marry whenever they please ; but 
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those who taste'of this blissful state are not pcrmittecl to have 
the chambers in the liouse, although they may contribute 
their labours, and receive their quota of subsistence from it. 

UTRECHT. 

After we had amused ourselves with roving about this 
agreeable place, we set olf for Utreclu. 1 have before 
mentioned tiie manner in which the Dutch compute dis- 
tances, and ullhoiigh I had for some time been aNjcustoint-d 
to hear hours substituted for miles, yet as I was no longer 
on the canals, it sounded somewhat strange to liear a 
charming lady of our party observe, which she did with 
perfect Dutch propriety, when we wore* speaking of ihe [)ro- 
bable time in which we should arrive at Ltrecht : Surely 
©ur horses must br poor indeed if they can not go six liours 
in three'" Our road lay through a very rich and beautiful 
country, well drained, abounding with neat compact little 
farms, orchards, wood platilations, tlie loi'tv avid venerable 
towers of Utrecht appearing hill in our vii'w all the way. 
We passed by the mall, which has a haiHlsonu' stcae en- 
trance, is upwards of a mile in length, and is bordered 
with a triple row of trees, witli a carriage^ road on each side. 
When this city siirrenclereJ to the arms of Louis the Four- 
teenth in 1672, he was uncommonly delighted with this 
walk, yel, from knowing that it was equally admired by the 
citizens, he threatened to have every tree felled to the 
ground, unless they raised a very large contribution, which 
was immediately produced, and the mall prcs<’rved. If the 
menace of the coiKjueror was sincere, w liich J can scarcely 
Relieve, he united, the tasteless barbarism of a Vandal to the 
ferocious rapacity of a tyrant, Louis overran this province, 
and the greatest part of Guelderland, OvervsscI, and Hol- 
land, at the liead of one hundred thousand men, in less 
tnan a month, a rapidity of victory almost increttible, 
though infinitely surpassed by the arms of France in the 
present times. I'he progress of the Fiencli king was ccle-» 
bra ted in the following gasconade : 

Una dies Lotharos, Burgundos heUlomas iin^ 

Una dpniat Bulavos luna, fjtiid aniius erit? 


I think Utrecht one of the most beautiful cities in Hol- 
land, next to the Hague, which it is said to exceed in size, 
^lie streets are wide, and the buildings handsome, amongst 
fvhith the hand of the Spanish archiiept is frequently to be. 
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raced. Tlic canftls are about twenty feet below the street; 
ind the access to the^ii for the servants of the adjoining 
louses is by a siil termnean passage, ThcbC canals are very 
nuch neglected, and \vere covered in <ill directions with 
I'abbage-stalks, leaves, and other vegetable substances, left 
o pulrify upon the surlace. There 1 first beheld a branch 
:)f tlie Rhnie uuiningled with other waters. This mighty 
river has partaken of the mutability to which every thing 
iubl unary is subjected. Neaf the village of Cooten, about 
.welve miles from Utreclit, the traveUer may contemplate 
:orn waving and cattle depasturing where once it rolled its 
)road majestic waters, now diminished U> a little streamlet : 
ts division into the two great copious and navigable streams 
akes place a litile above Nimeguen : life right brunch re- 
ains the name of the lijiine; the left is called the Waal^ a 
void expressive* ot a defensive boundary, which separated 
he antient Batavians from their hostile neighbours on the 
outhern border: the former, during its superabundance, 
)roduced u small branch called the Lack, which ran near 
he little city of Wyk, by Deu/stede, directed its course 
owards Utrecht, upon which it bestowed the name of L/tra 
rojectu/fi, passed through Woerden Leyden, and disem- 
jogued itself into the German Ocean atCatwyk : the 
)iancli in rolling its waters towards the sea, incorpmated 
vith the Maas, and their united streams were called the 
Vevv Maas, under which name they How by i)ort, ilotter- 
!ain, and other cities, into the sea. 

Upon the subsiding of a great inundation, the frequent 
error of the Low Countries, it was found that the Uliine 
jad changed its channel, and flowed into tllat of tlie Lack, 
o which it had given birth, in consequence of its channel 
laving been amazingly deepened by the watery irruption, 
.'his branch, in consequence of the pow er of its w^ners not 
>eing able to bear down the obstructions opposed to it, is 
ot able to force its way to the sea, and is stopped in its 
ourse near the village of Catwyk by iinAinlAins of accu- 
lulatcd sand, and being compelled to regurgitate, is dis- 
ributed over, and lost in the neighbouring canals. 

The French, under Louis the Fourteenth, retained pos- 
ession of Utrecht for little more than a year, during“%vhich 
he magnificent monarch wiis so delighted witli the place, 
but he held his court here in* great gaiety and splendor ; 
ut the Dutch were heartily rejoiced to be relievi d ot thU 
onor, and hailed with exultation the houi in wiiich with his 
oops he retired from the counJry ; this movement, how- 
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ever, was prececled by the demolition of fheir fortifications, 
raising heavy contribiuions, and exc;fcising many wanton 
acts of cruelty and oppression, which excited such disgust, 
that nearly all the inhabitants of the.province resolved upon 
transporting themselves to Batavia. Although by this con- 
quest the French had left an indelible impression of disgust 
behind them, and the regular forces of the towp amouniod 
to seven thousand men, and the inhabitanU breallied no- 
thing but vengeance against the Prince of Orange, this city 
surrendered to the aixns of Prussia, who espoused his cause, 
in the year 17B7‘ The rhyngrave of Salm, who had the com- 
mand of the troop^i, covered himself with great disgrace, 
by this unresisting, cowardly, and, as it was generally be- 
lieved, treacherous surrender of the place. In 179o, when 
the French troops once more appro, ached the tow n, its gates 
were again thrown open, and they were received more as 
brethren than as conquerors; but the inhabitants very soon 
repented of this second visit, for the impositions they levied 
were extremely severe, and the French officers selected the 
best rooms in the best lumses for their quarters, to the great 
inconvenience of families so oppressed. Upon two or three 
doors of very elegant mansions I saw little boards fastened, 
with the names and rank of the French officers wdio had 
taken up their lodgings within. The cathedral must once 
bave been an ehoi mous and magnificent structure, if I may 
judge by the dome or tower, the only part which remains 
perfect. The ruins present a fine specimen of the Gothic, 
some of the ornaments of which were in high preservation, 
and very beautiful. In the cloisters there is an arch, the 
pillars of which are apparently fastened with ropes, which 
upon examination prove to be done in stone, and admirably 
executed. The tower is of the astonishing lieight of 404 
feet, and from the top, on a clear day, no less than fifty- 
one walled cities and towns may be seen ; and the pyramid 
erected in honour of Napoleon at Zeyst presents a noble 
appearance in this expanded view. About midway in our 
ascent, we entered a vast vaulted chamber with galleries in' 
it, in which two old women reS'ide, who, if they require it, 
supply the visitors with sebidam and biscuits to refresh 
themselves in their ascension, which are presented to them 
an a little room, the windows of which are scarcely visible 
to the beholder on the outside, commanding a very wide 
and agreeable prospect. Upon the top of the tower there 
is a very numerous and fine-toned set of chimes. The ram- 
parts are about four milet round the tower^ and afford a 
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very agreeable* and picturesque walk. Utrecht was once a 
rich and powerful ^ee, the bishops of which were sovereign 
princes, wlio laying the crosier aside, and assuming the 
sword, frequently Y^aged bloody w'tyrfare with tlieir rivald 
the prince bishops of Ijeyden. 

The same (’auses which have thinned the number of stu- 
dents of Leyden, have reduced those of Utrecht, which do 
not exceed 3h0, most of w'hom are the sons of the inhabi- 
tants of tiie city. Two*thiWs of the n}erchants of this place 
have connections with London. Xhere are several endow*- 
ments of a chiiritable nature, whicli do honour to the cil}^ 
many of which were originally instituted, and principally 
supported by English iamilies resident here before the re- 
volution. A botanic garden has lattfly been formed near 
the dome of the catitcdral; it is upon a small scale, but ap- 
peared to well arranged. 

A traveller c«an scarcely’ enter a town Holland which 
has not given birth to some genius, whose fame reflects 
lustre upon his country. Utrec ht enrol amongst those il- 
lustrious sages who resided, oi/w'ere born within its walls> 
and who have bestowed upon it immortal celeV)rity, the 
learned Gronovins, the critic ; Grrevius, his pupil, one of 
the most profound writers of the middle of the sixM^enth 
century, so well icuowm for his Thesaurus Antic]uiratum et 
Historiariun Iialiae, in thirteen folio volumes, and the two 
erudite liurmans. 

ANECDOTES OF MORE, POELEMBURG, WATERLOO, &C. 

At Utrecht also was born, in 1549, Popc^ Adrian the Sixth, 
to whom the Emperor Maxiixiilkin entrusted the educatiou 
of his grandson, Charles the Fifth, and who afterwards 
filled the pontifical throne with piety and learning, with 
dignity and mildness : this distinguished persevnage, affCt* 
having acquired his classical knowledge at the university 

thWeity, and his philosophical at the college of Louvain, 
received the degree of doctor in divimty ni 1491, the ex- 
pence of which he was unable to sustain, and which was 
defrayed l>y Margaret, s?lster to Edward IV. of England. I 
was informed that the house he resided in, a fi ne G othic 
building, was still standing, and that it was adorned with 
several curious basso-relievos, but time would not permit 
lEe to visit the venerable remains. This city had also the 
honour of producing the Chevalier AntcAiio More, who was 
born liere in 1519, where be studied under John Schoorel, 
with whom, having made considerable progress, ho im- 
proved himself iu design at Kome, and in the true prin- 



ciplc'- ot ooionririg at Venice ; one of hr.> hisVorical compo- 
iVoin the subject of the resurrec^i^^*^^ such 

iiigli. estiinuliiui as to be publicly exhibited at the fair at St. 
Geniiains, before it wjvs purchased by tijie Prince of Coiuie. 
iSIore has ihe reputation of having imitated nature very 
closely and happily ; his manner is strong, just, and bold, 
and in his portraits there is great character and life. He 
was much esteemed by the Emperor Charles V. end was by 
liim sent to Portugal to paint the portraits of the king, the* 
cjueen, who was the sistor of the emperor, and their daugh- 
ter, afterwards the Queen of Spain. For these portraits he 
received six hundred /lucats, and many valuable presents; 
and to sbew^ their admiration of his talents, the Portuguese 
nobility presented Iritn, in the name of that order, with a 
chain of gold valued at a thousand ducats. He was em- 
ployed by most of the princes of Europe, arid at every 
court his paintings excited universal applause. Queen 
Mary the First of England, presented liiin with a chain of 
gold and a pension. Upon bis quitting London and settling 
in Spain, a singular circumWance befel him : one clay us 
the king, w'ho was very fond of him, and his: great patron, 
was talking to him in a very familiar manner, he gave 
More.yi joeularity a sharp tap on the arm, which the irri- 
table painter mistaking for indignity, iubtead of an act of 
good humour and condescension, resented by striking the 
king with his maulstick : a folly which had nearly in its 
consef[ucncc firovcr! fatal to him, and which compelled 
him to cjuii the country with all possible celerity. His last 
work was riie (Jircumeision, intended for the cathedral 
church at Antwerp, hut which he did not live to finish. 

Cornelius Poe‘lenil)urg, anr)ther artist of l.igii distinction, 
was born at I'treeht in He first studied iinaer Abra- 

bain Bioenyiiit, and afieiwajd, upon going to Pome, be- 
came enamoured w ith the woiks of that ciivine at list Ka- 
)»hael. whose exquisite grata* in the nude figure lie endea- 
voured to ' IJis style was entirely new', and lie 

surpassed - all his c'oniempoiaries in the delicac y of his 
touch, ifi tiir sweetness of his colouring, and in the selec- 
tion of fortmiaO* ohjccts and siluetions. His skies are clear, 
light, arid transparent ; and his female figures, w hieh are 
generally represented naked, are equally elegant and heau- 
lifnl- *rfu* were highly delighted with his works, 

and eome cjf tartlinals of Rome, of the finest taste, fre« 
queiuly ait^i|;Ued his painting room, to observe his extra- 
ordinary an\i happy manner of* working. Upon Ids leasing 
Rome, the Oran d Duke of I'lorence paid him i;reat honoi>> 
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and be was received with distinction in every city through 
which he passed. It is recorded to the honor of Rubens, 
“nhat after paying him a friendly visit, and expressing the 
greatest pleasure from examining tltc works of Poelemburg, 
he purchased and* bespoke several of his pictures for his 
own cabinet ; this noble conduct at once gave the stamp of 
currency to the works of the latter, and advanced his repu- 
tation and his fortune together. Our refined and munifi- 
cent Charles ihe First ii^ited him to his court, and nobly 
recompensed him for his labour^, but he vainly endea- 
voured, by his princely encouragement, to prevail upon 
him u> settle in England ; the iiidehjble love of his country 
prevailed over every other consideration, and he returned 
to his native country, where he Ifved in affluence and 
esteem, where he continued to paint to the last of Ins’ 
life, whiel> was in* the year iGtJO, at the great age of 
seventy- four. 

Utre<*lu seems (o luive the fairest pretensions to have, 
given birth to Anthony Waterloo, before slightly men-' 
iiuned ; an honour disputedjfKuth much ardor of rivalship 
Amsterdam and otlier cities. U'lie landscapes of this 
admirable artist are in the highest estimation, and are the 
closest copies of nature, without the aid of m e ret ricyjcms* de- 
coration. Hib favourite subjects were wood\’ scenes, em- 
bellisbed with water, and figures aiKl cattle added by 
Weenix and other artists : the variety in tlie verdure of his 
trees and grounds,, the very tint of which illustrates the 
hour of the day and the season of the year in which they 
were taken, and the wonderful transparence of his water, 
remain unrivalled. Although ^he works of this great artist 
produced high prices, he expired in great penury in the 
the lu)spital of St. Job, near Utrecht. John Glauber, cal- 
led Poiirlore, another eiuTnent artist, was born ]^ere in 163#!“ 
he was a disciple of the admirable Bergbem, but a passion 
for travelling induced him to quit bis master, to contem- 
plate the sublime objects of nature in Italy. In his way he 
remained at Paris one year with Picart, a flower painter, 
and at Lyons two year« with Adrian Vander Cabel, with 
whom he intended to have staid longer, ha d he not been 
attracted by a great number of people who w<^^'gt>ing to 
the jubilee., to proceed direct to Rome, where he continued 
for two years, indefatigably purRuing||||e means of im- 
proving himself in his art, and IVoin^PInce he went to 
Venice. UpoA his return to Holland he settled at Amster- 
dam, where he lodged wj^th Gerard Lairess^, in whosf 

? 8 
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house an academy of arts was eslabli&hed. i Tliese distin- 
guished artists were united together by the same p^s^ioii 
tor their art^ and the same elevation of idmd, improved by 
their having travelled tbtougb the same eouniries : by this 
fricmlsbip ihe beautifuf landscapes of Glauber became en- 
riched l)y the graceiui figures of Lairesse. Glauber rank$ 
amongst the finest landscape painreis of the I'k inisii sc hool. 
The most IVcquent Mil>j<‘cts of liis pencil be derived IVoiu 
the neighbourhood of Ronje and. the Al[)s, and liis style 
resembles tiiat <;f Gaspa^r P(»ussin ; bis crdouiing is warm 
and true, bis invenlion very luxunaiu ; and aUhoiigb his 
pictures are cxqiii.Miely finished, they appear as ii itiey bad 
heen produced with perfect facility; his tcajch is so pecu- 
liarly just and natural, that every dl.stinct s[)€i‘ics ui‘ trees 
or plants may be distinguished b\ the eliaraetarisiic exact- 
ness of the leafing. The lv\o brothers, John and Andrew 
Bolt, were born in this city in liie beginning of the six- 
teenth century ; the former a land^caj c painter, and the 
lattera paintth* of figures ; they boiii resided many velars in 
Italy. John madeChiude Lejiaine his mo(lei> whose style 
he imitated w ith uncomiruaj success, as did Andrew that 
of Bomboceio. They were much attac hed to each other, 
and painted in c<;njiinction : their lujited cffoius seem to be 
the happy result of one masterly band. Andievc was un- 
fortunately cliowned in one of the canals of Venice wbiLst 
with his brother, in HioO, who returned to LUreclu over- 
whelmed' with grief*, which he consoled by an unabated 
pursuit of the art he adored. Tlic works of John a'*0 of 
inestimable value, and eagerly sought after by connois- 
seurs. 

Gallantry forbids iny passing over the name of Anna 
Maria Seburman, born here in Itt)? • J^be wa^^ profoundly 
•'^*sed ia languages, displayed grc'al skill and 4iste in paint- 
ing, as well as in every other bianch of the giaphic and 
elegant arts : she wms honoured with a visit from ('liristina, 
queen of Sweden, who pronounced the mo^t enthusiastic 
encomiums on lier elegant attainments. This celebrated 
woman died at the age of seven ly-one. There are other 
artists who do honour to tins their native city, but I have 
Hientiocicd tnoseof the first order, in number and reputa- 
tion perfectly sufficient to establish the preiensious of 
Utreebr to highj|j|k in the roibof renowned cities. 1 quilts 
ted this bcaulifulSPace, the- prosperity of which has sufier«f 
ed much by the war vrith England, about four o’clock on a 
beaujtiful iRorning^ and proceqded to Arnbeim^ 
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whi-clt aiul Niinegnen are the capital cities of Guclderland. 
This bcauliliil and valuable province contains tvventy*two 
iconsidcrable tovvifs, and upwards of three hundred villages. 
I'he Menopii Gugenii, Usipeies, anxl Secambri, mentioned 
in Cpesiii's Coinmi^itaries, ar^ supposed to have been its 
ancient in[ird.>itants. Guclderland, remarkable for the salu- 
brity of its climate and tfje lertility of its soil, abounds with 
the most i^oinantic variety of scenery, inomiiain and valley, 
and is well stocked in c^y direction with fine cattle, and"' 
abounds with game. All the way to Arnheiin the eye was 
gladdened by some of the most delightful objects descrip- 
tfve of tlie amenity of nature. In ijtis country I generally 
travelled in post-chaises, or, as it is called, extra-post; but 
perhaps, as the following inforiruitiain respecting the route 
from Amst('r(iam to Cologne may be serviceable to those 
who travel by the Miligence or post-waggon, 1 shall in- 
sert it : 

from Amsterdam to Utrecht by water — — eight hours. 

toArnficim i)y the .diligence, which 

sets otF every (ms iVniii Utrccfit one long day, 
to Vesei ditto every M<niduy and 

Thur>day — — — one very long day. 

to Duskcldurf — — — one day. ^ 

to Cologne — — one 

We were serenaded all the way by Nightingales, which 
are very numerous in every part of this province. Arn- 
bcim or Arnhem, is a very large and. elegant city, partly 
w.'^ered by a branch of the Naas, over which are several 
drawbridges, Irom v^hich there are many agreeable views. 
Tlie houses are in general well* built, and, what is remark-* 
abje for a Dutch town, very few of them out of the per- 
pendicular. "I'lie entrances, called St. Jan's Poort and S:^- 
bel's Poort, are picturesque. St John’s church is a 
eclitice of brick, with two spires, and a set of carillons ; 
but with exc eption to its magnitude;^ there is little in or 
about it worthy of observation ; the same may be said of. 
the church of St. Nicholas. The church near Walburges 
plain, the name of whfcli 1 have forgotten, is a prodigious 
massy pile; and behdd from the surroundi ng. scene ry has 
a very noble effect. The market-place is capacious, and 
abundantly supplied with eyery species of provision, which 
are liere much cheaper than in . the oth6Hi|>arts of Holland. 
JPlie streets of this city are enlivened by several handsome 
Vluipages, and throughout the place there is a considerable 
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appearance of refinement and opulence. fhe Dufoa 

language begins to lose itself in the Geiman, a circum- 
stance made manifest by a friend of raine^, a native of Gei- 
many, who accompanied me on iny return from that 
country to Holland, findings* con&ideral/ie difliculty in un- 
derstanding the lower people in Arnheim. Hie inns here 
are in general very good- This cil)' gave birth to the cele- 
bratecl Uavid Beck in 1621, a disciple of V^mdyke, fiom 
whom he imbibed that exquisite A'ylc of colouring and pen- 
cilling which belong to his school. King Chailcs the FiiM 
was so astonished at the freedom of his iianrl, he one clay 
said, 1 do believe. Beck, you could paint if you weic 
riding post.’’ The person of this artUt was remarkably 
handsome, and his manners perfectly well bicd: these 
qualities, accompanied with such talents in his ait, recom- 
mended him to the attention ot Queen Christina<ot Sweden, 
who appointed him her portrait-painter and chamberlain ; 
and under her patronage he painted most of the illustrious 
persons of Europe. The following singular event occurred 
to. this artist in his tour tln;pugh Germany. At an inn 
where he stopped for the night, he was suddenly taken 
violently ill, to appearance expired, and was accordingly 
laid out for a corpse. His valets, w ho were much aliached 
to him^ sat by his bed-side, deeply lamenting the loss of 
so good a master ; end, like tlie Irish upon such occasions, 
sought consolation in the bottle, which was put about very 
briskly ; at length one of them, who was greatly intoxicated, 
said to Ills companions, Come, my friends, our poor dear 
master used to be very fond of his glass when alive, sup- 
pose, out of gratitude, we give him a bumper now he is dead.” 
To this jovial recommendatron the rest of the servants con- 
sented. They accordingly raised his head, and the mover 
measure poured some of the wine into his mouth ; 
this produced the immediate ril’ect of forcing luin to o|)eri 
bis eyes, which, from the excessive drunkenness of the 
fellow, did not snirpri'Ke him, and lie continued pouring the 
wine down his master’s throat until the glass was emptied, 
which at last completely recovereddum ; and by this acci- 
dental circumstance he was saved from a prcinuture inter- 
ment. Ho ever, he escaped death in this violent shape 
only to meet it in another, for it was generally suspected 
tjhftt bi^ final fate was effected •by poison administered by 
some miscreant, hired for the purpose Queen Christina, 
at the Hague, in revenge for his having quitted her to visit 
his frieddn in Holland, with a determination never more to 
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>*isit Sweden. * The w^orks of this master are justly held in 
very high estimut^onj and he became the favoured object 
of the most unbounded marks of distinction and honour. 

With an exception to larAc churches, and handsome 
streets, and some pretty and well dressed women, there 
little, at least as far as Leonid learn, to detain a traveller 
in this city, so [ set off for Wesel with all due expedition, 
impatient to move upon the bosom of the Rhine. 

On the road, which Wc% agreeably diversified, we met 
several milk-maids, bearing their snilk home in large cop- 
per vessels, shining very bright, slung to their backs, which 
had a picturesque effect. About four miles from Arnheim, 
just after passing a bridge of boats at Sevenhal, T entered a 
small town, at nie end of which is the first barrier of the 
territories of Prince Joachim, grand admiral of France and 
duke of Bei*g, a piece of history which I first learned from 
a new ordinance or law, in German and French, to regu- 
late the safe delivery of letters, pasted upon one of the gates 
of the town. In this duchy most of the peasants are ctitho- 
lic«, who make a public avuwfd of their faith by painting a 
large white cross on the outside of their houses. On the 
left, within a short distance of ilje frontier of Prince 
doachiin^s territory, upon the summit of a mountokiT^re 
two large religious houses for monks and nuns. A little 
indisposition, in addition to the heat of a very sult’-y day, 
pr<:;venled me from quitting the carriage to visit the holy 
fraterniiy and sisterhood, of whom, I was informed, very 
few members icinain, and those far advanced in life. The 
revolution of France, and the progress of the French arms, 
have at least the merit ot' having prevented the immolation 
of many a lovely young creature, possessed of every per- 
sonal and mental charm to gladden this checquered 
ours. 

The approach to these convents from the town is by a 
pleasant avenue of trees, ihcir-situation must be very agree- 
able, from the extensive prospect vThicli they command, 
On our right the spires of the city of Cleves, on the French 
side of the Rhine appe*ared, and produced a very pleasing 
effect. Upon turning the base of the hill on w hich the 
monastic mansions stand, we entered upon a dee^sandy 
road, and a very flat and uninteresting country, in which 
very few objects occurred *lo afford any gratification to the 
eye. The Rhine occasionally appeared, but not to much 
advantage : the majesty of its breadth is obscured by the 
great number of islands upun it in this stage of its descent 
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Flinfc, whom I have mentioned in describibg the Stadt* 
house at Amsterdam, was btirn at Cle\;es in 161D'. Thi^ 
able artist was destined, like our celebrated Garrick, for the. 
bureau of a cornpting-|iou'<eJ*; but his genius and passum 
for painting overcame all thb impedinients placed in their 
way by parental authority, and the persuasion of friends, 
and he renounced the prospect of accumulating immeitse 
riches "‘by commerce, for the glojp^ of the art. 'He made 
great progress under Rembrant,^udiose si yie he imitated to 
perfection; he soon roso to distinguished reputation, and 
was employed to paint the portraits of princes and illustri- 
ous persotiages of ilic times in which he flourished ; lie died 
very young and much regretted. 

After a tedious and ‘unpleasant journey I reached Wesel, 
a large, glocuny, and very strongly idrtificd town; as the 
gates had been dosed at eight o'clock, and it struck eleven 
as 1 passed the last draw-bridge, it was with some difliculty 
and delay that 1 vvas admitted. Only peusous travelling 
extra-post, and in the post- waggon, or diligence, are ad- 
milted after the gales aix^ (>n(k: shut. This place presents a 
disgusting contrast to the neatness ^ind cleanliness of the 
towns in flolland. The moment I passed llie gates, a most 
ofleiYarwe maiivais odeur ^lH^ailed rny nose on all sid(?s. There 
is only one tolerable inn in the whole place, and that is 
generally very crowVlcd. If the traveller cannot be accom- 
modated there, he will he marched, as I was, to a pig-stye, 
or a house of ease to the former, w liere he may meditate at 
leisure on the sapient poetical advice of *Sluikespeaie. 

CcHse to lament for, what tliou canst not help. 

Here, according to a regulation which pre vails in every, 
of Germany, 1 vvas annoyed'*l>y being presented with- 
a printed paper, containing several columns, titled as 
follow : 

' Nakme - - Yowname. 

Karakter - - Profession. 

Woknort - - Residence. 

Kom^midvm Where came you from. 

^^hmdvack - Where going to* 

JuJjifHthak - How long you intend to stay* 

All of whiclr r duly answered in writing, except the last 
interrogatory but one, namely, where ure you going f’’ 
which 1 peevishly wrotf to «tleep/' *^coniiolidated 

1 
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intd one wore!, in large close letters. T6 at> Englishman 
nnacciusTouicd sued) exijiminations^ wliieb alter all iue 
little more than formal, ahj^oiigh every innkeeper bylaw 
i'l obliged to inaH* reAoit of every traveller op his 

ai rival, they are very liabli* excite an inverted biessing 
upon the heads of thosQ who trouble him in ihis manner. 

U'e^ei IS an abominable dunghilli very stiongly foilified^ 
In the e(Aiibe of my perambulations llirough the towm, tlie 
objects which 1 met wifil^vcre infinitely more olfensive to 
the St nse of smelling than urAtifjiing to that of seeing, and 
doubly distrusting fioni the contrast of exquisite cleanliness 
which the eonutry I had just quiUe<i, exhibited. This pajt 
of Westplialia is very flat, bilire^n^ sandy, and dreary, pre- 
senting little more than thin patchas of buck wheat. Ihc 
roads aie veiy beuviy, and with an exception to an oiatory 
in a little ^rove, and three wooden efiigies as large as life, 
representing the crucifixion, not one enlivening ormtciest- 
ing object picaented itself, i mention the following tiavel- 
ling anecdote by v\ay of caution to my reader should he 
scle<*t this loute. At Dinsli^cn, one of the post towns be- 
tween \\ escl and Du^seldorf, the post-masn r told me that 
two |iorscs would not be stifiicient in such loads for the 
carriage, and declared his determination, lhul,^y>4tTrt[ 
took thiee, [ should have none, it i had suhn.ittecl to 
this imposition here, I must /have done so throughout; I 
was theiefore obliged U> compound with this exiortionei in 
ohice, by pajing naif of a third hois^ which sum wtnit 
into his pocket, and pursued my route with a couple, who 
< onducted me in very good styk to the next post tovMi. 

In every j)art of Gethiauy tb« post-masters aic appointed 
by, and are under tlie eontroul of the leigning jirince of 
'1 uiiu and Saxis, tll^e hereditary director and po^t-master 
gmicial of the roads in that part of EinopCg, My dffjrx.. 
stepped togi\i hii^'^horses some wretched hard biead, used 
by the peasanliy ip "V^'cstphalia, composed of straw and 
oats, called bon-pourfiikel f'lom the follow fug circumstance. 
Many jp^ars since a Frenchman, liavelling in this euuncy, 
called tor biead for hiiTiself, and upon -tins sort being pic- 
sented, he exclaimed, C\est bon pour Nickr l_{xh e name of 
Ins hoise) ; upon which the old woman vvhoTTatllVr^ it 
Ml lan about the village in a great pet, relating the stojy. 

As I was proceeding by moon-light, a (leunaii gentle- 
man who had travel lea some way with me \vh« obseiving, 
that throughout Westphalia a robbery upon the highway 
hud not been known for n%iny years, and that a tri^yeiler 
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safe in tbe Mfeht as ia the day; and at the moment 
tfhen he had just fini^fced an animated eulogium upon the-^- 
invincible honesty of the ha|)pencfl to observe 

the shadow of a tnttn\%ohind me cataiolet, the head of 
which was raised; apparently very busy in enclcavomiug to 
^ut our trunks^ which, upon our jtimping out, pioNcd lo be 
the case ; the iellow was much alarmed oy our appearance, 
feli upon bis knees, and declar^^that he belonged to Dus- 
' seldorf, and poverty had prompted him to quit that city, 
mid try hi^ fortune on th^ nighway* Nothing could exceed 
the indignation of the German the moment he knew our 
prisoner was a WestplifaU^in ; b^d he fortunately announced 
nimhelf as a native of any other country, 1 b<*lieve he would 
bave rather relieved tne fellow^s distress, than pierced his 
€*ars, and perhaps Ins^h^art, with the ‘biticr leproaclies he 
heaped upon him : howe'ver, as the afiair furnished me with 
a hearty laugh, I prevailed upon in\ couipiiiiion to forgive ‘ 
tile poor wietch, whose face and clothes indicated extreme 
wretchedness, and permit him to depart in peace; and wr* 
proceeded without further imcrnipiion to within a short 
stage of Dusscldorf, wdicre w»e slept. % 

The appearance of Dusscldorf at a little distance is very 
hand^bme, pai ticuhirly from ihe graud ducai road ^ airitw^as 
styled. Upon my driving up to the principal inn, the 
xnaitre d’hoitd with gicat pomp came out, and informed 
me in bad French that his house w^as then nearly full ; that 
the Grand Duchess from Paris was expected every day ; 
that hiJ' bc(hroonjb would be wanted for those belonging to 
the court who could not he Hccommoclatcd at the palace, 
and finull}, that he could tiot receive me. As 1 .iinme- 
cliaiciv guessed hi-^ object,, 1 told him that I intended to 
days at Dusscldorf. ** Oh, very well/’ said he, 
archly adding, you are an Englishman 1 perceive.” No, 
f>ir, an American/' ** Ob,^' replied be, ne ver mind, it is 
iho .same thing : }val(t in, Sir, and we will see v»tiat we can 
do for you." Thi^, inn, the only eminent one in the t(*wn, 
is s»p{icioub and hgndsome, and the table d’lioic excellently 
supplied with a greafi variety of dishes, both at dinner and 
well diesbcd. During my stay I was 
kuowin^no oiher name jLli an that bf Monsieur Anglois, an 
appellation not very gratifying to me, upon reflecting that 
1 was a^sojouiwr in the lerrilory of a broihcr-in-law of 
KapcdeOn,^‘A^bi knowing that be is no favourite with the 
English, England an4>iavery thing that can remind 

him pf'^^i^|such a degree, tbifilfan.Eoglisb gentleman and 
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lady, whom'l kneir, tvho bad been detained prisoners of 
in France, Vnt /afterwards liberated, upon their route 
horn Verdun to Holland to embark for their country, were 
one day overtaken by vS gjpn^d^^rmc dispatched express 
from the last post toW^n/ltcMorder them to turn out dftbe 
high road on which they were travelling, ahd to take ano- 
ther route whicli he pointed out, by which they were com- 
pelled td make a deviation of seventy miles. In consifef*^ 
quence of the French fcmpjror being expected to pass 
that road in the course of fche^day, this messenger bad 
been dispatched to Overtake and order them out of the 
way as fast as possible* ' ‘ • 

‘ ' > 

nussEttfoa?. 

Dusseldorf, so ealled from the little river Dussel that 
waters its southern side, and Dhorpf which means village, 
is now the capital of the imperial dUehy of Berg, under 
the new dynastiy of the Buonaparte family; ii formerly 
belonged to the* German eppire, and afterwards to the 
elector Palatine, who at ofie period made it his lesidencc; 
this city owed the pro^peiity which it long enjoyed, to 
the sagacity and liberality of the elector Joseph Will iffl , 
who enlarged it in 1709, nobly offering its fret^dc^fn’,* and 
a» exemption from all taxes for thirty jears, to every one* 
who w'ould build a house within its walls, and to )k every 
judicious advantage of its lojeal adaptation to trade, and 
established universal ^toleration in religion; the benefit of 
zneasuies so worthy of a Cbriatian and the ruler was spee- 
dily felt, and DusseMorf, from a petty village soon became 
4 flodfishing city, and contained a population of 18,000 
inh^bitanls. 

Few towns have sui&red more froto the calamities of 
war than this: its streets, squares, and hous^?s, denote 
former consequence; it now resembles a mausoleum half 
in ruins. Eaily in the year 1795, tl\e arpiy of the Sambre 
and the Meuse suddenly crossed the lilune, and summoned 
the town to surrender, which it refused to do; in conse- 
quence of which^tbe French bombarded it, and set fire to ^ 
one of its most beautiful churches, whiclifc,:;: 4 ;:*^s j^rnt to 
the ground; and th<f city palace, which contained many 
noble apartment, near^^ experienced the same fatej 
naked walls, blackened with smoke, are all that remain 
of this spleucied pile, except that pair which c6iuaihed 
the celebrated gauery of paintings, which weie lemoved 
to Munich under a Prussitm escort. The French at^length 

Qq 
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‘look the city l>y as^«lt,.the Aastrinhs Lvho were garrisoned 
within having "previously retired. was* surprised to finch 
that the French haij ^|iared |lte erected as a mark 

of piiblic gratitufjev in the ce|ter ^ the** court of the gal- 
lery^ to the honor of the elector John William, who was 
its founder. He commenced it m the year 1710; but 
dying in !71(}, th^compleiion of this princely and public- 
spirited design waS; totally me^ctcd by his successor 
Charles Phillip, who employed part of his trcw.iuje, and 
the whole of his tastej in improving the city of Wnnl^tnn. 
Charles TheodorCi 'hjs ^succe^or, finishi?d this institution, 
established an academyi pfif'drawing nnd painting in Dos- 
selddrf, and also erected;#%ubiic gallery of paintings ue 
jilanhetm, whieli were open to every one, and cy< ry ai tisi 
had permission to study awd copy.theni.’* r 

The roihs of the palace have a melancholy anpearance 
from the water, on which 1 made a sketcli of the city, 
when I saw for the first time one of the Revnish flying 
bridges, the description of wh^ ch I shall reser ve for a fevi 
pages following, as f did nof go on boaid of it. That 
famous gallrry, which attracted h;^^n of la stc from distant 
Europe, occupied that ^piirf of the palace which 
stood mose to the junction of the Rhine and the ]>ussuh 
and was divided into, five very large and spacious apartments, 
one of \yhich was^ wholly devoted to one picture of 
General Douw, eFteemed inestimable, and one of the 
finest he ever painted; the subject of it is imcommonK 
complicated, yet every figure in it is so exquisitely finished, 
that it wdll bear the closest inspection. Dcscriplitms of 
paintings are seldom very interesting; but tlie snbjcM*t of 
this renowned picture deserves to be recorded. It repre- 
a qiiack-docior at a fair,*^ upon a stage covered 
with a ''rurkey carpet, .^set out whli vials and gallipots, a 
shaving bason, wdth an unibrella, and a monkey ; tim doc- 
tor, in the most^^vv hirasical dress, is haranguing with un- 
common humour and cunning in his countenance, ilte 
Jmotley crowd below J amongst wdunn, a gardner w heeling 
a barrow fillefl with vegetables, a countfvmnn with a hare 
hangii jggM^Hr -ey*^ shoulders, a woinaii with a child at the 
hTenst>v baking little , cakes for the fair ; anotbtu' woman 
listening with a^ent credulity, whilst a sharper is pi(*king 
poeket, ar^i'Senciled in a Wonderful manner. Douw 
has represented ^rhimself looking out of the window of a 
public. house, and drawing the several objects, Tiie second 
Ohumiieir contained the proclucttons of the Italian school ; 
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a tliird those of the) flemish; a fourth was; dedtea ted to 
-Vanderwerff; aifd the lifth to Rubens. 

Tlie only part 6f thevcit| which presented any appear- 
ance of animatioli was 'the parfcct-placc, which aboiipded” 
with fine vegetables, aitid exquisite fruit,. Th^ market-, 
women, and the female peasants,^ wear a large handker-. 
chief depending from the top of the head, which has a 
picturesque effect, IVi’it is so abundant that for ti|e 
value ofSd, 1 purchased a pound aiid a half of the most 
luscious grapes. In this square, part of the scaffolding 
used for illuminating the h6tH ylle, on the grand duke 
making his first entry into the city, remained. About a 
mile from the town is a country palace of the prince, 
separated from a ^^arden, in front of it, by the great road 
*to Cologne. The palace is large and very elegantly fur- 
nished; the gardens are spacious, well kept, and open to 
>v ell-dressed [)ersons. llie view of the city from tbe^ 
WJ llks is very beautiful. The ramparts which are levelling 
as fust as tlie pick-axe an4 spade can lay them low, in 
many places present a very agreeable walk. 

RELIGIONS IN HOLLAND. 

Ail religions are tolerated, but that most fTdl owed is 
Tiomau Catholic, for the celebration of wliich there arc 
^hree huge churches; before one of them, raised and rail- 
ed of!\ is a group as lUrge as life, in wood, pairited white, 
representing our Saviour crucified betwxcn the two thieves, 
>aul Mary Magdalen, kneeling; several persons were pray- 
ing very devoutly before those images. The dead wei*^ 
wisely buried out of' the city. In one of the streets at 
exfremiry of the town, is a prodigious pile^if buildings 
barracks. The soldiers of tJie grand duke, priiic^^ti-’j: 
Germans, and a few French, had a very military appear- 
ance. The manufactures are at a pause; the population 
IS reduced to about eight thousand persons, the greater 
poitionof whom are in very abject circumstances. How 
dilferent must this place be to its former period of pros- 
perity, before the last war, when a gay old Prussian ollicer 
who resided there, told me, that it vvas^twi v.* ?’«gd with 
clubs, cassons, and balls, when every family of common 
respectability could regale its friends with the choicest 
Johannis-Berg Hockeiii-Rheideshein ;wine. The princes 
of Germany differ very much from those of our oivn coun- 
try, in the plain unostentatious manner in vvhiqh they 
move about. One inorni8g> when I was crossUig the court 
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of my itin to go to bieaLfast, I sa«rj a little boy fencing 
'wirh a huck wita otte of the ostlefS^^ais 1/was pleased svith 
his appearance^ 1 asked jf the son of the niaitre 
hotel, to which he jepjiecl^ ^ hei editary 

prince Von SalmJ' The priiice %nd princess, his father 
and aunt, were at the $ame hotel, having tonic it) Dussel- 
doii to pay their respects to Prince Muiat. 'Phe giand 
ducal com t was, as 1 was infon^fJ, kept up ^^Kh consi^ 
derable splendor, in the circle of u hith tlie j^rand duchess, 
oue of the sisters of Napoleon, had not yet made hei ap- 
peaiance. It was generAlly believed, notwitlutcuiding 
the use my worthy hda lil^de ot her appioacliing entrj » 
that uo great aitachmiiiu existed between ilic giaiul ducal 
pail ; and that the gaiety of the nnpciial court of Pans pos- 
sessed more prevailing attractions to the grand diiclies> 
than her own. Murat, Grand Duke of Berg, is an uibiancv 
of the aslouishing results of great abilit} and good iortuiit;. 
His origin w^as so veiy obscure, lhat veiy little of it is 
known. The following anc((dote will, hov\c\Ci, throw 
some light upon the extieinc Irumility of his early condi- 
dition m life. After his elevation to the rank of u prince 
Flench einpue, lie halted, in tbi^ close of the lust 
war, aT^at mall town m Geiinany, where he staid two or 
three days, and on hndmg the bread prejpared for lus table 
of an infenor kind, lie dispatched one ot his suite to Older 
the W^t baker m the town to attend him, to rec^‘l\e from 
him his diieeiions lespectiug this precious uiticle of life, 
A baker who had been long established in the place was 
selected for this purpose, and upon the aide-de-camp ordi r- 
ing him to wait upon the priueo immed.aielt, he observed, 
to the no lutle suiprise of the officer — “ It is useless mjr 
go ing, the *pnnce will never employ me/’ Upon heiiA 
pf??8ed to btJifte his feasonii, he declined assigning any j 
iiut as the order of the mei^nger was perem^toiy, he fol* 
lowed him, and wais i^inaediutely adiniitcd to Mmat, with 
whom he staid about ten minutes, and then retired. As 
he quitted tiie house in which the prince lodged, h^ obscTc- 
cd to his aidc*de*camp, ** I tola you J^lie piince would 
— ^<he has di^inissetl wic tilth this,^’ dis* 
playin^f^TpurbC of ducats. Upon bei% 'again piesscd to 
C^lain. the leason of this siagu\ar feiJnduct^ he icpiied, 
^^The rrince Murat, When a boy was appienticcd to a 
hischit bakffi''^Sn the south of France, nt tbc time 1 was 
a to him, and I bdve often threshed him for 

bemg|jgf?/^the moment he saw me iusumily 
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temcmbered me, Rod without enterin^rito ihfi sut)jeC|;of 
‘Our antient ac<|uifcijntan/eje, or of that wriich led tiie io hi» 

P resence, he haslny this purse of ducats from ijhe 
rawer of the tSble sat, gave it 4o me, and 

ordeieci me to retire/^ 

The heroic courage Vhich Murrft displayed in the 
paign of 1797, when in conjunction with Duphoz, at 
head of their respectif'*. divisions, they plunged into tl^fe 
deep and impetuous stfeam of Tagliameuto, gained thes- 
oppo«?ite banks, and drove the ^Austrians, headed by their 
able and amiable general, the Arc^iduke Charles, as far as 
the confines of Carnitlna and Carniola. "“The numerous 
battles in which lie disiingaisllied; thimself in Egypt, and 
afterwaids at Montebello, and Marengo, where, at the 
head ot Ivs cavalry, he aucccssfully supported the brilliant 
and eventlul inovetttent of JL)( ssaix, will lanh him in ihc page 
iA history amongst tfle most illustrious of thoste coosumniate 
generaU, which the fermentation of the French i evolution 
i)Hs elevated Ironi the depths^if obscurity. In r,gypt he was 
high in the confidence of Napoleon, whom he accom- 
panied with Las.ncs,»5^SAiiidreossi, Bessiercs, and several 
members of the Egyptian Institute, when Buoua]).j^»-*^ ^f« 
fected Ins memorable passage horn liis army to Trcjiis, in 
August I799‘ Upon the death of Ganeral Lc Clerc, who 
was united to a sister of Napoleon, Murat paid lus ad- 
di esses to, and espoused his widow, with the entire appro-| 
batioii of Ins great comrade in aims, by whom he was; 
upon his elcNaticm to the imperial throne, cicated a prince 
of the empire, and at length laised to the rank of a sove* 
reien. He is reserved and unostentatious, and is seldom 
vi^le to his people. Some of the Westphalian^, who ant 
attached to the auilent <Ader of things, have ajoke 
themselves ut the expence of tiK'ir new piince, whose 
Christian name being JoafA/w, they pronounce it with an 
accompanying laugh, Jachim, wbiijli means'^ diwe him 
and tbei^ is very little diflfercace in the iio- 
nun'eiation.^ 

HUBAT^S i>alacR* 

As Diisseldorf had infinitely less charms tor me tiian \i 
bad for the Grand Dueboss, 1 was well pleased to quit it, 
as she was disinclined to enter iu $o mounting my cabrio- 
let, for wdiich I W88<, obliged to ni«ike the best bargain I 
could with the postmaster, I set otf for Gologue, the road 
to which is fur mare pleuSaut ihau any other part of the 
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which I ^ough the whole is Very flat. About 
»ix nules from Dusse^florf, I passed a tfery beautiful comv 
try palace of the Grand Date, Benrad^ composed 

of a range of semicircular detached from each 

other, standing upon ^the summii; a gentle slope, at the 
bottom of which is a large circuhir piece of water. The 
Grand Duke makes this place his principal residence, 
and very seldom goes to that in neighbouihdod of the 
city more ihqn twice in the week, to give audirnce and 
transact affairs of state, 'Which, as the government is en« 
lircly despotic, ate nianagW with ease and dispatch. The 
appearance of the bodj^-grtard at the entrance announced 
that the prince was place when i passed it: the 

grounds and gardens> se^ h<^ni the road, appear to be 
tastefully arranged. Although the rotid is sapdy, yet it 
Is infinitely preferable, 1 was informed, to crossing the Ycrry 
at Diisseldorf, and proceeding by^that lout to C'olognc. 
After passing Muhlhcim, a vrry neat town, the suburbs of 
which adorned with some bandshme country housc«5, 1 
entered, about a mile furtherjUhe village of Deuiz, and 
beheld the veneiable city of Cologne, bcpaiated by the 

immediately befoif me. At«00E end^of the tillage 
is a large'" convent of Carmelites, attd on the day of my 
arnvdl a religious fete was celebrating, at w^hich nearly all 
the population of the place and neighbourhood assisted, 
and the streets were enlivened with little booths, in which 
crosses and ornaments of gold lace uud beads were taste- 
fully exposed to the eye. 

The bell of the flying bridge summoned me on 'board, 
and in about five minutes I*' found myself in the Frcntdi 
empiie, attended by French custom-house ofticcrs, in green 
who conducted me to the Douane. This ferry 
cannot fail to impress the mind and excite the curiosity 
of a stranuer ; it is formed of a broad platform resting 
upon two large barges, tike our coal lighters; from this 
platform a vast wooden frame in the shape of a gallows is 
erected, which is fastened to the former by strong chains 
of iron, whilbt from the centre cross piece, a Hiain of the 
same great length, is fixed loathe top of an up- 

right pole sti^ndiug in each of a long Jine of boats, the rc-- 
ipotesjt of is at aujCbor; by this machinery a power- 

ful press|ljK obtained ; to each of the barges a rudder is 
aflSixedrvw|||ch, upon being placed in an oblique direction, 
pr6du^ffl^{if(ial motion upon the stream, which acts as a 
force ab^ve; so that by changing liie^ rudder to tho 
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or left’, the brirlge is forced <>u one side or the otlier 
r-f tile river, witf! '*<iual certainty and c?eicrity. Fifteen 
hi 4 ndre<l p(‘rsous cati with p<|'fcci Jii-asc be trunsporied at 
the .same liirte u[>on these bridlfcs, mnd carriages and horses 
are driven upon them without an}’- sroppuge, from the 
bjuiL'-: to which liiey are fashed, initil put in motion. Tiie 
Gcimians pall this machine the Fiiegende Schill^- Briicke, 
or tlic vonnit bridge of bfrv.-:-3; llic J^ntch geer burg, or the 
bridge in shiickles^ in annsicn to aud the French 

}c pool volmit, or tiie tlying bridge. 

The search made by the <’nsloIn'-lp)Cse oflieers amongst 
my felio\v-p;isy(mgers, most of whom in»d only just crui^sed 
and re-eiosscd tlie rivci, was very rigorous ; tlie females 
'•.vert, maielu'd np 1.r> a small house^ wiicun as I discover<^'d 
by accidently <)|)cning the dooig and oiiending as the 
elders clid when flu'V took a lawless peep at ^Susanna, to 
the no small delight of tl)Ose vvlio were iounging without, 
and of cmbarra-sincut to those wltlun, they underwent a 
f>rivaie examination by twej ^matrons, appoiuicd for the 
purpo<^^ 

At thii' place I expected seme dllVsculfy ; hut upon my- 
declaring myself an American, and shewing my anil' 
just opeming my trunk, tlie ofric‘er.5 with g-jcat p(»hjteuess^ 
called a porter to carry uiy luggage iiuw the city, and pul- 
ling oir their hats, recommended me to l.ui (Jour Lniperiah?, 
'.xic of the best hoiels, where I arrived jn^t in time to sit 
down to u splendiil table (riioLe, at w h.lcii several bKamti-* 
fid and well-dressed ladies, Geiniim noblemen, and Freiicl.* 
oilicers, were present. * 


cathuotlal of COnO(’-NE. 
city was ibniierlv* cclehrated for tlic lYuribcv of it,:.- 
devotees and prostitnu's, whicdi the fre-neh police hc.s very 
nuich reduced. 'Idle lirst objeap I visited, was the cathe- 
drag uhieli, from the water app&\rs liTe a .siupendoiis I’rag-* 
nient, that had wiiiistood the slnbck of war, or some coo * 
vulsion of nature, by fv hich the rest of the pile li-id boen 
})ro.strated : but upon erujuiry, 1 found that it owed ils niU' 
tilated a?>|Tearance to no such event, l>al obi'^itcics 

whicdi Isave occurred for ages in conij>leting it, recording 
to its orighial design. In fhe year Conrad, tic* Geo 

tor and bishop of llucksledcn, in the prich* aiui exulta- 
tion of holy enthusiasm, resolved to eiCiU. a tem[>Ie to 
GrocI, wliicrh should have jio 'equal it) sl/e and mi^griifi- 
eence ; it was intended that the two \ve.steru towtos sliould 
c‘ahk.1 
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have been five hundred feet in elevation, and the nave of 
borl\^ of the church in pr( portion, and e^'cry external stone 
which the eye cor Id perceive, decorated with the most 
exquisite ornamt lU of purc'pgothic architecture. The suc- 
cessors of tlie prince bishop, who resembled in the splen- 
dor of his s[)iri( the emperor who so elegantly wished to 
leave the town stone, which he had found Orick, continued 
the bniiding for two cenliiries^aAul a half; but owing to 
their resources being insufficient, they w^ne obliged to 
leave it in a very imptM’fect state, hut capable of being 
used for religious purpo'ses. Tlicrt* is no building of the 
kind to compare with it, but the Duomo at Milan. One 
of the \vest('ni towers^ which i ascended, is about two hun- 
dred and fifty feel higli, frou) which tlicre is a fine view of 
the city, the Rhine, and the sarroi^^nding cpiintr}" ; tin: 
other tower is noi above forty feet higij. The roof of tlie 
greater part of the body of the church is temporary and low ; 
but so spacious is the art'a wdiich it covers, tlial ofic hun- 
dred massy pillars, arrang(»d in four rows, present a light 
and any appearance upon il.' My guide, who was a good 
Inimourcd intelligent man, with many significant' shiug> 
^^regrel, informed me, that the moveable decorations of 
the ciiLK'ch and altar w'ere onc»: worthy of a stranger’s at- 
tention ; but that the generals of the French armies, during 
the revolution, had pillaged this holy sanctuary of its 
richest ornaments; how'cver, the grand altar in the chr>ir 
was not sufficiently portable for their rapacious hands, and 
remains to shew the magnificent scale upon which every 
part of the cathedral W'as originally desigm cl. T'his aliai 
is formed of one solid bloVk, of the finest sahie marble, 
sixteen feet long and eiglu broad, placed u})ou tlie sum- 
niij, of a flight of steps. » 

The trea^>ury, or as it is called the golden cliamher, 
contains the robes of tlie priests, which arc very ii agnifi- 
cent, arranged \vith,great- care and order in several ward-' 
robes; and busts of saints and holy utensils in gold and 
silver, many of which were once encrusted with the most 
precious stones, but which had been removed by the 
Frenc^iraig»i’cir places supplied by paste. Amongst the 
siill^mstly contents of this chamber, 1 ijraiccd a small 
tomb of a priest in solid gold atid silver, and a skull of 
Peter, of the same precious metal. In this room were 
Several ladies, who apjiearcd to bo under the strongest in- 
fluer^^ of Roman ('atholic enthusiasm; not a robe or a 
relic^^^ exhibited, wiiicU did ^)ot draw forth some fervidly 
pi ons.i«ira(:‘laAnati o u , 
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^ was she\vn, as a murvcHuus curiosity, the mausoleuai 
the Tlirce Kings, behind the grafid altai* towards the 
east, where the 'bodies of the^c peisormges, and tliose of 
the Wartyrs, Gregory and Jilpolcto, and Felix Ivjabor, re- 
pose. I'iie bones of the thr<^) kings are said to have been 
brought away by the emperor Frederick Jiarbaiossa, when he 
sacked Alilau^ and presented to tlie archbislioj,) Fernauld of 
Dasselde, Who attended him in iiis military exploits, and 
who deposited them neai Bonn, iVoiii whence ihey were 
transfeired to tlie s[)Ot where* tlu*ir#iiausoleiun was aiterwards 
erected, before the building of the present cathedral in 
the year 1 170: the bones ol these' [x rsonagcr, of course, 
performed all sorts of prodigies; the hiiiid by toueiiing 
them, heeanie astronomers, and lii^ lame danc ing-masler:^. 
''Jl^his tomb, bei'ore the last war, wa.^ uneommonly rich an4 
inagnihceflt ; hut the Fiench, who liavc displayed no great 
respect tor living kings, couKl iioL he expected to pay 
miudi to three dead ones, anti accordingly they have strip- 
ped llieir ^shrine t)f most ol ll^c jewcdlcry, and precious or- 
iiiimcnls. 'Flic sacrile.g' (^>nniiiite(l upon the three holy 
kings, who were |ransporled so lar from ll eir native coun- 
try, reiiiiiuls mo of an anecdote, in which tlie playful wil^ 
of Mr. Hustings, formerly Governur-general of india, was 
eminently displayed. -r\n anliogiary having coFected in 
India a tainsidei able number of hi::lloo gods, had them 
Well packed up for the purpose ol b^ing scat to England, 
and on ilie top of the car>c wrote in large characters “Gods — 
picdfic to l^cvjt tl/rsc i(j)permoi.r the Ciovernor-generai call- 
ing one inorninL; on tiie col-.cctor, observed the package in 
his library, and reiiiaikuig tiw super^criplion, said, your 
direction is a wis* i>nc, for when you ti;i: sport gods into a 
foreign counlrv, i: s ten to one but tlra they are vver^ 
turiH'd, • 

Every street ivciinds the stranger of the former preva- 
^n<*t‘ c)f Liu: priesthood, Beiore the war, the ciergy in 
Tills city were divided into eleven ch.ipteis, nineteen pa- 
rishes, nineteen convents for men, thiriv-mne convents ior 
'Women, besides fort^-uine ehaptds, insin utions, wliich 
supported betwaen two mid ibree iiiousanilj^»ei*bom: in use- 
less vulnptuousnt'ss aiid slotli. 

^'\s ilie otiier efiurehch iiavc been stripped oi thtir finery, 
and were not embellished *by an 3 ' striking work ol tiie sta- 
Uiary, i uiert:i\ took a eul^o^y \iew o: itn ir extei lor ; the 
principal are lie Je*^ults’ i’hurch, the colif giate church of 
St. Gerion, Uiir, of the Miice;tbees, and the abbey «hurch 

n s: 
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of -St. Pantaleon: all these, aod a number of other sacrcfl 
buildings useles^ to name, abounded with saints and shrim;^? 
intrusted wiUi a profusion of jewellery, apd all tbemn^’? 
jnery and mockery of cunnirig and credulity. re- 

spect to the chapel of StV Ursula, a whinijycal circurifstance' 
occurred some years since: ii this' clepositMiy, for a great 
length of time, have reposed the bones of the immaculate 
St. Ursula, and eleven thousand virgins her ep.m pan ions, 
who came from England in a little,, boat in the year ^)10, 
to convert the Huns who had taken possession of this city, 
who instead of being moved by their sweet eloquence and 
cherub like looks, put an e<rd to their argument, by put- 
ting them all to death. ^Some doubt arose many years since^ 
A^'hether any couiitry could have spared so many virgins, and 
a surgeon, somewhat of a vvag, upon examining the conse- 
crated bones, declared that most of them were the bonas 
ot full grown female mastiffs, for which discovery he was 
expelled the city. The convents ‘ and monasteries are 
‘converted into garrisons fur ilie Frencli troops quartered 
in the city, jft isS in contemplation to pull down about 
twm-ihirds of tlic churches. ' 

‘ On account of its muneroiis religious ’houses Cologne 
called the Holy City. Bigotry, beggary, and igno- 
rance disfe\gurcd the place in spite of its once flourishing 
trade and university. \A'lien the French seizetl upon this 
city, ill 1794 , they soon removed the rubbish of ages; 
tbree-founhs of the priests had the choice of retiring or 
entering the arniy, and when withdrawn, the weak minds 
over which they had exercised sovereign iidliience, reco- 
vered their u»ne, and live to hail the hour of (heir delivery 
from ianatical bondage, and tvie sturdy beggars were form- 
ed into conscripts. 

This city is celebrated for having given birth to Agrippi- 
'na, die mother of Nero, but it derived more lustre from the 
immortal Rubens having been born here in l()40 : ihc house 
in. which he resided still preserved and exhibited wittv, 
great pride to strangers. This illustrious man was no less 
a scholar than a painter, and hence his allegorical works 
hre more purely classical than those* of any other, master^ 
bf this the g4Ik.vy of the Luxemburgh and liie banqueting- 
room Wliitchall hear aniple* testimony. Whilst be 
jiainted be used to recite the pb^ms of IJomer and Virgil, 
which he knew by heart, by which he infused the divind 
^jirit of poetry into the productions bf his pencil. AfteV 
fiavhig studied a few years in Italy, his renown as an artist 
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iip'^ead through Kurop^, whilst his learning, amenity of 
jtv^finers^ and elegant accomplishments, and amiable mind, 
j^cjQUrcd to him esteem and regard of all whom he ap- 
proached. He was particuhwly cherished by the kings 
of En‘g*latid, S[)aio,*and other jnonarchs ; he was even em^ 
ployed upon u very delictite olcasion to communicate pro- 
posals from the cabinet ^)f Spain to that of London, and 
Charles L was so delighted vyith his various talents, that he 
conferred •upon hitn thejionor of knighthood. Ti)e num- 
ber of Jiis paintings is prodigious. Sir Josliiia Reynolds 
said that tile most grand, as well ds the most perfect piece 
of composition in the world, wal that of Rubens’s picture 
of the Fall of the Damned, fonnerlyMii the, gallery of Dns- 
scidorf: iluit it combined' such varjed iielerogcneous and 
hcirrible subject, in such a wonderful manner, that he 
scarcely knew whidh most to admire, the invention or the 
composition of the master. The last of ihibens's paint- 
ings was the crucifixion of St. Peter, with Ids head down- 
ward, which lie presented to Si. l\:;icrs church in this 
one day after taking a copy of the register of his hinh 
j’rom its archives; the tast^fless and mercenary heads of 
the church received this invaluable present witii little ex- 
pressions of gratitude, and were dtsa[)[)ointcd that the donors 
had. not given them money it! lieu : when Kub(?tis heard 
ol their dissatifaction, he otlered thon^ 28,000 crowns lor 
the picture, wliicli, merely in consequence of ilu oiler, 
thev considered to be worth infinitely more, and therei’ore 
refused to sell him llie work of his own hands, and it was 
preserved with great veneration in the ei.uvch, where it 
continued till Cologne became one of the cities of the 
French empii c. H u bens, to the powers and graces before 
ascribed to him, united the virtue of*a ehrisiian : Iroiu 
iniolives of piety and •benevolence he adorned iminy 
churcbes and convents with his inaieliless *pro(i actions; 

a rch, as if the luiIlow‘ed purpose lo which they were de- 
ed had inspired him, whilst he pawited, were generally 
‘ most masterly efibrts of bis pencil. 

I'bomas a Kempis,^ so celebrated for his extraordi- 
luii'y piety, was born in the neighbourhood of this city in 
' The lust edition of his works is tlw^c -of C4jh)gne 
RifiO, 3 vols. folio; his most celebrated work was ciuiilcd 
Dc Imitutione Chrisli ;’i which on account of its great 
piety aud merit, has been translated into almost every 
living language. 'I'bis work has been attenqaed to he 
Wribed to an abbot of the name of Uci soil, ot the order 
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of St. Benedict^ which for many years prc^daced 
controversies between the canons of St. Augustine, Ko 
which Thomas a Kempis . belorgcd, and fhc Benedi ethics. 

The celebrated Wiilhun C|x.ton opened his of- 

fice here in. 1471, and printed|the woik ol’ Le Fevrc, which 
was three years afterwards publisjhed in London, where 
he had the honor of being the first to introduce the in- 
valuable art of printing. Adam Schule, the" mathema- 
tician, who died at Pekin, was a 'calendar here. Vondel, 
the Dutch Virgil was bprn here, as was the wonderful 
Maria Schuruian, who wa^ weli versed in twelve languages 
and wrote five classicaitly, besides excelling in every ac- 
complishment then know n. Excess of genius and learning 
made her melancholy mad, and slie died froai an inordinate 
debauch in eating spiders. 4 

The Town House is a very antifnt edifice, aifd contains 
the only specimen of (Irccian archiieelure ' in the city. 
Tliere were three eclesia>tical electorates in Clermany, 
viz. Cologne, Mayence, and 'rreves, which have been abo- 
lished by Napoleon. I'he rcv,cnues of the elector ol Co- 
logne amounted to upwards of two hundred tliousand 
pounds. Cologne must have been declining lor some cen- 
turies, for in the year ] 12 (X)^it was capable of furnishing 
thirty thousand men for the field, a number wdiieh iis pre- 
sent population is s*aid not to c.xceed. Tlie wdiolc ol* the 
trade of this town was exiensive before the last war, and 
at one period^ in spite of its bigoted rulers, it was one of 
the richest and most flourishing cities in Germany; its 
traders carry outward annually large quanlities of salted 
provisions from VVestphaliu,,irou from the forges of Nas- 
sau, wood from the Upper Rhine and tlie Neckar, wine, 
hemp, tobacco, brass, tufo stone, tobacco-pipe clay, millet, 
gins', dried IVpits, potash, copper, Vibbands, stockings, and 
lace; and they purchase of the Dutch paper, oil, cottons, 

f groceries, spices, medicinal drugs, also for dying, and Rnk- 
ish lead and tin. * 

The policy of the French government since it has assum- 
ed a settled form, has very much® directed its attention 
to the depressed state of tlie manulactures of Cologne, 
wbicbis^ormerly employed eleven thousand children, and 
under its auspices there are several fabrics in a very flou- 
rishing condition, particularly ‘ those , for manufacturing 
stuffs and ribbands, and a great deal . of iron is now wrought 
in this city. The university is at a very low ebb, in epn- 
bequeuice.M so many youn«!meii having embraced the pro» 
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fybion of arms. This university was once very celebrated 
ai^ was the most Ancient in Germany, having: been found- 
ed 1% 1380. Pope^ Urban the| Sixth paid it the following 
camjTijiiient, in allusion- to iu having given birth to the 
college of JLoiivaine : 

iVJatre pulchra tiiia pulchrior. 

This nmtcrnal university was divided into theology, law, 
medicine, and philosophy; but Jias not the celebrity of 
having sent into the world many enlightened men. 

In the department of Cologne the vineyards began first 
to appear. The. vines in the garden grounds of the city 
me said to have yielded seven hundred and fourteen thou- 
sand gallons, of vvine. The vines are not attempted to be 
cultivated higher north. 

During my stay at Cologne I visited the French parades 
every morning and evening. As the parades in France 
used to be confined to the uioi^iing, it was natural to con- 
jecture that some new and gTeat political storm was col- 
iecting, for which the i^rench emperor was preparing by 
redoubled activity and energy. At tl^ese parades the con- 
scripts, after having undeigonc a brief drilling, were incor- 
porated with the veteran troops: to wheel, to form close 
column, to load, fire, and charge with the bayonet, seemed 
to be all the motions which were attended to. Instead of 
forming the line, as with us, wdth exquisite nicety, but lit- 
tle attention was paid to it, for a more slovenly one I never 
witnessed; but by thus simplifying the niaiui:uvres, and 
confining the auenlion of the soldier only to the useful 
part of his duty, a conscript is qualified to march to the field 
o{ battle with the rest of riie troops in five day^,. ifiu ITt- 
tle attention was paid to the dress of these men, who were 
uni&rm only in a short blue coat with white or red facings, 
appeared to be left at full lihcriy tt) consult their owa 
taste or finances in every other article, for some wore 
breeches, some pantaloons, some appeared with gaiters, 
some without, some had shoes and othc*rs half-boots. 

It is a' remark in frequent use, that the effiffeiicy 
army may be measured by the skill ot the general ; but the 
French soldiers have expanded the observation, and liave 
exhibited the wonderful spectacle of skilful soldiers fighting 
lUider, and frequently enlarging the views and combinaimns 
of able generals. The animal organization of Frencin^jea 
befits them for soldiers; theH- supple muscular ioiin and 
height seldom exceedin^^ five feet five oJr six mches, admit 
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of great activity *of movement, and the dnppovt of 
fatigue: their minds quick. Volatile, itiquisitive, and.ster- 
tile in expedients, enable |them to see the inteny,Mis of 
theirV'ommanding ol1icers|iu a movtunenty whicii, to the 
soldiers of many other, countries, would only be known by 
result:^. The french coinmcinders know liow to gratify 
that national ca;-^t of intellect so useful to ihei-i: operations^ 
hy I'jcqiicntly imparting to a soldier of a company, for the 
puipose of wider conam unication, the [>rincipal move- 
ments in conteinplaiioiii previous to their engaging. The 
vanity of a French soldier , is also anotlier most valuable 
quality in his composition: he lakes tlie deepest interest 
in the execution every order, because he thoroughly 
believes that he is acquainted willif all its objects: and 
tipon the achievement of a victory, there is scartely a 
XVench drummer who would hesitate endeavoring to make 
bishearer believe, that the fortune of the day was owing 
to .^ome judicious idea of l^is own : to this vajiity the mili- 
tary bfdletius wiiieh aniioui^:e successes in all the pomi!^ 
of language, or convert a disas,tcr into a. retrograde victory, 
are addressed ; for a Ihenehman, even ijtore than an P-ng- 
llshmap, alnio.st always believes what he is told, and is 
ever the last to confe.^s a defeat. It is a rule with llit. 
Trench officers tef give their troops-as little trouble as pos- 
sible when not actually in service, and to keep them per- 
petually upon the alert when the campaign has com* 
menced : by this measure their troops, c(mtrary to a received 
opposite notion, arc generally fresher than v)thcr troops;- 
and as they are mostly composed of young men, are capa- 
ble of marcliing more rapidly and longer thitn soldiers of 
mixed seasons of life. The Ihencli liave another great 
aci vantage*' in their plan of combats, wliich resemble the 
mode of engaging at sea, practised so gloriously by the 
late immortal Nelson, that of beating against the c^itre 
of an enemy’s line*uiitil they penetrate it ; this tfiey hW"' 
several times successfully, effected, by an almost .endless 
reinforcement wliich the arbitrary ‘levies furnish, and whieh 
in a motneu^ supply the vacancy made by the bullet and 
tb<srt)ayonct. To prevent any ill consequences from the 
impetuous temerity which might attend the first Attack, 
a considerables corps of rescfve is always formed of the 
more experienced troops^. , 4 vho are able to support their 
comrades in; the front too severely pressed, or of fore- 
i!|g4hcm ralty> shogld they discover any disj>ositiow 
fiy* ..Tol^eir flying artillery, which are served by , their 
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p^ekt Soldiers, •wherever the groufid will he^t adfiii^jiiev 
- am also euiinentlv indebted for their success: yct,^%rith 
ulr^hose advantaj^s^ striking and eminent as thejf are, and 
tlie WF^tive assrstaiice vrhict^ she derived frorri the 
fluently imbecile conduct of the enemy, France would pet- 
imps never have been crtjfwiiea with the success which bad 
tttarke<i her march, had not her population been enoimous, 
and had n^^t the stupendous idea ot placing a great portion 
of that population, by fhe novelty of a conscription, at* 
the disposal of her ruler, been developed by the mighty 
lupnster whose name I have before mentioned. If she Imd 
had 20,000 men on the plains of Maida. she Would have 
been spared the disgrace of seeing 7^000 of her chosen sol* 
dicr*^ dy before 4,79^ of the British airm^ und^ir the gallant 
Stuart. « 

SlNOUXfAtt ADVENTURE. 

In consequence, says our author, of having been in* 
farmed the preceding evening that an imperial decree had 
parsed, by which strangers enteiing the French empire 
were permitted to bring as joiuch money into it as they 
chose, but were not suffered to take out of ii^niore than 
what certain officers appointed for that purpose considered 
necessary for the prosecution of their journey, iht^suiplus 
passing in the nature of a torfciiure to the crown, I con-^ 
cealed about thirty ducats, which feU within this dej»ci i|nioa 
of overplus, in my cravat, apd dt five o’clock in the morn* 
ing, marchctj from my hotet to the bureau des diligences 
par eau, a distance full two English miles, to be searched 
for this superfluity of cash, previous to my ascending the 
Rhine. At this iiouse a seCn^ took place which perhaps 
has not often occurred to travclleis, in consequence of the 
temporary apprehension which u e\ciud the ridiculous 
situation in which it placetl me, and tlie retributive cHBiJLs- 
tisement which it inflicted for thus venturing upon an hos* 
tilflj^shore. I was iiUioduccd into a room looking upon tlic 
at the buieau sat the director, a man who wore 
spectacles, with a strongly marked, expiessive counte- 
nance, apparently about? flity ycais of age^ upon my bow-* 
tug to him he demanded oi me, ih Germ^^n, who I was? 

I requested him to address me in FieticbJ. I^hich hc^djd, 
J'cpeating the question. I told him I was an Ameiicau 
going to the Fiankfort fair,* upon whicli he put down his 
spectacles, *and running up to me, squeezed my hand with 
a violence of coinpressiom infinitely more painful than a* 
greeable, and exclaimed in V^ry good English, ^Miow h^ppy 



cahk's tbavbls, 

I# day tome? for I too am an Ame/icvni/^ T 

return the aShcrioitate saIut«ition, and aj^o tofcx- 
prc's$ my ^delight in having, so far frof|j our native 
«iet with a couutr 3 "mam then asked me from wh*ft part 
of Arncrira 1 rame? from Bnjiimore/’ u.is the answer. 
Happier and happier !’' ened l^/renev\ing his embrace, 
f6r I was born there too/^ At this moment J wished, for 
tlie first time in my life, all the force of the av^or patrim at 
the devil; but theie was no timV to be lost in meditating 
npon the peril and awkJ^aidnesj, of my .situation. To pio- 
vent, as much as possible; his intenogating me jfuither ahi^ut 
my adopted country,*! addrcbsed with all possible tluency, 
•as many questions as i poiild suggest respeeiiug Cologne, 
the Rhine, the war; ki short, I touched upon cvi^ry fenhjcct 
but what had an American tendency. , To mj obs<*i vations 
be bowed, to my questions he gave veij bnel tiusuers, and 
contuiued expressing his delight 4n seeing me, a delight 
which waa very far from beingvCeeiprocal. Alter oideiiiig 
hi^ servants to bring breakfast for me, which i did pot de- 
cline, although 1 had alreaci}^ taken that meal at m}' hotel, 
for fear of oifeuding him, he made many intiiuiies after 
some persons whom ho named, and mentioned to be oi 
the first consequence m BtUtimoie. £ gave him to under- 
stand lliat I had loll that city when quite a boy; but upon 
his assuring: me that I must remember or Iia\e htaul of the 
persons lie had named, J gave him to understand that my 
recolkcuon of them was veiy impcifect, hut that 1 be- 
lieved they had perished b}' the yellow fever : upon hcimng 
whicn he expressed great affliction, observing they v^ere 
the dearest fricncK he had yi Balriinoie before he quitted it, 
about fifuen j-ears ^ncc. In this unconilorlable'siliiatiou 
I sat vis-u-vis with mv tormentor, who continued, riming 
bfeaicfast, to overload me with expresdoni? of kindness. 

At last the skippei of the Rhine bout made Ins appear- 
ance, with the welcome information that the boat Was 
ready, upon whiclf the director ordeicd him to make 
bed lor me on board if I wislied it, and to shew me every 
possible attention, adding, that Invas his [>,iitn*ulnr fncncl 
and counirvmau. 1 now thought the hoin of luy dcliver- 
411^ was anlved, and that anadventU/|c width jnnmised so 
adversely wopkl teimiuate m the display at tit' civilities I 
%ave emma^KS^ted ; but it was* determined that mj correc- 
tion was n<|i? yet sufficient, for as the direcloi lotAcd out pf 
the '^ndovy, he exclaimed, here comes my seaetury, a 
young mauji whp cun attend tu the office fei 
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day/’ atul then turning round to me, ’^iand I 

can now have the happiness of 'going half a day^s Joainey 
viib yon, Avhich^l .am re$t)ljed to do; yes, I will hhevv to 
you hojtf dear ruy, coiin|i*yuKn are ’to me, by goin^r as faf 
AS Bonn with \oiu’* 15!|!&tref|f>cd and embarra^-M'd l>e}ou<ii 
measure at this fresh piv>or of his provoking and pei piec- 
ing regard for AiiXTic'i and me, I tried in \'tin to prevail 
upon hiinmot to think td oarrviag his politeuess -o iar, and 
expressed my strong sense ol iln* attentions with which h^ * 
had already compkicly O' erw helmed me: all thatlurgcd 
appeared oiilv to ledonb’c ilie 'tannlh of his e\[uebsionb, 
and to confiun him in i)is deterphniiiion. 

With a heavy |H*iut and a light countt nance w'c walled 
arm in arm dovrn to the shoie, and Ascended the boat, over 
which, .'IS v\cll ns inl ilie other Cologne passiiue boats, it 
appeared ife had cijinplete sovcieigut}* by virtue of his of- 
fice, and in a miuutc afterwards the towing horse advanced 
at a rate of about two English miles and a half in an hour 
on the Fiencti side of the riv<>r. The dnector made me sit 
next to him in the cabin, tilling tlie passengeis, wJ;io ap- 

f jcared to me very respectable, that 1 was an Amencati and 
lis countiynnin, and«,thul that was the happiest day he had^ 
experieneed lor fifteen years. In tlie course of ^'ouversa- 
lion with him, from the gabconade stories which he related 
of his own expUnts, 1 w'as induced to^entertain suspicions 
of Jus charaeierj he told me that he W’as one of the most 
conspicuous characters in the .French revolution; that Ge- 
neral Custine owed all his glory in the field to hirc^^that 
he had lont» lesided at Berlin, wlierehe had, by ms' in- 
trigues, maintained for some time a complete ascendancy 
in the JPrussiaa cabinet; that he was engaged in a vast li- 
terary work, in which al^the great events thatJ^id asilj|ted 
the world for the last ten years, w’ould be enfolded in a 
manner never before developed^ that he had entered into 
B<le service of the French Emperor, solely to promote the*' 
Interest of the empire. He observed, after engaging m}*’ 
w^prd to keep the matter secret until 1 reached my ( wn 
country, that the emperor was abhorred throughout the em- 
pire, that he was a remorseless tyrant, unjj^ that be could 
prove trim to be a coward. 

To the latter part of bis^ assertion I took care to oifer no 
remark, but under the prefence of wishing to view the city' 
Of Cologne at a distance, the river and the country, and 
HlftO gain a iitlle re$pite from such a rapid succession of 
Hhtovyard circutfistat^s, 1 msoended the top of the *cahui 

, a % 





jiT^d refrefl^ed myself by making the sketch engniTeci. The 
flower, the mighty mass of the unfinished cathedra), trie 
pumeroufi Spires, t^e shores ^on either sifle, the rapfd mo- 
tion of the vessels des'oending the Rbiyf, the singing of 
those on board, the clear b^^illtaney of the sky, afiorded 
reanimating de)ight to my mind* i 

About ten o'clock my persecutor raised his head through 
the cabin door, to announce that dinner was ready, and to 
request my comoany : upon df\scendmg I found some soup, 
(and beef roasted after the German fashion, and that the 
direetoi had, tnihije 1 above, been taken ill, from the 
occasional agitation of the boat, that to allay his sickness' 
he had asked one of the gentlemen on board for some 
^randy, and of which^he had evidently t^ken a great deal 
^omuch: the spirit rapidly opeiaiedmpon his head, and 
^dlmore abominable nuisance in the sliape of iftan I never 
hehekl: incapable of "sitting at table with such a miscreant, 
i resumed my * old place where I bad not.been seated long 
before I beaid him abusing ^11 the passengeis, except tny- 
^If, lor whom be again expressed the assurance of hi^ 
high consideration,” and threatening to oider them all to 
|>e thrown overboard, which ne ^eeined to be perfectly able 
do himself, for he was one of the most powcilul men I 
fver beheld, upon which they lelinqinshed the cabin to 
himself, and, exceffiing a vei}^ pretty Fienob girl, came 
upon deck. Upon hearing hei; stream violently, I went 
pelow to see whut influence his countryman could now have 
pvei^ the diiector: as I was handing her out of the cabin, 
he forcibly pulled me back, cto'-ed the do(u, and $aid, m 
a manner which was perfeelly intelligible, though occa- 
sionally inteiiupted by the spasms of intoxication, “ 1 know 
you, tliongh you think 1 do not; you aie no Ameucan, 
you aie an bnghshman, and a son of IVlu Riskine the oia 7 
tor; you are heie on a secret mission, and yoin hie is m 
pay hpnds, but 1 will not betiay yop/' Uhe ieply 1 maKe 
wav, i am engageJf in no seciet mission, my soul woulHi. 
yevolt at it, noi can f thf son of my Uord Eiskine, fox 
he IS now upon the ocean, as aplJassador from the court 
pf jLiieaf Butain to mv c<>nhtO to which I added, that 
n in vain tor him to attempt to deceive me any longer, 
fox 1 was satisfiedi by hi$ obsej vafions lespectiqg Ameiica, 
he had not beet born in that country to which, tq 
iny consteiqatioq, be leplied, No, por have ( 

^ver Sj^^nere, ( am a German by hirtb, I was edbcatecj 
\>y whd and I am mm 
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in service of otie of the greatest heroes, ktid the most 
illustrious of men/*" , , ^ 

I Now not whfetber my Hf| was in peril, but iris certain 
was, apd to preserve it; I thought that sol|ie« 
thing should be inimedifl^ttly Jone: accordingly 1 ascended 
the top of the cabin, jybere ^11 the passengers were asr- 
semblH in a state of* considerable uneasiness, from one of 
whom 1 borrowed a bottle of brandy and a colFce-cup, wijth 
wliich I returned to tile director, and insisted npoli drinking 
his health in some excellent spirit, and raising my liapa 
and the bottle in a manner which, in his #tare, prevented 
him from seeing what I poured ^piA, I affected to fill and 
drink it off; I then gave III bumper, w^hich I sevefal 
times repeated in a siinilaH mahin*r, until the miscreaxit 
dropped under the# table, where he continued in a s-tate^ 
litter insen^ibdky, and with little appearance of life, untJJ ' 
we arrived, winch we did in about six hours, at Jionn, when 
he was taken out of the vessel by some men, conveyed to, 
a house near the banks of river, and thank, heaven I 
Ji saw no more of him, but^proceedt'd with the rest of tfic 
passengers to a very neat inn a little way in the city, 
where we had an excellent dinner and some good white 
Khme wine. The Stream of tlie Rhine became Jc-.s rapid 
as we approached Botin, where its waters aie shallower 
than in the neiglibourhood of Cologne, where all large 
vessels ship their cargoes which are destined for any of 
tlie towns higher up, in craft constructed peculiarly for 
the* purpose, and which draw much less water, 

CITY OF«1)ONN. 

As I determine^ to sleep at Bonn, I had a favorable 
opporiiinity of 8<eing this beautiful 
enabled the former Electors of Cologne to •displayuieir 
taste by selecting it fpr their residence. It was elegantly 
yfd justly obsened by a Fiench lady on board of the boat 
m we approached the city, f^oUa 'Bonne! vest unt petite 
perUl no e^epression could describe it better; when I 
made my view of it, ttie dark clouds behind it set ofi the 
pearHik^ appearance of the palace and buddings, 
tio spot on the Rhine ip the shape of a td^n with 
was 80 mlicb delighted; it consists ot little more o.an 
IsOOO boHses and 8,000 fohaiiiiants. In the ueighbour- 
hopd tha country to undulate, and the vines make 

Sllnxwfont ajipearant:e^ The wdne made licie and iu tfie 
li^aucnt paotj k ipleraWy^good j that whivh gv^ws.upoa 
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the black basalt hilh further to the southward, is infinitely 
preferable, black being a powerful agent to attract and 
retain heat; h^nce the rents (ot hills are father high. So 
powerful is this colour In attracting and ^retaining jdilHfeat 
that a very intelligent frien<| of mine, who resided some 
time in China, infoi'med me, that for the purpose of ripen- 
ing their fruits as early as possible, the Chinese gardeners 
paint their garden walls blacky and lately in some parts 
of England this plan has been followed. Every thing m 
and about the city bears testimony to the enlightened liber- 
ality and retiited taste of the last of the Electors of 
Cologne, who was cordially beloved and admired by all 
classes of his subjects, ^ The building which wa^ once his 
palace, is very extensVve; it stands just without the city 
upon an elevation of giound, and coftimaiuis a ino^t en- 
chanting prospect, emhraiMDg the windini*^ oF' the majes- 
tic llbuie, part of the village pf Po(>plecloiir, ( i-devant 
^monastery of Gruizberg crowning tlic summit of a hill, 
apd at a distance the Swm Mountains, cloathcd with 
whieyards, and tlie spires of*^ Coblentz. I'Ins beantifiil 
building is now applied to goverprhent purposes; in the* left 
wing towards the oiange garden, which is prettily disposed, 
the French Emperor has preserved the Lveeum in- 
flicting boys in Latin, Gieek, German, l^encli, mathe- 
matics, and philosophy : the profci,sors are veiy able men, 
and the in^tltution is ma very flourishing condition : this 
is one amongst the many noble establishments founded 
by last Elector, which in his reign was kepi in another 
quarttT of the city: this elegant pile of buildirtg, which 
now stripped of all its vaiwablc oinaments, was raised by 
’the Elector Clt nient Augustus in 1777> upon the same 
&ite/)o . vb. no less than four pfeceding palaces had fal- 
len victims VO tire flames: there is a beautiful walk under 
a quadruple row of lime trees, which leads to a small 
country palace; this^walk forms the fashionable parao(e 
of the city, and was graced by a number of beautiful ano^ 
elegantly dressed ladies. Some very pleasant Frepch 
ofliers, with whom I was walking ih this place, expreased^ 
their supprise^M seeing an Englishman amongst, them^ 
was obli^d to find refqge again in my American 
ad^tiod. s<u * * ' 

Through a beaut;wul and romantic country, by a short 
walk a little beyffid Gruizbefg, towards thC south, is tbd 
picturesque hill of Godesberg, or GodshiU, so* caHed fro«s^ 
a sanative m^eral spring ftfWing close 10 it, 
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contains 6xed air, ironj magnesia, and saltj the last Eleo 
tor who never ounmiUed any thing whicli could add to the 
comfort and hap^j^iness of biiL people, erected an assembly 
and other rooms, and also , pleasure gardens for racreatioiii 
close tJo'^the J»pring, and by some very wise regulations, en- 
couraged the building of lodging houses* Atj^this place, many 
of the unhtipj^y French emigrants, after tlie revolution, found 
a little re‘[iet from the miserable recollections of their faU 
len iortunes and altered TFate; the court of the prince bishop 
was remarkable for the elegancy, hospitality, and refinea 
freedom which reigned thrpu^oUt it, aud in return in 
every visitor he beheld a friend- Th^ influence. of this 
scene of courtly felicity uppn ^the manners df the people 
had not as yet subsided. A peciMiar air of retiuement 
distinguislied the deportment of the inhabitants: after an 
exguibite ramble, I returned through the square, a spacious 
irregular area, where French troops quartered in the 
place were exercising, itnd where a very ancient Gothic 
town-house stands, to supper my hotel, at the table d’liote 
of which * I again smarted^ tor the temerity of uespass- 
iijg upon this delightful spot. During our repast, whK'h 
aboanded with a great 'variety of choice and excellent 
dishes,, and which was attended by many French^oflicers, a 
German lady who sat op])osile to me, alw^ay^ addressed and 
alluded to me by the perilous name of “ Alonsicar Anglois,* 
which excited some considerable attention amongst the 
company towards me ; at last a French ofticcr whose phy-» 
siognotny did not present the most pleasing coll ectio]^ of 
features, rose up, eyed me all over, and went oflT?i ex- 
pected nothing less than being obliged to take shelter 
once more under my American alliance, but after waiting 
in the room an hour, I saw nothing more ^1 
to bed. V\ liilst a cru^l and savage stateTof ho^lity 
between man and man thus enibariassed the progress of 
a. travel ier, whose only object was to contemplate the oeaa- 
tiful face of nature, never did the* divine object of his 
pursuit appear more arrayed in the smiles of peace and 
lovShness* The goveftiuient of Bonn, as well as Cologne, 
and ail the other cities on the left bank of the Rhine is 
vesti^d HI a governor appointed by Napoleol?, and .s 
mditiiiy. Under a clear tmd cloucKe^j sky I bade adieu 
*0 iluin W'itii great leludta-ncc, and embarked on board 
pf the puftsage-boat bou. d to Cussel. we pns ed the 
iofty«towcrs of Piittersdoilf, on our right the libine up-* 
folifeci'iuejf ip all lU glor^ Ou our Icit the seven inoutt- 
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t 4 uus (Sieb(i:i\ Geburge; '4^ttlled the Drakenfol'?, WolJcetH 
tmurg UolandsekkeA ^lUiucnburgh, Nouuc^islrouibtfrg^ 
Moke (X^hlbey^ and H&iueriok^ aro^e^ with uncornmoa 
grandeur, crowned with TOnvent^ and the veneiablc ruirit; 
oF castles* In dibUint many a Oeiman ba1r<^5U bold 

resided in rude dignity witft ius martial loUowcis, upon 
the summit uf moftmaius, from whence' they waged 

war ngamU eacl) other, and many of their u of an* 

tiquity are the w oik of \ a1eu$ijfniuli in the I’ourlh centinv, 
who overthrew the Get'^nans^ and who fell a .victim to 
bis inordinary pasiiiail^ Jur when the Qn^di sent ro 
him to make a peace^ \he appearance of some of 

the ambassadors so cnnkg<|^ anger 

burst ail ailery. ^ V * ' 

Draekenlels has infimtely the adva»,ntage of situation ; 
it rises perpendicularly from, the rivei*^ to a •sinpchdous 
height, crowned with the rooflei^^ remains uf an ancient cas- 
tle, blown with antujinty; nudw^y^tt is covered with luxu- 
riant vines, whilst all abovp i^ fed and grey rock. The 
other mountains, wlueh lecedc^ioa great distaoce, appeal- 
tnl to be clothed with the cluate^'ing grape, on the oppo- 
site side the vineyards, sloping ^close to the wnier's edge, 
extended as far as the eye could reach. 

As we advanced, a beautiful island iu the ceniiv of 
the liver, covered ’with poplars, walnut trei^s imd elms, 
fioin the bosom of wldch arose the roof and belfry of the 
mouasteiy of Noncu VVerth, or w’orthy Nuns ioimed 
the^back scene: the bosom of the river was enlivened w ith 
the pcasanis of the neighbourhood movcing in boe'tis work^ 
ed and stecicd with paddles, and the banks of the X’Vcnch 
tenitory with gioups gf French soldiers bathing, and sing- 
ing ^b^rj;.ational songs. 

As we paired the monastery tlie matin belh rung, and 
gave a romantic intiest to the scene; this pious seeiusioa 
IS included in the Fiench line of sovereignty, and was 
A:ondemncd by Buoifaparte to change its owneis atid its* 
natuie for ever; hut at the carncHt intercession of the 
l£mpress Josephine, he consented io suffer tlie ^-i'^teilfood 
to enjoy it during their lives, afier which it will devolve 
,tp>i»e empif^. Wliercver power could effect and. policy 
justify the measure, Buonaparte has displayed his cic*cidea 
hostiiity to monastic establisluiients of every dcsciiptiv^u ; 
*be isionsiders tl^p as so many sinks of sloth, iu vihicb ttU 
Xhk hpble prin^les and purposes of life become sta^haut. 
I# Faifts tafitly one convert* th<(,t of the Blue iSuns, is per- 
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to remain. The numerous convents whioh adorn 
the French side of the !|lhine with the most picturesque 
appearance, life <ftthcr converted into fabrics, or suffered 
to luiilQ dilapidation: the tiver ftonl its meanderings, is 
land lobked all the way^ every torniug of which surprised 
and captivated me with spme new beairty. Here, b^^hind a 
line of walnut, lime, aiid bee^ch trees, tust skit ting the mar- 
gin of the river, a stupendous pyramidal cliff appears, with 
every projection upon which the cultivator coUld lodge a 
layer of vegetable mold, sfipportii^ a little growth of vine ; 
there, mountains of vineyards^ relieved by mouldering 
castles, and convents using from misses of rock shooting 
forward‘5, or piercing the sky from tlieir pointed pinnacles, 
arrest the atieiitioti. Someiunes a tc^rrent briglrfcns before 
the beliolder, and distantly roars iiporf the eai ; at others 
the naked Sed (^t mie appears, or a rude gap through which 
the eye penetiaies into I’anges of other vixie-clad mountains, 
variegated with majestic hrins, is seen. At the base of the 
hills on the sides of the river ptnnerous towers and villages 
constantly appear, deferidccj by walls and turret?, 

adorned with veneiable churclui'* brown with age, sur- 
mounted with lofty spires, every^ where inviting the reflec- 
tion of the moralist, the investigation of the antiejuary, the 
song of the poet, and the pencil of the painter/ 

ANDERNACH, 

Almost all the immense mass of mountains which extend 
from Bonn to Andemach, is composed of the b asalt 
slate ; the former has a more artificial appeal an ce^hmal^ 
most any other mineral production. In no foim can it puz*^ 
zlc the philosopher more than at the Giant’s Causeway, in 
Irelaitd, where U assumes a columnar sbape ^hich has 
every lappeara nee of having been chisscled b)^ 'JIuTlUlJd^f a 
skilful mason, and of haying been regular granite cooling 
^fter ft^ipn, and formed into regular* masses by ci ystalllza- 
tibnV Imthe small cavities of these ^nountains the maiiins 
and swallbWs find refuge, and in a comfortable state of tor- 
prdilypass through ihfe cold and chcetless weather of viii- 
ter* The children of the peasantry amuse ihcmsehes in 
disfcoveping their retreats, at an apparent dRposure of their 
o^n hvest 

In an amplptheatre of ‘vast dusky basalt mountains, the 
Aombre gates, towers and pinnacles of Andemach appear- 
lid f i|l consequence of the river making a long sweep, I 
landed with au intention qf rejoining the boat vilfoee 

CAUR,] T 
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Horned by tfee slipper ; a more solemn scent of gloom anil 
grandeur, J never contemplated^: the ruins of this tovirn to- 
wards Cobhntz are of great; antiquity. 'I’he inhabitants in- 
sist upon it, that the refoaina t>f the Emperor Valentine are 
deposited in one of their churches, and that Julius 4Jcesar 
when be so vit*toriously fought against the Suabians, passed 
over the Rhine at this spot, wUerd Drusus, the general of 
Augustus, built one of those fifty castles which a^e erected 
on the banks of the Rhine : but th^ French, who narro\ilv 
investigated every part of the river which ihcir victorious 
arms enabled them to visit, with great acuteness, and with 
the assistance of history^ believe that this celebrated landinir 
was effected a little higher up the river, a short distance 
from Engers, at a place, called tlic White Tower (der W'eib^e 
Tburm), the venerable front of which 1 ^avv as 1 aftcM uarcl- 
advanced on our right, in the centre of a sijddcn recess ot 
the river, where it has the appearance of having served th*, 
united purposes of a castle and a watch*to\ver ; at its base 
is a considerable village, which formerly belonged to the 
Elector of Treves: this s'^uation is from a combination of 
local advantages, peeuliavVy favbrable to the completion of 
such a passage, and in confirmation of the opinion, a great 
number of Roman antiquities have been found there, Gene- 
r,al Hoche; at the head of an idimense army, aided by the 
obscurity of the nighty crossed the Rhine at this place in 
1797, and astonished the imperial troops the next morning 
by their presence. 

This was the last exploit of that general. Near this tower 
therbfcC^* deposited lua remains, over wliicli a mausoleum 
has been erected. This young commander died of an en- 
largement of the heart at Wetzlar. His funeral vwis con- 
ducted with uncommon military pomp. The procession 
moved ’v!.*. place wh^re be died, across the Rhine to 
the WhiTfee Tofrer, amidst the discharge of cannon, which 
were firea every quarter of an hour. 

The trade of the Rhine is here very ftourishing, for ex^ 
elusive of the neighbouring vineyards which produce tinp 
wines, and the basalts of the adjoining mountains used for 
building and paving, this city derives considerable wealth 
from the lapis t7>phaceus or tuf stone, the harder sort of 
excellent mill-^nesf vast qiiantitiejs are ship- 
ped for Holland, to or repair its dykes wdlh, and 

the more friable is bmlding, whilst its powdpr 

mixed with lime forms^e hardest and most durably cc** 
IsjiW the cabj tj^^ several ^trcck-sch uy ts in UoUknd 
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covered wkli.il, which were perfectly ifhperfiotiS to th€* 
rain: the Germans also use it to floor their honses with; 
This stone is consj<h;red tor be a species of the potflice-stone^ 
or imperfect lava, and of v.olt%nic production. 

On^ie banks leading to this city J I saw part of otte of 
those ama;^tng floats of timbey Which are formed of lesfe^r 
ones, conveyed to this oitv fi>om the forests adjoining fhts 
Kliine, tfie Moselle, the Maine, &c. ; these floats are at- 
tached to each other, a^d form a platform generally ef the* 
enormwis dimensions of eight hundred feet in length, ahd 
one hundred and sixty hi bteadtlf, upon which a little yil* 
Jago con tailing about eighty wodde^ hnutes is erected fojp 
the accommodation of those who are interested in, and as»^ 
sist in navigating this stupenddjUB raft, frequently amount- 
ing to seven and eight hundred persdns^ men, women, and 
children ; Ijesides tllese buildings, there are stalls for cattle, 
slaughtering hduces, and inaga;zines for provisions : thd 
float is prevented from striking against the shores, wherd 
the turnings are abrupt, by the application of thirty or forty 
anchors, which, with the necessary cables, are conveyed icL 
fourteen or fifteen boats which piecede it, and its course is 
safely directed by German and Patch pilots, who .?tre hired 
for tne purpose. 

After great rains, when the current is rapid, th« whole il 
entrusted to its propelling force, otherwise'sevcral hundred 
persons are employed in rowing, who move their ^ars at a 
given word of command. The whole of these wonderful 
moving masses is under the entire direction of a govethof 
or supcrinienrlant, and several officers under hixn^Sjyirffr 
times they are months in performing their voyage, in cOn** 
sequence of the winter being tow, in which case they are 
obliged to wait till the river is sw^elfed by the rains. In this 
manner they float froth the high to the 
upon their arrival at the place of destiriation,*the whole is 
broken up, and finds a ready markt't. About twelve of jtheni 
annually arrive at Dort, in Holland, jn the months of jjuly 
and August, where these German timber-merchants having 
converted their floats^into good Dutch ducats, return to 
their own country witlT their families, to enjoy the prpducp 
of their labour and enterpris^e. • 

The clergy ^nd monks in Andernach used to be, to^sfe,. 
a good-humoured liotncly, expression of a late illustrious 
statesman, upon an * application made to him for a place 
under his administration, as thick as five in a bed bd- 
lide sjtx vicai'B belonging to a large parish church, thcrfe 

•Tg 
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wcfc no less than five crouded convents, and the popula- 
tion did not exceed four thousand souls: the convents are 
now converted into garrisons for French soldiers, and store-- 
houses for tiadesineu. After, viewin^t the' city, J set off on 
the road to Coblputz, with a view of meeting the h,oat at 
the place appointed, and after walking jrbout two ifi'iles, I 
lost all traces of the' river ; hbwever, observing about three 

? )arts of a mile the tops of a fmig .semicircular line of pop- 
ars, I concluded the river flowed by them, and I accojd- 
inely endeavoured to penetrate to ftie bank through a large 
willow wood, in which ^ soon lost myself. At last, how- 
ever, I succeeded in fortiing a way into a little footpath, 
in pursuing which f Suddenly came upon a Frenchman, 
poorly cloathcd ip green, tvith a book in Ins hand ; he 
courteously addressed tne, remarked tliat J looked rather 
■warm, .and conducted me to a recoss if. the wood, close to 
the water, where there was a bed of straw anfl a gun: at 
first 1 regarded liim os a robber, but he soon gave me to 
understand that he was a link in a vast chain, composed of 
forty thousand soldiers, plaged in this sort of ambuscade at 
the distance of a gun shot fro,m each other, by the orders 
pf the government of Fraqce, to guard the left bank of the 
llhine from smugglers ; and that to prevent contraband 
practices, no boat is suflered to pas.s ciibci up or down the 
fiver alter sunset, without being fired upon ; t|iat they aie 
always cloathed in 'a sombre dress, to pievent observation, 
and are conce^iled in this raantier wherever tlip sideg, of the 
river will admit of it. Upon my informing him that I had 
j^troy way and tpy boat, he politely assiiicd me that it 
}iad*1ff0c yet ascended the river, and’ hailed a little punt 
passing by, which enabled me to legain the vessel, thep 
very fortunately ^ust approaching. Jsotwitljstaiiding llie 
vigifancpjrif the French police, the rafts 1 have desciibed 
carf^on a cbnsidei able contraband trade in the Khine iq 
wines and Seltzer water. 

Opposite to the spot where lliis occurrence toojc place, at 
the bottom of a rang'i^ of hills, is the delightful town and 

f ialace pf Neuwied, built of white stone, at one end of the 
ine of poplars which I have menfioned, and almost the 
only town 1 saw without wal|s or any sort of foriificatiop 
Dj^ie Khine.*-’ Nothing could e.vceed the air of liappiness 
imd prosperity which seemed to reign in this delectable 
little capital, which looked perfectly fresh and new, the 
prince of which receives, because he deserves, the affections 
of. bis subjects ; cVery one on board, with great vivacity. 
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spoke of the toleration^ the libeiTil cxtensiotl of the rights 
of Giti^enship lo foreigners, aud tiie public spirit of iu 
>julcr. The place is enriched by several flourishing iron 
works, steel, paptr/ and cot%)n manufactures (the latter, 
the fksLintroduced into Germany)*, printing, watch, and 
ingenious cabinet- making. Before the last war, in the 
forges and founcleries, apd d^erent fabrics, not less tljan 
four thousand persons were employed, and tliei/ circulation 
at a fair Uts been knovni to amount to forty or fifty thou- 
sand florins. There is an establishment of Moravian bre- 
thren hero more numerous ihnn^thai at Zeyst. The last 
and the prekml wars have of fj<?urje considerably reduced 
the number of workmen, by forcing^ iminy of them into the 
army ; hut, notwithstanding, tliere is no town on the 
^Khine in a more enviable cenujition? for every thing which 
can impart content^and folicily to n»an. It was a curions 
and highlj^ int^Sresting circumstance to see in Neuvvied and 
Andernach, almost opposite to each other, the most mo- 
dern and the most ancient city on the Khine, The price 
of freight upon the Rhine is rather high : before the French 
united together so many BCtty sovereigntie| it was much 
higher, owing to the number of tolls which were paid to 
eoch^; previous to tliat event there were no less than twelve 
tolls :to discharge between Cologiie and Amsterrhim. 

We had a very good tabic d’hote on boirrd, at a moderate 
price, abundance of Khine crabs, exVcHciit grapes, and a 
variety of other fruits, which, as well as the most delicious 
bread 1 ever tasted, vve purchased at tiie different to whs 
where wc stopped. 1 i)ud the comfort of iieing atieudcjj^y 
an intelligent, animated fellow, who had been ITTIfTicser- 
vjee of the iininortal Nelson^ on board of one of the ship^ 
which he commanded, and afterwards with the English 
tumy in Egypt, who offered his services 021 boat 

at a very reasonable rate. T he richness, novelty,^/??! uo-t- 
jK?sty oi* the scenery, kept me constautlv on the roof id the 
cabin, from the early hour of starting till the hour of nine 
at night, when, for the reason staled, we always stop[)ed 
at some town or village till morning, . In these stoppages 
we entirely depend Uj)on the variulrle velocity of the cur- 
rent, not to say a word of the caprice of our skipper, or 
tfife influence which the residence of any ptfi ticular fa yntirite 
or friend might have upon him ; the consefiuence of whicii 
was, that we arrived at f)laccs to sup and sleep wlicre we 
were not expected, and of course our j)alience was put to a 
but nevTr to considerable trial. \V itliiiy- three or 
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four miles of CbWeatz, on our right in asoonninc; tl>o river^ 
tare passed a pyramidical matfsoleom, erertod to the me* 
mory of the Trench nneral Marceau, cli^Jtinf/uishrJ- 
himself at the battle oFMonsland Savenai, and dirti of the 
wounds which he received at the baltK* of Altenk^Hrhea 
in 1796. . . I 

At Bendorf, a romantic village on oiirh fi, upon a branch 
of the river^, a lernble battle was fouuht between the 
Trench army, coinmandcd by G<VH*raJ |!oche,» and the 
Austrians, ip-itcr the former had eUt'Otef! the passage ( have 
before mentioned, from iiiir white tower, which, after a 
tremendous slaughter <^n Ubth sides, tenninated in the re* 
treat of the inipeiial lioops. In tin ^ battle an o\rraoidi- 
nary instance of prow css and cnthtidu'^m occurred, which h 
said to have decided the fate of the di<v: the French had 
frequently attacked an Auatnnn ndo'ifhf the p^session of 
which was of gn*at consequence to tin in, aiVtJ had as often 
been rcpiibed with great ca mac; c • at last n Frfmcli general 
rode up to the grenadiers commanded hy ( aptain (iron , 
and exclaimed, “ Soidicis, swear to me that you will mtike 
yourselves masters of that redoubt r'' We swear,"’ re- 
plied Gros, holding up his hand, and his soldiers doing the 
, same: they returned to the attack wntli redoubled Airy, 
and ihc hiw'oc became dreadful : the French troops wer<‘ 
upon the point of'again giving way, wdien their leader had 
bis riglit arm ernshejcTb}’ a grape shot, upon which, with a 
,smile of triumph, he grasped his sabre with hii> left, rallied 
his men and carried the redoubt. As we turned a consi- 
de??ii44ii^€nndcr of the river by Ncuciuloiir, one of the 
grandest spcctablcs I almost ever contemplated opened 
upon me: the mighty rock cTf Ehrenbreitstein, formerly 
called the (»ibraltar of the liliinc, witli its dismantled 
]);utei^%r^W<«k.»‘Mined castles, lose nilh a\Yrul and unex- 
ampled majestj on the south; at its base was llie palace 
tormeily belonging to the Elector of ’rr(*vcs, and the towni* 
hearing the name of thjs wonderful fortification ; and iin- 
jnediately opposite to it, as we advanced a little farther, 
the beautiful city of Coblent;: appeared. Here we were 
obliged to be separated from our horse, on account of the 
Moselle, which discharges iuelf into the Rhine at thifi 
- ul 9 r.t a^e mouth of which we crossed by the assistance of 
our boatmans’ pplcs. Over this rjver there is a handsome 
;,tone bridge of*many arches, and formerly there w^as 
bridge of hibats from this city to Ehrenbreitstein, which 
has beeil’PtOiititJdiciouriy removed, and succeeded by one ‘ 
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of die flying bridges before described, by which a more 
<i:unvenieut coiiuriiuucatioii is ke^t completely open, and 
the navigation is Hot impededi Coblentz is a ve.y ancient 
; Jt .was the ^eat of the Romart emperors, and of the 
kings « tlie Franks, .and a favourite rcsidedce of the arch- 
bishops and electors of Trevel, who, in ancient times of 
broil and peril, resided iu tiic castle which crowns the mar' 
jcsiic ruck*/)pposile to the citv^ lieforc the French revolu- 
tion there were tlirec pa .sh churches, two colleges, a 
church belonging to the Jesuit?, /aur convents of monks, 
douiinicaus, carmeiites, fraiiciso^ans^ and capuchins, and 
three nunneries. At that period the population of the in^ 
habitants, of the garrison, and. the vale of Ehrenbreitstein, 
was calculated at 1 souls; at pif/sent it is not {jupposed 

to exceed nine th()ii/:Jid. The city has ina^iy good and 
some handf^t)nie«bull(hiigs^ and is further recorninended by 
its suj)plies of excellent mines, pit-coal, wood, and lime^ 
Its best square is ihe ( iemenstadt; there are several hand- 
some hotels, of which iIjo aiicii^ni hotel, the vast rock whicii 
formerly protected it, and ily antiquity of its buildings, cast 
a gloomy grandeur over the whole place, which never ex- 
hibited so mueli gaiety as In the winter of 1791> when the 
French princes and their followers were nobly eytertained 
and protected here by the Elector, before fliey marched to 
ClKonpague, to experience those disifsters wbicb finally 
confirmed the overthrow of their devoted house, 

COBLEXTZ. 

Coblentz derives its name by not a little meand^F^oF ety* 
iTiology, from the confluence of the Rhine arid the Moselle 
ft its base* i\uso<dus, one of the most celebrated of the 
Latin poets of the fourth century, w^ote jSv'?...b«jndred 
terses in corn memo ration of this river, whicli, compared 
with the majesty of the river into which it rolls and is 
lost, is scarcely woriliy of such an honour: the view from its 
banks is also in an equal degree of comparative inferiority, 
and by the unceasing agitation of its confluence, it has the 
reputation of having •alarmed the tender nerves oi the 
river-fish, of which the inhabitants of tbij^city are not so 
Well supplied a$ the neighbouring towns* 

One of the most beautiful objects in this place is the' 
new palace# built to the ^outh of the city, close to riie 
RJiiae, by that spkndid and amiable princ;e, the Elector 
Clewnt Vencelas; it is of brick stuccoed, to resemble 
fitQue# has a noble Io|UC portico, and including its wings,^ 
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cxtefids one hundred and eighty yards, A further dcscnp-^ 
tion <#' its exterior, as 1 have made a drawing of it, and' 
moreover as it is now eonverUd into an hospital, were nsc*-» 
less. Its grand stair* case, its apartments consisiTwg/K)f a 
chapel, an audienee-liall, co^ntert-room, iihrar\', cfihinet, 
dining-room, besides an inun(Misc lainiibcr of other rooms, 
excited the admiration of every visitor, by tlieif magnitude, 
magnificence, or elegance. Its furijitufe, its inaiiiie-picccs, 
its tapestry, and inlaid floors, all colresnonded in taste and 
spleiuior with the rest of Kie building; now not a vestiage 
of its conseqlience o\ cfSginal destination remains, but 
what its walls displayed. Most of the windows are broken,! 
Muffed witli hay, or further disfigured by having linen 
hanging out to dry froVn them ; the area before the grand 
front, which was formed into an elegant promenade, is now 
broken, and its graceful plantation totally •destroyed. A 
little way’ fnrllier to the southward, on the oppi site side, 
under the impending rocks of Ehrenhreitstein, is the old 
palace, a sortibre building, wvhich the Elector Cjement 
quitted almost entirely on account cf its g!ooin> and the 
humidity of its situation. 

The Elector of Treves excited the indignation of tlie 
Efendi aguinst him very early in the French revolution, 
by encouraging The expatriated French princes to reside 
and hold their counter-revolutionary councils at Coblenlz. 
In September, I7!J4, General Jourdan, wiili his accustomed 
energy, compelled the Austrians to retreat to llervc, and 
to Aix la Chapelle, w’hcn, supported by the 
xnainbody of the army, the French attacked all thecnemy*5 
'posts from Kurem(mde to JuHcrs : at this eventful period, 
Cieneial dHttirfayt having occupied a strong position upon 
the tlie French foj* some time, but iheir 

ardor and nifmbers at letigih compelled the Austrians to 
retire into Germany, leaving beliiud them ten thousand of 
their comradt s^ killed gir taken prisoners, in the short space 
of three days ; and soon afterwards a detachment of the 
French army, under th<^ command of General Moreau, en» 
tered Cobletitz as victors, Cologne 6eing already in their 
possession, and^Mainz, or Mayeriee, the only city in the 
peuttassion of the allies on the left bank of the Rhine. 

1 was informed by some French ofricers who were in the 
boat with me, that the so(*iety in Cohlentz w'iis very ele- 
gant; that of families lived in splendor; and' 

also, thaC Rdb^paiie Imd continued with some modiflea-^ 
Ijons, <he eollcg^.s, and most <sf the public institutions^ 

(i 
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wliich the Electors of Treves had at varioii$ times estab- 
lished in that city. The vast and celebrated mona^ry^ 
called in Gerniar? Karthatis> fr La Chaureuse> situaMf bti 
abigktttotintain, ijx the neigh boui hood to thf west of Cpb- 
lentz, riNofn which the countries of Treves, Mayence, Cologttj^ 
Darmstadt^ d'Anspach, 9pd Wied, may be seen, ‘is conr^ 
verted into M observatory, asla a place of very agreeable 
recreation. 


£Ha£NBlt£lT$]:EIK« 

Upon roy return, in deseendwg the Rhine, I had an op- 
portunity of more closely seeiijg Eljeenbifeitstcin, which I 
waa enabled to do froth the loilo^ldg circumstance : the 
Rhine schuyt was uncommonly erosvded, and late in the 
evening we arrived At a hamlet on the light bank of the 
river to slet^p ; die house in which we were to pass the night 
was not able to furnish beds more than baiely sutheient ibr 
the ladies on hoaid, which at once determined a Fiench 
officer, one c\ the party, who h«td not placed l^is head upem 
u pillow for three preceding nights, and who v/as a wretch- 
ed invalid, apparently in the laa stage of a decline^ to 
hunt imoiigst tlie cottagers for a fidler, to whose miserable 
sounds this epitome of bis nation, with several biber officers 
and petty German merchants, danced till vhe dawn of day,' 
po$ir passer le iems^ and the boat was ready to nroceed* 
iHaving found by moon-light a nook in a peasant's nest, in 
the most romantic situation under heaven, I lay down, and 
never awoke till an hour after the boat had departed,yi(iif 
whi<.h dilemma I was obliged to hire a punt with^w» 'pad- 
dles, and by the assistance of a couple of sturdy peasants 
ovmrtoulE the passage-boat, which lay off Ci>hlent 2 , during 
which I visited Ehreubreitsteiu. At base there is a 
pretty town and an exceflent hotel ; opposit^jto tlie palace 
i»^ walk of limes, close to which was moored the electoral 
stiite yacht, or barge, in shape and size lesembling our 
Lord Mayors, but not quite so gaudT. Th« ascent to this 
stupendous rock, which is eight hundred feet in a peipcu- 
dicnlar line above the* level of the river, is by a very nai- 
tow, and winding path : the noble fortification on 

its sides, and the castles, arsenals, barraclffe, and batt ened 
upon its iummit, from whence the eye can behold^tflf^ 
manotams of Lc^raine, the tnCandecs of tiie Rbinci and 
ibw comltries through which it flows to a vast distance# and 
•rotl which the beholder might almost think he cotild step 
Inlio the clouda, are ull roofless and dismantled* The cuadei 

CARR.] V 
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was erected by the order of the Prince Bishop Tlerman 
HilUo US, in the 12th century, upon the ruiiib of an ancient 
UoiMn building. i, ' 

In the centre of the square, or parade upon the. was 
formerly mounted the celebrated cannon, called tni‘ (irif- 
fon/* at) well known to the Ciermsyit, as that called Qiu en 
Anne's pocket-piece” is to the English. The former merits 
the national pride which it has excited. It was cast at 
Frankfort by order of the Elector, Richard Giciftnklau, 
weighed thiity thousand ^pounds, and was capable of piu- 
jecting a ball of one |iun«ired and eighty pounds, to a dis- 
tance of sixteen miles. Close to the louch^^hole there was 
the following inscription : Vogel Grief heis icli, meinem 
gnadigen herrn von Tlier dien ich, wo or mich heist gew an- 
ten, da will ich Thoren und inauren'^erspahen. Siriiou 
gos micli, 1528.” In English — GrilFon ms ii*j v nanu , 1 
serve my gracious master of Treves, 1 shatter gat^s and 
w’alls, wdienever he commands me to exert my force, bimon 
oast me, 152S.” This rock »'as supplied willi water from a 
well 280 feet deep, w'hich occypied three \ears in digging, 
in the year 1481, and has a subterranean coiuinunicatiou 
with Coblentz, dug out of the-solid rock: the fortress was 
justly deejnecl, when properly garrisoned, impregnable. Jn 
the time of tbe-Gwedish war, the attacks of eighty thousand 
French troops on the southern side of it, and of foiiy thou- 
sand on the northein, could make no impression upon it: 
however, still maintaining its invulnerable ciiaracter, it was 
iS^^^tined to bend to a foe, before which all advantage 
is usETWSf, and all eiiterprize unavailing : after bravely sus- 
taining a blockade for a whole year, by the troops of the 
French republic, the garrison having endured with the 
greatest, fort itude almost every description of privation and 
misery, were^ obliged to surrender to fainimy and capitu- 
lated on the 28th January, 1798: soon after w'hich the 
French covered this mighty rock with the ruins of those 
ivonderful fordfieations, w’hich had employed the skill of 
the ablest engineer to complete, and which, but for the 
want of food, would have defied tht/ force of her assailing 
enemy to the end of time. The thal, or valley below, ib 
justjy <ielebrateS for its fertility and romantic beauty. 

“ Soon «yfcr our departure from Coblciuz, we passed the 
island m^ewerth ; and a little further on, on our lcft>the 
disetXilSK^mcDt of the river JUahn, which flows between 
two |U^Mpt and picturesque towns, called the Upper imA 
where the Hhine forms a consideruliiei 
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curve, nnd expands into the resemblance of a plat!fid lake, 
•adorned with two vast mountains, one crowned with a 
hoary watch-tower, and the iJase of the other half encircled 
by Jl^vWlage, anch the whole iidorned by the captivating 
Combinations of forest scenery, rich meadows, and hang- 
ing vineyards and orcliacds, jjmidst which, lia If embosomed 
in their tulhige, tlic peasanfs peaceful dwelling every now 
and then* gladdening tjie eye. This lovely view was soon 
excbijiiged for one of gloomy magnificence ; before we 
reached Boppart, we entered a nfelancholy defile of barren 
and rugged rucks, rising perpend ici^larly from the river to 
an immense height, and throwing a shade and horror over 
the whole scene: here all was silent, and no traces of man 
'were to he found hut in a few dis[)erscd fishermens' huts, 
and criicitixes. IVar and superstition, when :he day has 
gone down, aitd the stars are few," have long filled every 
cave with banditti, and every solitary recess with appari- 
tions. 

in the course of my passage! I fref{Uently, ^len the boat 
came very near the land, sprung on sliore with tw'o or three 
other passengers, and varied the scene by walking along 
tlie banks for a mile or two, and during these excursions 
had frequently an opportunity of admiring^ the a^-tonishing 
activity and genius of the Ihench, who nave, since they 
became masters of the left bank of^ the Rhine, nearly 
finished one of the finest roads in the world, extending 
from Mayence to Cologne, in the course of which thty 
have cut through many rocks impending over 1^5^ rit^, 
and triumphed over the most formidable obstacles Nature 
could present to the achieveutt?nt of so wonderful a design. 
I'his magnificent undertaking, worthy of Rome in the most 
shining periods of her hi^jrory, was execuicdjiy thv. Jhench 
troops, who, under the direction of able cngiilcers, prefer- 
red leaving these monuments of indefatigable toil and ele- 
vated enterprize, to passing their tinu*, during the cessation 
of arms, in towns and barracks, in a state of indolence and 
inutility. 

The sombre spires c)f Boppart, surrounded by its black 
wall and towers, presented a uielancholj^ appearance to 
the eye, relieved by the rich foliage of the trees jii its 
nity, and the mountains behind it irregularly intersected 
with terraces covered withVines to their very summits. The 
antiquity of this city is very great; it was one of the fifty 
places pf defence erected on the banks of the Kliine by 

• V 
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Drueus Germanicus^ and in the middle age* TPa« an impe^ 

rial city. , 

Not far fn in Boppart we saw, on the rjolit hank of ike 
river, a procession of nuns and friars returning to* ^on» 
vent, the belfry of which just, ix eped above a noble avenue 
of walnut-trees ; tliey were sj iging, anti their voices in- 
creased the solemn eflccl of the sut rounding scenery. e 
put up for the night at a tittle village, amid niounCains half 
covered with vineyards, tufted with forests, and chequered 
with convents and ruined Tastles. The evening was sionny, 
and a full moon occasibnalty brightened the scene. 

1 have before mentioned the ^cellent accommodations 
which I every where e^^perienced ar the diflerent towns w’e 
stopped at. Aiihough at the Iasi pla^^e where we slept 
there were not above three or four houses, and wp were not 
expec ted, we had an excellent supper, andVlean comfort- 
able beds. After our repast, as we weie drinking some ex- 
cellent hock^ many of the company present con munirated 
the object ofUheir voyage, And amongst the u &t an ele- 
gant young Frenchman, about nineteen, who had charmed 
us ail the way by his politeness and inexhaustible flow of 
spirits, told us, to my no little surprize, that the object of 
his excursion Wk<,udd not admit of his reluroing when he 
pleased, for he was pii his W'ay to join part of the Frencli 
army at Mayiiz, or IVlayeurc, as a conscript, for .vhtch lie 
had been drawn ; and as his father, who was a man of for- 
at Aix-la Cha[)clie, hut was very fond of his money, 
w^ld put himself to the expence of paying the substi- 
tution money for him, par cOnsequenceV' «4»id he, with a 
smile of good humour, ii me faut aiier en personne.” fie 
told ns that he had no hopes of raising himself from the 
ranks buT15y good conduct and equally good fortune, al- 
though bis uncle was a general in the service, and com- 
inaiided that part of the army into which he was soon to 
he incorporated. Wl^mever we slopped, be bestowed his 
money with liberality to beggars and chambermaids, al- 
ledging, that as he was about to be a soldier, he ought to 
live, when he became one, on a soldier’s pay, and that to 
ime more till promoted, ^’ould only make him itn- 

‘nffitfortablc ; adding, that on bis arrival head quarters, 
he should oifit^r h noble dinner, ,and give his clothes to the 
waiters, mid surrender himself up to the captain of his 
company. He neither blamed the cruelty of his father, 
the tyranny of the consciiption, nor repined at his unlucky 
fate^'^but filling a bumper, exflaimed^ Tout ce qu’i) me 
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frtnt ma'intenant, c’est, dc devenir bon soldat/^ All ihat 
1 have to do is tp make myself a good soldier,” 1 never 
saw a point more easily and comfortably settled in my life, 
Oiir^miiig conscript had the best wishes of us all, for his 
liappirtessr and speedy profiiotiou. This elastic spirit of vi- 
vacity seems to be the c\)mirjbn property of every FreneJ)- 
man, and never did it appear more striking than in the 
lolIovvmg*ci:c'unisiancct Upon an F'nglish surgeon some 
years since visiting an hospital at Pans, he saw in one of 
the wards three Frenchmen w hg^ had received some very 
? 5 evere eontusiotis by the fall of a scaffold a few days before, 
lying ill bed; upon approaching them he found one dead, 
auotiu'r flying, and the one in the nyddle sitting upright in 
the be d, lidflling to several invalids, who were dancing at 
the loot of jt as well us they W’cre able. 

After a refreshing sleep we were ealled, upon the first 
inmnalif)n of the day^s approach, and early in the morning 
anived at St. Goar, alter passing by the ancient gothic 
1('W(T of Wclmicli, the white and venerable palace of 
‘I hui nhurg, crowning the ^fountain behind it, and through 
inos' ceiicious and Voniantic scenery, every whcic profu^clv 
ombeiiished with the hoary remains of piety and war, under 
tlie various tints of progressive day. lu aj»inut? after the 
boat had stopped, all the passengers disappeared V' attend 
matins, if hcnig Sunday, and Jelt me to ga;:e in uEnasement 
upon the srupeudous rock of Rheinlels, or the rock of tlie. 
lihine, which rises most majestically behind the town, 
supports the remains of a vast fortress which bear<^cs name, 
and which tiie French demolished in the last war. This 
fortress uas next in strength to that of Ehreabn itstein ; it 
was in tin* year converted from a eoi'vent to a fortress, 
hy Count Dieiher )c Kioiie. Jn Jfiyc the Wessians, who 
were in possession of it, made.a gul Ian t. defence, In uded hy 
Colonel Goerz, against the French, who were ni supierior 
force under the command of the celebrated IMnu schal de 
Tallard, who w as compelled to give up the sit‘ge. In I lie 
last Wfir it experienced* a difiercni fate : the Fronu h troops 
took quiet possession of it, a»d though it ranked m^xt to 
Khrenbreitstcin in strength and advantage^ it partook not 
of the glory of a siinilar resistance. Ai the loot of inis'* 
enormous rock is ii large Wirruck lately built, but now de- 
serted. I'here was also a flying bridge here, but it has 
been removed. 

HOCK OF HHKTNPKLS. 

Ip ii bay of the river a litfle bclore we approached Ober- 
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wesel, there is a vast rock, which the passengers on the 
river never fail to address, for^the purpose^ of hearing their 
own voices very closely imitated by its echoes. Almost all 
the way from St. Goar to Oberwesel, w'e ^eve enviroufljli by 
eiformous dark rocks covered with shattered fragments, im- 
pending over and embrowniiij the face of the river with 
their awful shadows. The gloom of the scene was enliven- 
ed only by a tew fishermens* hutsr* here and there inter- 
spersed, protected from the intense heat of the sun retained 
by and reflected from theVocks rising above them, by the 
foliage ot‘ scanty grou|^s or trees. This melancholy defile 
prepared us for Oberwesel, a venerable city, filled with the 
solemnity of ancient churches and deserted convents, lii 
the time of the emperor Henry the Sev^’nth, this city was 
an imperial one; afterwards, and till the Frenel^ seized it, 
it was in the possession of the Elector of Treves. The 
church ot the Minorites had onre a fine copy of Rubens* 
Desepit lroR\ the Cross, by a disc iple of his, wh*eh upon 
enquiry J found had been removed. Kotliing can exceed 
the beauty of the situation of tliHs town ; the scenery to the 
soiith of it is luxuriant and romantic beyond imagination. 
Close to it, rising fF(nn an aventte of stately w alniiMrecs, 
is a prodigious^ti^ck, supporting the celebrated chateau de 
Schoenberg, which gave birth to the illustrious and aniient 
family of tlie name of Belmont, afterwards changed for the 
Gefman name of Schoenberg or Beaumont : this place and 
neighbourhood abound with slate quarries, imme- 
diately ttpposite, on the eastern bank, lofty mountains 
cloathed with hanging vineyards, and attended by the usual 
association of mural ruins perched upon their pinnacles, 
and of monastic buildings projecting from their sides, or 
rising from th4U base, presented their majestic forms to the 
Rhine. From Oberwesel we crossed over to Kaub, a for- 
tified town a liuie away further to the south. Previous to 
this we had kept, durmg the whole of the passage, on the 
left bank, in crossing the river we passed close to a large 
massy fortified tower, or fort, standir\g in the middle of the 
Rhine upon a rock, called the Pfalz or Palatinate. In dis- 
ta^ times the Countesses of the Palatinate, when tliey 
Wffc far advanced in that state which 

“ LJufies wibli ti> be who love their lords/* 

used to remove to this insulated spot of gloom for the pur- 
pose of lying-in ; afterwards it was used as a state prison, 
and a place to watch tbe .vessetfe ascending pr descending 



151 


THROUGH HOLLAND, &C. 

the Rhine, to*prevent their eluding the tolls ; it is now dis- 
used, but not likely very soon to run lo decay for want of 
inhabitants. Eiubusiastically^ as I admire the scenery of 
this the Rhine, I think I never saw a place where 

man orVv9man would less prefer to be coufund in, than the 
Philz. ^ .1 

At Kaiib, a very ancient but neat town, which stands at 
tile base of a lofty uioujitain, in a handsome inn close to 
the river, we tasted some delicious wine, the produce of 
the neighbouring vineyards, for which we paid about tea 
pence English the bottle : and wiff wciie regaled gratuiious/y 
with some of the finest grapes, which a pretty girl produced 
as naturally as pipes and tobacco are introduced in similar 
places in Holland. THie vineyards olTObci wesel, Kaub, and 
-Bacharach, and the tw'o lulls of Vogtsberg and Klihiberg 
near the lull city, which abound witli blue slate, produce a 
vine remarkable for it%, odour and muscadelle flavour, and 
form one of the distinguished vine divisions of this enchaiit- 
ing region. • 

Upon leaving Kaub w'e 4)rocceded through a scene of 
transcenclant licliness and beauty, where our ears were de- 
lighted with the solemn choruses of the inhabitants of the 
villages returning iu large crowded boats tiv in their 
churches, and the bells of the convents, *V?ljile the shores 
t»n either side were enlivened by the peasants in their sab*' 
bath dresses going to or returning from their respective 
places of worsliip. At length the hoary battlements 
Baeharach open upon us; part of this town slopes from liie 
vine-clad mountain behind it, and the remainder is close to 
the water. This town is also^very ancient, and as a proof 
of iis anticjuity, derives its name from Bai’chus, to vvliom 
tradition relates an altar was raised upon ^ rock in .the 
centre of tho Rhine, indeed we might liave supposed that 
he had beenVorshipped here’ in all the marvellous pomp 
ascribed to liis original adoration, lyid that his priestesses, 
by striking the earth with their thyrsi, had caused rivers ef 
milk and honey, and wine to flow. 

This insulated roek'was admirably adapted for bearing 
upon pne of its trees, if ever one gr<*vv upoy it, those little 
wooden or earthen images of Bacchus, whidi from the. 
smallness of their mouths were c.died Oscilla, and v^ere 
considered as so many walrli towers, from which tlie god 
might look after the vines, to prevent their n ceiviug injury. 
1 know of no situation whore he could have pcrforaiecl ius 
tutelar duties better than in»this very spot. 
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The vine here has been long celebrated for its excel-* 
lence; the Emperor Veiiceslas preferred four fuder of this 
wine (a fuder is equal to thri'e hundred ^nd sixty gallons) 
to ten thousand florins bilered to him by* the inbahi^^its of 
Nuremberg, to redeem their sequestered privilege ; and 
even Pope Pius the Second Cmported for his table a fuder 
of this wine annually. These' are illustrious authorities in 
favour of the Bacharach wine, but^the best is its.flavor» 

rronting the august ruins of the castle of Sannek, the 
Rhine presents the appoarunce of an ample lake, and the 
jpountains, which hivberlo were numerous and lofty, re- 
cede as we approached the pretty village of Drgeckshausen, 
n little beyond which the river expands, and forms a noble 
curve near Asmanshatisen, at the f<;^ot of a forest, cele- 
brjLted for the convent of AulenhauseVi, much frequented 
by devotees. Asmanshausen is known for vhe fane bieckef 
which it produces^ 

Nearly opposite to Ruppertsberg the navigation of the 
Rhine becoiiRs very much impeded, and rendered hazard- 
ous by some vast rocks whit h jjust raise their heads above 
the surface of the water, and which our boatmen informed 
us had frequently occasioned the loss of lives. Here the 
country again becomes rude and rocky, occasionally co- 
vered with forest oak, and profusely ornamented with 
dilapidated castles. ' 

A visible change in the scenery to which we had been 
Accustomed, commenced as we approached Bingen ; the 
Ehls retire farther from the banks of the river, more mo- 
dern towns, yet occasionaily chequered with the remains of 
^antiquity, attract the eye, tb^ tiecs of the forest succeed to 
the vines of the mountain, and in the room of stupenclou^i 
rocks, licii iii/iadows and corn l^elds present their novel 
charms* 

BlNOEKv 

. Bingen, which I visited upon my return, stands at the 
base of a lofty mountain, on the summit of which the an^ 
cient castle of Klopp is erected: the river JS-phe 
bogues itself by this city into the Rhine, over which there 
is a handsome ^one bridge, called DiusUs, from its having 
JtbMa reputation of having been constructed by Dtusus Ger-* 
manic us : this confluence of the two rivers ciiables Bingen 
l?o carry a considerable trade in Rhenish wines, snrain* and 
timber. 

,,, aUDESllEIM* 

Asnhe shades of evening descended, we passed Ehren- 

5 
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fcls^ and a li'tde before nine arrived at Riidesheim^ where 
wc supped at a very handsome hotel, and drank copiously 
of its wine, which is said to l|e superior to every other part 
of Rhiiigau. ^Very early in the morning 1 visited the 
reniai^^’af a very magniliccnt castle, which lias the appear- 
ance ol a Roman origin : this (Opinion is countenanced by 
th(? strong evidences of* tlic/sarnc cliaractcr which attach 
to ihe nnli(]uities to be ibuiul in towns within the tlhingau, 
'I'hc siuuilioii oF tliis august ruin, which is close to the river, 
is cominciTsurate to itsgrnidcurj iho town of Riidesheitu 
huge, clean, and chcerl'iil, u^tl ^\as Few of those fea- 
tures of awi'ul gloom which characterize several of the 
cities crj tl\e iowei* sidcss oF this river, wiiich here widens 
to a great h'aaidlli, and is dotted o'#er witli luxuriant little 
I'dand I pon •. .ah^ftng tliis town vve were more Frequentlv 
regarded ilnan^v. a had been before, by the obstructions 
which ti rracc- pax h eting int(* the river, and islands, offered 
to our rowing iiv^r. *, Vviu), witli the driver was Frequently 
Ixdly (!(’(■[) in the wluc^li oFren Forccrfodi»ur boatmen 

to tlie tcxiiui. > ap:,hcui'a)n <1 their pules. towns of 

I i(‘.iscnh(‘ini, “h. PartlruloinaV, and VVinlle, presented the 
;-;une spriglitlv * “‘d au'rc^able a'^'pecl as rtudesliciin. I Itave 
observed that ina.riv towns ii: the ithingan arc u! Komaii 
derivation in corroboraliou of which, mat names 
are inn|uestioruibly u) : as Wiiikel j/am Vinicella ^ Eltvil, 
from Alta V’ilb.i; aiul j.(ax:h,urus the Germans pronounce 
:t, Ivc-rrifke, From I .aureacum , 3cc, / 

Aiicr (piitling Uihb.'slieim, tiie n(d>lc priory of St. Johaj?^ 
Ticsberg, proutliy placed upon the sinnniit a vast 
mountain, sunxmnded witli iilaj^cs, hamlets, convents, 
minneric.;, and other stately bniiilings, and having a back 
ground of'di-tant hills covered wilh vine., commanded the 
admiration of aH on bofird. This priory ffi^s Founded ia 
I loci, bv li^thard, second arehbisliop of iVlaycnce, and 
h\ dcvaTtuliiig war of thirty years under G‘ustavus 
Adolphusl w{\s razed to the mound* The land wai after- 
wards the abbot of raid, who rebuilt it in its pre- 

s<M)t inod^^ style :in4 afterwards it was given to the late 
Rrinc^j ^ prnngx,* as an indemnity,, and now forms a part 
of the ricll territory of the Eriuce of Nasstu Usingen. In 
a <;;ive by cellar belonging to the priory, several thonsarrds 
. x)l hogsucans of the cht'wcest wines are kept. The red 
blcckef of Johan nesberg is celebrated all over the world^ 
and is die juice of the vineyard of the priory only ; but 
the produce of the^Rhingau is iroiu tne grape of 

CAHK.j X 
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Asmansliauscn^ Elirenfclfi, and Kiidrhijeirny nuu purilnh' 
larJy of soiiiy v^ry sinalt vineyards contignoiis to (liens 
Called liodtliindf IJauptber^y, and 1 f igtej hausen, whicti 
rank the highest; and in thlsela.'js nlao me includal (he 
numerous vincvimls on the steep liilh ni l)ineeri^)ii the 
oppos-jte shore.. The, s<’corui clu^s tMiil rac'es lliv,* vmjcs o/ 
Eotlienherg, rreisenheiin^ ;»i|d K'apcligarton. 'J’he third 
clas4i inclinles tlio grapes ot‘ JoamiO'sberg, and tlu^ Fid* 
disclie Sehlossht rg. I'ln* foiirllL, the vines of IJatlenheiin. 
and Marker Ihunncr. Tlu‘ hflli, (hose of the cloister ot 
Eberbach. Sixthly, tliu^e of Kitteri('li and (irafenberg: 
and llic scveiitli, tlidst' id' Kanentluil, and the hills and 
spots, adjacent. All these classes aie inclnded iu the di.-*- 
trict of the Rhingau, 

The celebrated lioclc, is the of tli'' vineyards of 

Hock-heim^ or lligh-lnniK* above Mayeiici ; V» ‘he <'a.>L- 
ward. Of the grape, ifnU callcil tlw‘ Keislin-e, the longest 
hnowii to these regions, ranks the highest ; the Orleans 
grape^ the.^oraiige or red Ijiirguiuly, atui the Liunhert. 
occtipy the lU.xc plai e in life pnhiie e>tiination ; iind the 
iVIii-scadelle and Klcimb'Tg 'whK.h are hccjucntly eullivatcil 
in private gardens, the third. 

We still continued our course on tl'.e lol’r bank of tlie 
‘Rhine, and p^^sed by many' beantifni viliaaes, and lie.: 
handsocue town of Ilaheiiheim, Erbaeh, E!fe]d,^^Sti'in- 
lieiinerhof, ISieder or Lov\er U aliauf, wlnno antient 
churches and convents an* in tens [Hr sod anionost many 
i^pndsonic modern houses. We rc^iehc il N iedi r \Va! lani, 
the lastJ,(Jtvn of the Rliingau to the east, and afiervvartl- 
Schierstein, a pretty loun where, a> our progrc’ss was so 
^Vemicntly delayed by the iinineroUi> islands which lie (■los^ 
to the bunk, in company with a very pleasant and intelli- 
gent German,- 1 quitted the bout, »:nul walked to Ibht rich : 
the day was rcniarkahly tini’, and onr road lay through 
luxuriant corn and pasture iiclds, vineyay'(<, orchaj^F, 
every where profusely edorneci with castles, religious Itouses, 
picturesque cottages, and beautiful chateaus, which 

the vast forest ot* I^uulesw alcl extends to an inJ^tense dis- 
tance: at length the numerous s|)ires and the lofty tijwers and 
palaces of May^uce open upon its, from the opposite i&ide 
of-the river, ..aud had a. very venerable,, and majestic 
effect. 

tJlBEKICir. 

Our ciUrtitice into an avenue of noarlv a mile and a half 
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'jU Icni^lh tl\i(*kly lined with walniu, apple, pear, and plumb 
‘trees, loaded with fniit, annjitiiK ed our approach to Bibe- 
rielu liie stiperb palace of the Prince of >iassaii Usingen. 
As I Inade a dniwlni^ of this palace and the adjacent town 
wlicn iVlesccndcd tlic Phine^jand the boat was m a centiial 
])a] t <)i‘ the river, it w^ll bxl unnessary to describe it. 

■had no lime to view the a[)artments, but niy laquais infor- 
med me, flial they wer# ^rand and furnished in a princely 
maTUicr; tfie tgwn is mo ere, sn;a]|, and very h.aiidsome. 
As we skirted Ineeiheim, we.\.’ ‘fti informed that the illus- 
trious IJharl'caueine, the j^reat pr(ftoryj)e of Bonaparte, 
selected this place for his favavritc residence, where he 
built a 'magnificent pah^ce, whicli v\^as supported by 'a 
hundred eolrmins rgtrliallan niaTl)le, and had an immense 
numijcr oi’, apartments, in which synods and the most irn- 
j/-a tant (‘(uiiiriT; of state werelu'idT that his sun Louis le 
Deboiin.'iire ilied hrokim-liearled here in eonsetpionce of 
the rebellion^ of his. sons Lolliarius and Louis. 

.Not *i vesiige remains of this eelehra^tP^^^^de to prove 
that it once existed: hut tiu' life of Louis Ic Debon- 
iiaiie, Nigellvei thus eonseeraUs this building. 


lorus ilk' ni'piiii iiropo fnmlaa ICh^ri, 

< )riiutu- v:-.' >!s ciihiiHis ft (iapiUns. • 

'(tJuo damu*' tha pnteL, coal urn pertixa coluiiiais, 
r('da,ii> vani tccra<jU(‘ luulnmutln, 

olillf rcdilas, inllli iJ5*quc claiustru domoriiin 

./\cra ina.^l-'noi'am :irtiilcum«ju<; nmuu. 


No doubt is cnlcrtaiHed thak that august prle once embel- 
lished i ll is spot. Cliarleniagne eoulil not have chosen a 
place more advantageous with regard to hi^ political rela- 
tions, or iiK^t* beautif ul in richness and variety of scenery, 
where . NutiXt! every w here saluted him with wine, with 
fruit, and e\t*ry desirable prodwetiow of a genial soil, fit to 


i-nake soul of an emperor 


fittlDGK or BOATS. 


In an hour after (piitting Irigeiheim we reacliicd 

Cassel, iikmediately opposite Mavence, to whicii it com- 
^^ytni cutes by ah amazing long bridge, fbrmerl oi a moveable 
platfoiTi), placed upon tifiy-six lighters, two or three of 
which draw out at pleasure by means of ropes and pullies, 
to open a passage for vessels ascending or tiescending the 
iiliinc, and is three thousamd eiirht hundred and thirty feet 
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long ; one very similar to this was built by order of Cliarlr** 
inagne at the same place : here our voyjige termiiiaunL On 
account of the search of thfe custorn-hAuse ()nic< rs being 
\Try severe on the French side, the {vissyngcrs |>rt;fcr/iK*ing: 
landed at Ca.ssel : where all the bii^tic of a [j()|>nl«^us city, 
and a great rnililary station, lpres{;.ntcu ilbclf. M'he bridge 
was crowded with beautiful and elegantly dres'^cHl women, 
French oflicers, soldiers, and varioij^s oLlu r persons, in car - 
riages and oil foot, going to or returning from iMavenee, 
which, with its vencrublo cathedral and sp!{mdid buildings, 
extending themselves^. alcAig ‘the riv( r, bad a very grand 
edect. Our luggage was searched by a (ieniKiu f ustoin- 
house Ollicer, who behaved very politely ; and [ ort . c'c'cled 
to a^ood hotel in Cas^ll, and gat dou^t with sever ' creiich 
officers to some excellent refreshments. 

• In my description of the Hhine as 1 asrc^nd( d ir. T buvc' 
from tile desire of not fatiguing inv lead* r, <'niy noticed 
the principal towns and objeets, some of wbieb i visited 
then^ and on mv return. I fek mysc'if a’nindaiitly 

Tewiarded by the unparalleled bvauly and grandeur .>!’ those 
scenes, which so oltcn excited my adirdralion and amaze- 
ment, for any little inconvenience, ami perhaps .^ome iitlk** 
hazard, to^which I was occasionally cxposeil, and J regre t 
that 1 can onl^’' convey a very im|K‘ifec't impression ol' 
them to those who Miavc never had the good IdrtiuK* to 
form their personal opinion of them. 

K 

MAVnNCE. 

Ilaving^occn previously Warned not to attcuijit to enter 
^layenee, which, as it is now incoi porat(‘d wall Fraiuxg 
I shall call by that name, account of the unusual 
rigour exercised by the police towards strangers, in cun- 
S^eqttence of cdic city being a grcfit militarv (ij' jidi of the 
Freueh on the Rhine, and the’ gr<^au*st skill (>j|v their engi- 
having been lavidied on it^ forii fu alio lo, I wascon- 
t€^njfe.tp,fievv it from Cassel, and to receive si^irfittle ut- 
eouni of it from a, very intelligent German, luul resi- 
ded there some years, as we looked upon the oit|VjVoni our 
hotel window.. The electoral palace, of red bricl^^hy the 
side of whicli tlie Rhine ilows, Vligre Ronapart^ rtrided 
dtiring his stay iu' ^layehec, in 1804, pii^seiitecr: a v'^rf 
noble appearance, 'i’lie dome or cathcdnil, which vose^ 
W'ith awful di^^y bel'ore u.s, is a vase gothic pile, having 
fpirr miequal toners: it liad once a lofty' spire, hul a thun- 
der-storm, ntSL^y years since, bcuc it down with lighieuiiig. 
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and burnt a considerable part, of the edifice. Fvw cities; 
bavc siillered more than this by the ravages of war; most 
of civil and lacred builcnngs have been at one period 
or aiSolii^T damaged or destroyed by cannon, the ruins of 
Tvhich 'M-ilj remain. My int<‘lLigent friend informed me th/ll: 
this city was celebrated Jbr Ific great beauty of its female 
inhabitaius, and that beforeilie French took possession' of 
it the elecxorul court ih^evv a hrilliarit lustre over the place, 
which was unrivalled b}^ any city on the Khine for its 
cniiety, elegance, and splendor; characteristics which have 
hitcii impaired, but far from an nth i lifted. It contains col- 
l(‘i»es, lyecuiiis, a ihcalrc, and ball and concert rooms, all 
of which continue to b< well attended. 

Mayence, fruin liaving been* always considered 
one of I he givat bulwarks of Germany, suffered most 
dr(‘itdfnijy * in flic last war. Jn October 179^, General 
t’usliuc couipcHcd it to surrender after a slight bombard- 
ment, and under his administration the maj^ity of ibc 
inhabiluiits who did not fly entered corduJ,i(i^Uo thd views 
of the i’rciicli revolutionises : he augmented llie fortifica- 
tions of the city, and placed a strong garrison in tlie.su- 
4mrbs of ('assel, which lias always been considered as a 
jilace of great iin[)ortaiice, and raised a numj^y;^i redoubtr 
amj batteries tiiere. In July, J79*b the' Prussians, after 
.seizing on Costheim, and defeaiiiig an army under Ge- 
neral 11 ouch aid, which v/as marching to succour thcj 
garrison of Mayence, reduced both that cil}^ and Cassc|| 
the miserable inhabitants of which endured the greatest 
honors, and many of the finest and most venerable build- 
ings of the Ibrincr were fired,* and nearly destroyed, during 
the siege. Merlin, who acted as one of the commissioners 
to the Preueh army during the siege, stat^ to the con- 
vention, th';fi stich was the scarcity of provlsi^jns, u poitnM^ 
ilf hotsc-jkiil)jtad been sold at iicOf and a dead rat at six 
nnd that fivevthousand men had perished in defence of the 
place. Altl^ugh Custiufe had no choice left but to capi- 
tulate, Barfere, by his report of the siege, led to his being 
deuouTic^ and decapitated. ' lJuring this siege the palace 
of thc/WovosU suffered terribly ; ilie celebrated clectoial 
palagiTcalicd La inivo rite, and seven chqnTies, were totally 
djs’Croyed ; an|l scarce a house escaped without being 
■'p^ercetl witb cannon balfs. Mutton sold for sixty sols a 
pound, and beef one hundred sols; and at last bell-inelal 
iuid paper money Were used. 
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,, ^'he French were highly iRcJignmit at tliO loss of so im- 
portant a place, and re^olvorl upon attempting the reco- 
very of it from its victors, as »oon as the migitty objects 
which claimed on all sides the activity and energy of their 
x,ulcrs and generals^ were accomplished ; and aocc^'dingl}', 
in June 1795, the French arlh\’ again blockaded this do- 
voted city, during whifch it sustained a r<*»evval pf its suf- 
tcring, from which it. 'again was r#»iicv(*d by the'.suf!ccs.^f*ul 
operations of Mareschal Cinirfayi, ;U the head of the ^Aus- 
trians against the revoluKoiitiry troops, ulio i^'crc attacked 
and routed upon thh heights ol‘ Mornbach^ when the 
Mareschal appeared before IVlayt iioe, attacked and car- 
ried the entrenched (‘amp of the enemy, upon whirl] the 
skill of their ablest engineers liad exerted for eleven 

months to render it invulnerable. (iciKaal Schaal, who 
occupied this strong position, on the rel!‘i‘at of ioindati, 
with fifty-two baUalioris of infantry and hve regiment‘d of 
fxivalry, w;as obliged to retire with gieat lo.^s in cimnon, 
ammunitiorv‘‘‘V.d men. ]n 'Ibis bonii)arclment soim‘ 'lyrel 
sharp-shooters displayed their ivonted skill ii] an aina/jng 
inamier, by killing, from the banks of Cassel, several 
French ofiicers with their riile-pieees, who wTre walking* 
,ou the rijci’p^ts OH the opposite side of tlic rlv(T, the 
breadth of whicli 1 luive .already ascertained by llie len/^tli 
of the tloating bridge. In tlic beginning ol‘ the year 1797 
'U better destiny smiled wpon the Freud] arms in this vi - 
sion, and Mureaii and lloclxi inacle both sides of tin* 
Khine^resonnd with their victories, when the troops which 
garrisoned Maycnce, to prevent the entire and unavailing 
demolition of the eity, relincfnisbetl Its possession, and the 
French remained masters of it. 

Volumes have been written npop the superior pretension 
of Mayence to tlie original ipventioii of the ^rt of print- 
ing, and to transfer the honors of the diseover^^ from Law- 
0em:e Coster of UaarlQm to John Guttenburgv a citizen of 
thW place. A vast deal of .special pleading li^ ’dis- 

played on bolli sides; and, to use a jockey jmVuse, these 
racers for the merited gratitude and admiration of all who 
foHow'cd them, peached the goab almost neck aii8s.|)eck,’' 
but the majority judgments given ^approp^iateAhc ;gh 
to Coster : his mode was the^ simprest, ^;and IhtTef&ii 
thought to be U\g earliest; his moulds vvercAnade of Wooa ' 
ininiovch'^fei stamped the paper only on one 

side: Guttenbji^ printed on boih sides of the leaf )vjth 
i^apyeablc me til types. 
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The ex'trcmfty of the bridge towards Cassel, apd all the 
famparls and redoubts of the towTi, wliieh aie very strob^* 
iy fortified, were ^)CL*ii|)ied b\l Trench soldiers. With twO' 
(ieriXan oeiilleinei^ and a Dutch officer, 1 sat off for Frank-: 
fort, di-jjlint ( i^lU. stunder or hours, or four f rerinan mifes, 
undor a i^corcliing^ sun, vv!iieli| did not sc(»m to have anY 
sdfect upon a large ^.paiiy of| monks and pries'.^^-, and fol- 
lowers bearing the host, who were tvaiking bare headed iu 
proces'iioii to a inonastm v wi?ieli we had just passed, near 
wliicdi 1 left the (‘arilage lo inai^e a "ketch of Mayence, 
upon a projecting hank of tliY* iMcr f'tlaine, where I bade 
iidicii u> the Iihinc. Onr road lay through an avenne of 
walnut, apple, and juair irci^^, loaded with fruit, to which 
pass(*ngcrs helpcfl tiicnisclves whe^ieveif inclination dis- 
pos(.‘{I them t(^ <h> >‘ff and by part of the liockheini hills, 
c('vercd with iln^ renowned vineyards, winch produce w'hat 
in Fnglmiii is ealhul old hock, /ts inany a saint, high iit 
.sii[>ersutions vcn(uat;nn, must have Inui at least leu SGulU 
CiUd one huinlred to(' naiU, if n/) aihi^ic)!! hash^.' '^practised 
by tho^c who liave e.vliihited them to i/i dif- 

f^ reiH. (‘ras and \arions r<‘gions, so n{)tin!ig short of the 
power «vf iraitsinitting w ater into wine, could produce from, 
‘hese vineyards the iinnieiise (Jitanliiy of wine whhdi pa.9!4e,v 
‘ruchu* th(. title of iiock. CiMUain it is, 4hat“"T?Te greater 
ipjantily oi' wine honored with that •name, is irom the 
gra[)cs of both sich's of the lower nart of the Kbine, which, 
in the diistrict wlieix* it is produced, very old genuine J 
Uockhcini wine is sold at the rale oftliree, and sometimei^ 
five, shillings a bottle. • 

At the lii'st stage we stoppe^l at a village where there is 
a noble biiilding upon an (‘rriint luay, eoumianding a bcau- 
tilul pros|>cct, which I at first took for a palace, but it 
provc<l to be a tobacco nlanufactory, u arcbDu,scs, and the 
residence cif tilie proprietor and his family ; the front is ; 
five Inin^cd /cet long, and the whole exterior infinitely. 
mbrQJ^prlncb]y} lhart Huckitygham-lioifse. After passing this 
the ^rb ad bccajue level, and the country presented 
corn-ftbkls, 'pasture, uRcl orchards in great abundance. For 
many milcfs round, ^his country had been often the theatre 
oThos^i|^ie^,; and though Nature had Iprfjr since effaced 

from her ^fields by reaving 
vd'dure, yet pripslTiite cottages and battered convents dis- 
played tHe march am! ravages of the demon War ! Happy^ 
thrice huppy my own country, whcitj the sound of catnioa 



,’tlK> bAfiR’s TBAV^tS 

is ^ver heard but to announce a victory, br to aughaeut 
<|(li%aiety of sopae festive accasioti. 

i . « 

SUBURBS OV BRAT^kFOKT* / 

The suburbs of Frankfort are very delightful/ ^nrl after 
passing over a drjiw-bridgc,V^nd through a deep' gate-way^; 
tve entered the city, ilie sH:eets*' of which were^ crowded 
and full of gaiety an#bust!e, in consequence ot* the great 
• autumnal fair whiqli was holding there. Ail thV best inns 
were brimful, and with great diffiotilty the DiUch officer 
and myself procured^ a syiserable double-bedded room, at 
an inferior inn, filled with petty merchants and their fa-* 
-inilies, whone^^the spirit of trafiic had led to this celebrated 
mart, H-nd \vas half* eboaked iij) witli cases and boxes 
‘containing their merchandize. TIT^s town swarms w'itli 
Trench soldiers, about thirty of w'hoin sli^'pt ki rtiom.s ad- 
joining to ours, where they deported them sc ! ve? itli ;;] eat 
order. My companion had just returned fro »n the C ape, 
in conseqtfp^nce of its surregder to the Briilsh arms. IJt 
^poke with fibl'. :.l rapture of the gallantry of the Eng- 
lish troops. In Germany, as Tn Hof mud, time is taken by 
the'fprelock, and at six o’clock the stiefefputzer, or booi- 
knocked at the door, followed by the chamber* 
biaid witflr'^^^omposition of frankinc( nsc and otlicr gum?:: 
of a pyramidal shape, and about tin inch high, much used 
in Gerintiny, called a Iltiuclier-kerz for perfuming rooms, 
which fthe j>laced upon our candlcsticlt^aud left smoaking. 

companion annoyed me at this hour, first by 
begging ihat I would hear him read one book of Milton’s 
l^aradise Lost, a liltfeKngli^h edition of which he had in 
bis pocket, which he achieved in an incongruous melange 
various languages; and secondly, by begging ino to lend 
my too^h*brush for a few^nibutes, observing, that he 
'pireferred an English tooth-brush to any othcr^ anil at, 

moment applying it to his tcetli with ycpitsij^^^pcn'iiy 
Vrifd gratification. Alter he liad pai/l such lU 
to English tooth-brushes, and had done me the bo||<|pr Of 
Vsmg mine, the lejui^t I could do \v»> to beg that he w'tmUt 
favour me with kee^ng it for sake, wirii wlnc^ be was 
UJWCH’ pleased, ti u^eo oidingly introduced it y %Mfty of 
combs <ind razors^jrafis .shaviug-c’asc* lo 
be was man, and I am sOre'®im^P-mindb<i 

aoMier. ^bicli was till Liudy imp^iSt, Is ooc^' 

Of , the mesF towns in ChTinany, and K4 s several* 
it^K^Wd noble b^uildingb: it U paticulRtly' 
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trelebratcd for the splendor of its hotels, which are re- 
ported to be the most magn^ficeiii in Enrope^ particularly 
th()S|j^ eidli ci the Rutlien tlaus or*il(,Mi i!oesc% and the Rbr- 
Kiiiiscr Or Roman Emperor, wIil'k* the King of 
Priissia4(jdged when lie visiu^l this towii ; and llie Dann-^ 
stader Hof, in vvhieli I\Jarsluil Aug('ran aiul his suit resid- 
ed wliilii*. I was at Frankfort: so crownied was the city, 
that it was#vvith greni dilfeculty and -'oiiie interest i procured 
apartments at the Weidcn liol, or Willow-C \>tii t, a second 
rate inn, but of great magn^* nlf*. Onr table (rhot(', at 
which helwceii two and tiiree huiulre^d persons of respect- 
ability s.it ilown every djLv^ was holtl In a nohh* room; it 
was splendidly served, and an excel leiit Eind seated in au 
elevated gallery, j>ei;i[';«med tinrhig rfinrf^ "i'iie principal 
houses are ^uiit ol' red and white stone*: the cassino, to 
tvhich ^w as adtn it U'd ])y a card of intrfxiuction from one 
ol* the principal hankers, is very elegant. Tliere are also 
several other clubs and assembly rooms. '^Idp^il^ieatre is 
spacious and very iiandgonie,*tlic w'cre good> 

and the band is large wnd select. Opposia to tlie theatre 
is a mall, formed by several row^s of trees, which in the* 
evening is much frequeutg-t!* ■ , * 

Hefore the Rlieniiih cottfed era lion the Ifi***' was split* 
into two religious sccl's-y'^Uie Lutherans and Calvinists, 
which are now blended in perfect harmony by the liberal 
inlhieiice of toleration. .A giaiul discharge of cannon one , 
morning announced the ceremony of the members of thei 
senate and the colk ges being about to assemble in tjje Rbiiier, 
or town-hall, to complete the investing tlte Ibincc Primate 
with the sovereigi'ty of the cKy, the keys having been de- 
livered up before t ) the representative iff tlie prince, under 
a similar discharge of arlylery, agreeable lo^certaiu proyi-*' 
sions contained in the act of t.hc Rltenish coufederaUon. 

Curiosity widuced me to visit tiie place of this meet- 
ing, which is' a very large and antieiU gothic pile, situated 
in a narrow) street. In this building are several (diaiiibefs, 
which huve^ been a[)plied to memorable purposes ; one in 
particular, which beibre the late revolution in the Cerniau 
empire, was used by the Electors upon the ^ugaat occasion 
of making choice oiF a new Emperor: there are some good 
paintings in some of these* apartinentsi 'J[Ee cereiiiony of 
the installation of the Prince Primate was over in a vejy 
short time ; the mob, wdiiclt was a small one> soon dis- 
persed ; and scarcely any one mentioned the matter three 
days afterwards. 

CAUR.] t 
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Ttie catlictlral church of St, Karlholomtnv, xvlsir^h be- 
longs to ilie caiholifii, is ii|)otiicr vnicrahic n lie of autv- 
quity : it is reported to have been built 'by rcpiri, linp; of 
Franco, in enriched by Charlriiir;'.^>:io, and plunhoo.'d 

by Li'wivS of Bavaria, on acrount of in'* chapter JiKihoring 
to the Pope. Slrnnge to volau*,, altlio/iob the coroBalioii 
of the emperor n.-,t'd to lake jf r.tve in il. there ih '>1 ot)» 
ohjoct within its walls, citlier of sa^jred sfdendor, or inonn 
mental celebrity, wortliv of noliee. In the year 
when the Frcneh enu'rccl'ebis city a.-^ ronrji.crur?, their ('om- 
maiiJiug offk:ei> weit'i wHij yrea't miliiaiy poiiip to ihr ca- 
thedral ; where, beinir attrinhd by the sf eaOoi^, th(‘ eoin- 
mander in chief cIomtI iIk? a(i<lia>s'by t'yelaiminy , I'nde: 
the roof of this Vv rfble lempic h.^a iirn ra;o>y of you 
\vilne>sed the canonaiion of tlie Kifip^’roi of tla; lh>- 
.nians to which no answer was giv^'u. « .■ aed a 
reply to my question/’ ♦ :\eh.!jiK'd the, e,rn<ri'! v. eh 
warmth ij^^yes ” was fajrtiiy miswered; ^'ihm), * leplii-a 
he, you wfHxijever s;.e ihrn moio in this' plate*;' 'rhl * 
prophet*}' issiieti froiii an oiaeJ.t: w Inph po ilie 

of consummating its [)rt*ru tion, 

I was plca'sed with the iair, aMnon.-.h !'• fail far h.e.ii of 
my expecULjj<Hi ; the pkneipaU lioo! ii •, \vhi('it v *;m* (ut'ted 
near the ihimer; and u\'-o jairallel the ri’--^*r M aiiit , 

formed a very agiaealde and uprightly .'-tic; t, t i tirelv c(‘- 
vered with canvas awnings:' here all s^ris ot good^, (he 
r odd cti oris of vjwieus paj‘s of tlie globe, we*!e ehp“, <ol te* 
sale; add here were also sevinal ia/ 0 'k>:cller,/ siali.s, where 
the most "'eniinciit works are sold dddc cl in kicets, fo; the 
purchase of lesser mcreliant in the trade*. So pros in the 
world is so proliiic as liie (.ieruni;: — the, aminherj of ingeiri- 
ous w.orks wlj^cii d unnudWy yields, tunungil which are 
many able productions, are astonishing. I was informed 
that the fair had wasted almost to uotliing, in ^consequence 
of the various injuriesjt liad snstthned from tie war, and 
the severe policy of Bonaparte n spe cling tint introduc- 
tion of English manufacture, ve v idle of whieii was to be 
found at this inarr. Jn the pro/' -.dlers’ stalls, which used 
to be well supplied from the English school of engiaving, 
were very few prints worthy of attention. 1 saw several 
execrable of some from the exquisite pencil of 

AVestall. pfincipal street of'thcfair, 

close to tk&^er> were rows of immense tubs, in which, 
iik,C‘ many poor German tradesmen and their 
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fainilios verv* sagaciously eat and slept, lor want of a bet- 
ter habitation. 

\ AC C C) U NT OF 0 1 F it N Ji A 0 H . 

An cxjnrsio?! tu ilse beaiuiful ;rjd eb'gant little sovereign 
town (ft \)ru*ik:)aeh, abont fitc Knclisli miles IVoin I’rawk- 
fort, t.*^abled me to jKKuire^ ti e grriit progre >.»; vviiicli the 
CTermiuV.' have made in tin* art ei earnage-building. 

In a vcrv*large dep-vA f»f ditae, 1 st'vcrai vvhicfi 

would iiave be'*n ib t,; .:;ui'b"d ir-r tb;.ii- li^Tn tties*> and 
beauty in ! e r.il (, titer fabrb. s, vi/. 
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luaee'-^ 0:i ro^d near the (‘UtraiU'; to the vvesr, ad- 

join iii.; the spleirr.di er.a-euo <>:" Sir. lleatliam, th*"* ctdc- 
brated Itarikeig at whosc^ fo a o-hou-.e the |)re ^i*kt Icittg of 
.Frusda he-aime eijaau^j/t^‘d with Id- ^ ) i a monmnbnf, 
compost'd of a iRhn/t, *>. •lion's skin, ana emblem^ c)f war, 
in broitzi', imi !e out of tiie cannon taken by llu' King of 
Ih’us^ia IVom the hyt'aeh at Mayenee, mounted upon a 
stone pedestal, l islYtyfroui an rtrLi(ieial^ro'd«s^\(,> .)n whicdi 
iire inscriptions cuiintfi(e.i(jr;i{iVe o‘* i^s iiavi'ng bc-m raised 
by Prince \'f illiarnsiadi to lite memoiy of the gallant Prince 
ot He^s(*- Pnillipsdiai and tbrcc hundred l)ravc licssiaiV 
who pcrislied oii I’.iis stpol, whc-ti the Prcmeh '.vore obligc/fl 
to evacuate ihe town in the year 179 -. ddiej^iench had 
taken ipiiet pc^-o^situi of it i\ few iiionlh before, under 
Tile comjf)and oi t*<.*neral Ntaiwlnaer and Coionci Uouch- 
urd, when they i. vical two miilions of borins upon pain of 
military execuri^ 'u on ike opulent classes •of the ii7habit- 
ants. The H’.ost. distinguislu'd ]>eiso.nag‘e in I'rankibrt 
Was Mareychal Augerau, \vi»oui 1 frequently met. The 
heroic yul^ur and skill which Im di'i^played iii the campaigns 
of Italy, A)articulaiiv at the battle of Arcole and bv fore 
Manluayahrl aftervw^hs in Germany, will rend(‘r fiis name 
illustrious in the military anuids, of Prance: iic is a highly 
polished and aceomjilishcd gentleman, |ind was etpifdly 
admired and esieeuicd hy die inhabitants of I'ratddort: 
he lived in a style becouiijig ids dignity, without ostenta- 
tion, and was' upon all occasii^ns very aceossible. 

Lingleiiach, Un; celcbratrnl painter, was* born here in 
llis suh^eeb were fairs, mountebanks, sca^ pros- 
• t 
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pects, naval enp:aG:eiTicnt«i, and landsmy^p?^ in which h<3 
emiueiitly exceileci. lii company with my two friends 
from whom 1 parted at Hoileyc^ain, and who rejoined me 
here., I set oil for Diira^siadt, nbont eiahtedn r.tmiisl) nyless 
from Frank idrt. We cTo^scd a nol»ie ‘bridge c)ver the 
Mnine^ and passed ^]lroLi^ll ^ rcmsidi-rahje, und*‘ iWrrided 
town, called Saxenhausen. Our u>cid, which was -andy, 
was for a efnis-dprflble way hficd with luxuriant 'rarscry- 
grounds a id vineyracls. Ab<uit four«nnies from Frankfort 
we passed a piaiti oaken p(a>T, at)Out six feet hiyti, upon 
which, under a paii.ted .-r-ar and riown, was wntien (in 
GermarO, “ JSovereicrn ‘I'c nitory of ih * Prince Pfimuie of 
the Khenisb Confe(4t-i\iUo../' l.j)on this road I saw ior tho 
first time, a i^n ah; r of llltir posts paintoil white and 

numbered; they ai'.- 'tailed miniite-yjti;;'?., hy wlucdi the 
pedestrian traveller is enabled to ascertain \\iih great e\> 
i^ctness the pr(>g}e.vs he make*^ in his Jouj^iiev. /. vt i-y 
haiulsonu’ avenue oi'st.itely ()o p 1 a rs, of nearly two Pn-ii-'h 
miles, apj roa^ h to the <*ity, vdfudi is nearly sui- 

rounded by a wall, not' cap/ !>b' tjf allhrding imief) 

protection against an eiuiYiv. Vuhiirhs (‘oniinn .s(aiic 

harjdsonie Inmscs, in \^hicll, as the prinedpai hotel in the 
‘city was full, wc look up our quarte ’s at the post-house, 
a very exceU^joji^inn. / 

PAPMSTADT. 

*V For a capital, Darmstadt is small, and its palace infi- 
p Med y too large: of the latter the Emperor Jc^siqih sarcas- 
tically observed, that it was big enough to‘ accomitioriate 
himself and the nine clccuns. However, very litlle ui‘ thu 
internal ])art is finished, and' most of the \. lndo\vs arc 
hoarded uf). The (hand Duke and l}is family rt side in 
apart of a new pidace, piajccling fjorn tlic (dd one, look- 
ing towards the gardtms. '^I’hat immense sii neturc ia built 
in imitation of tlie Tbuillcries, and surrounded by abroad 
deep dry ditel). I'he licrc*ditury Prince, who uhirried the 
youngest daiigluer of (he house of P>aden, and whijjse sisters 
siiaiv the thioiies of Kn^sia and Sweden, has a*'iarge and 
handsome lun:sc at a little distance fnun 1 [k‘ oKl palace; 
exclusive of this urte'c, his Royal Highness the (irand 
puke, Lonix the Tenth, has sc^vc ral oilier children. He 
U turned of fifty; yeai> of ago, is an enlightened brave, and, 
amiable prin^sfei, find a cclebralcd Cngineer. He was the 
last of the Gcjr^0n princ’cs wiio in the last war sheathed 
^he sword lie hM drawn against liie French; a powey 
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(1 r ],Ksorvation olF his dignity and tiis dominioa 
c(>!(i,>elhd iu i io roalc'^ce with. Bonaparte, when he 
was tliges i jg toe Kiirnish ti'onlVdcrarion, wished to invest 
hio^viUh iii(‘ K* dignity, hut the Grand Duke decdined 
tlic (;Hcr^ lias [iroducod inaiiy valiant and dis- 

tinguis4o\ ofliocrs. .Ai t I k* |[>arade I had t!ic pleasure, of 
secoiig. CicLi ral Von \\>nicr, tiie governor of the city, 
who a!r\he head oi' the (dievfiux leg.ns, or light horse, per* 
formed ju- digies oi’viwn»;r, in the Kctlicrlands in the last 
war, wiiere m one hau he wa.s snrriiunded by seven 
Piaaieli ehassenrs, iVom wIk^m lie received the most despe- 
rate wiiM.ids in varit/i.s parts oi’ 'fiis l!ody b(‘tdre he surren* 
fler<‘d. 'riio late (jt'en-ral Von L>'h'ing, a name, on account 
of 1 ne Iho oie I'oiirctge of 1 [}c peison to whom it belonged, 
for ever cinbaiiticd^ in ihe ntemof y English wlio 
in the last war in the Low Countries, in the years. 

1 7l)'h u as*boni in lin-. d'lchy. 'I'de troops were good 
looivMig men. and pre^-^ented a soldier-iike apjiearance: 
the iinif /rm of die uuicoj/ of the inlanUT is^blue coat 
ia('v’d wjili searJet, a Vock{^<l lia^^acluy trimmed 

with deep silver lace, Jf^id Uis a very hand. >me appearance. 
I’l!" dr i'i: ;o!is \r>\\v / caok»‘t, tt., light green jackel, and are 
Weil iiioanle:!. Idio j^y >♦{' a soldier is about the value of 
t\vci[)cncc a tlay. ^'\/’cral captains in tlie uni^y.ne princes 
(l-irinccs appana<>;c^)J^/)r princes of a d1?taut branch, who 
havr but liUle property. * 

The piinvipal obje(‘t to aliraet llu* attention of a tra^ 
veihr is the Lxercneriiau:., or liouse for nianojuvering trf 
tiaiops in the \virU<*r: it torms one side of the space gf 
ground allot ti’d i'or the paradey, is three hundred and four- 
t'*cn leet long, ai.d one hnnflred and fifty-two broad, and 
has been encied about thirty-live yca'*s. .The ceiling of 
this eiiornioiis room is jelf-su[>})orted by vast and most 
ingenu)tis wooden iVaine-work, without the^assislance of 
tiither [>lllar or arch below. Ab(»vo tills ceiling area great 
number of /i[)artuKmis. In a part the room below, the 
artillery of tlie Grand Duke is deposited, which is kepi iu 
high miliiMy order. About four thousand troops can be 
nianamvered in this room witlj ease. Hie gardens adjoining 
to tlie exercise-house arc laid out in the English style, are 
^cry s])acious, and would be very beautiful if the ground 
undulated a little more; much taste has been displayed in 
their arrangement, and tlie house of the chief gardener is 
very pretty. These gardens are liberally opened to the^ 
pijiblic, fprtn the principal promenade, and were embel- 
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lished on the day I visited them Avilh several lovely and 
elegantly drosed v.c-nen. fii one part is i\ neat bur snnple 
Xi^ausokmm^ ereeterl hy ord{'ij of »nef!criek dre Ghcai to 
fbe nieinoiy of one of the htndgriivines hf .L){lr^l^^t^^d^., u 
prinecss remavkahle for the powers of Ifer mind* and the 
ne^ujty of her person: np<,m \V|h!<-ii is the followiiv^- elegant 
inscription, cmuposetl by that i^nncie : 

^'^Hicjacet Ltirlovie . Tlenrirrr, kandgrnha H(y;sia^^ 
“sexu faemina_, ingenio vii.’’ 

I Jere lies Lonisn tlenfiettru Landgravine of Hesse, 
a woman in lorm, in mind a man,” 

A short distance fforn the garden is aik in which v» ild 
boars n.ie k<'pt, for hunting- The religion of tiu' duchy is 
Lutheran. The athnrs of the state are ed!nh!etc/> ‘ov a 
court, oi' regency, and other courts, eoujj)o^f d of (.(nin- 
seMors president, who c/Mrul-ite tlie mditarv, ad- 
minister the digCht • tile fnV^/nee, and ^upe^int^ nd 

all matters that relate to rei«‘;gioi\> I’liose who com- 
plain of the law’s delay” in Lnghind, would he s[u‘(.'- 
dily reconciled lo the tardily of il.-lorogress were they lo 
couimcncc a-^iiit in Germany, wlu-np >4 excited coii>i(icr- 
able stirprize that*Vtie procrasiinatirL^ of M'*. 1 laslittg.s’s 
trikl, whicdi lasted seven ijcar.i and three inonlhs, sfioulti 
^ave caused any rnunnurs amongst ns, that period he’mg 
thought a nu)d( rate one by almost every German. Living 
in this duchy is very cheap: a bachelor can Krep r, horse, 
dine at the iirst table d’hote, and drink a bottle of wine a 
day, and mingle in the best* circles, upon one humlK'd 
pounds per annum. The society in Darmstadt is very 
agreeable, ^s jho minds of llte men and women are so 
highly cullivctted and accomplished in (iermany, every 
party presents some mode or other, equally delightful and 
blameless, to make Tinv' smile, and to stiew <)^'r liis ptis- 
sage witit flowers. 'T’he eouiitry round Dari^istadt, is 
very hcautifnl, and abounds with corn^ and vari^^fis sorts of 
fruit-trees, whicT arc frequently unprotected by any 
fence, and the^ ^ommop path winds through avenues of 
them. Am|mgsl other dclicioufr friiit, iheie is a red plumb 
called zwet^hen, peculiar to Hie south of Germany, 
'which grovVfS. in great richness and luxuriance in this 
duchy.' a proof of the profusion in which it grows, in 
one of rhy rambles with some friends, I ni(T a boy laden 
Basket fiilod of them, wifo sold us iJO tor some 
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little pieces, amountlrio: to a penny EngJisli; and tljc lit- 
tle rogue looked l/ack with ;m arch smile as \vc separated, 
as he liacl ina^le a highly pro(il.;'d>K’ harj^ain. As I was 
walking, ill llu^ [liincifial street uilh a IViencl of mine, 1 
was stiT^\k with Liic •following exprc'^sion : “ Look at that- 
of^iecM' ; would yon heliCMi it that with so fine a {x.TSon, 
and a- -mind to correspond Avith it, }n‘ ha.-, received 
ha.^kelaT' . My surprise, at tlu‘ <‘Xj)ression was dissolved by 
being informed, that when e lady refuses aii oifer oI‘ lo\e, 
she sends the Ineklcss io\<a* a yltle basket as a pjLen of 
her disinclinaiifjii to r(*eeive ifi.- :fld}a*s>e-. 

lijxm my return to Frank iort, part , of tiie Freiiclt army 
rnslH.al in like a torrent on it-, wov to e/ive ilie Proissiatis- 
hallh'. It, itad raimab very hard alt on which tlie 

a d Van ce guard entered ; hut every soldier, althouidi co- 
verecr^^^llf rnJid, and wa t to the skin, went, or rather 
danced, singing merrily ail tin way, to ihe hon-.e where he 
was to he pnarrered. 'I'ids ^\[y has been dreadf ully drained 
at various limes, by tin* j/Timewse puu.iber Freneii iroopis 
wbieii luivi'been bille‘tl'’n uyon the inhaW^uits; atone time, 
they bad fifty llion^nd to support, and to supply willi 
various articles ' of^ c.^)a1!iliing for six months. Eceiy 
lionse had a cert linVAumher hilieited upon them, accord^ 
iug to its size and thjv^pulencc of the iimiily. U['-on their 
march the luench aa* as little encumbered as pcjssible; iti, 
their way they cmnpel the J’armerj buttdier, baker, ixc. u> 
furnish them vvi^i what tliev want, for vvliich notes art/ 
given by the (proper officers, if they liave no cash, to the 
seller, according to the price agreed upon, wlffieh is gc- 
m rally a very fair one, and# which tlie [paymaster in die 
rear of the army discharges upon coming up. 

As the gathering tempest prevented me from penetrating, 
into the south of (jermany beyond Dannsiriitlt, 1 a[i[)lied 
to M. .Bacher, the Frem h ministtu*, for permission to re- 
turn pour i*kungcr to Rotterdam, by the way. of Brussels, 
Antwerp, 6tc. but the old, shrewd politician, in u Vciy 
crabbed mk-pner refused, and ordcied me to keep on the 
right bank of the lllTine. U'hus was I obliged to retrace 
my slep^; however, it enabled me again to cuatemniate 
the sublime and beautiful scenes of the Rlfine,,wiiich 1 did 
iu a boat, tlie cabin and roof of whieh where crammed 
vvitli# passengers to varioifs cities on different sides of the 
rivibr: the wind was against us, but tlie stream was so strong, 
of which out boatmen availed themselves by\ placing the 
vessel transversely, and^ without rowing or tovLiug, in two 
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floys and a half we bade aclieti to oui* voyagcurs, a littfe 
'^before we reached Cologne, .where we laridcfl at :Denifz*, 
anti retrod our steps, which enabled me here and t^bero 
to correct errors and * supply ornissiouc. At \Yesei \vc 
arrived at half past six o’clotj^ in the evening, ayid found 
the gales shut, whieh compelled us to sleep ui.on straw at 
a little iiiii in the suburbs. At six* tlie we 

beheld a sad massacre perpetrating^ by ilie engineers and 
soldiers' of the garrison, upon all the tsees in the neigh- 
bourhood that could coiveeal or assist an enemy in ap- 
proaching the town, ahd fVn* a simlliar reason several houses 
m the suburbs were marked for destruciion. Sucii is the 
cotnmencemet of the* hoirors of war! The Pi n>>ians were 
expected to lay lo this slrohgP' forti.fu <l town in a 

few days, which induced the Xhand ihtke bi‘ Berg, who 
“Was in the citadel at the tithe, to have rcc:^)ur3c p. llicse 
severe prepaiutions. 

After pursuing our route thri>^i:di Amsterdam, where the 
great fair^as bokling, during V^’iJeh tlie Dutch character 
became absolutely^lvcly, through ^*ydcn and Rotterdain, 
AC the lust of which we were sadly annoyed about our ueccs- 
liary passports of departure, whiaa u^ip^ire the signature oi’ 
/the'ICing^s secretary. at the Hague, id the countersign 
oY a Dutch comui*i\ ioner, appoinU ti^bluring my absence, 
•for such purpose at" Rotterdam, ip consequence ol‘ the 

f reach ambassador’s power ov.er such nm^tters having been 
ithdrawn, weal length, like hunted han^s, arrived at the 
spot from whence we started, viz. Maeslanci^sluys, where, 
after undergoing the vexation of more forms and ceremo- 
nies before oiu* old iViend the commodore, on board of 
his guard-ship, we embaiked in the identical dismal galliot 
wliich brought us to Holland, and after expecting every 
moment an order of embargo, we got out to sea, where we 
endured no common misery foV six days and nights, after 
which I landed again upon my beloved native country./. ’ 
This is Mr. Carr’s conclusion of his interesting volume* 
After the ample analysis which we have given. 6f it, any 
remaiks of a ciitical uature wpuld be siq)erfluous. The 
singular enterprise, that of travelling in an enemy’s coun- 
try under a^.a^'l^umed character, the risks of detection 
which he e^e^e>u«terc(i, and the great variety of infofmatioit 
which he^ has ou^tljis occasion laid before the public^lX 
tend to entiatwalPiis luerary reputation, and tb place him 
the iDformed, and most entextainrag of 

mo^tfx tourij^n^ 

END ©P CARB.’'il TRAVELS* 
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Stati of t'lattcf during the Years 1802, 1803, IS04, 1805i 
and lSO(j; coinurh^i/ig d DeserMon of the Customs and 
Manners of that Couutrt/, togetmr with OOservativns on ih 
Government, Finances, 'Population, Jgrieulture, Religion, 
S'*tthlic Seliooh, Condurt lozeanls English Prisoticrs, and 
Internal Commerre.^ fTo zeltielhmifMdded, Jnecdotes tend~ 
ing lodelinenic tke'Cliarncter of the Chief of the French Go- 
lif T. VViLuiAMs, Jisc], 2 vol. small gvo. 
fip. 42cX Price 12s. Phu^avs, 1807* 

Wr,E X the ol)sorvation of all Europe*!* ri.'ved upon any 
particular miliou, from )|ie nil ventitjous success with wbicfi, 
it.s arms and its polil^:at\]^>rojects have been attended, /«aU ■ 
BUthciiticatcd accoui.|sbf such \i country are perused with, 
an oagcrncss an<l interest tliat seldom a^fjeh to temx>oraiT- ■ 
publications, — 7'lic iy-lhor before us Uas had inok .ample , 
opportunities of acr^riiig, with correctness, the iufornia-- 
tion whi(-h'he coi^uinicatcs,* He is the gentleman tyho¥ 
was detained tlirvyyears in France by that atrocious act ot 
XAPoLiiON, tVfiicIi rendered all British visitor.s«ia a state 
of imprisonment; and we also find, that .Mr. W ili.ia.ms 
i.s the person who wa.s iiidebten ibr liis liberty to tiic influ- 
ence of the celebrated Dr. Jenneb. 

Althougb, as llie aiithcc most candidly adrnjts, the sub- 
jecton whioh he treats is of 4he greatest impiiri.aiu e, yet 
some small allowances must be made for the i'c<;iiiigs. under 
whieb he may be supposed to liave ctllered upon it. liaving ■ 
liiiffered a captivity of three years: Ire, however, professes 
to speak of we country* on a broad sccile, and allows that 
there may be numerous excejitions iroin his general deli- 
neaiion of the Frctieh eliaracicr. 

The work is written ih a series of letters; a way winch 
mapy readers preier fo tfie continuous narrative. From the 
fil^lletter it appears th,at the author set off froth Soutliamp*. 
tbti in June, 1802 , on a journey of pleasure, through a 
part of Fratibe, and went u|»a,ceompanied, .noi being 
tb: persuade a friend ox two, on whom he had ri.\ed, to join 

•VHU.l.A.MS.j A- 
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hioi. To one of these fiiends the following ijeries of com^ 
municaiious is addicsscd : 


Roueriy Jum IQ, l<5o2. 

It was my intention to give you a description ot* my 
voyage, as soon as I had set' fool in the fiench /epubhe ; 
but on my arrival at Havie-dij-GrHce, I fouad it 
necessary to make so many arrangements within a short 
period, that I postponed it till I sh^ld reach tins place. I 
can easily conceive what astonishment you will Icel on the 
mention of these mrangemenis, but I think the 

wonder wil) cease when they are laid before you somewhat 
in detail. Fiist then, in consequence of my having had 
little or no sleep on b^ard.Mie pack^et during the two pie- 
ceding nights, I felf, idler making adieaity breakhist d /a 
Franfnise, a strong inclination to take p j‘|sessu>n 
that appeared, veiy invitingly, close to the tableful which 
we had taken our fefresliinenA , I know vour English ideas 
will not^actly coincide with which the lubdbitants 

of this country'^tertain, lespectiiig the situation where 
tjiey most fiequcntly make thei? fii]'»tdaily im a) ; and I con- 
&SS that so much national piey>.(kc^. still u mains in my 
compositioni^ arxl when 1 i4n obhgVlrio lollow their cus- 
toms in this re*? pot; nothing but a hee circulation of air 
can in^the slightest ilegree reconcile Ike to it. After halving 
revived m\sclf with a comfortable nap,uintl paith suciecd- 
N in driving, out of my licad the scnXtion of the ship’s 
motion, my next concern was to get nij\ li links passed 
through tb-e custom-house : and heie I must pause to re- 
commend a lesson to those ^gentlemen who exercise the 
poi responding functiivns on the Biiti»h ^ide of the Channel; 
confident that, if they weie to shew the same attention to 
foreigners t received from thV Fiench levenue-officeis 
at Havie, our nation would be h ss subjeci to the accusa- 
tion of a certain brutality of manners, for which they aie 
^ present famous throughout the Continent. 

These pressing concei ns being dispatched, another occur- 
red which, in the eyesof most a velvets, appeals peculiarly 
interesting; the delivery of a letier of* intiocluction and cie- 
dir to a banker.* This then was my next caie. If all together 
are not sufficient excuses for' my postponing to write till I 
arrived hg|^, you must allow rue to qdd, that the fatigue of 
the yqy^^l^j^thpstyimming in my heed, produced from the 
moiiodi <>? the ves«eK and the sudden transition fioiu Eng- 
i|iqpr4ers to manners totallyithe reverse, produced s.uch 
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li coDfusion in my mind, that it was impossible io ciollect 
ipy ideas sufficiently to compose a letter, \^hich might at alt 
pass for being: wiii^icn by a man in his senses. 

HiiVing endeavoured to make my peace for not iinme* 
ditttelyre^leving your mind from some hiile anxiety that I and 
Hware it entenained concerning my crossing the Chnnneft 
} \vi41-do what I can lo make you amends by an ample de- 
l»ail of my voyage. My^last concluded by informing- yoii 
thaA the captain of the packe^boat began to grow very irn- 

E arieiU for om departure from SoiUhampton. As I was i\\6 
I'bt peisoQ to go on board pr^vioilS td our sailing, 1 com- 
plied with his wishes the moment I had concluded my letter 
to you 5 and about three o'clock we were under way. Being 
a very bad seaman, I nemai gh r wrapped up in d 
sail on the deck ; and, hard as I found my bed, I verily 
beiTl*Tfi.^at Ueep would have closed" my eye-lids, had it not 
been lor tne snoiing of a lat jnonk, who, notwithstanding 
bis unceitamty respecting tlj/ .fate wdiicb awaited^ him in 
France after an absence of el(»ven years, ate, drank, andt 
slept, like a pig, the wlioW v<^yage. 1 w;r^therefore obliged 
to console myself by c^)u\niplating, surely, the finest moon- 
light traiHjuil night ever sent from heaven to sooth 

u sleepless mortal, luic whole af the next day we scarcely 
moved threrngh tlie vater; till at lefiglh a nic% breesid 
sprung up about ciglytrin the evening, tfnd brought us into 
Havre load at midiJght, In i'onsequence of the lateness! 
of tlic hour, we wcw not peiiniued to land before the morn- 
ing; when we^eceived permission ft om the custom-house 
to ^o on shoic. Tlic entrance into the road wast^xtremely 
line, theie being a great numi>er of ships round us : the 
beacon on oin left added mud) to the' picturesque appear- 
ance of the scene; wiiile^the coast of Nougandy at a dis- 
tance, and the pier immediately on our riglit, ft'rmed a 
semi-cii cle tiiily pleasing to the eye. 1 learnt that two 
gentlemen on' hoard the packet werf\going to Rouen ; and 
ttb it is a mud) pleasanter method of travdhnir, to be one 
in a party of^tlirce in a post-chaise, thjin of half a dozen in* 
the diligi-nce, 1 readily accepted the proposal of joining 
them. We thtuefore agreea, after allotting the greater* 
part of the day to seeing every thing worth* observation at 
flavre, to piocced on our journey the following morning* 
There is very little to airest tlie attention of the trayellelr 
in that place, except a fine bason which is on the point of 
J)ging completed for receiving an additional number oP 
to load in ; a Vjfork Jwbich will da honour tty 
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nation* The town itself has a most miserabte appearadde f 
the streets being extt'emelv narrow, and the houses very 
high and badly finished, f Vent into^the principdl clyjrch^ 
wfuch beats the appeaiance of extreme ^poverty; as, duting 
the icite revolutions, tlie city'ens have been impioys enough 
to imagine that all their silver saints would be luoie useful 
if melted doun to pieces of fix livres, and that tlieiT hdlls 
would inig better in the shape of gro'^-sols. 

At five "o’clock on Fndav morning we started from Havre, 
on our load to the place, from which 1 date this; and were 
very much pleased at coftimencemLiit of our travels, till 
we ica( bed Haifieur, a small town about thiee leagiits oti 
oui way. On the light of our loute, we had ihe most 
beautifully extensive^ \>t the Sieine, bounded, by the 
coast of Lovtci J\ohi andv, including Haifieur; a fertile 
tract of country lies bch\cen the road an^ thAt iivcr, 
while on the left a gentle dti(livil 3 ’^ is co\eied with gentle- 
men^s seats and gardens. Ti\cry moment thcie was some- 
thing to^Tall forth an exclamation fiomcachof thepait} : 
and notwithstandTTig the keenn/ssiof oui <ipj>etites, we weie 
much amustd till our aiinal at Ihdbc c ; anolhti small 
town, about three stages ayd a h^lIK mini Havie. 

The entrance into Bolbtx is veiy prctuicsque, as we pass 
through ♦ a tsoit cffc.iavinc which is cxtieincly lomaiitic. 
During our break f.isTt at this place, w^Ywcie waited upon by 
a most lively Fionch gill, whose vi\cJeity and fieedom oi 
manner gieatly suipiizecl our hmghsh ^imipanion, it being 
Ills first visit to this couiiliy. In no ic-^pet^tv^io the 1‘unch 
differ f I oiri us so widely as in the tjtatmenr <f On ii .(r- 
vaiits; for though it veiy i^icly occui^ in England tiiat a 
master is accused of Uaing a domestic with (’im'dty, }ct we 
are fai fiom peimilting that familiai^iy whicli is constantly 
found heie between the head of a fami!} and Lis attend- 
fints. 

From Bolbcc we pr^c'^eded to Yvetot, where we dined. 
On the load we passed over a fine chainpaiii country in a 
high state of cultivation, and afioidingthe fan promise of a 
most abundant harvest. A melancholy sensation lo pio- 
duced by contemplating the number of geiitlt*men'& seats 
How in tuin^^ Wn!ch are parsed on tins toad ; formerly the 
property ff «those who weie obliged to foisake then* coun- 
Wve become the victims of the guilloltne : and 
is still augmented by beholding what was 
ptcHwKr 4nt^e the abode of njunifioence and hospitality, 
HoikraKupied by a labourer, al: peihaps the lesidence of* 

0 



iin arti^^ic on hf/gncsJ^ Wc aho passed a convent \^hicli is 
nVvv a part of the national domains, and inhabited by a 
farmer who rents the land aboiij it. \^thout incurring the 
lislv being accusAl^of irrCtigion, wc may safely conclude 
that its prcbcnt occupier is as |vorthy*a member of society 
as was nie<iy a one oi his idle predecessors. 

The road from Yvetotjto Rouen is not parUcnlaily in-^ 
teresting till we reach Marom^p, the valley of which is ex- 
ceedingly beautiful ; it i%'alled to my mind scenes which I 
had beheld in South Wales. If we had, anived a little 
soone r ill the neighbourhood, oi^r view of the country 
would have been considerably Sioiil^xfended; but our loss 
was amply compensated by a tint of sombie red, which the 
departure of the sun had thrown over the aurroanding ob- 
jects. is impossible fo conc^v^^l^ pumber of country- 
hoy^e? w'hich ctnbellis*h this charm spot; as it appears 
to be tht.,|ii?bllidin of every por^t3ir1§ngaged in commercial , 
pursuits ill the city, to have a^ilace wmerc he may breathe 
the pure air of so delightfuj a valley. We afnved here 
about nine O’clock, \ery much**pleased with our d!itrance 
into this place, jet sonviwhpt fatigued ,‘^'nd posscbsiliifiM 
sUong inclination for our^uppei. 

I 

Pffrh, 1802 * 

Wc reached the capital j'esterday evetji.ii%, ait^ passing; ‘ 
through a most/jilelWatful country;, a description of which 
you shall receiv/^injHuc orderj^ after being made acquainted 
with the town and, "its environs whence my last letter was 
dated. 

The same picture which I sent you of Havr%*de*Grace 
will be tolerably faithful in ^some points wdth lespcct to 
Rouen ; ns there was verj' little attention paid at its foun- 
dation, cither to the width of its streets or the regularity of 
its houses. The place however has been muth^im proved of 
late yeats> , by two beautiful foWs of trees on each side of 
XI ro^id that liearly surrounds it ; an advantage the more felt 
by its ihWifitants, as this was formerly the site of a ditch 
which added very little to the safety, and much Icls to the 
salubrity of its inclostre. 'JThough I am not an advocate 
for the preservation of relics, nor could ever reconcile my- 
self to the superstition which so powerfully reigned in the 
ci-devant Gallican church, I own ri^at on entering the vene- 
^rable cathedral of Rouen; 1 felt a sensation of ar^ct and 

' ♦ Brkk-iifU^cr, literally an in hrkhs / in France^ tvan the «ho«^ 
blacks call tbcmji^ves artists, 

WILLIAMS.! 
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commiseration at beholding the ravages which had been ' 
committed by the villains who were at the head of afi'aii*s 
during the sanguinafy reign of Robespierre. Its architec- 
tural symmetry they fortunately could not easily dc&troy, 
otherwise this would certainlf have met with the same fate 
as the superb paintings and t'ostly ornaments for ivhich the 
edifice was formerl}^ so celebrated. The cathedral was.d'is- 
tmguished also for a bell called Georges d'Amboise, w hich 
occupied a tower built from emol^Jmenfs. produced by the 
sale of indulgences granting the permission to cat butter in 
Lent, This Famous beiJlj(thc largest in France), and a very 
extensive set of musical chime's, have met wdtli a similar 
fate the bells of Havre, and others in the republic. The 
pilferers, I believe, had modesty to leave one bell in 
each of the chnrchcs^r Ihis coudoscension was not the 
effec,t of a religious j!^"iny^ple; as their ^>1 mcc.s 
worship were, till the estabL hinentof ilie con^iil<^!e, cither 
occupied^by troops, or wholl^. closed ; and the bell was left 
to souni the. tocsin to the hbrr\jrs of their diabolical system 
of^murder. 

otheredifices worthy of nttpntion in Ronrn» are, the 
fehtji’ch calfed Si. Ouen, which/zls a noble monument of 
i^othic architecture; the (j(Ul palace ;^an ancient edifice in 
the Place la Purclie, on which we perceive, in bas-relief, 
the, meeting of FTa;pcis L and our Uiniry Vlll. ; the palais 
dje juHke, the custom-house, the eham-c, the chambre des 
comptes, and tiie different m;W<et«place\ 

'Vou have doubtless heard of the bridc^^of boats which 
connects the two banks of the Seine at liou^i. 1 need not 
say lliat sp singular an object excited mncli of my curiosity, 
and bccaino the first to which 1 paid a visit after my arrival 
ihere^ It consists of boats about the size of the coal-barges 
ou the Thames, fastened together with chains; and the 
road over them is actual lyiyaree/, so that carriages pass with 
the greatest safe4:y. This idea was suggested m conscr 
quence of the riv^r?s 'being subject to great llopdiij which 
, had previously carried, a-way a bridge of stone. i%e present 
comor^ajaicatipivis stilt often impeded in the \vittter a» ,the 
|)eople arC; obliged to open 4 passage for the ice, which 
Oth^vifise, would destroy ilie boats. This bridge was erected 
imthe year 

? Jt the cqptse of my rambles through the town of 
cbfihce conducted me to a square in which I could not help 
hlpehihg for the credulity of> nvy countrythen ; it* was the 
spot where sacrificed thej|.Maid of Orleans, Joan of 
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Arc, from whom it is Aamed.* After examining the statue 
Vrectcd to herv memory, and to perpetuate the cruelty of 
Me$$iet(7$ les Jrtglaisy 1 hurried froiiih the place (I need 
not acid) sensations far from ei\viablc^v^sensations which are 
veryVuitural for cA^cry Englishman to i‘eel on seeing this 
monument of the Superstition and cruelty of' the nation to 
which he'* belongs, • 

. Here is also a miraculcpis well, * (if w as pretended) 

^:prung up on the very spot where the Maid was burnt, im- 
mediately ^fter the excfcation ; but xtnfor Innately it came 
some minutes too late to extinguish the fire, and prevent 
Siieh a horrid catastrophe. 

The inhabitants *of Rouen," mo^ |'larticu]arly the mer- 
chants, have suffered greatly by the revolution. The^e 
latter, to which class the princmal inhabitants belong, have 
had, in addition, to.eftcounra iScg^Atfiiculties of a war that 
h?* "'^jjirly ^uinihiliiied their cJinniSrc'e ; the port now, how- 
ever, begins to bear the appe<^Tll?c of returning prosperity, 
and promises an ample reco'^pence to the industrious in*-' 
habitants. ' ' 

In conse(]uence of my two fHlowv travellers bein'^ obliged 
to depart for Pans bctyre»I hud satisfied niy cuiiosity io 
Rouen, I suffeiecl theiij^io proceed without me; and did 
not resume my jouriny till thc%2lst instant, with the inten- 
tion of meeting them again in^the metropolis. And now, 
my dear friend, I cannot sufficient! ju lament my inability 
to describe, eitlieiyvvlth my pencil or ftiy pen, the beautiful 
scenery which perpetually presented itself, as I traversed 
the banks of the Seine till 1 reached this great- city. To 
enumerate c&fch individual spot where I was delighted by 
the prospect, would be an endless task ; for no^^sooner had 
I recovered from the sensation produced by one charming 
view, than another and another produced the same effect in 
rapid succession. J cai]^not, however, omit to mention the 
soft scenery from Gailloii tp Vernon, the*bwdge of w^hich 
latter place offers a fine subjject to the painter on entering 
the town, 

Tlifeiite is nothing particularly remarkable on leaving Ver- 
ron, till we reach ^ small village called Hanaft feois^ the 
descent into which forms a most beautiful eonp d*alT5i^ the 
scene. ^ The surrounding country is coveted with vines, 
which are so much destroyed by the coW winds that there 
, not the smallest prosp^ect of their yielding any fruit 

^ ik kJPurelle (the Stjuarc). 

B ^ 



XVILXVAMS*^ TK’A'^'EtS 

year; and it is miserable to see the cultivators «Vf ilioui, 
who even in the best stjasoiis are poor, toiling at the plant^^ 
which require as inucAi labour as when their bianchcs {;re 
lojided withYruit. fjardy iifust that racf of people b(j)f'\vliO 
can endure such with hunger , staring them in the 

face ! ' 

. But let me condm^i you from the contemplation of such 
wretchedness, ibroYigh the b^^autiful valie y of Trie) : where 
we discern corn-fields^ gardens, and vineyards, on a gentle 
declivity, till they reach the banks of the Seine oil one side ; 
while on the other there is the richest and most extensive 
valley that 1 ever bel'NbJtl, ^As I pursued my journey, the 
sun was so powerful, that the heat became almost insup- 
portable : there w'as not a cloud to be seen in the atmos- 
phere; a circumstancq whkfe, adde(l to the nature of the 
country, brought toTTfT’^miir^ the ItaliUn landscapes w hich 
I had so often con rein rapture jn EftglaiifflT^nd 

the originals of which 1 havd so much wished to f isii. 

The entrance from St. Germain into Paris is extremely 
grapd ; as the road is lined fpr a considerable distance with 
row's of trees which terminate in^ the Louis XT, 

,novi Piuce de la Revolution, in*fro)-uot whicii we olf^erve 
the magnificent palace and garden^ of the 'ruillei ics. 
whole spectacle is so striking, that one cannot but form at 
once a strong idea of the splendor of Paris ; but this aliii- 
sion is completely ^i^sipated the moment one beholds the 
narrowness of its streets^ the want of \ccominodation for 
those who arc obliged to walk through them, and the un- 
cleanliness perceptible in the generality of itYuhabicants. 

Parisi June 29 , ISOQ. 

I have* now resided a week in this interesting iiu tro- 
polis, which abounds in subjects worthy the attention of a 
foreigner. - I caunpl but regret v\y not having visited the 
scene previously to the many revolutions wliich it has wit- 
nessed during the last ten years; as the comparison with its 
present state, though in^many instances painful, mijai heave 
been greatlv productive of information to aily one travielling 
for 4tisfc'»purpose of studying mankind.. Much as I have 
been ^paused during my rambles through this place, y^t 
there. was scarceljr a step which I took that did noliirecal to 
iny ixiiind a transaction reflecting little honour oh the Frencli 
, nation ; but when, from the centre of the Place de la Revo-^ 
I was admiri/ig the beautiful objects which surround- 
ed niO; and was tmd that the v^y spot oh which X stood 
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tvas stained , with the^ streams of blood shed by order of 
^^lose sanguinary wretches who govbi ned France during the 
^*ign oi terror^ 1 felt a mixture of xjuiignation and h^HTOt 
not to he descril^ed :-^horrof in reff^cting that so much' 
cruniy could e.dst in this enlightened period ; and indig- 
nation at a people who, while ti»ey were bravely combating 
the extc^ial etiemies of theirVoiintrv, could tamely sul^r 
tiiemsclves to be biitcher«d bv a horde of monsters^ This 
squaie is i:\ front of tlne palace of the Tuilleries; the builds 
coiinnenced in lo64, by Catherine of 
iViedicis, rrom the de sign of Philibert de Lorrne : it was 
continued by Henry IV. ; arid^ni.fiiiii(l,in U# reign of Lewis., 
AIV. from the designs of Leveau and DUbay. 'I’hough it 
forms a iiiedlcy of architectur/, the whole together is ex- 
tremely magnificent. ^ 

Mv next visit was to the' 

f(K:L'd'\fioij^f wd)ich was laid m ibjFtime of Francis I. about 
the year Henry 11, Itjjp S(5n, cotuiniicd it, from the 

de.s'ign of Pierre Lesedt; apd^with the assistance of Jcuti 
f^ongeon, who executed the .yulptme. The grcci^gaii'erv 
winch joins the Louvre to the I'uilleris, w^as coifiplclei 
imdcr Charles IX. HenJv W. Lewis XTlI. and liis succes*^ 
^ov. It was (luring the ^'rtile reign of this last monarch, 
that the new Louvre was finisl^d ; iucliiding the inagnifi* . 
evnt Jafadc which fronts Saint Gcrpiain TAuxerrois^ of 
which Claude Pcrrault was the architect. 

1 he palace of Luxembourg “Dow claimed my attention ; 
as well as the gardens, which have recently undergoti« 
great altcrati(uis. This palace was commenced in Hilo, by 
orch r of Mar/ of Medicis, from the design of lactiues des 

Brosses. 

After view ing the Luxemb<Jurg, I proceeded to the Palace 
of the Tribunate^ formerly Pabu*e Koval, which was com-»« 
nienced by order of carchnal Richelieu in K5'2^9. It passed 
into tlie hands of Lewis XJIK and Lewis XlV* and became 
inheritance the property of the duke of Orleans, wh0 
suffered' so justly for his crimes by fiie hands of the execu- 
tioner, , The garden in front is newly olantq ^ ; and the 
buildings which surround it contain every tlung^fcwB^'aii 
excite the curiosity of the stTanger, or provoke the appetite 
of the voluptuary. The arched way wh^ch encompasses 
this garden, consists of shops of every description, whicK 
receive light from a hundred and eighty arcades* It iii,- 
frequented by people of every situation lifCi and of ever^r 
nation } and toward the eY|ning, by an iiAjpense number of 
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females who make a traffic of their diharms. Nothing can 
the medley to Ws met v/ith in thiti walk ; and the 
stranger is obliged freo/eiuJy to repeat his visit to the hus^ 
ifCeoey before be getifihe better of the astonisluoerit which 
it excites in his mind. • 

The Pjflace of Justice is particularly Vorth notice. Its 
origin cannot be traced: suffered twice by fire/; once in 
16 J 8 ^ and the second time in 17^16; but was rebuilt^ ho)iy* 
ever, by order of Lewis XV[. ^froin a design of Desinaisons. 

The Bourbon Palace, now Palace*^' the Legislative Body, 
was commenced in 17^2, from the designs of Girardin and 
and LassurancCjji^and^tiijij^eckby Jacques Gabriel. It high- 
ly merits observailfton. 

The cathedral of Notre v Dame is so celebrated, that I 
need only mention its hein^puilt on the ruins of a temple 
constructed in the the year SOo. 

Clovis, and Robert repaired it; anf^ PhiUji-Au- 

gustus completed it in tfreX^ar 1185. It^is cor^ifilfced as 
pne of the largest edifices in Kurope. 

The S/ohool for Surgery i^a Building worthy of attention. 
It w'as commenced under Lewis XV. and finiiihed by Lewis 
XVI. • t 

The cupola of the Ilalle aii BK* is remarkably curious. 
It was designed by Philil/^rt de Lorme, in the reign of 
Henry IL and executed oy Legrand and Molinos. The 
column on the outside was much frequented, as an obser- 
vatory, by Catherine of Medicis. T\his observatory also 
sbould not pass unnoticed. • 

My next visit was ^to see the collection of statues and 
fiictures which the French, wdth how niucH justice I will 
not mention, have acquired during the progress of their 
arms in Italy and Flanders;* and such collection is cer- 
tainly not to be met with elsewhere in the world. To de^ 
scribe to you minutely all its merits, would require powers 
that I do nbt possess ; and tor which, I presume, you are 
jaot sorry; I shall thereiore content rayself.witb saving, 
that the two statues which most particularly arrested iny 
latlen^tionj were the -Apollo of Belvidere, and Venus leaving 
It is very much the frshion to admire ll>e 
Jiytttk Gladiator, and the group of Xaocoon and his two 
.Clal&en devoured by Serpents: tb^y are, most assuredly, 

, !|neJy eatcjcuted ; but still you will not be astonished at my 

K^^af the corn-market. 
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'^ivinc^my suiiFi*age to the beautiful (Soddess jiist rising from 
fke water. . 

At tlie Jardin des Phmte$% there -is the best arranged 
scleAion of niiuerJlls^ fossils, and jyeserv-ed animals, that 
I ever saw. 1 possibly might have met a greater variety id 
the Britiuli IMuseum; but it cortainly cannot vie with this 
Tuitional insiituiion, in pojnt of preservation and order. The 
ISalional Library, the most valuable perhaps in the world,, 
is on u yer^’ c-xtensive scfile ; and is open three times a week 
to all persons witho ;t exception, a circumstance which 
must eoiitribnti' greatly to t^e gcjy|^p-al diffusion of know* 
ledge throughout the nation. There is’also, under the sam^ 


roof, an excellent collection of coins and medals; with 
anotlier of fjiints, which is of/the same unreserved access 
the Library, lor tbe'^benefitioi ?tilclents^ I am extremely 
pkyn‘'^d in tycamining a collectjpn of^nonumeiits which have 
been br .n^ght at a grjftt 'cxpence, and deposited int 

what was lately a convent o^‘'the Minor Augustins. They 
ve extremely well arranged^^nd occupy seven or eight 
i.ugc a[)aninei)ts besides a garden; each appurtment ilidi* 
r,'<riug a difierenr century a* tlte dale vff ihe oiigiitol erec* 
rioo <d' tht tombs wlin. tiit contains. Too much praise can- 
non l>e bestowed on c'. Lo Niir, who ffrrt suggested , this 
u'ca, and 'vbo has siili tnc /nanagvmcril of li e undertaking; 
c. iic lias restor'd i.licse iin(‘ pu ces ot* sculpture to nearly 
itjcir priu/iuve splendour, lu iWJihsfaiiding the ravages 
vsinr } they have undergone f#o»n ‘he race of modern (soths, 
who so lately inl'esied this country, 

'i‘bc Hotel (Us [nvalides;\ pnjecled hv il enry IV. and exe- 
cuted i)y Bruant and Mansard, is a bci dj -g wefl worth the 
attention of slrangcr^ ; as, ojfciusive ol iiie interest which it 
creates as an asyluni for those who have bravely fought this 
battles of their country, Jthat part of the buijding which was 
fonneriy a chapel, but is now converted intcf a receptac^ 
for tropbies.gained during the war, forms an object tmj|r 
enchanting. The idea is well conceived, for surely nothing 
can be more grateful to those veterans than to contemplate 
suOh convincing propfs of their children baviifg*p^5?£t§igd by 
the lessons which the}’' ga ,?them in the art of war. Among 
the numerous collection of standards taken from the eneniy> 
1 perceived two which formerly' belonged to the Briiish 
nation ; a circumstance rjather galling to the feelings of^aa 
Englishman, till 1 reflecietl that we ^;piiid produce hutt- 


* Botanlcrtl Garden.^ f Hospital oi"’ di^uvulid?* 



IVl WTtUAMb’^S TCtAvIlLSt 

drecls of tricolonrod in return. The •dome of tliis 

building is (xtremeij^ fine, nnd nothing can exceed ih^ 
beauty of the marble jitivemept ; but uitli all its elianns^ 
jieihon who knew its value had the greatest diHicuit^ to 
parekrve the latter from the jaeohinieal ravagers^ who wish- 
ed to bioak k into a thousanck pieces^ because it n'prescnted 
tKe arms of I'rancc. 

The Pcuuheon, destined to receive the relics of the great 
men of France, (commeiK'cd und«r Lewis XV, wlio laid 
the first slon<>, SeptcmibcT -i, 17t)4s) will be, if iL is ever 
liuibljcd, a most magnif^unt structure. At prc^uit it con- 
tains merely rlx* remains of J J. Koui,seau and Voltaire. I 
|>resume the Ireiu h natioM, by placing tin ^e two great 
characters .^o dose to CficliioUn r, were determined that, 
^Hhcr (lead or e/w, lht*j^ stmAd be oiV i^ood terms: and this 
design seems lo have J^mcoided ; foi they arc n(>\v^vci,y 
near neighbonj s, yci rrn^"JM><>m mutual abuse, an agree- 
ment whnh sehiom liuppcu^ (v 'daring their moiial can cr. 
U'he Parisians had also erected a monument in this place 
to I'^ecetvc the zeurtin/ remams of >Jarati but have vety 
propeiiy sl.cwn ihe*r abhoncu^i' of his jinnciph s hv de- 
stroying the tomb, and throwing his body^ on ,i dungliiii. 
Who knows hut at some fenre pcu’iod, should monarchy 
be ic:t< •rtd m Fiance^, Voltaire uud Kousscau may share the 
sauie fate. 

There is a verv good collection of paintings by^ Vernct, of 
the p nucipa] seaports of Frarrt*, in a inagnificeiU budding 
ill the Sipaue oi* Louis W , iormeily^ dcstiuc'd for the ov/zv/e-^ 
m€tiO/es\* In the same room too is a repiesenlation of the 
capture of Mie xVmbuscade frigate fiom the Juiglish (which 
the peison w ho explained tho diil'ercnt pictuies, wasp^ti- 
ticularly anxious that 1 should examine); with various mo- 
dels of ships. 

You w'ill now naturally expect ine to give you some in- 
fonuatiun respecting the picnch theatres, and i should l^e 
happy it 1 cOMld fully comply with your wishes on the 
subject; but as I am not sufficiently acoiiainled wdth ibe 
language** iw » be a competent judge of the merits pf^vthe 
lict^rs,"y'ou nnt>t content yourself witu a bare description 
-of tbd decorations. The principal theatre.s, which arc the 
Frazi^t'Ue and Fvydi^cu^ are spoilt by an attempt 
to liouian amphitheatre. This has a good efiect 

; but aa the comfort of the audience ought 


♦ iloyal Wailjroba. 
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to be consulted in preference to\lie eye of tlie actors; I 
Vyuist be allowed to disapprove tbcfpbin. Every box has on 
eaG|[i side a, large ^illar> whieli so^ompletely intcjreepcs the 
view' of those wdiv sit behind (ex^pt in the front boxes)> 
that they see no more of th<^ pcrfonnL is than if tire j wer^ 
at Consmntinople. The Jlieatres de .Loiivois' and the llaliati 
Opera are better constl^lCle^l, and infinitely more clean> 
than the two before-mentioned, which certainly are some** 
what ding*y. 

In iiiy opinion^ the French ballet is certainly far supe- 
rior to any thing of the kind fh Ei^^latid. it is represented 
in the I'hmtre des in which there is singing also ; the 

vocal performers appear, how/ver, to have such a rage for 
exerting their voices huyond t[W nat^irai pitch, that it often 
produces the ;Tiost pfiinfnl senfeatioi'^ imaginable to tire ear> 
afid i.;uy ctjled any -thini ' at harmony. The scene- 
shifters afe infinitely more ^/pert liere than ours in Eng- 
land ; and there is so iiuic 4 ^> 4 nore depth in the stage thari 
we have at the King’s Theutrt/iu the llaymarket, Thaf the 
effect is often wonderful: but on . t!»e other hand, thd 
opera-pit or boxes of tlie French cannot vie w ith ours in 
brilliancy. * ^ 

I have thus given you a hast^ sketch of the different ob- 
jects wdiich have fully occupied me siry^e I have been here 5 
but many months, and not merely a single week, arc re- 
quisite to give them all the utj:ealion which they merit- 

Paris, JidifO^O, 1S0«- 

1 was present at the fete in commemoration <ff the cele- 
brated 14th of July. The reyievv took place in tlie Square 
of the Carou/el, in wdiieli W'ere assembled about twelve 
thousand of the finest troops which France can produce. 
As soon as they were dnivvn up in a line, tTie»Firs>t Consul 
made his appearance, attended by a numerous train of 
aide$-de-cam*ps, &c. : among othci j was his favourite Ma- 
maluke, * who followed his fortunes from Egypt. After 
passing in front of each regiment, Bnon apgn tyiol^ ^^r ibu^ed 
prizes of honour to Ae different soldiers who had distin- 
guished themselves during the war : they then marched 
past him, and returned to their different^ quarters. The 
spectacle was truly beautiful in the aggregate ; and parti- 
cularly the corps of Mamelukes in thq^ costume of their 
country, added much to the brilliancy tjf it. On my re-^ 
marking the absurdity of Arming these E^ptians into a 
corps, I was told that the pfincipal view ot the First Consul 

WtJLl.lAMS,l .0 
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iu adopting lliis nicasu^, was the probable utility in bis 
invasion of tiiat cfJniijtrvY i hope he will have a bettc^r 
tCv’son for making his ,^e/k/wrf attempt, than he had foja'* at- 
tacking the Jint lime a country in perfect amity with 
France* , , 

I had a good view of Buonaparte on the Caroiizel, and 
also the next evening at the opeja; and I think there is 
little of the Ik'io displavcd in his physiognomy^ as in that 
of any man of distinction whom 1 ever saw. There is k 
great deal of pciiMVC cimqing (if I may be allowed the epi- 
thet) pictured in Ins eye ; ancJ, with great deference to such 
an exalted charactei^ something ot tlie assassin. During 
the whole time that I sat opposite to him at the opera, I 
looked in vain for a simile on his countenance : there cer- 
tainly was an eitanicn^of tke mouth when the people ap- 
plauded him on his cniirilfce; but it c< 4 ntai!ied Such a 
inixtire of distrust^ that it diavnot appear to issud from the. 
bottom pf his heart. 

In the evening there was*ii concert in the garden of the 
Tuilleries, for the 'amusement pf the sovereign people, and 
illuminations at the expence of goternment in the different 
squares; but the^c are, howirvei, given so often, that even 
the Parisians begin to grtfw tired of them; and many of 
the more rational think with myself, that it is extreme 
folly on the part of government, thus to expend the money 
that might be cm^iloyed to much better purpose. 

The Fh st Con^^ul has certainly many enemies at Paris ; 
but in coiisequcnce of restoring tranquillity and religion 
throughout the republic, he is much esteemed in many of 
tlic departraeiits. I'ho word% liberty ’’ appears to be all 
he bas left to the people of that possession : but iu doing 
this ho shews great knowledge of the national character; 
and indeed, ‘when we reflect on the horrid abuses which 
they have made of it during the last ten years, it is impos- 
sible not to agree witii him, that France is a nation adapted 
for no other than an absolute government* 

tills country, bavins^, suffered so much by 
jtuch a succession of revolutions, appear to be quite in a 
state of apathy as to what government is given them, pro- 
vided they raay^njoy quiet. Buonaparte has taken advan- 
tage of this disposition ; and bas modelled the present 
(about xhmtffth thcir^hc^A)' constitution, according to 
his own o{r what is best adapted to the nation wliom 

he governs^ flriw far lie has(j succeeded, posterity must 
judge; but if hi) reign shoula be durable, 1 think him 




capable of rendering France^ if fre^, at least powerful 

i;iy‘)nd example. • \ m r 

Ai order to shew you the arbitrlmy system that prevajls, I 
have only to cotimiunicate an anecdote which I received 
from ur^oubted auUioriiy. A very handsome young mpu 
in the army, the intiamte accpiaintance of a particular 
friend of mine, succeeded iu^gciininij: the good opinion of a 
beautiful ^ctress, for heart Lucien Buonaparte vvbft 

also a candidate. T!<e conseq^nce^ that the former re- 
ceived an order iVoin the ]r:in^s{e»(j|^ the police to go imme- 
diately to Brest, th^-re to embark to join the troops in the 
West Indies. He was under tjie necessity of obeying this 
summons: bur fortunately, on his arrival at Brest, the ship 
destined to take hiip An board was# not r<‘ady ; and in the 
mean lime great interest being made in his bcdialf at Pans, 
the order was r*calleii. [i is, unnecessary for me to make 
any comments on the above/ 

1 paid a visit, some few TbfVs since, to G- I 

believe you know : he has gofinto a serious trouble, being 
detained here as a state-pri>gjner in a soft of Bastile, called 
St. Pelagic. I had seen very little of him in England ; but 
knowing his brother, and fiudi^n^ a countryman in such an 
unpleasant situation, I proeurcuf afier some difficulty, per- 
mission to see liim in confineiricnl. ^ on ini^st remember 
his wild scheme of joiiiitig t’ne royaTists in La Vendee: 
from them he . received acompitny, and was appointed aide- 
de-camp to one of tlieir chiefs. This way of life he con- 
tinued till a superior republican for(‘e obliged the royalists, 
who had so bravely fought in defence of their king and 
tlieir religion, to capitulate p a general amnesty was the 
condition ; and as G called him.self a frenchman, lie 
was permitted to remain, in Paris unmolested. It was na- 
tural that bis princi()ai society there should (Tonsist of the 
royalist party ; in consequence of whicli, when it was dis- 
covered that this party were the ct)ntrivers of the plot of 
the^ Infernal Machine, G — - — was aricsted w i t h h i s fr i e n d s, 
and has now been closely confined c igh teeif^ ino n t» jh- 

<out a trial. H« has ot’ten wAitcn to the minister of police, 
requesting that either his innocence or ^mlt might UQ 
brouglit to proof; but has received no answer. 
nisler also Irijis claimed bmi since the peace, as a Bn^isu 
subject; but all that he could obtain in return, was 
signature styling himself one of the royabjt aimy. , 1 lave 
jbad a long conversation vvi^i our minister cyaiceining him ; 
and as the former seems mtich interested in his fate, and 
]has promised to use his utmost for inducing his government 
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to apply in strong terinsHor his release, I hope G 

shortly be set at liberty. f • , 

It was generally imag^iecl that on the feurteenth, Buona- 
parte would hav(' been proclaimed Consul for life : but now 
1 .iniderstand that this is to bt^ postpoiied till his Ivrth-day, 
tyhich takes place next month ; in consequence of which 
there is to be another fete, that is considerably to exceed 
the one ol'Avhich 1 have just given you a description- How 
frivolous must a nation .bo, who can be governed and 
amused willi such nojis^Se'! ^ 

Many of our countrymen were presented to the chief 
magistrate of the republic^ and were all most graciously 
received by the man who is known to^hate us cordially. Few 
are more capable thaft himself of disguising their sensa- 
tions; or, if we may believe Report, of penetrating into, the 
designs of others. ‘ ‘ ^ , 

Paris, Jag. 10, 180(2. 

l hav? not hitherto sent y^m any observations on the pre- 
sent state of society .at Paris, as you may conceive that a 
residence of two mo^rths among a people, cannot fnrnisii me 
with perfectly correct ideas on the subject. 1 understand, 
however, this has now bec^hne a favourite topic of conver- 
iiation in England ; and sl/buld therefore feel myself deli- 
Client, were 1 longer'to defer sending you what I have been 
able to collect concerning it. 

To begin exLerniilly. In tfheir dress the men are imitat- 
ing us as much as they can, in which they succeed toler- 
ably well in tlie evening; but have such a beastly habit of 
pomiug rlown to breakfast in a loose great coat, a dirty 
shirt, and unshaved chin, that it will require a long time 
before they can make good their pretensions to the clean- 
liness of an Ei>glishman. The women are little snperipr to 
them in ihis'^Vespect : in tlie frequent tisc of the bath, how- 
ever, they might perhaps give a lesson to our British ladies. 

The principal socieiy consists of such merchants and 
hankers as have been able to weather the revolutionary 
orBir'^Vmigrant noblemen wl^o have beeii permitted 
tn return to ih^ur country, and of people who have made 
rapid fortunes ^n taking advantage of the general devasta-r 
tion : to these may be added the generals >yho have en- 
eed themselves hy levying contributions on the conquered 
ooinitries./ vFrom^tbe tir.st of the above classes, having it 
m their p^.ver, foreigners.receive the greatest civiftty; 
<(S they hfK^e generally an Interest in their alteniions to 
I believe we must not impufe this to genuine hospiUility* 
Mobi oi tbem have a country-house in the neigh, bourhoo'd 
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of the metropolis, to which they iVtirc from tlie fotifrues of 
co^imerce on Saturday, till riio f|llovvi!ig Monday : jhe in- 
tervening day generally allotved to the reception of 
strangers, and on this occasion tlicy vie with each other in 
the niagiiilicence of their repjfsts. 

The second class, thiiugh much reduced in their circum- 
stances, are still considered tvilh respect, and looked up to 
as models* oF good hi(^‘ding. During the last five years 
republican ferocity u .urj»ed ih^^lacc of polished manners, 
and a savage behaviour was jidiy*^*! instead of that polite- 
ness for which the French wye formerly so justly cele- 
brated; but as tranquillity reuirns, brutality of manners 
gradually ceases, and ,the nobility seem to have brought 
back that urbanity which fled with f hem into foreign lauds. 

The thigd class i\re peopled without citficr principles or 
manners^ vvlio*alfect the eharacU‘r ©f getftieiiicn, without 
having the only means of’ iTj^cpming such, a good edncaiion. 
They endeavour, by iinusuUl y^agnificence, to dazzle ^heir 
neighbours, who, however, cannot forget that they ori^ia- 
ally sprung from a dupgliilK 

The fourth class consists of men who have pillaged tht? 
countries that were* so unfortunate as cither to make a fruit- 
li'ss resistance to tlu‘ir arms, or to place tluuusMves under 
their protection : they liavc mostly risen from the ranks, 
and consequently arc not men of education or general in- 
telligence. The majority kx^k with an eye of jealousy ou 
the fortunes of the First Consul ; but wisely refrain frotu 
expressing ilieir feelings too publicly, concerning one who 
has it in his power to (io tlieni so much mischief. 

Kespecting the female parfof the inhabitants of the re-* 
public, they still are, what they ever have been, very much 
ofi their good bekaxiour previous to matrirfioyy, lor which 
restraint they make full amends afterwards ; giving way then 
to the vilest coquetry (to call it by no harsher term) tliat can 
be conceived by due who has never'Iived among llv*m. Jn 
their coiiversafid^J^i however, they are Hvely^ pfac .: ^ant, aid, 
in mariy inistauces, informed ; though the generality of 
them wish, by very superftmal knowledge, to make their 
hearers believe them irmch better read thai* they really are. 
I Nvonld tlierefore choose them rather as an amusemeiit for 
my early years, than companions for my future days; and 
yvhile 1 [)ay this tribute to these agreeable foreigners, 1 can- 
not refrain from giving lhe%penriapent pahij^to the virtues 
pf my fair country women. * 

Too much censure cannot be passed on that liberty (or 
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rather licentiousness) ofc, speech, which is so generaf;^'^ 
adopted in France by fiieiiiof every description in the 
society of females. 'Fliis will over be th^case in a oou/itry 
where a hon-mot is a jusiification for the ^utmost indecency 
ofrcxpression, and where the h>west ribaldry is no pi;eventioii 
to telling a story that luis some ppint. Such conversation 
is not only listened to, but in® many instances encouraged, 
by the French women ; and often serves as a lc§$()n to the 
younger female branches^. of the ianhly. Beioro 1 take 
leave of the sex, 1 /hem the justice to say, that 

during the last ten years- they have displayed^ on many 
occasions, a coura,«;e and agoodtie>s of heart truly heroic; 
sacrilicing every comfort to relieve the miseries of a rela- 
tion in prison; and bitiving the risk pf being included in 
the number aboht to suffer, order to save a parent from 
the Ii;mds (jf tiie exeeiitiorK'r* # 

In no !iation on earth tlo tlil^ \vomcn enjoy more liberty 
thag iiiJhance, 1 mean the |>^ar.ied women ; as they gene- 
rally have their own plans of amusement, while the hus- 
buici timls his aw.iy fiom the ilu)soin of his family. Wc 
thertiore rarely fltul here that doin.eslie comfort ao often to 
be met with in o-ii-own, i\ circunislance which appears 
singular to an Eiu»'iishman,® is that of the husband’s iu‘ver 
giving his arm to in?p with in public ; and if I may judec of 
others by myselt’, we feci ourselvts very aiikward at milling 
pn the lady’fl glove, or assistmg her at her toilet. These, 
however, are ail necessary accomplishments to those who 
wish to be^ well received hy jnada me : and as I never wish 
to be ibe last in attentions to the fairer part of the creatio n, 

I have with some diftieulty beeoine quite a proficient in the 
art; though f always put up a vsileiu praj'er, tliat none of 
my Englisli friends may catch iqe in the frivolous .occu- 
pation. 

Respecting the amusements to be met with in this place, 
.considering them as area ns which are of the utmost im- 
P?»'ia nee forming a good or bad society, I may venture 
snWe the destruction of Sodom, there never 
jpxisted a town so highly c£iloulaied ib corrupt the morals 
of the people. b^ilieve no one of my acquaintance will 
give me the character of a cynic ; but 1 assure vou tliat the^ 
description which I have heard of the scenes of dissipation 
§0 universal at Parris, could not be listened to without a 
^strong, sensation of horror. It will ever be found, that 
^here large stxfieiies arc formed, there wnll also exist more 
frequent scenes of dissipation ^han are to be niet in the 
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tr1|»re retired walks of life ; but wjhen we hear of the most 
unnatural crimes being com^iiiu^ at every corner of rhe 
«trA?ts with irnpuiyty, we only wonder that the punishuienUj 
I which have fonnwly b( cn inflicted on them are not conti- 
nued by the hand of heaven, t 

i have thus endeavoured to i^ive ^ou an imperfect sketch 
of the people vviih whom I am now living; but as my stay 
among them will beof#soiiio duration^ and a more perfect 
knowledge of them^Mjl naturalK^ ensue, it is piobable that 
1 may find the idea winch yow formed in some 

instances erroneous. 1 have theybiore only to promise you, 
that as these change, von shall cmtainly be made acquainted 
with the circumstmice. 


» Paris, Au^. 18 , 1802 . 

Since wrfVing«ny last, I 1kiv<? paid a visit to rhe palace of 
W rsailles* which has all remains of flie ancient magni- 
ficence for which its court formerly so renownci. ^hc 
only sensation which its appearance wore cteat^es in the 
breast of the spePttator, is that of the iTvstability of human 
grandeur, as a cleath-ilke gloom prevtiils in every aspect of 
th(* building. • 

\ ersaiiles, before the revolutAn, contained eighty thou- 
sand inhabitants : the extent of its population now clues not 
e\('ced twenty-five thousand. It was formerly a miserable 
village, till Lewis XIIL bulit*a bunting-seat here, for the 
convenience of sporting in the neighbouring forests. 
Lewis XIV. w^as afterward much pleased with the spot, and 
raised the enormous pile wdiic^h forms the chateau ; from that 
moment Versailles dated lser*prosperity. Tlie palace and 
• gardens were commenced in and finished in lO'BO, 

while Colbert was prime njinistcr. Mansard. was the archi- 
tect, Lebrun the decorative painter, and Lendire planned 
and laid out the gardens both of the Versailles and (;»reat 
Trianon, the’palace^of which lattci^w'as also designed bv^ 
Mansard. The Liule Trianon was built by order m 
t^ewis XV. from lhc^ y|| si6^n of Gabriel. 

The best purpo'^e tlmhichihe palace of Versailles could 
be notv employed, is thatoT an university, as it is a conve- 
nient distance from Paris, where the best masters might be 
procured, while its site is in a spot which could not tail to 
ensure heallli to its inhabitants. The frent of this magni- 
ficent building toward the g^den, occupies a very great ex- 
tent, and consists of two iramense wings, between wdiich 
the body of the palace pi^jects very considerably, anc 
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Appears by no means proportioiiate. Nothing but 
extraordinary number of^its ipnner residents, and the bfil*- 
liaucy which attended ibeir every moy^neiit, could kave 
given life to this stupendous pile. r 

Many of the rooms are n/yw filled up with a few shells 
and stuired iiionUeys, which are called a museum for the 
entertainment of the citizen?, wtio are requested, in the 
name of theorist by printed papers ,«;tuck up in every corner 
of the a[)urtin‘ents, not to injure these precious relics. Some 
good paintings, lioweve^, '-oliceted here from the different 
churches, vvhicli tht*.sm\^7■c;g;^ people in their wisdom thought 
proper to destroy. There is^also in this building a most sump- 
t\ious opera-house, which was fitted up for the marriage of the 
late king, and than which nothing can be better calculated to 
give an ideaof the splendour that universally prevailed during 
the ancient monarchy. We. saw the bed-cipimber of the late 
queen, from wiiich si.e so narrowly escaped being uiassac^red 
by the banditti, who forc^niheir way into tlie palace : 
among tliose wretches, we ^ read with horror the Jiame of 
Or leans, who, in the dress of a \voman, imstigated this band 
of murderers! Humanity shuddets on viewing the spot 
where the gardes da corps were butchered in defending the 
3ives of their august chargti ; hut when we find ourselves in 
the same room where these monsters filled the queen’s bed 
with the stabs esf their poinards, thinking they had not 
given her time to escape, it ijtnot in the power of language 
to furnish sufficient epithets of detestation. 

I was much pleased with a small summer residence to 
which the'* queen was extremely partial; it is called the 
Little Trianon. The grounds at this place are laid out 
quite in tlie English taste; and there arc huts dispersed 
about them in, groups which add much to their beauty. It 
was to this place that Marie Antoinette used to reiiie with 
her select parties of friends; and during their stay, each 
individual was in the c/^stume^ and adopted the manners, of 
'"stpme fancy character. A hut was a.llpxted to each, cones- 
ttr4^H5 or her part in a ; for instance, one 
representing a mill, a cottage, a'^isonage, &c. This 
amusement used to continue sometimes two or three days. 
Scandal adds, tnat hither the unfortunate queen wns jiccUs- 
tomed to, bring the object of her amours. 

There is; also another building in the neighbourhood, 
called Itk^preat Trianon ; but the only things worthy of 
remark|^^"re, arc the park, and a corridor supported by pil* 
lars of vety fine marble. 
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S bc wa<er-\n)rks at Versailles are very well wotth seeing ; 
igh I am informed, that sinoe the revolution they 
havQ|been so much neglected,* as, not to be comparable in 
^plendour to their l^mer state. 

^ The neighbourhood of Versailles is exlreineTy heatitifu}/ 
though an excursion in its wootls is not attended with tlW 
same satisfaction as when# they weie#kept in order for the 
ancient court. But they arc still interspersed with pic- 
turesque views, and wiTI amply recompense .any person 
^ho feels inclined to expltne the* environs of this ancient: 
seat of royalty. ^ * 

In my return I paid a visit to St. Cloud, which Buonaparte 
has fixed on for his residence. ' In this choice I should^ 
have perfectly agreed #yith him; as the spot combines a 
certain magnificence,* with a degrec^of corm^ort which is 
rarely to be met with in princely Jiabilaiions. An 
immense jnumb#r of workmen are employed to' fit 
it for the reception of tkio first Conaul ; wlio per- 
haps has partly been induced t<^fix on this situalioif^ fi^mt 
its having been here that he fiist plaqpd himself in the 
kingly seat of the hoitse of Bourbon on the 18th Bru- 
maire. The sijte commands a beautiful view of Paris 
the Seine, which river is handsomer ber^ than at any othA 
place that 1 have vviu^essed in the neighbourhood olT 
Paris. • 

Saint Cloud was founded by Oodoald, one of the grand* 
sons of Clovis: it was here that Henry HI, was 
nated by the Jacobin monk Jacques Clemem. The palactr 
was almost rebuilt during the reign of Lewis JCVi, 
was purchased by the late queen from one of the king’''^i 
^brothers. • 

Since my last 1* have also paid a vi-it to the valley of 
Montinorency, which is <i sno|t dibtauce fwDin.this place. 
Near the town of that nameds tlie ancient bouse of the 
celebrated author of the New Eloisa ; to which I paid my 
respects^ not in consc<|pcnpe of the ^effect whicl^the sex^ 
timente of that author have' pioduced in tj^virorld, btC 
henmst it was the jjj^itation of a man sorenowned Ai 
every park of France* L wtft shewn the favorite spot to 
which Kousscjau used to retire, and where^it is supposed 
timt several voiomes of the New Eloisa wete composed. 
It commands a most ^t^auiiful view of the valley, teimU 
Bated by cKstant hitb; wbicb,^ with a lar^e piece of r^ater, 
represent in miniature' thos^ native scenes of ^^itzcrlund, 
m beloved by vtlmt romantic writer. I was a^eoompamed 
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in this excursion by my French master, uho is a 
admirer of Rousseau; and in consequence of his wisPes,. 
Mve have dined in the ^hacte of the very tree wbidi/rhad 
often screened Jean Jacques from rays of the sun*^ 
During our repast, he frequently asked me whether 1 did 
not feel my ideas expand,® on reflecting we tr^d on the 
same ground which Iv'id once been pressed by so great a 
man; to which f frankly replied, that owing to the natural 
foflrseaess of my sensations, the onfy one I iclt^^at the mo- 
ment was that of extreiue hunger produced b}' the purity 
of the air which circuk'tt^ n^und us. This reply produced 
the exclamation so comirron in the month of every French- 
man: Mon Dkuy que ksylnglais sont froids!"* 

, Tours, Jug. 27, 1802. 

You perreiveby the date of this, that I [jave fulfilled 
niy intention Of proceeding southward. We reached this 
place ycsteiday, after a verynleasant journey of four days 
from ^^aris. I was accomp?ni^ by and whom 

I accidentally met at Faris, and who agreed to proceed 
with me as far as Tours. As we w^ne not pressed for time, 
we took the road through Fontainhleau, which we wcic 
given to underbtand was infinitely more interesting tlian 
the direct one to Orleans.'' 

Wo arrived early in the day at Fontainhleau, after pas.v* 
ing through a fertile and pleasing country. There is a 
great deal of fine savage scenery in the forest, which seems 
perfectly calculated for the retreat of a banditti; but we 
did not hear that it was infested by those gentry, the road 
not being sufficienily frequented to make it worth their 
attention. Th^ town of Fcnuainbleau bears the marks of 
of a place which has known better times: as there are 
many excellent houses in it, btiA these have been depopiK- 
lated by life revolution ; which has deprived the town^of 
its grand support, the ancient court. J>wis XVL was 
very fond of this place; and used to pass much of his 
lime here inhunting wild boars, in which its forest tlthoimd!* 
\d. The palace is* a fine ycnerabl^a simcture, anil'' forms 
a motley collection of different sorts of architecture*'; 
ndecd in this respect it may almost serve for a chronolq^ 
gical tabic of the kings or France from the time of ks 
original founder; as each monarch has ad4ed something to 
^ , and to transmit to pot»terity his^ addition 

in the the cWtury which he reigned. It wtui- 

undqr the reiga of i^ewis VlL Francis k 
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^amcnted it much'in 1540, with the labours of Fran§ois 
J^iinatue, a ceUbiat^d Italian painter. Henry iVy Lewis 
XSIi, and bis successors of*ihe same name, considerably 
enlar£j:ed die ch^Uu. It was bcie that Christina, queen 
of Sweden, ordered Monaldechi, her gentleman of the bed- 
chamber to be assassinated^ in 1644, I'liis palace had 
sufl'ered much by the Jtiands of modern barbarians; 
particularly the chapel, uhlih we were informed was vefjr 
magnificent before thS.r^n-olution. Government has now 
established a military school m the cMfeau, Thetinvn con- 
tains 7i459 inhabitan’5. • y ♦ 

The next morning we left Fontainbleau, to proceed to 
Orleans, but met nothim? interesting on the road. In 
passing the forest, we vvere again delighted with some beau- 
tiful scenery, which* gained much ^y a rising sun. The 
country between Foniainbleaij and Oilcans generally fer- 
tile, but ^binly inhabited ; the load tolera'bly good. The 
entiancc into Orleans is pleasing; and the number of little 
neat boxes scattered among ^jlie vines, give a lifte^to^the 
scene, and render it truly picturesque^ On our arrival at 
Orleans, wc, had only tiin^ to take a turn on the bridge, ’ 
whi(’h Ls very neat, and has a well-built street (the only one 
111 the place) leading to it. There is a walk shaded by trees 
in the town, on a terrace wbi A commands a remarkably 
line view ; the caihcdral also, particulff/ly two of its towers, 
is well worth observation. 1 need not observe to you, that 
thib was the native place of the famous Joan of Arc, who 
saved the town by her courage, in heading the troops in a' 
sally against our countrymen who were besiegjng it. la 
commemoration of the event, it is now proposed to raise a 
^statue to her memory, and to*fonn annually a procession of 
the constituted authorities on the anniversary of her birth. 
The town includes ti(hOQ() inhabitants J^ntt is remarkable 
for its antiquity, ll is supposed to nave been raised to the 
rank of a city by Anrelian, whose name it took. It came 
into ttie possession of the French fn the reign of Clovi^ 
after Ipre defeat of Siagrius ; thecoHsequenct^* vrhich wp 
the destruction of the4loman domini^l^ in iPaul. * / 

The day after ouf^ arrivnl*at Orleatife; we proceeded to- 
ward Blob, where we arrived about ndoi^ I was much 
disappointed in this journey, as I bad been told the road 
was beautiful : but owing tp the dryness of the season, the 
I/oire was almost without water; and the vines were so 
acorched, that the prospect was far from being pleasing 
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Here I mast remark, that few counties afford so 
Variety in scenery, as those wholly devoted to the cultiva- 
tion of the vino. I had fornfed a notion that they v^y 
much resembled our hop-gardens in England, than which 
nothing can be more delightful when the plant is in flow^er : 
instead of which, the vines are seldom suffered Ao grow 

f Ugher than three feet, or three and a half; and when the 
caves begin to lose their voruure, they give to the country 
an appearance which is far fiom reh^^ing the eye of the tra- 
veller. ' 

Elois is famous for which was once the resi- 

dence of the ancient kmgs of France. Its structure 
strongly denotes antiquity, of which it is one of the best- 
jyreseived specimens that 1 ever saw. » It was in ^his chateau 
that the dui.e ol Guise, lurnamed, from^tbe effect of his mi- 
Jitaiy servit es, le i%as assassinated in by or- 

der of Henry III. "Jiie population of Bftis amounts tq 
individuals. 

The 'town is most villainous : the streets are dirty and 
nairow ; and as moiM. of them are situated on the declivity 
pf an extremely steep hill, it is ‘Impossible to ascend or de- 
scend in a carriage without encountering the danger of 
hi caking oneV neck^* ^ 

I must liere acquaint you with a circumstance which 
happened to our friecd B*’*'^* during our stroll round the 
town, and which made N**^**^** and myself laugh most 
heartily. B*^^**, in consequence of easing too many 
graf>es at Fontainbleau (for which fruit, by tne bye, that 
place is mucii celebrated), was very much afflicted with 
a pomplaint in his bowels, that proved very troublesome to 
him in travelling. On our afrivUil at Blois, finding himself 
rather easier, he conceived that he might venture to take a 
jJurn with us,to‘see thjB place ; btlt^alas! be liad hardly been 
us a quarter of an hour, before he felt such a strong ap- 
peal from dame Nature^ that be was under the necessity of 
■^eying bpr dictates without hesitation, A church- yard 
p^senting UaeJf, did not lose a moment jn taaing 

aOTaotage of tlris fortunate circumstmjfe. We liad scarcely 
turned our heads, before we heard our unfortunate friend 
(who did not speak a word of French) exclaim, '^Huloaf 
^hat the devil are you about On turning round, we trit- 
pessed a not^to be described ; B^**^**, with hia clothe^ 
loose, enjpjlpuring to prevent a French sentinel from ta^ 

* Marked nith cttjs and gaBhea. 
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»|g a\vay hisr hat, to which it seems the soldier was enii- 
tf|d, in consequence of B’**'**^*’**'^s having committed ua- 
d^nness near him. {loweter, on my explanation to the 
Sentry that my frtend was entirely .ignorant of the cnatoia 
of the country, w& compromised the matter for a piece of 
twenty-^mr sous. * • 

The road from Blois to Tours m^st be beautiful in sea** 
sons that do not dry up the Stream of the Loire. During o 
part of the way, ther e 1s_Qn one side a hill, on the declivity 
of which the counln peo^ have taken up their abode, 
which consists of an excavifibft «na«de in the sandy locic 
with little difficulty. The effect* produced by these suhrer* 
ranean habitations, is singular enough. The entrance into 
the town is very flue, , by a passage over one of the hand-r 
somest bridges in •France, whiph •has unfortunately had 
three of it% arches swept awuy^hy the torrent^ to which the 
Loire is s^ibject^n the dissolMog of the ice! l^he towers of 
the cathedral have a gpod effect as we approach the place; 
and the gland street into which we cntei after the 

bridge, is calculated to inspire the traveller with a very fa^ 
vourable opinion of tlje town. 

I must now quit yon, in order to deliver my letters of 
trocluction to some of the worthy inlmbitants ; and to re- 
quest them to inform me where* 1 can procu»e I'odgings, a$ 
the inn in which we are at present i^jiot sufficiently clean 
jto inspire ps with thp wish to opeupy it longer than is abso^ 
lulely necessary. • 

, , Tours f Sept. 10. 1808. 

I am settled in a French family here : ,pur society 
jconsists of a gentlema^ a lady, a little gir), an Englishman 
who speaks very goad Frencif, and yoqr humble servant ; so 
that it will (be niy own fault if 1 do not succeed in making 
myself a tolenible Frepoliroan. M presept tlje town is ex- 
tremely dull, as almost all the families are in the country, 
ivhere tljey.pass a great deal pf their time, more on the 
score of* economy than of pleasiirb. It is also necess^ 
that they should be preaept at the making th<yr very in Af- 
ferent wine, from ^ch they derive the Principal part*' of 
their I’evenue. Astlie gentleman of the qouse jn which 1 
Jive has a country-seat in the neighbourhood, we a>c to 
spend a nponth there soon, in order to assist at the vintage. 
We are jtpld that on our return we shall find the town much 
more agreeable ; at present pur only resSurce In the evening 
a tb^fCi oil the noardasof which are not to be seen the 
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hest actors. Though there is very little company in thj 
place, however, I rind the time pass very i^ipidly, whicJ 
may be attributed to several ^causes ; but principally tjfe 
manner of living in this country is so vefy ditferent from 
what we meet with in our own, that ever^ instant presents 
something new to arrest one’s Attention, ^ 

The entrance into place, bo^h from JBourdeau.v and 
Paris, is really beautitiil ; but* the town itself, with the 
exception of one principal street vvj.m;h runs tliropgh it, is 
like all the old French towns, dh'ty and stinking. There is 
a very pretty walk roun(UtKe'"l^icicnt ramparts, which were 
delightfully shaded forinerl^^ by two fine rows of elms ; but 
these trees the revolutionary fanatics, in following up their 
system of general devaslaiion, cliosf to Cut down. The 
persons now in power <have caused tUc ground to be re- 
planted, but it will recjuire a great length of time before 
the inhabitants vvill be able to’profit by this mark ot public 
spirit in their present rulers- This town is an archbishopric, 
but it>v4’ocesan is absent. I^'portsays, that he is a man ot 
most amiable manners, and that he is jjartial to our country, 
where he passed several yeari' of jus emigration. Tlie 
ancient archicpiscopal palace is very tine: but it is still in 
the hands of the lSa4ion, w'ho thought proper, during the 
revolution, to take unto herself every thing that was worth 
having. However, M*; Boijellin, the present archbishop, is 
endeavouring to obtam permission to inhabit the ancient 
palace of bis predecessors, and it is generally believed that 
ne will be successful. 

Nothing can exceed the disgust which 1 felt, on entering 
the cathedral here, at seeing the remains of the sacrilegious 
work of the wretches who iiad foikned this venerable 
structure into a temple of the Goddess of Reason. It is 
necessary to hare been in this country, to have a perfect 
idea of the extravagances which its inhabitants have com- 
mitted in the name of reason, and of the horrors perpetrated 
•?;yider the pretext of libe7'ty, I am certain that nothing 
"^^ald prove ^s^h an effectual cure for those British sub- 
ject^ who aretfffected with a revoly^tionary mania, as. a 
visit to a nation which ha;5 so«cruellyYdt its most abomi*' 
nable effects, 

Tliis place is ohe of those which escaped from witnessing 
the enmes tb^ have sullied for^ever many of the other 
towns of : the revolutionary committee^ how- 

ever, which j^erned it for styipe time, imprisoned tbo. 
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grAter part of its most respectable inhabitants^ many of 
\vb«n were sent to Paris, to be sentencerj by that most dia- 
boIiV'il of himuin institutions, the Revolutionary Tribunal. 
There were few jfebple executed here for their political 
t)pinions; and the fnhabitants assure you, that if it had uot 
been for 41 band of strangers? whom the then existiutg 
government sent into cvej;y principal town in Prance, even 
those few would not have suffered death. It is hardly possible^ 
however, to.learn the exajit truth from what we H^ar ; for those 
who committed the grentesf’^rime.s during the revolution, 
are now the first to exilaiinigaiiisj its enormities. It is 
HOW the fashion to lament the crimes that were produced 
by that spirit of insubordination whicli governed PVunce 
during twelve years; and iVoin conversation with the people' 
of every description, .we should believe that iIkmc is not a 
man now exjsiingwho has participated in the crimes which 
have forev;er braftded this iiaticfn with infain}^ 

In almost every pit that is dug in tliis department, are fpund 
an immense quantity of small jhells and petrified 
some of whicli are remarkably curious. At the distance of 
about two leagues from Toursf is a grotto called /es Goutt/^res/ 
wliich is so very dark tliut we are obliged to have torches;, 
to find our way in it. Inside, the watesis constantly drip* 
ping; and as it drops, it congcats, and forms stalactites of 
the most beautiful shape and transparency, in the neigh* 
bourhOod of Chinon is dug a great quauthy of salt* 
pet re. • 

The population of the district of Tours amounts to 
128,635 individuals, and the electoral college of the de- 
partment* is composed of two hundred members. The de- 
partment is fertilg in grain, wine, fruit, and vegetables, — 
There is also a great extent of pasture lands on the borders 
of the Loire. Its princi{)al commerce cc^isists in corn, 
wine, aniseed, prunes, ehesni>ts, silk, and cattle of every 
description. .Its greatest manufactures are those of stuff, 
silk, ribbons, cloth, and pottery, will? some tan-yards. 

near Tou?\s^ Oetjj^ber 2 , 0 , 1802.^ 
We are now busily empk^x'd ,111 making our wine, at a 
country-house about two leagues from Tonr^s ; and I assure 
you the geene is extremely plejl^sing. Nothing ca;i exceed 
the gaiety whicli is displayjed coring the whole process of 
extracting the. juice of the grape: one c^m almost imagine 
tlmt the bewUchlng fruit hai ilie facwliy of exhilarating the 
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even before it has undergone fennontiition, 
withstanding the scorching jays of the sun, nought is td^be 
heard in the vineyard, but tlv3 broad laugh of the rustifJfli- 
bouror, or the untaught, yet melodious voice of the partner 
of his toils. I had long wished to witness such a scene, ii/ 
order to be better able to judge of the merits of paintings 
representing this subject of festivity. I could almost fancy 
Bacchus uiouiited on bis cer, drawn by tygers, and sur- 
rounded by juympbs and satyrs offering libations,io the god- 
head, had I not been stopped irftbe career of my imagina- 
tion, in beholding ny^\n;ijhs yvho are wrinkled at five-and- 
twenty, and men that fiave nothing in common with satyr? 
except their extreme ugliness. I was really quite astonished 
to see women so young bearing the marks of old age ; for 
though perpetual exposure to the sjin must naturally de- 
tract from freshness of complexion, and substitute thedingy 
tint of the olive for the ver?nilion of the nose, still 1 ex- 
pected to find the appearance of youth in spite of a brown 
Coloy^ and ti smooth skin, notwithstanding the effect of the 
tolar rays. 

In this country we do not meet that cleanliness which 
ilistinguibhes the huts of the gencTahty of the peasants in 
England, nor the i\]v of comfort so often seen in the latlei- 
The French peasants, how^iver, gained much by the revolu- 
tion, and many of th^in during the time of the depreciaiion 
of the assignats, sufiicient to purchase the farms of which 
they were formerly tenants. In fact, they were almost the 
only class of people who could arbitrarily fix the prices of 
every article of life ; for while they were paying their land- 
lords in paper-money (which was still a legal tender, though 
they would not sell their corn for it), tney were obliging 
those very landlords to make over to tficm a part or the 
whole of their farm. Tor w heat to nrevent their families from 
starving. Kolhing could exceed Uiq insolence and inhu- 
xnaniiy of these boors during the revolution : they were not 
only the first to perseciite their benefactors, and to ihreatc^t 
'Vj destroy their landlords, if they did not quit their places 
residence^ b^t during the time qf an artificial scarcity, 
produced by the machinations of the' government in 1796/ 
they took advantage of this circumstance, in order to exact 
the last icsoutce from those who were absolutely dying 
with hunger, JVlany of the wretches have been known to 
insist on having the only bed that remained for the use of 
an unfortunate falliSty, before |hey would supply the poor 
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s\3i|i?rers with a scantj^ portion of corn to prevent them from 
staSv'iiig. Notwithstanding tte hioiK^y which the peasantry 
made hy thus tailing advantage of the ^miseries of their 
^countrymen, there ‘lare few of its effects to be seen now ; for 
most of tijiein spent it in the 'greatest extravagance, and, 
besides this, the taxes jilicy have ^lo pay, and the iiiea 
whoixt they arc obliged to fuwiish for the army, have taken 
ft*om them.tiie mean sjul» deriving comfort from their former 
exactions. ^ 

The grounds here appear ttj mj n^ot , so clean as those in 
England ; and the farmers seem to trust more to the good- 
ness of the soil, and the temperatuie of their climate, for 
an abundant crop, thiyi to their skill In the art of culti- 
vation. . 0 

We pass^our time here pleasantly enough. I generally 
rise with t^he suA ; and iakiu<^^ny gun and dog, amuse my- 
self for a couple of hours before breakfast in talking to the 
people employed nmoug the vipes, or occasionally kiJjjng a 
partridge, of wliich birds imic are ahinulttnce. On riiy re- 
turn home, I find the family ready fr)r breakfast, which 
consists of most delicious fruit of various kinds, with tea 
and coffee. After breakla^>t, I cinplqj* the wliule of the 
morning in translating someihtng for my French master, 
and in reading French antliors. About an hour before din- 
IKU' we assemble in the •billiard-rootn, vt'here vv amuse our.T^ 
selves till the -servant annonifces, ‘‘ Madame esi scjvie*.**^ 
In the evening, after the great heal is ov^r, we take a walk 
with tiie family till it is dark : we then return, and finish our 
day by a game at whist or bac'-k gammon. * 

We have a very pleasant weigh hour about a league from 
us, at whose house we occasioiiaHy spend the day; and 
here I cannot loo much comwnd the |)i.*rfcct ease with 
which every one follows liis inclinJiiion in a Fihnch country 
house. Frotn the moment of our entering, wc are at libertv 
to consider ourselves at home; and* the mistress of 
house, after a few customary coinpliinenls, relieves ns fr^^fn 
the disagreeable ne(*t*f^sity of being prctti/-behai'ccj, i»tid 
herself from the olirTge.lion of racking licr brain, in order to 
engage lier guest in a conversation which generally is 
neither irntructlve nor vntertaiiiing. * 

Nothing can surpass the false taste of tiie FienCh in 
i,aying out their gardens ; *fov they either tenure their trees 

• 

^ Dinner wails, 

1 : 
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into strajViU-cut all€v:s; or make what they call an Engl^li 
garden^ o:j a piece of groundci^houc the iiizo of’ a haiiHl^i^r- 
chief. Blit it riously, in all ciieir perforiniviu esi of this kind, 
there is so iriuch art uianifVst, that the ejttf seeks in vain for 
those life-in^pii ing scenes proicluced by the hand of Nature. 
There is certasiiiy something grand and magnificent in the 
approach lo many of ‘their country s* ats ; bat the sight 
sickens at such a perpetual appeuiwiivc of straight lines, 
and s< iirchcs for tlie curve \vh^^<5)TirtVach fifty jiaeos pro- 
duces some unexpected the more tasty gardens of 

our own countiy. Bew, very few, are llic na.tions which 
can boast 2/5 blessinga. lipjoy them, iny dear friimcl, while 
you have it in your power; and let those who cluKise, ruii 
after knowledge in a fipreigii land yours perhaps is the 
wiser part. 


2'onrSy Nov. lo, 1802. 

W e^h ave returned from the country, as the evenings get 
long and cold ; and vve hegah to perceive an enemy creep 
in upon us, which ‘ the Brenc|;;i dread beyond any other 
nation. Theis enemy is culled in their language : w o 
have no term, 1 believe, to express it fully in oujs*'; and 
I hope that a few morecsolid resources, which, gene- 
rally speaking, we possess, will enable us to exclude the 
word from e\er gaiii'ng currency among us. The French 
have it constantly in their mouths: if they study, they 
repeat, Mon Dieu, que ccia iucnnuye T if ti.ey are riding, 
Cela hs ennuye if they are hearing a sermon, Oh ! pour 
ie coupy mennaye a vtounr-j if they are at the ])lay, 
though that is their favourite anuisenKuU, yet nine times 
out of ten, Cela Ics ennuye aussi.’^ In short, it appears 
that the sensatio,n of ennui is a jnsufication in their eyes for 
indulging in that versatility of, disposition which is the cha- 
racteristic of the nation. ' W^e must, however, do them the 
^istice to say, that tlie#sanie versatility, when tempered by 
agf, rendt rs t e ojvery entertaining, where a profound know- 
ledge of the bui>^rct started is not required. The perpetual 
change f om one thing to another, niakt'o them attain a very 
general knowledge; and being quick of apprehension, they 
comprehend in d moment tilings which a German would not 
mast' r in a week. When a Frenchman <ian overcome that 
volubility of speech, and that s^dFsuiKciency,’ which cha- 

Frmui f|S||j|: lassitude and vacancy wldch the mind feels when an object 
whirl h ..,c. eicied u lively interest loses charm. 
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S acferise most young men of his nation, he becomes a re 
iaikably pleasjuit member* of society. Such a charactes 
ive often meet ih some old officer .who has seen service, tin 
hey day of whosft passions is over, and whose sole pleasure 
is to aipuse others with the* result of his observations Oti 
mankind. Men of thi j descriptioi^ are now S{) cruelly neg- 
lected by ilicir ungrateful cfiuniry, that many of them who 
have honourable ti> produce in testimony of wdiat they 

have undergone for tl cir n^itive laud, yet lie neglected in k 
condition little above starviyg. • • • 

TIjc more f Ijccome acquainted with this climate, the 
more I am de.ighted with it ; as it possesses all the good 
qualities of a more soinheni atmosphf r"*, >- ^!)«)ut any of its 
relaxing properties. The populattoa ot l\)ins amounts to 
about 2iJi,(j00 iiihciM ::uts: the town formerly possessed silk- 
inanurac^lories f but since the^ revolution, they have fallen to 
decay, indeed what has not the revolution desUoyed ? It 
has overtuincd uKutau by, uyth the notion of givibia^ free- 
dom to France; yet after inllicting IbC most dieadful fiery 
ordeal that a countrv ovw und('rwe’^t, it has produced k 
form of government tlie most tyrannical on the face of thC 
earth. AFy most fervonL prayers ar(h, that we may learti 
from this example, ht)W to a|fproeia.e the blessings of our 
own happy constitution; and bear •witlioul reluctance iu 
imperfections, rellecting that some inust ever attend on hu- 
man establishments. • 

Mucli as 1 had heard and road of the horrors of the French 
revolution, J could not possibly have formed any adequate 
idea of its effects before 1 visited this countrv. Hardly a 
family is to be met with, tlwit has not lost soaK.* one of its 
members by the troubles which it produced ; and many a 
family has not a member. left to repiobate Wie monsters who 
exercised tlfis destructive fuiy- Gracious heaven, and yet 
there are still advocates fortius bloody fcvstem ! Tfiai abuses 
of a most atrocious nature existed in the old French men:?; chy, 
cannot be denied ; and in justice to many persons, they 
must be allowecLbp h^vc been, in the first jnstance, induced 
to support the r?vWutionary system, by the idea of being 
useful to their country in reforming thosj abuses. Many 
retracted when they found it was going too far ; ^ny were 
hurried down the torrent,, and dashed fo pieces against the 
rocks which it had been their express object to avoid ; and,, 
many became at length so callous to every sense of feeling, 
that they witnessed the most hc^rid executions with as much 
indifference as H they hSd dnty been contemplating a 

£ £ 
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theatrical performance. The horrors that were committ«p 
at Lyons, Avignon, Bourdeau^-, and Nantes, can never pe 
remembered without the sensation, appropriate to the know'- 
ledge of a nation, once renowned for its eWilization, having 
been totally lost to a sense of Jiumanit}'. No one seems to 
have understood ibis nation so well as Vohaife, who 
described then:, as a cotnpositipn df the monkey and tlic 
tyger. 1 would willingly divest myscif of a prejudice which 
is too apt to influence us, w hen spealdTig of a eonniry that 
has been for ages, in many, instances, the succcssi’ul rival of 
pur own; but the scenes of b food which have been com- 
mitted here are too iecent> to allow one to speak of it with 
all the coolness that is necessary on such an occasion. 
Whenever my opinion is,asked on the subject by tlie inhabit- 
ants of this place, I evade the question, by saying that 
foreigners come, at an unfontunate momept tc5 judge of 
France, after it has undergone such a dreadful* politicai 
earth quak e. Indeed it is only wonderful that its state shouUl 
be bad as it is, after^so long a deprivation of reli- 

gion ; after such repeated attempt to corru()t the morals of 
the people, by those in pow'or ; and after the habit of seeing 
the most dreadful crimes committed with impunity. I wisiu 
my dear friend, that* I could soften the sombre eolours of 
the picture, not only fpr the sake of those who are delineat- 
ed, but also for yours v as the contemplation of such scenes 
must ever be distressing to a,,man of feeling. 'Fhey shew 
human nature in such a deplorable view , that if it w'ero 
not for a few friends on the other side of the Channel who 
could form the reverse of the medallion, 1 might be half 
tempted to become a misanthrqpe; but that can never be the 
case with one who has the enjoyment of feeling for you an 
esteem which he knows is reciprocal. 

Tours, January 1 , i80i. 

^ While I fancy you surrounded by numerous friends in 
England, to whom the new year brings a renewal pf love 
and esteem, I cannot help transporting myself in idea to 
your happy fire-Vide, and claiming 'portion of affec- 
tion which 1 trust you . would not refuse me if I were pre- 
sent. Indeed I envy your circle for more reasons than one; 
as in the^Irst place, I should be surrounded hy persons to 
‘ whoni I ntn. sincerely attached and next, should be in a 
drawing-room where the doors aijd windows shat close, and 
such not Aerc ; I should have a carpet to tread on, 

— arid I have not here; aF.d a chimney-place a little 
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Icfco wide than that which we have here. The people of thi ' 
c5|untry have no notion of wj)at we call cornfort in ours, no^ 
have tliey a corpcaponding word in their language. They 
seem, more prepiired against heat than against cold; for 
many of their rooms, even tl«!ir bed-chambers, have briefer 
floors: so that woe be to him who gets out of bed m^the 
winter, and is obliged to trot barefoot in seami of any thing 
he may want ! 

Our gaieties have c ommenced, and the town has become 
very pleasant. Though arin^osU eyery person’s income is 
fliminished by tlie revolntlc-jii, 3’et as they are all on the 
same footing in this -respect, they endeavoured to amuse 
themselves, if not by snmptuons repasts^ at least by enteiv 
fainments where thi rc is as much,mirth as there was per* 
haps formerly, whf n tlieso were infinitely more expensive, 
i'iie Frcne*[i certainly posses:# above all oU}er nations, the 
means of making a little go a great way;’' and, call it 
levity of character if you choos'c, they bear up agay^ mis- 
fortune better than the inhtfbitants of any otlier country 
under heaven. 'The same ,gaietv' whiefh yon saw prevailing 
among the emi|*yani!? during their e>vi!e in England, still 
reigns among since their return^ though the revolo* 

tion has reduce^^ them nearly to«a state of beggarj^ ; the same 
heedlessriess reipocting to-morruiC^, aiad the same invariable 
determination of not losing t!ie prdSacnt me uient for the 
pursuit of their schemes oti pleasure. If these schemes 
were always rational, perhaps the projectors of them w^onld 
have the advantage over the ruminating philosopher, who 
consumes his time in puzzling himself about the choice of 
different plans of happincsS;^ till tlic freezing band of Time 
disables him from putting any on<‘ of iheiu into execution. 

I have always been cojivinccd that perj/jction lies in a 
medium between our two nations; and that* by giving to 
the French character a little of our solidity, and taking a 
slight dose of French gaiety as an^^tidote to that morose- 
nefs which we often meet in our country, each would 
be bettered by the p|;escription. But till^buman perfection 
can be met with^'*’^ must p>il up with the world as we hud 
it, 1171 poco di bene t tin poco di male,* 

Aw inhabitant of this country would h%vc j'^ped into 
the boat that awaited him, without racking his Train wiih^ 
the ridiculous ideas of p7*esage$ and such nonsense,, or any 
of the useless pangs whic^i 1 felt at bidding adieu to my 
i^ative country, 


A IlttU-gcvd and a litjtle ifh 
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IVe (that is, seven or eight Engl i.sh of this place) hr.^e 
laleh’' given a ball to the goodr people who have shewn 
civilities citrring unr stay here. It was nai.n^roiJ.sl v attendrd: 
and by some very pretty women, who ^'ertai: ly have a 
ineihoH of dressing themselves on such occasions with mncli 
more elegance and taste than we generally $ee in provincial 
towns in Englif.id ; and lhat, a^ded* ro t: eir style of danc- 
ing, makes a ball room on enchain scene in this coun- 
try. 1 could not bring myself at tiist like ih.c 
which they Itad adoptee} ^ince their communication witU 
Germany during the last war ; but novv that I am become 
an adept in the art myself, 1 find that it has its charms* 
The waltz certainly is not a decent dance, nor is it graceful 
for so many couple to b<i. following each other like so many 
tee-totiuns tliat an invisible power has set spinning: it 
appears belter calculated for n public lionsp, tIVan for an 
elegant ball-room. The French ladies however arffpassion- 
ately Jfjaii.d of it, and now begin to rival their neighbours on 
the other side ot tiie Rhine. ^ 

The purity of the atris such beye, that after danedug Very 
late, and being much fatigued, an liofir’s walk on the mail 
is so refreshing as to ^give ns strength and spirits to recom- 
nience on the lol lowing evening. 1 (dlen tell the people of 
this part of the country, laugliing, tl.at J wonder how it is 
possible to die in such a climate. J have no doubt of iU 
contributing in a great measure to the constant flow of 
spirits that accompanies them; though I am aware at the 
same time, of tlie effects of their education. 

„ Tours, March 19, 1803. 

I now begin to make mj^sclf tolerably well understood in 
French, and conseqncntly to feei inore pleasure in society 
than 1 have h?thcrto had. I know’ few positions move truly 
distressing, than tliat of a man surrounded by people hold- 
ing a conversation in . ar language with which he is not 
acquainted. If he hasf'liniy a slight knowledge of it, this, 
is perhaps worse than if he had none , at a!];, for the few 
words which he does comprehend, inalce^’Uhu fe*el the more 
regret at his deficiency. The frequent blunders that arise 
from thejjiistakei^ made by foreigners wlw> are beginning to 
speak* French, are truly ludii^^, more sO perhaps than in 
‘any other conntry: 'the coirflpiorl of the gsen4erSf in parti- 
cular sometimes produces a very ^rious mistake. I amused 
the company much a few ago, by my English propun-* 

elation of their vowel u: the same time paid a com- 
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pliment to a very pretty woman without intending it. The 
corl^ersation turned on the domparative ditiicultj, of the 
English and the l^rench pronunciation : the lady * asserting 
^liat there was nothing in the French Janguage half so diffi- 
cult to be acquired, as the prcAum elation of our tk was^to 
them; lo'wfiich I replied that we found tl^ Frenc^i u 
equaily so, sayhig vos ti s (which f sguudtM^ikc vo^ycia^) 
me tourmiHfent You may easily conceive the 

laugh raised by this nestrkc : the lady was pleased ; as she 
had a pah of very finp eye‘^, ^ feittu^’C i’or whieli lite French 
ladies are la,'iu»us. In general, the whole of their beauty 
depends on this; as they are inrlebteii ir;ore to expression of 
coua'Oaaiiee, than to R egularity o: leaUire. TJicresure 
usiiaiiy a bo'idne-s in .ih.eii look, ill accords with wliat 

I'nigliNhincn are thoright to tliink peculiarly bcwitciiing in 
tile feina.le l!rce;«and a Icviiy itf their manner, that Ave must 
be accustcuned to before tve can reconcile it to our ideas of 
Icnnd.c decency. ^ 

^Yliile speaking of the females of France, it is necessary 
to remark, that in no oi)v-‘r country* are the wwnen so 
persevering when tloV undertake to ask a favour of 
govonimeiu. Few of them arc ahasliecl.at a first or a second 
refusal ; and many continne thek* tdlbrts with tnuch zeal in 
the cause they unclerlake, tiuit they* almost always cany 
their point, 1 would recoimnend aify person who may 
liave a favour to ask of iniiiisters, to i niphy the irresistiblp 
elotjiiencc of a I'lcnchwoinan in pleading his cause. 

The archbishoj) of this place has been extremedy civil to 
ns: and iiulced it is a real pleasure to dine athisliousc; not 
only on account of his being *i man of the most fascinating 
“behaviour, hut bec*ause he loves to express his gratitude oa 
all occasions for the civilipes which he experienced in our 
country. His maniieis are quite tliose of ilie bid court, in 
which lie had pas^«d the chief part of his early years; and 
nolwilhsianding his great age (7-), "lie possesses all the fire 
of youth, with ilie ease that seldom fails to attend one who 
bus spent a loiiu^ life the first circles, ike has promised 
to shew me a trauK^ttion in verse which ffe has made, of 
some of Shakspeare’s works. 1 very much doubt it bein^ 
well done ; as the good old prelate does not'^jicak t^word of 
English, but tells us that lie reads it tolerably wejTT It re- 
ijuires something more than a to/eraife knowledge of our 

^ This is exactly as if a Frenchniaii said to nii Fuglish lady Y«’jr i 
(sounded like y^^ur e^t's) torment lu'i extremely/’ 
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J-angunge, to translate Shakspcar into French verse. Am 
here [ must remark, that wlic?< the French in general ge^ u 
smattering of any thing, th^ think tliei5iselves proficients 
in it; and 'many times have I been completely deceived byy 
the’»r aptitude at making the nlost of a very slight portion ot 
knowledge. They eertaiply comprehend a subject quicker than 
we clojbnt tl)i?i ftadiness of inteHigence induces them to learn 
things at a time, that they seldom make .themselves:; 
masters of one. I’here certainly however are many excep- 
tions to this general ruh ;<for J. think nothing is so illiberal 
ns the way in which we are too apt to speak of the French, 
generalising the whole nation on the model of some few 
individuals that happen to fall under .our notice. 1 know it 
iis the fashion in England to consider, them as conceited ; 
and so they arc ns a nation ; but let us not be blind to our 
own failing in *lhat respect,® when we dnnv a comparison 
between ourselves and not only the French, but every other 
peop^wiiidcr the sun. I am/iilly aware of the bciielit aris- 
ing, in point of sustaining our national spirit, from ibis 
habit ; but in hVance I have tfften seen onr coiiutiymen 
carry it to such a silly excess, as to make them ridiculous in 
lh«' eyes of the nati^^'cs, and deprive thetrisclves of rneans 
wlii( h they iniglit otherwise liavc ])roc*ured for acquiring a 
fusl knowledge of tl)C country^. With all ilic lovc and the 
prelerence that ] fc< I jnsriy due to iny own, 1 cannot help 
recommending tills remark to die particular atieniion of such 
of its sons as may follow my slops here. 

'I’he wal]< called the Mall, which 1 mentioned to you in 
a former letter, is 7^980 feel long; with a terrace "of the 
same length, commanding a Hiosi beautiful view of a plain 
and the adjacent hill. The bridge is about J885 Frenelr* 
feet long, and wide; leading |o llie prin<*ii)al and only 
good street m llte town, about *2400 feet, in length. I'lie 
cathedral is a fine specimen of Gotiiic archileetme, [articu- 
lar ly its two towers. * 

A few days ago we made an excursion to Amboise ; where 
wc saw a very ol(l castle on the banksi of tlic Loire, with an 
ascent in it sufficiently large 'lo adinif oF a carriage being 
driven to its top. In the neighbourhood of Ainhoi^c is 
Chantl(ii«^i, fonnerly the seat of the duke of Ghoiseuil, w Ikj 
passed the whok* time of his exile at this house vvhen <lis- 
graced, ^by Louis XV. It is now in a dreadful state ot decay, 
though it B ^iuhabitccl by the minister of the interior 
fGhaptai). ;|J;e saw also a pagoda which was built by tlie 
dukei order to perpetuate®' the names of those who 
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?io!ioure(! Iiari twitli tf/oil* visits (hiring hi? exile. Tlieir 
iiaiJV's were written in letters uFgokl on marble slabs^ which 
it hjei i>eeii thought [jrudent to^mra with their faces toward 
tiie w/iil ^liiririg thctrevolution. 

IVoni Cliantlowp/ we went to ahotlicr chateau^ called 
Chononc. au, belonging to the 4ami!y of Villeneeve. This 
is built (>]) urehes across the river Cher, ann was (;on5p’fft'tPd 
by order •>[ Francis 1. *lt contain? sc vcitd. ; portraits of 
Diana of Foliicrs, that r^(niarch*s mistress, who must have 
been excerdiji .; iy heaudtut; iind also two very old pjtlnt- 
ings of Pctrarcu and £, .vira, lilghj^v val^iccl by the present 
posse?;sor, 

A curjous anecdoo* is told respecting tlu^ late i/ihab’tatkt 
of this singular buildiog; which, if any ihing can justify 
5uicide, certainly doe;?, tVlonsieur d^.* * V was cast into' 
prison durin*^ tlie revolution, in common with most of die 
other respectable* people in F#aDce, at a jnoment when 
every person wlio had tiie misfortune to bt^ a nobleinaa was, 
if apj'ieUended, led to the gnillotiiie. While in confine- 
inent, he redetned tluH if he sliared the fate <if many lof his 
fellow-p: isoners, bis fortune, wvjuld be ffonftscatcd and Ids 
chiidreri become beg^&.s; but that if he shoaid destroy 
himself, as his cliildren w'cre tninofs, their inheritance 
could not iegaily be s(Nze(l, and hd only shortened the period 
of his existence by a few liours. Thes^ consitierations were 
so powerful in his mhid, that he effected his destr action 
■vith a razor, and thus se'»ured his property to his 
chiidrcn. 

My next will be written to you from Paris. 

Paris, May 12 , 1803 . 

I returned to this place a few day ago, in order to be 
nearer the centre of intelligence respe»^ling tl^e disputes that 
daily arise between the govcraiaents of France and England. 
I’he result of those disputes will guide me in my future pro-* 
ceedings. A rupture with England is much dreaded in 
this country, particularly by the commercial . people j, 
as it would maj^e it., impossible for them to uncierrake 
any external specufttion^ ami would in fact prove their 
ruin. ^ 

On my arrival here, I was very far from being being 
extremely heated by my journey from Tours; a fw warm 
baths hovrever have been of* great service* to me, and I trust 
that; a little rest will perfeotly re-establish my health. I 
have very little to communicate to you respecting my jour* 
WILLIAMS.] ' r 
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X^ty, ah the road is not remarlably intere‘»ting. We slcr;t 
the first night at Vondome, which is as duty and unsightly 
as most of the other old tFrencIi towns. Its population 
amounts to 7^505 individtials. There ate the lein vuis of an 
old castle on a veiy high hill, from which we have' a 
delightiul view of the adjf..ccnt country. Wliat drew my 
flit'll ,OiA i^he most during this day, was an ^unfortunate 
young whom^we savt(on Mie border^* ot a wood be 

tween ChaUau Kegnault and Ve*idomc> who. had lost Iiei 
senses after having witnesbcd the execution of a young 
nobleman at Paiis.to vvl>pm^shc was on the point of bein; 
xnairied. Tf'he momf ni after his arrest, she u ok post-hoises, 
and thus atine 1 it Pans some time bcfoic huii. hh nut 
the cart to which he wa^ chained, at the ciitivnccOi tiie 
capital; and watched it to tin pnson wheie her lover was 
destined to lie till his cxicutio i . then hu(^l a lodging 
opposite, and* communicate d to him by#fo»gns tin csiitoF 
her Intel views wiiti his mercib*»s ^ nh^ 'b \11 h i * doits to 
save him proved uuffcctnil, aad siic was dc ti'^od to see 
hinr pencil on 1 scadolfi. ^.oin that i lomtiit ‘•he became 
deianged; — she nnn d liom ' op )t, and ‘•ought those 

sec DCS here one she ..dMiowci H ppmess which she had 
imagined would bo^li tiap. \ )ttir can exceed themibcry 
xmd desp ur dc[>ictf d cu h< r court n luc* , one ol the sweet** 
csi that I even beheld. 1 convciscd wi*h her some time, 
but her iiicoheicul rnswirt, ace impanicd bv momentary 
flashes td* reason, were pairtal to me be> ond description. 
On my arrival it \ endoine, I couh] talk of nothing but the 
•antoitunate cicuiuc that I had juot left, and who had 
passed seleial years m the dreadful state m which 1 
saw her, •» 

As the difijicnces between the two nations seem veiy tat 
from being acjljustod, you may probibly see me shoitly m 
England There aie many .people here however, who aie 
convinced that no luptne v/ill take place, m consequence 
of Us being so much th^ interest ot both to live in amity 
toiyeiher. If one be atlowed to judge from the con- 
versation which has recently takp»n place between our 
ambassadoi anct the First Coat.”!, the‘'6xeach can scarcely 
be repaued. 


? Font^iinhleau^ Sune%\, ISOS. 
You will^Ag^Oesshave heuid, with mdign'atioa andgnef, 
of a mea^^BSpich ha? i<^c< ntly niken place with respect to 
all the Ei|PKh that could round in France^; a measure 
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wnjlfiralleled m the history of modern tifties, and which 
stamps the author j>f it with infamy, I am reJieved in a cer^ 
^ain decree, by having the power of^sending you this letter 
by a safe .coaveyance ; as it affords me the means of unbur- 
theninj^ ii^y mind to an affectionate friend whose 
tiriputes in my misfortunes, . /This* opporturiiy r^y not 
happen requently : 1 must tHbrcfore reqiiest\6u to recur to 
the expcdit^n o!i wfjtv b we agreed previous to my departure 
from fhigland; and v nich will enable you to discover my* 
real siiuation^ though the acctfunt* of it*may be expressed in , 
terms whicii oi ei *) can no: uuderstand. 

You may easiiv conceive my surprize and rhortification in 
seeing a gojfsd*armcs enter my room at three o’cioek in the 
morning, notwithstatiding my pfissj?ort was in the foreign 
office, aruM had received tfie ^assurance of trie minister for 
foreign afi^iirs that the English were safe, arid would receive 
ati ni(Ur sliortiy to return to their ov\n couTitry, I must 
however do him ihe justice to ^ay, that 1 believe, he 

f )roi,e.s^utl to infojari me of the intention^ of his government, 
le was sincere: as we viulei^tood that sadden capiice of 
Bnonapane has in. I need him to makciis prisoners; and that 
this \ii an effect oi' that of nussif)n to wliich, he is so 

liable, in common with tiie natives of his coi :>iry. 

The greater part of us w'ere :;ent fy this town, where I 
have b' Cn also a few day^^; but i trust that 1 shall soon be 
permitted to return to Paris,* where I shall find infinitely 
more resources for passing the time than at Fontainbleau. 
The natural gloom of the place is now augmcyited by the 
number of melancholy faces which vve meet at every step : 
indeed, when we reflect on^the prospect wiiich awaits us, 
it requires more than ordinary pbihjsophy to kee[> up our 
spirits. The measure hawev^r will make •Bijoriaparte ex- 
tremely unpopular; as it proves that he is c.ipablt* of setting 
at defiance 'all law, and ajl received opinions among 
civilized nations, in order to gratify his natural malignity. 

1 have fortunately met with a friend with whom 1 have 
taken a lodgii3g*,’-^Zid* whose society will ^ave rne the neces- 
sity of mixing promiscuously with a number of individuals 
([ am sorry to say, of my own ^country), that reflect but 
little crediFbfi theniation that gave them birth ^i^car that 
yve shall mati^ of us suffer from the conduct of these men 
as in a geneial measnie of this nature, it is difficult to make 
distinctions- Jt will the^e^ore be my endeavour to obtain 
leave for retiring to a placg sufficiently distant from the seat 
j^f governuient, to escape its attention. ^ and near enough 

F 2 
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to the frontiers, to get out of the republic in case its 
intending us mischief: i thitAc this the ^ysesL plan -that caa 
be adopted in our truly* unpleasant situation* # 

i iiavejust iearm that iay^friends have procured me pe^ 
to return to Paris, where I shall only remain in 
order Tt^j pitscun* tlu," Qj:yec|<ihat I# have nearesl to my hoajt 
in this coun^o They hope If may be allowed t(‘^ go either 
to Geneva or Nancy, I should cerfainly pj fder ‘the former^ 
jf’l did not think its nearness to tlu‘ frontiers would prevent 
me from pas^i^g the^ reimtindf r of my captivity there with- 
out molestation : 1 shall accordingly recjuest to be sent 
to Nancy; which, I understand, possesses - many recom- 
mendations. * • 

Little did 1 tliink, iVi passing tlir<ufgh this place before, 
that J. should shortly bec^oipe a prisoner here. What a 
difference does h change Of circum.^tancf s create ‘in tlic lace 
of a country ! In my journey last year, I thought the 
pccnaiy v^ild but pleasing: nme I can only conieinnlato it as 
a retreat for one wlitf holds the w<;ild in abhorrence, and 
with tlie sullen anguisii of des|tair. fSince I have had more 
time to observe the scenery of the icuxst, I have (}iie(»vered 
gpols which bear no trace of human footsteps, and wlnnc it 
requires but a very small portion of imagyiaiion to I’ancy 
pneself in some deserj^'islancl. J sincerely lM)[>e that jny stay 
in this part of the world may be of short duratitm, as I fe< 1 
myself growing daily more auS more attached to such spots 
as those, where iiiy mind broods too much over the horrors 
dfoiu* presejit situation. 

Adieu, my good friend, on my return to Paris, I will 
endeavour to resume my spirits, anch send yiru some-' 
thing more lively j but at present I am imidcquate to 
the task. 


Paris, J'ufi/ 14, 1803. 

In consequence of the measure which the French govern- 
ment has most unwisely*thought Proper to adopt tbv, aids 
us, we must now.be indebted principay^ to books for tl.e 
knowledge that we may obtain concerning ipany things in 
this country ; biy/before I cpmraunicatp ioi>yoti lliC portion 
which I^SEjjiy, have obtaiiic of such knowled^ev | shall be 
pareful io procure a corroboration of the drffere/)t state-^> 
ments which they cop tain from persons whom I think car ' 
pable of giving me that assistance. The book which bhf 
afforded me th<2 best insight int6 every matter of irnportT 
|i|o^ wh4ih nation, is intitjodj Ufatistiq^ 
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gij^rale ct pnrtif^nli^re la Fiance ^ df sk:s CotonieB, 

Tliis piloses jpr th‘t?#b^ej5t of ns kind ever pdldished in Frances 
jts title is sufficient to explain wbiit a wide H^ld it eni- 
braccs; and how iTHcrcsting •it must hc\ if the dj|rerenli 
subjects ate treated wit!) abihty. ^ 

VV'hen you consider vaji extetft cf unr .country, and 
its situation, you will tiercei^^e that it embraces all the be« 
nefits arising from th*e concentrated rays of the sun, added 
to tliose of its northei.i icdghhi)iirs. , It th.ocfore unites 
nearly all the productions ct the ^respective c<.>untries of 
l^iurope. Vv'ith tour biuridied leagi es of coast, and the 
blessings above-men winch Nature iias favoured 
it, wdiat an iintnonsc^iicld for the tajeiiis of an able legis- 
lator ! 

In ordei^to f^rni a cencnvl idea of th? nature of the 
soil, W, Oelaiauze ihitiks we ouglit to divide France into 
three Zones : ti^.e meridional, the central, and the northern* 
iiieridiotial connncnces at forty-two (U grees and a btilf 
of latuude, and e>;teridstu i^ie feny-MtHx degree; including; 
the foliowiiig de])arttnf'nts : Eastern Pyrenees, Lower and 
Higher Pyrenees, Landes, la Gironefe^ la Loiclngne, Lot, 
J'Aveyron, Lot and Gaioruie, <^ers, T/uriege, die Higher 
Garonne, rAude, Tarn, rflerault, ^Gard, FAicUMie, the 
Higher Loire, ia Lo2ere, Vauelase, Mouths c the Ithone, 
Var, Maritime Alps, Lower „arjd Higher Alps, I’ls^re, la 
.Drome, la Doire, ia Jriesia, Marengo, Tanaro, la Siure, Po^ 
Golo, Liamone, and die island of Elbe, 

The second zone commences at the forty-fifti} degree of 
latitude, and ends at the forly-eigluh. It comprehends the 
•following departments ; Finisitdre, Northern Coasts, Hie 
and Vilaine, Lower Loire, Morbiban, laSaiibe, la Mayenne, 
Mayenneand Loire, indie and. .Loire, la Vend6e^ two Sevres, 
la Vienne, Lower Chajent€>M>Ia Charjnte. FJhgher Vienne, 
ia Creuse, ITbdre, Cher, Eu?e and Loire, Lone and Cher, 
lioiret, la Nievre, TAllier, Cantal, Puy de Dome, la Cor- 
r^ze, I’Yonne, the Cipld-coast, Saonc and Loire, Higher 
Saone, Doubts, Mi a, PAiu^ LCmianS Afont Blanc, and 
Loire. 

The third ^Oue begins at the forty-eVgbPF degreg^f lati- 
tude, and finishes at the fifty-first, it includes me follow-, 
ing deparlmebts : la Hoer, Lower .XvL-use, TOurthe, two 
Nethes, la Pyle, Sambre uiul Meuse, llhine and Moselle, 
Sarre, Mopt Toncierc, Forests, Jemappe, la Lys, TEs- 

^ G^JUeral paiticular Statistics of France and its Colonies, 
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cant, Notih, Pas de Calais,, Ja Somme, Lower Seine, ^hU 
Tadv^ts, TEure, TOrne, la IVJaiichc, I’Oiso, TAisiie, Seine 
and Oise, Seine, Seine an4 Marne, rMarne, Ardennes^ 
FAnb^, Higher Mfirne, Meuse, Moselle, Meurthe Vosges, 
XolverXvhw, and Migliefr, Rhine. ' 

But M. Sojie.ini has ;given ys a 'more detailed account of 
the nature and extent of thje soil torbe met with here. He 
distinguishes. 

ACRES. 

1. The rich lands, such as are to be found 
in the following departinentri : Mont Tonnerre, 

Eys, I'EsCiiUi, l\vie, Pas de Calais, ISlorth, 

PAisae, Seine and IV'I^iine, Seine, S^^ine and 
Oise, Eure and i>oire, Eure, Lower Seine, 

Somme, Lower Rhhie, TAude, 

l^ot. Higher (iaroane, riieraiill, la Vendee, ' 

two Sevres, l.-ioircT, Po, Marengo, 7'an a ru, and 

and Sesia: lliest? hi* states at. alxnit .... (^82189090^ 

*2. Heatli and nfiprodncti ve» lands, such as 
are. tp l>e m ( * t with in 1 1 1 e i'o 1 1 o w i g d cj>ar t« 
tnents,; Two IS'fMlu‘%./P<:er, Lowm* Loire, 5lor- 
Idhan, Finisiere, I\ ortlu’i*;) Coasts, Hie and 
Vilaine, Mayenne and L«)ire, I’Orne, Calvados, 
la Maiiche, ia GiiamMe, la Dordogne, Lot and 
Garonne, Aniegf*, lliglier Pyreuuees, Lower 
Pyrennees, Landes, Gers, Avtyron, and Gard : 
about . 2335of>Oo70 

3. ChaUry lands, sucii a*: the departments fol- 
lowing : Marne, Ardciuies,« Aube, Higher. 

Marne, Loire and Cher, Indre and Loire, 

Charente, and .Vienne . . . , 1354490do4 

4. (H'avelly soil, such avS are to be found in 

the departirtenls of Nievre and- Aliier . . . 384007 19b 

6. Stony lands, buchMs the following depart- 
ments contain ; Sarre, In^rests, Rhine and Mo- 
selle, Moselle, Vosges, Meurthe, Mcit^^e Higher 
Rhine, G<dd-eo*a$t , ' Higher * Saone, /15rliibs, 

Saone and Loire, Jura, PAin, Yottue, Uhonc^ 

Loire J^u*^pp^> about . . , , , . I90l6l36Pi} 

0. JViJmhtaindus, such as Ouric, Samlire arid 
Meuse, I^Wer Meuse, Eastern Pyrehjtt^es, 

Lozere, C'antal, Correze, Higfcer Loire, Att 
deche, Dr6g^, Higher Alps, Lower Alps^ M^- 
dtime Alpspfc'^ar, Mouths of tlfi? Rhone, Vaii- 
duse, Puy de Dome, Mont Blanc, Lenian, 

Js^re, I^athone, Gplo, Stura, and Doire^ about 26239i?945B 
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ACJ;rs, 

7« Snindy soils: such «as rfridiT, CiieoCreuse, 

il%he*; Vjcnue, Sarthe, and i\iayctnk; . . . 850314iiil28 

Total surface of France IM517o{i41£ 


In order to acquaint u^f with the nefture oi'.it? prodactionSji 

he divides die soil iiuo^six parts . 

• • 


1. Plouc^iied le.Li(b;> ^ liioh he ovtimates jit . fi64:iH87480 ‘ 
Vineyards . • , . . 4B(iB73!‘2S 

5. VV()odlaa>Ls l(ri()94:i<>5a 

4. Ricli jiasuire lauds OtiOiOo/fe^ 

Arti^ci^ll pasooe larids 7 i90oo?6S 

6. Heath, uncultivated iaiub^ rivers^ lakes^ 

faarshes, ^ 585000 


1 olai j ‘225175(4 IIS 


A grand questmn su,:!:;rrsVs Itself to ^ cry person who ex- 
amines the foregoing siatement : Has L'raiK^e or gain- 
ed, on the score of agrienUme, in eaiu^ccjiiencc «)rthe revo- 
lution? When I arrived in iliis^r'onntrT lirsi, in the end of 
the year 1791> 1 was too young to lui>n any judgmeiit upon 
this subject j and on my second visit in iSt.i, I had np 
correct and general criterioa*l"or such :i purpose, as f pas- 
sed through the fenile provir,c**s of INormandv areJ Tou- 
raine ; I must therefore loiev you to p' Ople inoir e'epahle 
than myself, for information on this pt^ial. *'r!iosc vyho 
^have lost all their property by llie revolution, w,!! tvl! you 
that the state of’ agriculture is deplorable : but tiio as ' op liiC 
contrary, who have UKoh; tlicir. foi tanes b/.the ;uii /hase of 
national domains, will as*a,n'c**you that nothing i^' so pros- 
perous. What has taken place \i\ fbanoe in ihe couuc of 
the revolution, happened to^ rec^nily, and tin: vvonuis 
which it has caused are not MUticicntly cirnlii^.ed, for tlic 
natives of this c;i|)unn«: to givo an unbiassed opinion on tl-e 
subjecU M. Sonnjhi has vvitHcn un.^t nbiv con ei nine; p : 
I shall therefore not apologize for translating his iangua.ge 
into my owa. He observes : _ ^ 

As political c yeti ts hay e a decided iaflnence on every 
' thing which relates to societv in geher,!! and as those to 
‘Much the revolution of lf8i> has rendered ns witnesses, 
hia^ve b.e|fi ex traerdinafy^anU general in their ellects , it 
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v?ill rr^t be unseasonable to examine what'bas been theif 
result respeerirtg agriculture : arid thia examination will 
furnish Us with some imefesti^og notions Ort its present sRitc. 
The revolution has liberated the husbandoiaa from the op* 
pression of tythes, feudal rights of the hxndlords, and quit-t" 
: the exclusive privilege of tb^/chace is 
abolislii^d •"''and a division of the^ large estates has taken 
place> in consequence of the^ale of the national domains* 
These are certainly great acquisitions, r What is. the sum of 
advantage accruing from them? Our object is now, merely 
to take a comprehefisivie *^view of the su^^ect ; to examine 
the advantage which agriculture has derived from the above 
causes, and whetlu r they have contributed to its advance^ 
ment : every other conj^ideration is foreign to our purpose- 
The ty tile- holder *and the feudal, lord were in a niea« 
sure CO proprietors of the lands from which levied 

their op;)resbi\<^ rights; to ftie dctriincnt^of tlif rca/ pro- 
prietor, who anniiiwiy shared the pro<lace of Ids fields with 
then> who had nciiiier ploughed nor sown. Tl)e abolition 
of those rights tlierefore, has turned entirely to the ad- 
vantage of the prf)prietor ; who noy; plouglis for hinU'elf 
alone, and lor hiinsejf alont' now gathers in his harvest. 
Hence the conviction naturally ensues, that he has become 
a richer man, is consequerfily enabled to cultivate his lands 
with more care, and^that his farm is better stocked. — But 
any one who travels through and examines every df‘part- 
tnent of France, will linrdiy’find an additional shrep upon 
the farms; a corner of land cultivated with luo< rn or clover, 
that was ii(it so f(»nnerly ; h:»rve$rs iVoni lands that used to 
be barren; or a greater number of useful trees, such as the 
olive, the walnut, the mulbefry, We therefore cuituoi^ 

state that agriculture has gained, and that the proprunor 
cultivates hi^s Und better since h<? has reaped only for him- 
self. On the contrary, what is the picture exhibited by' 
the country which was formerly inhabited by those great' 
landholders who deprived their tenants of a part of their 
wealth ? The picture of misery, and of the most slovenly 
system of tillage, I.t is true, the war destroyed some 
of the harvests, and has take*a away the robust peasantry 
who were pecuj,iarly fit for the fatigues of agriculture: lime 
alone remedy these evils: but what will replace the 
rich pr<||frietor j whose presence, though he ccrlainly did 
usurp a part of' the* fruits of the land, gave life find vigoui 
to the country which he inhabited ? He distributed with 
one band, what he received wjth the other ; iie%pant bil 
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income in tlie country where ho received ; and the corn 
whijph his antiquated rights ena*t>led collect in bis 

granaries, was theje only to be sold at appearance 

scarcity. One may therefore assert, th»t what the cul- 
tivator has gained on one sidq, he has lost oittheoth^r; 
and that r^iicuiiure has sustained a loss by the icr:v»V 4 ti’Oh 
in this respect. * , • . ■ 

71)0 exclusive privilege oT the chaec was odious, atia 
contrary to'the law oT nature ; for, it may be asked, why 
ought not the possessoi of a considerable landed estate, to 
be allowed to enjoy the benefit of tlic^gaiiie which has fed on 
liis cro[)s ? In giving him the right to kill the game on his 
estates, an act of justice has therefore been performed, — ^ 
But where are the part'icular advantages thus eonferred oii 
agricuhure, vviiieh was the plea for abolishing this pri vi- 
le ge ; a prfvileijs deservedly ^styled unjusj, since it was 
contrary U the interests of every proprietor who did not 
partake of it? It is necessary to distinguish between the 
hunting, and the animals whiclif are its objects, The game 
its('lfvvas really deslrwetive no where except in the neigii- 
bourh(n)d of the royal t'h;.ice*s, where it had multi))lied in a 
most alarming manner; but it must rmt be believed to Kav^ 
been so comnion iu every part ot^ Franck, nor indeed was it 
even on the estates of many feudal lords who were extreme- 
ly jealous of their exclusive privilege rtfspecling it. It was 
not uneonnnoii to sport on jthe best~pres^*rved estates u 
whole day without finding a single bare: thus the crops 
were not injured by the game itself, but in the act of pur- 
suing; it, 71)e partridge was of litcle detriment#to the cul- 
tivator, as it fed mostly on the gleanings alter the crop was 
•off the grouiuL Hence agrfculture has not gained very 
considerably in consequence of the abolition of the exclu- 
sive right^s of sporiing : o*b the contrary, vfheo we reflect 
on this measure coolly, it will not be diffcult to per- 
ceive the error which has been copimit ted, and how very 
detrimental it has been to the cultivation of the lands- 
Every one now having the right to sport on bis own estate, 
instead ol'only foe lord of the manoi>encWiis game-keeper 
(as formerly), instead of one sportsman we have a hundred. 
The peasant who perceives a bare start fro^ his farm, or 
a partridg^ fly along on his'ground, follows hfe upon 

that of lij^neighbour, as a*prey which he longs to him, and 
thus disputes arise. While ^the peasant is lumting, the spot 
of land necessary for his subsistence remains uncultivated ; 
m that Cdltivation in fact ^ses essentially from the aboli^ 
W'iliLJAMS.J O 



46 wriLiAMs^’s tratelS 

tion of a privilege which used to belong onJy^ to him whose 
avo("atiou was not that ot ploughing and sowing. The 
sligju damage w hich the game oeca ioned to the poor’^in-^ 
hahiiant of the cnunti;y, was amply compensated by the 
einployim nc which the residence of thtf privileged sports^ 
man mociired lor him, or ihe succours arising from the 
libt ramy~ the rormer. In point of commerce too, a great 
loss has been s'uffercd from tjie injudicious destruction of 
the wild game, the skins of whicli* wpre objects of a con- 
siderablc braneh of trade. Agriculture has gained much 
more ifom the des.irii^u#»rj pi' piceoii-houses ; the inha- 
bitants of w'hich used to disperse themsclvc^ in vast num- 
bers, follow ihe plough, and not give the labourer time to 
cover the see ds. The woud-pigeon^ in parti(ai!ar were ex- 
tvi medy Ibi mid- ble in Uie hemp-fields,, and used to diminish 
the crops of the pca>ant who happened to have them in his 
neighbourhood? • #, 

We should naturally he led to place to the^account of 
advantages which the revol^utioh has procurefi for agricul- 
ture, the common lands which it has brought into a state 
of cultivation. Thbse commo»s wbeia? each iiihabitaiit of 
the district used to Jeave bis catfle to feed, weie never 
broken up either by the plough or the spade; grass nevei 
had time to grow on thevn to any kmgth, and stagnant 
w^ater ol'ten rendered the pasture of such lands ex Iremely 
bad. This change * therefore might he expected to have 
turned entirely to tlie improvement of agriculture ; but it 
has done so in a very small degree, in consequence of the 
manner in which it has been efft cied. Every person who 
formerly enjoyed a right to feed his cattle on these lands, 
has now received an allolmuint of them according to the 
extent of I) is lt)cal possessions. From this division there* 
have sprung up an immense inm\ber of proprietors of limd 
among the ?^ay-!abourcrs, who are found much poorer sineg 
their new acquisiiions. These little slips of land were ren- 
dered at first extrennfly productive by the spade of the 
cultivator ; but became by degrees less fertile, in conse- 
quence of tljese poor people not being abl^ to manure them 
sufficiently. Deceived by the first (Tops, the unfortunate 
peasant concluded that he was exploring a perpetual source 
of abuiK^aoe^S^but discovered Ins error when it was too late, 
and pemlJps is now convinced that the conditio/ of a day- 
labourer IS a thousand times preferable to that of too small 
a proprietor.’’ ^ 

M. So6ijini continues : If the revolution had merely’* 
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effected a change of masters in regard to large estates ; if all 
the l^nds stjded Twtionalhud pj\^sed into hands accustomed 
TO the business of ^^nltivation ; it would still be a question 
t^elhtr agriculture, had been benefited by it. All the 
former propiietvjrs had the mearfis of pursuing tillage with 
success; aSd those means were directed ‘isefully, incon- 
sequence of the greater patt lytving a teste foe, and a know^-"" 
ledge of, the aii; of hiijbandry. When sound judgment 
directs agrif^nltural experiments, or even the smallest ope- 
rations of t.h.'it nature, ucc ^ss is generally the p sult; and 
ir) the absence of prejudice, e''<?n an efin>r ina} be ultimately- 
useful. The new proprietors have not purcliasi'd wilh a 
view to cultivation, either as a business or an amusement; 
but in Older to place tlfeir money to advantage, and profit 
by ibe discredit into which lands of the above descriptiou 
liad at one fallt ri. All ^those gr(‘at ysiaies became 

•objects of Jobbing {(igiotas^e) ; which degraded agriculture, 
and turned considerably todts detriment: and their present 
conditjon confirms the assertibn, 'idle farms of those 
falhcjs of French agriculture, might ha,ve served as models 
to our best cultivators ; •their*lands were well tilled, it was 
very rare to see them in a state oFdeclme, and no improve- 
iiient was neglected. It was oij their^farms, vvbicfi were 
kept in good repair, that we met the most valu .!dc cattlg to 
be seen in France, the finest teams, ami tlie best-assorted 
implements of husbandry; butibcir former masters w^ould 
now liave some diihculty in recognizing iheit ancient 
possessions. The system which has been adopted in the 
disposal of these national domains, by dividing them in 
order to facilitate the Sale, has augmented, it is true, the 
humber of proprietors wJio cultivate them, but has proved 
extremely detrimental to agriculture in general. The new 
proprietors were indeed good cultivators; bi5t having been 
formerly mere labourers, possessed neither the means nor 
the instruction necessary for tilling tfaeir ground with advan- 
tage : and hence the land which was excellent when they 
first took it, is now no more so; its fertility having ceased 
in consequence *of ineir no^ beingyeWe to replace by 
manure what they took away by their crops of corn, which 
they multiplied too numerously. This evil ii the un-re feil^ 
as these rational lands were formerly manag^ 
manner pljssible, and were^ those from ^hk’h the j^eatesl 
crops were derived; it will however be remedied by the 
hand of time; by degrees tbei^e small portions of land will 
be again united under one OttUivatqr, wfac^^ necessity forces 

a S 
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the iiiferiof proprilt^f, who cannot live upon so sn^all a por- 
tion of land, presume the character of a labourer: his 
condition will b^jAuieliortvted*by the change, and agriculture 
will be improved,* ^ 

The suppression of aH sorts of eofvve (an obligation 
fuunerly imposed on the farmers, to woik gratuitously on 
the high loads with tiieir teaips)y could not lad to benefit 
agricuiluic. "flie farmer, freVd horn this servitude (which 
rendered him liable to be called updn at certain nines ot the 
year, wflen the most favouiabic for cultivation), may no\/ 
cliuse the pioper mdnie^itlto plough and sow^, without feann^ 
an order to alter his airangcmcnt. 

In the course of the re\oIution some essential object-* 
of cultivation have been jneatly neglected, but none liavc 
bci‘11 lost. Others ai^c become moie gencuil ; such as 
potatoes, which aie now gri^wm in places wdiere befoie they 
weie scarcely liVaid of. The oil extiaclect liom'the beecli- 
jnast is now in use, whcie people fonneily would burn no- 
thing but olive oil; and it is greatly to be hoped tliat the 
use of It will not decline, as it is impossible to multiply toii 
much tbe.aiticles of consumption which can oe casilx pui- 
chased by the labouring poor/’— 

You will litnce cdaclude that the soil of France is diMded 
into loo many farms, for its agriculture to be in high per- 
fection. Another /Jircumstance which pio\es of gnat 
dctiiraent to it, is the rage which eveiy peasant feels to 
have wine of his owti makingl Tlic nstui«d consequence is, 
that vines arc often planted on sods which aic l^y no rneaii*- 
favourable<for them, and bad wine is pioducetl iiisltad of 
good coin. Formerly there was a legulalion, and a vci y 
wise one, that in each province the vines weie only to bcui* 
a rertaiu proportion to the corn-lands ; hut if thu regulation 
exists now, it h iiQt attended to ’in the least, and Mues aie 
multiplying every where to a most alarming degree. 

I shall conclude thi^ long letter with some obseivalions 
which I have uuide on the agriculture of this depaitment, 
where the maize or Indian com is grown with gieat success 
Corn also is very*''b*Andaut here ; as well ai> white beet-root, 
which ib ^iven to the cattle, h(.mp> rape, rye, and wild 
cabbage* Thev&traw of the rape is used in tying the vines, 
which but the wine is in generm/very poor. 

Potatoes also are ip great plenty; and of late ye^rs artificial 
grasses have been introduced^ particularly luceru The 
tenants generally pay their landlords in kind, or partly 
in kind -and partly in money : iSO that iu order to know Urn 
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extent of a Airni, you ask tlie cultivator bow many pairs he 
pays his landlord ; that is, how niany pairs of sacks {one of 
wheat, and the other of oats or barley). 

Most of the peasants plough with horses, which are very 
'^niall ; but about cne-fourtfi of them plough with oxen. 
The leasers seldom extend beyond nine years. The farm-* 
houses are generally very much out of repair, the farms 
small, and the farmers pooi*i many little farmers cultivate 
their lancLs.with the .spade. Gardening is carried to great 
])erfection in thU departifient, and the fruit and vege-* 
tables in the neighbourhood* ^f Metz enjoy great 
celebrity. 

. Park, Jwfy 20, 180*1. 

I have now been returned to ihW centre of dissipation, 
this seat o/ levity, tins emporium of science, for nearly a 
month ; bjut fiujfi s((ch an antfp;itby on part of the go* 
vernmeut to every thing English, added to a determination 
ofrendering our life as miserable as possible, that I still con- 
tinue in my resolution to quit the capital for some more 
retired situation. You as!; me in of your letters, to 
which 1 give the preference, London or Paris. The ques- 
tion is difficult of solution. There are/'ertainly more oppor- 
tunities of cultivating a taste foi»literuture here than in Lon- 
don : a man of pleasure will give tl>/j same preference to a 
j)lace where nine* tenths of the people are wh dly occupied 
about tlie pursuits of it : a person who wishes to study man- 
kind, will certainly meet a greater variety of characters of 
every nation at Paris than at London : there are also more* 
resources for one who wishes to cultivate ili^ living Ian* 
guages : — but if your object#is rational liberty ; if you prefer 
the conversation of men whose occupation is public luiiiiy, 
to that of men whose rnigdsare led avvay frym this object by 
ihe irresistible bent which prevails in this ectuntry towards 
amusement,, you will give the choice to Loudon. If you 
Iqpk to cleanliness and accoiiimocfetion, you must seek for 
it in the same quarter If you wish to walk the streets with- 
out the constant dnead of being cr ushed by carriages, you 
must give the palm to the streets cffTCShdon. In short, a 
young m^n, or one who consults merely the exterior of 
things, will prefer Paris ; but a man whose^Mjdgm^t is more 
AQ^lid, aM who has passfd the bey-day ofyfeWti, will give 
the preference to London. * 

With respect to public amusements, the difference be- 
the twQ cQUUtrteis consists in this : a Parisian caiuic^ 
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Yivc them^ whereas the gcneralif^^ of the inhabitants 

of London consider them as only an recreation. 

The Parisiau’s first object is, 1o raise money to bay a ticket 
for the theatre; and if .finy tiling then iefnuins, iie goes to 
a coffee-house and sups upon a bisciiil and bavarohe (a 
Siort of argent). On the contrary, in London oiy hi si ob- 
ject is to pay for a beef-steak and v pint of Port ; and then, 
if any thing is left, we go at hfilf- price to the play. I must 
here observe, that the inhabitants Af this connhy are in- 
finitely more soht r than those of* our own ; and a person is 
seldom adiniiied (»s k tlie case too nuicli in Lngiand) 

into the socicly of females of res[>ec‘tal)ilit\^, in a slate oi‘ in- 
toxication. ill this respect it might be well if we took a 
lesson IVoni our neighbours. • 

During iny slay at Pitris last year, 1 negleeled to observe 
(o you that there are two establihlinients which do Ijoiiour 
not onl}^ to the fetding hearts of those vvlu/found/nl them, 
but also to the nation to which they belong. () ne of these 
is, the institution for teaching ihe deaf and tlumb to read 
and write ; and to express by signs not only tlicir imiiu - 
diate wants, but a]so*lhe most itiirieg^te operations of tfic 
mind, "idle otiier is a, similar establishment for the blind. 
The perfection to vvkich both these are brought, surpasses 
the conception of tfiose whd have not actually seen them. 
The first was established by a person wliose name will be 
for ever reveued by the admirers of tliose who alFord relief 
to suffering humanity ; and tldio counteract, by tlieir un- 
ceasing labours, the defects which fiature lias, for some wise 
purpose, iutiicted on their fellow-creatures. As long as 
there remains a spark of sensibility in the breast of iliose 
who witness the lectures given* in the J'miboitrg St. Jarjues^ 
where these interesting objects are publicly examined, a 
tear of scnsibilityr cannot be wiihhckl to the memory of the 
abbfi de TEpee. The person who succeeded him, and who 
has j^ierfecled the work of the pliilauthropic founder, is the 
abbe Sicard : a gentleman who unites the tenderest heart 
to the most persevering zeal for the success of the institu- 
tion. In the course a lecture given *by thv? abbe Sicard, 
he opened a new book which hifd just issued 1‘rom the press, 
and conimu|i^‘ated a part ofiis contents by signs to a young 
xrtan aiui duinb ; who then wrote eveiw letter 

an<f?|j©int slate, wWch was shewn tej/the au- 

dience. Am^g the* qlicstions put to him was the follow- 
ing ; the. apst^r i(i wliich cxcitccf the reiterated plaudits of 
accompanied by:^j§ij? tears of many of them. 
‘l 
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The question w»aii : What is gratitude V* The young man 
looked earnestly at his benefactor with tears in his eyes, 
placed his finger to his mouth, made a motion with his 
pencil as if he Jia^ been writing, kissed the skirts of the 
4^be Sicard's coat with rapture, ibei’i flew to his slate and 
wrote rapidly, Gratitude is tbe recollection of theheart/^ 
Who couU> be present at this scene and remain unmoved ? , 

The instirinion for the Wind was esti^l^lislied by M. Uaiiy ; 
they are here taught tho#art of printing (which they execute' 
with great preeisien), every species of' manual employment^ , 
reading, writing, ariihin. iic, 1‘orei^n languages, geography, 
&c. A!! Ill is is accomplished by faised work, or reliej ; 

and so acute is tficir sense of feeling, that they are seldom 
to be deceived v\hen one work is presented to them instead 
of another. also perform tlie ^nost diflicult pieces of 

nmsic will) greet acc.airaev and taste. A museum has been, 
properly alloticd^lor tlie sale ofta variety of ipticlcs finished 
'by these p?)or peoj)le. 

The following detail of the ‘principal objects of annual 
consuniplioij in this city, may be not v#hully uninteresting. 
Paris is supposed to consume 193/i7l heaii of horned cattle; 

hogs ; 400,000 sheep ; 36,600 dozen of pigeons* 
besid('s an immense quantity o/ fowls; 100,000 hundred, 
weight of salt-water fish, fresh and salted ; J ,000,000 doze a 
of oysters, worth 300,000 franks (P>,6001. sunling); the 
value of 1,002,000 francs ('^1,7601.) in fresh-water fish; 
7f>,000 craw fish ; w'Ine to the value of 42,000,000 francs 
(1 ,760,()()()1.) ; brandy to the value of 6,400,000 francs 
(270,0001.); vinegar to the value of 460,0CX) franco (20,0001.); 
^cyder the same amount ; ^20(>,7B8, 224 pounds of bread; 
*107,000 quarters of oats, and 42,600 of barley. 

Paris is distant from RometiZBO !eagues; Naples 322; 
Leghorn 204; Venice 236; G.enoa 180; Milan 162; Turin 
160 ; Constantinople 632; Basle 100 ; Petersburg 496; 
P«ague 300; Vicuna 280; Berlin 212; presden 212; 
Frankfort llO; Amsterdam 92; Stockholm 304; Copen- 
hagen 240; Lpndoi^ yO ; Cadiz 36O ; Lisbon 34o ; and 
Madrid 260. 


* Nancy, 1803. 

I reaclted this place about a fortnight sinc^dffiving pre- 
ferred it io Geneva, for’ foasons which I stated to you in 
one of my former letters. »ln my journey down, 1 pas&( d 
through JBondy^ which is famous only for its beautitui 
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fdftst. Between Bondy and Mciwx we traverse the plain 
celebrated for the march of the Swiss who, with Plyffer at 
rhelr head, in I567j escorted Charles IX. Catherine of 
Medicis^ and all her attendants, back^to Paris. Mcaux 
has little else lo attract the attention of the trav'cller, ex^ 
cepts it market-pi rice and a*fountain by Provins.^ Chateau 
Tbierfy possesses nothing remarkabio : it was however the 
birth-place ©t’/La Fontaine. c^Fhe neighbourhood of Eper- 
riay is famous for the delicious white, and red jehampagne. 
wine produced there. Chalons on the Marne has a very 
beautiful walk along tl^«p kordprs of that river : the Prussian 
patroles were close to this place in I7f)2, though it is only 
iiboiTt fort^^-two leagues from Paris. Vi try on the Marne 
>^as fon rifled by Francis i. after .wliorri it was formerly 
named {Viiry le I'ranuHs), Bar is famous only for a parti- 
cular kind of jelly, made from the inside of j;he enirant, 
and boiled wnh sugar: it i!» sent to alrntist evgry ]Kir( of 
France. The wine in this neighbourhood is light and plea- 
sant when one is accustomed to it, as it possesses a singular 
flavour. Tou! is a fortified town, but is considered of little 
consequence since Ibe frontieks have been extended : the 
walks on its ramparts are very pretty; and iib cathedral i;;; 
Wdrth auention formas antiquity, though it is a huge mass 
of stone without beauty. « 

As the vigdani of the police is constantly on the 
watch at Paris to scrutinize the actions of every foreigner, 
and penetrate, if possible, hk most secret thoughts, 1 con- 
ceived it prudent to send you only one letter from the 
capital during my stay tliere. I shall still therefore occa- 
sionally give you particulars of tlie metropolis, though I 
am tiow at so great a distanca from it. In speaking of the. 
police, it is necessary to inform you, that in consequence 
of the First Consul's not liavin^ a very favourable idea of 
Fouchet’s inU^rity, the principal direction of the civil po- 
lice has been given to the grand-judge Begnier. 1 say civil 
police, as there are thre'C distinfct polices at Paris : the civil 
under llegnier; the military under gencralJunot; and the 
Counter-police (as it is called) under l>urocy^or rather unde^ 
Buonaparte's iiinnedTSic inspection. The object of this last 
is, to see that the other two perforin their duty. 

Thisiidiabd^l system of spies is carrted t0;5UclLa height, 
that everj^^ripii, almost every;, thought, inanipJ to the 
government, registered ; and resorted to as Occasion may 
require, or Caprice may dictate.* In order to shew you hoW 
Vjgilant the ^Ifce is, 1 need only mention a circumstance 
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wiilch happcnecl a short time since to a fiiend of He 

came from the country late in the day^ afjfcer an abs^^C of 
many years frpm Paris ^ and Sn his ai rival w^h invited by 
two of his most intimate friends to &upf)er. Id course 
o*f the evening, tjie Voriversation turned upon the 
invasion of Engiiuid; for you robust fc that Buonaparte 
akeaily talus of laiidin; 2 ; ^inong^you^ My friend^ havjhg 

f )asscd many years tliere, stal#4>^‘ that fiom the*ob$crVatitk{i 
le had made of our nRl^phal lave foi oar country, nnr 
natural antipathy to Fr? of e, and varioU'^ other reasons, he 
thought the success of such i*fi mo^mpt eittiemely impro- 
bable. .After supper, he^ retired to lodging at eleven 
oVlock : and the next day at eight in the morning, hud ^ . 
summons to attend the police-oftiee, where every Word IhhIC 
he Ifad lUtcM'ed the night before was ^'cpeated and 
admonishctUnot to hold a similar language in futUrci| 
might invrdvc hiAi in tatnioiis trduble. * ; 

Tlie muiiitiule of people employed by the pdlice^ fe4n* 
cn‘dible; and many, it is laoientable to assert, 
liigiiest birth. A number of returned emigrants, 
their property irroeovejable/ have tbrolvn themselves in t3o‘ 
the arms of the police, and engaged jn this hoiTihW%Us|^. 
ness. Women of the first rank and mi^nners; all whose ac- 
tions ofice pjoved their dctestatkin of the pvrseht ordet^df 
lliings, are now the first to betray those who are. imprudent 
enough to utter sentiments of loyalfy*to their uh|'ortunatd 
princes in exile. ^ It is even^said tfa^t Fouchet, when i|t 
office, obtained the knowledge of many an important secret 
ilirougli the means of an Indian.shawl ! When we consider 
tlic rage which novv prevails among the Parisian ladie^ for 
-this article of dress, and tlseir inadequate means of pur- 
chasing it, we in ay believe the nned^ote to be foundea oit 
trutlu , '• 'V' '• 

On my arrival at Paris Ivhad a Tavour tb ask of the 
govertunent,. which wns np less than that of being permit- 
ted to return to EnghirKL ""A frienid*of mine who undertook 
to solicit it for me, told me^ that be would first learn at4he 
police-office how 1 ^tood in- their boo^ks : but' %vhen b^ 
rernrnetl from this iuQWiiry, !• percei ni out of spirits 4 
and on my itskiug tlw reason, dtlfdrmed mo that tlKre 
was a against ray itt corftiiQttenoof my 

bkviiig vmit^d a prfeoner ^ Stl^ Fe^ie a twefvBfiontb ago, 
iAt first 1 ^did 4iot recolIef:t the circbttistance of my havirig ' 
gone to see poor G"»y» )fhile he Was confined there, ot 
::which I. Uccomit at the ifine; btu I soon/ 

WtnjilAMS*] ’ H 
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that it , was then registered in the prison-books^ 
and I had now'the mortifipari^ to find that a visit to a 
^ountrjrm^h |n distress had been con^ider^d by the police 
a high^isdemeanq^^^ , r 

“When we consider very difficult game which the 
''^Wkt''0onikh^ had tq pl^y . from the first mfy^ncnt of his 
iajcing tbe feins of gs^vernni^^t, Alien we reflect on tl\e ne- 
pessily pf 'einploying vigorous n?,easures towarcj a people 
]Ch5bt ‘have but just emerged iFrom a state of anarchy, these 
precaq|tioos may be acknowledged as^ absolutely indlspenr 
$ab}q; ^tid though the lover bf rational liberty will complaiq 
pt being thus opiiressed, the politicians will not fail to 
jeommend the salutary vigour which now governs France. 

I wrote last yeiir, 1 now repeat; that Buonaparte is 
perfectly well acquainted witlv the nation under him, and 
rules thpm accordingly. When he first ujidcriook to direct 
the pj^rittioiis of the mighty machine of governiDcnt, every 
wheel of it was out of order; the political as veil as the 
eccljesiustical state of the country, was most deplorable; 
lihepublid treasure, exhausted by the most siiameful pillage, 
the armies disorganized in a degree hardly to be described, 
aqd both jacobins and royalists seeking lo destroy him. In 
such einbaitassmeuts, something like order has been 
establisheifl* in the interior, the finances a >ef gradually in- 
creasing, and religion has been restored. He has so mixed 
tiie royalist party with the jacobih?, that one acts as a 
pouiuerpoi^e to the other; while he holds the balance, and 
(Iris maxim of iSivide and conquer^' is carried into effect. 
Itr short, j/ his ambition does not blind his reason (as there 
b pvery reason to. suppose that it will), he will be the most 
dangerous enemy that ever ETiigland had to deal with. How 
be has escaped hi tberfo in ihe midst of#so many enemies, is 
one" of thp. circurpslauces which have most excited our 
wonder in the course of the events that have taken place in 
ynnipe dnring our remembrance./ ft is the faMon in this 
pquntry, to attribute his b leva tion to his good fortune ; but 
apy one who trapes his Career, will find that chance alonp 
ba§ not ratsetf which he now^ occupies* 
'|tTeqU(r^^ pbj^^ciil well as powers, to exist 

pnaer ibe which 

he '^iC'|iijS^’.jUonsjder, that minute 

prder is exg^RM by hi m 'previous to its' being ptft into excr 
pution, ^hne reflect upon thcunfinite details 

iiecessa?j|p^ carry pii ^he iinotrons of this ,vast piece of mq- 
cbiiieryj shall be qstomshed that ,the life of one jnqq 
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can be adequate to he arduous task. Every ibiftg centre^ 
in this one man: hi ministers, with the exception w'Tal- 
leyranci and Berthie , are cypliers : the Jhtin of hiiS govern- 
lueni is perfectly itidlfFerent; his will is the sole law of the 
land, and woe tp the rash morteil tVho endeavours to* set 
bounds t(^ it ! With such unliniited authority, and such 
talents to enforce iti thej*e is oo difficulty in aSSertidg that 
few oionarchs will He able to«cope with the present ru-Jer of 
prance. Whenyou'reflli.ct bow innch timh is lost in deiibe** 
‘nation by other states, and the contending parties that bldg 
the wheels of their governaitvits f i 4 iA/on the other hdina, 
behold the promptitude which gives vigour to every nation 
of the First Consul ; you may form some idea Of the rival 
whom we have to oppose. With respect to us, the contest 
cannot be brought to an issue spcoclily : but such a com- 
mand of m§n as Buonaparte possesses through the medium 
of the conscription, will prevefnt liis contests with any of 
the powers on the continent from ever being on an equal 
footing; and if those powders do not adopt the same ener- 
getic means in levying recruits for their armies, the resuli 
of any suuggle they ^naydiave w’ith*him in future may 
be cosily foretold. 


Nanci^, Net. 0.5, 1803. 

1 have not written to you for somo time, in consequence 
of in 3 ^ being in very ill health, and still worse spirits. 
During the first month or two, wc consoled ourselves with 
hoping that the violent measure which had been put into 
execution respecting the English, would be revoked when 
the Ffst Consul should give himself time fo reflect on the 
• impolicy of it. But we wer« not so well acquainted as we 
are at present, wdth the obstinacy irt which he perseveres 
when he has once laid down a line of conduct for himself. 
As Jong ns 1 could indulge the prospect of shortly revisiting 
our native country ,^iny heart did not fail me ; but when the 
dreadful certainty presented itself !o my mind, of parsing 
years in captivity, I own X lost all my fortitude, fud my 
health has conyulerably suffered fro m i ^y Vou must agiee 
with me, that our situation it fully sfilncicnt tp make eveu 
the stoutest mind despond: should my letter' therefore be 
expressed suitable to luy melanchWjy^eflejstioris, I 

trust you^wilt make some ijllowance for the circiimstances in 
yhich 1 afa placed. 

Before commencing mj* description of Nancy and us 
neighbourhood, it is necessary that 1 should mention to you 
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tnany places iw Paris, of which I dU) (not serul yon aTi re- 
count from that city. Among otherfc, the Champ do Mai's 
descives Httention; not merely as a h/r^e place ior the ca- 
eicise of troops, b«t on account of the many interesting 
scenes which have passed \ythin it. l^he most remarkable 
of them is the federation held there in 1790, onrv^hicH oe- 
casidn “seats Were erected for a^ve tlirbe hundred thousand 
spectators* ’The ceremoily, I jearli from persons who 
were present, was one of the most itnpressive' that cotihl 
possibly be exhibited to a great nation : it was no less than 
their morittroh taking theftatli of fidelity to the constiiiuion, 
in the sight of his people at large* To thjs scene of con- 
cord and union, on the same spot succeeded scenes <*t 
blood ; and with the versatility which characterizes the 
French nation in all tfieir undei takings, to tliose succ<'ede(! 
chariot-races, horse-races, <ind puldic entcitfanments of 
every descriptibn. * ^ ^ * 

The Mint is also we ll worth serious notice. It is situated 
■on tlie bank of the Seine, opposite to the Lousrc, ami \nc.s 
commenced in 177, l. It contains what i^ calUd the Mu- 
seum of the Mines ; or in other 'woiVs, acolh^clion oi mine- 
rals so excellently urr,anged, that the mincialogist e ui hc»e 
study with the gref.tcst facility and improvement. It is 
open to the public every* day, fioui nine till two o'clock. 
/Inere is also anolhgr^establisbmcut in Paris, winch caiinuL 
fail ultimately of being extremely beneficial to the nation ; 
consisting of a collection of ‘minerals and fossih. the pru- 
duccion of l^rauce, disposed in admirable order. Vacancies 
are left for^the different gradationsj which aie constaiuiy 
supplied by agents of government w ho are expbung ihe 
mountains in search of ore 'of various description^. Jn* 
separate apartments arc the different ores of almost every 
nation, a coijiparison of which casinot fail to be instructive 
as well as amusing. France has gained very <*unsiderably 
in this branCyb of knowledge since the {involution, and now 
finds in her own bosom riches which she used formerly to 
draw entirely from otljer coumriesi 
Besides tfie we find in ''Paris' the panthedn, 

atseiiii}, and Mazarine libraries. Wlith all these wtive- 
'BienCe$»foMftn^ and reference, the Parisians ou^ht to be 
extremal y j^pi^d ; yet it is remarked that moi!toi|thc great 
writers country tvere natives of the different pro- 

vinces, The pleasures of the metropolis are untlonbtedly 
for the formation of literary cha- 
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Before I quit the subject of Paris, it necessary to say 
something of aver convenijjnt body of men, called m- 
taumteurs, Since tlie revolution, this class has increased in 
^proportion as the fortunes of other* individuals have dimi* 
nished. Many now. seek ih^ aid of a restaurateur , who, 
before tl^ troubles, used to keep a ta!»Ie of their own, 
where all the luxuries oli were set out to their numerous 
friends. On eraeung^ ihe house of the restaurateur^ we 
perceive « nuttiber^f tables arranged in great order; and 
when we are seated, th< waiter presents us with a carte (bill 
of fare) having the pneie of article annexed. The 
variety is very considerable, and we may ourselves deter- 
mine to what price our dinners shall extend. The iiamen 
given to the different* dishes are often ludicrous enough : 
among others we often find cutlets if la Jinaucicre, and hifstek 
deveau!"^* The difficulty of procuiing \ictuals at home, 
obliged the FrcRch ladies^ durnig the revolution, to frequent 
the houses of the restaurateurs: and the custom is not yet 
entirely abolished; but at fim it shocks the eye of the 
English traveller, who has not becn^used to see his fair 
countrywomen taking theh* dinner in a box at a coffee- 
house. • 

After leaving our good friends i\\Q ^restaurateurs, I must 
next take you pour fane la to saunter in the gar- 

den of the Toiileries ; where you wiH.not only be delighted 
at the sight of the different groupb of visitors >vhich crowd 
the walks, but the delicious fragrance of the vast quantities 
of orange trees, the refreshing breeze cd‘ the evening, and 
the neatness with which the gardens are kept^up, pioduce 
such a delicious sensation, that one always quits this en- 
chanting place with regret^ / Without these gardens and 
the JBoulevardt^,, the Parisi5i|i'TOuId hardly support exist- 
ence ; and if to these I charming little spot Fras- 
cati, to which it was some fashion for every body 

to repair after the public amusSmepts were over, you may 
form an idea of the different places were the Parisians re- 
create themselves during the excessive heat which is often 
felt in the city*. * 

I would recommend you, ^hen you are at Paris, to make 
excursions to Mendon, the valley of Mcmtmorericy, the 
^hi$ de I^alogne, St. Cloud, Versailles, 

♦ ♦ Vifcftl beefsteaks. 

f To promote ^igestiwi. 4 R4^i»paru, 
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tennes, SepaHj St. Dennis^ Passj^ &c/ 'riicse places will 
umply r^pay you for the trouble of riSng to tlmn. 

There have often been gveSt dispute ij respecting the com * 
parative sijJe And population of FarisiUrfd of Luiicton; but 
in my mind there does not exist a doubt oA the subject, f 
have attentively viewed botR ; Paris iVdtrt the of the 

r intheon, and Londcpi from the fupoki of St. ranrs: and 
think Paris? is certainly ihedcaSt by foil third. Even 
supposing its population to be as t*6mvdemble«as that of 
London (which is not the case), rny assertion would be 
found correct: as the sheets rf Paris are cohsidexably nar- 
rower than those of London ; besides which, it is not uu- 
commoh for eight or ten different farnilies to live in thesame 
l^mse at Paris. Many writers have stated, fhc population 
of Paris at 6‘00/)00 softls; but according to the enumera-. 
tion just made bv order of the government, it^amounts to 
547,756, 

On considering ilie manner in which, the Parisians are 
dosely packed together, the ^Ith of the generality of tbenj, 
and the excessive heat which inexperienced here during 
the months of July and August*, we jhall be astonished that 
they do not suffer by epidemical disorders more frequently 
tbda really happens^ Pfbm the above circumstances, the 
ravage is dreadful when any thing of the kind does prevail. 

Nancy, Jan, (14, 1 804. 

- As I came to ibis pjace principally lor reiircment, and 
felt very liule inclination to mix in society, some time 
elapsed before I got acquainted with many of the inhabit- 
ants. My sitting-room was nearly the extent of my do- 
mains; and my books alone were my liege subjects, over* 
^vhom 1 could exercise unlimhedvcontroii}. The plan suc- 
ceeded very weW fora'^iori period'; but thi^ absolute sove- 
reign became at length or dupi^ lo his tyraimy, fell sidb, 4nd 
was under the necessity of usmg his powei with morO uVode-^ 
ration: be is now, thank heaven; restored to'be^lih; in 
consequence of being/ prevailed npon^ (o take ^ little more, 
exercise,, and fix jjj|j;csidenee in a mciot respectable Frencjb, , 
family. To drop I feel iiryself in better spi- 
rits ;• and by njeani of occupation in the mornihg, anff sor 
ciety vith a iniisic in tlie evening, endeiivobr to drive 
away the bn^r |honght tlnit I eni detained in thil coiiritry 
by conslraiut- people of Nancy always fond of 
t^he English ; and they consider the, unwarrantable meiisure 
now eniotced against them, as suelt a disgrace td the nation. 
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that tliey do every thing in their power, by kindness and 
fittctjtion toward ilx/ stranger®, to cJear themselves of the 
'odium attending 4 . 

JSancy coritainsi ibont 30,000 inhabitants and cofj^- 
Cjiiently afTords a variety of re?Jburces in respect to societ}% 
iJefore th«i revnlntio/i, it was considcied as a secorid Paris; 
and in point of majinifi'c^oce^of eqm|)age, tije.brilliuncy of 
its assemblies, fmdj[lie«aperior ton which prevailed among 
«*its nobilty^ it mipffit fairly vie with the metro[)olis. Since 
the troubles, the society of Ishin(i^% ^n wmmon with that 6f 
every town in France, is greatly reduced. We still meet 
however wiili the most respectable persons, of elegant man- 
ners though much reduced in their fortnnt‘s ; and possessing, 
all the agreeable vivacity of the ancient court, notwitli- 
45tanding their disasters. With the exception of a very fevr 
individuals,* the^average of i»comc amonjj those who are 
classed asM*ich in this place, is from two to five hundred a 
year; and by deducting from this one-third, which goveni- 
incnt takes in various sliapes, you may form an idea of the 
economy necessary iu order^to briifg up a large family, with 
the remainder. Yet sdeh is the case, and 1 have often been 
astonished at the creditable apf)earanc|! which these [>eoplc 
maintain in their iatcrooursc wi^i each otiier. 

The new town, vvhi<’li is one of ^|ie hands unest in Eu- 
rope, was built by vStanislaus king of P^lland, when governor 
of Lorraine, in the reign of Louis, XV. 'i'he ditiereiu in- 
stitutions which lie established here, the relief he a Horded 
to the indigent, and the paternal care iliat regnialcd all his 
actions in tlie government of his subjects, prov9 tiis good- 
ness of heart as a man, and ^is sound Judgmetu as a sove- 
’reign. The provincial administration of Lorraine under 
^Stanislaus, may be held \}p as a model lo frowned heads; 
and proves how much good caoi be done even ^ith a motlc- 
rate revenue, if that revenvie is .expended with a wise econo- 
iiry. Though an exact acc'oui|t was ):ept of the expciidiuire, 
yet few uionarchs were mdfe ?munifipent than the king of 
Voland : few co'uld bpast of more talent and wit unilcd in 
their coufts^ than at his at Liyjevillef stiW fewer could 
enjoy thfi secret consolation; of affording so much rriief to 
the distressed, as was nightly felt by StauKbj^ wj^en he 
laid his head on his pillow. With all ibt^se ctiWiis to liie 
gr^itude posterity, it h natural to H'onchulc (hat tlie 
♦slightest work of such amnai would have been rc^vered, even 
in the ixjidstpf the most boisterous times; but tlie wretches 
object Was to oyerturji cycry religious or moral esiap- 
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, lisment^ whose flelight was to destroy ^ery monument thafe 
recorded the gratitude of tjie subjeat to the sovereign^ 
broke into a thousand pieces the statue which was ercdcfl 
by Stanislaus to the iiiemory of his sfon-in-law Lewis XV. 
I wish that, for the honour of huindnity, I could throw a 
veil over the sequel. This amiable prince, after* the most 
excruciating, death (being burnt,' by \he accident of bis 
clothes catching fire), w^as interred fS a rluirch at Bou 
Secours, a short distance from Nancy ;\ucl during the i’e» 
volution, the remaips of i|iis munificent founder and bene- 
factor of Nancy, this father oT his people, this best of luen 
and of sovereigns, \vcre found in acoinuion sewer. 

The principal ornament of this place is a large scjuarc, 
formerly entitled Placf Pf^yaf^ afti^rwaid Place du .Peupfe, 
Place Marat y Place de la Repuhlifjuc, and now Place Napo- 
leon ; from wliich we perceive, througl) a trluuiplial arch of 
great elegance, the government-houses at the cad of ano- 
ther handsome square called Place Carritre. The town is 
also adorned by a very beautiful walk leading from the for- 
mer, and called la Pepiniere ; as well Place d! Alliance y 
and a number of wide cominodtous c^treets running at right 
angles to each other.* This regularity is a striking contrast 
to all the other towns in France which 1 liave seen. Tlie 
old town of Nancy is irregular ; its streets are narrow, and 
not the tixo^x. fragrant in the world. The river Meurthc, 
trhich gives name to the deparlmenr, runs close to this 
town, and adds very much to the picturesque appearance hf 
the neighbourhood : at about two leuguc<i dislduce, it forms 
a junction with the Moselle, and united they form a respect- 
able stream. 

ITie character of the inhabitapls of this department sav- 
ours much of the German, consequently \vc do not observe 
so much fire in their coinpositiotr as we meet with in tlie 
inhabitants of the south of France. It was in a great mea- 
sure owing to this apathy, that the people of Lorraine did 
not commit such atrocities as many of their more southern 
neighbours. They were however, to use a French expres- 
sion, by the of the revolutionary 

tribunal, who were guilty of so many excesses in the different 
province^, all the horrors that were exercised here 

were the of a band of me^auders from Marseilles, who 
like the ctiitinw north-easi wind, blighted every thing it 
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laeir passaL';^'' At the comniciicement of the revolution^ the 
regiiJJCiit in garrisotuhe re with the Swiss regimerit of 
Cfiiteauvieu.Y, \yej;e the first to give the signal of revolt; 
• and when the nifinjiuis de Bouiliie* marched against them at 
the head of the niUionai gutirds who remained attached to 
Lewis ai'Metz, the/slaughter was dreadJul. The heroic con- 
duct of a voung officer*na*ncd Desi*Hcs, ought to be record- 
, ,fd by every f>crsf,p who writes on this subject. The army 
with M,*cfe Bo'/iilie at the head, was at the erUrance of 
file town in a narrow oad ieadyi^to jthe gate facing Metz. 
Behind this the insnij^ent regiments had planted a can- 
non loaded with grape, 'i'he gate was on the point of being 
thrown open : the match was lighted, and the soldier was 
in the act of applying it to ilie Ic^aded piece ; wdien young 
.De^illes threw' himself upon the gun, prevented the destruc- 
tion of inany pf his couiitrjinien, and in^t ivith a glorious 
death frftin the hands of his own soldiers. — This gale is at 
the end of the Place dc Grtve, whicli is now being orna- 
inented with plantations; and which, when finished, will add 
considerably to tiie beauty of the tov*n. 

• Nancy y May 0, 1804 

The subject on which I am^aboutto enter, is no less tlian. 
a description of the nature the governra^^ul, the popula- 
tion, and the finances of this couiftry ; so that you roay 
readily conceive some precaution to be necessary on 

my part, before I commit my observations to paper. I 
should have reserved my remarks of this nature till my 
return to England, if I could possibly fore«ee the happy 
moment when 1 may once more behold our favoured island ; 
but even that consolation* is denied us. That you maybe 
enabled to satisfy your cariosity therefore before we ineet^ 

1 shall send you this by a person on the*pomt of going to 
Hamburgh ; who will lake charge of it as far as that 
place, and then transmit it to you through the regular 
channel. 

With respect to tfac government, the whole power of the 
executive part of it rests, «as I stated to you before, with 
the First Consul; but he has formed a system of legislatiure 
in which the people have vl shadow of f^ticipajjon. The 
jSrst-consulship is for life, with the powW^f naming a 
successor : the second ahd third consulships are hIso for life, 
but the Fit'S! Consul appoints to these offices. The council 
of state> composed ot fifty mentbers, is ^Iso nominated by 

WILLIAMS.] 1 
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him: as well as his ministers, who are eight in number, 
and removable according to his Caprice. 

Every new law must be proposed by/ orafor$ appointed 
by the first Consul, to an ashcmbly tttmposed of fifty 
persons, of twenty-five years ‘of age at least, called the 
tribunate, who debate u^)on it. The nn^rits of thfese pro** 
posed laws are tlren discii^ssed by tl5e orators of the tribu- 
nate and those of the First Consul togJ^tber, before the 
legislative body, composed of 308 membefc, who must he 
tinny years of age at teas^ ;«an4 who decree or reject them, 
without discussion on their part, in a seciet committee. 
The government (that is, the Fiist Consul) may with- 
draw any proposal made by its orators^ in whatever stage it 
may be. * 

One-fifth of the legislative body is renewed every year,, 
and ©nc half of tKe Tribunate^ every three years; the new 
members being chosen by the conservative senafe, fiom 
lists presented to them by t^e eh f loral colleges of the 
different departments, whose members hold their appoint- 
ment for life. These cflcctoral colleges are chosen by other 
electoral colleges (of districts, called ih French arrondisst- 
mem); which are elected by the assemblies of cantons, 
eonsisting of every housekeeper. It b necessary here to 
observe, that the First Consul nominates the president of 
each assembly of the cbntons; which president names the 
person appointed to scrutinize the votes, and also the secre- 
tary who registers them. These assemblies are convoked or 
dismissed by order of the First Consul wlio, has the power 
also to nominate ten members to each electoral college 
of the districts, and twenty to, each college of the de- 
partments. 

' The conservatit;e senate, eompot^d of eighty members 
w^bo must be atf least forty years of age, is an appointment 
for life. Their nomination takes place in the following 
manner* The First Consul 'presents three candidates to llte 
senate, who decide on ttig choicer or sometimes, when he 
is pleased with the nrpee^ings of tbetdifierent branches 
of the legislature, nc names only one, permitting the 
tribunate to offer a second candidate, and the legislative 
body a third ;^|prtlrst of whom, for very important reasons, 
is^ also preferrt«to the other two. ^ These candidates must 

♦ The prund-judge, minister of justice ; tAc n^autei^ of th6 interipri the 
minister of finanoe ; the ministejpof the puhHc treasury the minister of war; 
fha directing minister of the v\ at* department^ for the payment of tbs troops; 
Hfie nunister of the rnariaf ; and the minbter for foreign affairs* 
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hct selected from the Jists formed by the electoral colleges of 
the departments. The First (jonsul however^- without 
consulting the jAfntte or the electoral colleges, can appoint 
as member of tlfc^seiiate any person who has aitamcd the 
age prescribed bv^ law, provided he does not make the 
number* exceed d hundred and twenty. These senators 
may be appointed inihisft;rs, ainl)hssadoi*s, or have a 
iseiiatorii|l pensio n wl^rth about twenty or twenty-live thou- 
sand francs a yi*ar,’^ conferred on them. The senate can- 
not proceed to busine ss witjioui t^e permission of the First 
Consul: except for the legniation of its own police, in 
which case the proceedings are called only deliberations ; or 
for the nomination of a member to the legislative body, to 
the tribunate, or to tbe tribunal of cassatiort, which is enti- 
tled a resolution. 

With resptrt to their decrees)^ these 

can only originate in an order of the First Consul, after the 
subjects have been discussed, by his privy-council. By such 
decrees the senate have the power of annulling, adding to, 
or suspending any law; pf dissolviifg tlxe legislative bo<Jy 
or the tribunate ; add of declaring void any judgment pro- 
nounced by the civil or crinainai triljunals, when they dee^a 
Such a measure for the good«>f the state. 

The First Consul therefore, having alway s* a decided 
jority in the conservative senate, can carry whatever law he 
may think proper to propose, or suspend the regular admi- 
nistration of justice if h-e thinks it for bis interest to do so. 
The government is mm occupied in framing a new civil 
and mdminal cpde: and in the mean time,*eveii the most 
sanguinary laws that framed under the direction of 

Marat and Bobcspierre, remain anrepealed; and may be re- 
sorted to whenever it i§ judged ndccssary^to appal the nation 
fey a proof that the execuiiw power is still Enabled to adopt 
measures. 

Tbe First Consul has the right of reprieve; bat with the 
exception of this prerogative, and that of the senate, the 
trifeuatof cassalioii exercises supreme judiciary authority. 
Thjiritflhunal has power to censure of regulate the tribun^^. 
of-appei^, as well as the criminal tribunal; to annul thew: 

when it conceives them to boi^ontraijy to law or 
to establishedusage; ajid even to sqspenalffi^ judges for a 
time: but ft js decessary to observe, that whenever the Fifst , 
CJo^ful prb^r, lh« grand-judge, minister of justice, 

Fr<w}#834l. to 104 U sterlios. 

I e 
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presides at it. There are also for certain crimes and misde- 
meanours, special tribunals, wfiose judgments are not liable 
to be brought before any tribunal of appeal, and the forma- 
tion of which is organized by the Firiii ‘Consul. AW the 
judges hold their appointment for lifeXutid are nj'ininated 
by the First Consul. justices of the peace, with a mo* 

denite salary, are also appointe^l by jiim, and removed at^ 
lus pleasure. The civil governor of ea^h dcp^rrlment is 
calkd a prefect: and consults in all difficulties a council, 
called a council of prefetiitdVe ;•* composed of five, four, or 
three members, according to the size and importance of the 
respective departments. There is also a general council of 
the department, composed of twenty-four, twenty, or six- 
teen members, held ev4ry year in order to examine the 
pioceedings of the prefect, re'gulate the most ‘important 
aisaiis of the dejSartnient, and* report the stifle of n to the 
m.nister of the interior. In every district there is a suh- 
pi elect, who also has a council composed of eleven mem-* 
bers. Each town or village too has its mayor and council, 
Ci.l ed municipality, in large pfaces.tbe mayor is assisted 
by one o two assessor?, styled adjuncts: these direct the 
commiss. ri.s of the ^police, whose nnmher is regulated 
acc rding to the population df the j)Iace. There is a justice 
o the peace in every f:Tiiiton, and in Paris there arc forty- 
eight. A justice of the peace cannot come to any resolution 
without consulting at least two^xssistants.’*^ 

With respect to the population of a country that is daily 
extending its^imits, it is difficult to speak. Some authors 
assert that of France to be thirty millions, others thirty-one, 
others thirty- two, and some go 'oO far a^ to assure us that it 
amounts to thirty-six nulUons. There is every reason to 
believe that the truth lies between the first and the last 
statement, and 1 tliink it may be about thirty-three millions. 
In order to give vou soiqe idea of ^ the number of soldiers 
that can be raised out of this immense population, J[ sbiill 
state the result of Daru’s calculations on the recruiting of 
the armies : ,, t. • 


The first levy en rham pAduced 

The levy in 1793 

The^*e<^jjypj^bn , . ... , . • 

conscription in the year 8. , . 


1?30,000 

1^4,000 

400,000 

342^776 


Total 1,186,766 

♦ Since the corotjation of Buonaparte, there have been but few altera- 
: tions in the fonji of government: instead of First Cotisul, we have ohlv to 
; subsfitutethe title of Emperor, ha the above stateraent. 
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lie observes also that in imminent danger, France might 
;€ boose out of-^^ix millions of^young men capable of bear- 
ing arms. If thcicoiiscription is followed up, in the course 
*of a very few yearif i 'Vance might bring into the field nearly 
a million of soldiers! • 

k 1 


TABLE, 

Shewing the population and extent oV each department, and the 
number of individuals ptr square league; not including tlic 
island of Elbe, and Piedmont, 


DcfTartnienty. 

t * 

Sqr.pt-c 

lea^^u'S. 

Population. 

Population 
of cacti squats 
league. 

Ain 

n9 

284,455 

985 

Aisne 

3T9 

430,6'28 

1 , 1 3G 

Allier 

. 3().5 

* 272,616 

747 

Alps (lower) 

373 

3 40,121 

376 

Alps (upper) — 

251 

• 1 1 8,322 

471 

Alps (maritime) 

UiO 

• 87.C71 

544 

Ardeche 

2<)'J 

267,52-, 

895 

Ardennes 

278 

*. 264,030 

953 

Arriege — 

24 't 

191,693 

785 

Aube --i 

•;3P5 

240,fi()l 

789 

Aude 

324 

226,198 

698 

Aveyron 

474 

328,195 

692 

Calvados 

2S8 

480,317* 

1,668 

Cantal 

• 294 

237.224 

807 

Charente 

286 

• 321,477 

1,124 

Charente (lower) 

355 

40^,105 

1,133 

Cher - 

• 369 

21 'i,2»7 

592 

Correze. - - - 

299 

213,654 

815 

Creuse 

288 • 

216,255 

751 

Dordogne 

451 

410,350 

910 

Doubs ^*1, 

251 

227,075 

908 

Dr6me 

311 

231,188 

757 

Dyle. 

• 184 

363,956 

1.978 

Escaut 

153j 

545,258 

3,865 

Eure,.., 

307 


• 1,354 

Eure and Loire 

300 

259,967^ 

86S 

Einistei^re 

343 

* 474.349 

1,583 • 

Forests 

340 

. 225,549 

Go3 






66 


WJtlMMS’s TKAVBtS 


Departtnents. 

Square 

leagues. 

jlllll^^ 


Gcvd 

252 

309,052 

L0.58 

Garonne (upper) 

3^3 

4,32,263 

1,159 

Gers 

339 j 

‘ 2.91,345 ! 

861 

Gironde 

537- 

* 519,585 i 

06 S 

Goki-coabt 

44-5 

^ 347,842 1 

781 

Golo.. 

2Mi 

10314Ci6 

404 

Horault 

317 

2!) 1,957 

921 

Ille and Vilaine 1 

• 34} 

488,805 

1,408 

Indrc 

352 

207,911 

591 

Indte and Loire 

373 

278.758 

747 

Isere ..... 

' 286' 

♦ 441,208 

3,543 

Jemmape » 

220.\ 

41^,129 

1,872 

Jura ..... — 

256 

2«9,^h5 

* 1,132 

Landes « 

46M 

228,8^ 

# 480 

Leman 

129 

215,884 

1,6/8 

Liamone - 

2?.8 

63.347 

277 

Loire and Cher.. ........ 

319. 

211,152 

662 

Loire... 

241. ^ 

292,588 

MOO 

Loire (upper) 

2H 

237,901 

975 

Loire (lower) *. 

352 

368,506 

1,047 

Loiret ..C. 

22+ 

289,728 

1,204 

Lot 

3V>2 

3 8 3, 68 3 

1,060 

Lot and Garonne 

285 

352 9O8 

1,274 

Loz^^re 

2(i0 

155,936 

579 

Lys - 

2<'7* 

470,707 

2,274 

Manche .... 

318 

528,912 

1,663 

Marne 

405 

310,493 

766 

Marne (upper)! 

315 

225,350 

715 

Maycnne .... 

m . 

328,397 

1,234 

MayeniiC and Loire 

370 

376,033 

1,016 

Meurthe 

310 

342.107 

1,103 

Meuse •..T 

318, 

275,898 

867 

Meuse (lower) 

1904 

232.662 

1,225 

Mont Blanc — 

. 530 

283,106 

8.58 

Mont Tonn^re .......... 

277 

342,316 

1,239 

Morbihan ... ..... 

328 

425,485 

1,297 

Moselle 

328 

333,788 

1,079 

Mouths of the Rhone .... 

' 298 * 

320,072 •' 

1,074 

N^ithes (two) .......... 

U3 

249,376 


Ki^vre ... 

352 

251,158 

".'■713 

North 

278 

. 774,450 

2,786 

North<?ro coasts 

353 

499^927' 

1.416 

Oise 

' 298 : 

4 369,086 

• 1,238 
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Departments, 

Square 

leagues. 

Population. 

1 Population 
of each square 
Icag^ue. 

t5irne - -i 

3J0 

■ 397,931 

1.284 

Ourtlie ----- 


313,870 

1,474f 

Pfiy-de-I)oihf» 

" 36'5 

508,4+4 

1,.393 

Pyrenees (lower) - ----an-- 

• 388 

'385,708 

994* 

Pvrewees (upper)-- 1 

'“Pyrenees (eastern) 

23.1 

9AO 

200,680 

1 17,764 

879 

555 

Rhine (lower) 

liiiinc (upper) 


444,8.58 
' • 38*2,258 

1,660 

1,314 

Rhine anti Moselle 

l-‘90 

203,290 

700 

Rhone - 

Td-s 

34.5,644 

2,560 

Koer • 

2., 9 

516,287 

1,993 

Sanihre and IMeuse 

229 

• 165,192 

72X 

Saone (uppci*) - ----- --- 

1 

287,461 

1,22.3 

Saoiie and \iOire 

434 

44'7,.^f45 

1,0.31 

Sarre 

2-14 

219.049 

“ 900 

Sarthe 

Seine-- - - 

30^ 

21- 

387, 1 '>6' 
629,763 

i/205 

26,105 

Seine (lower) ---------- 

3,-.7 

642,773 

1,800 

Seine and Alarne ------- 

*300 

298,815 

995 

Seine and Oisc---. 

2S6‘ 

• 429,523 

1,502 

Sevres (two) - ------ 

305 

842,658 

795 

Somme - --------------- 

312* 

46.5,034 

' 1,490 

Straits of Calais -------- 

32S 

•^66,001 

1,720 

Tarn - 

2b'fl 

272,16.3 

1,012 

Var 

.078 

269,142 

712 

Vaucluse ------- 

n() 

190,180 

l,f)3Qr 

Vendee --------------- 

%7‘i 

270,271 

725 

A'ienne - 

344 

250,807 

• 729 

. Vienne (upper) --------- 

^288 

259,795 

902 

Vose’es 

295 

308,052 

1,014 

Yohne 

373 

339.278 

1 > 

909 

Total-—- 

30,5*05 

*33,111,962 

j 1 ,08355505 


But to go more into detail respecting the population of 
this immense eounuy, I will send you the remarks oi a very 
ingenious French author, iwhich 1 have found to be la 
general correct on the subject. He gives an account of the 
population of most of the towns, and has diyided t^em into 
five classes : with the exception of Paris, wnh h is spoken 
of separately ; and whose population, *as I stated to you iii' 
one of my former letters, Amounts to 547,756 individuals. 

The islaxui of Slbe, and Piedioont, would bare made this sum 34>976,313. 
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His first class is, of towns that have from seventy to 
above a hundred and twentj" thousand inhabilanls; second, 
from fifty lo seventy thousand; third, from thirty to fifty 
thousand; fourth, from twenty to tliirty thousand; fifth, 
from twelve to twenty Ihousjvid. 

Among the towns of the first class, lie enumer/ites Mar- 
seilles, which conlaii^is 96,4Q0 <!n!'‘ab,itants ; Bordeaux, 
gO,(jOO; and Lyons, 88,f)lfb The office of longitude, how- 
ever, in its puhlication for this year, states the population 
of Marseilles at 108,374 ; that of Bordeaux at 104,(:)7f> ; and 
tliat of Lyons at 102, K)7* The principal author of the 
General and particular Statistics of Fi ance makes the popu- 
laton of Bordeaux amount to 1 12,800 individuals, Marseilles 
111 ,000, and Lyons 109,500. Whim 1 consider the de- 
crease of commerce al the two former places, and the 
dreadful massacres tiiat took place at tlic other tiuring the 
revolution, 1 am inclined to think that even the first state- 
ment is exaggerated. But to proceed with our author’s 
observations: After these thiVc towns, he menlions^ Kouen 
as containing from 84,300 to 87,000 inhabitanis. Tiie port 
of JSantes, consisting of 77?000, the last of the old towns 
in France which can Ue comprised in this class ; but on 
traversing the Alps wC find 'I'urin, the capital of Italian 
France,^' which contains 75,000. 

Among the second cfiiss we find Brussels, the capital of 
Brabant, containing ()(i, 200 ; Antwerp (52,000 : and Ghent, 
^6,000. Ghent is remai kable*for its extent, its active in- 
dustry, its tanneries, its manufactures of thread, iron, and 
wooden articles ; and also for its prison, which has ht'en so 
ably described by the virtuous liow^ard, ^vho places it above 
that of Vilvorde, Lisle contains’‘54,700 : the bombardment 
in 179 s has almost entirely destroyed the quarter called St. 
Saviour ; and ,th(f frontiers of Frafice being e.xtended on 
that side, it has lost the greatest part of its commerce, and 
consequently much of its*riche.s and splendour, 7’he towm 
of Liege, foVmerly the capital of a s’mall itldependant state, 
situated at the junction of the Ourllieviind the Meuse, is 
built on their banks : it is one of the French towns of the 
most commerce and the greatW industry, andt^contains 
50,000 souls, 'J’houloiise, the famous capital of Lffiguedoc, 
though its ancient splendour, contains 51,000; 

tiiis city is spac%Uf; ,aiid situated ’in a fine plain on the 
banks of the 0%iont\e; the street! are generldly wide and 
well built, aridjiherc are still to be seen in them the remains, 
of Koman antiljuities. 
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In tW thin! class we find Strasburir, containinry 49., 000 
inhabijints; Orleans, 4 1 ,000 and Amiens, 40/J00. In 
tiiis last place there are several manufactories^ and its inha- 
bitaiits are indu^tr^oiis : it also has o, cathedral, which is 
one of the finest Oothic nionj.iinciUs to be met with in 
France; and sx walk call^f L’Aiitoy dc^-'^rves particular 
jnciUion. iSisincs con^i^Jiis 59r^OO, e^id rivals Marseilles 
in point of anlicjuity^ formerly an imperial town, 
and cedebra^ed even- from tb,o time of the Roir.ans, coiitains 
')8,800. Metz contains 3,0*J0: this was an imperial town 
iiiuhn' Charles V. and was tal’'#n ii1 l^Gvf'by Mcnry II. k^ig 
of France; the Jews who settled here, and a remaininiT; 
portion of whom arc still to be met witli, contiibuted con-' 
siderably to the prosperiijy which this place enjoyed during 
the sixteenth century. Caen, in •Normandy, contaitiS 
:u,000; Bruges, 33/300; Angiers, 33,000; Montpellier, 

• .‘Kh900 ; lFjeinis,*Ch'riuont, lU^sanqoii, and "Alexandria in 
Piedmont, close the list of the third chiss» B helms con- 
tains ‘J2,000 inhabitants : it is nKjrc celebrated for its extent 
than for its population; the streets aie s[)acious, and the 
houses well constructed,; it has a great lonnbcr of manu- 
factures of various stuffs, veils, 8cc. .The dry eledky soil 
sU) which this city is builU has afibrcleal its ichabllanis the 
means of constructing with verf little trouble exinemely 
large cellars’; where most of the wine, produced in Cham- 
pagne is deposited, and undergoes very great naulteratioii 
before it is sold to the publtc. Clermont, the ancitMit 
capital of Auvergne, contains 30,000 inhabitants: its streets 
are mirrovv, and its houses dark; but its scjiunes, foid walks 
are beautiful : a sort of woollen stuS' cailed rathic, abo 
Jinch and ribbon, are manufcctured here, iiesancj’ofi, the 
ancient capital of Franche-comt6, contains 30,000. Alex- 
andria has acquired fresh ^importance in coitseqnence of its 
new fortifications : if there is no error in the last statement 
made of its population, this amount^s to 30,000; previous 
however to its iinioa with France, it contained only 10,000. 

In the fourth clas^^ancy contains 2y,700, and Versailles 
about 000: tlie ‘‘ ^litary pomp’' {pompe solitaire) On-. 
latter, Tqjrjpes even the most AivolouS mind to mediiati m. 
Brest cdli|;^1ns £7,Q00; its road is able to receive five hun- 
dred ships of the line, but the entrance is rendered itarrow" 
and difficult by rocks and {^hoals. Dan kirk contains about 
££,000 inlmbitanta”; Rennes, the capital nf Brittany, aRout 
£6,000; and Troves, the ancient c»apital of Champagne, 

■ its hollas, in consequence of the great scuicity 
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70 Williams's thavels 

of stone, are nearlv all constructed of wood. TIu;/ town 
(formerly imperial) of Aix-la-Cliapelle, famous for 
ral sprin*i>s, contains ?i3,400J many causes have made this 
place lcs>» splendid than formerly ; among: others, one of the 
principal was tlic great frost, which destroyed most of irs 
olive-trees. Geneva, /oniier/y an inclcpcndant republic, 
but now the capital of the departn^,ent of Lemaf», contains 
about 23,000 ; Moniaubun, wifiose prosperity was consider- 
ably augmented in consequen^ce of the refugee which it 
alVorded to the Calvinists, 22,000; and Avignon, 

'i'liis last place hils often changed its rulers : it belonged 
successively, after the fall of the Roman empire, to the 
kings of Itah^ to the Bourgiiignons, to the Ostrogoths, to 
the Franks, to Charlemagne, and ,to the emperors of Ger- 
many : it passed afterward to the counts of Provence ; and 
then acquired indcpendance in the twelfth ogntury, and 
govenimont. by its own magistrates. Levris.VlH. next be- 
came its master, then the counts of Toulouse and Poitiers. 
Jane of Naples sold it to th^. Pope in 1348, when it suffered 
dreadfully by a plague, which took off a third of its inha- 
bitants, and among others ihc^ celebrated Laura. It were 
to be wished that a y.eil could be drawn over the horrors 
which succeeded its„rcunion to France horrors which were 
nearly as destructive as tlifa plague itself, and presented a 
still more hideous picture, — a picture of human ferocity in 
tiie last stage of depravity. Avignon is subject to great 
floods, produced by the overflowings of the Rhone and the 
Durance, which have frequently destroyed a part of the 
town. The first on record was in 1226: that in 173 o did 
great damage, but the most tremendous took place in 1801. 
Mentz, the ancient capital 0 / the archbishopric of that 
name, and situated at the junction of the Rhine and the 
Maine, contains 22,(XX) inhabitap,ts. With the exception 
of one good street, Mentz is badly constructed ; its houses , 
being gloomy aiid ill distributed, and loaded with super- 
fluous balconies and iron gratings. Grenoble, the ancient 
capita! of Dauphiny, is supposed contain 25,600: it 
stands on the IsiVe ; and has manufactures of linen, hats, 
and remarkably fine gloves. ^ Dijon, formeily the capital 
of Burgundy, and which has distinguished itself of late 
years for its c^dtivation of the arts ana sciences, comprises 
21,000 individual^. The place wears the appearance of 
having seen better days : its cbor^b, calh^d Notre Dame is 
remarkable for the lightness arid elegance of its structure. 
Limogcii contains at least S0>600 : its comineice consist*' 
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horses) oxen, 8cc. ; and it has manufactures of linen and 
porc^ain. Tours contains abt)ut 2(1,000: this place, where 
the kings of Fvancje frequently used to reside, was formerly 
Very flourishing, bwt is now in a state of decay, Toulon, 
the most important port in fhe Mediteiranean, contains 
22,500 in’Anbicants ; Ihjjrt^pe, 20,000; L'Orient, which was 
commenced only (fqntaijis ‘Jf), 000 ;• Arras and St. 

C>mers about the same each ; Tournay, and Asti in 

'Piedmont, about 1,000 each. 

The number of towns in ilje f^ftl)^ cla€S is still more con- 
siderable. Abbeville, on the banks of the Somme, con- 
tains 13,100 inhabitants : this place owes is prosperity to its 
manufactory of cloth, established in l()G5 by Vanrobais, a 
Dutchman. Louvain, on the Dyle,, contains about 19,000; 
and Mons,^ 19,000 : the riches of the latter consist of its 
coal-mines. Vh'Jeneiennes, ftwmcrly a frontier town, and 
famous for its lace, contains about 17,200; Douay, IB,000; 
and Le Mans about .17/-00 : tjiis Iasi j>lace sufl’ered dread- 
fully during the war of La Vendee. Poitiers, the nnci(?nt 
capital of PoituU, contains^ 18,200 ; it*is badly constructed, 
and nearly siirrouiuleTl by rocks. Idte rivers Clain and 
Boivre run close toAhe cast, and west* sides of its walls, and 
n.mder the approach to them v-jry picturesque. It offers to 
the antiquarian nimicrous remains of^Komau edifices. Nice, 
the ptirity of whose air is so well knotvn, conta'ns 18,400; 
\'erct;il in PicdiDoni, 18,300*, La Rochelle, celebrated for 
its 1‘amous deiVnee by tiu* C’alvinist in lf>27, contains 18,000. 
Ih)urgos, which is considered as the central town of Franco, 
contains 15,300: its cathedral, which was ccAistructed in 
the seventh century, is rendertd curious by the variety 
distinguishable in its architecture. Namur contains 17,000: 
Ypres, about 15,000; Maestrichl, l7,900;^Malines, faiiieiis 
for its lace, and llavre-dc*grace, l(i?0U0. Below' 

these the towns begin to be difliciilt to^ class; in conse- 
quence of tlie slight dilference between their respective 
population, and inconectness of the only documents 

that can he procurlSj, Savillian (or Savigliano) in Pied- 
mont «(ipp^ars to contain abeyt 17,500; Coni, l6^5CX); Casa), 
about 1S|Q0(); Carcassone, 15,200; Castres, 15,300; Niort, 
enriched by its manufactures of shamoy tnd woojlen ar- 
ticles, l(i,000; Saint Stephen in the Fmests, famous for its 
iiianufacrure of arms, l6^200; Courtrrn*, celebrated for its • 
fine linen, Cambray for it# cambric, Chartres for its beau- 
.Ufy* steeple, Falaise in Ncirmandy, and l..aval, contain each 
at least 14,000, but not above 15,000. Blois contains 13,200; 

K 2 



72 WILLIAMS'S TRAVELS 

Avif^oulnnc, 14^800; Bezirrs, 14/)00; Moiidovi in/Piocl- 
Ti)onty 14,000; aud Moulin^, about : this vist is 

celehralcnl for its ciuIcmt, the beautirul loinb o[' Moutmo- 
rencNj iU barracks, ;;r>d a walk called tlfe Course of Berc\;* 
Aleii^on, Colmar, and Ba}v')»ne, about 13^000 each : the 
last is both a fortifitd ]dacc and/j sea-port; its piladel was 
<'onstrncted V)v V:ml>‘in : a saijdbiAb, , renders the entrance 
to its harbour ratlu r diih.culr** Saibe contains about 7,000: 
it is rcjnarkable for a saU siu in^'j hiclj is a sonro'c oi’ wtathli, 
to the iuluibitaiits. Beauvais contains 12,400 ; IBom, 

1 0,300 ; Grasse, 1 2,50© ; 'aneb Anverre, 1 2,500. 

thus find that France pO'-scsses six towns of the 6rst 
rUu'^s, six of ihc second, four^ecH of the third, twcnty-threc 
<^f the i’ourth, and fori y of the liiVh ; eleven of wlticli last 
include al)Ove 18,000 itihabitanis each. 

It is necessary U> observe, that the foreji^oine; calcnlalions 
are loundcd on documents wliicli are cxtrf-mel v •hnpcrfect ; 
but they vvill a'flbrd a iacility of comparing the rdalivc 
population of tiu* I’rench totvns. 

A sixlh class nii,i’^iit be made of places wliich, liowever, 
from tlieir stnall imporinnce, hardly dt'serve the name of 
towns. But iht'rc are.some of these, wliich from particular 
cau>cs deserve bein<j; mentioned. Ban, tboitgli it coniciins 
no more than 9,000 inliabitams, should be noticed on uc- 
count oi‘il- ancient s^o^lcndour, and the ideas which it reeals 
of LJenry IV. Chambeiy, the former capital of Savoy, 
coutaiiib , 10 , 800 . (dierbfinrgj Calais, and Boulogne, merit 
atteniion, though the largest of them has not above 10,000 
iuliahii^tuts^ Nevers and Issoudun ct^nlain about l(),ooo 
each. '^I he ancient U)\vns of Autun in .Biirguiicly, Saintes 
the cjipiial of Saintonge, and Valence and Vienne in Dau-' 
phiny, do uoi contain inore thati 1 1,000 eacli. Is'arbonnc, 
the ancient of a Homan ‘province, has not abovi'. 

9,000; Aucb, which is remarkable for its cathedral (one of 
the fin< >t in JO ance), ^abont 8,000; Perpignan, 11,000; 
Albi, on the 'Fain, famous for the cojfncil held there iti 
ll/f), contains 9, boo ; Pu}'^ about 10, Mulhausen, in- 
cluded in the dc|:)artmcnt of the HlVine, contains 0,000 ; 
l.uxembourg, so ren()wned for its fortifications,; 10,000 ; 
the ancie nt t4)wn of Treves, about 9^000; ahtf5j0ciblentz, 

. nearly •] 1,000/' 

I have thus, my ear friend, endeavoured to set before 
you*the comparati^ViO popujatibg of the diflergnt towns of 
this v<^t republ^l^hit it is U^essary to add the, population 
of the Italian Ifepublic^ of' wh^ch Buonaparte is presiaV'^ty 
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f:pinp\ilcil by some at 3,329,395, and by others at aboni 
4,000^00; also the populatic^n of Holland, which is at his 
disposal, reckoned at 1,881,881 by Etienne, though Pin- 
kerroii cstiniales ii? at 9,758,6:32. • v 

Kespecting* the revenue of *this country, it is impossible 
to form exact calcula^’on, as the means of its exteripr 
resGM-irces are unkiipvy»/, J^i the budget ^ the revenue 
Was stated at seven hu;fdred •millions of iiaiies;* of which 
we find above a hundiv(( and twenty-three millions under 
the articles '' ex^raord. iary means’' and extraordinary 
and exterior receipts.” Ma.^y vfclf informed f>cJSons with 
whom 1 liave conversed on this subject, say that the re- 
venue is much more consid*>rable than it is thus stated to 
h(‘ ; but, from the Fii^st Consul’s character, lam inclined 
t(j think that his account would ralficr be an exaggeraliou 
of the resort rees of the country. 

Whal jw*e calfed here ‘^direct and indirect contributions/* 
arise from taxes on the lands, on doors and windows, and 
on patents ; revenue arising fibin national domains, A?/po* 
iitt'ijucs ct currgistremeut (a per-centagy paid to goverhuienf 
on the transfer of larjds), \msloins, tolieries, stamps, salt- 
])its, and (*oinag(?. 'J’hcse amount 551 millions;:}: but 
from this sum are to be deducted 21,534,900 francs,^ which 
tlie different (]c[)artuients conlilbutcd towards ihe prosecu- 
tion of the war. The rest, except tlte, sum arising from the 
moiuy vvhieli the civil ofiicers are obliged to deposit in the 
hands of govenuuenl as thiir security, is accounted for 
above ; the total making up the seven hundred millions. ' 
The interest of the national debt, including rinnuities and 
pensions granted, amounts to the sum of 82,075,517 francs; § 
ai|d tile numlx r of individuAls who receive those provisions, 
is 30(),()lO. Ihit in this calculation the debt belonging to 
PiedmoiiL is not inclutted, which amounts ,to 2,677,277 
fnines ; || besides 500,006 francs in annuities/^* and one 
luillion for pensions. , 

TIu' revenues of^he ancient monarchy of France amount- 
ed, according to tliX^tatement of M. Necker, to 475,2y4,027 
livres.:j::j: The expellees of the state, on the same authority, 
exceeded that sum by 56, 14<?, 973 livVes, Hlf and consequanl- 
ly amounted to 531,444^000 livr6s.§| Th^ interest ot the 


* Nearly ‘JO, 170,0001. sterling.* t 5,ll?.'>,000ft 
I 3,419,8131. • J| 111,5531. 
ft 41,ti06l. K At)0Ut 19,800,0001. 

•Jyiiy, 143,5001. 


J '19, !)() 0,0001. * 

*♦ ‘10,8331. 

About 2,340,0001. 
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tiational debt he stated tit 162,486,000.’*^ The state/ how- 
ever, was also burthened witfythe interest of sums bon*owed 
by anticipation of the ensuing taxes, ^ and these sums 
omouiued to 76,892,000*;+ and there were# 29>o60, 000 livres 
of pensions, not included irf the account of the national 
debt, f 

According to a stat<fment lately |(&’l5lkhed by the govern- 
ment, it pays the sum of 87,40>3,7 63 francs ^ annually for 
the interest of the national debt, for pei^sioiis, for the in- 
terest of llie diflerent securities, and for' the sum allotted 
for the reduction of the debt; which amount, deducted 
from the seven hundred millions said 'to be the present 
revenue, leaves them a surplus of 6 12 .596,234 francs.^ 
Before 1 quit this subject, I lliink* llie following calcula- 
tions arc worth inserting; M. Arnauld stales, that during 
the revolution, 9)ere were twa millions of litres in gold and 
siver in France. |j He estimates the number of Fr^mch acres 
in cultivation under tlie old ^government, at 102 millions ; 
and their net produce at 1,926 millions,** the produce of 
the manufactories at '303 millions,++ and the rent of houses 
Ht 300 millions J.}; * ' 

I have now stated to'you whatl have been able to collect 
respecting the nature of tl^e government, its population, 
and its fiiiatw^s, Yoiq have thus the outlines of the pic- 
ture; and with the ai^sistance of those friends of yours who 
know the country, added to that of the authors who have 
written more fully on the subject, you will be enabled to 
iiil up the canvas. Would to heaven 1 were by your side to 
prepare the pallet ! 


Namy, Sept, 3 , 1804 . 

I have somewhere met with an author who, in describing 
the French, *.says : he grand characthe eU bien p/m rare 
panni les Francois, que Chommt d*esprit. It sent bien plus 
susceptib/es de gatantcrie ywe d^anumVy dc plaisir que de bon- 
heur, ct de bravovre que de / 

From what 1 have been able to this is a faithful 

|)ictufe; though I would have^it understood iliere are many 
exceptions in it. The same versatility which; renders them 


-y' ■ r , 

^ About 6>7ro,'350l. t ^bout 5,203,8331. t About l,f?ai,000l. 

About 3,042,OOOL « f Nearly 33b, 0001. || 84,000). 

: 80,C>5^CK)I. ft ^1,047, pool, "ft 12,300,000). 

Iff 'laSharacter of greatness is far more rare among tlic than 

th^t of ; they are much more susceptible of gallantry than 
pleasure Inaii happiness, and of bolduesb^^tiian courage/' 
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men of easy acl dress afid polished wit rhomme (Tespnf), 
prevents them from attaining that solid judgment whic h con- 
stitutes the great man le ^and characthe)* If wc may 
judge from theii\want of discretion in talking or their 
fcimoiirs, and the iafamous manner in which they speak of 
females of every description, (1 am now cJliiding to young 
FrenchmcJ^,) the scconyl dbservalioii will he found to be 
accurate. Respecting t^'ie fyird, we^have onlytOi>ee the 
number of tiiose in thts^ country who procure themselves 
-pleasure, and coinpare luih- with the very few who are 
really happy, amli we hhali' f nd^ ll^at riie account is not 
exaggerated. T1 k\ last remark is founded on the impetuo- 
^itv with which die French soldier attacks^ and iiis dis- 


couragement when onc(; defeated. 

The want of education which ttc French youth have 
experience^ for the last ten years, has been greatly detri- 
mental to tlic f^ciety of thi« and every •other town iu 
France. The consequence is, that we meet with very few 
young men who arc* in the h^bit of frequenting the good 
company of the place. They pass all their mornings in th% 
coirec-hotiscs,. where smokiyg is j>ermifted (a custom which 
they have contracted Since their campaigns in Germany), 
and at the billiard-table ; and this is Repeated alter dinner 
till the playhouse is opened. They are almost nil abouncS\ 
that is, they subscribe a small sum^ lor admission by the 
week, month, quarter, or year. Thi^ is tlieir grand re- 
source, instead of improving vheir manners by mixing with 
people of respectabiiit}’. Another amusement which has 
always been resorted to with avidity in this country^ but 
never so much as at the present moment, is gaftiing ; from 
^the man of fortune who stajies fifty louls at rouge-et-?wir, 
to the poor w retch who sells his coat for fifty tq^ pur- 
chase a lottery-ticket. Tfhis must ever bq the case where 
the means of gaming are so profusely bestc?wed on the 
people as in this country : lotteries are drawing ewery 
month ; and tickets are sold so low^ that the mcai^st indi- 
vidual can procure'\nc for less than a shilling. ^ 
sequence is natural : the mother deprives her family of loo 
to proctirce a chance ; the s<?rvant nobs his master to try 
his luck; while those in higher life often puts an end to 
their existence, after having ruined tl]efliselvc;> in ns 
diabolical lure. In every great town the government 
licenses gaming-houses, where people of fashion, nieic aa 
aud banb^rs, men and woiften, may hnpoverish themselves 
gcCi£^ 4 fdif[g to law. The giifting-houscs throwghou 
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are contracted for in the same way as you would contract 
for a loan in England : 1 aiy tohf that one ].>erson at this 
moment has the whole mass of these abominable institu- 
tions under his nianogeuient, for wliich ht pays to govern- 
ment an enormous sum. Formerly it often liappened that 
people came masked to the gamin able, underran appre- 
hension that if their /catures ^verq^jscovered tliey might 
]<.»se their reputation; and in tk.e tii,}\^: of the duke of Kiche- 
lien’s residence at Bordeaux, nmpbers ot* merchant-i^ ol’ other- 
wise great respectability riiinetf themselv^»*s under tliis fatal 
disguise : but now the lltihg ki done moiy openly, and the 
title of jonevr (professed gamester) is ik:|| longer considered 
as a disgrace, 'rhere are individuals even of the lirst lairn- 
lies who keep licensed public gaming-houses, presiflc at 
tljeir own play-table, 4*Tnd consequently are liable to the 
abuse of every vagabond who chooses to risk his<hirty soi(s; 
yet, these persons are received into the first 1‘irclei^of society 
in France. 

i\n Englishwoman wouh> be much shocked at being 
ififoniied, on entcriti^g a room, that sucli ti lady had l>een 
divorced, that another was pulXicly, living with the gentle- 
man b\^ her side, tiiid tliat a third intrigued openly witli the 
|)(?rson who was plnyrng with. her fan ; yet such would site 
meet with very frequently, bid she go into (a>!rij)any in this 
country. I hear indeed that they are purifying by degrees; 
tut that during the revolution, if they bad debarred theiii- 
sclv(?5 the company^ ol* people tf the above drst'ription, they 
might have been left entirely alone. Nothing eotitributed 
so much to^hc immorality of the time, as the i’aeilily vvilh 
which married people procured a divorce during the revo- 
lution ; at last it was merely nctessary for this purpose, that 
the two parties should declare before a magistrate that their 
tempers did , not? agree: thus it w^ns not unusual, 1 under- 
stand, to find men and women who had been married five 
or six times within a ^vclveinonth. Now, howa>ver, a di- 
vorce is attended with more difficulty ; the government 
has wisely turned its thoughts to that sy^ect, justly retlcct- 
iug on the importance of preventing an evil which tended 
so much to the immorality of fhe people. Fprjtnerly divorce 
was ineornpatlble with those who professed tbemselves of 
the Rotnan Cat^iolic faith ; but owing to ibepassu’e dispo- 
sitions of French husbands, of those times, and the 
undchtmulmg that existed between thehli and theii^wives, it 
was ha^ijr necessary, domestic comfort did imt enter 
into tlieij' caicujatioiis. od ente/ing into matrimony 
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agrcoJ on ilio luatcli before tlje nieetinq* of tlie 
pHities, ;uid t*very thiog was arrangcf], wlicn innle/noisellc 
was stMit foi iVoin the conveiiT ; and after the trousi;eau 
(wedding-dress) was^prepared, sin* was often niiited to a inaa 
old enough to be iRn* grandfather. It is nn necessary for 
HK? to state the natural result (jV ^ncli an. union. Wutiicii 
now i\‘eeive^an education njore suitable to hein 2 :s chistined 
to pass th('ir duys in society- "gAneieniiV the eoiivenr gav(* 
tjiein a tasti* for tlie ranf:est bigotry ; or so disgi^stcd them, 
with religions eeien;oni( , tha^C^vhen they enleia d the world 
t!]ey had notlnng bio* religion *or i[n'yo*i[fal in their coin- 
portion. 'The e.^semial riidiiiieiits oi‘ b'rench ecincation at 
prescuit are ({anciifpTand lunsie ; the i'lrst of vvhieii is con- 
sidered as indi,?|n‘nsabl y ii<•ee<.^:l^y, and oilier aecpiirenienls 
must he neglected ii the piqul does no4 pos^t'ss an apt talent 
for the eapeiy ng art. 1 am informed evum llial tin; young 
•Itidies vviio ;p'e now under the Imiids of ihclr lulors, will l)e 
.a])le to uritellieir own language with tolerable acuuiraev. 
"Jdus giv(‘s me great pleasure ; Jor L know many b'reiieii- 
wonn.m of the old school, who received ^vhal was onc(‘ con- 
sidered as a very liberal cdncalion, and sf'.aik tlieir hmguage 
with great purity and elegance, yet write and spell worse 
than an Knglish cook-maid might be expccled to do. 

.Before I close lliis letter, 1 »iust remark fow grossly 
ignorant people of almost every descriy)tion am., res[)eetii)g 
the manners, religion, and troveriimeiTt of J'h gland. i 
nave really heard some that hii4l Ijad a couiparati v<*ly good 
education make reinaiks upon my own nation, whi<di I 
thought it degrading to myself to refute, and which 
could only be produced by the most tin paid (.»i]ffd>le want 
•vf infbnnatiorm Among otlier eqnaUtf u^itsihlr. obser- 
vations on lh(' same subject, a French gancrad now em- 
ployed, stated that be liiid paid particular attention to 
the geography of England, ami had iiisco\<1ed to his 
great surprise that Scotland was separated iio:ii it hv tiie 
Irish clianncl ! You may easily aifppose that I did not 
undeceive him. Ti<i^ L^enend veiy gravely iivlormed 
that ill ease of an ii^vasion of Eugiurul, he (*x[)ecn d to 
have a particular comnuiud: be did *nol state il'»e nature 
of it; but I bad a strong inclination la tell him. that iiorn 
his complete Imoiclcdge of the cuuniiy, he% oaghi ^o be 
landed on its northern coast, in older to eu^ od all com- 
inunicatiop. will) Scotland. * • • 

This om* of liie lielv*l-ofli(*ers wlunn we now he 

meet, that have been raised lioin tl e ru. ks ^ )et 
WILIJAMS.] 
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such men, from th(‘ir thorough knowledge of the details 
of military operations, p^ovc better commander? tliun 
their opponents, who have learnt the art of war ilteorc- 
tically only. 

]^a7in/, 1 , 1804 . 

In consequence pf the vc;ry ^Usohligi/tg manners oi <u!7 
English cruizers, the external cqjinmcrce oi this connfr; 
is nearly annihilated; and the principal inhabitants oj 
Dunkirk, Nantes,^ Bourdcau^, Bayontve, Marseilles, ifvc. 
are almost niinefl. 'i’hb people of tlJs country are mu 
quite decided whether it is the amhilioivof our govei nmeru 
or their own that has led to this i'»nlortnnatc rtijnnre, 
though they begin to see a littloMnore cleailyof lai‘.‘ on 
this subject, than thf^y did at the time of llie cornnienrt'- 
ment of hostilities. According to tlu* work Ivlnch J hnv, 
before quoted*/ this nati<‘n in 1787 entphnu^^l ,(»n t 

tons of shipping in llie c xpoitatiou of gO()d.*> from ii - ihf- 
ferent ports; and the vjifiue of its exports iii that Viui' 
amounted to t\w. foj lowing sums : 

< ^ I ivia>. 

Produce of its soil every dcsciiption . . 8n,47-/)0O 
Produce of its imkvjstry » , . . . . C‘n . 


Total .V'r;>.()04,(KJ0; 
Hovr small a portion of this sum now remains to the beijedr 
of Enuice, may easily be cbnteived fiom tin ixui^e abo\e« 
lUaled. 

Bfjoiinpprte is endeavouring to coantr.rpolse. in a certain 
degr^:’e, llte ill effects arising from the loss of In.s external 
tiailic, by projecting canals wdiicli, if ever liny are finlsiied, 
w ill 'greatly facilitate the interior navigaiion ot this iinim nu 
empire, l^'he following are the*pnnci[)al ones in coniein- 
plation : 

1. The canal which is to supply Paris with water from 
the river Oiircc] : this is in a state of foi^vardnc ss. It is then 
to be continued to Pouen, and thei^e to Dieppe : a com- 
iiii^uicalion between the latter jdaec and Paris will be thr. 
result, without the n6ccssity*of goiiyg up the Seine, winch 
is not at all times safe* 

^ Vu], 1. pa»e J‘ 18 , 
t 12,a78,000r. suriinj^,. 

9,630,r)0<i 


f22,OOB,^0(‘l; 
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TliC ('an:5.1 uf llie ArcleniK's. This canal is intended to 
connect tlie Alcuse with the Ainc hy iiieanfe ol" the river 
i>ar. I'he iihinc will thus cc^nnuiiilcate with ilie ocean by 
the Mouse, Bar, Aiue, Ois(‘, and Seine ; whicli will facih- 
•a.:e tiic transporlatioii of Dutch ' inercliandize tiirough 
Fraucr**, as well as wood from*tlie i’orost/d’ Ardennes. 

‘i. {’roiJi j.a Ivie to Lundrecies, and fVotn Man- 

h('i!:^e to Uiiis'.els. Thi?» citipil vvouid be of tlic utiiKJSt iiii- 
portatu'C,, ia atVordiniJ the means ol’ coininunicating by^ 
biaiudics ibroiigli .La'rrouvUo, l.c Picton, & lA)rncau» witfi 
ibc Sebcid on owe side ciiuj tb^^ ^leu.o/ on the otlu r. it 
would also procu'ie the means of commnnieaticn with the 
Khine through 'th'i canal of 1/a Fosst.^ i'higenienne. 

4. The eanal cn Niji^vre is intended to join the flighci 
ladn* with the S('ine , 

o. The ^caniil of Ftovins, intended to join the W)iizie 
with the* Sehtt^; whudi • would b(‘ a rr('*it advantage* to 
l^iris, by lacilitiiting the business of eciiveying [)rovisions 
i'or ii)e inetro[»olis, ^ 

(>. Tlie eanal from the Rhlue to the iiiowths of tlje Rhone. 
'’I'his c'anal, the most important ih it^caii be executed for 
this {‘ountry, is to eoiTiiect the Mcdiicnaneaii sea with the 
Cierinan ocean. Tlie centre is to *be at Valdieu : on one 
side the (‘ommuniealion will \y.‘ estaClislietl '/ iih tlie Mcdi- 
terraiu an, hy the Doubs, the Saoiie, and the Klionc ; and 
on the oilier witli the <Jennan oceaft, by the Ille and the 
Rhine. • 

7. Fanal from the Rhine to the Seine, The name of thi^ 
eanal is alone suilicient to indicate its importance with re- 
i.pect to liu’ commercial intcucoursc whicli itnvill establish 
between Fra^ice and (-iermany : it is also intended to fonri 
a second line of i'ortification for the clei’enee of the country. 

b. Canal of St. Quintin, intended, to have five branches : 
the first is to join the Somnie to the Scheldt; by St. Quin- 
tin and (..lambray ; the second will form a communication 
belwet‘n tiic Oise and Somme; itnd another, at Oise near 
?Joy, terminates >,t St. Quintin. This canal will he of the 
titmost consecjuciu^ to the internal coinnierce of me Low- 
countries : as it will communicate yilli tlu‘ sea at St. \ ;dery 
by means of the Somme; witli the Seine by means oi tlie 
iiise ; and with the Meiisej, through ihm canal jji Inch is 
ii!(( tided to be formed in order to join the Oise to the 
Sambre. 'I'he third branch is to join tl^^ Oise to the Symme,. 
wliicli , Avill git ally fi^cilnale the transportation ol coals 
fe ;3rffiepits of Auzin, The fourth branch is to join the 

• i. *2 
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Sanibre to the Schcld, between Charlerby and JBrus*' 
sels. ^ 

(). The canal called La Censee, which is considered as 
one of the branches of, the canal of Si. This is to 

establish a ooininiinication between Cah^is, Duukiik, Lisle^ 
X)oua>% and Paris.' 

"I'hese are draibrless miglity scln^mes ; yet sliofild Pnona- 
pai'fe ever allo'w Ijnnselt a hkU' ^ears of peace;, I think the 
greater part. ol‘ them wiil he put into execution. • 

Having thus given you ac(’Oiint of those (‘aiials 

W'hirh are in eonl*mptit!*on,tit is lightj that I should not 
neglect, such as aie already finished. ( 

To begin alpiiahetirailvg the first is, jitV/e ranal called t;i 
Frencli JJrs Aipnies, wiiich coniu^cts the Hiiram e with thc'. 
Khone. It iias two i)rAnches, both commencing at .Malir- 
ruort. f)ne of the great advantages of this c;Ana], is il)e 
irn an.s whn'h iV ailords to 'i va'st <^xtcnif of epunrry, of 
obtaining \vat(n' for their pasture hnuls ; which, heioie its 
construction, weie burnt u]< by the great heat so severely 
icit in t'i('s(' parts. 

Ci. ijUHii Jv Ilunyaijjinn , in Uhe department of (lard ; a 
siiinil (‘aiial, ('oniirctiyg i)’A;gtu s ^5(n les to the Hhone. 

3 . Canal ol’ Ibairc-;., This is tvvcmty leagues in length ; 

and has o!j it ibr(y-t,wo sluices, the first of tlie kind that 
were exeeiiled in Tii^nce. By means of this canal th(* 
Loing \> rc'iultned navigable as far as the Seine, a little be-* 
low Nemonrs. • 

4. Canal oi’ Ih uck, in llie de))arlment of the Lower Rihne. 
This canal is lour leagues in length : it coininenc(‘> at. MoL 
sheiin, a’Kprcnninatt'.s at Strasbourg. 

.3. Canal from Brussels to Antwerp: forming «'i roinmu- . 
rirati<m helween the Seine and the Sclield ; by means of 
tlic ]\tg 1, wl.iph empties itscHbinto the lailcr liver: it 
])ass<. s til rough A-lalincs. 

(). CenLiai canal, Ibrmerly called canal (hi Charola'ts, 
T'ms canal extends twenty leagues, and penetrates a moun- 
tain lor the space of about ibiirtcon ^uuclrcd yards. Ju 
'naat adviinlnge is that of comrnunicflting with tiie Medi- 
> .anean by liie llhoiie, with»tlie ocean by tlie l..()ire, with 
tjc Channel by tlie canal of Briare, and vCth the Soine iu 
t a\ers< ng PariL This triple c'oiiimunlcat ion has given it 
p. so the title of Canal ol' tlie three Seas."' 

7. -Canal of the Co]d-c*oast, hkewnse known by .the name, 
i Buigiindy canal. It is fifty Idagnes in length ;\;nd I'on- 
pects the Saonc to the Yonne, receiving lite nvcvs Aix'kt?Hice 



ItlROUfiH FRANCE. 


81 


and ?i lc',*..uc and a lialf from Joigny, It wm 

proj('('t<.'d durin''^ l{i» Henry IV. 

8, T'anal id' Cran Muus in iftc den. i fment of the Mouths 
of the 8ii(i le. 'rUis can .1 (!eri%( ' supply of water from 
t*lie Durance, traviV^-es arid ferr ..n- s'jthc Craii dVVrles, and 
«_nitpt*es iis: It' nii-» lire IJht.ne * .iries. Ji es not navigable, 
bu! iorns j^cie-if mnnber ol* ' . 

<). <bmal from Douav*to ancf Lcns»; completed in 
i)y pi'der nt Le\^ic .vtV. 1 he coininiinication l.)e- 
't\vc(‘(i j.cns and L sla I : :.trea<iy taken ]jlace by the river 
Dcndt', and, a eon?, nii • . ,on . 1 ^liic^io^ver IHadc. This canal 
joins die Ias at. \i ,o ti/totf, uliich eornrniniieatcs with tlie 
rit a h\ othc»s ; a’./ir? hv such rncans ?iie .l*ys and the Denlc 
are connoeicO uiilfili. Sea*j.»e, ai\i] that coinmnnicates with 
the Si held. A pf^n is no\. in ex^j^culion to connect thft 
Sc [i<'id vvri]i toe Suiinne hv lee ineaus of a subterraneous 
passage. • • • 

10. ' Cana] of (Jiv(jis. did-, (which is eointnenced) is 
jiityii' <•(! to eunneet ilie iilnniii to the Loire by the JilUe 
ri\ er ( i ler. 

11. (yaiinl from i(» Malint This serves U> 

estabi.si! a com nienica; I./ Iielv. ee?) ^Louvain and ^lalincs. 
it is i’oiir league;, ni length, sixty feetjn width, and eleven 
in d('ptli. d hi boats Vvii!*.-! p*ss on it are si \rv ieet long, 
twx’lve fec-t laige, atiJ driiw from two to three nret ot water. 
Tin- adjaecMit la.ni nas doubled in value* since U.e coii.Ntrut> 

i'nfii oi iliis canal. • 

IC. Canal <ti iai<;on. Tins extends from Liu;on to the 
sea. and is about two league's in ienglh. 

Jd. Canal of Lune, or Ganl. This al^o jcfins the 

• sea. , .,11 

].t. Canal ft >m the Mense to tlie Rhine; known oy the 

name of Fosse Fugcuiepiie, in consequeyee hs being 
commenced by orde r of tlie lainous Trinccf Lugeiic of 

Savoy. ^ _ 

15. Soutliern canal, fonin'ily caviled tlic canal ot l.an- 
giiedoc. d’his connects the oetean to the Mediterrane;m, 
and is fortv-five Ic, “f*gue.. in length. It was execiiiod by 
IVter PanrHiipiet; from th^' plams^ol the ce]e])rared An- 
dico^sv, the Idurth direct ancestor to the presenr g( nna 
ot that name. In order to cifect this junctic^i. 

e .rv to cut through mountains, and ('Icvatc vai c>s- 

bason was constructed at Norouse, fiftiMiumlied yar^.s m 
u rnMh f nd three hundred in width, tins place being i 

between the two iseas. la order to leiani it. 
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constant supply of water in this iJason, &. reservoir was 
formed at Saint Ferol, 2,400 yards long, 1,000 yards wide, 
and 60 deep ; its shape is trtangular, and it is inclosed by 
two mountains and a very strong bank, iriiis bank supports 
an aqueduct which ;conveys the wat^ to the bason 6f 
T^orouse, whencetdie canal *s always adiply supplied. This 
'canal will always be a monument of human industry, and 
proves what difficulties niay,.lio s*urmountcd by genius and 
perseverance. There still remain however two great works 
to be accomplished ; one in the neighbourhood of Carca- 
conne, ordered by th^ foiwr States of Languedoc, and 
brought to a state of forwardness by them ; the other, whicli 
bas been a long time in contemplation, S%''a bridge, to serve 
at the same time as a canal and aepieduet, to cross the river 
Orb at Bezieres, by w<hicii means can;iages might run by 
the side of vessels in full sail. , 

]6. Canal du Morblkan which comv?cts the Ramies 
with the sea, and is about a league in length. 

17* Canal of Orleans, er I)/i Loiref, connecting the 
Loire to the Seine. It begins at Port Moran, and joins the 
river Loing after a (course of eighteen leagues. The Loing, 
having passed through Nemours, fails into the Seine a Intle 
below Moret. This/^aiial has thirty sluices; and was linisli- 
cd in 1092, after being teu»years in completing. 

18. The canal of Montargis was constructed in 1720, in 
consequence cf the' river Loing not being navigable fioiu 
JVlontargis to the Seine. • 

ig. Canal from Ostend to Bruges, There are three 
canals which serve to open a commiinicaticni between 
Bi uges and the sea : one, named Le Riye, passes through 
Daiinne. A second, which is near the iirst, was made in 
consequence of its being perceived that the former could 
not always be sufficiently supplied with water to render it 
navigable. ' This second canal has water enough for ships 
of 400 tons burthen ; which can now pass from the sea to 
Bruges, by means of sluices that have been constructed at 
Licke and PJassendal, and are defended by forts. The 
third is the canal of Ostend, which <>rings vessels of from 
two to three hundreds tons to Bruges, j'he basons which 
terminates it can contain a hundred vessels. "Bruges com- 
munieotes with Ghent by the Beheld, and from Ghent there 
are various canal's to the different towns in the Low-coun- 
triec. The rivers Scheld, Searpe, and Lys, are connected 
by canals; and conduct to Tournay, Mcnin, N^islc, and 
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Douay: this lenders the inland navigation very active in 
the north-west of France. « - 

^0. Canal de la liobiney or de TAMcy joins the Southern 
^anal ; passes thi|)iigh jNarbonne, navigable; 

and throws itseffv^*^ IVJ i^rlitoibun^^un nt the port ot* 
Nouvelle. ^ • 

21. Ca^al de la Ritdclje, .conimuni 4 ‘aling^\vith the Rhone 
and tlic sea. 

We find from vol. ii. page 282, of the %vork which I have 
before quoted, that agriculture furnisjies articles for the 
internal commerce of France,®to ftie®janount of 1,820,000,000 
francs; consisting of wine and brandy worth 350 millions 
of francs, oil OOmiiliions, about 700 millions of corn of 
diflerent sorts, 404 millions In cattle of various descriptions., 
fiO millions in fortige, 140 millions *in wood and cliarcoaL 
:35 millions in wool, 2,3 millions in silk, and 50 millions ia 
hemp and flax.* Rut this is* not the whole of its internai 
consumption; as France draws a great (piantity of wooh, 
flax, and leather, from other Countries. 

It will not be uninteresting, 1 hope, Jio insert here the cal- 
culations of M. Peuchet reftpecling the number of workmea 
employed in the various branches ofindustry in the country, 
and in the difTerent towns. Fie staled that there arc 42,000 
in the country (I think he cofisidcrably under-rates them), 
and 215,000 in the towns: that 4lui formei gain about 
19>350/)00 francs (806,250l.) a year, reckoning 300 work- 
ing-days ; and the latter 900*inillions (37^500,0001.) 

We find in the Memoir on the Admiuistrauon of (he 
Commerce and Colonies of F^’ance, that the profits arising 
from the different branches of French industry amo.uuted 
in 1789 to the sum of 504,7^50,000 livres, thus 


Nearly as follows : 


£. 

Wine and brandy 

...t 14,583,33+ 

Oil 

2,500,000 

Corn 



Cattle 



Forage 

2,500,000 

Wood and charcoal 

833, 33+ 

Wool 

1,458,33+ 

Silk 

1,041,66C. 

Hemp and flax 

2,083,334 


Total £.7S,S33,S3* 
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linen , — 

*; iviJis. 
]fii/2oO,000, 

w’oullcn goods ? — 

y2,,'A)0.()0(> 

bilk goods — , — 

fashions (r/wdrsy , — 

4 !/)()( ),000 

' .5,000,000 

f 11 r n i t u rc a 1 1 & c a r p els %- 

800,000 

mercery and irt^ninongcry , 

7.5,0()ff,000 

tanned ariick^s, and fure ^ 

0,000 000 

jiaper ^ — 

7,000,000 

gold and silver work — 

2, .500, 000 

Muith’s work — * *■ — 

f.8,200,000 

soap — ' — 

.5,000,000 

s u gar-re fi n i ng — 

o,.'^:00,000 

salt — — ' 

2 , 700,000 

tobacco and SI luir — 

1 ,200,000 

arts and trades' — 

fi0,0i,''0,000 

Total 

504,760,000 


M. P(MU‘}iet observes, that it may be easily imagined this 
table cannot be at the present <ime^cxa(‘tly c'orrect as to 
several of tlie nrlieler : for instance, tiie sugar-refining 
timounts to less than^ above stated, and the produce of llie 
gait to more. But as it is Vlic only tolerably correct list 
which 1 can now find, have sent it for your perusal. 

The produce of tlie mineral substances Ibuud in France 
h us follows ; ' 


' Noafly as follows : 

Linen • * b,7 1 

\\oollcn goods 

Silk goods 1,733, 33.*^ 

Modes. , 208,333 

Furniture and carpets j 33,3331 

Mercery and ironmongery 3,12^000 

Tanned articles, ^md furs 2/;0,000 

Paper 300,000 

Gold and silver work 101,167 

Smithes work 1,59 1 tOO'/ 

Soap 0 .S. !1 208,333 

Sugar- fining •,.« 24 <l6(>7 

"Sait... 112,500 

Tobacco an^l snufF 50,000 

Art*) and trades 2,500,000 


X.21,031,25D 
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Total }l5O,lO2,O00K254-,2Hliia0aj^oj4,4O3,^ 



^ C 

If to the foregoiog statement you add .tJn millions of 
francs,** at which thei^ product of * the inlaiia fisheries are 
vatuedj you will be vnabled to form koine idea of the 
amount of the severe# objects which the difTcrenif 

branches of the injerior navteation an^ traffic of France. 

•^The tolls levied on the different ca^^^als vary according 
to circumstances, and therefore cfani/ot be exactly ascer- 
tained. They are under the* contiol of the prefects of 
departments, who report to the minister of the interior 
concerning them : the mittisiejr then i.ends his ordeis about 
lefting them, raising'or diminishing the rates, &c. 

The roads are kept up by means of turnpike gates, at 
which are paid the following tolls; and these are Jet 
every three years to ^^the highest* biryier approved by 
government# The roads aie under tl e direct'^pn of the 
prefect and council general of each department in which 
they are situated. 

Toll iox distance of five kilometres (a league and 
a quarter.) 

« * C( ntimes.f Sola. 

^ . ... ** ' 


Tor each horse or mule, drawling a waggon or 

cart ....... 10 or 2 

For each ox or ass drawing a waggon or cart ... 5 or 1 
For each horse or i^ivle drawing a carriage on 

springs 15 or 

For each horse or mule carry! rig a person ..... 10 or 2 


For each horse or mule loaded (pack-horse) ... 5 or 1 

During tlr3 five months from 15th Brumairc to 15th 
Germinal ; 

* Myriagrams. f 

A carriage with four wheels must only weigh 450 

A carriage with <wo wheels . .. . .* 250 

A carriage with four wheels of 9 inches and 3 lines in 

width 550 

A carriage with two wheels of 9 inches and 3 lines 

each S50 

During seven month<s, ftoqi 3 5th Germinal to 15th 
Brumaire : ^ . 

,, c Myriagrams. 

A carriage witb ifour wheels iptinSt.weigfa not above — — 550^ 
f with two - » 370 

^ 416 , 6661 . .. , 

t A ttntinie hundredth part of a frauc ( or tOd. sterling), 

I A inyriagraill is ct[ual to St lb. 1 oz. t dr. aroirdupois. 
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l*bave noA given yoo as^cenrati ai;k account as | can 
procure, con<^rning the different pleads of the 
comtneroe of fe^nce, and the mems of conveyance Used 
in it. I omit nlfer ting the»respeolive roads ivbic^ serve 
for this purpose, A they are to be fourW in every itinerqjy 
of this country ; b\t vk d^scription^f the canals is not so 
common. , • * ^ 

• . Nancy, Janua^ «6, 

I have just return^ from making a post delightful tour 
in the Vosges, with a friend ^ndT ha> family in whose b<||ls)^ 
I was staying for some time. He resides about sevea 
leagues from this place; and is particularly anxious, by 
his atrention to*,jthe 'Enghsh, to prove his gratitude for 
the asylum wbicia our country affforded him dufing his 
exile froiti his own. Having recovered a great part of 
his property, flie is able to display the hospitality which is 
so corigenuil to his disposition. Air and exercise were of 
infinite seivice to me, and leaded to pake me lose the 
bitter thought of my being likely \fi remain long absent 
from my native land.# • 

As tiie French here go into the country to retrenchf 
we do not meet tlie same luxury aifd comfort as in Eng«* 
land; and this observation is farliciilarly just at the break* 
fast-table. Instead of the eoinftiruible me .l which you 
find on your side of the water, where every thing provokes 
the appetite by its dcligRtful cleanliness, we perr*nve 
here the tea- tilings displayed upon a deal table, without 
a cloti) ; and most of the people eating tbeir breakfast 
in their bed-gowns, while they run about the loom. In* 
stead of that pleasing reunion of all the family which 
takes place at an English breakfast, we heie seldom see 
the ItUly of the house preside',* and very^fe^ of ihe party 
assemble at the time appointed ( about nine) to eat their 
first meal, as many of them bieak fast in their bed-rooms. 
Afterward, those who shoot amu^e themselves with their 
guns till one; whtyi the dinner-bell is rung, and all meet 
togetlier. This repast is much more comfortable than 
the fpriper, aud there is always S great variety of dishes 
on the table; b^t^tbe eye of the F^nglis^mian searches iit 
vain for the sideboaj^d, which is generally laid out with 
so much meatness ih bis own coui^ry: neither does bf- 
find tbe,pmteVo bright, ihe glass so well polished by rub* 
bin^ ihe Ipxpry of a horsehair chair, or a carpbt. ft 
may be said, .where th^ Dippetiie is good these aiticies ar^ 
* M S 
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tuperfluous; but cuist ih has made them sjj familiar to 
nsj that we are lout udote we can be x^conciled to 
tbeir loss. : y ^ ^ 

In the evening thdse who like waj,^^' better than« 
cards, make little excorsions*- in the niV^bburhood ; and 
at;nine supper is served up: after wl/ch a cot^versation 
generally ensues, replete witi^ aH t4e life and gaiety 
^|)^>tfiniinate the natives of thi^ courvtry ; and often inters- 
pi^rsed with observations which ar^ both entertaining 
and instructive, particularly to the sitranger who wisiics 
fo0 information respecting their customs and manners. 
Here it mu^t be observed, that the French are not only 
more coniiiiunicative than ourselves cf what conc< rns 
such points, but also in ^^regard to the c?(M|)erirnenrs vvhi**h 
they make in the diflerent branches o£* manufuciUre and 
arts. ,, 

In consequence of the tacit permi'<sion of thd general 
under whose orders we are, was induced to take a little 
tour in the mountains of the Vosges; and returned very 
muoh delighted with, my journey. Our party consisted 
of the family with whom 1 was 'residing in the country, 
and some of their Parisian friends; five in the whole* 
The first town which Ve visUed was Epinal, most beau- 
tifully situated on the banks of the Moselle, and in tiiC 
midst of mountains cohered with immense fir-trees and 
oaks. It is one of the cleanest towns which I have seen 
in France, and in almost every street there are tvyo streams 
of the clearest water that can be ima giried. The Moselle 
is famous for •‘the transparency of i s warer, and in sum- 
mer offers some true iy picturesque scenery ; but in winter 
it is subject to great inimdutiohs, and mu^h mischief is 
often the consequence. 

Our next sKige' was to Plorabicrcs ; a place celebrated 
for its hot sj)rings, the virtue of which corresponds with 
our Bath waters. One \>f them bods an egg in a few 
ininutes: but when the water is put over the fire it is ob- 
served that it does not boil sooner th^in common water. 
Another singular property which it possesses is, that on 
touching a glass filled <yith it, one can hardly-^bduie the heal ; 
!>iitwe drink tht'^water Without incpAv^pjelfile* Tins town 
js the general resort of the fasbioxiabie /ffjmaies of Paris 
who either i#, ov fancy thejjnltelvq^ so, \n order to in- 
duefe their crcleiiloiifi husbands tt^iod^lge tbjem ifi a jour- 
^|J hither: which latter case is' -very comipon when 
’||^^^dame wiste|j .tp .itnake aa-assi^lialioij with t3^e pbjecf 
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her illicit amours, as it is ne^^r considered xequisite 
ihM the husfand should ac«ompanJ her. . , 

Nothing can surpass the roman t|t scenery in the neigh^ 
l^ourhood qP^)uibi<ires ; particularly the Vrfilley of Ajol, 
about two leagl^s distant, *vbich is a favorite excursion 
with vis’^tors. , Ev\y tiling here is remarkably cheap : bo^d 
and lodging can l\* pgocyred for fgiir, five, or six iratics*' 
a day, according ro#tbc ifianner in wliich we be 

accomirfodatccl. 'Wie town is famous for a spirit dislWro 
from a small biack^nern^ that grows wild hereabout, and 
called by tiie nauves kii\^ca^zcafsat^, or Jcirken^u'asser (^chf^rym 
water). People become very fuiul of it by habit, though, 
it appears to me necessaiy to have one's throat jpai?cd in 
order to drink any quantity » 

After exaininujg all tiic beauties of Plombii^re^> \ve pro- 
ceeded aVross a jAirt of the Vose:es to Ueinireraont. Every* 
sicf) in •h* sc ^nctiantiug niountains recalled to mind the 
happy rlays which 1 spent in South Wales. The coinpari* 
tioa between my [)rc£ciit situation and lliose sljort-lived ino*- 
ments of tclicily, was not calculate^l to make me an agree-, 
able l ompanion: l.ihcttfore took my horse and Jeft the 
carnages, that I might wander 'm tlie inoiuitaius and in- 
dulge in a melancholy which, when iIk; heart is oppressed^ 
proves its greatest consolatiol). 

llem.remout is a neat little t4)\vn, edntaming betwccis, 
two and three tjiousand inhabitants. The soil of this dis- 
trict produces rye, oats, iifillet, bnek-wlitat, agreatquan- 
tilv of wood, and pasture : which last ia u> be found some- 
times in the midst of the iiiqst barren lauds, ^n cousequence 
of the inliabitauts havujg eitlicr biuught the soil to tlie 
spgt witli immense labour, or conducced thilher the rivulets 
in wliich the mountains abound, ai orUoi to iertilize their 
little property. Py diis means they fire *ena bled to cut 
their grass three and sometimes four times in a season; 
and mow so close, that the whole country appears, after 
having undnrgQiie this shariu^y like a garden. 

Next day we pjoceecled to the house of a friend, where 
we staid, some days, after passing through a vvilTmouutain^ 
pus'couiitry \yhich is called Switzerland in minijiturc. Wc’ 
dined in our.^^^qy qli the borders of the \^ike of Gerard*- iner, 
the surrouhdiiig scenery of wbich is very beaiitiflil. After* 
staying some lime with this gentienyrn, wlio entertained ys 
with; ajP ^at hosp;ilalijty which renders a couiitry-Tiouse so 
dehgii|fu4 \ye returned through BruyCres and flcrnbeiyillef 

FroB?p>. Od. ;o 5s. per duy. 
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10 the place whence started^, having mad| ainostde«r 
li^btfui tour of about An clays# 

Before I quit this su1|^ect, 1 must inform y^h that these 
mountains contain immense riches; and wq^tbey explored 
properly, would prove a vast source of wc^h to the cotin^ 
They include ihines of iron^dead, ^ver, and^eopper ; 
^ some of which ar^ work'd; but »ot«onA grand scale, for 
capital. There are quafries of granite and marble 
^f'^rious descriptions; and a great quan tity of hot 'springs, 
the principal of wlii<;h are at Plombi^r/i^s and Bains. The 
manufactures consist of irbn* Un\ glass, pottery, paper, deal 
boxes, wooden shoes, pails, Sec. laoe, cotton, linen, wool- 
len cloibs^ and tntoing. 

The Vos^ges contain a number of detive hat very poor 
inhabitants. Government would , iind a jfreat advantage m 
giving them more encouragement, from the incrci'ise of the 
variety of articles w hich might be produced nom fire con- 
tents of these truly interesting mountains. 

In the Vosges 1 heard of a crime produced by the revo- 
Jation, which is truly \\orthy of its origin : it was common 
during the troubles ; and though •in a • manner suppressed^* 
still exists. A set of ineft called (kaffjfear^^ enter Solitary' 
iarjii^houses, and place* the inhabitants with the soles of 
their feet to the fire till they declare where they b«%ve de- 
posited their money- I one pwr man brought into 
court wdth his feet in a most dreadful stale, caused by the 
cruelty of these savages. The persons concerned in tbifj 
,fy>rrid aclioa, six in nunibcr, were condemned to the guil- 
lotipe. ♦ • 

During my stay in the country*, I frequently joined i» 
parlies to hunt the wolf; an animal extremely fovinidable 
ihere in the winter monilis. The manner of itiis chace is 
as follows : Tlip g^me-!t;eepers in tUeir walks distinguish 
the print of the creature’s paw in the snow: they then 
hasten home, and give nowce to all the sportsmen in the 
village, as well as others who are interested in the destruc- 
tion of this enemy. Tb<^ party sally oyt ; most of them 
armed with guns, ^nd some with pistols- , The latter go 
into the thi.cke»t part of the woeW, noise ; 

and when they p<5.rccdve the aiiimal, they Si#. The wolf 
then genefally runs straight from wards the others ; 

w^io have previously e^icirpled the^ wo^, apd now bre uJt 
him os fiq is pn the point of crossing the riding. 


* Heaters^ 
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immense for4sls mv intersected wit! roads whiefe facilitate 
the*destrttctl4n of ifais and! serve for the convey^ 

ance of the wood to market. Tht!| gentleman with whom 
► I was staying^M^l^ns aiuiually about fifteen hundred pomuk 
sterling from hisToiisls. • 

On th<^ side of \it.k ndine ne generally perceive tr?p« 
for small b£fds ^ aim !s*not wiiusmul for the person who 
occupies himself Jr*, •this sport, to catcli ei^fVor 

ten dor^Ai m the coSb'se ol the diiy. They principally eba* 
sists of scibins; of 4hic*h the French epicures are remark-*^ 
ab’y fond, when ionsted on a litfle wooden spit: I cannot 
saj", however, that I admii*e them. It has been reinaEfred 
in countries uh»^'ie such numbers of these birds have been 
destroyed, that blights and caterj^llars become muck more 
numerous than be/ore* 

» 

• 

ylprit4, ISO:}. 

After the confusion from^ which IVance has sufiered so 
many years; after the torrent of immorality whic h so Jong 
overwhelmed this rcmifiVvnized nafci »n ; the government^ 
as the waters subside*}, wisely thought it expedient to raise 
embankments to secure the counfly from a future inutida- 
tation. With this intention ^it has* i stab) schools in 
the different departments, as well as ia the 1 1 pUal, m which 
six thousand boys are to have education at the ex-* 

pence of the public, Maiiij’ vvil) thin ie* eive instruction 
from which they eon but little benefit, in conse- 

tjuenec of being educated la a riictnner ill adapted to their 
Circumstances. The ^acan^'Mcs being offered* fo candidates 
of every description, many offer themselves who would 
have been bitter cmplo^rdU in learning to gain a livelihood 
by some mechaftical |>rofessioii ; and if they succeed, will 
choose rather a state of staivation white they write pam- 
phlets in a garrbt, than support their families by manual 
labour. These evils will probably be rectified as France 
becomes more re-civilized. The principal object of the 
government is, to disseminate widely a thirst after know- 
ledge, which may act as a counjerpoise to the perniciottiS 
doctrine’of i^dcriltg lha people ignorant in order to rule. 
Ib^m with gtdker facmly.^^ Another purpose in iiy titutiona 
€>f ^^ry description^ founded by Buonaparte for the educa- 
tion oPiAiMr^n is, to' tflake them a nation of soldiCrj. 
elnsivefy of the militaiy academies, the Jveeums which 
have i^filablished' oblige all the boys to wear an uni- 

Mfm i ifikf signals aoiong them are made by beat of 
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drum, and their orgaij ization is formed on fee model oi 
^he military regulation! of tbetcountry. Thu/ Buonaparte 
never loses sight of bis main project, that of^ubduing the 
neighbouring nations, which he means Hfj^ect by num- 
bers habituated to military dicwpline and Jf^refee from their 
earliest youth. Ho?tever .he may jus tly^ne accused of ca- 
price and tergivcrsaticya in oihcj- r^sp^ts, .he is constant 
^au&tmiform in this; and if death rite's not shortly ier- 
zfffnate his caieer, theic is every reasvm to fear the result 
of his scheme. , f 

The system of public Instruction has been divided into 
primary schools, secondary schools, lyceums, special hchools, 
and schools for the public service; whicli arc all subject 
to be inspected by persons sent by the government to ex- 
amine whether the pupils ace properly nnstructed, and to 
report the same the chief. The primary and Secondary 
schools are for the children of those who afe abi# to pay 
for their education : the respective districts only furnish a 
house for the teachers of them, or a sum equivalent bo tlie 
rent of a house large e,nough to accommodate the sejiolars. 
These schools merely, instruct chfldrew in the elements of 
their diftercnl studies; Und the paymeiTL to be made by 
each pupil, is regulated by the council of the municipality 
in which the school is situated. 

The lyceums are intended for instruction in higher 
branches, and it is here and in the special scliools that six 
thousand four hundred children receive their education 
gratis. But the lyceums are permitted also to have scholars; 
who pay for their education ; and if I may judge of the 
rest by that in this department, such education cannot be 
of the best kind, as government'is extremely backward in 
supplying its allowances for the support of this establish- 
ment. It has eveiV been known, that the government-pupils 
were at times sup'ported from the sum received by the 
masters from those who pay. There is a lyceum in every 
district having a tribunal of appeal. Of the six thousand 
four hundred pupils, tWo thousand four, hundred arc to be 
chosen by the governtnent from among the sons of the 
military ; or of those who are edSployed in civil ofiiceS;^ and 
have conducted tVemselvcs properly. Theste must be nine 
years, oltf at lea^t,. and fible to write and read. The other 
four thousand are to ''he' selected frem. eight thousand pre- 
sented to governmi^ by the diffa^’ent secondary schools^ 
in which there is t^^be on annual competition each de- 
partment is to offdr a number of fCandidates in proportioa 
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to its population. The public scholars can only remain six 
years in the Ux'einriS at tlje c^pencepf government : at the 
end of \v hi (‘111 period they are to unjlergo an examination ; 
tand one-filth to be seiccied and scut to the special 
school best sui^e^io iher caj^acilj^ the'e to be educated at 
the publyir expencXfbr tvv(5, three, or fSur years more. « 

Th(^ col l(^ge of b juKK^ i^^ an institytion as venerable as it 
is ini[)ortant, and tie*<)u)y t)iK^ that was not abolish-c'iHfflr- 
ing t()e *revi)]ntion.\ h run hardly be ranked under tiTe 
head of spcidal sch(\:i.'., diough pupils tlicre receive gra-* 
tuitoiis insirui tioti in tin* *superfor branches of science. 
There is a prolessor foi each of the following sciences : 
astronoinv, iitar hematics, physics, medicine, anatomy, che- 
mistry, natural history, the law e^‘ nature and of nations, 
Ijistoiy, moral pliiloso[)hy, Hebrew, Araliian, j[^ersian and 
Turkish, \jfree^, Latin, and, French llterc^ure. 

The s[Vcial schools niny be eniuneialed as follows : scliool 
for the study of natural history; to which are added che- 
mistry, botany, mineralogy, liorticnllLire, &.c. : school of 
iiu'dicine in all its branch( s : vneriumy school; school of 
living Oriental lang#utge^ ; school ot painting, sculpture, 
and irciuti'clure ; where tficre a rc^n'.ie professors, besides 
eight assistants ; conservatory of iiuMc ; and eonsorvatory 
of arts and trades. la^t is a C(jlh*clioti oi* die diti'eteiit 

utensils necessary f(u* tlu? cxerci^cf <>4^* every ii ide, and va- 
rious models. It is the intention of governmeut to estab- 
lish a cer ain winuhcr of pr^dessors, foi lecturing on the 
tlifl’erent braneiu-H of mechanics, and explaining the nature 
of the i'es[)ective instruinents«eni ployed in eve»y profession. 

B(ffore [ mention the schools destined for tiic public ser- 
vice, it is necessary that I should not puss over those for 
the instruction of'the deaf and dumb, and the blind, of 
udiich interesinjg institutions 1 have alreaffly given you some 
account. 

The i^chools destined for the pu4)lic service are, the poly- 
technic scho(d ; the military college at Fontainbleau ; the 
college oi' Coinpigye, for the navy and tor various arts ; 
the school of artillery and engineers at Metz; the school 
for bridges t^nd highways ; fche scfiools for naval engineers 
and navigation at^Purls, anil in the thirteen princyial sea- 
j)orts; the scliools for the study of die theoretical and prac- 
tical bra nehes of minerirfogy : the theoretical is established, 
at Paris ; and the practical in the department of Mont 
Blanc, in the neighbourhood of the lead-mines of Pesay ; 
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with another in the dejfertment of La Sarre, iiigh the 
of Geislautern, neajr Slarbruclf. / 

The various schools^ above-mentioned iniycate by ihei| 
names the purport of ''their institution, /tife polytechnic^ 
school may be consideied as a nursery for the other 
jTructical sc1k»o]s. In this th^ nilmber c/ pupils limited 
to three huudied theyi.-are instructed inAhe higher branches 
^ them cities^ physics, chemi^ry;, At the end of three 
years, thej" aie exainiiied by inspect oi/i, appointed' for that 
purpose; when, ifappioved, they arf appointed to eithei ’ 
bome coinniission in tht^ aim/, or a pia* e in the public 
offices; but if not appioved, they uie diminished. This in- 
stitution IS considered as the inosl iiseihl of its kind in 
Franco, and has produced a miniber hf vtiy able men. 

Such then aio (lie establis»linienis which govcniinent has 
founded for tlie .tnstruction of youth in tins coiuAiy : tlicy 
aie at present in a state of infancy, and theicfoie it is not 
fan to judge of them harslilx . In all there are numerous 
abuses,' which are almost daily lectificd ; and perhaps they 
will thua in time bo lu ought to some degiee of perfection. 
As the means of reclainiiiii^ tlie iitUion to a seOrtC of its duty, 
the government has wi^tly thought it Tight also tore-open 
the churches, winch had some good effect. I shall 
therefore devote my next to a description of the state of 
i*eligiou:> wor.>hlp as ite^tists at present in this country. 

Na?icy, J\ify 29, I8O0. 

The re-oponing of the churches in France; and the 
means thus prjcuied to a suilering people, ol publicly offer- 
ing up then sujiplicaUous to tbeir Maker; certainly pro- 
duced a iavoiirabie sensation inUbe minds of numbers tor 
ward the restorer of that religious consolation. But first 
impressions ave not very durable in this country : in the 
sequel, as you may suppose, there occurred a forgetful- 
ness of this favour as thcmovelty of it ceased; and now the 
benefits of religion arc not considered as an availing coun- 
terpoise to the heavy taxes which the same man has im- 
posed on bis murmuring people. 

You are doubtless already acj<‘uaitiled with the articles of 
the concordat ; the ratificuiionk of which W^re exchange^ 
between the Fieneh government and the pope, on the 10th 
<of September, 1801. ‘ This documti^Ut, including the reg^u- 
Jations respecting the protestaofe |iiM:>fship, was published in 
the form of a law, on the 8th of Apiil, 1802. It will shew 
-you that there jg perfect liberty rof conscience in France, 
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persons of every sect are eligible to the o^ceS of state, 
it *is mereJyvprovided, thaf if atiy/ successor of the First 
fconsul shouM profess Jthe prOtest^nt religion, a irOw ar- 
taugentedt feha4|^then take place between the Fre*dch go-- 
verninent and th^see of Rotne. ^ 

Be^’or^ I send ytui an acctjunt df the present ecclesiastiasil 
division of* France j it ^lay not be iMiseasonable perhajjs.td 
^peak of that whieft exiLted anrler the old govern ‘ 
1789 there were s C(;iintry eighteen nrChbishops, and 

'a hundred and twelve" bishops ; i’orty thousand parishes 
(livings)* seven liundrcd of vvhfch were dependant 
foreign dioceses ; eight hundred monasteries for dien, thir- 
teen of w^hich were in a siiuilar state of depOndance, and 
two hundred and eight j-one foi) women, eight of them 
dependant in the same w ay ; aiul six hundred and seventy 
chapters (a soi^ ol monasteries, the memlxjrs of which were 
allowed greater freedom,) twenty-four of wliich were for 
females of noble bin!), aird f^m dependant on foreign dio- 
teses. The tax w hieh the court of Rome levied on the 
archbishops and b.shops in France, amounted to ljj94>810 
livres;* and their whole revenire was 4,9^19>000 livWs.d* 

The revenue of the difierenl monasteries and chapters 
Was enormous, and called lotj/lly for*the chas^i'ing hand of 
teformation : the misery which that reformation inflicted 
e>n the mamorous members of ihfnf, the mere drones, of 
Society, w^as severe ; and w^^s felt the more deeply, as its 
snft’eters had so long previoulsy feasted on the fat of the 
land. Franee, however, 1ms been a great gainer by tb^ 
siippT^^ssion of tlH'se establishments ; but thif is only as ^ 
drop in tile ocean, when compared wiih the honors whrch 
tifrsul ted from the same appit of reform. During the pre- 
vailing for pillagin^g the pi^rerty ol^all public bodies^ 
the with w hich the respective hospitals Were endowea 

were included hi the general w reck, and sold in commoti 
with the rest of the national elFedls : so that the 6ick and 
the maimed were left wkhout an asylum ; and a 
p^nee was entailed An the succeeding government, for re* 
establishing these charitable initiations. But futurity 
occupied only \vSrtaAll Spale in the view of the wretchdl 
Who then directed ^public affairs. . .T j • 

To return to my Subject. France is now divided into 
ten archbishoprics^nird bisbopriciJ ; the holders of tho • 
former heih^ ^«ch wlloWlfd by governiiiCnt 15^0QO fraM 

If 2 



96 


WILlirAMS'S TBAVEtS 

annually (which sum may be augmented by the council^ 
gent^ral at the expenc^of the department), and the bishops 
lO^OOO.’^ The rectorsi'of parishes are allowed some J500 
francs, and others TheHattcr spmfe are so very * 

small a revenue, and are besides so ill pjSo by the govern- 
imtnty that its holders are in a state of )Vant and ^distress : 
thus not being able to^support a» respectable appearance in 
thf^ '^‘parishes, they meet with hu^ yiule conskleration 
among the lower classes, and are farifroin receiving the 
deference formerly* afforded by th(^ parishioner to his* 
pastor. Nothing can more* di'plorahle than the gene- 
rality of thi^. class of individuals in jnance. After under- 
going the miseries of a tedious and painful exile, they 
were induced to return partly* through tlie beneliis 

held put to them in prospect hy the French government, 
partly through a, natural desijc to return to tluVir nativt* 
country, aiulinany Ihrongh zeal for the religion which they 
professed. On their arrival, how painful must have been 
their sensations to observe the growth of immoral it}'^ since 
they h^ left their diifcrent pari?<he.s ; where, instead of an 
asyiunjTor their old age from th<^ storms of life which had 
so cruelly buffeted theni, they found <^nly the prospect of 
disrespect and poveiiy'l The consequence of this i>, that a 
number of the present clergy being considerably advanced 
in years, there will be found but few regular priests to re- 
place them when they die. In^each diocese indeed there 
established a school for the instruction of young men in- 
tended for the church ; but so little encouragement is 
offered to ihenn, that few' attend these preparatory institu-r 
tions. 

. Among the clergy that liav^ returned to France afterc 
passing their emigration in England, 1 have found many 
ill the inferior class who speak wifh gratitude of the gene- 
rosity of our nation toward them : I have also met some iu 
the higher stages of ccck'siastical prefcrinent, who have ia 
conversation used equally grateful terms ; but in their 
charges to their docks have vilely deprecated that govern- 
jnent wlheb had for years preserved them from starving. I 
have heard ilie same efiarges /delivered by them from the 
pulpit, ^where ohc would liavc imagined that gratitude for 
benefits received would liavc formed g part of their doctrine. 

• And here I cannot refrain from stating how completely we 
are the jest pf the whole continent, for being betraj^ed by 

* and about 4171- 10s, and not quite ^21. 
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men oit whom we are lavishing immense sums of moneys 
and for harbonrivc^ in the bos{^m of otO' oKii conutn/ those wIiq 
qre scmJ'in^ itt\eiligenre of impottinu c to our enci^ues. 

, fn order t(% prevent coiifusicmj.iand religious battles^ 
which latter h;u^t?!4so5uetiji))es^tak(\') place bel ween contend- 
ing processions, ^'n'craiu(;iit has wjse;}' dt'creed {hat no 
■ Miich exftihitions shall <*xteiit! hevciKl the \val!s of 
church, 'I'hcie cafi ht*jio*yroie ranf claindi opened uidcs^ 
tliere ar#* six thousiyid oi* licit im: in thr plat^^ljat 

{hat case the ijul ist^ .•> <*f tins rehgioii the same 

privileges as tlie ca{lf^)li(‘ v. ^ • 

I'lie only ^sisltrhoo^l rt*^(‘sta!;!ished dnc'C the revolution, is 
that whi(‘ii rievotes itself ecti; - ly to the care of tlie siclv 
and wounded jti the •(luTc rent hospitals, and known by the 
name of the Sisters of Charily; aid if all ihe monastic in- 
stitution# had jonuded on the heiH'Voleiit princ^ipkas 

ot ihesf^ humble* iuirl table iiuns^ the abolition of 

thetri would hav" Ixaai ino^j icgrctt< tl ilian it is at: })rcseiU* 
These wortljy czaaOures d(‘\*ore thcansolves entirely to re- 
lieve the agonizing iin)rncnts oi* those v. iu) suffer from cliJr 
ease; and attend the at times fi},< n the stoutest heart 
slirink;;;, witli the most lieroie fortitude and erst^e ranee- 
1 have (d’ten witnessed their kind z^fforts to :ifford relied* to 
my c(iuntryinen, inv Je/h^c-p^isouerSy who v.\ wojn out by 
fatigue, and the extreme luff tf ^ nth. u oi‘ the i'rcnch govern- 
ment. Many were past recovery frfore tiicy became the 
patients of these good sl;t(«is: but uKiny v»thers still live to 
bless the day v/hen tliey were so fortnuatz; as to fall into 
such good hands. Since the benevolent sisters have under- 
taken to attend the diirerenl hospitals, cleairiincss and eco-v 
Bomj have been introduced there ieslead of the former 
horrid tilth and crnbc'/.zlcmeut ; ih^* sick iuan receives the 
tender assiduity of a fcinaie, instead ol'|he coarser manners 
of his previous attendants’; and ibe wounded soldier feels 
infinitely less during his recovery from the liiirts that he 
received in his struggle for glory. The consolation which 
these worthy females find in their own bosoms, i ' the only 
rccompence they scej^^for devoting their whole lives to the 
cause of suffering bum’^i|}S and to judge from tlie serenity 
and cheerfulness of their tenerai deportment, they derivO. 
that consolation in a degree equivalent fo their 


^ The personal attention vihich I received from this sisterhood* at Jvan^y, 
in tny recommendation of our poor countrymen to their care, claims 
public ackoowledgmenf of their wprth and my own gratitude. 
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As the Roman-catholic religion regains its ground iAr 
fhfis country, attendant sti|>erstition ’exercises her usual 
syvay over the mindi> of the greater part of thp lower orclerrf 
of the people* The for relics, &i‘. j)f^ails nearly to^ 
as great an extent as before ^he revnlutton. 1 think the 
nation may be clivitlijd into four*^ distinct sects : those who 
leal/y religious ; those who t^re ^nlv rigidly because 
thfj{»,|iiink it a (fistinction froir. the .taVoiirers of the nev^ 
cueder oi’ things; those in a state of ap^hy respecting reli- 

f ion ; and finally (of which there are mimense numbers in'" 
ranee),, absolute afhcisti. 

The people of this province were always noted for their 
strict attendance on divine viorship, and the Country-people 
for their gross superstition. As a proof of this, I liave only 
to relate to you an anecdbtc which I liad from unquestion-* 
able authoiity : — A village in the neighbourhood of this 
town, had, in con'mon with other places, a jJ'articidar sainll 
for its patron* On the very day' dedicated to this saint, the 
tones oF the whole district w^re so injured by the frost, 
that not u hogshead of liquor was obtained from all the 
vineyardjf. On this the saint was publicly threaterted, that 
if such an accident happened again on his anniversary he 
should be discarded, and his patronage given to a new saint, 
Urifortunately for the poor fefiow, the same accident took 
place the following yeu^r,; the consequence of which was, 
that his fiaintship was dislodged fioin the nich which be had 
occupied peaceably in the church from time immemorial ; 
then placed on a pole and paraded through the vinos, the 
people vociferating, Hold th,e rascal high enough, that 
he may -see the extent of the mischief he has done and 
ifinally throv. n into the river, loaded with heavy stones to 
yireveni him from ever appearing again. A new patron was 
then selected from \the calendar,, to succeed to the honours 
thus left unappropriated. 

This, my dear friend, is, an imperfect sketch of the pre- 
sent stale of religious worship in Trance; but before I cai> 
elude, I must observe that there is stili, ^mong the female 
Ijart of the nation, the same extraordinary mixture of devo- 
tion and gallantry for whiVrh tha/ were always notorious. 
Nothing can be mpre common /than to fateaar women vyho 
are knowif to be mitrue to their husbtinds' bed, descant 
upon the horrors of nqt going regularly to mass ; and a 
frihnd of* mine assured me, that a lady of his acqtiaiaumce 
excused herself from keeping an assignation winh him, in 



/causequet>pe of hex not having previoudy' r<?flcctfid tjaat k 
v^wvuld fall on Ash \yedn€5da> 

, Y Nxthn/f Sept. £ 0 , J 803- 

Yesterday the cMignsi sovereigns of France, the emperor 
ISlapoleon and tlie e//^/>m's* Josephine, passed through thi$ 
place in t^eir way tp ijtrajburg; where her majesti/ is JS* 
remain during the aAls<y)ce ck’ her imperial husband, isi 
on the point of taking the command of the grand arm>> 
A great part of it ha^ been parsing througlj Nancy for tbi$ 
last month; and 1 think a^fin^r «body of active men, sq' 
complete for service, never was <‘oilectecl together, jt 
could not help reinarkiug whut a great and advantagcoiiij 
difference has taken j.'kice in the appearance of the French 
soldiery, vviiiiin these last three ^enrs. This may be ac-. 
counted fftr, on considering the immense, numbers of fine 
young prtftuired by means of* the conscription, and 

the incessant pains taken b^Buonaparlc to bring' them tp 
a state of perfect discipline. •His guards are, 1 think, 
finest corps I ever saw ; but the heavv horse belonging tQ 
them a**e badly inoiinted. /fhe eltasseun oud hor.se* artillery 
are the most completely accoutred •for service that can be 
imagined, and their cleanhucss and discipline may be hel4 
lip as models to the troops of* any nation, i iie generality 
of the army which marched this^w^ty did v it con-ist of 
very robust men, though one corps of grenadiers was re- 
markably fine: the others wtu'e ratiier unclersi^ed ; but well 
made, active, and capable of sustaining great fatigue. A 
circumstance wliich ought to be noticed as a^striking con^ 
trust, and a pattern, to our own trQo[)s when tlicy take the 
field, was the very small c^antity of baggage that attended 
the- army; and wliich consequently must impede its pro- 
gress much less than the superfiuous lurruliei jliat too often 
incumbers the march, and counteracts the valour, of British 
troops. , 

Tlie passage of the army has been extremely binllicn- 
some to the inl^abiL^its of such towns as liappt ned (o lie 
in their way to thi^ Rhine. Most of the housekeepers of 
this place had from fi\ve to tten soMiefs quartered on them, 
or were obliged io f^urnisl^ tliat numbej; with money to 

S irocure lodgings elsewnere: they usually preierted the 
atier mode and tl>e sum they had to pay’ at ihe end 
tlie fortnight was Vj^ry^ considerable. Tiie troops in 
general conducted themselves in an orderly liianner, and 
piere ^wero very few instanqes of excesses connnitted by 
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them from I’nebrie^". All those quartered in tHe fs»ouse 
where 1 reside^ spoke * very liisrehpecttnliy of JF5uona|.v£irte r 
they l)i^ve an oj)inioa that general Moreau is with tt4 
Aastn)>n ujv.u r, and nuinhcfs pwfi^s^to intend Jdi,jf ' 
ing iiini n> :>ooii as thty enf^^s the hhifie. They numnur 
^ rv nruch al iheii'grcat jatigut^s; bat on luy ijientioninp^ 
this circianslaiH'e to^aii old IVerjch^ officer^ l^c plied : 

French sandier always *11111 rrwii is ; but lit does not 
’light, tlie worse for it, if hi:; eoimnandfr knows li?>w to iiat- 
ter his vanity at tin; mr^ment of his going into hattlin’' Itd/u 
what I iearii, BuonajVcirtc exctfls in that* ai 1, and ha-» cin- 
ployed it with very great success: bosiflex wlsieji/ije pos- 
:>e3ses the essential talciii of seizing erilical nuunentr. 
they occur Idr aiiiinating liis tiod'[>.s and thus leuding 
theiii to victory. In lus way through this place yesier- 
day, he was reinarkahiy altcntivi to tlje inhalMant.^ ne>d 
seemed to lie com ting popularity by ^ \frv aei o^' coJt- 
ciesccnsion that he could devise. The cries of Long Lvi- 
the emperor!'* w^ere very faint: yc, fn^siill boie inaiks ot 
batisfaction in his ca^iintciiance, and bowed obs<>quioius!y 
to ibe surrounding crowd. Tht^ aj?peaied deject- 

ed at the thought of'' the apps oJu-liing contrsl between 
France- and i\ustria :“slic ciKicavoured lio^cvcr force a 
bJiiih , a:s a reiurn to those who were desiuvus ol' shewing 
her respeet and aitendcyi. Sh< is infinitely more belovvd 
than her hnsbaiul ; in consefpienet; of iier eoustain endc a- 
vour to soften the ferocity' 'of his dispodtion, and the 
Batura! .iuipetuosily of his clunaetcr. She ]j:is already 
conferred iiivny (diligatioiib on lauiilie^ raiiitd i>y the xt- 
volution, and saved many a victim from the hand of the 
exeeiiiiciner. With respect to ker morality while she wa> 
JMadame Beanliai nois, notliing can he said ; hut every' 
one dor.', her. tfn^" justice to o\vn^ ’that as the wife of the 
First Consul^ and as r/;^/)/r.'>.v, her conduct lues been tnd- 
fonrdy bninane,, and remarkable for its tendency to imit< 
the coniending factions. Every tale of woe is certain td 
finding with her a iisterdng caig and sjie is never (‘asy til: 
the poor sidrerer is somewhat relieved from his ailjiction. 

1 have thought lids ja-stibea^ion of her character the 
more liecessarv, r as I iindersAind she *iias been .gnr,sU 
misreprese nted on the other side of the water. 

J|!}W ejo’peror |)as:se(j through this place yesterday in liis way 
back to Paris after thesljorrest aiiid most brilliant catupaiga 
that wjB be recorded via modern history. Triuinp!)ai arches 
were erehkd in every Iowa o,a his roud* ile arrived 



THROUGH FRANCBi lO/ 

l?rre about llireo oVlock.fn the morning, and changed 
horses by torch* light; during which time I put into hii 
diaucls u letter which the fllustrious Dr. Jenncr had the 
^odiicss to unite for me, solicitit^ my return in conse- 
quence of his nairing been of so mtudi bench t to France by 
means of the vaccine inpculation. |>jonaparle received 
the letteAwitli all the haughtiness imaginable; and gave It 
to a person in the sam^ carriage, without 'reading it. 

His conduct was^ v?ry dilicrent the last time he'^iass^ 
fhis way. Tiiis ma;. be easily accounted for : during his 
journey to the grand ^thete gxistc^l a forniidal)ie coa- 

lition against liitn ; but on his r(*turn that coalition hac 
been defeated. On ius way to the Rhine he courted popu- 
larity, under the a[)p/ehensiori of not succeeding bv the 
sword: but on ins return to Rar|5, he seemed to set the 
people at^lefiancc ; and assumed an air of arrogance, and 
a coulemjJt of 4hc public voice, so visibl^^, that we could 
not help remarking the coi^ast. Vast numbers of people 
were coileeicd t'roni all qiiarfctTs, notwithstanding his wish 
to pass through tlie town privately. His equipage consist- 
ed of three carriages, constantly chR!‘ging their .station as 
they proceeded ; his t)wn1bcing sointaimcs the and at 
other times in the middle or last: tfiis denoted a precauiiou 
which seems to indicate that iis majesty is quite secure 
of the loyalty of his liege subjects. 

Blit with ail his as.-siuned arrogufteS of iiianner, there was 
a mark of anxiety and mistrust displayed in his coun- 
tenance, which was discernible to those who watclied the 
motion of his eye. He w^as detained here about a quarter 
of ail hour, during which liilic 1 was very ii^ar him ; and 
on account of tlie recent events, I wa>. ilie more anxious 
to study the physiognomy of the person who liad acted tlie 
first part in the dreadful tragedy, l.thus^ became perfectly 
acquainted with it; and if I were now to ntect it in the 
remotest parts of the world, the object would he still fami" 
liar to me. I had formed a very Aroneou^ opinion of rfjc 
general impression of Buonaparte’s countenance ; aj 1 iiua- 
giiiecl, from seeing in at a distance, that it displayed a 
grec of ferocity and of penctratioi^ which I found that it 
did not on a mor^ minute inspection. By day light the 
iwiilural sallowness of his emuplexion gife^ a to liis 
general physiognomy, which is by no means pjeasing ' but 
when this is softened down by candli^light, hi.^ 
from possessing that vivaefty which it is stated to have, and 
appeared to me to denote great reflection rather than pene-' 
wir.i#iAxs.] * 4> 
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tration. I slionlfl not judjxe the possessor of tliat pliysiog** 
noniy to he nchlicled to pctulapce : on the coutrnvy, it. de- 
noted mildness, though accompanied hy haughtiness. Oiy 
the whole, it is a plei^f^Hiig counteiuuicc whe^ not distort'd 
bv v>assioii ; expressive ot gregt sense profoLind medi-* 
tation. 1 have thut expatiated on a subject which at any 
otTicr than the nionientous time in wdiich we lijfc, w^ould 
aivpei^j^frivoloiis but \vhich I, trust* you whll not deem so, 
aArr what has just taken place. * 

From the numerous unsuccessful attempts that 1 bate 
made to procure my *^iber^^y,<^on<;istent^vilh the parole which 
I gave on being allow-ed to come to this place, 1 have little 
reliance on the measure that I have just undertaken, ia 
order to obtain permission to return to England. I’lu' mo- 
ment, however, was soH’avourable, that 1 should have 
thought 111 }' self highly culpable if 1 had neglected it, I 
had already sent'io Buonai>urtO copies of Dr. Jcuyier’s let- 
tei throijgh several channels; among others through 
the means of Madame Buonaparte, who forwarded it to her 
husband during his stay in Glermany : but very likely ///j? 
rnajeati/ was too much occupied iiv^his ambitious schemes ot' 
aggrandizement, to lisLon to the petition ol’ so obscure an 
individual as niyscll*. I shall therelorc not give way to the 
hope of success, as 1 have paid too dearly already for being 
sanguine in my expectatipns on that head. 

A number of Austrian officers have been sent to tliis place 
oil tlieir parole, from whom I have learnt some curious 
details respecting their late disasters. They are extremely 
dejected in consequence of their shamelul conduct : they 
all say that it appears like magic, and that their line army 
lias been destroyed means of ^ hteh they are completely 
ignorant; but wdiich in reality may be ai-counted for by 
the cowardice and /reacliei y of many of their commanders, 
and the new mode of tactics introducod by their opponent. 
With the exception of siune of tlie field-officers, who are 
fellow-prisoners with us, the generality seemed very defi- 
cient in education; and this (poor fellows !)was the more 
conspicuous, in consequence of tlieir aBow^ance from the 
Trench government beir>g so ijmall that they could not 
afford to mainiain^the appearan^'e of gentJemen. 'I'lie Bus. 
sian offi(‘l'rs are prisoners at Luneville, which is about four 
leagues distant : 1 have seen some.of them; they seem a 
more' ftitelligent rflee of men, bql in education are not 
superioi; to thg; Austrians. 

/There ,;was i report that a number of English prisoners 
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\vcM‘e to be transfA'rcd from Verdun to this place ; but se* 
Tcral (I am sorry t,o say it; having broken their parole, the 
oitler was recalled. Here 1 caunf>t refrain from censuring 
^ifjose gciiilcinen fdr ilie measure ^|hich they have thought 
})^>per U) a(h)[K. in or({er regain then’ native country. 
Wliat(j!^(‘r Iheir *p'it!/;>iis.mig’ht be rc,spectiug the aibitrary 
condiiAof the FrcTicli government in luakh-ig us piibOlTeTs, 
they hacr given iheii •’jiaia|ie, and •eonsetjuently could ^not 
wiihnut eniuihng ini^e? v on uheir fel j( Av-eonntry~ 

» men whom iliey ieh behind. This refi ‘etioji will chmiujess 
embitter liie 1 i iKnay^wliit b, tlioiy Jljave* red at the ex»- 

p( tK:e oi liio^e uln.'sc situation was sLdiicieiidy lamentable 
be i ore. 

Nfincjf, d/e// CM*, I806. 

T am ♦very much grieved to inform you, tiiat 1 have 
hitii<‘rt(Mieai<i nolhing res^^eeting the letter wlucli I gave 
to Buor.aparti’ as lie [>asH>j^ through tliis ])iaee. I fear it 
’svill meet the same late as#the other numerous petitions 
wliicli 1 have addressed to fiU //////V.s7//, ami 1 must resign 
invself to my situafion as^wcdl as J 

V\'c are now exlreducly dull, in.eonsetjnoncc of IIh^ gaitf- 
tics of tin* eaniival being ended : fo/ a month or six weeks, 
while itLii. lasted, dancingf feasting, and ('Very sort of 
amiistmient, vvere carried to < %(.!css; htit wl em the scaison 
of Lent arrived, ail luerrinnnjt ci^ascnl ; and liie eontra.'^t is 
so great, that the town the n|>peariuiee ol* lahoun ig 
uiuler sonn* grievous public cahunity. i)nrlng iIk‘ eai iiival, 
masked balU ate very coninion, where every spreit's of in- 
trigue is carricil on ; hut the company assc^ubled llnnv is 
very luul iiuC'cd. W C a vast number of women at them 
in male attire ; that l>cing a very f* vouriie dress among llie 
fair sex of* this inition,.not only on thos^ oerasion , hnt on 
many others. This ('nsioufa.rosr. i<oiu m ni\*ot them being' 
under the neccssitv of using tliut chsgoise in tlie course? of 
the r(?volution, souictiiiies by way ol cmivemenec' in (he 
gnimeroiis peregrinations to which tin* polnual lionbirs 
I’ciulert'd them liable. Another reason, wlutrh is nerlntps 
found also among ladies o/ otheB comitn^^s, is the iiatuiai 
jn’ojiensity wdvieh*lhe sex have to use the aulliorllativc pn- 
viloges attiiclied to wearing ///c ran t^hatever 

may he the motive for^this practice, the cfh ' 
proditces is seldom pleasing; lor, iiufeptmdani 
extreundy unbc'coming, it generally gives such aii Ama- 
iioniau boldness in tliose who adopt it, that they L.’^e *id 
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tIiQ native softness of their own sex, without acquiring that 
tempcrctl masculine air which is^lhe peculiar beauty of ours, 
Another circumstance completed the disgust which this 
flress created in my inii^jl ; I mean the propensity which tl/e 
preuch ladies have to ride on^ horsebac|« as we do^i whh 
pne leg on each sidepf the saddle^; I am, nappy "howfever to 
s^Ty’^^hat the fashion is now ex[)iring, and ladies /oegin to 
Tide with a side-saddle } and ev^Jy thing being, as Instated 
before,’* "regulated here by fashion, 1 trust tiiey will all soon 
pse this nut hod. 

I said tliat ** ever/ thir^ es rvjgulated here by 1‘asliion 
and to shew you that the I'reneh are slaves to this, J need 
only mention that now the old order pf things i^: quite the 
fashion, and every one airecls the aiiiioi’tlie I’ormer court. 
.During the revoliilion, evi ry'thirig Roman was the iashion; 
it was the rage also to describe t}»e British govermnent as 
the most lyrannieal and eppre^ssive possilrie : n^'v it is 
fashionable to talk of it as a coxnplete oligarchy; and the 
bouse of commons as a factiousv turbulent set of imlividuais, 
indulging in all the ii(.‘cntiousness of debate which caprice 
may suggest, or persont'd interest tiictate : where individual 
anitnosity prevails o\'^r tr^ie patriotism ; and wdicrc eacii is 
more concerned in sejiking aftev pensions and sinecure 
places, than about the w'elfarctof the nation. 

There is a custom prevalent in this country, with whicli 
we are not acquainted *iif' England : 1 mean that of celo 
bi'ating the saint’s-day of each* individual, inste ad oi the 
birth-day. Tliis is done by offering to the person a nose- 
gay, accompanied generaily by a few lines combining a 
compliment or'some expression* of kindiuss. Vf hiie I was 
in the countr 3 S I happened to as^sist at this offering made 
to the lady of the liouse, and it was agreed that w^e should 
each present her vvfth a nosegay and some verses. When 
it came to niv'iuni, want of habit made me feel rather 
aukward ; but after some Uoublc, the following lines were 
produced : 

f^oiqjlcls jiour In FCtc (Jc Madunie Su pendant la cfim-. 

tinoiti de Vaultur. 

Pt nnettez, parmi tant tri/eiuTUX, 

Qu’uO cuptit ofTre soiYlioaimuc;(* : 

Los vcoux, ciovfz» du inalhoureux 
Sunt fjjucl^uot’qis do bon prf^siigo. 

On rend ici son sort si doux,! 3 

; Qii’il oublie toutes ses peines : 

poii-on sVtomicr^ prbsdovous 

^u’ll ciienssc tonjours scf chained? 
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Tb^‘ f 'lies on tlie'c occasions are suT)g to any ole] air you 
J he French have a most iiappy art of turning every 
tl ng in»t, vviiiil they < al] vaadeviltis ; a sort of song wliieh. 
^ lAey n-veatccl lheMns(‘ives, and vvh%‘h other nations in vain 
alrK 4 Qj:)t to imitate. Let tht* matter be gay or serious^ poli- 
tirai or\triviah ttV^' tnake a song of* it n ith all ihQ 
'wiiich ,''"•>0 very failill^ii' this nation. Th(» subjeertnUeed 
ofte * trirhiig, tr^at vvi^liout that vrprif which J.hey ^n- 
tri' J'uec^ it would apnear eliildisli; iuui it has bet‘n remark- 
h:‘ f'hat many a pit ee of thi^ descripti/)n would Jiuve been 
e ..demne , had no\ the kiaiHim o\' tlie concluding verse 
contained a happy allusion to some event which was tlie 
favejrile top'** of etniversalion witli the heauers. 

L'uring the erent 4eiig!h of tune tliat 1 have reniainccJ 
here, 1 have never meiitioncd Iny tiling respecting the 
CO jprrativc expence of living in this country and in onr 
own. "Vh'"' f"^*t IS, that an Ifiiiglishinaii will find, I’or sorm: 
time - nis arrival in I'fmice, that his expcnces arc lull 
as great as they were pr«‘vi(.Tus]y to his crossing the Cljuii- 
nol ; partienlarly in travellings for^ lic is infamously im-' 
posed uii )n at every yin cjii his road. I'hc number of horses 
wliicl- 1 e is (ihliy^cAjl to take accorfling; to regulation^ aiaLe 
the cost oi' join uv‘y.s lu re almost miudi is in England : 
indc'Cfl ihrci* pt rsons Uaveiliflg together ecamoinically in a 
post-ehaise (unich is provided fo^ them at e\ ory inn on the 
Eiiglisli ronds, but can never be got in France,) will per- 
ft>rin ujourney ul’ any lengthy alleast one-third more cheap- 
ly than thc}^ could go tiie same distance in France, taking 
into the account imposiiions on the road^ they will be 
better served with horses, nclter accommodated at night, 
and (what is very^ imporu^il in their cousitieraiicm) will not 
have to di’plore, as here, the wai.., of that cleanliness pe- 
culiar to tlie British inns, but the reverse of .which forms a 
striking contrast in this country, '^i’he greai dilferenee of 
expence of living hero is this ; J.hat almost all the nutive 
inhabitants being reduced in their circnmstanci s, an Eng- 
lishman may live in a cbmparalive stale of luxury, and still 
with ec'onoiny\ lf'^he*cau provide himself with a steady 
honest Freneij person to go to mifrket for him, he will find 
that his cx))enccs«w ill he at^ least one-lWrd h ss than they 
w»Te before he left honui, in point of the neccssar^ canicles 
of provison ; and his servants also vvijl require less 
givt^ ihcmseives fewer and live on more hoinelvToT^. 
than they do in England : and to other points wt‘ may tua; 
yhe cheapness of wine iiiL .France^ and consider hew very 
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expensive an article it has now beco’^n^ at an English gen- 
tleman's table. g 

As I am speaking of the drink of this country, I shall 
inenLion that it is aslonj^hing what a quantity of punch>is 
consumed here annually; an4 notwithstanding the 
tion wdiich is in every rrcnchman’s moutjf, th... the Eiig- 
‘etvt nothing but roast beef^ anclc'drink onlwpunch/’ 
I 40 not exaggerale when 1 say t!ia\ is ten times as 

much drunk in Erance. The people here have a luifpaa 
that punch is always introduced after dinner at every tables 
in our country. * c ^ 

You will be surprised perhaps when I inform you, that in 
*pite of the arbitrary system of the French govenimeht, 
sievere strictures on its proceedings aro very eomnion in tiie 
difterent p; Peopte certainly first endeavour to find 
that they are not likely to be betra 3 "cd bv their company ; 
but 1 have often liL'ard, even iif public, obstiw’valiops made 
on Buonaparte, which would iiM have passed unpunished 
in Fhigland if uttered respee.tiitg the king. But that is far 
from being the case in Paris; where, lor tlu^ most trifling 
Jemark, persons arc exiVed, or disa^pj f car. It is unnecessary 
for me to say any thing, about the Hhcrtp oj' the press , as 
that is now quite obsolvte. I remember having some con- 
versation with a very sensible ^Frenchman on this subject, 
while we were observing the crowd at Buonaparte’s month- 
ly review of his troops, from a windc'w that looked on the 
Place CarouzeL lie said, all •die liberty of this nature 
which thc}^ enjoyed, was iliat in v hich tlie- peojde were 
then indulging themselves at the ex pence of tlieir neigh- 
bours’ r/Vv /as : said he, is the only jum' that le- 

niains free to us/' 


IS'ancy^ .July 18 , 1800 . 

It is impossible to describe to you the sensation of wild 
Joy under which 1 write at the piescnt inoincnl ; on my 
informing you that 1 liavc just received intelligence that 
iny passport for Englnd is now going through the dinereni 
offices, and that 1 am to receive it in tWo days, you may 
conceive more than I anyable to express. I'his has been 
obtained by the mj'ans qt' Dr. Corvisart, first physician to 
Buonaparce, who pio^eiSlcd a co^y of Dr. Jenner’s letter to 
his imperial mujestp^ Cl am not personally known to Dr. 
CrirvrAvTft ; but he this^rkind office, in eonse- 

qm nee of the hi^^U q|fpeni in which he holds the benefactor 
qf mankind^ as liifpriiperlv styles the author of the Vaccin e 

5 • 
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INOCULATION. Oil flis presenting the letter to Baonaparte, 
requesting rny liberty and ibat of Dr. Wickham, the em^ 
pvT'ors answer was Je nc saurais refaset ht demmide (Van 
^gr^nd honutie tel quede docft'ur Jenne^. — 1 can rci’use iiothinj^ 
*to great a manias Dr Jeniaer.*’ 

I'he^i^onient 1 ^^cive ^ny passporH I shall bid a 
farevvtil this ph^ : yo^u may however easily coTTcmve, 
that in tmvn wherc?^d\iring a stay^of thVee years,. 1 hii«ve 
nifii fiueij ie[)eated acts of kindness^ the excess of joy pro- 
duced by the arriva. of my passport wjll be moderated by 
the reflection that I l^iiive b^luiAl me, perhaps for ever, pc r- 
sons to whom 1 feel attached by the strongest of lies, tliat 
of gratitude. This is somewhat Ibriimate ; for I really be- 
lieve that without it^ niy mind would hardly have "l)cen 
strong enough to bear my present Iranspoi ts. 

^ ^ Morfffi/y Jif/j/ ISOfJ. 

I reached* this place in my ^ way to England, the day be- 
foi(i Yesterday ; and shall veiV likely detained here some 
days longer, by the necessary routine of previously 

to the embarkation of a prisoner of Var for his own couil- 
try. * • 

I left Nancy on the ioth;. oml rea'ilied Paris on the 17tb^ 
where 1 remained the next^day ; during *\hic*h I endetst- 
vonred to see the Vcmis ol M«‘ liejs, ^whlch a^a ived at Paris 
booii after my departure for Nancy ; but unforiunately it 
was a Frida}, and on that itccount I (‘ould not procure ad- 
mittance into the museum ; nor could 1 prevail upon myself 
to stay another day in the Vrench melropolt^^, in order to 
v}ew that masterpiece of sculpture. Tdie whole of my re- 
maining tin. therefore vva^ taken up in bidding adieu to my 
Parisian frie ids; and Kimbling ir a cabriv)leL (a hackney 
one-hprse chaise with ruheaJ to it), to Uke last general 
survey of what the French call the capital ol jliurope. 

Jn the course of our ride we the Temple ; where 

I ordered the driver to stop, that 1 might indulge in tlte 
luxury of rellccting that i vva^on the point of changing a 
country where suci* a diabolical house of detention ^tiil 
.exists, for one where Rational Dibcrly bolds Iier empire- 
This building, wliich formerly belongccU to the knights- 
templars, has nothing particular to attract the attetition of 
the traveller, except its Jiaving been the scene of the 
atrocious crimes w'hich b^ve been committed in modem 
days. The great lower, together with the four turrets, w^as 
built in tlie year 1200 by one of the brotherhood, named 
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T tTe.ecl not odd, that it was life place where Lewi^ 
XVI. and his qucciv were conlhicd. * ^ 

After leaving the Temple, 1 traversed the .P/ryre dt fa 
Concorck, w'here tfiat nwforfuiiate niomyrch was helieadty ; 
and tbeii visited the Mugdulei^ ; wliere rcmiiins >ypfe, 
jj) tiie most indecenfcunanner, cofninJtfej^Jrto thi/ea^V, with 
- <jui^c^‘ate thrown upon them. ^ Wht^' a lesson ris to be 
devolved /rom the view of these three Sj^ts ? • 

In driving along ihe Boulevards, I stopped tq liaTqL a 
farevvcl look at the two triumphal arches erected for Lewis 
XIV. the gates of 5 Sl. lA'?n‘ls arid St/Martin : the former 
built in l(i7-, after tli<‘ design of Blondelg the ornanumts 
and sculpture by Lcbiuu, and Michcl and bVanris Angier. 
The latter was ercctcfi in U)74, from, the designs of Peter 
Ballet: and is ornamenteA* with four has-nUirfs, executed by 
Dujardin, Maroq, Lchougre, and Legroi ; representing the 
capture of Bosau(;6n, the triple iilliance, the (Miptuie of Liiii- 
bourg, and the defeat of the (i>rmans. 

Jt is quite astonishing, in riding along the Boulevards, to 
observe the iinnicnsc number of cofl'ee-hoiises, places of 
public amusement, tea-gardens, fvc. not to mention the 
hosts of tumblers, juggleiv., and hurdy-gurdy players. Many 
of the three hist descriptions are paid by the government, 
ill order to divert the peoplct and, by putting them into 
a good humour, to preyent them from meddling with state- 
affairs; which, they arc given to understand, do not con- 
cern them. » 

I revisited with much pleasure the tapestry -manufactory 
of the Gobelins, the productions of which certainly nothing 
can exceed. The method used in working these beautiful 
pieces is extremely curious : the person employed sits with 
his hack to the picture he is copyin^^; his upright loom is 
before him, apd Ive works his woiited through the web, 
which continues constantly with the zvioitg side towards 
him; the picture forming , itself by degrees on the opposite 
side of the w^eb, wiiich he does not see. This manufactory 
was first established by Gilles'Gobflins, of Rheiuis, in the 
reign of Francis I. principally for dyeimj ; , and the minister 
Colbert brought it to its p^reseiu stale of^ perfection In 
by.giving encouragement to foreign artists. I'he whole of 
its prodifbe belongs exclusive!^ to the government ; and 
^^:yes as presents to the different cqurts, as well as to orna- 
nie^^he Dation/il palaces. • ^ 

.1 found that Parts had been very much improved during 
my stay at Nuncy ; and further great ioiprovemenU aie 
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4aily making, both for Its salubrity and embellishinfent. 
Among others may be enumerated the construction, of a 
beautiful bridge, called the Bridge of the Arts, over the 
►^ir^e, opposite to th\2 Louvre: there is a toll ^or passing 
it; aiidsjhe p^jrsonSjvho take <his on contrac*", in order to 
induce passengers teSrross, liave placed^n the bridge t^' 
beautiful rdws of oran^-y:ret« ; under yhich.we may retftive 
.the breezesfrom the river, after a hot summer's day, fior th® 
moderate sum of a halfpenny. 

'I finally quitted Pans on the IQth, at three o'clock in the 
morning, and slept at Ronarf^oult •the first night; in the 
journey to whichtjftiere was little to arrest the attention of 
the traveller, except Versailles, which I have already de-> 
scribed to you. The ifext night I slept at Alen§on, after 
dining at Jilortagnc ; in whose nei^ibourhood is the cele- 
brated abbfi}^ of La Trappe, an account of which 1 shall 
give you a^the efld of this. l*fipund little worthy of remark, 
at Alen^on: its principal trade consists in linen, lace, stuffs, 
and a sort of false diamond which is dug near it : there is a 
beautiful walk at the end of the town. 

I passed the third night cfn the road ; hut supped /it La- 
val, the neighbourhood of which wilnessed man}" a bloody 
conflict between the republicans and* the royulisls; when 
the latter bravely defended th5ir king and religion against 
the horrid tyranny of the wretches who had usurped the 
seat of government. The commencement of this glorious 
struggle was stamped with afl the enthusiasm, and all the 
disinterested devotion, which reflected so much honour on 
those who nobly exposed themselves for the ^-e-establish- 
inent of order ; but in its concluding periods degenerated 
'into the savagi fury, which always distinguishes contending 
factions after a long and sanguinary contest. The cause 
which the insurgents (as* they were styledi^ undertook, was 
deserving of a better fate : they fought for ^ivery thing 
which contributes to social order, against the greatest im- 
piety and immorality that can be imagined. An incom- 
parably good account of the war in La Vendee, and of the 
Cliouans, has been published by M. Bonchump, which I 
would recommend you to peruse. • It bears the mark of 
great impartiality ; tind will flemish, at some future oeriod, 
many interesting details for the historian who may attempt 
to give a perfect view of the French revolution. 

Laval is situated beautifully on the Maycnne, anois 
famous for its linens. I passed through Vitr6 in the nighty 
and arrived at Rennes abo^jt nine o'clock in the uierning. 

WJLLlAms] P 
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After taking the warm bath and a little sleep, I went oat 
eacannne this ancient townt Its principal modern bnild* 
ings are the palace of the parliament, .ana the town hov"® 
There are some verv Ifeautiful walks and squares ; and many 
Vefetigcs of old citadels, formlrrly the reyidencr of the cheva^ 
Rennes suffered greatly fiom in IT^iOj^^when 850 
bou^s were burnt to the ground ; pqfS on the spot thus left 
Vacant* were erected the edifict*s wbit:h now fontrits greatest 
ornaments. The old part of the town is dirty And incon- 
venient, the streets being very narrow ; this quarter was the 
midcnce of most of thi anciAnt nomlity^of Brittany. 

Having passed a single niglit at Rennc., 1 proceeded to 
Bron, where I slept in consequence of being very much 
fatigued. The next Wglit I slept* at St. Brieux, and the 
following night at Belleisle ; and reached thi^, place the 
day after. On ^y airival I ^Y‘^ited upon ilje niantiixic pic- 
fect; who informed me tha<.it was necessaiy tfo bcnd an 
express to Brest in order to, get my passpoit levibcd, and 
to obtain a permit to leave the empire. This, and some 
little difhcuUy that 1 found in procuring a vessel, have de- 
tained i»e here much longer (As you may imagine) than L 
wished ; 'and dining iify stay in this town, which has but 
Rule worth notice, 1" thouglit I could not employ myself 
lietter than by committing to paper the foregoing lemarks, 
though very likely I erliall be the bearer of this letter myself 
to England.. But as you arq at some distance from the 

f lace where I shall disembark, it will reach you long before 
have the happiness of shaking you by the hand ; and you 
having taken the trouble to- picserve my observations on 
this country, with a view (as you state, with my permission)^ 
to offer them to the public, 1 think it will be necessary to 
send you this as a sequel to my other letters. 

Morlaix, in tiiife of peace; cuDiics on a very considerable 
trade; but now its harbour bears the marks of the greatest 
distress. The inhabitan*ts are very inveterate against Buo- 
naparte : not only from being attached to general Moreau, 
who was born here ; but also becausO tke emperor will attend 
to no remonstrance that is sent to him from this town, 
merely (as they assert) for that reason. 

I sha^l now ccfticlude the last of my litters on ihi^ side of 
the Water, by giving vou an account of the abbey of La 
1 may possilily add a pbstcript on the other side : 
as perhaps you may be desirous o*f knowing how I perform- 
ed my voy^e ; and my sensations at setting foot once more 
on my nathe land, after so longhand so pmnful an absence. 
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Hescnption ef thi celebrated Abbey of La f!mppe* 

' (Translated frofci the French.) 

This abbe}" is siuiafced in the diocese of Suz; ijn a valley 
considerable ox’lent, on th§ borders <of Perche and Npi> 
inandy. ' Ofte\Tiight\iniagine that nature^itself bad designed 
the place as a retirer^nt foj penitential sorrow. It iw^tTf 
^uncled by^woods, hi^s] and lakes, ^^bich*rende^ k/ilinosX 
inaccessibyie : the air is nnhealthy, and darkened with ^ 
perpetual thick fog; the valley however contains arabljk 
hinds, fruit-trees, and raeadovrs. ‘^Ai^death-like silence seeno^ 
to have prcvaile^tn this solitary spot, from tinae imtnemo* 
rial. It is iiirposlihle to describe the overwhelming sadness, 
the sort of terror, which the mind feels at its approach ; a 
mixture of religious fear and superstitious awe. What a 
picture is here afforded for the melancholy imagination of 
the painty or t!ie poet t The?* hollow murduir of the trees 
which have withstood many aVintcr’s blast, and at whicti 
tlie soul starts bj\ck appalled, *with the distant roar of the 
waterfall, announce the abbey of La Truppe. The access 
to it is difficult without a giiide. Aftef descending a moun* 
’tain, we pass over a witd heath : we.then arrive at a circuit- 
ous hollow way, where suddenly we discover. the abbey ia 
all its majestic austerity. • 

Ttie court which we enter is geparated from that of 
the monks. Above the door is tfie statue of Si, Bernard, 
holding a spade in one hailrt and a church in the other ; 
which seems to inculcate that in every establishment found- 
ed by wisdom, labour will bc^united to piety The second 
court is planted with fruit-trees ; by the inside of which are 
a poultry yard, granaries, ^cells, stables, a brew-house, a 
baking-house, and other buildiiws 'iccessary for a convent. 
At a short distance is a mill, the water#of w;hich takes its 
rise in the neighbouring lakes. , 

"J'he Abbey of the house of , God,” or Our Lady of 
Tra^pe,” (for these were its original names,) was founded 
by Kotrou, the second count of rerche, in the year 1140; 
during the life of Sf. Bernard, the pontificate of Innoceat 
111. and the reign of Lewds VII. ot France, in consequence 
of a vow made (ilk the true spirit of therfimes) by Kotrou 
w'hen in danger of being shipwrecked. On his sal% arrival 
in his own country, he liastenod to pjerform his sacred en- 
gagenicnt ; and in order tQ transmit to posterity a rnonilHIent 
analogous to the subject, he had the roofot the building 
constructed in the form of a vessel reversed, which it pre- 
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servc'd fill destroyed by the revolution. It was consecrated 
in the naiiie of the Virgin, l4l4; by Robert archbishop of 
Rouen, Raoul bishop of Kvreux, and Silvester bishop of 
Suz. The name^of ^^lOur Lady of LaTTnippe’’ corresponds 
to that of Our'* Lady of thb Steps for in^apprpaehing‘ 
tW ^lurch there affe ten or twelve stip^ps to be descended^ 
and trappe is an.old provincial worjfjtpgnifying sfi^p. 

• This abbey was famed dining ser/er a 1 centuries, for the 
austerity and irreproachable morals of its priors a^ad moliks. 
The horrors of tho ancient civil wars ; the incursions of the 
English ; and time whidh destroys all things, even themofc 
rigid virtue; introduced a laxity of pringj.ple into tltis reli- 
gious institution : to such a degree, that the monastery 
became notorious for <jyery species of licentiousness, and 
was a scandal to the country. Hunting, and other amuse- 
iiehts more profane, were thgsole occupation of the monks ; 
and their life was one continued scene of ^cbauOticry, vvheii 
the celebrated De Rancd c(iine to take refuge in the con- 
vent. 

Hon Armand Jean le Bouthillier dc Ranc6, regular prior 
and the reformer of the abbey‘of (hjr Lady of La Trappe, 
and a rigid member oY the order of Citeaux, was born at 
Paris the 9th of January l626. He sprung from an ancient 
family in Brittany; his ancestors having held the post of 
cup-bearer to the dukec of that province, from which cir- 
’ pumstance they took the hanje of le Bouthillier (or Butler), 
His cradle was surrounded by presages of fortune and gran- 
deur : cardinal Richelieu was his godfather, and Mary of 
iMedicis ho«ioured him \yith her peculiar protection. He 
was made a knight of Malta in his infancy, and was de- 
stined for the profession of arms; but having becom,e the 
eldest son at the age of ten by the death of his brother, he 
took orderjf», anS succeeded' to all the livings which the 
latter had before possessed. His early years announced a 
cliaracter of very superior merit i he became licentiate with 
great credit to himself ; took the degree of doctor in 1()54 ; 
was appointed almoner to the dukceof Orleans; and dis- 
tinguished himself much in the assembly of the clergy in 
165, '}, as a deputy of Hhe second class. He passed some, 
moutljs in the Seminary of Lazarus! under the tuition of 
Vincent de Paul; who laid the foundation of those viituous 
')winciples in his Yo-ung breast, Which were afterwards deve- 
loped by ihe bishop of AJoth. * He refused the coadjutor- 
ship of the archbishopric of Tours; and what still more 
proves liis indifference to honevars and titles, he did not fear 



through FRANCK. 


U« 

po b.e at variance witfi the cardinal Mazarine, in order to 
attach himself closer to thetcardinal Ketz in those times 
of^JULal whiclt friendship seldom resists. The Abhe do 
‘Jiance was born with that pathetic ‘^loquence which is the 
r characteristic of feeling souls : he excelled particularly 
exhorting persons i^ii their death-bedjj and it should be 
remembeif'd that it rlifluireg no ordinary talent to C0H*ff5tE a’ 
.mciii on tbe^brink of l^^^grawe, and assist Him in his^endea- 
voHis' to fijuit without regret the dream of life: so few are 
j3repared to die ! 

* At the death of his father/ Dft Jiance*found himself pos- 
sessed of nearhlByo thousand livios * a year ; a very con- 
siderable reveiiiJe in those times. Besides being young and 
rich, he united to external beauty, high birth, wit, grace, 
and the ease of manner to be accjfiiired only in courts. It 
is difficult for any one, with such advantages, to preserve 
that strit^iiess morals which is geneililly the result of 
misfortune, 6r the child of relircnient. 1'he abbe Dc Kanoi^ 
gave himself up entirely to fhe flattering delusions which 
surrounded him : his profession o(.H‘>i[)ic(l him very little; 
but he vvas fond of^ gaming, hunfing, dissipation, and 
Tiuxury. Memoirs of the limes in which he lived, mentioii 
that a tender passioii which he ent<?rtainc*<i. for a lady of 
high rank (though represeiifed by others as entirely pla- 
tonic), was not founded on sc pure basis. Wliatever wag 
the fact, De Ranee, after the death oF the lady (who was 
celebrated for her beamy, ’aiid for every talent that could 
captivate), gave vent to an excess oF affliction seldom to be 
met with. He retired to the thickest forests^ there to shed 
a torrent oF tears ; and addressed the object oF his love as 
if she had been present., II is despair even inspired him 
with an idea that there were nuaus oF raising tlie dead, 
this unbounded grieF s(§on Ipoiigbt him yearly to the grave 
liimselF, and his convalescence merely renewed his sorrows; 
time, which usually offers consol;ttion to the afflicted, only 
serving to confirm his melancholy. The misfortunes of 
cardinal Retz, flie^sport of fortune; and ihose uF Gaston, 
who was deprived, suddenly «F life in the midst of sur- 
rounding grandeur ; had prepare! his mind to receive an 
impression of the^ frivolity of huinuii illusions. Being now 
undeceived respecting a pa^'^ion that perliaps pos^sses the 
strongest doininion ovur us, he had^ihe courage to^i^sBt 
the lures which many a^ecablc women held out to htlii, 
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order to bring him bd.ck 'to the path of pl€asurf. DiRgu^cd 
with the vvorldj he could on^v" consider it as an imiBense 
tomb. He felt all the force of the important truth, Umt 
there is no friend, nO’ConsbJer, equal to our Maker ; and 
his whole soul was absorbed \p this grand idea, from that, 
moment, he resign^! all his ten>poral tKfssessii^ns; and gave 
Hotel Dim and the hospital, i^ee abboyg an J prio- 
rjes which wer^ at bis disposal, ^ On renouncing thesQ 
livings* he reserved to himself the aobey of LaTifappc, jbut 
with the sole intention of placing himself at the head of k. 
Be retired to Perseigne ^ v^her^ he took the cowl, for whicK 
he bad always before felt so much repugr *:nce. He" made 
his vows on the 6tl} of June l()(i4; and we^t immediately to 
shut himself from the world in the solitude of La Trappe, 
%vhere his grief and religious despair seem in some degree 
rendered immortal. He iimnedialely began t#> regulate 
this establishmer!r_, on the inoilel of tlie order of jSt. Benoit 
in its greatest purity. Amo*iig all the reforms of the Ci- 
teaux, there is not one so tiustere as that of La Trappe. 
It is unnecessary to expaiiate on the great trouble and care 
which the abbe l)c Ranee bcslQwed on this convent, and 
the numerous enemies that he had to encounter. This il-s 
lustrious person endeci his career with the century : he died 
on the 20ih of October 170()i; at the age of 74 years, nine 
•mouths, and seventeen days* During Ins life be enjoyed 
the respect and esteem* which virtue always coimuands. 
James 11. of England, the queen his wife, Monsieur hrollier 
to the king, mademoiselle de Guise, &c. visited him fix- 
iquently ; and always came away benelited by the w ise pre- 
cepts which fic impressed on *iheir minds. 

The number of the monks of La Trappe w^as very con- 
siderable: in 1765 they consisted of sixty-nine for the 
choir, fifty-six staled cofiveits^ and* nine called domm. An 
eternal silence is the first principle of this establishment, 
'Und the basis of its stalytes. Jt wa<^‘*so important in the 
eyes of its founder, that he used to say, breaking silence or 
uttering blasphemy was the same crime to them. The lun- 
guage ol La Trappe always consisted fess of w ords than of 
signs. L’ any of the inoi;»ks are obliged to violate this rigid 
law, the\ express themselves^in a low .tone of voice, and 
Utter nti more than is absoliftely necessary. Many, even 
in the agony of death, have beeq known even to observe 
*th]frT)rdinanot» so strret)}", that llv^y have chosen rather to 
die at once, rhan to ask for those things which would have 
TestOrccf or relieved thein. They itavc nu-comimmicuiion 
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with each other, cither by ^peaking or writing, without 
permission ; uud to avoid every opportunity of the former, 
it -ii:*p4«>hibited for two of the fraternity to remawi togeilier. 
The following ane^'dote is found in 'J memoir written by a 
Vector of Norifiandy^: Two brothers had^lived in TVap[>e 
ten or twelve years wNltont knowing each other. Tlie 
when at l8c point of^tieaih^ menti<j#ied io the superior of 
“the convctn^tiwit he feft: only one trouble on his ininfl : and 
tips' w as, he had a biMiher in the world who stood in greal 
danger rcspectifig his sjilvaihyi. this die .superior, beings 
a^ffcctec! with colyiassion^ sent for fiis brother, and permit-* 
ted fhcin to enibK^e before the elder ex pired. 

The monks walk oftem iu the woods; on which occasion 
they leave the eouveut at the soun^ of a hell, each with a 
book in hif^Iiaud, and preserving a most }>iofoimd .silence, 
having their super ior at the heiid of them, •They employ an 
hour and 1i hall, during the Walk, in ineo'itating on the 
suhlime beauties of religion; lunl return In the same order 
to the monastery. Wlieti they meet eac h other, they how 
their heads; but never prostrate thern^elves, except before 
r superior, and stfangers. 'i'hey live in a perpetual 
inortiHcation of the senses : their lood is served with only 
jsalt and water, and consists ot^vege ladles, re cks, and milk; 
their drink at their meals is ver;, indifferent cy Vr and beer;, 
wine is Served in the refeetpre, find- very seldom even 

in the hospital: tiicir bread is^something like biscuit. They 
retire to bed at eight o^clock in the summer, and seven iu 
the w inter; and rise at two to attend morning-prayer, whicii 
lasts till a quarter past four, it is an awful sc^iie to behold 
, fifty or sixty monks assembled in tlie chapel, v\ bich is lighted 
only by one solitary lampfsomelir.es they are prostrate^ 
and sometimes standing up to proclaim tlic praise of the 
Supreme Being. They work three hours in fhe course of 
the day ; £fn hour and a half in the morning, d^id the same 
after dinner : this work consists of cultivating the ground, 
w ashing, the care of the stables, and sweeping the cioisters : 
they employ themsrives idso in writing religious works, 
binding them, doing carpenter^s and turner’s work, and 
snaking spoons of box-wood and baskets ^f psier. At the 
appointed hour a bell is tolled, which is the signal far them 
to retire to rest : each then lies down, without taking off hia 
clothes, on a bed gf deal ‘boards covered only with a sKtiw* 
matrass, a pillow, and a T)lanket. The furniture of these 
apartments consists of a small table, a straw-bottomed chair,, 
a box without a lock, and two trestles to support the bed. 
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Pliysicianj* are in all cases excluded from La Trappe. 
slck^ who are never allowed to keep their bed, are obliged to 
rise at half past thtce, and retire at the same hour as the rest . 
of the fraleruitj; and rfiey assist in all the ipasses thatare held 
in the choir ot the infirmary/ The rcnjainder of the day is 
»er» 3 igyed by thein in reading, prayi«g> and in work pro-^ 
portioned to their streVigth : th^y a^c^^not evert permitted to 
fean against the back of their bhair for rest. Tfiey are con- 
stantly doomed to a rigorous silence, which is 'still nioi;e 
awful in the nigh^; and aj;e not suffered to cast their eyes 
on what is going forwaVd in ^ the infirmary. The use of 
broth is not allowed till the patient has ad four or five 
attacks of fever, and most of them consider the acceptance 
of this nourishment as j;i want of fortitude. They abstaiti* 
from meat to the last; and go to church, learyng on the 
arm of the persoi^ who has the charge of^the hosf)ila1, to 
receive the sacrament there » they return in tlje Same man- 
ner ; and are then laid on the straw and ashes, to aw’ait the 
stroke of death, surrounded by the whole fraternity. At 
these moments acts of the greatest heroism have been dis- 
played. They are then allowed to •speak, and the dying 
monk addresses an exhortation to those who stand about 
him : tliey now inake*a public confession of all their faults. 
Being already dead to their own will, they obey not only 
the superior, but the' most trifling signs frofi tpeir com- 
yjanions. They are so anxiou.s to suffer, that they add vo- 
luntary mortifications to those which their, order imposes ; 
apd a serenity, arising from the internal satisfaction which 
they feel, is constantly to be seen on their faces, so that 
one would imagine their joy to increase in proportion to 
their austerity. • 

When a new member takes the oaths, he renounces all 
his worldly ev)ncefns, and many have been known to refuse 
a parting interview to their dearest friends and relations. 
The convent distributes ft great quantity of bread ’and even 
money to the poor. When the superior learns the death 
of any friend or relation of any of tlie monks, he recom- 
mends the departed soul to the prayers of the fraternity^ 
without specifying the particular monk whose relation it is^ 

* Whep any person visits the* convent, *^the porter, who is 
one of the monks, opens the door, repeating Deo gratias 
i(^^4banks to God r^knecls down, and prostrates himself : 

then takes the visitor into a parlour, and goes to inform 
tne superior; who desires the monk that is appointed to 
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take charge of all vishors, to go aiul receive ])Im. As sooa 
as he sees t!ic stranger, he prostrates himself aUo ; takes 
him' to the (‘lunch, wliere’Jie presents to him holy water; 
then rhaWs to him n part of some reli^iovs work, after hav* 
.ihg conducted hin^ to an appjytment ^allotted for that pur- 
pose ; and ullVrs God bicss^you/') as a saliUu- 

tion. Tlu^ visitor’s ta[)ic is served in the same niatjuii^^^as 
that of the i0.onivsrhu>*v'>itl) addition ot'a plate of eggs; 
they never oiler liiii^ish, thougli their ponds arc Tull of 
t\;eni ; sometimes^hc} bring wine to such as arc not well ; 

djiring the n^past, *read i^pn*y^r to tficiu, Visitors are 
^eldoiii admittec^U) the refectory, lest they should draw off 
Jie attention of^lie monks from tluni; meditations, ft is 
necessary to o[)serve, .that at every step you meet with 
verses on the walls, by way of cxhdrlalion. 

Jjf/ Refofine (le Srpf-F(t//s, almost two leagues from Bour- 
bon Lanci^is nciii ly oti the saPJiC footing aS the convent of 
La IVappe : it was established by Eustace de ijcaulbrt 
jn the last centm^n 

Here ends the translaiipn. It is •unnecessary for me 
"-ttsoaake any (U)mmenfon ll)is mosi extraordinary instihi- 
tion, It seems to have been founded with a new to hold 
up to the profligate o# every ticscrijnion, an expiatory asy- 
iuoj ; and a phux‘ of refuge fnuu the^ hand of the law, to 
those who preferred a perpetual stclusiou from mankind, 
io the loss of life upon the scaffold. The ends of public 
jiislice were tluvs in a great measures defeated, at least in 
point of example ; but had the names of many of those 
unfortunate wretches been published, niankincl in general 
*wonld have coi sidtnvd the j:)enance whieh tln'y performed 
at La Trapp(‘, iuMtiitely greater than what they would htrv e 
underwent in a legal ex«*eutipn. The au^ior whom I have 
trunslati’d above, concludes by stating thks convent to have 
been founded with a view to form^an establishment where 
guilt, stung with remorse, might throw itself into the bosom 
of consoling Omnipotence ; where the excess of penitence 
might wipe away the* enormity of transgression, tuid to re- 
serve for compunction the hopeofpnc day partaking ot the 
re ward of virtue.” 

POSTSCRIPT. • 

Sulcondby August y 1806. 

I arrived here yesterday afternoon, about five o’clock, 
after a good passage of twenty-four hours, during which 
wnLLVAMS.] 9 
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time I was extremely ill from sea-siokness. Our original 
destination was Plymouth: bjit the wind proving unfavour- 
able, we put into this place ; where 1 fortunately met a 
■very old friend, who w:as kind Enough to atfoid me 
comforts of which I sfood so much in nef*d. ♦ 

1 cun now, thank heaven, co.mmit mv thoWglUs to paper 
the risk of suffering from the displeas^ire of tlie 
man who so cruelly Vunbittered tl/CjIast three years of* my 
life. What T felt on my arrival i'n’: FJnglandV cannot be‘ 
described. JM y joy was so great, that 1 luid' not been 
relieved by a flood of tcays (die sweetest I ever shedj, f 
sincerely believe it niigiit have had bad ;;<^;isequences. At 
the moment of* my leaving Morlaix, peac|f between Kussia 
and I'ninee w\as proclaimed, afrer a very short neg^uiation 
with M. D'Ouhrll. ]NJq sensation was produced on the 
ininds of the people by this pif/claination : ihe^' say that 
pea(!C with all the world, except Englatul, is of vmy little 
advantage to them. A pea'^c with Hussia,’^ say t^hey, will 
not procure us the means ol* •exporting our corn, our wine, 
bur brandy, and our oij ; of all which wo have an immense 
quantity stored up in«our repositories.'' Indeed, in the dif- 
icrent countries through which Tpass^ed, includingTourain^S; 
the farmers have at this moment Lliroc crops of corn on 
hand, besides' the very line ope whiel?. they are on the point 
of reaping; and this is in consequence of the impossibility 
of exporting a single*quarier witlibiit our permission. The 
result has been, that Buonapaiile has received remonstrances 
from almost every department, staling the poverty of the 
people in regard to money; and their consequent inability 
to pay their taxes otherwise than in kind, unless some me- 
thod is adopted for the exportation of their superfluous 
commodities. From this you may^naturally conclude that they 
are in some degree starving in the midst of their abundance ; 
yet the government is rich; In consequence of its armies 
having beeif long fed and clothed by the unfortunate (jler- 
mans, and the heavy contributions that have been levied 
bn the conquered countries. 

Mr. Williams concludes his intere^ing detail with ridi- 
culing the fears of thi^^people of Ertgland respecting an 
invasion by the |^rencli|^^it being well kqow.n in France that 
such a» attempt is nof intended to be made, * 

THE END OF WlLLU>lsV TRAVEtf# 
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SEMPLE’S JOURNEY 


THROUGH 

and ITALY, 


Ohsc,r}(itnm$ on a Jonmet/ thron^H Spafn and Itahf^ to 
i\aplc^;^ann thence to S/nj/rna and iltntatanfinople : com-- 
prisi/}<y a^Dc^ci^ptun^of tke pvittdpai Ldafrs in that Ruuief 
and Rcntarh (/i/ t.'n\ present national and political Slate of 
those Coioitrics] ih/ JioKr::*!’ Skmim.e, Author of Walks 
and Sketclr's of G >:)(/ IJvpCy lYc* 2 vols. 

8vo, lOs. IjAldvv f^'s/ ibVS. • 

JVTr. ?^em[)!e is a tbe*niercanfile iine ; but 

he bus already acquired no incoa^ideiiible share of appro- 
bation by liis; literary acquircuien l». He is noG however, 
one of those Jiteraiy characters who travel for the sole pur- 
pose of observing uicii and manners ; on the contrary, his 
journies ap|)ear'td have originated /through business; and 
the notes \^hich he colkcrs, ii<* amuses hiiiiselrtn arranging 
• for the pres , to dispel the tedinin of l)is returning voyage. 
In a preface, however, to rii^?^olumes before ns, he men- 
tions a ludicrous accident whitt'h happened to him. When 
about to methodise his j^’rtial upon d^fck, <?11 bis notes 
were blown overboard ; lhat, we are informed, the wdiole 
matter of life work has been written from memory. We 
will ne\ertheless observe^, tliat those who may read the 
various and pleasing information which it contains, will not 
conceive such an apology to be ii;, eessary. The events also 
which have lately happened in the Taniniries that the author 
remarks upon, give additional interest to his performance, 
]Vh> Seiirple (who is an x\a»erican by birth, and passed as 
such on the continent) left London ow the £6ih of June, 
1805, to go to Madrid. He went in the Lisbon packet, and 
nothing w'orth notice occurred till he entered the Tagus^ 
|Ie makes the following obicrvations on 
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THE CITY OF LISBON AND ITS ENVIRONS. 

This city, can never cease ‘to be a place of consequence 
whilst trade and coinaierce flourish id>]plu rope. Had it not 
been for*politicaI ev\^nts and considerations, it would pr^>r-. 
bably have become the capiinl of Spmn, there being no 
situation possessed'', '>f equal rulvatuages in ibe whole penin- 
sula, it may be ca^Jed, of Europe, south of the Pyrenees. 
It is built upon several hills, the m?u<^er of which it is not 
easy to ascertain amidst so many builTVngs ; but which the 
Datives say, amount to seven, like those ^f ancient Rome. 
It may rather be said to stand upon an ar^h of the sea, into 
which the Tagus falls, than upon the ^[^agus itself; that 
river not being navigable even for boats in all its long course, 
till within twehv or feurteen leagues of Lisbon, tf'nd the 
water before the town being salt, and frequently so rough, 
as to endanger ships at (yichor there. . The inbabiiants 
of Lisbon, however, who are jealous of the bonbur of their 
river, affirm this to be a frivolous distinAipn, and that ia 
the time of the rains, an inHneri:£fi.-hofJ;y^V>f fresh water is 
here brought down, as often to cause more dam »age to 
the shipping than is ever occasioned by tlV^'win.d and tide 
from the sea. However that may be, the situation js ad- 
mirable, and* the town, full of chu*“ches, palaces, domes, 
and spires, rising from the edge of ihe water up the ascents 
and over the lops of sc many hills, preseiit^ from the bay 
one of the noblest views that can be imagined^ find superior 
perfiaps to that of any city in the world, jtn whatever situ- 
ation we view it during our approach, it is imposing, but 
when we land tiie delusion vaidsnes. *1116 streets are badly 

1 )aved and full of filth ; the houses, with here and there a 
atticed window, have a nfiekiBcholy appearance, and the 
inhabitants, some in rags, Sid the remainder ia dark co- 
loured clolh:\s, rCiider the wh^lc still more gloomy. The 
powerful influence of climate already becomes perceptible. 
The Portuguese are geherally dark complexior/ed and thin, 
with black hair, irascible and revengeful m their tempers, 
and Coiger in their gestures on ©ccasidns. They are 

also said to be indolent, dcceitfali 'lind cowardly ; but they 
nre tethperate in diet, and that may be the head 

of their virtues, ^if indeed they have many aaare to add to 
it. They affiect lo talk of the Spaniards witlj great con- 
tempt, as being perhaps the next despicable nation to them- 
selves with which they are acquainted. They pQ public 
spirit, and consequeiuly no national cbaractex.^ An Eng- 
HHpian or Frenchmua m«ty hs d^tinguisbed in foreign 
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countries by an airland manners peculiar to his nation, 
and which he would aU^mpt«in vain to disguise ; hut any 
meagre swarthy man may pass for a PorU\^uese. 

The goyernrnenjt lias all' the w^eak'ness ot despotism in its 
old age. The prince is the ighorantffiud superslitious chitf 
of an ignorant and superstitrous pedple^iis navy depends on . 
England its best officers* and his^^mj|r is in all^^fspects 
despicable; hut he a proeessiem of inOnks helper than 

any rnan^in Europ^i^nd if the French could be beaten yitTP 
wax-tapers, the J^rtuguese might give peace to the w'orld. 
^Conformably tp this •disposiitioft,#tbe churches, convents, 
^nd monasteries are magnificent, and generally full of rich 
wriaments, fine# marbles, mosaic work and paintings, 
igoodtiiian will laugh at any sincere atten^)i to pay a tribute 
of req)eet to the Supreme Being ;4jut in Portugal he wdll 
obseiwe w^th sorrow the numerous and miserable supersti- 
.lions wi tiw which all jpich attempts are miifgled. But let u$ 
W'ait a little, •anci not decide on the first impressions of com- 
parison betwecniiiiis country find England; let us compare 
h with others, :::222£iirj3i^beginningour journey, and before 

vve get to^het'.nd of it may*find other nations within the pale 
tvilc4^^idtinish4ehurch,*equally undor its subjection. We may 
safely-^ccide then that tH^ Portuguese, are .grossly super- 
stitious ; but that ih% are more so than any other sect of 
Christians remains yet to be observe^. Fur building their 
new churchesl^^Snd religiou^s housed, certain taxes are grant- 
ed by goveiffiment, arid as •these taxes are continued till 
the building be!finished, it is astonishing how long a time 
it takes to complete them. The pious man, ^wdio has con- 
tributed, perhaps voluntariH^ a certain annual sum toward 
building a church, feels lotb^thal for want of one more 
year, and one more year^swontribution, so good a work 
should fail. He therefe ^^ i^s on contjsibuti^g to the end 
of his life, and when he dies,«makes sure of Jris soul by a 
donation in his will to the ohureb of the Mother of God, 
or of the Heart of Jesus. Meanwhile the monk^, who have 
the administration of . these sums, go on thrivingly, and 
are indeed the only jfat people in Portugal. 

The part of liisbotf ^ost deserving of attention is that 
which suffered in the dreacWul, earthquake of 
1755 . It is not merely that lill the fiat at the fodt of the 
amphltheatiffe of the surrounding hills js rebuilt in a regular^ 
manner, |ibd excdlentljs pavecl ; but the ruins of great 
building^^ill remaining on the tops of the heights in the. 
heart ot a populous city, have a singular and striking effect* 
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Other nations erect monuments at a gr’cat expence, irr com- 
jneiiioration of buttles, eai llujjuukes, and wide wasting fires. 
But nothing can speak. so home to the heart as these awful 
remains which stand it) perpetual merfteuto to the inhabit- 
ants of Lisbon^ of wli^t has happened^ and may again hap» 
pen to the city. . , o 

The churches an cf^Jie theatres, say^;^ir. S. will naturally 
first 'attract the sn^\aer; anli t^e ruins cai/not fail to 
3i’wakeins(';iv,as reflectiuns. Should be disposed to con- 
tinue them 1r- may ascend oiie of the'^Uls, on t'^ic top o,f 
which, surrouiid(’d h}^ a, Idgli wall, finch^i-laiued tliickly 
With tria s, is l.he iMiglish buryfng gidiiufl. ^I’ia re is always 
to jne somelhing alleeti ug in the sight of tiie grave of 
fellow conn try hum in a foreign laud; liow much more 
when they are cf» nided^. so thickly together. Among the 
many who came here for lieahh and found a^grave, lies 
Henry Fii Uling, an unrivalled delineator of human life 
and manners, and whose name will b^M’eai.cnnberbd as long 
as true liumour shall be relished in lin.^land. Quitting 
the burying ground and kee|)ingL^*^l\^,.J)j.dghts, we soon 
find ourselves on tlio outskirts /f tne* town, which are 
coinpo.s(?d of very mean houses^' and inhaiyf.ed fewy a vaci.^ 
among whom cleanliness in all its branches appears wholly 
neglected, and where 'swine and mise^Hiblc dogs are jlretcb- 
ed out tjpon heaps of filth before every door. Fortunately 
this does not last loKg, , and we presently into the 

open fields on the hortli-west s/de of the tow^iv?; The coun- 
try, at this season, looks brown and parejaeS up, and is 
wholly destitute of enclosures; a number of country seats, 
however, at adii tie distance, surrounded by trees and inter- 
mingled with vineyards, must, immediately after the rainy 
season form a beautiful pro^{^k On the lieights to the 
left is a range of windmills, being 1 suppose, similar 

to those useddii Spiiin, lend toHlUistr ale a*^passage in .Don 
‘Quixote. Judging from thdse on the banks of the ThameSj 
and throughout England/ I had always hitherto considered 
the account of the battle with the windmills, as too extrava- 
gant eye, a . for that knight: but tki^^tof^this country being 
JitUe, rofthd, sturdy fellows about tenor uvfe)ye feet in height, 
might pass for the ghosts'of giants, even sober. English 
peasant,^ on a mbuii Ifght foght. Passfnjg, onWafos we 
come to a deep and narrow yalley, over which is tKrowu 
dhe noblest aqueduct wliicb has been erected in Europe 
4ince the time of the Romans. . ft is, perhaps, also 

iihikt will be erco|i||j?^for the solo end of carrying- Water for 
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common purposes ; tjie discovery that fluids when conveyed 
in pipes will rise to mearly their level, superseding the 
usci of such stupendous Strifctures. It consists, of thirty- 
live arches, the c,entre one of imrnense height, but they 
*iire greatly too ns!,ri*ow in proportioij, when’ viewed from a 
little distance*: The inluibitAnls oi tiifsbon boast that they 
are tl.e higiiest single arches worlds which may 

be truej'^uc a doul^le ami triple M'ould h^f^e been 

equally more usefu0mfd fa? more elegarit. A noble ^tth^ 
wdy, bordered vyali of solid blocks of stone, rcaSs 

across tlie simnriit, ner^rly on a level witli the vvalcr, which 
‘makes a pcrp^tunl 'iltnninii^, son Ad on the inside. This 
4?(^uiid is echoed along the arched stone roof of the aqueduct, 
-and. ex cites a pleasing sejisation in life mind of the passen- 
ger,\vvho turning to the other hayd, au»d looking over the 
piirfy[)et, Jicholds beneath him, at a great depth, tho^stony 
beg of a considerable stream, under the^ center arch, and 
whicii iiinvintei'Jmujf run vviik all the fury of a mountain 
torrents Over Ibis stream bridge is thrown, and a road 
leads ih rough die jpL J ; the travellers on which, when 
viewed from rfC((Vevv*^er^6d diminisl^ed in size to the cir-* 
cumfej’e/fce t'/Hheir hals.^ Dpon the whole, this aqueduct 
is j'llfTriy’a nartonal boast ^long tlie Portuguese ; and in a 
countjW where so few gre^ imderfakings, •not connected 
with religion, are c\;rled it) ])erfection, it stands like a 
giant amids^igmies and ahortifjiis.# It js singular that the 
same natiOiD/iiiave erected in America the only great, per- 
haps the only,?^\,iiqucrJuct wfiich exists in all that continent. 
It is near th^ of Rio Janeiro, and is thrown across a 
valley wider than that near lJ.>bon. l onlv ^uv this last at 
some little distance, yet I cannot help thinking tliat the 
two were constructed at distance oi’ time iroin each 

other, and that whichevcr^ts' the flrst, served as a model 
to the second. 


' PORTUGUESE PIfASANTRY. 

Among the peasantty, says Mr. Semple, who come, in 
frourihe couhtry>dfesj^1^ially on Sundays, it is easy, to ob- 
serve a numberyof paftidulars in dress and manners which 
must be refcrried^to a Celtic origin. Instead of hats they 
frequently wear or bonnets ; the* ancient ^jlaid loo 

warm to be carried in this elimau* as a cloak, is converted 
into a party-coloured %ash, which J:bey wear round th^ 
middle, fill d in which tttey uniformly carry a dirk or long 
knife; ifiSd their favourite instrument is the bagpipe udornea 
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with ribbons, exactly similar to that used in the higlilatids 
of Scotland. To the sound of^his very ^ancient instrument, 
two or three bf them together dance a kind of reel* or It “the 
ttine be slow and solemn, the piper walks backward and 
forward amidst a silrnt aa4 attentive crowd. In thei/ 
lively dtoces they raise, their hands aiv^ve i\eacl ar>d 
keep time -with th^,: castanets. Tfje Scottislj^ highlan- 
dcrs o!)|erve exaqlly\he same prIicUcre, and I am fully 
p/rsnadtfd that their strong smippiifg\jpf the finjjers is, in 
imitation of the sound of the castanet.» v ' 

The incbtivenieifCes of tn^veiyng oq the d^ntinent are too?- 
well know n to be worlli descanting on ; though oui^ author 
gives a lamentable pipUire of /?/5 suflci ingi^ on y)roceeding‘^ 
from Tiisbon to.Madrid ; v;e, however, pollect from tbem/lhat 
travelling is muclf^bette^ in all parts of Spain than ih any 
part of Portugal. The Portuguese are described {fc a nfiser- 
able race, on wham the Spaniards look witV eontgmpt. 

On arriving at the Spanish frontiers, Mjr. Semple gives 
the following { 

CONTRASTED CIIA^RACTER THE FR^pH AND 
SfANJARDS. 

As we a])proach Badajoz, e country become?/ ore 
fertile, and befter cultivated;*. which 4^deed ought to be 
the case near a populous town, and on the banks of the 
Guadiana, one of thef gneat rivers of SpR?iiS| /We cross 
this fine stream, which however is not yet navigable, upon 
an excellent stone bridge, and immediately pass under 
tlje gates of Badajpz, where our passports are examined, 
and after the* necessary cerc'mony of paying a trifling 
Sum to custom-house officers, we are left free to find our 
W^iiy all-over the kingdom* 

. Badnjoz (pronounced; the frontier town of 

Spain on this^ fronVier, as of Portugal, and is 

therefore strotfgly fortified and garrisoned. The Spanish 
soldiers who ibrong the *gates ’ are stouter, and have a 
more martial look than those we have just left behind 
US; hut I sbek in vain for which 

itiarks the soldier of England, of ibj' companions 

having business tc^ transact here* -VJfe the rest of 

the day, ^and have time to obsorve* that evett in the fron-^ 
fer towns, a strong line of distinftion is dravi^n between 
mt two nations. The* Spaniard is, more deiermided in hi^ 
ll^)d ihanhers ; his cloak thrown over his shoulders 
bii# something of the air of a mall of ebufagO/ whilst 
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the same custom with the Portuguese manners, gives only 
the look of an assassiit. But if we notice the difference be- 
tween ihe^ men, it is Still nFJore apparent in the woineu ot 
•the two countries. The air, the ^ress, the walk of the 
Spanish ludigs is liot only superior to •that of their neigh- 
bours, but peril .{^s ^f any Europelg^ nation. The lower 
part of tlMr dress is black, with ^^p fringes; tfie upper 
consists sitnpl}’ of a wKiite ibuslin veil, which, witfeexu^eb 
veVing tke face, down on each side of tlie head, crosses 
over the bosonjf and ib fasu nedj^ehind the back. They walk 
Vith freedom ;^iheir eyes are darl^and expi>ssive, and theii 
^jhole countenances have that bewitching air which an Eng^ 
lishi^fian likes vv^ell enough to see in any woman except his 
wife, his sister, or iheVoman he ^uly lirtes and respects. 

IJ^viHg '^pent the afternoon in viewing Badajoz, we pre^ 
.. pared for an early d^arture^on tljp ensuhig morning. We 
were on Itor^ieb^'kJIrfcfore sunrise, and arrived ai the gate 
leading toward }.he country jiist as it opened. A number 
of peasants vvit^h thitWil]^1>rses mules, and asses loaded with 
fruits and vet^'^ujicsTwh^had been kmg in w^aiting, rushetl 
in hk^atort;:nt, and* alrftost carried us away with them. 

ho resource but to^^)ur up our horses, and force 
our wa^ through witb no sm 3 y detriment to ifiany a pannier 
of figs and apficols. ^or sprae time after leaving Badajoz^ 
the road iset^fined, but we sooivcaific to immense nncub 
tivaied pUlpSi, bordered all round by distant mountains, 
except clo^c uppn our right, where were small hills with a 
eentle slope. At a distance in the plains lay Talavera la 
l^eal, three leagues from Badajoz, and oar next stage, 
These plains are kept from cultivation by the express inter** 
ference oi government benefit of the Spanish sheep, 

whicli certainly derive frotoroch pastures the superior ex^ 
cellence of their wmol. only Estrdfoadufa, but all the 
inland provinces, abound with these commons; with respect 
to which tfie prejudices of the infiabitants are insurmount- 
able. Why do yb|! ,aot plough up these fertile deserts 
said I to a Spaniar 4 > ^3^^PW«rage agriculture, the real basif 
of the greatness^ kingdoms, and your country may ye^ 
rank with the in JEprope.^ see,*'^eplicd he, thai^ 
you have the prejudice common to most foreigners# These 
deserts, as you call them, are the glory of Spain, for it 19 
from these pastures that is formed >he finest wool in the^ 
yv'orld.^^ ne^less to expose the ignorant fallacy of tbif 
reasoning^ which however is here universal, and it is 
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xvithout regret that an Eiiglislmiau beholds the finest plains 
in Europe abandoned and uncultivated. 

Our aullior had to travel on horseback a divStance of lour 
hundred miles, alonejt the hank's rOf. the Guadiaiia. 

He describes his ride sine:ular]y rOi»aiitict; and it was 
rendered the more i^j oy a knowledge thafth^) deep fo- 
rests, on the borders of which he pj^sstkl, were the resort 
hml/d’iti. Travellers generally proceed in small parti/?s^ 
accompanied hy a guide ; each person being armed with a 
brace of pistols, and haying u ^)ortm‘^nteaii »/n his horse. 

BAN ILOEFONSO. , 

Oiir author proceeded on the lOtU of September tOThis 
city, wliich is situated aLout 50 miles to the nortli of^ Ma- 
drid, on the opposite side of the Guadarrama. Ai'i itintrarv 
of the route precedes tho description t^yhich-he Q;\yes of the 

city; 

San IldcTenso, says ho, or»' as it is somftiimes called. La 
Granga, is a kind, of royal village* I n come of con- 

sequence entirely from one of loe kings Spain having 
chosen this spot to fown a coiniiry rcsiden -e. It ^situ- 
ated at the foot of a ijery lofi* >»ind steep conical co- 
vered with trct s, and connecleid with (flte.still iofVier moun- 
tains of Guadarrama. Tlie king’s pjhace, the public offices, 
and tlu> barracks of tlie guards, form thre4;‘ sides of an., 
oblong, of which the palace is- the head. TBe lower end 
is enclosed by a handsome iron railing wiljh gates, and the 
ground is here still sufficiently high to command a view 
over all the pfains approaching to Segovia. Within these 
gates are the royal manufactories of glass, and variijus 
other articles, which the kiog/i?f!deavours to .monopolize. 
The consequences j^f this foolish phtn, of a king becoming 
a manufacturer, and retailing wine-glasses by tlie dozen, are 
such as might be cxpecte/d. The eslablishmenis are main- 
tained at an immense expense, and wdth a great annual 
loss. Mirrors excepted, the articles in general are not 
better, nor even equal to those * 10 : other couuiries ; 

and individuals urii offecjually deterred Irbin undertaking 
speculations profit.fiblc to tiieir country, while their monarch 
can coiVic iiita the market, i^md magnanimously sell bis 
goods for less jhan they cost him'. /Ehis, among a thousand 
other instances, may' serve to she,vv how little the very ele- 
^“ttary^Winciples of political economy arc unidtotood in 
imountyy/^ 
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Leaving then manufeictorics/ let us visit the great 
oTnainents of Sauj^IUl^foDso, iiaiiuHy, the gardens and 
Avaier-wVVrks, the* of which ure said to be equal or 

.superior to tlrps^ of Versailles. . Thie first are fonual, cut 
into partcrittjs, ayd ornamented leaden statues and 

vases; but tiu-* latfiSij*, when playi%^^are , certain l^^inagni- 
fioent. One, called Clie fountain #of fame, throws up a 
epnsiderable cbIinun*of water to the height of fifij^jlWi-^ 
and is tliejn clejiniy visible from Segovia, at tluj distance oi 
leii miles. T«’ supply the^liiTyr^nt foiituains a reservoir 13 
formed at the iiead ot the gardens, which lie on a continual 
ascent. This jeservoir is called by.the pompous name of 
el Mar, or the sea; ajthough it is not sm:)erior in extent to 
inaiw artificial pieces of water in^^^enthfmen’s seats in Eng- 
Notwithstanding the* depth, which is considerable, 
Jt does not fu»s|ish ^ter sufficient^to mal*e all the fouutain,s 
play more trfiaiTttftfor three limes in a year, one of which 
is always fixed for the great* feast of St. John. A stream 
of very cloar^7p»t,y '>j^i,cs among the mouritains, or rather 
rushes iniiH^i4\tely ifroirfjthem, and^falls into the reservoir, 
w'hjcJrtiir Kej.J at a rPgular^heiglij! by sluices. This waieri^ 
artholgh *so pure, is forc'd to disagree very mucli vvitli 
strarn^ns ; probably*hecuus^)eing so near the source, and 
running hetW!?:^H ste^ an^ banks, always shaded, it 

is not sufficPesptly purified by cxposifte to the sun and air ; 
and, as the Spanish physicians say, comes crude to the sto- 
mach, Ahpo^. immediately above the reservoir, the hill 
rises exceedingly steep and high, to a sharp and conical 
summit. In the woods, which grow near llie foot of this 
Inll, large inclosures arc made to confine the game, ipi 
shooting which the king tafe^fgreal delight. Considerably, 
;tracts of ground are ah^o (ip^bpritued to this purpose in va- 
rious directions. Tite prada,\or publm wall? of San Ilde- 
fonso, is part of the great road leading to Segovia, and is 
shaded on both sides with trCes. There is al^p a handsome 
little theatre, to whi^h the best performers from Madrid 
repair; but iliese t^ere not to me objects of much curio- 
sity. 


SEilOVlA. 

To be so near Segovia, and not to have seen it, w^ould 
have been unpardonable^ and I took*an opportunity of vi- 
siting It was past mid-day before 1 set off, and after 
an easy ride I reached it at two o'clock, by a good bro0id 
road, 4)orclered at the btginning with trees, but througlh 
SEMPLE.] C * 
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an o|>ci! and ])ad]y culfivatecl cotinlfy. Segovia retain^ 
more iraces of the Moors than any 1 havj^ yet seen 

in Spain. The inn where we put no dofubt been 

formtM'ly a niagiiificenV abode, t being l>uilt<>iti|jhe form of a 
hollow square, with i|n fiipc^de robnd tl^e ^nteiWr, support* 
Vd by pyiars in ibe^^oorish, or perWp^^^ tf> s^peak more 
cqrreetlVj the eastern kiste. Ijfie cAthcdml is little more 
hundiH'd and fifty years olU^ hut is biliU in the 
gothic style; with a simplicity and grandeur which clearl/ 
shew, that the raeb of architecl^, wbq* erecteil similar mag-* 
nilicent and singular piles all over Europe, was at that 
period not yet e.xtidQt. Its internal dccoration.s'are alsci 
not unworthy oof notice, particularly a beautiful inafbl^ 
staliic of St. John,'^and aV^roupc of figures carved in 
hi a inobt admirable style. Jn a small rporii or eha^iel tip'ire 
is a roof carved with groiit taste, and^;^ adopted with pure 
wlhtc and burnished gold. "It appeared frf me that 1 had 
never seen any thing more c^legant, nor gold beltet em- 
ployed. Oh leaving this chapel, Ja^l view of the 

lofty arches of the calbcdral, ani from tlu/lK^e^jepiliied to 
the alcazar, or castle, T))is is built upon a raelc, CiV/ivitind- 
ed by a deep natural fpsse, where it is joinet'^ if I 

may so say, to*thc main lantf^by a ctdisevvay, in wdiiefi 
cut a deep ditcii with a draw-brjsdge/ The greatly 

iWeiuhles that of Ecirnbirgh castle, and .dpul>t 

owes its origin to the same natm;al causes, is kept a 

military school for young men destined officers bf 

iUtillery, and a collation of plans of forufiC^ion'i,^ 
of military engines, and the bV*st books relitihg to the art 
of war. TIjc roofs of many of the chambers where these 
afe kept, are adorned in mamier as that of the 

chapel of the cathedral, beih^ frcyicd with gold, 71h^j| 
were also bordered '‘with inajfViptions, in cbai aeterS wHicfi 
appeared to iile very similar to those of the ancient Saxons ; 
but wdiicl) ,>Vei:e equally unintelligible lo my guide and my- 
s<:^^f; he 4®itined, however,' that Rtissiao ambassador,^ 
when .there, ^cyphered the chafa^ter&i^Uhough he did 
not understand the language in w^B ^ip^y we^^ 

.^^xvwere shewn a windovv'looking ^Ver steepest part of 
ttie rock^^ out of which, in fbrisier times, a ybShg prince of 
|,Spaiu fell, aiKl dashed to piece^Si : 

gf Having vis inject all the interior^of the Alcazar, I went^ 
^Hbre guitUip' Segovia, to tak a last lot>k at tlf| Roman 
iiy|tiedufct, which still conveys the water to the to^n. It, is 
seen to Vhc left of the high load from Sun Udeibnso ; 
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blit irispirrs no of grAivluur till vvc reach tlic centre^ oV 
'Segovia : There it^js|f;etche.s across a steep valley; at the 
bottom/4hd afon-g s^ide of \vhich>‘ part of.ihe town is 
built, and cogijisj'S of two r^wA pf ^relies, one above tlie 
other, amon^tSng^ip all taone hiii^dred and seventv-hve in 
number. The sty,^ of these arc hfs^|6 the same as, that of® 
the bridg?^ of Mericla, jiintrit appcti^s asumishing how siieli 
a mass of stories should hang together as it were iif i4«»^gpr5r?i^ 
/dr so iiranj'^ centuries. The greatness of lliis immense pile 
is, eont lasted the narrow^ streets and Vlark houses wliich 

cluster round the bases of the arfties. To •deserve such a 
v^ork, Segovia must have been a situ;ttion of gre^at iniporl- 
aiK^j in the cy<?« of^the Romans. It is still* a large town, 
considering the general size of tov^s in t4u.* interior of Spain , 
and^was^doubtless placed hVre on account of the strong 
^TTijalion of th^ castle, which mt*st hav« been nearly iin-r 
pregnable, befoyi^^e use of aTtiilerv. In moclerii tinies its 
chief support is the trade in wool. The small stream which 
rises in the Ciuadar»;anjii tuountains, and runs in llm hpuour 
of the iliC tow’j^jxwsesse# the property of clemis 

Rk? any^oth^ in Spain. Hence 

the ftiva(lDro,l6r great watylyng pla^e, is the most noted in 
Jiuropb. “S. • 

Toward tbp t?lose ,<%i thij^inont'l), September, the sSrat of 
govcrniaei?iT5^)^ agai removed, ^ainffij^ed at the lis(!orial> 
Tins great i^i^ing, it is w'^ll known, was erected by Philip 
tbie SVebrid, ii|^pnse(|uence of a vovV made by him, during, 
or previptti battle of Pavia, w'hicb he gained against 

the Frenclj^.gffetly by the fifesisrance of his Kqglish auxilM^ 
aries. It is a Cjuadrangular pile, about thirty miles from Mav 
drid, situated at the sou^li^psjt base of Idgli hjlls^ wlddi 
/jorm a branch of |he .G^ujipt^ama range, U'ithin tlic same 
building are contaiucd**Ji palace sitflicfeutly •capacious for 
tlie accommodation of the w hole court of SJ)aui ; ii large" 
church with a noble dome, a whole convent of the monks 
of St. Law reneg, with alj the appendages to Th|t^ such in-** 
stitutions> on scale. 'J"lie library pf the cpri- 

vent is most iiijg^l^ent, and contains many valuable au^ 
cient Span^h llri^ inaftuscript^. Let me here^ 

•bsejve, that I consider Sf^in as a rich literaryimiiie in 
these Two branches^ jwhich^ as yet^ has been scarcely 
opened. • %: 

The chgrch is in some measure an appendage to the. coii# 
vent, ^nd whereinkthe monks perform their religious tifofi;; 
yei, iS placed apart, it weuld form a striking building, -an^. 
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wifght rank in the class of th^* great churches of Enrope; 
1 happencfl to he present on tlie Siui Lorenzo^ or* 

St. liawrence, when, of course, all trafe hiaj .^ lfict'nce of the 
institnti(iii was displayed. The choir, the golemn organ, 
the nuUtitude of priQstS'^aud uionks, of I counted 

upward of two hundi^lSwith lighted t||?>ers in their hands; 
the marble pillars, tlrV painted roofs^all, in sklort, ooii^ 
,«nir:edjc? form {i great whole, <?6oipV/ed vvith which every 
reli^ons ceremony I had yet seen was but oi' little rinterc^t. 

I know not what< traveller has given it his opinion^' 
that the building was v^lry’spPendid In its interior decora-'!^ 
tiens, but exceedingly heavy as a whole. 1 never yet huve 
seen a building so siinple without the It^st heaviness. Tfie 
stone also of whieb it isi^built, and which is brought from 
the neighbouring mountains, preserves its freshness in^ucli 
a manner that, although upw^ard of ' two huiidred and \t;u 
years have elapsed since 'ihe^erecti on con vent, it ap- 

pears as if newdy built. Although the ground plan of the 
whole in some measure resembles tlie funii of a gridiron, 
on which St. Lawrence is said to n lot^red to death ; 

this fanatic idea would never' ovetir to ally pvrs't^Ji^ ^1^^ 
sight of it, if not previously informed ihVtC sue ft* the 

plan, and even then ^Very i^tSfperfoctly. hug<? stone 

gridirons arc also carved^on iVit\ grp'LV fropt pear the prin- 
cipal entnuiee, niul the s^rnc ornament is r^pl^ip^ted in seve- 
ral instances in the iinorior. This small absi|pify, hp\yevcr, 
is lost in tlie greatness of the wliole. The 'r&^Fof thii choir 
is painted full of figures singing and playing on a thousand 
difcient instrcmierity, and from heiow they^lniost appear 
to form one body with the monks occuppied in the musical 
part of the ceremony. Onv^t^^rer approach, ho\vevf>r, it 
IS seen that the whole isV}lFa\very bad taste, and ii|p 
iQjonstrous aad impious absurdity of ‘darin'g; to sketch a %tri4 
of the Supreme Being is ifexhibited here, and in several 
other parts of the church. This “is an example of human 
folly, which puts me out of all patience whenever I see it, 
although rHifphaei himself has must own 

th^t I was ui some measure pieppiw>^thlnk well of iho 
religious ceremonies of the Escormh 

C w 

TOLEDO. 

Whilst at the E^corial, I received information whibh 
might be recfeoried conclusive as *to the objects of my jour- 

f ^y, aod I accordingly teturned to Madrid. A few leisure 
ays, however, intervening befeye the arrival of the post. 
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I employed tliem in rf visit to Toledo. For the purpose of . 
<iMJUv^'yiqg myself til it iw, i A^de use a vehicle so often 
to be seenpix the roadi^f Spain. This was a h^aVy caltHdie# 
llrawn by (i^e qiale, which cchitin tied all the way from Ma- 
drid to Toledo^^aad from 'l"(t!ed® b4% .again to Madrid, 
with a happy tin ifotmity of pace, notwi.jlvstanding the heavy ’ 
showers olililovvs wlilcfi.at r«gular iohAwals descencli^d upon 
its cViippen Th is w&s«Vi tod ions tBat ] wen t oii foot tiie 
^r^fater part of aie way, and even then was freqirifflR^^ 
obliged io slou till my vehicle cunie iijv In this manner ^ 
It took t wen ty-Tour hours tcP re «^cl^ Toledo, allowing three 
or four for resting at a miserable inn upon tile road. 

'^’’tiis ancient iciity stands upon h conical hill, within an 
angle of the Tagus, about fifty miles to^Ahe* south -west of 
Madrid. ^The road for aluioi^ thd^whole of this distance is 
--riitbngh an or^n coyntry, which in many tracts exhibits 
signs of great rtlit jdj^ f . ' allhohgU there ar^ only four or five 
villages between the two cities. Of these CSetafe, lllcscas 
and Cavaiias are of some note. As we approach lllesccis 
tve luive a vkvw of a j^lTigular steep and detached inountaia 
with at^soiii’&vrisLancc to the left of the high-- 

way.-CrT^r T#kdo the road consmntly descends till we ap- 
proacnitlie wh/ich vN c^%Nii|ter uiWjci old .gateways, an4 

between ancient stali^’of sfrintsmnd kings. Toledo bears 
all the I’tdleir grelTtncss. Ij is built, as has been 

alretdy met^mned, upon a sie<fp conical hill, round the 
b^,se dj* wlijicH/jbc Tagus wiTids in sucli a manner as to form 
it into a kiiidi of small peninsula, across the isiliinus, or neck 
of which, tire still the remains of lofej’ vvaljs. In ancient 
times fis situation and fortifications must have rendered ii 
almost impregnable. The^lt^as^^tr, or castle, is a large 
|;)lain building of stone> liDlfQphtaining little worthy of ne- 
Near it, howevor,)attd bn the gutsidtj of several of 
the gates are statues ort^ieoW Goths, Spanish kings, who 
for some centuries made Toledo liie metropolis of their em- 
pire. On the pedestals are engraven insci ipitions which 
mark their heroic g>aiJh|its against the Moors, »«d general- 
ly terminate wi^^||jBSc®unt of the pious monarch, after 
all his conques^^nayiiig laid a|ide his royal robes to be- 
come a monk, a«id of course a saint. 6ut the chief orna- 
ment of Toledo is the cathedral, which is still the metro- 
politan church of Madrid,' apd consequently of th(‘ wholf 
empire. Yet I must confess 1 was sbiiiewhat disappointed 
in my ideas of this building, so often described, ,a|id so 
highly celebrated. The greater part of it is c^ttaiiily very 
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aricicnt; but about three Imndred 3^ears ago it was rcpairecl^^^ 
and what ail inscriptioji oii^the walls term beautified 
partly rebuilt. This rebuilaing .beaut has been 
executed by sofiie one ignorant of the priiiciptes and tnip 
lieauties of the gothiG^architeiture, so tliatlVnow exliibits, 
to niy eyes at least, ^a jj^mble of style^ render it in*r 

lerior U' Westminster, abbey, or the raihetlral at/i& oik. The 
Toof, however, of theToledarfccatbedfal is simply and ele- 
but they totally deprive the whole of its ahpient amd 
venerable appearance by dmubing all the interior over* wnth 
white*^wash, besides loa^jirtg tke walls with sta^aes, shrines*; 
relics, paiiuings, and gilded cnieifixes. Tiiese> had they 
been employed in nir)deration and with yaclgtnent, mii^ht , 
have been real fy uamcMits ; but they are in such j)rofnsiori 
as greatly to diminish tlVa sin^ple and majesiic ellcct which 
such a building is well calculated to produce, liesides^i:: ^ 
eethedrul, there ‘^are scvHal/)lher iiiivjgu^irf^hurc^es, parti^^ 
cularly that of San Juan de los Ileyes, "^or St. John of the 
Klngs> a beautiful smaller gothic ehtirch, not chargeable 
with the same defects as the catbedml. > 

Our author now recbinmencoJlais itiner.;^T, i;^d’i^hng his 
rlrturning to Madrid, and thence to Catlicy Iw^iias. 

Those who f^el interested yg>::<^uch descriptive part?cujars, 
we would recoiiimend to purchase thwrvoljpimes. In our pre- 
sent limits we can do^ little mote than trace the, progress of 
3 dr. S. and extract what is*^by fur the most im^rt^nt portion 
ef his work, the accounts of the principal plae^jland ihenian- 
»ci:$ and customs of the people. The only worthy of 
our notice in the iibove itinerary .is an advice to ride post, 
as Uie^best mode of trayeHinj:j:* ‘ Mr. Seihule mentions the 

After leaving Apdujar we en|ejt npoit a plain, 
which extends t6 a great dls|itnc<?Jbefore us 5 and W hobhd- 
ed on the left by the Guadalquiver, and the'small hills 
which rise |^bm its opposite bankp As the river, Ijowever, 
is seldom visible till wc approach Ald^^,dd Rio, or the 
village op "the river, a distance of miles, although 

marked only three and 0^ half ride is barren 

and uninteresting^; the pleasantest ride being when we 
look bac<< upon And ajar and the distant mountains of the 
Sierra Morena, Trom Aldea del Rfo to el Carpip, another 
Ic^ig post%f three an’d a half leagues, the country is more 
iliyeysified with hill and daje/'t^ still wanting in cultivor. 
ti^iiS?^About two leagues from Aldea del Rio, as w,e were 


following curious incidents which occurred , on his jom 
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‘ ‘ ■/ ' ' 

Rscending a small ;,I btlfeld two, men with long mns- 
iTets^ riuHii.pg as ‘if ^.J‘each A}ic snminit before' us. .Mj 
Eiuidc calk^fl out lhat*l}foj vvdre robb^ers, which appearing 
ili me very prpJ^^ihlej, X pr^arecj;^":|br. thoir reception; 
And suflcred biiii Ki 'advairw abuAt ' fifty yards in ftotiu 
By th is means I tfeSilght not jlkefy tliut the jrobbers 
woqld tall ppon the gnjile, ^oing that I was behihd well 
tnoymted, a^iiod ‘and prepared^ in case ot* need, 
them* Ifud we been blpse together, so, that there iiiigbt 
kavc been a chance hittyig iw^both/they would cer- 
tainly have fired. As k was iheyjtalied vviffi the utmost 
uonyjosure, lEind jeaned upon their h*ng muskets while t 
passetl. I held my right hand upon my ^istal in the ho]-* 
steriand looked upon them sternlyy My'guide was already 
5p,,.fcir ahe^d with the ImggJige, that it would have been 
needless to^attaffl|^mc.4P Their*looW were wild and savage; 
tlicir dress \va^ compose J chiefly* of sheep skins, and besides 
their muskets and long kniv<?s, their girdles were stuck 
full of pistols. I These v^re the only ^*obbers I saw in Spain; 
and sliouhi jjiRy Wave! lor jimd himsetf in similar circum- 

plan 4vbic]i i adopted, and 
w hich I. had p^iously defqj^incd io pursue. After this' 
adventure 1 reafched pp^t-l^/use, which lies away 
from the tgwg to the rn^htjvet to the skai; and the nighi 
having' ^ and iincomforTuble, with incessant 

rain, to stop. •The posa du was nearly full 

of coi^aKy kinds, [. easily found a rooai; 
but a eSair/ h tf^blCj and a lamp, were ljuxuries which well 
deserved waiting for. At length aiy guarcfiaii angel at 
all Spanisli inns, appeared to me in its usual shape of .an' 
old woman with a lamp^ ih^^iier hand. Tliis she hung 
ai^ipst the wall/ tykhpiy: any fear of bl^ickening it, where 
after iiT had glimmered ftir abqpt an hour, i*was further 
provided with a wicker bottomed chair, a *plank upoa 
two cross sticks called a table, a straw mattress and a blaii-* 
kot. To my 9y.ll .satisfaction,, my old woman 

brought me a filled with pieces meat and 

broken bones/rtfbP^lSrith bad, oil and gaHick, followedi 
by a saliad^ a lotif of brown bre^id, and some wine not 
very sour. Thus sumptuously, treaie<i, it was cfnainly 
my own fault if I did a(|t,«nake„ a good supper; but thanks* 
to a ride of thirty miles, j^could have hut up with coarser 
fare. -After: supper while sitting smoking a solitary 9igarj, two 
or three Spanish ladies and an oiheer entewl my 'apart- 
»ent, tfith the little cereiAonj which mo3t nations except 
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$kiglish use in ent^nnir «'Jich ttwr’a 
j»dies hifbri»e 4 jt?»f» tbatas tkey srapftt 
wtiub dot#* 01^ mi 

vf&a A ^ViM 'th^; co 


!|?ith6iit dssurjfly f^Splvos that tfefc door was perfecfl> 
iec’iirK For these af^rehensi^s, shghtlv eNaminixig 
the dobii I hey 'begged'tne to ^cui>e^tfpein^ and lm\iijg tpi^nt 


ig each leer’s hed rooms. These 
IS tKey s® !tt tlif neiyiwrtmeut, 
docr|io* mine, aill^hiftd he.iid 
tieo,-, thgy coul^*^ Hol* llilV<Si slqxt 
Ives that the door was perfecfl> 

: shghtlv eNamining 


iii«y ^erve as an instance ol the fiecdoiA 


marmcih^ 

On icachfeg the eiiMions of tmi anibor pro- 

c^'ded Irom ei l^KMtOy on one the haihoui, ta t[ie 

thy on the othei {side. -On^the sf.vetal boats 

yrepauujr to pa^ovei from el and accoid- 

Ipngly placed myseli in one kViLh inyi^ddle and 

portmanteau, i had not been long theic bek>ie a 'number 
of^sadois, some with bmall oilvrs HOtlwng 

on them but a pair of tio^vseis and a slm with 

tlich heads and bpin^trup, came t)}lc 

another into the boat uo-d itnwas qij^ite fufl, and we put off. 
They weie Ftench sadois, <phos£ \es^scl |^er aping 
Bad been sbip^wtecKcd i\n the coasts aiAlp^ ^ un- 

died men who composed tlie on the 

Battle only ninety-four^ by tlieir^own i^ W | | | M Win Sver 
reached the land. Soon alter leaving <^n 

Bhich el Puerto de Santa Marla is situated, wfs the 
whole baj^ and some of thc^Mble effects of thfe late bal* 
tie became viable. On t!||rOoi>h*-we«t side, betwetn cl 
Puerto and llotit# Iqv a lar^ sii^||^e San 

W, broadside upon the o|p(J|d<, alfbt the wiil#inWR^- 

ing over her. At tie b^tnm i$( Ine bay wa»a large Prcuch 
$hip, the igime Wjhich 1 have foi^oi^eni^ agf^froi but up- 
right. 0 <;ntre towisrds batieicd 

ire^seis, iw numlMery shot; 

fome with lower 

.and a piece of aBo\|<^pviv ^ttd stump 

femainlog fVoin^^stem to stem* ih^ Rench 

f lors, « was ^ vhip of the hruM Wagoh#' end W 

which kilud. A Mttle wefoie he died; hw called 

^e of 1m surviving and pn^sinm^Ms hatidjf 

adi^y mi ftientl/^ saidne^ expired.** I Mt the Ibrce 
W^^bis tribute paid to the mem^^y of a brave maa By hi» 
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©oirntrymcn ; but some of his^narratiyes 

spt3cti ug-;rtae Kn i ■ t\\2 M'dni^ 
teur, 1 Ueif^|rftteCj:p'i that,,a;’,|(^iir-%cquaintiincJe 

th those eofefi^ies liiigrft ha^ taiig-hffljini^ iT -fiis soul was 
tJi'^ly/^cuacu-oa^,^ to*^q$teern 'A's't^ wind 

\vuVcontraiy to ouf^^l^ssiug overy1&ie fcoiit *Ws obli^^ed to 
rmake sevcitil tMcks/^an oiie of th^se we vipproathed so 
near toe shore, > tlrit wf* pJiLitily* discerned tivV dcag bod ies 
^vhici) the sea hati up,,;^ liVeseoiiy one of a natRbe 

.of men on lK)rs#baGk;|wiid foKflds 

beach, came up, aiid*^%in^ olfstf'ved U<>dies^W|^afIe i 

signal to ipthers on i\joi among the fatisiies. . Several o 
them came dowb and immediately ^be*gan ip^dig a.bole ir 
the sand, into which *they dragged tlui^di^gcl. Such Wt 
faint ae.coisint oF the scenes to be observed & the ;bajf ;<>i 
Caclijs eight diJ^afier the'b£j:de, ^ 

In apprSuphibg^iacli/^ by. W8rter7 iho view is grand ^ 
imposing. Jis lofty ramparts of sione^ slu*mouutbd-^by 
houses and the spires of cl)urch,es seem; to rise out of^thij 
sea^ as in .fiu/hhey may be said tb do^ tlv^ town being Wilt 
on a l\igsj«id 3 f Inland, running to thb soiith-east^ 

and GAmiTKinicfciog with the inani land by meari'? of ^ 
bridge. Witlint this i^tincff^lj^h^greatly* resembles .an 
isthmus, aad.^eiw'eea'^^^ land, is deep watcr> 

towards the^head of which is the 
where tlje ])ovder and naval stores are 
^ surrounded on all sides by wa^r, ex- 
cept toi^^s l^rsoiill v\ here it is^yery strongly Ihfrti- 
fied; and justifies by its admirable posiUbn discern men t 

of thef^h *iii^:iahsj by whom it is said to have been fouiidedi 
The streets are re^ilarly#b^ilt, w<|ll paved^ and kept, re-r 
cle^^ijand the eburches richly ornamented. Th^ 
'pli|ip}|^a]i: inlnrbHM mercha4its, and the 

gj-eat suppm t of the pia<^ comritewe, ih with England, 
and subseq,9?ept blockade, of the, port Irad rendered every 
thing dgll;^gnd of sadness oye^ tl?e whofe 

town. pot’ts are ctah^ded with 

vessels, natjyes of every CQbhtry, Cadiz 

must be a .T^bst' sitiiifetiGiii for observing the Spa- 
nish charac^i^ irtlo^ activity, as well as j lively 
^nd interestiiag picturig. It would appear that every consi- 
derahlo town in Spainihust have its public walk*. The 
paits form the Prado of Caf|iz, and it is here that 
men are said to walk with siiperipr grace, even to 
^iladrid: This I imagine irises from many stiarieefs fi^lt 
SEMPti:.] 
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laridmg at Cadiz, aad fh 04^ proceeding fo the rnpifal, 
Vfee supposing iiianneA, in this n spe^'t, lo be titfe 
SjUiiie. a Jllference will ulwaysVemairt^i favour of the li:st 
itapressions. Let U be^bsiwem however, that the Spaniardst 
themselves, from ail tlifc j^rdvince^', celebrate the graceful man- 
ners of the women ofMndarlusia. However that may be, the 
walk along tlu) nHnparts is deliglitfiil, (rorninand'ng on one 
sipo vvew of the bay and the oppostte shores, witli various 
sinalT towns, villai^es, and forts, in particular cl Puerto and, 
llola, the latter standing upon tlie narth-we;:t point of the 
bay. To the suith-east ttte view is only along the isthmus, 
and the sea-shore tcrniiriating at a distant point, wheixsm 
stands a light-Jioiise ; but to the . west and south-west the 
view is unbounded/ as far as the eye can reach over 

the Atlantic, on which vessels^'arc daily seen at a gnait dist- 
ance making for aOtlier ports, ^nd gc^nerallj;? bound either 
from or up tlie Mediievrant^tin. f)n tlwp^art of the ram- 
parts a number of French aoicl S[>anish ofiicers assembled 
every evening, and cast many a wisy'ul look oyer the ocean. 
l>ut the view to them cvi^as by no means h(>ub^ilt,‘SvS. ISine 
English shij>6 of war intercepted Muy hori^^ion,* ivj^i;tsl|ewcd 
that at Ifeast that number of their fleet was lillte disabled 
as fo he able tC; keep Uie se;jftfiid.s^Ml bloelfade the liarboiir 
of Cadiz. V*' 

Among tlie public buildJngs, the new cathedral church, 
when flmslied, will be by far the most conspicuous; but it 
ah[>oavs uncertain when that period will arrive: the founda- 
tion, I was inibrmed, having lu^en laid nearly'twepty years 
ago. The same causes however operate here as in Lisbon 
to retard the completion ; namely, the funds passing through 
the hands of the monks or prieslf. This, with the misfor- 
tune occasioned by their lute wars with England, sufficiently 
account for its preset) t unfinished vstate. Although not yet 
^diolly rool’ed, the interior is already loaded witli columns 
and pilasters too rich and**full of ornament to please a just; 
taste; but die whole serves to display that marked trait in 
the Spanish character, a readkiess to UB^eitake great enter- 
prises, and ah itupatience to burry to th^ cOff Hence 

jxi several of the ijiches aPoiig the walls of this half-roofed 
church, ^hich has neither doprs nor'window-s, and wrhere 
we stumble over heaps of rubbish^; we behold the marble 
^txrtues of saints and ongels wffiielj have been placed there 
with a cliiUlish eagerness. Afecf all, should it ever be fi- 
uished according to the plan which it even now displays^r it 
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be one of the j^ost magnificent modern structures in 

fej'/'iin. ■ ^ 

^ Uie time Mr. Sfefftple/waf at Oadiz^ the period of 
the ever riu^iimrable battle of Trat^^r* fHe gives some 
very entertaining and i<udi-arousi apefCuOtes relative to the 
bombastic manifer in whicjlf tb«,^i*^tcferseameiv d^ 
their feats oT valdur*- ♦ 

Algecitjps, at whiffi onii author soon ^fterwatNi^s arrived, 
is a inirierable totvn* a ft worthy of ribtice, except QJ^account 
V)f its Idling a receptacle for the 

SPIISlKISHP GlfN#B0ATS. 

The forUticatioiis afid batterit^ of Algeciras., says he, 
hr a military point of view, are as coliteinptible as the town 
itself; but svhat ren(K‘rs it thiefty not^>»otfs is the shelter 
it atford^ to the numerous gnn-®oats and small privateers 
which infest due entrance of the Mediterranean, and the 
eousequtmt grS^^t^ ufinoyanco* to ilie Eunglish cpmnjerce. 
These gun-l)oats are from twenty* five to fifty tons burthen., 
with two masts, and large luleen sails. They are full of 
men; and in calm weather can be jywed nearly four miles 
in an h^oui* ln>^ene4al Miey have u single gun in tfie bows, 
carrying a bal^of thirty-two or fliirty-six Spanish pounds ; 
but }5omeliines .they aie twmipqi^vith two l^ng tvventy~l‘our 
pounders, eitlier both»Mi4i^W, ol^one in the bow .^nd the 
other astern. ^ In a freshbrbeze thesfii boats can do little in- 
jury, bifly because being st/ytigly and heavily built the 
weight of theii: guuS buries under every waye,' but 

pvcu were ‘they not to dip, the sudden rise and fall in such 
small vessels prevent^dhe taking any just aii;* But in culm 
or light airs they are capable of doing much inischief,eveiy 
thing being then in theij favour. With the assistance of 
their oars they can go ahead and manamvre round even a 
$hip pf war; and shoiTld it be cjuite «aliu trfike \vhatever 
ftalion they chuse, without itiseiog in the power of their 
enemy to prevent them, gft ns being of a great length 

and calibre, they can place themselves outof Ute reach of 
most vessels’ stern ojr bow chasqrs;^ whilst they fire along the 
level surface of 7 ,th^By|^fer with as much defiberation, and 
us unmoles.ted/a$ at a nnuk. Add to this, a vessel 

is a large object, Stnd hardly to he misse 3 by their^unners, 
how^ever unskilful ; whilst ifiey, on the contrary', present 
only the bow of a boat Ibw in the wa/er, and exceedingly 
difficult to hit. Such ar? their advantages in calms or light 
pfs ; and it is therefore not to be wondered at that they 

I) 2 ^ 
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cajihire many vessels in a place sulyect to snc h c;ipricioi!g 
ctirreiits, and suddcii shifts of wind ua the si r:fiL-i of Gibral- 
tar, lonij^ wars with Etiglaiid have taught the Spa^ 

miards. the advantages and disVuvaiitiiges oi tliese fldaliiig 
oue*guu baiteries. When there is a breeze of wind they . 
He tjuiet under the heights of Ajgeeiras^^ w bite the linglish 
irigates cruize back winds and f<)r\var(ls ' in view^. 

But in the calm niornings whi»i?h coTitmonly si^;ceed the 
fieavy easterly gales, they may d>e sc^^ri rowing out along 
the shores of the in fleets. They are then l’iilh,of eou^ 

, rage, anti' vow nothing less than the total (lestnu lion of 
their cnerijies. ^^When arifivbd ki the gut perijaps they be-' 
hold an English vessel, w^hich will not obi‘v the helm, eiir- 
ried hither and thither liy the violent eddies t iMm hoili shoi t^So 
The lust of pluYidflr,stliuulates them to venture nur, iti wh.ch 
case tjie ship, if a mereha'niinjyV, has little ( haiu e <>1 escape. 
Should they succeed in the capture, all the* boats iiu me- 
diately ply their oars, ^nd ifathc calid*c^ojj^/:nries,f so(>n tow 
tlicir prtzf* under the batteries^of Algeeiras. 71uis, it lor- 
tunate,, they gain a vessel worth periiaps iwemy thousand 
pounds or more; if taken, they lose a boat and one gun, 
and the prisoners ,are sent over agaiq iVoiyi (libt altar iji 
few days. Such is'the caae in cfilms; hut'v^ijtli an ordin ry 
breeze, and in. deep water, Epglislj^ frigate is sufli- 

cient to put to fligljt all^’^rio g\in-ir^ats from Cadiz to the 
bay ot Gibraltar. ^ ■ 

"When at Algeciras, I sab' this sufliciently ’dcmonitrated. 
Signals were made for an English convoy having entered 
the gut. 'I’iie w<?Hther was nearly calm ; apd .alj the boats 
got under weigh, lull of men, „ and wdth infinitti bustle and 
noise. I^Jothing else was expected thaii the capture of ilie 
whole convoy; but unfortunately for them> a small breeze 
sprang up soon afterwards,^^irid a iVigate alid a brig of war 
were seen slandiug cut of Gibraltatv right across the bay* 
1 was already otlt af the towic, aiurnear the Martello tower, 
at the mourl? of the kinall d?«y already mcntioiaci9, when the 
gun-boats had begun to collect together on thelapproach of 
tlte frigate. Tlie Spaniards were thfe to fire, both from 
their boaf s and their batteries on :j.he/bpp66ite side of the 
bay, while the frigate stoqd im withotkt^retd^rhing a single 
shot, iiutii so near^tbat grape could reacbethem, ^Then she 
opened her ports, luffing up inHhe wind and beaming away 
fiUeinately, ,,so ns to bring both her broadsides into action, 
and poured |lich a slidw'er of round and grape shot that not 
only th6 ]^ats, but the sea, all round them, seemed to b,e 
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cnvcrccL Tho Spaniaicds did , not long withstand t,hi?4 ter- 
rible liaiL They altered their course, and pulled with all 
their for Algeciras, Aji'ijst the shot of the ^frigate 

continued to wlustlc over tli^eir heads, the rock« 

on sliore with a ^reat noise, shatc4ri»^g portions of tlieiu 
^into large splintcy s. The b,«g n^'ye^fire^l a shot, ; but stood 
as close^ as p»)ssibk?;to the shore, in oijle/tfo cu t off the re- 
ireat ol‘ any boat tharfmigltt drop behind. With loss of 
some nioii killed pouiuled, and»one boatsunk^ the rest 
got l)ack, and ll ; English convoy passed in pcrfeeirsiifety, 
'J'liis Issue of an engagement, between 4 single frigate and^ 
► all the gmi“boats of Algeci^is, •al^>ng their own shores, suf-' 
iiciently shewed what would have been tllfdr fate in the 
innldle of the ^jay or the open sea. Some would have been 
run down, others sunk, and others lakey, with the loss of 
half their crews, from the lire rff th^ lofty decks of the 
frigate. * it is more than probable that not one..woyld. 
ha\e ePcancd^#^dUhe stoi^'^ unless incK.^ed their repeated 
aiul ferveuf prayers to Saint Antonio had induced his inters 

i position, in rhe shape of a^sudden calm, in their behalf* 
had thus occulav demonstrati()n of the total inutility bf 
all such paltry craft, li4)\vcvcr strf>ngly constructed, and 
houeycr iiiiin^r'^us, Vhen put it* competition with large 
idiips of w ar, properly ma^^y^vred. #1 confess that I needed 
such proof to overcoijfT^ jM^lices \v lift hi had con* 
ceived in my own miim iVifavour oi’guii boats. 

Soriie remarks succeed on tlicpbay gii Gibraltar, but tbey 
are too prdliX Ibr our purpose, f '' 

Mr. ^mp1^';lntving completed ibe object of his journey 
in Spain', Jeff j^llgegiras for Leghorn on the IBth December, 
on board^an American vess^. He rcaclied*that port alter 
u dangerous passage of fifteen days, and after the usual 
performance of quaranlifle, be entered the city of Leghorn, 
which h<‘ thus describn^: ^ 

LEGIIOHV 

Is neatly and regularly built; the principal streets inter- 
sects it from gatejtp gate ; and the bouses stuflTling on the 
canal, which is from the Arno, and communicates wiih 
Pisa, have geneifiallj a handsame appearance. It is regu- 
larly fortified witJi |ofty bastions of bricpk ; and surroun ded 
by a broad ditch, which is fiWed from the sea. "J'bc^cliurchc«j 
and public buildings ooniain little that is striking, eitht^r 
in the interior or exterica*; but to ineKantile men the buS'tlc 
pfits port, audits extended commerce, might supply thia 
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clefcct. The oppression of France> however, cramps this 
commerce, whicli would otherwise shon render Lej^horn 
^one of the most flourishing Huvvn$ in Italy, An English 
ycsrsel dares not appear in the Vport without the risk of being 
detained by the vilest French jfiigeni that may chance to be 
the spot; ahd^he decree dVl a Erenoh^’Consiil, however 
-iitiquitous and unjim, would be sutVmieht for'the condem- 
nation o£any vessel. Add to this, im^a former yisit lo the 
tcHyn, the French generals strippecl^Mall the rampaits and 
Iwittenes of the beautiful brass cannons, with which they 
^W€l*e mounted, and sold them at public auctions, with the 
express stipuluvMon that tk'eV slK>idd be sawed into two or 
three pieces. To complete the destruction of the independ- 
ence of JLegborn, the fortification on one ^sidc was partly 
dismantled, arid th^ ground sold lo‘ the Jews for a fixed 
sum, at which rate they vVere compelled to become the pur- 
chasers. As extensive suburbs are also constructing iq 
that direction, Leghoun liiay be coniid^y;;*^^ as uo longer 
defeni^ibie on the land side. 

The streets arc level, and paved with broad flag stones, 
■which has a neat and plean effect, aiiliough no clisiinct:ort 
is made at the sides for toot pass^migpis. ^Ut'.tif, however, 
he becomes accustomed" to it, an Engns^man, looking 
merely at the pavement, is ^^s»»»*.'/instantiy io imagine him- 
self in some bye court, 'i^ie ntyusj'^irc lofty ; and general- 
ly inhabited in flats oi;floors, a/was fortnt riy, ami is still, 
ill a great degree, thu^^cusuyii in the two principal to \v ns of 
ScoUtnjd. 'This is so much, the fashion in Xpghorii/ that 
twelve, fourteen, and even more rooms lipon^a wpf, often 
constitute the Residence of am individual. As the visitor 
must necessarily pass through .many of these apartments, 
th^ir furniture and appearance 1s ^ source of much private 
imignificencc and ostentation. 

. The thealrti whiclf 1 saw was tolerably splendid; but 
most of the boxes being private property, and only illu- 
minated according to the? caprice of the postessors, it has 
a dull and somewhat gloomy appearance, unless on parti- 
cular occasrbns, when all, or tne greaieir part of them are 
lighted up,. Thi^, however, 1 understood tO;, be the case 
througliout Italy ; wbiel|> added to the i^latfeiition of the 
genteeler audience,*' took away much of thfe interest of the 
scene. In England an audiene'e appears all of one piece, 
pi:i^>mile, one burst o^f laughter, oAe sorrow, pervades the 
wbolii^nd this very nationality b^ unity of spirit is, per- 
haps, Vo a feeling mind, one of tne greatest pleasures of tlnjr 
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theatre. Bot in Italics wherj the party in one hox is en- 
ga»ied in cards, in,iin<nher in teVking coifee, aiu] in a third in 
loud and vchcioeiit.ronversation, tne/xnit>d is distracted be- 
tween the actors on tijc stage jind those around us, and tbc; 
dr.nna loses half <5[* its real i ry/ aii3 fnor^ Than half of iu 
charms. * * J! • ' ^ 

Oil tile f/^st Sunda/irfter «iny landing, whilst waiuloring 
on toe outside of ffie wtinpaFls, J strtmbled u|)on iljc Eng- 
Jim biM jy«ng-groui d, surrounded by an iron railing, •:ihd 
sirjt bv a gate. A quarter of a dollar pracured me admis- 
wtiCn it appeared to iiflie IJyifar the no]^lest cemetery 
I ha I ever seen ; the monuments being all of marble, and 
execMjted in a titste grentiy superior to what is commonly, 
fotuui any where in England. ljer<‘ tRe remains of 
Tobias Smollett ; and 1 felt a* melancholy pleasure at be* 
holding in Itali^ the grave of a man hy whose writings 1 had 
been so ojfttM] chTtrmecf, and to whose aneinory 1 had alrCiidy 
seen an obelisk erccteci on iht^ bunks of the I^even. Out of 
the boundaries of the burying-ground 1 heard nothing but 
Tus<'an or Italian, lint here the uMijble monuments spake 
to me in pfain English, aftd told me tliat many of !n 3 ^ conn-, 
ti^'niew, who had once been illustrious in the arts or arms, 
were now laid ui-^'r ilK',Ji?w^i#g^^turP whj^i I trod. Be- 
sfdes the pillar to thj;fi^;fhory^*W and many 

others worthy' <»f attention, 1 partic;ilariy paused on the 
tomb-stone of a mother, who^ied in bringing the 
world two infatus, who are h|ried with her in the same 
grave. The figure of the mother recumbent, and of the 
two babes, appeared to me beautiful and affecting, alihongli: 
somewhi t. impaired by time, and exposure to the open air. 
In a word, my meditations this occasion were not un- 
suited to the place, the day, and my own isolated situation* 
i could not help thinking that it mis^ht yek 
destiny to fall in a fore^n land ; and 1 sccr^;tly prayed to 
Heaven that ray buryii^g place a^least might not he so ob- 
scure, but that some wandering Englishman should be there 
to sigh over my grave, 

ACCOUNT OF A CillRNlVAL. 

Monday, Sd FPb.~Tbis day the earn Tv al began ; and oa 
the same day at Rome, Navies, and generally" th%ugfiout 
Italy* The streets, espJcialiy in the afternoon, wen; dlle4 
with masks, which wer^ Jh general absurd enough, and some 
of them highly indelicate; but ihe'^e last set ined to give 
the moat universal satisfjjction. Hurlequines and colum- 
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bines,, puncliincllos, men alotis^ in womens 

^cloaths, and women mincing their step^, like hiis- 

iVtsarh, and armed yith ,sal>res,‘'pco[)le \v» li grolescjne fares, 
icarrying umbrellas wl^en it did n^)t rain, together with it 
*6ng train of similai; absurdities ; sueh a/e delights of a 
[rarnival. Among the rest of the ^diararters, 1 observed 
otiHj wIto wore uo masks. l"hes' wrre“Vh('ggar.s, . loathed in 
‘ugs, and wiio, with eiiiaciated coLihLenanees and plaintive 
^ besought the smallest; charity for the love of God, 

^’Miserv needs no '’disguise ; on the contraiy, it is a mask 
often worn ; l}^»t I could not I'ltdp tliinking tliat the intro- 
ilncti<ni of real misery spoiled the unity ol the scene. J^ever 
mind: on this day every laxly rejoices; and Home and 
K a pics are sttir g^ vAn* lhi*n Leg horn. 

Our author having passed jaweek at Leghorn, ‘ <jfl lor 
Rome, and was taken by a ve^orino,^ or drivicr of a coach, 
witlt his baggage, the<' whole way, for sixteen, dollars, in- 
cluding tlie charge for supplying him with two good meals 
a day on the way. 

The road between Le.^Aiorn and Pisa, observes our author, 
a distance of 14 or miles, is I'or tins mo^t pari level and 
good, and the country oh both sides tolerably cuhivaled. 
About ten mile ^ from ‘Le rLt^u ?rvAjtpasse^d the church and 
village of San PioirQ en gTado',1vi'^ V#v,g on onr right a small 
lake. The whole couaitry round appears to have been a 
inarr^h, at no very remote*^ prriojJ ; and is still swampy iii 
many parts. To iny great iaiortilication, our road turned 
off to tfie right just before reaching Pisa; and 1 was tliiis 
disappointed of. a sight of that ancient city. Soon after- 
wards night drew on, and intgreopted all view of the sm- 
rounding country ; but .\vc foiihd, from the violent jolting 
of the carriage, .that the road was most rugged. About 
eight o\ lock jve ai ri^ved at Fornacefti ; a town situated ori 
the smalt riven lira, at its junction y^ilh the Arno. Here I 
bad the first speeimgn of an Italian inn, which certainly 
sfdfered muhing when compared with those of Spain. On 
the contrary, after the miserable posadas; of that country, 1 
was pleasetl to see some appearance of neatness, some at- 
tempts at cleanliness, anti a little attention On the’ part of 
the servants. Our supper, howyver, was by no meair sump- 
IU 0 US. 4'he principal dish was macaroni boiled, plain, and* 
^^inkled with cheese;., and this' I afterwards found to be a 
H^lll'^luniversal throughout Italy as the pucheiroin Spain. 
Our whote repast was enlivened by several flasks of Tuscan 
wirie, of a good cpiality. These flasks have long narrow 
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neck^; and a little oilfis ponre^ on the top, instead of corltp* 
The air is therein; effectually excluded from the wine; but 
the flask, of coiuse,^ must always be kept.upt'ight, until tUiei 
ti#ne of being used, when the oil ft inibibed, by means of 
little cotton wool. • After the •dismal ^stories .which 1 had; 
heard of Italia^i inds, 1, vvas'also agreeably disappointed irt 
my hed, wl^ich appgjtfed to me tolerable. My previous 
probation in Spain'^is irto doubt theVause of my bfing so 
easily pU^^sed ; and hence they who have travelled iYi*Ua}y 
only, ma 3 ’ judge of the general accoimnodationrs in tb^ 
f&rmer country. 

There is no occurrence worth relating in our Analysis till 
the author’s arrival at Home, if we except tho following 

COMP^lliSOK PKTWEKN J^EOlfORN AND SIENNA^ 

Nothing canj)e more differ<fent than Leghorn and Sienna. 
The formet owe^its gfeatness ejitfrc!%to commerce and iU 
happy situations for trading w^th Spain, France, and Italy. 
Placed upon a flat, and surrounded by a mafsliy country, 
by mountains at a small distance, or by the sea, it can only 
exist by maVitinie comjncwce. Put Sienna inland, withput 
even tb(^ semblance of a river, and jtla^d upon high ground, 
possesses (iiti‘erent^j!laim. 5 ^...-j^v nclfn^^ We are struck by 
its romantic situation ugd’lA^ sin* /tr! sides 

of several steep hills, by the petty buspe of its inland com- 
merce, wbrich reminds the Spuni^i traveller of Manzanares, 
And by the symptoms of its aepa|'ted grandeur, which recal 
to him the rumed towers and empt}^ cathedrals of Toledo. 
Connected with the hill on \'iihich the princigai part of the 
town stands, is an abrupt rock, nearly surrounded by a deep 
valley, except where a kind (fl* isthmus joins it to the tpvvn. 
Thk in its general character so closely resembles the rock 
of Edinburgh Castle, a^id that of the j\lcaza^' of Segovia^ 
that there can be little d^ubt of their having b^en produced 
by similar causes in tbcAbrmer gtrai operations of nature. 
The, walks round the ipmparts of this castle are kept in 
good order, and tlnsk view's, from most situ at ions, charm- 
ing. We stand with a kind of pleasing dread on the edges 
of the parapet, and behold beneayi ds a deep valley, form- 
ing a natural foss^ at the base of the solifl rock, wall which 
the walls seem to be in one Ijiece. The distant ctuuitry is 
‘beautifully varied with loftjfnills and long vales, but thiq^ 
whole appears well cultivated, thodgh intermixed with 
woods. Even the valley beneath us is full of gardens ; a 
valley •w*hich the Italian philosophers Uniform iy astert to 
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every appearance of having be^ni once the crater of 
^onnous volcano. ' ^ 

e gothic cathedral of Sienna, although in a very bad 
j is still venerable frflfcn its antiquity, loftiness, and e:^j- 
The principiak front is most curiously adorned, or 
r ioaded with ^carved work, aijd a^3peats -to be cased 
rer with marble. In the^ interfere ho we v^*, many of 
Jecorations are '^beautiful, ^ the purest taste. 

Ollier curiosities is shewn a picture of the ^Holy 
painted by ^St. Luke, and of course an undoubted like- 
1 could not do Iq^s^thari make my obeisance bcfoit* 
ork of S6 great a master, and so great an original, 
t my young Italian friend let go my srm to cross her- 
and mutter, a pious prayer* After wandering for an 
through thi§ venerable pile, which 1 (lit^^not leave 
ut regret, 1 resumed in'y survey of th^town. In the 
loon, however, the-str/'Cts becatiie ahnost kn passable, 
carnival had be^un at Sjcnna also, and I* beheld a re- 
Dn of the same lollies of amusements, which I had al-** 
seen at Leghorn. In any other times, perhaps these 
5 might at least hot disgust^ but in the present state 
ly, what thinking hiind can bcnoldj without astonish- 
; a people thu: tU>\ ndan<]iJ‘jnselves,to tlie most child- 
=>v€rsioii^^; .,Hn(T>. •wptT^er that the Lrench so 

y overrun tilts country. 

wcver this may l>e, the manners of the Sieiinese are 
kably polite and <?ng^ing;. The Italian here spokeu 
e, and pronounced in scT clear and musical a manner, 
have never, in any towq, or in any country; before or 
heard a language which sounded so pleasing to the 
a stranger. Tlie Grec%n language alone is superior 
n music and expression, b5t it is only by scattered 
duals that we liear that spoken as it ought to be; and 
by a whole town or district ‘as is the case with the 
1 of Siienna. 

ROME, ITS Btril.DINGS,«&C. 

visit Home, says Mr. Semple, to stay there even a 
ys, and to pass it over in silence, would be considered 
sable; yet What can the short residence of a week 
entitle me to say tapon so^ vast a subject, and 
has already afforded mi^erials for so many volumes ? 
ninect my* observations -without useless digression 
lole object of the present chapter. 

> was dark when we arrived at the albergo pr inn. 
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lad no opportunity^ of examining its situation. In iKe 
ning, w!»en I retired to fny chamber, all being stilly 
e rd tlfe rushing of water, and hastily opening my win- 
observed that the Tybor ran close under it. 1 could 
; but congratulcite myscir i?t tiius t/inging over this iin^ 

I tal river, \so which ^so groat a proportion of the world 

oe paid tribute, tf o >ight of which awoke sp many 
cciions 0^1 the Upon the b^mks ot thi^^ river were 

red conquerors of one ha)f the world. This^ is-^tbe 
y strea*o i ito which Horatius Codes an.ned and woimd- 
plungrd, /iic j def'^nding <the*bridge against the troops 
Forseiiuu; over which Cidia swam, leading the way for 

escape of bpr companions the uirgin hostages; into 
ich, ill times of droiidful 1‘amine, many^ot»ihe starving 
mans, threw fliemselvcs, in ope*f dayj' wdth their beads 
/ered, and in dcath^like silence. Being swollen by the 
e rains, k nm’^rushi^d past* with great rapidity, and the 
rs were diihly rejected from its turGid stream. 

Like every stranger who edmes to Home, I visited St. 
ter’s ; or rather once every day, and often twice, 1 went 
admire that wonderful .structure. I niust confess the first 
lit disappointed* my*ex[>ectatiorf«5, bfit a little exainina- 

II fully equalled them, a';'d^whf^YAvMS strengthened by 

: ry subsequent \isit. “Th* edV which form 

^ peristyle, supported'^tih^tioublc rovv^tif^ pillars ; the two 
'iiitiful fountains in the court, whidi^throw up per[)eluaily 

astonishing quantity of«^vat/u*; the obelisk of ancient' 
i’Vptian granite, in the centre, and the simple, but majes- 
frpnt, combine to produce a whole which is probably no 
«ere equalled, and eertaliify not excelled.*' vVithiii, the 
rindeur and richness of thfi^marble columns, the statuesj 
2 paintings, the mosaics^ the shrines, the altars, strike us 
th astonishment ; yet^ven these cannot prevent us from 
licing the exact prop(ytions«of the whole, >v he re, as in 
e exterior, nothing intijiides beyond its proper bounds, but 
i combines to form onf great design. 

Right under the centre of the dome, and sunk'‘4#elow the 
veinenr, is a kind of magnificent vault, constructed of the 
=est marble, and ornamented with precious stones, lapis 
^uli, jewels, andirgold. Here restsji, or ss said %o rest, 

?dy of the Great Apostle ; gold or .silver lamps 
ntinually burning round tomb; and the pious votarie^ 
row themselves on their^knees as they approach the mar- 
e balliistrade which surrounds a spot so sacred. A superb 
nop};, supported on four rich waved pillars of bronze. 
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have every appearance of having be^’.n once the crater of 
an enormous volcano. ‘ * 

^be gothic cathedral of Sjenna, although in a very bad 
style, is still venerable frftn its antiquity, loftiness, and 
tent. The principals front is most enviously adorned, or 
rather loaded with ^carved work, ai\d a^:)p'eafs -to be cased 
plover with marble. In the. intei^isvj howevm-, many of 
TOe decorations are •beautiful, ai^ * iVf the purest taste. 
An^on^^ other curiosities is shewn a picture of the JHIoly V'ir* 
f painted by ^St. Luke, and of course an undoubted like- 
ticss, 1 could not do l€;^s»tliati make tny obeisance bcfojtj 
the work of ^ great a master, and so great an original, 
whilst my young Italian friend let go ray arm to cross her- 
self, and imifeter^a pious prayer. After wandering for an 
hour through thiS venerable pile, which 1 did^not leave 
without regret, 1 resumed my survey of th^town. In the 
^teriioon, howeS^er, the-streCts becahie alfnost impassable. 
The carnival had begun at Sienna also, and Tbeheld a re- 
petition ot the same follies or amusements, which I had al- 
ready seen at Leghorn. In any other times, perhaps these 
follies might at least hot disgust^ but in the present state 
of Italy, what thinking mind can bctioldj without ajvtonish- 
pent, a people thu ' nd^i<llf;tn55clves.to the most child- 
ish diversion^f; •wqf ?ler that the French so 

readily overrun this country. 

However this may1>e, *i^je manners of the Siennese are 
remarkably polite and eng^ing. The Italian here spoken 
is pure, and pronounced in s(f clear and musical a manner, 
that I have never, in any tow’^ij, or in any country, before or 
since, heard a language which sounded so pleasing to the 
ear of a stranger. The Grecian language alone is superior 
to it in music and expression, bfit it is only by scattered 
individuals that we ^ear that spoken as it ought to be; and 
never by a whole town or district>'as is the case with the 
Italian of Sienna. 

HOME, ITS Bim.DINGS,^&C. 

To visit Rome, says Mr. Semple, to stay there even a 
few days, and to pass it over in silence, would be considered 
inexcusable; yet What can the short residence of a week 
enable dt entitle me to say hpon so vast a subject, and 
^hich has already afforded ma^jterials for so many volumes? 
To connect iny obl^ervations without useless digression 
is the sole object of the present chapter. 

As it was dark when wc arrived at the albergo pr inn. 
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I had no opportunity of examining its situation. In thfe 
evening, wlien I retired to iny chamber, all being stilly 
I he »rd the rushing of water, ^nd hastily opening niy win- 
dow, observed tluit the Tybor rafi close under it. 1 could 
not but ( ongoituh'ite myself in thus bjh.nging over this im* 
mortal river, «:) wliich so great a proportion of the world 
once paid tribute^ aj;4 t[:(‘ >ight of which awoke sp many 
redeciions oli the Upon the fcmks of this river were 

retired th^? conquerors of one half the world. Thi»^'is^tbe 
very stream \i\U) w'hich Horatius Codes arjned and wound- 
epd pluDfVi il, .hi- r defending /lierbi;idge against the troops 
of Porsenna ; over which Cldia swain, leaditlg the W'ay for 
the esca()e of hj?r coinpanloMs the uirgin hostages; into 
which, in times of dreadful lamine, many^ot the starving 
Romans, threw themselves, in ope%f day7 whth their heads 
covered, and in dcath-like silence> Being swollen by the 
late rains, k nov^rush?d past* with great i^apidity, and the 
stars were diihly reflected from its tiirfhd stream. 

Like every stranger who comes to Rome, I visit<^d St* 
P tor’s ; or rather once every day, and often twitte, I went 
to admire that wonderful structure. 1 n/ust confess the first 
sight disappointed* myVxpeciatiorw, a little examina- 
tion fully equalled them, strengthened by 

every subsequent ' visit. ‘Irca^^ form 

the peristyle, supported’1:)h^‘doublc row^Wr pillars ; the two 
beautiful fpuntains in thecviurt, whicb*throw up perpetually 
an astonishing quantity of atfcr ; the obelisk of ancient' 
Egyptian granite, in the centPe, and the simple, but majes- 
tic front, combine to produce a whole which is probably no 
where equalled, and certaiTify not excelled,* Within, the 
grandeur and riqliness of lh»^inarble columns, the statuesj 
the paintings, the mosaics? the shrines, the altars, strike us 
with astonishment ; yet^ven. these cany ot prevent us from 
noticing the exact proportions #of the whole, Vhere, as in 
the exterior, noihing intatdes beyond its proper bounds, but 
all combines to form on/ great design. 

Right under tiie centre of the dome, and sunl^4w*low the 
pavement, is a kind of magnificent vault, constructed of the 
finest marble, and ornainentcd with precious stones, lapis 
lazuli, jewels, and^gold. Here re^sts, or ins said %o rest, the 
body of the Great Appstle ; ||old or silver lamps kept 
continually burning routed tw tomb ; and the pious votarij^ 
throw themsefves on theimknees as they approach the mai^*’ 
ble ballustrade which surrounds a spot so sacred. A superb 
cjunopy^ supported on four rich wkved pillars of bronze, 

E 2 
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(iovers the and although upwards of one hundred an4 
thirty feet high, it is so lost ki the greatness of every object 
rquud us, that we can with difficulty .conceive it to be half 
of that height. Yet t-lteie is one object'in St. Peter’s which 
is little either in itself or through the use made of it. This 
a bronze statue of tlie ApostU*, to the right of the aisle, 
fitting and holding the key of IleaV.eji in his baud. One 
foot projects beyond the pedestal ; and no g^;od Catholic 
enters or leaves the (‘liurcli wiilioui Kissing it. Some repeat 
this' ceremony three or four times; some stroke it dowr* 
with their handsj as if it was alive; whilst others stoop and 
rub their heat's baekwai’d anci forward against tlie sole of 
the sandal. In any oilier situalion 1 might have smiled; 
but the grandeur of the phue preyen tecl all intrusion of 
lighter thoughts'^ -^md i‘^:‘ould only pity this striking instance 
of the degradation of the hciman character. There must 
certainly be a pleasure in superstitioic, othprwise.*.the world 
could not be so ovetvun wuli it. To by far* the greatest 
proportion of mankind it is ii toil to think; and whenever, 
either in religion or politics, they find one who will take the 
trouble to think fo-; them, they give iheuiselv';s up to his 
guidance, with rittle*encjniry. ' 'f 

But it is not ajopf', within the walls of St. Peter’s, or 
among the lo'^pr l w^ltre to ‘iook for traces of 

gross siiperstitiof?> ';<Vlmost evciy ^vjUare, and every church, 
oenionstrates that ihre spirit flows from the higher source of 
society. Magnificent tenToles. are dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, under the title of with God, Firgini. 

The two beauiiful columns of Antonine and Trajan have, 
we are informed by Latiir inscriptions on their bases, 
been purified from their ancient stains, and are now conse- 
crated to the tru^ faith. In copfirmation of tliis we behold, 
>jriih some astonishment, a bronze statue of the apostle, to 
yi’honi it hps anew been dedicated, standing on the top of a 
pillar carveduojand with battles and triumplis over the Ger- 
mans or the Dacii. But perhaps ih^ most striking instance 
is tlie great obelisk, which stands^ li'ear the principal gate, 
•where we enter the town from the northward. Tliis obelisk 
is of a singular block of granite, and covered with hierogly- 

t phics, the meaning of w^ich is novy lost. It brought 
from ?^gypt by Julius C^spsar ;,.anil by him purified and con- 
raieV'to the sun, during thd'Aime of his being high priest, 
by ap i ascription lrkil,l plainly legible. When 
tnese had passed , away, the Roman poniifl* of a new 
reUgiqp again purifi^cd it from aB Rs past impieties; and 
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has for ever unchangeably consecrated it to another deity* 
'I'he traveller {)aiises and constders with profound attention 
tliis singular and •< normous tablet of stone, on which are 
recorded the superstitions of three • successive peiiods of 
Itunian history, an^ at wide iiUervals each other ; the 

idolatrous wor^fdp •of Iv^ypl, the sacrifices of Rome, and 
the cun uptions of the, pure iloctrines of Christianity. J must 
confess it aj^ficarechw ii^e not merely, an E'gyjitian ^obelisk, 
or a Roman lroj>hy, but a monument of tlie humVn race, 
which, jPwe consider its antiquity, its history, ajid its iu- 
i^criptions, is perhaps lyiique on ^he face ol’ the globe. ' ■ 

iiuring my stay in Rome Ti tvvi(X‘ ascendcJi? the tower of 
the capital, and indulged in the retiecLions whi(*h the views 
from its summit *tiaturijly excite. IJencc have a clear 
view of all the seven hills of the ^’4ty ; ?iie remains of the 
Umphithe.'ftre of Vespasian; ^nd of ilie triumphal arches, 
the pdlars^ th<? ^Jinplt^, and«the*tombs «f ancient Rome. 
No wjiere can a spot be chosen* more Calculated to awaken 
tile most profound reiiectionif; which, however, wdll vary 
accortling to the opinion of the beholder. View well 
these moruunctits of past^ ages,’’ says ihe Stoic, behold 
how ileeting is buniun^grandeur ; •andyfemember that virtue 
filone *is permanent,” monuments of 

past ages,” says the Epir ^ifeijn, lilJi^jourselvcs are 

fast hastening to decay%^^'^*'Let us theif>>b^nsider, that if life 
be so trail, if youth be so transitory,* we shouhl well enjoy 
the present hour, and lose iic> of so perishable an exist- 
ence.” Perhaps in my future progress 1 may have occasion 
to note the general effect which these views produced upon 
myself. Meantime 1 leave fo others the taiiv of enlarging 
the numerous lists of pictuj;^, statues, medals, and vases, 
which tliis city contains f the Ty her, the capitol, the Tar- 
peian rock, and the inojt ancient, monuments erected by the 
Romans, w^ere the (irst ol^>jecls yffey ciffiosity.* At tlie head 
of the second maybe olaced thg church of *St. Peter, to- 
gether with several otlu/r religious edifices, the public foun- 
tains, and the palaces^ Having gratified rny«<?!*iiosity on 
these heads, I was*feafful of entering too deeply into the 
examination of paintings and sUitues, to which I was aware 
there would be iiQ end* Yet ho\f manydmaster-pieces did I 
pot- behold in my hasty survey ! so many as to reii^r Rome 
still the most attractive, city^n the world to a sitjuent and 
]ovcr of the arts. 

Tlie palaces and other public buildings at Rome are ge- 
nerally in a pure and correct taste ; the inhabitants have a 
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dignified air and walk ; and the woijien are certainly the 
handsomest I have seen in ItAlj", Here, as at Leghorn and 
Sienna, ihe carnival was maintained with all its liveliness, 
and a -pleridour greatly superior to what I had yet beheld. 
The principal street ^’as thronged with fine carriages; anU 
the ladies carried p(?nehes full oF white sugar plums, which 
they threw by handfuls at those of* the pas^enaers wlioiii 
they thduglu proper most to tiislingufe. So ^reat is the 
quantity of these earraways or sugar plums thus tin own 
about in ^ the principal streets that the scavengers every 
morning sweep them into heaps, like bail, and shovel them 
into their rart'i ’ 

On the tiSd of Fubruarj^ our aiitlioc’^proeeeded in a 
veterino, to fjfaples: such is the detestation whh h the 
Italians have for the l\ench, that llie latter an obliged 
to travel in numerous part.esl IVIr. Semple jolaed a cara- 
van of this sort, and after experie^u ing i^iost miserable 
accommociation, he reached’ Naples on the third day. 

AVrRAPANCK OF NAPLKS. 

The first appcarai^ct of Naples, says Alr.S. is imposing 
.from its extent, the\pfti.ne.ss of llie iioiuics, and the num- 
ber of public bui Id ipgj^vvh id '^vve^pass soon alter entering 
the gates, beivv) en th^' edge of the bay, 

and a long high on the soilVn.il of which stands llte 

castle of St. LI mo, which, before the introduction of artil- 
lery, must liave been nearly impregnable. The ditch round 
it is <lcep, broad, and cut In the solid volfcanic rock, and 
from it we have a charming view of the town and harbour 
beneath, Mou.^t Vesuvius, and the whole sweep of the bay 
of Na^pJes. One principal streoV, named the street of Toledo, 
traver$cs the city almost through the whole of its extent, 
and in a direction nearly parallel to that of ihe hill, at the 
foot of w hich it slafids. As in Leghorn, and most of the 
towns through which we have passed in Italy, this principal 
street is paved with large broad fiags of lava, wilhdut any, 
distinctioOv.*Cor foot passengers. Nothing can exceed the 
liveliness and bustle of this street, which from day-break, 
till some time after sun set, is constantly thronged with 
passe ngers,^:arriages, soldiers, lazzaroni plying for hire, 
swarms oi'J^fgars, and rows of stalls, wheic bread, fruits, 
meats readJWressed, and water are sold. ;The car- 
"ii'itges drive with gre^t rapidity} a^jd appear to cleave iho 
crowd, w hich quickly closes again, like the waves 
the track of a vessel. At the end of the street of Toledo- 
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an open square, onelsicle of which is formed by the royal 
palace, which is io a purer state of arcliitecture than most 
of the other public buildings: For this is one respect ia 
wjiich Naples is greatly inferior to IJome. In the latter 
city, the churches, ‘the [)ala(;es, thecoihuins, the fountains^ 
the statues, nay even the eonimon ornaments of houses arc 
ge nerally in ^ pure strict ^tylc. In Naples on iRe con- 
trary, the first glance al**the public buildings ainn)U«ces a 
viriated tsiste, and although we may afterwards find much 
to admire, in detail I scarcely saw there a’single structure 
w^iich did not bear the Quarks* of \lftcay, or corruplioti 
of genius. 

This square, dnring the time of my residence iit Naples, 
was on all accounts tiie*most interesting >p6t to which the 
stranger c<»u)d resort. Beside*? the palace, it . is likewise 
ornamented wiLh^ a. colpssal marble, 'lerini^nus of Jupiter, 
dug up sevSntI ydars ago, and phured here by order of the 
king. Tile effect of such a giriit statue on one side of the 
public square is striking, and it was now rendered still more 
tjc by the great number of French offi^eri and soldiers con- 
stantly walkmg up and,doivn beneath 'Jl. Joseph Buona- 
parte htwing taken up his residence in palace, it was of 
course, at once, th.e »)ea(b,-qiiart ':rs .of tne ajmy, and the 
centre of the civil and ^ijaiic'ial opera-'^/S. A guard of 
fiby men stood constantly before theiront; and on e^acU 
side of the arched entry, two brps four pounders, loaded 
with grape, and. with matdies iiurning night and day, 
evinced the affection, or, at least, secured the obedience of 
the Neapolitans to their new sovereign. In iJie daytime, 
this mixture of armed men, loa/led cannon, atjd smoaking 
tnatciies, in the mid.st of a^crowded city, had something or 
the appearance of ferocity, and at night, in passing the 
square, the ear was oftejii strock with the re(;aeated chal- 
lenges of the centincls, whilst, by the light of riie stars, it 
was easy to observe whole eprnp^nfes of soldiers stretched 
out, and slumbering neat piles of arms, 

Whatever might be t|ie feelings of the Neapolitans, at 
this period, they manifested no outward discontent, but gave 
Vent to their mumntirs and vows otVrevengp in secret The 
populace, ever ur^d by the wants, and allured hy the 
amusements of the day, appliedjfor employment to a Ffench- 
man, as they would have aon(k|to any other foreigner, and 
frequented with their usuaf eagerness, tne theatres of pup- 
pets, the jugglers, the tellers of stories on the Mole, and the 
exhibitioias of ariequino aot^puncbinello. But the middlinj^ 
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nnd better classes were more. reserved, the places of pub 
ajiinsernents ceased to be tiiroDged, and the great theatre 
Prince Carlos, one of- the largest and most niagnificent 
Europe, appeared every uigjit like an empty prison, i 
want of iliumiaaiion cind coinpany, Fortv or fifty Fren< 
officers formed the greater part of Ihe audience, and tlu 
were artiiong the foremost to iament tihe wan/ of that s 
ciety whieii constitutes the chief pleasure of public aiiius 
inents. 

In this slate oY things the environs of Naples would ha\ 
claimed attdhion, had they even been far l(*ss deserving < 
it in thein-el vi s. ();i the one hand ilu' tomb of Virgil, th 
grotto o{‘ lb\i|sili|>{u), a passage ol‘ eight 'hiindrcfi yards : 
length, e:.t ihroftij^b a irounlain, aiui beyond it the eomitr 
a[)proa(:lung to F(,*//atoli and Baijc, aboundingciu natuii 
wonders, liot sjpings, su]f)liMrcon3 (ind niOj)hitic vaponif 
issuing in particular S[)Ots from the earth, tnomituins of lava 
and craters of cxtinguisltecl "oleanos. The tomb of Virgil 
60 called, is nothing l)ut the remains of a round tower, on i 
liill to the h*li hand, just above the entrance of the grotto 
No inscription on f.be to^mb itself, nledcles the truth of it: 
having been erecUnl :y h onojir of Virgil, and inanyleurnec 
sintitjuarians g-’;ecalf ,dd,ib’ its ])ieiensions to tluit title. A- 
atiy rate, the \\Hru XiSm it' of \he wfiole of Naples, is, pee 
haps, llte most inUTcsting of any in tlic neighboin-hood. 
Several 3 ^omig women, of jJ^hogJ I had made inquiries, and 
\vl)0 had i’u!]<j\vod me to li e spot, seeing that I eontemplat** 
cd wdlh profound attention, whatever recalled even the name 
of so great a«;>oet, told me, tkai nut I’ar oil* was the tomb of 
an English .Miiuid. riiey lx*d me to it, when I found it to 
be the grave of an English child, buried at the foot of a 
young iig-lree. 'Fhe name, I ihiak, was William Benfield, 
engraved ok, a small head- stone, .and the inscription told 
xrie, in my native language,That he had died under the age 
of three, years. I heiielil with a kind of melanehbly plea- 
stiie th’o:>g-”ave of my young eounii^yman, so far from home, 
and so near the spot said to contaiji thg dust of Virgil. 

8ueh are a few of the objects to the right of the town, 
looking outwards, to the bay. On the left, the principal ob- 
ject is VIount Vesuviu.s, towering to the beiglit of more than 
three tfvousa ml feet, witir ilst^ :ouieal siuiimit, and its era tef 
emitting a white smoke frohi. *iumerous crevices. Leaving 
this inounlaiii on tlic left, and passipgover its base, consist- 
ing of torrents of lava, w hich have flowed from it at far dist- 
ant poriod.s, wo arrive at Port icL vv here is kept the museum 
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whirls oner v'ontaiiud a complete <y>s(>i hnent of all tlie an- 
liqi*iiues dug up ul 1 1 . Poiuprii, .uul Swabia. 

tin rs about five riiiUs from N«.‘ipkas, anil in cliieliy i)uiit upon 
ihe lava, faaneatb which lin'culaucusn is. biiricd. (\>nii- 
nnini.^ aloui.!^ the same r kki *<*11^111 uuilcs laidH-r wc rcacdi 
Pompeii, where tiie r. hes voloHihe miui thrown otH 
A. D. — 79 , b'ii on'ilie Imis's, ’n.ue ibnned rKl.;es of 

low hilU, noa evivei'-d ' w i? h hecs ami \iii'-.s. Nothin^i, can 
exc<a i\ excited by vievv of part, df an an- 

aieiil cit^', the far e;rea ter port ion of aiiicli is yet buried be- 
‘iieatit tlie ]u*e^cnt surfiice of the can h. \Vc\vulk it? the 
gtreets^ we . *sii ibc tonibs, we qnter liie tii< ‘j'res, the leiur-^' 
pies, the pnvale houses of llu! ancient It<ui3r-^'C E\en tl)e 
trucks of the earn i;:<?s (!r«‘p|y v;uni in ;be pa-. e mein, attvact 
, out attention, wloiht n: tuc same linu; vre uo'ti.e with dis- 
gust, in some exceiku' and public t.. mec snukiui^ proofs , 
of the tijrdis indelic.'K’y of in.cicnt. nivmuioN. (>ui Pompeii, 
says Air. wcjtehl \vejLdescr\t; a chapter loiLseij,and 

that I h a VO not at pn*seni tr> hiktow. ' 

But Vesuvius is ihe |L’:near, ihe slrikm^, ihe rliaractei istic 
object of the vicinity of Nupies. It is visible, iVom the 
Opening ofvulmost evory >n*c<'t, it is n»u\i^<ed ‘»n many of the 
coins, ami its various viafptions ia^c ec,,i luliy veeurded, and 
accwra\ely depicted, 'riie very i h.' '. j>f‘ a hurtling moonluiii 
iu the ncighbourbood of an iiUK-e‘'iSc city, carries with it an 
appearance of the Nyonderf'd' ami vct als the cnchnntmeuts 
of the Arabian Nights. Tiu* bn^t u is from Portici, 

five miles .from iSiapies, an<|. at that place I readily i'ouud a 
guide to ac«ittinpaiiy nu*. Tlie :(.>:id soon b, conies ruggeil 
and difiiculkjfercr torrents of amucni iava and scoricc ; but 
being accirstdmeil to cliiubiu!; hills, i aset nd^'d \yilh a rapi- 
dity that astonished niv guieV* about uU 6 -^|h»Ji*d of tiie 
height we arrivedi aj. a strali house, kept i)y u monk, who 
affords refreshment to })crsons climbing tla:: mountain, and 
as the difficulties increase greatly above this spot, i: is usiud 
t^make a shoft lialt here, lie yvas a venciabic loidhog 
father of the Fra:;tfiscan order, received me vuih a kind 
greet ih'g, and quickly set befoiv me a loaf ot bitvi.\*au ome- 
let of eggs, and ifbourle of excellent laichryc^in (diristi. 
This wine, which is prodiK cd from the vineyards on the 
slope of the mountain, is sweetish, but j^kasant, and high 
jH^yotired. My guide partook witii me, and after. th<' repast, 
the Friat put into my h^nds^ small book, in wliich lie rc-. 
quested me to write 'my qariTiiy and, ii^l chose, a few shore 
^sentences, aud i.uf course did not neglect this opportunity 





